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  A service of the New Jersey Catholic Conference

Executive Director's Column 

Town Square

We invite you to follow and like us on Facebook at njcatholic.facebook. Here you will find
insights, news, and other snackable content to keep you informed on our legislative and
public affairs activities and other Catholic happenings. It's also a good opportunity to
engage with us and fellow Catholics on the topics and issues that matter most to you.  

Follow us on Facebook 

Jim King

During Mass on the first Sunday of Advent, our pastor encouraged us to
observe this special time of year and not skip ahead to Christmas. He
acknowledged how difficult this can be given that Christmas music, parties,
and decorations to begin earlier each year. He reminded us that Advent is
its own season, one rooted in reflection and preparation. As Catholics, we
reflect on Christ's first coming and prepare for his second coming. 

Following the pastor’s sermon, I started to reflect on my work at the New Jersey Catholic
Conference. This time of year at the Conference is also a period of reflection and preparation
as we come to the end of 2022 and look ahead to 2023. 

Over the past year, the Conference has supported legislation and policies that help alleviate
the suffering of the poor, expand educational opportunities for all, and advance the common
good for the general welfare of society. We launched "Town Square," a communication series
consisting of quarterly newsletters, videos, and webinars to help deepen Catholics'
understanding of our work in the public square.

Most notably, in June, after 50 years of advocacy, we witnessed the overturning of Roe v.
Wade in the United States Supreme Court's landmark decision in Dobbs. Although we
celebrated the decision, we still face ongoing challenges to end abortion in our state. The
Conference continued to oppose efforts in New Jersey to expand abortion access. We worked
with our pro-life allies to promote and build up resources for mothers and their children. 

As we look ahead to 2023, we realize the work to create a "Culture of Life" does not reside
simply with one court decision or piece of legislation. The lasting and permanent change we
desire can only be achieved through a total conversion of the culture. We must work to not
only make abortion an unthinkable option, but to eliminate those barriers that force mothers  
to think its their only option. Therefore, we will continue working to promote life affirming
policies that protect the dignity of human life. We will work to build and strengthen our
relationships with elected and other public officials. We will expand resources and
opportunities to assist Catholics with becoming more engaged in these efforts, especially as
we prepare for the upcoming state elections in 2023.  

As we conclude Advent and prepare for the Christmas season, please know that you and your
families are in our prayers. We pray that you have a blessed Christmas and happy New Year! 

Advent: A Time of Reflection and Preparation 
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Why does the Church teach about issues affecting public policy?
Who in the Church should participate in political life?
How does the Church help the Catholic faithful to speak about political and social
questions?
What does the Church say about Catholic social teaching in the public square?

By Mary Morrell, contributing editor for The Monitor, the official news outlet of the Diocese of Trenton.
This article first appeared on Trentonmonitor.com.

In preparation for the 2022 mid-term elections Nov. 8, and the 2023 New Jersey State Senate
elections, the New Jersey Catholic Conference offered the webinar, “Faithful Citizenship 101: A
guide to understanding Catholics’ responsibility in the Public Square, Oct. 20.

Moderated by John Hardiman, NJCC director of public relations, with opening prayer and
remarks from Bishop Kevin J. Sweeney, Diocese of Paterson, the webinar drew Catholics from
across the state who, said, Hardiman, were “already engaged or who wanted to be more
engaged in our democracy.”

Guest speaker, Anthony J. Granado, vice president of government relations for Catholic
Charities USA, provided an overview of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’
teaching document, “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political
Responsibility,” which, he said, was meant to address “the political responsibility of Catholics,
our rights and duties as citizens, but also as followers of Christ called to fulfill the two
greatest commandments, love of God and love of neighbor.”

Granado explained that every four years since 1976, the U.S. Bishops have issued a statement
on political responsibility for Catholics. The current document title, “Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship,” was adopted in 2007.

In his opening remarks, Bishop Sweeney reflected that “each of us is here because we are
trying to form our consciences, live our consciences … and with the help of the Holy Spirit and
together with the Church we can continue to discern what the Lord is asking of us and how we
can be faithful citizens.”

He shared his experiences with immigrant communities which helped him to see and
appreciate “the great opportunities our country provides,” noting that “we should never
forget the blessings and that with the blessings come responsibilities.”

Bishop Sweeney also observed the need “to be careful as Church to not be too tied to one
political party.”

In the Faithful Citizenship document, noted Granado, the U.S. Bishops address four main
questions:

Granado also explained that the document focuses on four basic principles of Catholic social
teaching: the dignity of the human person, the common good, subsidiarity and solidarity.

NJCC Webinar Highlights Teaching, Wealth of
Resources for Faithful Citizenship



Political Activity Dos and Don’ts, providing guidelines for parishes and Catholic
organizations
Congressional Candidate Resource page to learn more about positions on various issues
Voting Essentials, with information on mail-in, early voting, redistricting
Civilize It, a USCCB campaign inspired by Pope Francis’ call to “create a new kind of
politics.”
USCCB videos on faith and politics
NJCC executive director Jim King's column on "Civilizing It for a Better Kind of Politics"
may also be accessed through the website and read in the inaugural issue of the NJCC
Town Square newsletter.

Taken together, write the U.S. Bishops, “these principles provide a moral framework for
Catholic engagement in advancing what we have called elsewhere a ‘consistent ethic of life.’
… Rightly understood, this ethic does not treat all issues as morally equivalent, nor does it
reduce Catholic teaching to one or two issues. It anchors the Catholic commitment to
defend human life, from conception until natural death, in the fundamental moral
obligation to respect the dignity of every person as a child of God.”

“We must remember,” said Granado, that “the dignity of the human person touches on
many dimensions, as well, whether that be immigration, bioethics, war, peace, poverty …
which means addressing issues such as racism, hunger, homelessness … and being
instruments of peace at home and abroad.”

In addition to the presentation overview, Hardiman provided a tutorial of the NJCC website
and reviewed the extensive resources for faithful citizenship, which include:

Hardiman noted that the webinar will be made available on the NJCC Facebook page, and
the Town Square section of their website the afternoon of Oct. 26. They will also be creating
a Newsletter in November, at which time they will invite people to view the webinar at their
convenience.

More resources will become available as the 2023 election year approaches, said Hardiman,
and “we continue the message that faithful citizenship goes beyond the voting booth.”

A Prayer for our Elected Leaders
God of all nations, Father of the human family, we give you thanks for the freedom we exercise and
the many blessings of democracy we enjoy in these United States of America.

We ask for your protection and guidance for all who devote themselves to the common good,
working for justice and peace at home and around the world.

We lift up all our duly elected leaders and public servants, those who will serve us as president, as
legislators and judges, those in the military and law enforcement.

Heal us from our differences and unite us, O Lord, with a common purpose, dedication, and
commitment to achieve liberty and justice in the years ahead for all people, and especially those
who are most vulnerable in our midst.

Amen.
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Mexico – Mexico is interesting because their season features a nine-day procession, which also includes
a re-enactment of the Nativity. Often, you’ll see piñatas broken, with the candy inside shared between
different families.

Denmark – The Danish have a unique Advent wreath made out of bread. Some people eat them, while
others put it up as an eye-catching display. If not eaten, these bread wreaths can have candles placed
on top.

Germany – On December 6th, German children leave their shoes outside for St. Nicholas Day. When
they take them back inside the next day, they’re filled with sweets and presents. 

Advent -- Did you Know? 

In the Christian Church calendar, Advent is the period of 
 preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus
Christ at Christmas and also of preparation for the
Second Coming of Christ. In Western churches, Advent
begins on the Sunday nearest to November 30 (St.
Andrew’s Day) and is the beginning of the liturgical year.
The liturgical meaning of the Advent season referred to
the dual “coming” of Jesus. 

Here are some fun facts about how Advent is celebrated
around the world:

Italy – The Christmas season is celebrated in Italy from the beginning of December to as late as
January. During this time, people will set up a nativity scene called a “presepe” in their homes,
churches, and town squares. This is one of the most important decorations you can have in
your house!

China – While Christianity isn’t an official religion in this country, there is still a sizeable
number of Christians. They celebrate Advent with paper lanterns in bright, vibrant colors,
along with visiting places of worship.

Cardinal Joseph Tobin, Archbishop of the Archdiocese
of Newark, visited the New Jersey Catholic
Conference on October 14, 2022  following a meeting
with fellow New Jersey bishops at the Trenton
Diocese. After visiting with staff, his eminence led the
team in prayer.  Pictured from left to right (front row)
are Anne Conte, executive assistant, DeShawn Hunt-
Burnett, office manager, (back row) James King,
executive director, Cardinal Joseph Tobin, John
Hardiman, public relations director, and George
Corwell, director of the office of education.  

 His Eminence, Cardinal Tobin Visits Catholic Conference
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