
 

 

 

MHR PARISH STAFF 
 

Fr. Douglas McGonagle 
Pastor  

Email: fr.mcgonagle@gmail.com 
John Gibbons 

Faith Formation 
Barbara Kopacz 

Administrative Assistant 
Pauline Danylieko 
Funeral Organist 

Frank Wilda, Folk Choir 
 

ADVISORY 
Finance Council 
Jim Maksimoski 

Cemetery 
Paul Mokrzecki 

Pastoral Council 
Joan Smola 

 
OFFICE HOURS: 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri.  9AM –2PM 
Wednesday-CLOSED 

( temporary change of hours ) 
 

First Friday 
Confession 12:30pm 

Mass 1:00pm 
Adoration 1:30—5:00 

 
MIRACULOUS MEDAL  

NOVENA 
During Monday morning Mass 

Hadley at Elaine Manor  
Monthly Mass 

Most Holy Redeemer 
120 Russell St., Hadley, MA 

mhrhadleychurch@gmail.com
 www.mhrhadley.org 

Office Telephone: 413-584-1326 
 

December 25, 2022 
Weekend Masses:  4:00pm Saturday    

 Sunday 8:00 & 10:30am 
Daily Mass:  Mon, Tues,  

Thurs, & Fri 8:00am 
Confessions: Saturday 2:45 – 3:30pm  

   Holy Rosary Cemetery, 
Huntington Rd.,  

Hadley, MA 



 

 

VOTIVE LIGHT PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

For Our Military:  Chris Ahlemeyer,  
Edmund Loughran, & Troy Meyer, 

Sam Salvatore, Austin Boisvert 
 

For Adeline Rocasah from Dianne & Joe  
For Victoria, Edward, & Theresa Banas  
from Fr. Charles  
For John & Justina Kzcowski , from family 
For Philip, Catherine, & Nancy  Woodard  
from Wayne  & Irene Woodard 
For Edward Machno & Frances (Machno) Slattery 
 from Fr. Charles  
For Patricia M. Bye , from husband Joe 
For Henry Malek, Sr  from Betty & Bill Koszewski 
For Adams, Asselin, Daughdrill & Muraski families from 
Nancy & Stan Adams 
For Bill, Jr. & Peg Dion from Bill 
For Claire, from James & Helen O’Donnell 
For John G. Kieras, Jr., from  his wife, Lorraine, & family.  
Barbara Fyvdenkiewicz,  from Richard Buckowski & family.  
For Maria Rytuba, requested by James Rytuba.  
For Clara Pipczynski, requested by family.  
For  Walter C. Wanczyk, Jr., requested by family.  
 

 
This Week’s  MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Saturday, December  24, 2022 
4:00 pm: Edward & Helen Waskiewicz,  
requested by Ron, Chris, & family.  
9:00 pm: The People of MHR.  
 
Sunday, December  25, 2022 
9:00 am: Catherine & Philip Woodard,  
requested by Wayne & Irene.   
11:00am: John Hanieski, requested by wife & 
family.    
 
Monday, December 26, 2022 
8:00 am: Helena & Edward Waskiewicz,  
requested by Ron, Kris, & family.   
 
Tuesday, December 27, 2022 
8:00am: Martha Boisvert, requested by family.  
 
Wednesday, December  28, 2022 
NO MASS 
 
Thursday, December 29, 2022 
8:00am: Birthday blessings for Tony;  
requested by Mom.  
 
Friday, December 30, 2022  
8:00am: Blessings for 54th Wedding  
Anniversary of Rufina & Santiago;  
requested by Amy.  
 
Saturday, December 31, 2022 
4:00 pm: For Martha Boisvert; requested by 
family.  
 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 
9:00am: John Mokrzedki, Jr.; requested by  
Gerald & Alvira Balut.  
10:30am: 10th Anniversary of Peg Quirk;  
requested by the family.  

 

If you would like a hospital  
visit, please call the  
Office at 413-584-1326 

Baptism, Confirmation, & Wedding  
Information 

Baptism is available for infants, children, and 
adults.  To sign up for classes, call the Faith  
Formation Office: 413-584-1326.  For the  
Sacrament of Confirmation for Adults, please 
call the office: 413-584-1326 or pick up a  
brochure at either church entrance. Wedding 
dates cannot be set until after a meeting with the 
parish priest, at least 1 year before the desired 
date.  Please call the office for an appointment. 

 
Thanks  for your continued & generous 

support of our Parish. 
Parish community.  

 
 
 

Weekly Collection Year to Date 
Collection 

Dec 17-18 Not 
Available 

at this 
date 

Will be 
recorded 

in next 
bulletin.  

 

    

    



 

 

PARISH	MISSION	STATEMENT 
 

Most Holy Redeemer Church was created in 1998 with the merging 
of Holy Rosary Church (1917) and St. John’s Church (1915), both of 
Hadley.  
As the one Roman Catholic Church in the Town of  
Hadley, Massachusetts,  
our Mission is: 
 
—to be a welcoming place of worship for all. 
 
—to proclaim the word of God and celebrate the sacraments. 
 
—to attend to our ongoing formation in Christian living and 
support one another in spiritual growth. 
 
—to dedicate our service to God. 
 
—to recognize and support our responsibility for God’s  
people, for spiritual and corporal works of mercy to the larger 
community, area, and world. 
 
—to celebrate our belief in the message and teachings of  
Jesus Christ and the Roman Catholic Church and demonstrate our 
appreciation for the many gifts we have received. 
 
Most Holy Redeemer is saying the Rosary on two 
Tuesdays of each month at 6:00 pm. 

 

December 25, 2022 

 

Gospel Reading 
John 1 1-18 (or shorter form, John 1 1-5, 9-14) 
John announces that in Jesus, the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

There are four Masses that are celebrated for the Feast of 
Christmas and each is given its own set of readings to help us 
contemplate Christ’s birth. The Gospel for the Vigil Mass on 
Christmas Eve is taken from the beginning of the Gospel of 
Matthew. The Mass at midnight proclaims the birth of Jesus 
through the Gospel of Luke. The Mass at dawn on Christmas 
morning continues the story of the birth of Jesus as found in 
Luke’s Gospel, ending with the shepherds’ visit to the infant 
Jesus. In each of these Gospel readings, we hear portions of 
the infancy narratives with which we are familiar. 
 
The Gospel for the Christmas Mass during the day is taken 
from the beginning of John’s Gospel, but this part of John’s 
Gospel is not an infancy narrative like those found in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Instead, John’s Gospel starts at 
the very beginning and presents the Creation story as the 
framework for announcing the Incarnation. John’s opening 
words echo the first verse in the Book of Genesis. This 
framework invites us to view Jesus’ birth from God’s 
perspective. Each of the Gospels makes clear that Jesus’ birth 
was the result of God’s initiative. John’s Gospel, however, 
emphasizes that Jesus’ birth was the divine intention from the 
moment of Creation. 
 
As we observe in today’s reading, the Gospel of John includes 
highly philosophical and theological language. One example 
that particularly stands out in this Gospel is John’s repeated 
references to “the Word” in the opening verse. This expression 
(logos in the Greek) borrows from a concept found in both 
Jewish and Greek thought. Jews used this phrase to describe 
God’s action in the Creation story, for example, and in the 
Wisdom literature. In Greek thought, the logos was 
understood as an intermediary between God and humanity. 
John and others in the early Church adopted this language to 
describe God’s incarnation in Jesus. As the term was used to 
express the Trinitarian faith of Christians, the Word came to 
be equated with the Second Person of the Trinity. 
 
In this prologue to the Gospel of John, we also hear the main 
themes that will be developed in his Gospel. These are often 
presented as dualities: light and dark, truth and falsehood, life 
and death, and belief and unbelief. We also hear in this 
prologue a unique aspect of John’s Gospel, the theme of 
testimony. John the Baptist was sent by God to testify to Jesus, 
the light. Others in this Gospel will also offer testimony about 
Jesus. The reader is invited to accept this testimony, which 
bears witnesses to Jesus, the Son of God. But even more 
directly, Jesus’ action and words will testify to Jesus’ identity as 
God’s Incarnate Word. 
 

 

December 25, 2022  

Christmas: “If you will be alone this Christmas, 
remember that you’re never alone. In prayer, spend 
some time with the Holy Family in their solitude. 

Holidays need not be lonely. You can actually make 
Christmas an intentional spiritual retreat, a planned 
time of prayer with the best company imaginable.” 

Bishop William Byrne - Don’t forget to register for 
the Eucharistic Congress at the Mass Mutual 

Center, Saturday, March 4th - Website:  
catholiclifeconference.org  

 Christmas -- December 25, 2021  

“He gave power to become children of God.” 
If you think you may be called to share the 

Father’s love as a priest, religious sister  
or brother… 

Call Fr. Jonathan Reardon 413-248-7034  
or write: vocations@diospringfield.org 

 



 

 

Hadley Food Pantry 
A project of MHR and First Congregational Church 

If you,  or  someone you know, are struggling to buy enough food, the Food Pantry can help 
 by providing a variety of nonperishable items and personal care products to supplement  
purchased items.  The Hadley Food Pantry is open every Sunday from noon to 1:00 pm.  

The food pantry is open to any Hadley resident in need..  
 

Items needed this week: 

 

THANK YOU TO PANERA BREAD FOR PROVINDING BREADS AND PASTRIES  
FOR THE FOOD PANTRY EACH WEEK!!  

Monetary donations are always welcomed to help cover the cost of  
replenishing the shelves.  You may drop off donations at the office during regular hours 

or put them in an envelope marked “food pantry” and place in the collection 
basket.  Checks should be made payable to MHR Church 

with “food pantry” written in the memo line.  Your continued support is  appreciated by 
those who rely on the pantry. Please do not donate expired food.  

 

 Personal care items such as soaps & toothpaste, etc.  

 
The 1st Annual 'Ugly Christmas Sweater Weekend at MHR' 

this Epiphany! 
Don't put your Ugly Christmas Sweater away too soon!!  On the 
Feast of the Epiphany, January 7-8th, we will inaugurate  "Ugly 

Christmas Sweater Weekend" at Most Holy Redeemer.  This will 
be an annual event, usually on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

but because that falls on a Monday, this year, we will  
celebrate on Epiphany weekend.  So, put on your favorite ugly  
Christmas sweater and help MHR 
keep the Christmas spirit strong 

throughout Christmastide. 
 
 

 
The Star of Bethlehem: The Legacy of the Magi 

 
Could a fifty-dollar purchase of an ancient coin by Rutgers 

University astronomer Michael Molnar have unlocked the mystery 
of the Christmas star?  Come Most Holy Trinity Parish on Epiphany 
Sunday, January 8th, at 2pm to hear Fr Doug tell the story of how 
Dr. Molnar combined his knowledge of modern astronomy with 

ancient astrology to try and unlock the mystery of the  
Star of Bethlehem. 

 
 

 
 
   

                             
Rosaries will be said on  
Dec 27th & Jan. 10th. 
 
Please join us for coffee  
after 10:30 Mass on Sunday at the 
Parish Hall.  
 
We have Oplatki for sale in the office.   
The cost is $5.00 per package.  
 
Christmas Masses are scheduled as follows:  
Sat., December 24th    4 and 9pm 
Sun., December 25th   9 and 11am 
 
Many thanks to all the parishioners that have 
contributed to The Christmas Flowers.  
Family members will receive a listing after the holidays.  
 
The Knights of Columbus Council 1619 of Amherst and 
Hadley have boys and girls coats that they would like to 
give to those children that need them. You can either 
contact Frank Lattuca, Grand Knight, 253-5858, or the 
Most Holy Redeemer office with your request. Please let 
us know the size and if it is for a boy or girl. We hope 
you all have a Merry Christmas and  a Happy New Year. 
 
Much appreciation to  Father Doug for the  tremendous 
job that he is doing at Most Holy Redeemer.  His skills 
and talents have added a very positive dimension to our 
Church.  
 
Many thanks to all of the volunteers for decorating our 
beautiful Church for Christmas. 
 
Wishing everyone a Very Merry 
and Blessed Christmas! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

What is the real meaning of Christmas? 
Every year, the holiday season takes on a whole new level of joyful yet frene c ac vity. With 
so much pressure and prepara on behind making a perfect Christmas, at mes we need to 
remind ourselves of the real meaning of Christmas. In this ar cle, we’d like to look beyond 
Rudolph, Frosty, Elf on a Shelf and even Santa. We’d like to dig deeper into our understand-
ing of Jesus and His rela onship with God. 

Have you ever heard the phrases “Jesus is the reason for the season” or “Keep Christ in 
Christmas” spoken this me of year? There is a good chance you’ve seen them on bumper 
s ckers or heard it spoken at mass. While these phrases provide a good start, let us dig even 
deeper into the real meaning of Christmas. Consider this: 

“God is the Reason 
for the Season. The 
Child of Christmas 
IS God.” 

As parts of the holy trinity, they 
are one in the same, aren’t they? 
When people think of the real 
meaning of Christmas, they usu-
ally think of the birth of Jesus 
Christ in a manger long ago. 
While this event is so special and 
miraculous, let us take this op-
portunity to think about the re-
la onship between Jesus and 
God. What we mean is this – ra-
ther than focus on the birth of 
an infant Jesus Christ, let us 
think about Christmas as God 
being born into the world into 
the fully human form of Jesus 
Christ. Let us view Christmas as 
God becoming man without di-
minishing His divine nature. Let 

us also view Christmas as a celebra on of God’s love for each and every person in the whole 
world. 

At the end of the day, does it make a difference if you say that the real meaning of Christmas 
is about Jesus or about God? You are not wrong to say it either way, but thinking about the 
miracle of Christmas and God’s love for all can deepen our understanding of what we are re-
ally celebra ng. 


