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VOTIVE LIGHT PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

For Our Military:  Chris Ahlemeyer,  
Edmund Loughran, & Troy Meyer, 

Sam Salvatore, Austin Boisvert 
 

For Victoria, Edward, & Theresa Banas  
from Fr. Charles  
For John & Justina Kzcowski , from family 
For Philip, Catherine, & Nancy  Woodard  
from Wayne  & Irene Woodard 
For the health of Claire, from the O’Donnell family.  
For Edward Machno & Frances (Machno) Slattery 
 from Fr. Charles  
For Patricia M. Bye , from husband Joe 
For Henry Malek, Sr  from Betty & Bill Koszewski 
For Adams, Asselin, Daughdrill & Muraski families  
from Nancy & Stan Adams 
For Clara & “Duff” Pipczynski, requested by  
June Suleski. 
For Edward Kelly; requested by  
Chris & Jeff Sadlowski.  
For Barbara Fydenkevez; requested by Richard 
Buckowski & family.  
 

 
This Week’s  MASS INTENTIONS 

 
The Sanctuary Lamp for this week is in memory of   

Marion Szala (Kostek) , requested by the family.  
 
 

Each day, the people of  the Hampshire Deanery will be  
praying for one  of the clergy assigned to the deanery  

or  is retired here.  
 

Saturday, March 11, 2023  Fr. John Smegal 
4:00 pm:  “Duff “  & Clara ( 2yr Anniv.)  Pipczynski;  
requested by family.  
 
Sunday, March 12.  2023  Bishop Byrne 
8:00am: Tommy Klemyk (4th yr. anniv); requested by Wayne 
& Irene Woodard.  
10:30 am: John Szymkowicz ( 21 yr. anniv.) ; requested by 
wife & family.  
 
Monday, March 13, 2023  Father John Gawienoski 
8:00 am: Clayton & Edith Fitzgerald; requested by family.  
 
Tuesday, March 14, 2023  Deacon Lynch 
8:00 am: Marjorie; requested by Amy. 
 
Wednesday, March 15, 2023  Fr. Kingsley Ihejirika 
 NO MASS 
 
Thursday,  March 16, 2023   Fr. Douglas McGonagle 
8:00 am: Raymond & Marion Kostek; requested by Amy. 
 
Friday, March 17, 2023  Our Seminarians 
8:00 am: Clara & “Duff” Pipczynski; requested by  
June Suleski & family.   
  
Saturday, March 18, 2023  Fr. Valentine Nworah 
8:00 am: Adolph (“Duff”) Pipczynski; requested by  
Gerald & Alvira Balut. 
 
Sunday, March 19, 2023  Bishop McDonnell 
8:00 am: Justina Kzcowski; requested by Ann, Anthony & 
Stanley Sadlowski.  
10:30am: Charlie Malek; requested by the Forman’s. 

Baptism, Confirmation, & Wedding  
Information 

Baptism is available for infants, children, and 
adults.  To sign up for classes, call the Faith  
Formation Office: 413-584-1326.  For the  
Sacrament of Confirmation for Adults, please 
call the office: 413-584-1326 or pick up a  
brochure at either church entrance. Wedding 
dates cannot be set until after a meeting with the 
parish priest, at least 1 year before the desired 
date.  Please call the office for an appointment. 

 

To have the altar flowers in memory of a loved one, 
the cost is $50.00 per week. 

You may also have the Sanctuary Lamp lit in 
memory of a loved one for $10.00 per week. This is a 
wonderful opportunity, just in case a Mass is booked 
for that particular week. These funds will be used to 

defray the cost of these expenses. 
 

Thank you for your continued & generous support 
of our parish community! 

Weekly & Year to Date Collection  

Feb 25-26 $2,788 This Year: $103,947.70 

Ash  Wed.  $930.20   

Easter  
Flowers 

$47.50 Budget:  $127,750 

Total this 
week: 

$3,765.70 Shortfall:  $-23,802.30 

 
Please call the office if you would 
like to purchase Altar flowers in 

memory of a loved one.  

 
 
 
  
Easter Flowers to date: $ 127.50 
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After the conversation, the Samaritan woman becomes a 
disciple. Even though she is an outcast and not a Jew, she 
returns to her town to lead others to Jesus and to wonder 
whether she has found the Messiah. The Samaritan 
townspeople return with her to meet Jesus for themselves, 
and many are said to come to believe in him. 

The significance of the encounter between Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman has many levels. The first is personal: The 
woman is herself converted to belief in Jesus as Messiah 
because he knows her sin but speaks with her just the same. 
The second is social: Having come to know Jesus as the 
Messiah, the Samaritan woman becomes an evangelist to her 
own people. 

The third level of the story is educational: Jesus uses his 
encounter with the Samaritan woman to teach his disciples 
that God’s mercy is without limit. The disciples return from 
their shopping quite confused to find Jesus talking with a 
Samaritan, and a woman at that! But the conversion of the 
Samaritan townspeople is a foretaste of the kind of open 
community that will be created among those who believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah. 

March 12, 2023 
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Gospel Reading 
John 4 5-42 
Jesus reveals himself to the Samaritan 
woman at the well. (shorter form: John 4 5-
15,19b-26,39a,40-42) 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

On this Sunday and the next two Sundays, we break from 
reading the Gospel of Matthew to read from John’s Gospel. 
The Gospel of John is the only Gospel not assigned to a 
particular liturgical year. Instead, readings from John’s Gospel 
are interspersed throughout our three-year liturgical cycle. 

In today’s Gospel, the dialogue between Jesus and a woman 
from Samaria is among the most lengthy and most theological 
found in Scripture. The most startling aspect of the 
conversation is that it happens at all. Jesus, an observant Jew 
of that time, was expected to avoid conversation with women 
in public. The animosity between the Jews and the Samaritans 
should have prevented the conversation as well. The woman 
herself alludes to the break from tradition: “How can you, a 
Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” Yet Jesus not 
only converses with the woman, he also asks to share her 
drinking vessel, an action that makes him unclean according 
to Jewish law. 

The initial conversation between Jesus and the woman is 
better understood if we consider the importance of water, 
especially in the climate of Israel. At first, the woman 
understands Jesus’ promise of “living water” in a literal sense: 
“Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to 
keep coming here to draw water.” With no running water, the 
daily trip to the well by the women of the community was of 
paramount importance. The women of the town would have 
traveled to the well in the early morning, but this woman came 
to the well at noon, the hottest time of the day. The timing of 
her visit is a clear sign that she is an outcast within the 
Samaritan community. We learn in her conversation with 
Jesus that she is an outcast because of her “many husbands.” 

Behind the conversation lies the animosity and rivalry 
between the Jews and the Samaritans. Samaritans shared 
Jewish ancestry, but Samaritans had intermarried with 
foreigners when they lived under the rule of the Assyrians. 
Samaritan religion included worship of Yahweh, but was also 
influenced by the worship of other gods. When the Jews 
refused Samaritan help in the building of the Temple at 
Jerusalem, the Samaritans eventually built a temple for 
Jerusalem, the Samaritans eventually built a temple for 
Jerusalem, the Samaritans eventually built a temple for 
themselves at Mt. Gerizim (the same mountain mentioned by 
the woman at the well). Like the Jews, the Samaritans believed 
that a Messiah would come. 

 

 

 PARISH	MISSION	STATEMENT 
Most Holy Redeemer Church was created in 1998 with the merging 
of Holy Rosary Church (1917) and St. John’s Church (1915), both of 
Hadley.  
As the one Roman Catholic Church in the Town of  
Hadley, Massachusetts, our Mission is: 
 
—to be a welcoming place of worship for all. 
 
—to proclaim the word of God and celebrate the sacraments. 
 
—to attend to our ongoing formation in Christian living and support 
one another in spiritual growth. 
 
—to dedicate our service to God. 
 
—to recognize and support our responsibility for God’s  
people, for spiritual and corporal works of mercy to the larger 
community, area, and world. 
 
—to celebrate our belief in the message and teachings of  
Jesus Christ and the Roman Catholic Church and demonstrate our 
appreciation for the many gifts we have received. 
 
Most Holy Redeemer is saying the Rosary on two 
Tuesdays of each month at 6:00 pm.                                                 

 



 

 

Hadley Food Pantry 
A project of MHR and First Congregational Church 

If you,  or  someone you know, are struggling to buy enough food, the Food Pantry can help 
 by providing a variety of nonperishable items and personal care products to supplement  
purchased items.  The Hadley Food Pantry is open every Sunday from noon to 1:00 pm.  

The food pantry is open to any Hadley resident in need. 
 

Items needed this week: 
 

 

THANK YOU TO PANERA BREAD FOR PROVINDING BREADS AND PASTRIES  
FOR THE FOOD PANTRY EACH WEEK!!  

Monetary donations are always welcomed to help cover the cost of  
replenishing the shelves.  You may drop off donations at the office during regular 
hours or put them in an envelope marked “food pantry” and place in the collection 
basket.  Checks should be made payable to MHR Church with 

 “food pantry” written in the memo line.  Your continued support is  appreciated by 
those who rely on the pantry.  Please do not donate expired food. 

 
 

                                
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday is the kickoff to the 2023 
Annual Catholic Appeal “Radiate the Light of 
Christ.” Through the Annual Catholic Appeal, 

we as Catholics connect with thousands of 
people across western Massachusetts who 

need the love and mercy of Jesus Christ. His 
teaching to love and care for the poor; to 

educate; to protect the unborn; to 
communicate the Gospel; to visit those 

in prison and share God’s mercy message- 
happens because of your gifts to the Annual 

Catholic Appeal. You are the face of the 
Catholic Church and you “Radiate the Light of 
Christ” with your gift. Please take time to make 
your donation today online through the secure 

link at: 
www.diospringfield.org/aca 

Thank you. 
 
 

THE POLISH JUNIOR LEAGUE  
OF MASSACHUSETTS    

The Polish Junior League of Massachusetts is 
accepting application for scholarships for college 

students of Polish heritage.  Application information 
and forms may be obtained at  

www.polishjuniorleaguema.org/applications  
Deadline for receipt of application materials is  

May 1, 2023 
 

                         
 
The Rosary  will be said on  
 March 21st  & April 4th at 6pm. 
 
Stations of the Cross are  
scheduled during the Lenten season  
every Friday at 6:30 pm. 
 
Please join us for coffee  
after 10:30 Mass on Sunday at the 
Parish Hall.  
 
Many thanks to Hopkins Academy for donating large 
quantities of food to the Food Pantry.  
 
If you would like to receive a tax statement for your 2022 
contributions to MHR, please make your requests now. 
Put your name, address, and envelope # (if you know it) 
in an envelope marked Tax Statement Request and drop 
it in the Collection basket. You can also stop by the 
office during office hours.   
 
We welcome Tom Waskiewicz to the Pastoral Council. 
 
Father will be having classes on the G.K. Chesterson 
Group. They will be scheduled on the third Wednesdays 
of the month from 6:30-8:30 in the Rectory. More details 
to follow. All are welcome. 
 
A thank you letter was received by Fr. Doug from The 
Bethlehem House. They are very grateful to Father and 
the parishioners for the baby items that were donated in 
the month of December.  
 
We will be receiving religious articles, pictures, etc. in 
the near future that will be donated from a parishioner's 
home.  Please call the office if there is any interest in 
receiving these items. 
 
 
 

                                                    Cooking Oils and Coffee 



 

 

 
 

 

Perspectives on Lent 
 

Just imagine that this Lent is going to be different from every other Lent we've experienced. Im-
agine that there will be many graces offered us this year. Let's even imagine that God is going to 
help transform our lives, with greater freedom, greater joy, and deeper desires for love and ser-
vice. 

Preparing our hearts is a process of preparing our desires. This means practicing our sense of an-
ticipation. If we imagine Lent as an "ordeal" or a time to dread in some way, then we've already 
pre-disposed ourselves to not get very much out of it. These days before Lent are a time to start 
anticipating something wonderful that is about to happen. 

Our sense of excitement and anticipation will grow more easily if we begin to imagine what God 
wants to give us. There is something coming that we can truly look forward to. If we get too fo-
cused on ourselves and what we are going to do or not do, we could risk missing the gift God 
wants to give us. We have to keep aware of the fact that grace comes from God. This is about 
God's great desire to bless us. With this mindset, it is easier for us to imagine that what we really 
want to do is place ourselves in a space to receive what God wants to give us. 

We receive God’s gifts as body-persons. We experience things with our senses, relish them with 
our imaginations, and share in God’s own creative and loving activity when our hearts and hands 
work together for and with others. 

We can let our homes be places full of the holy – things that help raise our minds and hearts to 
God. Our world is full of so many images that lure our minds and hearts elsewhere. Some symbols 
will carry the ongoing meaning we give them, for us and for our families and loved ones. 

We can make sure that we have a crucifix in a central place in our home during Lent. A bowl of 
water on our dining room table can be transformed into a reminder of our preparing to renew 
our baptismal promises. A candle can be lit at each meal to remind us of the light of Christ among 
us in Lent and to prepare us for the new fire being lit at the Easter Vigil. Placing a Bible in a cen-
tral place in our home reminds us of the central place of God’s Word in our lives on this Lenten 
journey. 

This year’s Lent can be different. It will take an openness to God’s grace, a deep desire to receive 
what is being offered us, and a few signs and symbols to help us stay focused throughout the sea-
son. But if we do these things, God’s desire for our hearts and our desire for greater union with 
God will meet. Lent will no longer feel like a burden, but rather a blessing. 


