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VOTIVE LIGHT PRAYER INTENTIONS 
 

For Our Military:  Chris Ahlemeyer,  
Edmund Loughran, & Troy Meyer, 

Sam Salvatore, Austin Boisvert 
 
 

For Victoria, Edward, & Theresa Banas  
from Fr. Charles  
For John & Justina Kzcowski , from family 
For Philip, Catherine, & Nancy  Woodard  
from Wayne  & Irene Woodard 
For the health of Claire, from the O’Donnell family.  
For Edward Machno & Frances (Machno) Slattery 
from Fr. Charles  
For Patricia M. Bye , from husband Joe 
For Henry Malek, Sr  from Betty & Bill Koszewski 
For Adams, Asselin, Daughdrill & Muraski families  
from Nancy & Stan Adams 
For Clara & “Duff” Pipczynski, requested by  
June Suleski. 
For Edward Kelly; requested by  
Chris & Jeff Sadlowski.  
For Barbara Fydenkevez; requested by  
Richard Buckowski & family.  
For David Chmura; requested by Mom & Dad. 

For Edward & Helen Waskiewicz; requested by Michael.  

 

This Week’s  MASS INTENTIONS 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp for this week is in memory of   
Michael Bell for his 40th Anniversary, requested by family.   

 
Each day, the people of  the Hampshire Deanery will be  

praying for one  of the clergy assigned to the deanery  
or  is retired here.  

 
Saturday, April 1, 2023   Deacon Fleury 
4:00 pm:  David Chmura; requested by Mom & Dad.  
 
Sunday, April 2, 2023  Father Bill Hamilton  
8:00 am:  Catherine Woodard ( 9 yr. Anniv.);  
requested by Wayne & Irene.  
 
10:30am: Charles Malek, Sr., requested by  
Michael Waskiewicz.   
 
Monday, April 3, 2023  Deacon Channel 
8:00am: Stanley Filipowicz;  requested by  
Anna Filipowicz.  
 
Tuesday, April 4, 2023  Fr. Bill Pomerleau 
8:00 am: Mark Madenski; requested by family.  
 
Wednesday, April 5, 2023  Vocations 
NO MASS 
 
Holy Thursday, April 6, 2023   Deacon Kolasinski 
7:00 pm: Edward & Helen Waskiewicz;   
requested by Ron, Chris, & family.  
8:00– 9:00pm Adoration 
9:00 Compline — Night Prayer    
 
Good Friday, April 7, 2023  Fr. David Raymond  
3:00pm: Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 
6:30pm: Stations of the Cross 
  
Holy Saturday, April 8, 2023   Fr. John Smegal 
8:00 pm:  People of MHR  
 
Easter Sunday, April 9, 2023  Bishop Byrne  
8:00 am:  Henry Matuszko; requested by family.  
10:30am: Joseph Dutchie Tudryn & Ro Mattesom; 
requested by family.  

Baptism, Confirmation, & Wedding  
Information 

Baptism is available for infants, children, and adults.  
To sign up for classes, call the Faith Formation Office: 
413-584-1326.  For the Sacrament of Confirmation 
for Adults, please call the office: 413-584-1326 or 
pick up a brochure at either church entrance.  
Wedding dates cannot be set until after a meeting 
with the parish priest, at least 1 year before the de-
sired date.  Please call the office for an appointment. 

 

To have the altar flowers in memory of a loved one, 
the cost is $50.00 per week. 

You may also have the Sanctuary Lamp lit in 
memory of a loved one for $10.00 per week. This is a 
wonderful opportunity, just in case a Mass is booked 
for that particular week. These funds will be used to 

defray the cost of these expenses. 
 

Thank you for your continued & generous support 
of our parish community! 

Weekly & Year to Date Collection  

Mar 19-20 $3,364.00 This Year: $115,470.70 

Easter 
Flowers  

$86.00   

Easter  & 
Good Fri.  

$30.00 Budget:  $138,700 

Weekly  
Totals:     

$3,480.00 Shortfall:  $-23,229.30 

 
Please call the office if you would 
like to purchase altar flowers for 

a loved one.  

                              

                                   Easter Flowers to date:  
 

                                            $1,754.50 

 



 

 

 

 

forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26 28)While the Gospels 
of Matthew and Mark have many parallels in their 
narrative of the Passion, there are a few details worth 
noting that are unique to Matthew. Only Matthew 
indicates the price paid to Judas for betraying Jesus. The 
story of Judas’s death is also found only in Matthew, as 
is the detail that Pilate’s wife received a warning in a 
dream and that Pilate washed his hands of Jesus’ death. 
Finally, Matthew’s Gospel alone mentions the 
earthquakes and other phenomena that happened after 
Jesus’ death. 

Matthew places the responsibility for Jesus’ death on the 
Sanhedrin, the chief priests and elders who were 
responsible for the Temple. However, the animosity that 
those Jewish leaders and the Jewish people demonstrate 
toward Jesus is not to be interpreted in ways that blame 
the Jewish people for Jesus’ death. Throughout 
Matthew’s Gospel, the narrative reflects the tension that 
probably existed between the early Christian 
community and their Jewish contemporaries. At the 
Second Vatican Council, the Council Fathers made clear 
that all sinners share responsibility for the suffering and 
death of Jesus and that it is wrong to place blame for 
Jesus’ Passion on the Jewish contemporaries of Jesus or 
on Jewish people today. 

There are many vantage points from which to engage in 
Jesus’ Passion. In the characters of Matthew’s Gospel, 
we find reflections of ourselves and the many ways in 
which we sometimes respond to Jesus. Sometimes we 
are like Judas, who betrays Jesus and comes to regret it. 
We are sometimes like Peter, who denies him, or like the 
disciples, who fell asleep during Jesus’ darkest hour but 
then act rashly and violently at his arrest. Sometimes we 
are like Simon, who is pressed into service to help Jesus 
carry his cross. Sometimes we are like the leaders who 
fear Jesus or like Pontius Pilate, who washed his hands 
of the whole affair. Jesus dies so that our sins will be 
forgiven. 

The events of Jesus’ Passion, death, and Resurrection 
are called the Paschal Mystery. No amount of study will 
exhaust or explain the depth of love that Jesus showed 
in offering this sacrifice for us. After we have examined 
and studied the stories we have received about these 
events, we are left with one final task—to meditate on 
these events and on the forgiveness that Jesus’ 
obedience won for us. 

  

 

April 2, 2023 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 26 14—27 66 
Jesus is crucified, and his body is placed 
in the tomb. (shorter form: Matthew 27 11
-54) 

Background on the Gospel Reading 

Today we begin Holy Week, the days during which we 
journey with Jesus on his way of the cross and anticipate 
his Resurrection on Easter. Today’s liturgy begins with the 
procession with palms to remind us of Jesus’ triumphant 
entrance into Jerusalem. 

The events of Jesus’ Passion are proclaimed in their 
entirety in today’s Liturgy of the Word. Those events 
will be proclaimed again when we celebrate the liturgies 
of the Triduum—Holy Thursday’s Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper, the Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion, and the 
Easter Vigil. In communities that celebrate the 
Sacraments of Initiation with catechumens, these 
liturgies take on special importance because they invite 
the catechumens and the community to enter together 
into the central mysteries of our faith. These days are 
indeed profound and holy. 

In Cycle A, we read the Passion of Jesus as found in the 
Gospel of Matthew on Palm, or Passion, Sunday. (On 
Good Friday, we will read the Passion of Jesus from the 
Gospel of John). The story of Jesus’ Passion and death in 
Matthew’s Gospel focuses particularly on the obedience 
of Jesus to the will of his Father. As Jesus sends his 
disciples to prepare for Passover, he indicates that the 
events to come are the will of the Father (Matthew 
26 18). In Jesus’ prayer in the garden, he prays three 
times to the Father to take away the cup of suffering, 
but each time, Jesus concludes by affirming his 
obedience to the Father’s will (Matthew 26 39-44). Even 
Matthew’s description of Jesus’ death shows Jesus’ 
obedience to the Father. 

Another theme of Matthew’s Gospel is to show Jesus as 
the fulfillment of Scripture. Throughout the Passion 
narrative, Matthew cites and alludes to Scripture to 
show that the events of Jesus’ Passion and death are in 
accordance with all that was foretold. And if the events 
were foretold, then God is in control. In addition, 
Matthew is particularly concerned that the reader does 
not miss the fact that Jesus is the Suffering Servant of 
the Old Testament. 

Jesus acts in obedience to the Father even in death, so 
that sins may be forgiven. Matthew makes this clear in 
the story of the Lord’s Supper. As Jesus blesses the 
chalice, he says: “. . . for this is my blood of the 
covenant, which will be shed on behalf of many for the   



 

 

Hadley Food Pantry 
A project of MHR and First Congregational Church 

If you,  or  someone you know, are struggling to buy enough food, the Food Pantry can help 
 by providing a variety of nonperishable items and personal care products to supplement  
purchased items.  The Hadley Food Pantry is open every Sunday from noon to 1:00 pm.  

The food pantry is open to any Hadley resident in need. 
 

Items needed this week: 
 

 

THANK YOU TO PANERA BREAD FOR PROVINDING BREADS AND PASTRIES  
FOR THE FOOD PANTRY EACH WEEK!!  

Monetary donations are always welcomed to help cover the cost of  
replenishing the shelves.  You may drop off donations at the office during regular 
hours or put them in an envelope marked “food pantry” and place in the collection 
basket.  Checks should be made payable to MHR Church with 

 “food pantry” written in the memo line.  Your continued support is  appreciated by 
those who rely on the pantry.  Please do not donate expired food. 

 
 

 
Wednesday,  April 5th                      
· The movie “The Passion of the Christ”, will be shown 

in the Church at 8:00 PM. 
 
Holy Thursday, April 6th 
· There is NO morning Mass.  

· Thursday of the Lord’s Supper Mass 7:00 PM.  
 
Good Friday, April 7th 
· There are NO morning Mass nor afternoon Mass for 

First Friday.  

· Celebration of The Passion of the Lord is at 3:00 PM. 

· The Stations of the Cross is at 6:30 PM. 
 
Holy Saturday, April 8th 
· Food will be blessed in the Parish Hall at 11:00 AM.  

· Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  8:00 PM. 
 
Easter Sunday, April 9th  
· Easter Sunday in the Resurrection of the Lord  

Masses at 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM. 

   
Please join us for coffee after  
10:30 Mass on Sunday at the Parish Hall.  
 
The Rosary  will be said on April 4th & 18th at 6pm. 
 
Save the date: Our Annual Volunteer Appreciation  Dinner 
will be Saturday, April 15th. It will be catered by 
parishioner Gerry Devine and his crew. Music is supplied 
by our resident DJ bill Killeen. Invitations went out this 
past week to those on record as volunteers; some were 
mailed, but most were emailed If you volunteered in any 
way for the parish but did not receive an invitation and 
plan to attend, please contact Joan Smola by email at 
jmmsmola.com, or by phone at 413-584-1901 by Tuesday, 
April 4th. Spouses of volunteers are also invited  

The Easter Food Drive is happening now! Please bring any 
items for the Food Pantry and leave in bins at the entrance 
to the church. I bring food to 7 senior citizens and 7 
families. If you would like to donate a ham or money to 
purchase a ham, please contact Denise at 413-584-1859. 
Thank you! 
 
 
Are you new to the Parish and would like to register? It is 
quick and simple! Please find registration forms at both 
entrances to the Church. Or, feel free to call the office and 
I will walk you through it! WELCOME!! 
 
 
An 'old' friend of Fr Doug's, a woman who lives in Leverett, 
wishes to attend Mass here at MHR but is in need of a 
ride.  Can you help?  If you can give here a lift, or if you 
would like more details, please contact the parish office. 
 
Many,  many thanks to the Knights of Columbus for 
sponsoring the funding for the retreat and 
lunch.  

                                                    Taco Kits and Pasta Sauce  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Confirmation Class attended the Catholic Life Conference and really enjoyed the day.  

Here are some comments from the students:  

Seth: “No matter what, God will always be with us to guide us through hard times in life. We 
are a community and should support others.” 

Eli: “At this retreat, I really liked how one of the speakers said that we have to live and 
abide in the love of God.” 

Dillon: “ In Christianity, we are all one body. We are never alone because of our peers and 
Jesus. Jesus unites us all and even though many people here don’t speak the same language, 
we are united.” 

Anonymous: “The feeling of being welcomed to come.” 

 

Thank You Messages from the Students: 

Seth: “Thank you for making the retreat possible. I had a lot of fun and I’m glad I went.” 

James  “Thank you for hosting the retreat. I really learned and increased my knowledge 
about God. I enjoyed it very much and I ‘m glad that I was able to attend. 

”Anonymous: “Thank you for holding this retreat. I got a lot out of the public speakers mes-
sages.” 

Anonymous: “Thank you for funding our retreat at the Mass Mutual Center. It was a great 
experience.” 

Anonymous: “Thank you very much for organizing the event. It was really nice and a great 
experience to see so many people come together in faith.” 

Christian: “Thank you so much for sponsoring our church at the retreat! I really enjoyed lis-
tening to all the speakers and going around to the vendors. I really had a good time thanks 
to you! Thanks again! 

Eli: “Thank you, Knights of Columbus for paying for our retreat. I enjoyed the retreat very 
much. I believe it was a great way to strengthen my faith. Thanks a lot!” 

 


