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WELCOME 
To the Parish Family of 

OUR LADY OF VICTORIES 
(The Little Church with the BIG Heart) 

 

COME WORSHIP WITH US 
THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/CONFESSION: 
Monday - Friday 7:30am –7:50am.   
First Friday at 6:30pm 

Saturday at 11:00a.m.-Noon; 3:00pm –3:40pm 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism, call the rectory. 
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
2THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Sick calls at any time in emergency.  
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious 
Life should contact the Vocations Office at 973.497.4365. 

 
Latin Mass every Sunday 8:15AM 
Spanish Mass every Sunday 1PM 



50 or PENTECOST 
The Feast of Pentecost. The word Pentecost means fifty. The number fifty 
points to fullness, to ripeness, to a time that is ready for something to happen. 
This feast has three levels :   
 A. Harvest Festival. Israel, fifty days-seven weeks to the day-after the sickle  
was first put to the grain there was a harvest festival. Fifty days after the grain 
harvest, processions of pilgrims bore baskets of their first fruits to the temple as 
an offering in thanks for the harvest. It was something akin to our Thanksgiving 
day.       
  B. Torah Festival. In later Judaism (two centuries before Christ) Pentecost was 
seven weeks to the day after the Passover Sabbath to celebrate the giving        
of the Law at Sinai where God had made a people for Himself. Akin to our     
Independence Day.   
 C. Spirit Festival. Evangelization Festival. Prophetic Festival. Seven weeks to 
the day after Jesus died and rose from the dead, He breathes the wind and fire 
of His Spirit upon His Church. This is the fulfillment of the Harvest festival : Fifty 
days after the sickle had been put to the grain, fifty days after Jesus was hung 
on a cross, crucified and buried, fifty days after the promised Seed that had 
been buried in the ground sprouted to life, there was a harvest festival of the 
resurrection - the reaping of the souls. This is also the fulfillment of the Torah 
feast: Fifty days after His exodus through death into life, Jesus forms a people, 
His Israel, His Church. On this day, with the descent of the Holy Spirit, Christ's 
mission is completed, and the New Covenant is inaugurated. Today we are at 
the fiftieth day of the Easter celebration: seven weeks of seven days, a week of 
weeks, now culminating in a festival fiftieth day. The Church's birthday. A day of 
celebration for the outpouring of the Spirit and the spread of the Gospel to all 
nations. The red paraments remind us of Pentecost fire, the fire of Jesus' love 
poured out in the Holy Spirit towards others.  
 

EASTER DUTY 
The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty*) that is the obligation of 
receiving the Eucharist for Easter extends to the Solemnity of the Holy Trini-
ty, June 16, 2019. No one conscious of committing a serious or mortal sin 
should receive Holy Communion until they have first gone to the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation a.k.a. Confession. Confessions are heard every 
Saturday from 11:00AM to Noon and 3:00-3:40PM, every Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday morning at 7:30AM, as well as every First Friday at 6:30PM, and a 
Priest is also available to hear Confessions daily by appointment. 
 

 JUST A REMINDER 
The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of penance, 
but each individual may substitute for the traditional abstinence from meat 
some other practice of voluntary self-denial as penance. 

 

Saint Cyril of Jerusalem: Why did Christ call the grace of the Spirit      
water? Because all things are dependent on water; plants and animals have 
their origin in water. Water comes down from heaven as rain, and although it is 
always the same in itself, it produces many different effects ... Like a dry tree 
which puts forth shoots when watered, the soul bears the fruit of holiness when 
repentance has made it worthy of receiving the Holy Spirit. The Spirit strength-
ens man's self-control, shows another how to help the poor, teaches another to 
fast and lead a life of ascetism, makes another oblivious of the needs of the 
body, trains another for martyrdom.  
 
 

“I own nothing but my sins." St. Francis of Assisi 

Fr. Wojciech’s Corner -     

    Psalm 98:4–6 says, “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the  earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!” That is how somebody 
congratulated me on the breaking news. Therefore, I would like to make 
a joyful noise because May 31st, 2019 (the feast of the Visitation) I     
received a letter from Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin appointing me as     
pastor of Our Lady of Victories parish as of July 1, 2019. 
   For me and our parish that was truly a visitation with a “pregnant news”. 
I am very honored to serve you all for the upcoming six years. And as I 
said at several Masses if we survive together, another six years. There 
will be an official Ceremony of Installation probably in late September to 
which I am inviting you all already. More details will be coming. Let us 
pray for each other. 
   GREAT THANK YOU, to numerous parishioners who helped to put 
together Deacon Al’s 20th Anniversary, that was such a great celebra-
tion and tribute to God, Deacon Al and his family for well deserved     
service. 
   With the Solemnity of the Descent of the Holy Spirit we will conclude 
Easter season and enter into the Ordinary Time; however extraordinary 
celebrations are not over. The life of the Church is from celebration to 
celebration (a great way to prepare for ETERNAL banquet in heaven). 
   June 22nd on the Vigil of Corpus Christi after 5PM Mass we will have 
an opportunity to publicly profess our faith in the Real Presence of Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament by participating in the Solemn Corpus Christi 
procession. I invite all parishioners, especially children who received this 
year for the first time Jesus in the Eucharist to come with their 1st Holy 
Communion outfits. More details to follow.  
   Please remember to REGISTER your children for next year’s CCD 
by the end of June.  

 
 

SPIRITUAL EXCERPT 
 

Sport at the Service of the Spirit 
“Sport, properly directed, develops character, makes a man courageous, a 
generous loser, and a gracious victor; it refines the senses, gives intellec-
tual penetration, and steels the will to endurance.  It is not merely a physi-
cal development then.  Sport, rightly understood, is an  occupation of the 
whole man, and while perfecting the body as an instrument of the mind, it 
also makes the mind itself a more refined instrument for the search and 
communication of truth and helps man to achieve that end to which all 
others must be subservient, the service and praise of his Creator.” 

Pope Pius XII, “Sport at the Service of the Spirit” 
 

 

OLV  K of  C Baby Bottle Collection 
Just a reminder—if you took a baby bottle, please  bring the bottle with 
your monetary donations to the church or drop it off at the rectory. You 
may deposit loose change, checks or cash.  Your contributions will bene-
fit mothers in need and their new-born babies.   
 

         Open Meeting OLV Pro-Life Committee   
Anyone interested in developing pro-life activities for our parish is invited 
to attend an open meeting this Monday, June 10, 7:30pm in the Fr.    
Bryan Adamcik Hall. Call Richard Mayer for details at 646-206-4491. 

 
 

With or Without 
This man, I forgot his name, was one of the main evangelizers in Christi-
anity. When told by his son that the surgery was unsuccessful and that he 
will never see again, his only comment was “I mean, son, I shall never see 
your face again?’ “No, dad, probably not in this world.” “Well, son, I have 
done what I could for God and for his people with my eyes. Now I shall do 
what I can for God and his people without my eyes!”  

A special txt: 
R u empty enough 4 da spirit 2 fill u up? 
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Thank You So Very Much 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all who participated in my 20th 
anniversary celebration to the Diaconate last Sunday. A special thanks to   
Father Wojciech, Maria, the Altar Rosary Society, the Knights and all who 
planned the beautiful Mass and luncheon. My family and I were truly touched 
by your thoughts and best wishes. Serving as a deacon in our parish contin-
ues to be a great joy and privilege. Once again, thank you for a celebration 
that we will never forget. God Bless!   Deacon Al 



       

PENTECOST 
THE CHURCH’s BIRTHDAY  

On Pentecost the Apostles left the Upper Room, the site of the Last  Supper, 
where they had been barricaded for fifty days. (The Greek word, Pentecost, 
means ‘Fiftieth day’.) For fifty days the Apostles prayed with Mary, the Mother 
of Jesus, and other holy women and men; once they were infused with power 
from on high, they began what is also called the “Age of the Church”.  From 
Pentecost until the Parousia (The Greek title for the Second Coming of Christ 
in glory) the work Jesus began during His earthly life will continue through His 
Body on earth today: the Church. And so Pentecost is rightly called the 
Church’s birthday.   
IF YOU are a member of one of the 11 Orthodox Churches your Church    

seceded from the Roman Catholic Church in the year 1054. 
IF YOU are a member of one of the 20 groups of The Lutheran Synod your sect  

was founded by Martin Luther in 1517. 
IF YOU are a member of one of the 17 groups of The Mennonites your sect was 

founded by several reformers in 1523. 
IF YOU are a member of the Episcopal-Anglican Communion your Church was  

founded by Thomas Crammer in 1534. 
IF YOU are a member of one of the ten groups of The Presbyterians  your sect  

was founded by John Knox in 1560. 
IF YOU are a member of one of the 23 branches of The Baptists your sect was  

founded by John Smyth in 1600. 
IF YOU are a member of one of the 19 groups of Methodists your sect was found-

ed by John and Charles Wesley in 1739. 
IF YOU are a member of The Disciples of Christ your group was founded by 

Thomas and Alexander Campbell in 1827. 
IF YOU are a member of one of the 7 branches of The Church of Latter Day 

Saints your religion was founded by Joseph Smith in 1830. 
IF YOU are a member of one of the 5 branches of The Seventh Day Adventists 

your sect was founded by William Miller in 1831. 
IF YOU are a member of the Salvation Army your group was founded by William 

Booth in 1865. 
IF YOU are a member of the Jehovah Witnesses your religion was founded by 

Charles Russell in 1872. 
IF YOU are a member of the Church of Christian Scientist your group was         

founded by Mary Baker Eddy in 1879. 
IF YOU are a member of nine groups of The Pentecostal Assemblies your sect  

was founded by revivalists in 1901, 
BUT IF YOU are a member of the Roman Catholic Church, only you can 
trace your Church’s foundation to the disciples and Jesus Christ on Pentecost. 
It was on this day that the Holy Spirit came down to the 12 disciples to enlight-
en and empower them to take charge and fulfill the commands of Jesus Christ. 
The Roman Catholic Church, unlike the 400 or more groups that have broken 
off from it, remains One in Faith, One in Fold, with One Shepherd.  
How to Become a Saint 
It was Saint Peter who, after reflecting on this prophecy: “May another take his 
office” (Psalm 109:8b), directed the approximately 120 brothers to nominate 
someone to take Judas’ place after he hanged himself after betraying Jesus. 
The only criterion was that the candidate had to have been with them through-
out our Lord’s earthly ministry. They proposed two men: Joseph, called Bars-
abbas, also known as Justus, and Matthias; after praying they drew lots which 
they took as the sign God has chosen Matthias. (The white smoke came cen-
turies later; besides, this was not a papal election for Peter’s replacement) 
Before the 1960’s liturgical reforms of Vatican II, the Feast of Saint Matthias 
was February 24. It was moved to May 14. Why? The Acts of the Apostles 
(1:15-26) records how, after Christ’s Ascension, the Apostles and others     
gathered with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, in the Upper Room where they had 
eaten the Last Supper. This was the Church’s first novena, nine days of     
intense prayers, from the Ascension to the Coming of the Holy Spirit on     
Pentecost. The Feast of St. Matthias now often falls during the time he was 
actually added to the college of Apostles! 

        

  Mass Inten ons 
Monday, June 10 – Bl. Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 
8:00  Edward Millett                                 R/b Peter and Linda Wayne  
12:00 Gino Zocco                                                       R/b Mike Zocco 
Tuesday, June 11 – St. Barnabas, Apostle 
8:00  Michael A. Casenta                    R/b Colleen Connors-Casenta 
12:00 William Tristano                                    R/b Josephine Tristano 
Wednesday, June 12 – St. Guy Vignotelli of Italy - Priest 
8:00 George Duggan                                                 R/b Pat Duggan                 
12:00 Dorothy Donovan                         R/b Ron and Adele Filippone 
Thursday, June 13–St. Anthony of Portugal–Priest of Padua-Italy  
8:00 Frank Ciccarino                                     R/b the Adamcik Family 
12:00 Cyrus Mohsenin                                       R/b the Dunn Family 
Friday, June 14 - St. Methodius of Sicily – Patriarch 
8:00 Jennifer Kavanagh                               R/b the Delornzis Family 
12:00 Arthur Crouch                                                R/b Joan Gaffney 
Saturday, June 15 – St. Germaine Cousin of France - Virgin  
8:00 Edward Pavlu                                                 R/b the Kip Family 
12:00 Rich Ferrara                         R/b Dennis and Kathleen Falotico 
4:00 Burke, Walsh, Melbourne Family            R/b Bill and Peg Walsh 
5:00 Edward J. Gormley -1st Anniv.        R/b John and Anna Heaney 
Sunday, June 16 – THE MOST HOLY TRINITY - St. John Francis 
                                                                    Regis of France - Priest    
                                        FATHERS DAY 
All Masses today are offered for all Fathers—living and deceased. 
       

SANCTUARY MEMORIALS 
The Church Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for the repose of the  
      soul of Judith Hanlon, r/b the Hwang Family .  
The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp burns this week for Clemente  
      Manzo, r/b Carl and Rita Colasuonno.  
The St. Joseph Votive Lamp burns this week for the repose of the  
       soul of Judith Hanlon, r/b the Hwang Family .  
The Infant of Prague Votive Lamp burns for the unemployed. 
The Pope John Paul II Votive Lamp burns this week for those who 
     have given their lives in defense of our country. 
 

                                                 Flower & Sanctuary Offerings 
If you would like to donate flowers for the Altar, BVM 

and St. Joseph, call the rectory. Flowers, Bread and Wine, 
the BVM and St. Joseph Votive Lamps and Sanctuary 
Lamp in the Church can be dedicated on a weekly basis. 
 
 

CLOTHING BINS 
Please help Catholic Charities continue its mission by donating unwant-
ed clothing, small appliances, sheets, towels, stuffed animals, and 
books (no reference books) to the donation bin located on our property. 
May the spirit of the Risen Christ resound through your generosity. 
Thank you. 
 

BRAND NEW 
Soon after Saint Augustine's conversion, he was walking down the 
street in Milan, Italy. There he met a prostitute whom he had known. 
She called but he would not answer. He kept right on walking. 
"Augustine," she called again. "It is I!"  Without missing a beat and with 
the assurance of Christ in his heart, he replied, "Yes, but it is no longer 
I."  The Holy Spirit changed Augustine. The Holy Spirit can make us a 
brand new creation. 
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the  lawyer 
The apostles and Mary were locked away in the Upper Room, fearing for 
their lives, afraid to venture forth, unsure of what God wanted them to do, 
unable to proclaim the Good News to all the world. They needed help, and 
they needed it badly. The Son sent the Spirit from the Father! The Father 
and the Son sent an Advocate, a defense lawyer, who would plead their 
cause. (The Greek term for Advocate is Parakletos from which we get     
the term Paraclete.) This Advocate would confirm, guide, lead, remain, 
and strengthen. Without the Spirit, there could be no Church, since the 
Spirit binds, enlivens, and infuses the Church with what it needs to live. 
Once they received the Holy Spirit, they left the Upper Room, and began 
to preach the faith of the Church: Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
January is dedicated to the Holy Name. 
February is dedicated to the Passion. 
March is dedicated to St. Joseph. 
April is dedicated to the Holy Eucharist. 
May is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart. 
July is dedicated to the Precious Blood. 
August is dedicated to the Immaculate Heart. 
September is dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows. 
October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. 
November is dedicated to the Souls in Purgatory. 
December is dedicated to the Divine Infancy. 
Sundays are dedicated to the Holy Trinity. 
Mondays are dedicated to the Holy Angels. 
Tuesdays are dedicated to the Apostles. 
Wednesdays are dedicated to St Joseph. 
Thursdays are dedicated to the Holy Eucharist. 
Fridays are dedicated to the Passion. 
Saturdays are dedicated to Our Lady.  
 

A    DYNAMO 
   It has been said that we only use ten percent of our brain. Even though 
this 10 percent statistic has no scientific basis, it is a fact, easily detectable 
in our everyday life, that we are making use of only a small part of our 
possible mental and physical resources. The same can be said of our 
Christian life.   
   A lady went to a jeweler to have her watch fixed. He disappeared to the 
back and soon returned with it running perfectly. Surprised, she asked how 
he could fix it so soon. He told her it only needed a new battery. “Battery? 
Nobody said anything about a battery. I’ve been winding it every morning!”  
   So many Christians do not realize the inner power of the Holy Spirit to 
handle things they think they must take into their own hands. 
We can do so many more things and do them stress free if we pull Him on 
our side. In His book The Church: What We Are Meant To Be, Ken 
Hutcherson writes, “When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, it wasn’t 
dynamite, it was a dynamo! Dynamite makes a loud noise, kicks up a lot of 
dust, and it’s over. A dynamo is a continual source of power. It builds and 
builds and builds, and the power never stops flowing.” 
 
 

KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 
1. Tongues of Fire.   2. God-the 3rd Person of the Trinity.   3. Mary.              
4. Speak and understand all languages.   5. Confirmation 

          

Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and 
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their    
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for 
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

 

PRAY FOR OUR SICK: Please PRAY in the name of JESUS, the    Heal-
er, that the SICK of OLV PARISH may be restored to health and all those 
who ASSIST and CARE for the sick will be given the STRENGTH to    
continue GOD’S GOOD WILL: baby Cordelia, Anthony Cortez, Kelly     
Bauerlein, Richard Bolton, Sal Cenicola, Helen Choma, Marie D’Ascenzo, 
Lorraine Degerdon, Vincent DePaola, Carl Falasca, Jay Filippone, Marie 
Filippone, Mary Foley, Tom Giuliano, John Pal, Joyanna Peros, John   
Peterson, Marie Piazza, Veronica Romanchuk, Mike Tobia, Jeremy 
Unanue, Brian, Carla, Chris, Dierdre, Edward, Elba, Jennifer, Joann, Lisa, 
Liz, Lucas, Lynn, Michael, Patrick, Paul, Peter, Robert, Sean.  
 
 

Saint Basil:  
Like the sunshine which permeates all the atmosphere, spreading   
over land and sea, and yet it is enjoyed by each person as though it 
were for him alone, so the Spirit pours forth his grace in full measure, 
sufficient for all, and yet is present as though exclusively to everyone 
who can receive him. To all creatures that share in him he gives a 
delight limited only by their own nature not by his ability to give!  

 
Check out  OLV’s website olvhp.org  

and find us on Facebook:  
Our Lady of Victories Parish 

 
CONFESSION/RECONCILATION 

Our Lord told St. Margaret Mary Alacoque that individuals should go 
to confession at a minimum once a month. This sacrament is offered 
EVERY Saturday from 11AM to Noon and 3-3:40PM; every weekday 
morning at 7:30AM, as well as every First Friday at 6:30PM.  A Priest 
is also available to hear Confessions daily by appointment. 

 
 

Send me, Lord, wherever you please, for when I am sent by 
you, then I am quite sure that you will help me — in whatever 

situation I find myself - to fulfil what you ask. Amen.  
—ST. FRANCIS DE SALES featured in YOUCAT Prayer Book 
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US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Specialist Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Lieutenant Gigi McElroy 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Captain John G. Miele 
US Air Force 
Chief Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 

US Marine Corps. 
Lance Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Corporal Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Lance Corporal Thomas Iafrate 
 US Navy 
Lieutenant Commander Julia Cheringal 
Ensign Jon Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 
OS3 Daniel T. LoVecchio 

Pray for Those in the Military 
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Best Sermons  
The best sermons are lived, not preached, and here are a few testimonies. 
1.  Today, I interviewed a grandmother for part of a research paper I'm 
working on for my Psychology class.  When I asked her to define success 
in her own words, she said, "Success is when you look back at your life 
and the memories make you smile." 
2.  Today, I asked my mentor - a very successful business man in his 70s 
- what his top 3 tips are for success. He smiled and said, "Read something 
no one else is reading, think something no one else is thinking, and do 
something no one else is doing."  
3.  Today, after a 72 hour shift at the fire station, a woman ran up to me at 
the grocery store and gave me a hug.  When I tensed up, she realized I 
didn't recognize her.  She let go with tears of joy in her eyes and the most  
sincere smile and said, "On 9-11-2001, you carried me out of the World 
Trade Center." 
4.  Today, after I watched my dog get run over by a car, I sat on the side 
of the road holding him and crying.  And just before he died, he licked the 
tears off my face.  
5.  Today at 7AM, I woke up feeling ill, but decided I needed the money, 
so I went into work. At 3PM I got laid off. On my drive home I got a flat tire.  
When I went into the trunk for the spare, it was flat too.  A man in a BMW 
pulled over, gave me a ride, we chatted, and then he offered me a job.      
I start tomorrow. 
6.  Today, as my father, three brothers, and two sisters stood around my 
mother's hospital bed, my mother uttered her last coherent words before 
she died. She simply said, "I feel so loved right now. We should have 
gotten together like this more often."  YES, WE SHOULD! 
7.  Today, I kissed my dad on the forehead as he passed away in a small 
hospital bed.  About 5 seconds after he passed, I realized it was the first 
time I had given him a kiss since I was a little boy. 
8.  Today, in the cutest voice, my 8-year-old daughter asked me to start   
recycling.  I chuckled and asked, "Why?"  She replied, "So you can help 
me save the planet."  I chuckled again and asked, "And why do you want   
to save the planet?"  Because that's where I keep all my stuff," she said. 
9.  Today, when I witnessed a 27-year-old breast cancer patient laughing 
hysterically at her 2-year-old daughter's antics, I suddenly realized that I 
need to stop complaining about my life and start celebrating it again. 
10. Today, a boy in a wheelchair saw me desperately struggling on crutch-
es with my broken leg and offered to carry my backpack and books for 
me.  He helped me all the way across campus to my class and as he was 
leaving he said, "I hope you feel better soon." 
11. Once, I was traveling in Kenya and I met a refugee from Zimbabwe.  
He said he hadn't eaten anything in over 3 days and looked extremely 
skinny and  unhealthy. Then my friend offered him the rest of the sand-
wich he was eating. The first thing the man said was, "We can share it." 

 
 
 

 

A little humor ...  
                Government Man 
A Department of Water official stopped and told an old farmer, “I must 
inspect your farm for your water allotment.” The farmer said “OK, but don’t 
go in the field over there”. The official advised that he could go anywhere 
he wanted, and he showed the farmer an official card to prove it. The 
farmer nodded politely and went about his chores. Later, hearing screams, 
the farmer saw the Water Rep. running for the fence with the farmer’s   
long-horned bull close behind. The Rep. was terrified. The farmer ran 
toward the fence shouting, “Show him your card! Show him your card!”  
 
 

A recent study has found that women  
who carry a little extra weight  

live longer than the men who mention it.  

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church § 797-799 (trans. rev.) 
   "What the soul is to the human body, the Holy Spirit is to the Body 
of Christ, which is the Church" (St Augustine)... The Holy Spirit 
makes the Church "the temple of the living God" (2 Co 6:16; 1 Co 
3:16). Indeed, “it is to the Church herself that the 'Gift of God' has 
been entrusted.... In it is in her that communion with Christ has been 
deposited, that is to say: the Holy Spirit, the pledge of incorruptibility, 
the strengthening of our faith and the ladder of our ascent to God.... 
For where the Church is, there also is God's Spirit; where God's Spirit 
is, there is the Church and every grace” (St. Irenaeus). 
   The Holy Spirit ... works in many ways to build up the whole Body 
in charity: by God's Word ...; by Baptism, through which he forms 
Christ's Body (1 Cor 12:13); by the sacraments, which give growth 
and healing to Christ's members; by "the grace of the apostles, which 
holds first place among his gifts" (Vat II, LG 7); by the virtues, which 
make us act according to what is good; finally, by the many special 
graces (called "charisms"), by which he makes the faithful "fit and 
ready to undertake various tasks and offices for the renewal and 
building up of the Church” (LG 12). Whether extraordinary or simple 
and humble, charisms are graces of the Holy Spirit which directly or 
indirectly benefit the Church, ordered as they are to her building up, 
to the good of men, and to the needs of the world. 
 

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, 
That my thoughts may all be holy. 
Act in me, O Holy Spirit, 
That my work, too, may be holy. 
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, 
That I love but what is holy. 
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, 
To defend all that is holy. 
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, 
That I always may be holy. 
          -St Augustine 

COLORS While the liturgical color of the Easter season is gold, 
on this last day we have red. For the first thousand years of the church, 
there were no firm rules for using colors. Only wealthy churches could 
afford a full array of colors, and most places used the best vestments, 
no matter the color, for the greatest feasts. The Church spelled out an 
exact plan for color, including red for Pentecost, only in 1570, but local 
differences held on until the 1800s. Color experts tell us that red is a hot 
color, best used for fast paced, upbeat, active experiences. It is hard to 
be neutral before red, as any matador will tell you. It invites commitment, 
draws you in. It is a stimulating color, engaging the eye, stirring hunger. 
It is the most fitting color for this day when we celebrate the descent of 
the Holy Spirit into our lives, a dynamic presence overturning neutrality 
in favor of passion and commitment.   
 

KIDZ KORNER 
1. The Holy Spirit appeared as what on Pentecost? 
2. Who is the Holy Spirit? 
3. What woman was in the Upper Room when the Holy Spirit  

arrived? 
4. After the Holy Spirit left, the apostles were able to do what? 
5. What Sacrament is closely associated with the Holy Spirit? 
                       Answers on page four. 
 
 
 

America is a country which produces citizens  
who will cross the ocean to fight for democracy  

but won't cross the street to go to church. 


