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COME, THEN,  
WITH TRUST  
TO DRAW GRACES 
FROM THIS  
FOUNTAIN.  
I NEVER REJECT A 
CONTRITE HEART. 
YOUR MISERY HAS 
DISAPPEARED IN      
THE DEPTHS  
OF MY MERCY.  
DO NOT ARGUE     
WITH ME  
ABOUT YOUR  
WRETCHEDNESS. 
YOU WILL GIVE ME      
PLEASURE  
IF YOU HAND    
OVER TO ME ALL 
YOUR TROUBLES   
AND GRIEFS.  
I SHALL HEAP  
UPON YOU THE 
TREASURES OF MY     
GRACE. 
                Diary 1485 

MY MERCY IS  
GREATER THAN 
YOUR SINS AND 
THOSE OF THE        
ENTIRE WORLD. 
WHO CAN MEASURE 
THE EXTENT OF MY 
GOODNESS? FOR YOU 
I DESCENDED FROM 
HEAVEN TO EARTH; 
FOR YOU I ALLOWED 
MYSELF TO BE 
NAILED TO THE 
CROSS; FOR YOU I 
LET MY SACRED 
HEART BE PIERCED 
WITH A LANCE, 
THUS OPENING 
WIDE THE SOURCE 
OF MERCY FOR YOU. 
    Our Lord to St. Faustina 
                            Diary 1485  

Our Lady of Victories Church 
(serving Harrington Park, River Vale and the Pascack/Northern Valley) 

                                       150 Harriot Avenue, Harrington Park, New Jersey                www.olvhp.org  



  I FORGIVE ! 
                                                No exception for the Pope 
When on December 23, 1983, the Pope walked in a bare 
white-walled prison cell in Rome and sat knee-to-knee in 
front of his would be assassin, the Pope made a step for-
ward in his life. He went beyond the hurt and the pain of that 
terrible shot and saw a man who was suffering. This is what 
forgiveness is. He did not just forget or pretend that the as-
sassination attempt never happened. No, he simply looked 
into the eyes of this unshaven, blue jeans convicted man, 
leaned forward and took the man's hand in his own hands 
and they spoke. We do no know what was said. Nor can we 
imagine. He went beyond the hurt and tried to understand. 
  
 

In the book Les Misérables, Victor Hugo speaks of a man, 
Jean Valjean, whose only crime was the theft of a loaf of 
bread to feed his sister's starving children. Valjean served 
nineteen years for this crime before being turned out penni-
less on the streets. Hardened and unable to find work as a 
former convict, Valjean finally makes his way to the home of 
a good old bishop, who gives him supper and a bed for the 
night. He serves Valjean using his best silver platters and 
candlesticks, which Valjean recognizes as being highly valua-
ble. Yielding to temptation, Valjean steals the bishop's silver 
plates and slips away from the bishop's home, but is soon 
caught and returned by the watchful police. When shown the 
silver plates, the bishop says to the apprehending policeman, 
"Why?, I gave them to him." And then turning to the thief 
Valjean, he adds, "And Jean, you forgot to take the candle-
sticks." A shocked and eternally grateful Valjean accepts the 
candlesticks as more than valuable silver pieces, but as ex-
pressions of love beyond measure. The bishop's compassion 
gave freedom back to Valjean. The real freedom.  
 

 

EASTER DUTY 
The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty), that 
is the obligation of receiving the Eucharist for Easter extends 
to the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity, June 7. No one conscious 
of committing a serious or mortal sin should receive Holy 
Communion until they have first gone to the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation a.k.a. Confession.   
 
              

“I have great reverence for Saint Michael the Archangel; he 
had no example to follow in doing the will of God, and yet he 
fulfilled God’s will faithfully.” -  St. Faustina-Diary 667
  
 

“Hatred is not a creative force, love alone is” 
-St. Maximilian Kolbe 

     
 

"To love means loving the unlovable. To forgive means par-
doning the unpardonable. Faith means believing the unbeliev-
able. Hope means hoping when everything seems hopeless."  
                                -G. K. Chesterton  
 

“God could in no way permit the kind of evil out of which He 
could not bring good.”  -   St. Augustine  

   
Fr. Wojciech’s Corner -   
   Today’s Gospel is just perfect for our days. The disciples are locked for fear of the Jews. 
Yet, there is no lockdown to prevent nor resist Christ’s access. Is not the Resurrection all 
about destroying the worse possible closure -namely death? 
   Christ wounds become key to new life, His wounds are not life bleeding, His wounds 
become live giving. His wounds become proof of His mercy. His Resurrection, His mercy 
conquers their fears and they become fearless disciples. They become people of trust. 
How important it is constantly to be renewed by His mercy to be constantly people who 
not just say-Jesus I trust in You, BUT RATHER, people WHO LIVE these words: JESUS, I 
TRUST IN YOU. Thank you Lord, for coming over to the disciples, thank you for coming 
over throughout the centuries and thank you for coming through St. Faustina so that we 
could LIVE TRUSTing YOU. 

Rare Procession of Sword of St. Michael 
 On Palm Sunday, in the small Apulian town of Monte Sant'Angelo, which houses the 
sanctuary of San Michele Arcangelo, a pilgrimage destination for centuries, an event of 
great impact took place both in terms of faith and history: the blessing of the city, of Italy 
and of the world against the Coronavirus with the sword of the one who is called the 
"supreme head of the celestial army", together with the Blessed Sacrament and a relic of 
the Holy Cross, a gift from Frederick II returning from Crusade of 1228. Historically, to find 
a similar event it is necessary to go back almost 400 years, to 1656 , when the plea with 
the sword of San Michele had arisen against the spread of the plague on the occasion of 
the fourth appearance of the Archangel on Monte Gargano, by then bishop Giovanni  
Alfonso Puccinelli. Usually, in fact, the sword is extracted from the display case and car-
ried in procession only on September 29, the day on which the Feast of San Michele and 
the Archangels Gabriele and Raffaele occurs. 
   In introducing the celebration, which took place behind closed doors but which recorded 
thousands of streaming connections, the rector from the Shrine, Father Ladislao Sucky, 
flanked by two other Michelite fathers, he said: «May Jesus Christ be praised. Dear ones, 
we live this difficult moment not only for our city, but for all of Italy and for the whole 
world. So tonight we want to invoke Archangel Michael, who chose this place, which in the 
Old Testament was the guide and defender of the people of God, and wanted to bless, 
defend and entrust the holy people of God to this sacred mountain, the holy  
church.  Today we want to invoke him because as in the past, in the various moments of 
trial, of natural disasters, even of plague, our fathers in this place have invoked him and 
have always found his help. His intercession brought in the plague period in 1656 a prodi-
gious salvation for Monte Sant'Angelo. Today we invoke through his intercession the Lord 
to save not only Monte Sant'Angelo, but all Italy, all Gargano, all the world from this epi-
demic. Afterwards, the Mayor of the city Pierpaolo d'Arienzo took the floor and, wearing 
the tricolor and speaking on behalf of all his fellow citizens, he raised words full of faith 
and hope: «Archangel Michael, is a city that kneel before you through my knees; it is a 
city that looks up to you through my eyes; it is a city that prays to you today through my 
voice. Just as in 1656, even today we have crossed the iron gate, crossed the stone 
courtyard, and descended the 86 steps, looking for them in the heart of the Sacred Moun-
tain. Accept this prayer of ours, defend with your sword our city, our country from this 
pandemic. Protect this people today as then. Give him the strength to stay united in the 
face of this terrible emergency. Protect those women and men who took Italy in their arms 
by trying to ferry it across the tunnel. We implore you Archangel Michael to give us the 
strength to build a norm in which health care counts more than weapons, workers' guaran-
tees count more than profit, the family, that is, the people with whom we have decided to 
share our life, whatever age they have, count most of all. May this prayer of ours be a 
song that goes straight to God». A great Saint of the Catholic Church, Padre Pio of 
Pietrelcina, used to say: "Before going here with me...go to Monte Sant' Angelo and in-
voke the help and protection of the Archangel Michael". Here, following this advice, in this 
trial period due to the Coronavirus, everyone can start - or resume! - to recite daily the 
prayer to St. Michael the Archangel composed by Pope Leo XIII , following a vision he 
had on 13 October 1884 regarding a terrible battle between the Church and Satan: 
 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle.  
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of the Devil.  
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,  
and do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts,  
by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan,  
and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world  seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen. 
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Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and forev-
er will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their duties. Pro-
tect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe from all evil and 
harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return home in safety, that 
with all who love them, they may ever praise You for Your loving care. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.  
 

Pray for Our Sick 
Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the sick of the Parish 
may be restored to health and all those who assist and care for the sick will be 
given the strength to continue God’s Will: baby Cordelia, baby Emmet Fischer, 
baby James Amicucci, baby Jonathan, Richard Bolton, Robert Brawley, Domi-
nic Carini, Sal Cenicola, Helen Choma, Kevin Columbo, Marie D’Ascenzo, 
Maryann Dean, Lorraine Degerdon, Isabelle DeLeonibus, Vincent DePaola, 
Marge Devitt, Carl Falasca, Jay Filippone, Marie Filippone, Mary Foley, Leslie 
Handler, Amy Hartwell, Peter Kellar, Milan Krupa, Mary Lowe, James McGar-
ry, Robert Milli, Gianna Moscatello, John Pal, Joyanna Peros, John Peterson 
Jr, Joan & Buddy Phalon, Marie Piazza, Terry Pommett, Canice Prince, Louise 
Ricciardi, Vincent Ricciardi, Veronica Romanchuk, Beth Sacco, Anthony 
Sanchez, Mike Tobia, Eric Unger,  Brian, Carla, Chris, Christina, Dierdre, 
Edward, Elba, Fiona, Jennifer, Joann, Lisa, Liz, Lucas, Lynn, Michael, Patrick, 
Paul, Peter, Robert, Roseann, Sean, Sharon.  
  

My mercy is greater than your sins and those of the entire world. Who 
can measure the extent of my goodness? For you I descended from 
heaven to earth; for you I allowed myself to be nailed to the cross; for 
you I let my Sacred Heart be pierced with a lance, thus opening wide the 
source of mercy for you. Come, then, with trust to draw graces from this 
fountain. I never reject a contrite heart. Your misery has disappeared in 
the depths of My mercy. Do not argue with Me about your wretchedness. 
You will give me pleasure if you hand over to me all your troubles and 
griefs. I shall heap upon you the treasures of My grace. 
 

What is it????? 
A catechism class teacher once asked her students to write a one-
sentence definition of forgiveness. One answer was: “Forgiveness is an 
act of release-and-let-go.” But one answer has stuck with her. For-
giveness is like meeting someone for the first time." She asked the 
young lad what he meant. He replied, "Well, if you meet someone for the 
first time, there is nothing he could have done or not done to make you 
mad. So forgiveness is like meeting someone for the first time." Cool, 
no? Do not constantly wear the dark glasses of the past hurts when you 
view the person.  
 
The Spirit makes us conscious of our sin in order to lead us to the 
Cross. At the same time that he points out sin, he also points out the 
forgiveness of sin. He shows us sin in order to save us from it.  

—Fr. Wilfrid Stinissen, OCD. 
from The Holy Spirit, Fire of Divine Love 

Pray for Those in the Military 
  Mass Intentions 

(offered privately by Fr. Wojciech) 
Monday, April 20 - St. Marcellinus of Africa-Bishop in France       
8:00 Marie Landers                                R/b John and Anna Heaney  
12:00 Intentions of Michael Hughes          R/b Dan and Karen Brady  
Tuesday, April 21- St. Anselm - Archbishop of Canterbury      
8:00 Agnes Baier                                              R/b Margarete Rajner  
12:00 Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Villavecchia Sr.   R/b Al and Lenore Villavecchia 
Wednesday, April 22 – Ss. Epipodius & Alexander - Martyrs 
8:00 Filipa Fizulich                         R/b Michael and Barbara Fizulich  
12:00 John O’Neill                                                 R/b Peggy O’Brien 
Thursday, April 23–St. George - Martyr          

8:00 Alice Ruiz                                          R/b the LoSchiavio Family 
12:00 Anthony Walsh                                      R/b the Zanetti Family 
Friday, April 24–St. Fidelis Sigmaringen of Germany-Martyr 
8:00 Alice Pommett                                               R/b Judy Pommett  
12:00 Intentions of Dennis and Kathleen Falotico 
Saturday, April 25 –St. Mark the Evangelist 
8:00 John O’Neill                                                   R/b Peggy O’Brien  
12:00 Anna Lucia Arias                                              R/b Maria Arias 
4:00 Peter and Lena Gobbetti                           R/b Lorraine Gobbetti 
5:00 Jack McGovern                                     R/b the Bonavita Family 
Sunday, April 26–St. Stephen – Bishop of Perm, Russia  
7;30 Marie T. Landers                              R/b Irene and Jim Jackson  
8:15 Intentions of Marita Morgan and Family 
9:30  Joseph Ashenden                                          R/b Joan Crowley 
10:45 Joseph Simunovich        R/b Anne VanDyke and Kevin Alliotis 
12:00  Intentions of George Fabiano    R/b George and Gail Fabiano 
1:00  Dr. Ione DeJesus                                            R/b Ofelia Roque 
6:00  Anita Carlin                                      R/b Chris and Mary Oakes 
7:00 People of the Parish 
  

 Sanctuary Memorials 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns this week for the intentions and healing 
   of Domenic Cafarella. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp burns this week for the  
  repose of the soul of Lydia Mohsenin, r/b the Dunn Family. 
The St. Joseph Votive Lamp burns for the souls in Purgatory. 
 

                              Sanctuary Offerings 
We just started a 50 days of feast if you would like to donate flowers 
for the Altar, flowers for BVM and St. Joseph, please contact the recto-
ry. Flowers, Bread and Wine, the BVM Votive Lamp, and St. Joseph 
Votive Lamp, the Sanctuary Lamp in the Church and in the Convent 
can be dedicated on a weekly basis.                       
  My Parish—COVID-19—My Responsibility 

We thank all those who so generously continue to support our parish 
by mailing in your donations. At the same time, we understand that 
some have been laid off from their work or experiencing decreased 
income and are unable to continue their donations at this time. Dona-
tions / offering envelopes may be mailed to:  

OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn Street, Harrington Park, NJ 07640. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

  

Jesus did it all over  AGAIN - just for Thomas - that is MERCY. 
Giving him another chance - and again, that is MERCY. 

He is ready to do it for you - because HE IS MERCY 
Mercy is giving somebody a new chance AGAIN and AGAIN. 
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US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Specialist Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Lieutenant Gigi McElroy 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Captain John G. Miele 
US Air Force 
Chief Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 

US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Corporal Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Lance Corporal Thomas Iafrate 
Corporal Joseph Levine 
US Navy 
Lt. Commander Julia Cheringal 
Ensign Jon Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 
OS2 Daniel T. LoVecchio 
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KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 
1. Faustina.    2.Blood and Water.    3. Jesus I trust in You.    4. Thomas. 

 "The girl... arose immediately" 
   Christ goes into the house where the young girl is to be found, takes her 
by the hand and says: “Little girl, I say to you, arise!”...My dear young    
people, the world has need of your personal response to the Master's word 
of life: “I say to you, arise!” We see how Jesus comes to meet humanity in 
the most difficult and painful of situations. The miracle performed in Jairus' 
house shows us His power over evil. He is the Lord of life, conqueror      
over death.  
   But we cannot forget that, according to the teaching of our faith, the   
primary cause of evil, sickness and even of death, is sin in all its forms. In 
the heart of each one of us is hidden this sickness, which affects all of us: 
the personal sin that buries itself more and more in our consciences insofar 
as the sense of God is lost. Yes, dear young people, take care not to let 
the sense of God weaken in you. We cannot overcome evil with good if we 
do not have this sense of God, of his action and presence inviting us   
always to put the stakes on grace, on life, against sin, against death. The 
fate of humanity is in the balance…  
   From this it follows that we have to see the social implications of sin if we 
are to build a world worthy of humankind. There are certain social ills that 
create a real “communion of sin” because, along with the soul, they bring 
down the Church and, in a certain sense, the whole world... Dear young 
people, fight the good fight of faith (1Tim 6,12) for the dignity of humanity, 
for the dignity of love, for a life that is noble, a life of the children of God.    
To overcome sin to assist God's forgiveness is a form of healing, a form     
of resurrection. Do not be afraid of the demands of Christ's love. To the 
contrary, fear faint-heartedness, superficiality, seeking your own interests, 
egoism, everything that can silence Christ's voice which, addressing each 
one of us, says: “I say to you, arise!” St. John Paul II, to the young people of 
Chile (1987). 
 

15 Promises of Mary to Christians who recite the Rosary 
1. Whoever shall faithfully serve me by recitation of the Rosary, shall  
receive signal graces.  2. I promise my special protection and the greatest 
graces to all those who shall recite the rosary.  3. The rosary shall be a 
powerful armor against Hell, it will destroy vice, decrease  sin, and defeat 
heresies.  4. It will cause virtue and good works to flourish; it will obtain for 
souls the abundant mercy of God; it will withdraw the hearts of men from 
the love of the world and its vanities, and will lift them to the desire of 
eternal things.  Oh, that souls would  sanctify themselves by these means. 
5. The soul which recommends itself to me by the recitation of the rosary, 
shall not perish. 6. Whoever shall recite the rosary devoutly, applying 
himself to the consideration of its sacred mysteries, shall never be con-
quered by misfortune. God will not chastise him in His justice, he shall not 
perish by an unprovided death; if he be just, he shall  remain in the grace 
of God, and become worthy of eternal life. 7. Whoever shall have a true 
devotion for the rosary shall not die without receiving the sacraments of 
the Church. 8. Those who are faithful to recite the rosary shall have during 
their life and at their death, the light of God and the plenitude of His grac-
es; at the moment of death they shall participate in the merits of the saints 
in paradise.  9. I shall deliver from purgatory those who have been devot-
ed to rosary.  10. The faithful children of the rosary shall merit a high  
degree of glory in heaven. 11. You shall obtain all you ask of me by the 
recitation of the rosary. 12. All those who propagate the holy rosary shall 
be aided by me in their necessities. 13. I have obtained from my Divine 
Son that all the advocates of the rosary shall  have for intercessors the 
entire celestial court during their life and at the hour of their death.  14. All 
who recite the rosary are my children and siblings to my only son, Jesus 
Christ.  15. Devotion of my rosary is a great sign of predestination. 

(Promises given to St. Dominic and Blessed Alan) 

Saint Anselm of Canterbury, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 
c. 1033–1109 

Saint Anselm was a world-class thinker, a politically aware defender of the 
Church’s rights, a contemplative monk, a faithful son of the pope, and the 
greatest philosopher of the eleventh century.   
 

Anselm’s life began among the Alps of today’s Northern Italy, a land of 
jagged, snow-encrusted mountains which stand over the green valleys 
below. One night the boy Anselm, asleep in his remote valley home, had a 
vision. He was called to the court of God on a high summit. Ascending to 
the very peak of a mountain, he entered the presence of the royal court and 
sat at the feet of the Master. God asked the boy who he was and where he 
came from. Anselm answered well and was rewarded with sweet bread 
from heaven. And then he woke up. Anselm never forgot this dream. He 
recounted it, in detail, many decades later, to the fellow monk who wrote his 
first biography. St. Anselm’s mind never really came down from that high 
court he first visited in a childhood dream. He walked in the highest ranges, 
above the clouds, hiking from summit to summit, his pen piercing the blue 
sky to gaze directly into the realm above.  
 

St. Anselm entered the Monastery of Bec in Normandy, France, as a young 
man and quickly impressed his superiors with his character and incisive 
mind. He was elected prior, then abbot, at a young age. He was a deeply 
prayerful abbot who was close to his monks and who hated to be away from 
the cloister. The monastery had many dealings with England due to its 
close proximity to that country, however, so Anselm travelled there regular-
ly. These visits eventually led to his appointment as the Archbishop of Can-
terbury. Anselm spent many years as archbishop in conflict with English 
civil power over who had the authority to “invest,” or empower, a bishop 
with the symbols of office at his installation Mass. The lay investiture contro-
versy was a long simmering dispute throughout Europe. It was eventually 
resolved in favor of the Church’s right to invest its own bishops with crozier, 
miter, and ring.   
 

Much more than his role as a pastor in church-state conflicts, St. Anselm’s 
most enduring legacy is as a philosopher and theologian. Thinking was his 
avocation even as the monastery was his vocation. Anselm’s famous defini-
tion of theology as “Faith seeking understanding” has guided centuries of 
Christian thinkers. He is the originator, in particular, of the ontological argu-
ment for the existence of God. The argument is ontological (or just “logical”) 
in that it is not empirical (scientifically verifiable). Anselm argued that God is 
a being than which none greater can be imagined.  His Feast Day is April 21.  

                                             QUESTION? 
Why do X's at the end of a  letter signify kisses? In the Middle Ages, 
when many people were unable to read or write, documents were often 
signed using an X. Kissing the X represented an oath to fulfill obligations 
specified in the document. The X and the kiss eventually became synony-
mous. Imagine how beautiful to know that when we write an inscription X, it 
would be actually kisses to the cross, the sign of victory of Jesus over death 
and sin. 
  

with Thomas 
If we attend to the witnesses with listening hearts and open ourselves to the 
signs by which the Lord again and again authenticates both them and Him-
self, then we know that He is truly risen. He is alive. Let us entrust our-
selves to him, knowing that we are on the right path. With Thomas let us 
place our hands into Jesus’ pierced side and confess: ‘My Lord and my 
God!    —Pope Benedict XVI  from Jesus of Nazareth: Holy Week. 
  
 

The life of a Christian is to be different than the life of the unbeliever. 
Like all human beings, Christians need certain things of this world to 
live, but Jesus calls us to be primarily occupied with living for the king-
dom. If we do this, He promises that the things we need for life on this 
earth will be given as well. —Ralph Martin, The Fulfillment of All Desire 
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 Did You Know?? 
Persons who have returned from the grave have attested to the         
existence of Hell. One such instance occurred to St. Francis Jerome 
who was preaching in the vicinity of Naples, Italy. There he was 
speaking of Hell and the awful punishments that await obstinate     
sinners. A brazen prostitute who lived there was disturbed by one 
sermon that aroused her guilt. She attempted to quell her unsettled 
conscience by shouting and mocking St. Francis from her window. 
And as he saw her standing there the saint cried out: “Beware, my 
daughter, of resisting grace; before eight days GOD will punish you.” 
At that, the unfortunate girl grew even more bold and outspoken, and 
showed not the least sign of reform. After eight days had passed, the 
holy preacher was again in front of the same house. This time she was 
silent; the windows were shut. Those nearby, with dismay on their 
faces, told the saint that Catherine (the name of the prostitute) had 
died suddenly just a few hours before. “Died!” he repeated. “Well, let 
her tell us now what she has gained by laughing at hell. Let us ask 
her.” He uttered these words in an inspired tone, and at that point 
everyone expected a miracle. Followed by an immense crowd, he 
went up to the death chamber, and there after having prayed for an 
instant, he uncovered the face of the corpse and said in a loud voice, 
“Catherine, tell us where you are now.” At the command, the dead 
woman lifted her head, while opening her wild eyes. Then her face 
took on a borrowed color, her features assumed an expression of 
horrible despair, and in a mournful voice, she spoke these words, “In 
Hell; I am in Hell.” Immediately she fell back again into the condition of 
a corpse. Needless to say many sinners were converted that day. 
(Related by eyewitnesses and approved by the Apostolic Tribunal 
which investigated St. Francis Jerome for his canonization.)  
 

     It means WE WIN    A seminary student was playing basketball 
with some friends at a nearby high school gym. He noticed the school’s 
custodian sitting on the steps of the building with a Bible open on his lap. 
He made his way over to the elderly gentleman and asked him what he 
was reading. “The Bible,” the man replied. The seminary student grinned 
and said, “I can see that. What book of the Bible?” The man responded, 
“The book of Revelation.” The student was surprised and asked, “The 
book of Revelation? Do you understand it?” “Of course I understand it,” 
the custodian answered. “What does it mean?” the seminary student 
asked. The custodian smiled and said, “It means, we win.”  
 
A little humor … 
   A man parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he 
was short of time and couldn’t find a space with a meter. Then he put 
a note under the windshield wiper that read: “I have circled the block 
10 times. If I don’t park here, I’ll miss my appointment. Forgive us our 
trespasses.”   
   When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along 
with this note: “I’ve circled this block for 10 years. If I don’t give you a 
ticket I’ll lose my job. Lead us not into temptation.  

Come to Me, ALL  you. 
Jesus: Be not afraid of your Savior, O Sinful soul. I make the first move 
to come to you, for I know that by yourself you are unable to lift yourself to 
me. Child, do not run away from your Father; be willing to talk openly with 
your God of mercy who wants to speak words of pardon and lavish his 
graces on you. How dear your soul is to Me! I have inscribed your name 
upon My hand; you are engraved as a deep wound in my heart. 
 

The mercy of God, hidden in the Blessed Sacrament, the voice of the Lord 
who speaks to us from the throne of mercy: Come to Me, all of you. 
 

Jesus: My child, do you fear the God of mercy? My holiness does not 
prevent Me from being merciful. Behold, for you I have established a 
throne of mercy on earth - the tabernacle - and from this throne I desire to 
enter into your heart. I am not surrounded by a retinue or guards. You can 
come to me at any moment, at any time; I want to speak to you and desire 
to grant you grace.  
Soul:  Lord, I doubt that you will pardon my numerous sins; my misery fills 
me with fright. 
Jesus: Come, then, with trust to draw graces from this fountain. I never 
reject a contrite heart. Your misery has disappeared in the depths of My 
mercy. Do not argue with Me about your wretchedness. You will     
give me pleasure if you hand over to me all your troubles and griefs. 
I shall heap upon you the treasures of My grace.  
Soul: You have conquered, O Lord, my stony heart with Your goodness. 
In trust and humility I approach the tribunal of Your mercy, where You 
Yourself absolve me by the hand of your representative. O Lord, I feel 
Your grace and Your peace filling my poor soul. I feel overwhelmed by 
Your mercy, O Lord. You forgive me, which is more than I dared to hope 
for or could imagine.  Your goodness surpasses all my desires.  And now, 
filled with gratitude for so many graces, I invite You to my heart. I         
wandered, like a prodigal child gone astray; but you did not cease to be 
my Father. Increase Your mercy toward me, for You see how weak I am.  
Jesus: Child, speak no more of your misery; it is already forgotten.   
Listen, My child, to what I desire to tell you. Come close to My wounds 
and draw from the Fountain of Life whatever your heart desires.                
Drink copiously from the Fountain of Life and you will not weary on  your      
journey. Look at the splendors of My mercy and do not fear the enemies of 
your salvation. Glorify My mercy. —Diary, 1485 
 

Conversation of the Merciful God with a Despairing Soul.  
 

Jesus: O soul steeped in darkness, do not despair. All is not yet lost. 
Come and confide in your God, who is love and mercy. 
 
Once the Lord said to me, Act like a beggar who does not back away 
when he gets more alms (than he asked for), but offers thanks the more 
fervently. You too, should not back away and say that you are not worthy 
of receiving greater graces when I give them to you. I know you are  
unworthy, but rejoice all the more and take as many treasures from My 
Heart as you can carry, for then you will please Me more. And I will tell 
you one more thing - take these graces not only for yourself, but also for 
others; that is, encourage the souls with whom you come in contact to 
trust in My infinite mercy. Oh, how I love those souls who have complete 
confidence in Me - I will do everything for them.—Diary 294 
 
“God creates out of nothing. Wonderful you say. Yes, to be sure, but he 
does what is still more wonderful: he makes saints out of sinners.”  
                  ― Søren Kierkegaard, The Journals of Kierkegaard 

 KIDZ KORNER 
1. What is the name of the saint who is Jesus’ secretary of Divine  

Mercy?  
2. What do the two colors coming from the side of Jesus symbolize? 
3. What is the inscription on the Divine Mercy Image?  
4. What is the name of the “doubting” disciple?   

Answers on page 4. 


