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ATTENTION !   
          no more sign-ups for  

Saturday evening / Sunday Mass. 
Seating for Mass will be on a “first-come, first- served” basis, 

with the assistance of the ushers. 
 Weekend Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday evening    4:00PM and 5:00PM 
 Sunday   7:00AM, 8:00AM Latin, 9:30AM - also live-streamed,                  
    10:45AM, 10:45AM Family Mass in OLV GYM   

    12:00Noon, 1:00PM Spanish, 6:00PM.  No 7PM Sunday Mass 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: 
Mon.-Sat.: 7:30-7:50am.  Saturday: 11:00-11:50am; 3:00-3:45pm 
  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism, call the rectory. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Sick calls at any time in emergency.  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious Life 
should contact the Vocations Office at 973.497.4365. 

Thank you  
Fr. Sam 

GODSPEED on your new assignment 
You will be missed & remembered! 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not only was Fr. Sam here for his brother but also his 
brother was there for him (Blase surprised Msgr. Sam on 
his 75th birthday by traveling all the way to West Virginia in 
spite of his illness) 

 
*** 

    Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Jude and St. Anthony: Wednesday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
St. Peregrine: First Friday of the Month 
Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & after 12:00Noon Mass 



  - 2 -      Our Lady of Victories, Harrington Park/River Vale N.J. 
Fr. Wojciech’s Corner 
    

   Five years have passed since Msgr. Sam Sacus came to help his 
brother Blase. And these past years Msgr. Sam helped OLV parish. 
It is not easy to lose a great priest, full of zeal for the Lord and his 
people. We thank you Msgr. Sam for all you did for us. May the 
Lord reward you. How well the Psalm speaks of you: ‘They still bear 
fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and green,’ Psalm 92:14  

We wish you well on your new assignment. Godspeed! 
   After many years an old missionary was returning home. On the 
same ship a famous singer was returning after a week’s tour. 
Crowds were awaiting the singer while just one person was awaiting 
the old missionary. In his prayers he said: Lord I worked so many 
years in your vineyard, and that is what I get?! The Lord answered, 
You are not home yet. 
   Today, we celebrate so many missionaries around the world on 
World Mission Sunday. This year’s theme “Here I Am, Send Me,”     
encourages us all. We are all called to work in His vineyard. Let us 
remember words spoken by Pope Leo XIII to Mother Cabrini who 
said, ‘Cabrini we will rest in eternity.’ Let us pray for all in missionary 
places around the world and for new vocations. 
   In preparation for upcoming election Fr. Rocky's new e-book 
'Vote Your Conscience' is a must-read in this pivotal election year! 
Get your free copy at https://relevantradio.com/vote/   
 

Creation An atheist scientist came to God and said, "We've 

figured out how to make a man without you." God said, "OK, let me see 
you do it." So the atheist bent down to the ground and scooped up a 
handful. But God stopped him and said, "Oh, no you don't. Get your 
own dirt!"  

 

Nietzche A poster read: "God is dead" - Nietzche.  

The graffiti underneath read: "Nietzche is dead" - God.  
 

JUST A REMINDER 
The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of      
penance, but each individual may substitute for the traditional abstinence 
from meat some other practice of voluntary self-denial as penance. 

World Mission Sunday—Here I Am, Send Me!  
Today, on World Mission Sunday, we respond, “Here I Am, Send Me,”     
to our baptismal call to mission, and we offer, at the Eucharistic celebra-
tion, our prayers and our generous financial support, through the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith, to continue the mission of Jesus. Today 
we are “sent” out to witness to mission in the world through our prayers 
and sacrifices for our brothers and sisters around the world. Proceeds 
from this collection help support the merciful work of local churches in 
Asia, Africa, the Pacific Islands, Latin America, and parts of Europe.     
As always, your prayers are your most treasured gift to the Missions. 
Your prayers and financial help, offered today, WORLD MISSION     
SUNDAY, support mission priests, religious Sisters and Brothers, and 
lay catechists who are Christ’s witnesses to a world so in need of His 
healing, love, and peace.  

 

CCD Office Hours 
Monday - Wednesday - Friday      10AM-2PM 

 

ALL SOULS INTENTIONS 
All Souls Day is two weeks away. In preparation for All Souls Day, the   
envelopes will be available at the Church entrances.  Please return your 
All Souls Intention envelopes as soon as possible in order that we       
may place the intentions on the altar on ALL SOULS DAY and for the 
entire month of November, which is dedicated to the POOR SOULS IN 
PURGATORY. Please PRINT the names LEGIBLY because the names 
will be read before each Mass in November. We don’t want to “butcher” 
the names of your loved ones. 

             
 

Help THE SOULS in PURGATORY?? 
It is very possible that some of our own nearest and dearest ones are 
still suffering the excruciating pains of Purgatory and are calling to us for 
help and relief. There is no hunger, no thirst, no poverty, no need, no 
pain, no suffering to compare with what the souls in Purgatory endure.  
How YOU can help these souls:  1. Have Masses offered for them. 2. 
Make the Stations of the Cross.  3. Recite the Rosary. 4. Offer up all 
your pain and sufferings for the relief of Souls. 

 Price of a Single Soul - Did You Know? 
Emperor Charles V (1500-1558) of the Holy Roman Empire, (the father 
of the great King Philip II of Spain) left nearly his entire fortune to the 
work of the Catholic Church. With one provision: the priests of the 
realm would offer thirty-thousand Masses for the repose of  his soul. 
  

  CONVALIDATION 
Best way to start your married life is with God. In Sacramental       
Marriage God’s own divine life can be experienced and lived. Were 
you married only civilly by a mayor or justice of the peace and would 
now like to be married in the Catholic Church?  Contact Fr. Wojciech 
for details.      
                  

NEED BAPTISM, FIRST COMMUNION OR  CONFIRMATION 
If you want to become a Roman Catholic or complete your Initiation      
into the Church, the RCIA is for you!  For more information, phone the      
rectory. Adult Catholics who have not yet celebrated Confirmation 
should also contact the rectory for preparation class information. 
 
  
Clothing Bins: Please donate clothes, small appliances, shoes,    
linens, sheets, towels, stuffed animals, novels, knickknacks, toys, and     
children’s books. Please place your donations INSIDE the bins 
(sometimes you have to push it in) . Do not leave items outside.  

 

ADORATIONS schedule. No appointment needed  
 

 Tuesdays and Thursdays adoration from 8:30AM till 12Noon.  
 First Thursdays of the month, Holy Hour at 7PM,  
 First Fridays regular adoration from 12:30PM till 7PM  
 First Saturday from 12:30PM till 1PM.  
 

COME let us ADORE the EUCHARISTIC LORD. 

 
SPIRITUAL EXCERPT 

"God’s love does not distinguish between the infant in the mother’s 
womb or the child or the youth or the adult or the older person.  

In each one God sees His image and likeness.  
Human life is a manifestation of God and His glory." 

~ Pope Benedict XVI 



 

 

Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad 
and forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge 
their duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep 
them safe from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable 
them to return home in safety, that with all who love them, they may 
ever praise You for Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 

                                                       Pray for Our Sick 
Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the sick of the Par-
ish may be restored to health and all those who assist and care for the 
sick will be given the strength to continue God’s Will: baby Cordelia, baby 
Emmet Fischer, baby James Amicucci, baby Jonathan, Robert Bardsley, 
Richard Bolton, Robert Brawley, Dominic Carini, Sal Cenicola, Helen 
Choma, Kevin Columbo, Paula Brennan Cornine, Marie D’Ascenzo, Cathy 
Daleo, Maryann Dean, Lorraine Degerdon, Vincent DePaola, Marge De-
vitt, Mike Donohue, Carl Falasca, Jay Filippone, Marie Filippone, Christine 
Fitzgerald, Mary Foley, Jerome Fowler, Amy Hartwell, Peter Kellar, Milan 
Krupa, Mary Lowe, James McGarry, Robert Milli, Gianna Moscatello, 
Natalie Niebergall, John Pal, Tom Paskewich, Joan and Buddy Phalon, 
Marie Piazza, Canice Prince, Debra Rendon, Bruce Michael Ricciardi, 
Louise Ricciardi, Vincent Ricciardi, Veronica Romanchuk, Beth Sacco, 
Janet Sylvia, Mike Tobia, Aileen Vassar, Brian, Carla, Chris, Christina, Dierdre, 
Edward, Elba, Jennifer, Joann, Karen, Lisa, Lou, Lucas, Lynn, Michael, Patrick, Paul, 
Peter, Robert,  Sean, Sharon, Tom. 
 
 Spiritual Communion composed by Cardinal Rafael Merry del Val 
As I cannot this day enjoy the happiness of assisting at the holy Mysteries, 
O my God! I transport myself in spirit at the foot of Thine altar; I unite with 
the Church, which by the hands of the priest, offers Thee Thine adorable 
Son in the Holy Sacrifice; I offer myself with Him, by Him, and in His Name. 
I adore, I praise, and thank Thee, imploring Thy mercy, invoking Thine 
assistance, and presenting Thee the homage I owe Thee as my Creator, 
the love due to Thee as my Savior.  
 

Apply to my soul, I beseech Thee, O merciful Jesus, Thine infinite merits; 
apply them also to those for whom I particularly wish to pray. I desire to    
communicate spiritually, that Thy Blood may purify, Thy Flesh strengthen, 
and Thy Spirit sanctify me. May I never forget that Thou, my divine        
Redeemer, hast died for me; may I die to all that is not Thee, that hereafter 
I may live eternally with Thee. Amen. 
 

 

SICK OR “HOMEBOUND” 
If you are sick or “homebound” (or know someone who is), and would like 
to have Communion, please contact the Rectory at 201-768-1706.   

 

 

Pray for Those in the Military 
  Mass Intentions 

Monday, October 19 - St. John de Brebeuf, St. Isaac Jogues- 
  Priests, and companions - martyrs 
8:00 George and Mary Ann Lyddon  R/b Stephen and Robin Hartman  
12:00 James Quaglietta                          R/b Tom and Gloria Pfeiffer 
Tuesday, Oct. 20 - St. Paul of the Cross from Ovada, Italy-Priest  
8:00 Kathleen Steinwehr                            R/b Tony and Laura Scott 
12:00 Stanton and Vollmers Family                   R/b the Foley Family 
Wednesday, October 21 – St. Celine of Cerny, France-Mother 
8:00   Anthony Bargellini 
12:00 Kathleen Steinwehr                     R/b Marty and Patrice Coyne 
Thursday, October 22–St. John Paul II - Pope 
8:00  Intentions of Maria Arias                                           
12:00 Intentions of Nick D’Alessandro                 R/b Monika Senicar 
Friday, October 23 – St. John of Capistrano, Italy-Priest 
8:00 Aurelia Marchiano                                      R/b the Dunn Family 
12:00 Ginny McCarthy                                     R/b the Zwerle Family 
Saturday, October 24 – St. Anthony Mary Claret of Spain 
8:00 Virginia Thompson         R/b Matthew and Mary Ann Donohue Ryan  
12:00 Frank Mangano                        R/b Ray and Laura Longobardi 
4:00 Michael Giotta                                                    R/b Anne Giotta 
5:00 Mary Ann Lyddon                    R/b Stephen and Robin Hartman 
Sunday, October 25 - St. Gaudentius of Brescia, Italy-Bishop  
7:00  Nancy Friedman                                        R/b Karen Accavallo 
8:00  Intentions of Irene Talledo                            R/b Marita Morgan 
9:30 Blanche Grasso                                       R/b the Purcell Family 
10:45  Maria Mattessich                                       R/b the Izzo Family 
10:45 Gym  Doug DiPaola 
12:00 Anna Lucia Arias                                              R/b Maria Arias 
1:00  People of the Parish 
6:00  Hylesook Mertel                          R/b Chris and Carmen Brown    

 

 Sanctuary Memorials 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week for those who serve in  
   defense of our country. 
 

The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp will burn this week for a 
   Special Intention, r/b the Olsen Family.   

The Saint Joseph Votive Lamp will burn this week for the souls  
    in Purgatory. 
  

     .                                                                                 Flower & Sanctuary Offerings 
If you would like to donate flowers for the Altar, BVM 

and St. Joseph, call the rectory. Flowers, Bread and Wine, 
the BVM and St. Joseph Votive Lamps and Sanctuary 
Lamp in the Church can be dedicated on a weekly basis. 
                 My Parish—COVID-19—My Responsibility 
We thank all those who so generously continue to support our par-
ish by mailing in your donations. At the same time, we understand 
that some have been laid off from their work or experiencing       
decreased income and are unable to continue their donations at this 
time. Donations/offering envelopes may be mailed to:  

OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn Street, Harrington Park, NJ 07640.  
   Thank you for your generosity. 

 
“Before, by yourself, you couldn't. Now, you've turned to our Lady, 

and with her, how easy!" --St. Josemaria Escriva 

  - 3 -                                      Tuesdays are dedicated to the Holy Apostles. 

US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Specialist Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Lieutenant Gigi McElroy 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Captain John G. Miele 
US Air Force 
Chief Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 

US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Corporal Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Lance Corporal Thomas Iafrate 
Corporal Joseph Levine 
US Navy 
Lt. Commander Julia Cheringal 
Ensign Jon Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 
 



  - 4 -     29th Sunday in Ordinary Time                   20th Sunday after Pentecost            
WISDOM 

One Saint, when confronted with the problems in his life, would say, 
“What is this compared to eternity?” This puts everything into perspective.  
To make this point more clear, is it better to die at ten or at ninety?  Ten, 
if you believe that heaven is everything that God says it is.  If you say 
ninety, you are looking at the world through the eyes of man. If you are 
looking through the eyes of God, the ten year old is the one more 
blessed. We must look at life through the perspective of eternity. When 
we start to stumble off the path of wisdom, we ought to look at Proverbs 
9:10, which tells us where wisdom begins. It says, “The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom.”  Live to please Him. The only thing that should 
make us afraid is displeasing our Father. If we want to walk in wisdom, 
we must first ask for the fear of God. Live not for what the world thinks of 
you, but for what God thinks of you. When we stop looking at the world 
and start looking at God, then we’ll be on the road to wisdom. 

 

 Graffiti made by early Christians in the catacombs of Rome, 

asked that Christians, who passed by, pray for their deceased relatives. 
But there is no point in praying for those in Heaven who are already in the 
presence of the Almighty, nor is there any point in praying for those     
consigned to all eternity in Hell, from which there is no return. These early 
Christians believed that the souls of the departed were in an intermediate 
place awaiting entrance into Heaven – Purgatory. 
  

QUESTION? 
Why do Catholics believe in a place between Heaven and Hell called 
Purgatory? The main body of Christians have always believed in the 
existence of a place between Heaven and Hell where souls go to be    
punished for lesser sins and to repay the debt of temporal punishment for 
sins which have been forgiven. Even after Moses was forgiven by God, 
he was still punished for his sin. (2 Samuel 12:13-14). The primitive 
Church Fathers regarded the doctrine of Purgatory as one of the basic 
tenets of the Christian faith. St. Augustine, one of the greatest doctors of 
the Church, said the doctrine of Purgatory "has been received from the     
Fathers and is observed by the Universal Church." 
  

** ** ** **  

      A little humor …  
   One Sunday a policeman was sitting on the side of the highway and 
was waiting to catch speeding drivers. The police officer saw a car driving 
along at 22 MPH. He thought to himself, "This driver is just as dangerous 
as a speeder."  
   So he turned on his lights and pulled the driver over. When he ap-
proached the car, he noticed that there were five older little nuns - two of 
them were in the front seat and three in the back with wide eyes and they 
were white as ghosts. The driver was obviously confused and said to him, 
"Officer, I don't understand, I was doing exactly the speed limit!  I always 
go exactly the speed limit. What seems to be the problem?" "Sister," the 
officer replies, "you weren't speeding, but you should know that driving 
slower than the speed limit can also be a danger to other drivers."  
   "Slower than the speed limit? No sir, I was doing the speed limit exactly! 
Twenty-two miles an hour!" the old nun said a bit proudly.  
   The State Police officer, trying to contain a chuckle, explained to her 
that "22" was the route number, not the speed limit. A bit embarrassed, 
she grinned and thanked the officer for pointing out her error.  
   "But before I let you go, Sister, I have to ask. Is everyone in this car 
OK? These nuns seem awfully shaken, and they haven't uttered a single 
peep this whole time," the officer asks with concern. "Oh, they'll be all 
right, officer. We just got off Route 119." 

When Your Hut's On Fire 
The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small, uninhabited 
island. He prayed feverishly for God to rescue him. Every day he 
scanned the horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming. Exhausted, 
he eventually managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect  
himself from the elements and to store his few possessions. One day 
after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little hut in flames 
with smoke rolling up to the sky. He felt the worst had happened and 
everything was lost.  He was stunned with disbelief, grief and anger. He 
cried out, “God! How could you do this to me?” Early the next day, he 
was awakened by the sound of a ship approaching the island! It had 
come to rescue him! “How did you know I was here?” asked the weary 
man of his rescuers. “We saw your smoke signal,” they replied. The  
Moral of This Story:  It's easy to get discouraged when things are going 
bad, but we shouldn't lose heart, because God is at work in our lives, 
even in the midst  of our pain and suffering. Remember that the next time 
your little hut seems to be burning to the ground - it just may be a smoke   
signal that summons the Grace of God. 
  

 "Is my time up?"   

A 65 year old woman had a heart attack and was taken to the hospital. 
While on the operating table she had a near death experience. Seeing 
God, she asked "Is my time up?" God said, "No, you have another 33 
years, 2 months and 8 days to live." Upon recovery, the woman decided 
to stay in the hospital and have a face-lift, liposuction and a tummy tuck. 
She even had someone come in and change her hair color and brighten 
her teeth! Since she had so much more time to live, she figured she 
might as well make the most of it. After her last operation, she was    
released from the hospital. While crossing the street on her way home, 
she was killed by an ambulance. Arriving in front of God, she demanded, 
"I thought you said I had another 33 years? Why didn't you pull me from 
out of the path of the ambulance?"  God replied:“ I didn't recognize you!!!  
 

   

***** ***** 
Do You Wish to Follow Christ? 

If you really wish to follow Christ, if you want your love for Him to 
grow and last, then you must be faithful to prayer. It is the key to the 
vitality of your life, i.e. Christ. Without prayer, your faith and love will 
die. If you are constant in daily prayer and in the Sunday celebration 
of Mass, your love for Jesus will increase. And your heart will know 
deep joy and peace, such as the world could never give.       
         Speech to Youth, New Orleans 1987    Pope John Paul II 
 
Certainly a life lived by faith resembles more an expedition up a 
mountain than a quiet evening spent reading in front of the fire; but 
anyone who embarks upon this expedition knows and experiences 
more and more that the adventure to which it invites us is worthwhile.  
            —Joseph Ratzinger from Faith and the Future 
 
 

             KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 
              1.Capernaum              2.Abram           3. An Angel 
                  4. Esau & Jacob        5. Coat of  Many Colors 
 

IT'S IN THE BIBLE 
The phrase "A bottomless pit," referring to a hole so deep and dark it 
seems to go on and on, comes to us from   Revelations 9:1. 

  



 - 5 -                  October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. 

Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness   
   When the Declaration of Independence was penned, three rights were 
deemed unalienable, given to all human beings by their Creator, and, 
therefore, unable to be taken away from someone or given away by 
someone else. They are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.     
That they were written in this order was no mistake - even the Founding 
Fathers knew that the right to life surpassed all others in importance: 
without the right to life, none of the other rights could be protected. The 
right to life was, and is, preeminent. 

We hold these truths to be self‐evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain    
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness. - The Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776 

 

   On this issue of preeminence of the right to life – and its source in our 
Creator – the Founding Fathers and the Church are agreed. Yet issues of 
life are under attack, and they appear in our national conversation and  
laws in terrible ways, as threats to the unborn (abortion), and as threats to 
the vulnerable, the disabled, and the elderly (euthanasia or assisted    
suicide). The Church teaches that abortion, euthanasia, and assisted 
suicide, as direct attacks on innocent human life, are all intrinsically evil – 
always and everywhere profoundly immoral. And preeminent among 
these is the most fundamental threat to the beginning of life itself –    
abortion. Pope Francis has made it clear that if we fail to protect life, no 
other rights matter. He also said that abortion is not primarily a Catholic or 
even a religious issue: it is first and foremost a human rights issue.  
 

Let each citizen remember at the moment he is offering his     
vote that he is not making a present or a compliment to 
please an individual – or at least that he ought not so to do;      
but that he is executing one of the most solemn trusts                
in human society for which he is accountable to God and his 
country. —Samuel Adams, The Boston Gazette on April 16, 1781 

-excerpt Catholicnewsworld.com; Most Rev. Felipe J. Estévez, Bishop of the  
 Diocese of St. Augustine, October 7, 2020  
 

Respect Life 
Mother refused to abort her child  

and he became a singing superstar 
Once upon a time, a frightened young bride was told that she was preg-
nant with a blind child and that she should abort him. She refused, and the 
boy grew up to become a musical superstar. It may sound like a fairytale, 
but it’s true. During an episode of Italy’s Sunday talk show "Domenica 
in"…Edi Alighieri, mother of Andrea Bocelli, described the dramatic     
circumstances under which she found out she was pregnant.  As Bocelli 
himself revealed in 2009, when Alighieri was a young newlywed, she went 
to the hospital with terrible stomach pains, thinking she might have     
appendicitis. There she was told that she was pregnant, but the baby she 
was carrying was already seriously disabled. He had congenital glaucoma 
that would render him blind, doctors told her, from birth. "They told me to 
abort; I refused," she was reported as saying on the program. During the 
show, Alighieri revealed that it was Bocelli’s blindness that led him to   
music in the first place. When he was staying in a hospital in Torino,   
undergoing treatment for glaucoma, Bocelli met a Russian man who     
listened to symphonies all day. It was love at first listen. "He no longer 
remembered being in care, he was fascinated by music," his mother    
recalled. Bocelli, who was born in 1958, became completely blind at 12 
after an accident playing soccer. Today, he is one of the world’s most 
famous classical singers. He has recorded 15 solo albums of both popular 
and classical music, and topped the charts with his duet with Sarah Bright-
man, "Time to Say Goodbye." Released in 1995, the song sold more than 
12 million copies, becoming one of the best-selling recordings in history. 
Bocelli himself is a firm advocate of unborn children’s right to life.  

–Dorothy Cummings McLean/LifeSiteNews 

Did You Know? 
  Our l[^y of Guápulo … Christm[s St[mp  

 

The U.S. Postal Service (USPS) has announced     
the release of a Christmas stamp depicting an      
18th-century Peruvian painting of the Blessed Mother 
and the Child Jesus.  Designed by Greg Breeding, 
the stamp is based on a painting of Our Lady            
of Guápulo currently located at the Metropolitan       
Museum of Art in New York City. The image, painted 
by an unknown artist in Cuzco, Peru, depicts a    

carving which Ecuadorian merchants commissioned in 1584 as a Span-
ish copy of the Virgin of Guadalupe. The statue was originally carved by 
sculptor Diego de Robles, but it was later destroyed in a fire in 1936, La 
Hora reported. “Enrobed in a pyramidal gown speckled with jewels and 
holding a scepter woven with roses and leaves, a crowned Virgin Mary 
looks down at a similarly adorned Christ Child in her left arm. A red ro-
sary ropes across the center of her dress and down to her right,” the 
USPS wrote in its description of the stamp.  The image in the stamp is 
framed by a gray metallic border, and the word “Christmas” is written in 
black lettering above the image. 
   According to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, a copy of the sculpture 
was carried throughout the Andes during the 17th century to raise funds 
to build a new sanctuary. This pilgrimage resulted in a greater demand 
for local replicas, like the painting from Cuzco.  The image is named 
after the Church of Our Lady of Guápulo - the first Marian sanctuary in 
Ecuador. The church has attracted numerous devotees seeking the 
Blessed Mother’s aid and protection. 
   The new stamps will be released Oct. 20 at post offices nationwide. 
They are being issued as “forever stamps,” which means they can be 
purchased at the current first-class mail rate and can be used even if 
that rate rises later. The stamps will cost $0.55 each at the time of their 
release. A Christmas stamp depicting a traditional image of Jesus and 
Mary is released every two years.   - Catholic News Agency Oct 13, 2020 

 
 

KIDZ KORNER 
1.  In what city did Jesus base His ministry? 
2.  What was Abraham’s name before it had been changed? 
3.  Who called Abraham and stopped him from sacrificing his son  
     Isaac? 
4.  What were Isaac’s two sons’ names?  
5. What present did Joseph get that caused his brothers to hate him?             

            Answers on page four.     
  
  
  
  

         Relevant Radio 1430AM 
  

For a clear signal download the free Relevant Radio app on your 
smartphone, ipad, computer and all those other devices! You can      
listen in your car without static on Bluetooth. Relevant Radio talk radio 
for Catholic life. 

*** 
Not only is the fact of the destruction of so many human lives still to 
be born or in their final stage extremely grave and disturbing, but no 
less grave and disturbing is the fact that conscience itself, darkened 
as it were by such widespread conditioning, is finding it increasingly 
difficult to distinguish between good and evil in what concerns the 
basic value of human life. (Evangelium Vitae)   — Pope St. John Paul II 


