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Sunday, January 24, 2021 A.D. 
In the Year of Saint Joseph WELCOME 

To the Parish Family of 
OUR LADY OF VICTORIES 

 

(THE LITTLE CHURCH WITH THE BIG HEART)   
  

Parish Office  201-768-1706 
  
  

COME WORSHIP WITH US 
  

Rev. Wojciech B. Jaskowiak 
Pastor   

  

Rev. Edmond P. Ilg 
Parochial Vicar 

 

Mr. Thomas Lagatol   Mr. Albert McLaughlin                                                                         
Deacons  

   

Maria Hellrigel - Parish Secretary      
                                       201-768-1706    

  
Religious Education (CCD) 

                    Susan Evanella           Denise Coulter (LSEC) 
 

                                       201-768-1400 

 
 

  Sr. Elizabeth Holler, SC                Sr. Mary Corrigan, SC 
                                In Residence-Convent 
  

         Selena Piazza               Elizabeth Gulfo             
        Lesa Rossmann           Martin Coyne II            
       Ministers of Music          Parish Trustees     
                                                                               

    Jorden Pedersen Esq.                     Jon Fischer CFA 
President Parish Council          Chairman Finance Committee 
  
   
Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Jude and St. Anthony: Wednesday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
St. Peregrine: First Friday of the Month 

Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & after 12:00Noon Mass 
 

Man does not live  
by bread alone, 

but by every word 
that comes  

from the mouth of 
God. 

 

M A T TH E W  4 : 4  

ATTENTION !   
          no more sign-ups for  

Saturday evening / Sunday Mass. 
Seating for Mass will be on a “first-come, first- served” basis, 

with the assistance of the ushers. 
 Weekend Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday evening    4:00PM and 5:00PM 
 Sunday   7:00AM, 8:00AM Latin, 9:30AM - also live-streamed,                  
    10:45AM, 10:45AM Family Mass in OLV GYM   

    12:00Noon, 1:00PM Spanish, 6:00PM.  No 7PM Sunday Mass 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: 
Mon.-Sat.: 7:30-7:50am.  Saturday: 11:00-11:50am; 3:00-3:45pm 
  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism, call the rectory. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Sick calls at any time in emergency.  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious Life 
should contact the Vocations Office at 973.497.4365. 
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Fr. Wojciech’s Corner  

  

   Thank you to all participants in our Pro-Life Rosary and Novena last 
Friday. Our Pro-Life Rosary and Novena will continue every day after 12 
Noon Mass until Friday, January 29, when we will again gather outside in 
front of the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
    If I were to make a saying for this Sunday it would be: Don’t let the 
world change you, let the WORD of God change you. That is my wish 
for OLV Family on this WORD of God Sunday. This day envisioned by 
Pope Francis in his Apostolic Letter, Motu proprio "Aperuit illis", published 
on 30 September 2019, established that "the Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the 
Word of God".  
    May this Sunday renew our love for the Word of God (who is not an 
object but a PERSON) and inspire us to find there keys to life.  
   During my time in the seminary I read the entire Bible several times, 
every day piece by piece - what an inspiration. Then I read the Bible by 
different Books; there are so many inspiring stories there. But above all,     
it is a living Word that transforms lives and nourishes faith. St. Vincent 
Pallotti, as well as St. Maximillian Kolbe, and many other saints chal-
lenged by the darkness of their times and the media, started a counter-
media with Catholic outlets, pamphlets, magazines, etc. Some of the 
greatest advice I ever received while reading the life of St. Vincent Pallotti 
was: read books about saints and lives of saints written by other saints. A 
very profound statement. One of the greatest things I did with my semi-
narian friend was every Sunday to look for commentaries of the Fathers of 
the Church (many of them saints) on the Bible. What a treasure. Still to-
day I am grateful God inspired me to do that. As today is the Word of God 
Sunday  I encourage those who wish to go to the link CHURCH FA-
THERS: Home (newadvent.org) and you will find yourselves in a well of 
treasure of commentaries not only on the Bible, but even different topics 
like patience, widows, etc. 

     

May Mary the Mother of the WORD MADE FLESH,  
help THE WORD become FLESH IN US. 

 

 Virtual March for Life 2021  
   The March for Life Education and Defense Fund, the organization behind 
the annual March for Life in Washington, D.C., have announced that the 
2021 March for Life will take place virtually on January 29. 
   Participants will be able to follow the march and participate virtually on its 
website. The march will still happen, but in-person attendance will be con-
fined to a small number of pro-life leaders who will represent the movement.   
   President of March for Life Jeanne Mancini said the March for Life “is 
profoundly grateful for the countless women, men, and families who sacrifice 
to come out in such great numbers each year as a witness for life - and we 
look   forward to being together in person next year. As for this year’s march, 
we look forward to being with you virtually.” 
   The March for Life, which organizers describe as the world’s largest     
annual human rights demonstration, takes place every year on or near  
January 22, the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court   
decision that legalized abortion nationwide. 
   Mancini told Catholic News Agency, “I welcome the prayers of my fellow 
Catholics during this unique moment in history as we work together to build 
a culture of life in our country. ‘With God all things are possible.’” 
 

Before  
I formed you in the womb,  

I knew you;  
before you were born 

 I sanctified you. 
                                      Jeremiah 1:5 (Holy Bible) 

This Sunday is Word of God 
Sunday.   
To many people, the Bible is 
simply a giant book that 
doesn’t make a whole lot of 
sense. That’s a shame, be-
cause it’s actually a beautiful 
story. In fact, it’s our story. 

It’s the story of where we come from, what went wrong, and God’s 
incredible merciful plan to save us and make everything right again.                   
        - Matthew Leonard from Genesis to Jesus  
 

 Boulder story…  
 There once was a very wealthy and curious king. This king had a huge 
boulder placed in the middle of a road. Then he hid nearby to see if 
anyone would try to remove the gigantic rock from the road.  
 The first people to pass by were some of the king’s wealthi-
est merchants and courtiers. Rather than moving it, they simply walked 
around it. A few loudly blamed the King for not maintaining the roads. 
Not one of them tried to move the boulder.  
  Finally, a peasant came along. His arms were full of vegetables. When 
he got near the boulder, rather than simply walking around it as the 
others had, the peasant put down his load and tried to move the stone 
to the side of the road. It took a lot of effort but he finally succeeded. 
  The peasant gathered up his load and was ready to go on his way 
when he saw a purse lying in the road where the boulder had been. The 
peasant opened the purse. The purse was stuffed full of gold coins and 
a note from the king. The king’s note said the purse’s gold was a reward 
for moving the boulder from the road. The king showed the peasant 
what many of us never understand: every obstacle presents an oppor-
tunity to improve our condition.  
  That’s how some see the Bible. For some it is an boring obstacle to full 
living, to some others a treasure of wealth to discover.  

  For some obstacle, for others opportunity 
   

“Sacred Scripture is set up as a kind of lantern  
for us in the night of this life” 

-St. Gregory the Great 
 

“I interpret as I should, following the command of Christ: Search the 
Scriptures, and Seek and you shall find. Christ will not say to me 
what he said to the Jews: You erred, not knowing the Scriptures and 
not knowing the power of God. For if, as Paul says, Christ is the 
power of God and the wisdom of God, and if the man who does not 
know Scripture does not know the power and wisdom of God, then 

ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.”                          
-St. Jerome 

 

“Nourish your soul with a Bible reading,  
it will prepare your soul for a feast” 

-St. Augustine       

2021 @nnu[l @pp_[l 
Please prayerfully consider donating to the Annual Appeal.  OLV parish 
goal this year is $65,143. Appeal envelopes are available in the church. 
To all those who helped us these past years, thank you and to all who 
will participate this year, we ask you to submit your Appeal donations to 
the OLV rectory, so we can ensure that our parish receives proper credit 
for the donations. Please visit the Archdiocesan Website for more     
information and videos at 2021 Annual Appeal | Archdiocese of Newark 
(rcan.org).  The link will be available on our website. 



 Mass Inten ons 
Monday, January 25 - Conversion of St. Paul, apostle  
8:00 Anna Lucia Arias                                                       R/b Maria Arias  
12:00  Ginny McCarthy                                           R/b the Zwerle Family 
Tuesday, January 26 - Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops  
8:00 Harry G. Brandes - 20th Anniversary             R/b Margaret Brandes  
12:00  Louis Schiano                                      R/b the McCormack Family 
Wednesday, January 27 - St. Angela Merici, Virgin  
8:00 John Shalhoub                                            R/b the Shalhoub Family 
12:00  Phyllis Bulzoni                                R/b Chris and Karen Anderson 
Thursday, Jan.  28 - St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor of the Church  
8:00 John Scrivanich                                             R/b the Busanic Family 
12:00 Joseph Rinaldi                                                        R/b Rae Rinaldi 
Friday, January 29 - St. Gildas the Wise of England, Abbot 
8:00 John J. Peterson Jr.                     R/b Dennis and Kathleen Falotico 
12:00 Joseph George Longo                           R/b the Bentivegna Family 
Saturday, Jan. 30 - St. Bathildis of England, Queen, Widow, Nun 
8:00  John (Tommy) O’Neill                   R/b Tom and Jeanne Hennessey 
12:00  Alan White                                                 R/b Maureen McMahon 
4:00 Frances Burke                                           R/b the Beardsley Family 
5:00 Mark B. Rockey                                                           R/b Joe Tobia 
Sunday, January 31 - Saint John Bosco, Priest  
7:00  James M. Walsh                                             R/b the Goerg Family 
8:00  Anthony Bargellini                             R/b Greg and Susan Evanella 
9:30  Connie Roccanova                                              R/b Mary McGrath 
10:45  Joanne McMullen                                            R/b Rita McNamara 
10:45 Gym  Richard J. Supple                                            R/b OLV CCD 
12:00 Elizabeth Maureen Haugh                          R/b the Romano Family 
1:00  People of the Parish  
6:00 Josephine LaRosa                                 R/b Roy and Maria Lapidus  
   
  SANCTUARY MEMORIALS 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week for the souls in Purgatory,  
The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp will burn this week for the 
  repose of the soul of Edward McCarthy, r/b Sonny and Anita Garzino.  
The Saint Joseph Votive Lamp will burn this week for a special  
  intention, r/b Cathy Ryan.  
  

             My Parish - COVID-19 - My Responsibility 
We thank all those who so generously continue to support our parish by 
mailing in your donations. At the same time, we understand that some 
have been laid off from their work or experiencing decreased income and 
are unable to continue their donations at this time.      
                    Donations/offering envelopes may be mailed to:  

OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn Street, Harrington Park, NJ 07640.  
   Thank you for your generosity. 

 

Relevant Radio - 1430AM 
Bringing Christ to the world through the media 

Under the protective intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Rele-
vant Radio® has been helping people bridge the gap between faith 
and everyday life through informative, entertaining, and interactive 
programming twenty-four hours per day, seven days per week. 
Excerpt from Patrick Madrid: 
1    
8 year old Celia phoned in: Why do the priests kiss the Bible? 
 

Patrick Madrid:  The priest kisses the Bible as a sign of respect  -and 
this is something that’s done to show love for the Word of God and 
Scripture... and also respect for It because Jesus is speaking to us 
through the Bible.   

  - 3       Mondays are dedicated to the Holy Angels.          
  

     NEED BAPTISM, FIRST COMMUNION OR  CONFIRMATION 
If you want to become a Roman Catholic or complete your Initiation      
into the Church, the RCIA is for you!  For more information, phone 
the rectory. Adult Catholics who have not yet celebrated Confirma-
tion should also contact the rectory for preparation class information. 
 

CONVALIDATION 
Best way to start your married life is with God. In Sacramental   
Marriage God’s own divine life can be experienced and lived. Were 
you married only civilly by a mayor or justice of the peace and 
would now like to be married in the Catholic Church? Contact        
Fr. Wojciech for details.    

  
REQUIREMENTS for GODPARENTS 
Godparents play a very important role in your child's spiritual life as 
role models of the faith. They should support not only the child, but the 
parents as well. Additionally, in their role as godparent, they represent 
the larger Church community and this is a tremendous responsibility. 
The Church has provided guidelines to help parents choose the best 
possible godparents for their children. In recognizing the importance of 
the godparent and their duties:  
Godparent/Sponsor must be at least 16 years old. 
Godparent/Sponsor must be in good standing with the Catholic 
Church. Must be a practicing Catholic (attend Sunday Mass weekly). 
Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Communion, and      
Confirmation. If married, must be married in the Catholic Church.  
If single, not living with significant other, nor married civilly only. 
Godparent/Sponsor cannot be the candidate’s parent. Each child 
only requires one Godparent. If you wish to have 2 Godpar-
ents, there must be one female and one male.  (Canon Law 872-874)   
 

Jesus asked one thing from us!!! 
On His last night of earth (Holy Thursday) Jesus asked His disciples 
one thing – to stay awake with Him for one hour.  OLV has Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament every Tuesday and Thursday - 8:30AM to 
11:50AM. 
 

                                      CONFESSION/RECONCILIATION 
Our Lord told St. Margaret Mary Alacoque that individuals should      
go to confession at a minimum once a month. This sacrament is 
offered every weekday at 7:30AM, as well as First Friday at 6PM,     
and Saturdays from 11AM to Noon and 3-3:40PM. A Priest is also 
available to hear Confessions daily by  appointment.   
 
 
 

Clothing Bins: . Please donate clothes, small appliances, shoes,  
linens, sheets, towels, stuffed animals, novels, knickknacks, toys, and 
children’s books. Please place your donations INSIDE the bins 
(sometimes you have to push it in). Do not leave items outside. 
 
 

   VIRTUAL VOCATION VISIT - January 30, 2021 
For Catholic women ages 18-40 discerning a religious vocation. 

Dominican Sisters of Hawthorne 
“Servants of Relief for an Incurable Cancer” 

Register by emailing or calling Sr. Catherine Marie 
vocationdirector@hawthorne-dominicans.org - 845-745-1319 

CCD Office Hours 
Monday - Wednesday - Friday      10AM-2PM 

201-768-1400  olvhpccd@gmail.com 



         Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and 
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their 
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for 
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 

                                                       Pray for Our Sick 
Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the sick of the   
Parish may be restored to health and all those who assist and care for the 
sick will be given the strength to continue God’s Will: baby Cordelia, baby 
Emmet Fischer, baby James Amicucci, baby Jonathan, baby Joseph     
William Ragu, Richard Bolton, Robert Brawley, Dominic Carini, Sal Cenico-
la, Helen Choma, Kevin Columbo, Paul Corbett, Marie D’Ascenzo, Cathy 
Daleo, Maryann Dean, Lorraine Degerdon, Roseann Dennehy, Vincent 
DePaola, Marge Devitt, Mike Donohue, Carl Falasca, Jay Filippone, Marie 
Filippone, Christine Fitzgerald, Christine Flatt, Mary Foley, Leslie Handler, 
Amy Hartwell, Peter Kellar, Mary Lowe, Richard Mayer, James McGarry, 
Robert Milli, Gianna Moscatello, Natalie Niebergall, Adelaide Packingham, 
John Pal, Tom Paskewich, Joan and Buddy Phalon, Marie Piazza, Canice 
Prince, Debra Rendon, Bruce Michael Ricciardi, Louise Ricciardi, Vincent 
Ricciardi, Veronica Romanchuk, Beth Sacco, Janet Sylvia, Aileen Vassar, 
Maria Williams, Brian, Carla, Chris, Christina, Dierdre, Edward, Elba, Jennifer, Jo-
ann, Karen, Lauren, Lisa, Lou, Lucas, Lynn, Michael, Patrick, Paul, Peter, Robert, 
Sean, Sharon, Tina W., Tom. 
 

  Spiritual Communioncomposed by Cardinal Rafael Merry del Val 
As I cannot this day enjoy the happiness of assisting at the holy Mysteries, 
O my God! I transport myself in spirit at the foot of Thine altar; I unite with 
the Church, which by the hands of the priest, offers Thee Thine adorable 
Son in the Holy Sacrifice; I offer myself with Him, by Him, and in His 
Name. I adore, I praise, and thank Thee, imploring Thy mercy, invoking 
Thine assistance, and presenting Thee the homage I owe Thee as my 
Creator, the love due to Thee as my Savior.  
 

Apply to my soul, I beseech Thee, O merciful Jesus, Thine infinite merits; 
apply them also to those for whom I particularly wish to pray. I desire to 
communicate spiritually, that Thy Blood may purify, Thy Flesh strengthen, 
and Thy Spirit sanctify me. May I never forget that Thou, my divine       
Redeemer, hast died for me; may I die to all that is not Thee, that hereafter 
I may live eternally with Thee. Amen. 

 

                        SICK OR “HOMEBOUND” 
If you are sick or “homebound” (or know someone who is), and would like 
to have Communion, please contact the Rectory at 201-768-1706.  
 

Relevant Radio  1430AM  

 - 4 -    Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                           3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

Pray for Those in the Military 

US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Specialist Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Private First Class Sean Keohane 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Lieutenant Gigi McElroy 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Captain John G. Miele 
US Air Force 
Chief Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 
 

US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Corporal Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Lance Corporal Thomas Iafrate 
Corporal Joseph Levine 
2nd Lieutenant J.P. Maher 
US Navy 
Lt. Commander Julia Cheringal 
Ensign Jon Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 

Garden of American Heroes 
  Catholic Saints Among Those to be Honored  

 The National Garden of American Heroes will include statues of many 
notable Catholic figures, including five saints and numerous people who 
are on the path to sainthood.  
   “Astounding the world by the sheer power of their example, each one 
of them has contributed indispensably to America’s noble history, the 
best chapters of which are still to come,” said President Trump. 
   Among those who will be memorialized in the National Garden of 
American Heroes include St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, the first American 
saint; St. Katharine Drexel, the first-born U.S. citizen to be canonized; 
St. John Neumann; and St. Junipero Serra, the first saint canonized on 
U.S. soil.  Ven. Fulton Sheen and Ven. Augustus Tolton, one of the first 
black priests in the United States, as well as Servant of God Dorothy 
Day, will be honored. Archbishop John Carroll, S.J., the first Catholic 
archbishop in the United States, will also be included, as will March for 
Life founder Nellie Gray, poet and activist Fr. Thomas Merton, OCSO, 
and Fr. John P. Washington, a US Army chaplain who died helping 
save soldiers on the sinking Dorchester during World War II.   
   The first Catholic president, John F. Kennedy, is one of the 17        
presidents who will be featured in the National Garden. Other Catholic 
political figures who will be honored include Charles Carroll, the only 
Catholic signer of the Declaration of Independence; William F. Buckley; 
20th century playwright and Congresswoman Clare Boothe Luce; and 
Antonin Scalia.  
   Catholic athletes who will be enshrined in the garden include Kobe 
Bryant, Roberto Clemente, Vince Lombardi, Babe Ruth, and Jim 
Thorpe. Not everyone on the list was a U.S. citizen, or even lived in 
what is now the United States. Christopher Columbus, statues of whom 
were frequently targeted over the summer of 2020, is set to be honored 
in the National Garden of American heroes.    
   “The National Garden will feature a roll call of heroes who deserve 
honor, recognition, and lasting tribute because of the battles they won, 
the ideas they championed, the diseases they cured, the lives they 
saved, the heights they achieved, and the hope they passed down to all 
of us — that united as one American people trusting in God, there is no 
challenge that cannot be overcome and no dream that is beyond our 
reach,” said the President.   - (excerpt) Catholic News Agency By Christine Rousselle
  

Azanmig  
I cdnuolt blveiee that I cluod aulaclty uesdnatnrd what I was rdanieg. 
The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid, aoccdrnig to a rscheearch 
at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it dseno't mtaetr in what oerdr the ltteres in a 
word are, the olny iproamtnt tihng is that the frsit and last ltteer be in the 
rghit pclae. The rset can be a taotl mses and you can still raed it whotuit 
a pboerlm. This is bcuseaethe huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by 
istlef, but the word as a wlohe. Azanmig huh? Yaeh and I awlyas 
tghuhot slpeling was ipmorantt! 
  

Kidz Korner Answers 
           1. Saint Paul.                       2. St. Jerome. 
           3. John (Letter of John and Revelation), and Luke (Acts). 
           4. St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. 
 
“Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the     
moment of conception. From the first moment of his existence, a human 
being must be recognized as having the rights of a person – among 
which is the inviolable right of every innocent being to life.”  
                    – Catechism of the Catholic Church 2270  



 - 5 -                    January is dedicated to the Holy Name. 

Sunday of the Word of God 
   Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter, Motu proprio "Aperuit illis", published 
on 30 September 2019, establishes that "the Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and dissemination of the 
Word of God".  
   September 30 is the Feast of Saint Jerome, the man who translated 
most of the Bible into Latin, and who famously said: "Ignorance of   
Scripture is ignorance of Christ". The title of the document, “Aperuit illis”, 
is equally important. They are its opening words, taken from St. Luke’s 
Gospel, where the Evangelist describes how the Risen Jesus appeared 
to His disciples, and how “He opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures”. 
 

Champion of the Bible  
St. Jerome  

Translated The Holy Bible Into LATIN   
B Y  F A T H E R  C A R O T A  

St. Jerome was commissioned by Pope Damasus I in 382 to 
gather and examine all Holy Scriptures, Old and New and 
translate them into LATIN for the good of the Catholic 
Church.  Here is what he responded in a correspondence to 
Pope Damasus:  
“You urge me to revise the old Latin version, and, as it were, to 
sit in judgment on the copies of the Scriptures which are now 
scattered throughout the whole world; and, inasmuch as they 
differ from one another, you would have me decide which of 
them agree with the Greek original. The labour is one of love, 
but at the same time both perilous and presumptuous; for in 
judging others I must be content to be judged by all; and how 
can I dare to change the language of the world in its hoary 
old age, and carry it back to the early days of its infancy? Is 
there a man, learned or unlearned, who will not, when he 
takes the volume into his hands, and perceives that what he 
reads does not suit his settled tastes, break out immediately 
into violent language, and call me a forger and a profane  
person for having the audacity to add anything to the ancient 
books, or to make any changes or corrections therein? Now 
there are two consoling reflections which enable me to bear 
the odium - in the first place, the command is given by you 
who are the supreme bishop; and secondly, even on the show-
ing of those who revile us, readings at variance with the early 
copies cannot be right.”  
   St. Jerome was an extremely brilliant and educated Roman 
citizen from Dalmatia.  He moved to Bethlehem to be close to 
the source and began examining all the Hebrew and Greek 
text of the Old testament.  There is estimated to be around 
seven Old Testaments written in Greek.  The one St. Jerome 
worked on most was the “Septuagint” that had been translated 
from Hebrew into Greek in Alexandria Egypt in the second 
century Before Christ. The New Testament was originally 
written in Greek, with some having been translated into Latin 
already.  
   Pope Damasus I and St. Jerome knew at this time (390)      
that Latin was the most common language of the Roman     
Empire. They also wanted to correct errors that had crept      
into some translations or hand written transcripts of the Bible.       
St. Jerome also wanted to make the Bible understandable for 
the bishops and priests who only spoke Latin. He wanted 
them to preach the “Word of God” in their sermons.  
                              - continued next column -  

   So at this time we can already see the universal need for 
Latin in the Catholic Church.  Greek was also spoken at this 
time in parts of the Catholic Church as we find in the Byzan-
tine Catholic Liturgies today.  But the Roman Catholics were 
using Latin.  
   As seen in the great writings of St. Jerome and St. Augus-
tine, many of the theological teachings and discourses were 
written in Latin. The precise explanation of these complex 
theological discourses was done best in the great language of 
Latin. 
   St. Jerome is one of the four Great Latin Doctors of          
the Church along with St. Augustine, St. Ambrose and St. 
Gregory the Great (who codified the Latin Mass).  
   Here is a holy quote from St. Jerome on Chastity for the 
Love of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.  “How very difficult it 
is for the human heart not to love something!  Of necessity, 
our minds and wills must be drawn to some kind of affection. 
Carnal love is overcome by spiritual love. Desire is extin-
guished by deeper desire. Whatever is taken from carnal 
love is given to the higher love.”  
   To the shock of most Catholics, Vatican II kept Latin as the 
official Language of the Church and is to be kept in a special 
place of honor.  Like St. Jerome, after the third century, most 
great theological discourses were written in Latin because it 
is a very accurate language to express theological thought in. 
Most of these great text are still in their original Latin today.   
     From http://www.traditionalcatholicpriest.com/2014/02/04/st-     
     jerome-translated-the-holy-bible-into-latin/ 

 

Food for thought … 

 

If only we could use our Bibles  
as often as we use our cell phones 

*** 
HE alone is the WAY that is worth following,  

the LIGHT that is worth lighting,  
the LIFE that is worth living,  

and the LOVE that is worth loving.  
— St. Teresa of Calcutta 

*** 
The saints are the true interpreters of Holy Scripture. 
The meaning of a given passage of the Bible becomes 
most intelligible in those human beings who have been 
totally transfixed by it and have lived it out.  
— Benedict XVI, from Jesus of Nazareth: From the Baptism in the 
Jordan to the Transfiguration 

    A Little Humor … 
Ms. Terri asked her religion class to draw pictures of their favorite Bible 
stories. She was puzzled by Kyle’s picture, which showed four people 
on an airplane, so she asked him which story it was meant to represent.     
“The flight to Egypt,” said Kyle.   
“I see … And that must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus,” Ms. Terri 
said.  “But who’s the fourth person?”  “Oh, that’s Pontius – the Pilot!” 

 

KIDZ KORNER 
1. Which apostle brought the Gospel to the Gentiles? 
2. Which Saint translated the Bible from its original languages into Latin? 
3. Which two evangelists are authors of other Books in the New Testament? 
4. Which Saint founded the first Catholic School in the United States?                    
                                                     Answers on page 4. 


