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Sunday, February 7, 2021 A.D. 
In the Year of Saint Joseph WELCOME 

To the Parish Family of 
OUR LADY OF VICTORIES 

 

(THE LITTLE CHURCH WITH THE BIG HEART)   
  

Parish Office  201-768-1706 
  
  

COME WORSHIP WITH US 
  

Rev. Wojciech B. Jaskowiak 
Pastor   

  

Rev. Edmond P. Ilg 
Parochial Vicar 

 

Mr. Thomas Lagatol   Mr. Albert McLaughlin                                                                         
Deacons  

   

Maria Hellrigel - Parish Secretary      
                                       201-768-1706    

  
Religious Education (CCD) 

                    Susan Evanella           Denise Coulter (LSEC) 
 

                                       201-768-1400 

 
 

  Sr. Elizabeth Holler, SC                Sr. Mary Corrigan, SC 
                                In Residence-Convent 
  

         Selena Piazza               Elizabeth Gulfo             
        Lesa Rossmann           Martin Coyne II            
       Ministers of Music          Parish Trustees     
                                                                               

    Jorden Pedersen Esq.                     Jon Fischer CFA 
President Parish Council          Chairman Finance Committee 
  
   
Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Jude and St. Anthony: Wednesday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
St. Peregrine: First Friday of the Month 

Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & after 12:00Noon Mass 
 
 

What is man,  
that THOU art  
mindful of him?  

 
Psalm 8:5 

ATTENTION !   
          no more sign-ups for  

Saturday evening / Sunday Mass. 
Seating for Mass will be on a “first-come, first- served” basis, 

with the assistance of the ushers. 
 Weekend Mass Schedule: 
 Saturday evening    4:00PM and 5:00PM 
 Sunday   7:00AM, 8:00AM Latin, 9:30AM - also live-streamed,                  
    10:45AM, 10:45AM Family Mass in OLV GYM   

    12:00Noon, 1:00PM Spanish, 6:00PM.  No 7PM Sunday Mass 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: 
Mon.-Sat.: 7:30-7:50am.  Saturday: 11:00-11:50am; 3:00-3:45pm 
  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism, call the rectory. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Sick calls at any time in emergency.  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious Life 
should contact the Vocations Office at 973.497.4365. 



  - 2 -      Our Lady of Victories, Harrington Park/River Vale N.J. 

World Day for Consecrated Life will be 
celebrated in parishes over the weekend of February 6-7, 2021. Please 
pray for all those who have made commitments in the consecrated life, 
and be sure to thank them on their special day. May they continue to be 
inspired by Jesus Christ and respond generously to God's gift of their 
vocation.  

XXIX ANNUAL WORLD DAY OF  THE SICK  
February 11 

 

The World Day of the Sick in the Catholic Church was instituted on May 13, 
1992 by St. Pope John Paul II and is celebrated every year on February 11, 
also the memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes.   
 

“The Christian community has always paid particular attention to the sick 
and the world of suffering in its multiple manifestations. In the wake of such 
a long tradition, the universal Church, with a renewed spirit of service, is 
preparing to celebrate the first World Day of the Sick as a special occasion 
for growth, with an attitude of listening, reflection, and effective commit-
ment in the face of the great mystery of pain and illness. This day, which, 
beginning in February 1993, will be celebrated every year on the commem-
oration of Our Lady of Lourdes, for all believers seeks to be "a special time 
of prayer and sharing, of offering one's suffering for the good of the Church 
and of reminding everyone to see in his sick brother or sister the face         
of Christ who, by suffering, dying and rising, achieved the salvation of   
mankind"   (Letter Instituting the World Day of the Sick, 13 May 1992, n. 3) . 
 

QUOTES ON SUFFERING:  
from St. John Paul II’s  Salvifici Doloris 

Apostolic Letter ON THE CHRISTIAN MEANING OF HUMAN 
SUFFERING  

Christ gives the answer to the question about suffering and the meaning of 
suffering not only by his teaching, that is by the Good News, but most of all 
by his own suffering. (18) 
 

Human suffering has reached its culmination in the Passion of Christ. And 
at the same time it has entered into a completely new dimension and a new 
order: it has been linked to love… to that love which creates good, drawing 
it out by means of suffering, just as the supreme good of the Redemption of 
the world was drawn from the Cross of Christ. (18) 
 

Each one is also called to share in that suffering through which the       
Redemption was accomplished. He is called to share in that suffering 
through which all human suffering has also been redeemed. In bringing 
about the Redemption through suffering, Christ has also raised human 
suffering to the level of the Redemption. Thus each man, in his suffering, 
can also become a sharer in the redemptive suffering of Christ. (19)  
 

In a special way he is united with those who suffer...for whoever suffers in 
union with Christ...not only receives from Christ that strength...but 
'completes' by his suffering 'what is lacking in Christ's afflictions.' … the 
Redemption, which has already been completely accomplished is, in a 
certain sense, constantly being accomplished. (24)  
 

Suffering, which is present under so many different forms in our human 
world, is also present in order to unleash love in the human person, that 
unselfish gift of one's "I" on behalf of other people, especially those who 
suffer. The world of human suffering unceasingly calls for, so to speak, 
another world: the world of human love; and in a certain sense man owes to 
suffering that unselfish love which stirs in his heart and actions. (29)   
 
Find the full text of the Letter at Salvifici Doloris (February 11, 1984) | John Paul II 
(vatican.va)    

Fr. Wojciech’s Corner  
  

   Last Tuesday, February 2nd, covered with snow, we celebrated 
the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple. How    
appropriate since the expression white snow in Scripture is used 
many times as an expression for the forgiveness of sins – Isaiah. 
Though your sins are like scarlet, they will be as white as snow.  
White is also the color of highest degree of heat and therefore love. 
White color vestments and ornaments are also used so many 
times in liturgical celebrations.  
   This year February 2nd marked also the 25th anniversary of St. 
Pope John Paul II declaring a World Day of Prayer for Consecrated 
Life. This year however because February 2nd fell on a weekday,  
parishes celebrate it on the weekend of February 6-7, 2021. 
Please pray for all those who have made commitments in the con-
secrated life, and be sure to thank them on their special day. 
   This weekend marks the SUPER BOWL. As every year in our 
parish we have a SOUPer-BOWL Canned Food Collection that 
benefits St. Cecilia Food Pantry. Thank you to all our donors.  
   This weekend we also have a special guest who consecrated her 
life in a special way and founded Hearts of Joy International -
Lauren Costabile. Many of you know her already. She will invite us 
to the special Virtual Gala Dinner and speak of her valuable work 
to help children with Down Syndrome. Please see also the flyer in 
our bulletin. 
   Second page of the bulletin insert presents all the names of our 
kind donors for this past Christmas flowers –THANK YOU so much 
for your support. 
  

Prayer from St. Bernadette Soubirious: 
The young shepherdess who saw Our Lady in Lourdes, Saint  
Bernadette, found solace in her suffering by turning her eyes to 
Our Lord. 

“O Jesus, Jesus,” she prayed, “I no longer  
feel my cross when I think of yours.” 

 

If you’re suffering today, pray this excerpt of one of her prayers: 
Let the crucifix be not only in my eyes and on my breast, 
 but in my heart. O Jesus!   
Release all my affections and draw them upwards. 
Let my crucified heart sink forever into Thine  
and bury itself in the mysterious wound  
made by the entry of the lance.    -St. Bernadette Soubirious 

    

“It is great wisdom to know how to be silent and to look  
at neither the remarks, nor the deeds, nor the lives of  
others.” St. John of the Cross 

2021 @nnu[l @pp_[l  
Please prayerfully consider donating to the Annual Appeal.  OLV par-
ish goal this year is $65,143. Appeal envelopes are available in the 
church. We ask you to submit your Appeal donations to the OLV recto-
ry, so we can ensure that our parish receives proper credit for the 
donations. Please make checks payable to 2021 Annual Appeal. Visit 
the Archdiocesan Website for more information and videos at 2021 
Annual Appeal | Archdiocese of Newark (rcan.org). The link is availa-
ble on our website. THANK YOU to ALL who already donated. 



 Mass Inten ons 
Monday, Feb. 8 – Ss. Jerome Emiliani, priest & Josephine Bakhita, virgin 
8:00 Betty Gulfo                                                                    R/b Liz Gulfo  
12:00  Intentions of Stephen and Robin Hartman - Wedding Anniversary 
Tuesday, February 9 – St. Apollonia – Virgin and Martyr 
8:00 Dennis and Ann McGuire                                R/b the Barrett Family 
12:00  Everett Morrison                                                    R/b Rae Rinaldi 
Wednesday, February 10 - St. Scholastica - Virgin  
8:00 John O’Donnell                                  R/b John and Leslie O’Donnell 
12:00  Mary Sweeney                                 R/b George and Gail Fabiano 
Thursday, February 11 - Our Lady of Lourdes 
8:00 Rev. Zachary H. Monet                                             R/b Pat Consoli 
12:00 Daniel Casey                                          R/b Tom and Tara Oakley 
Friday, February 12 - St. Saturninus & Companions, Martyrs  
8:00  Filipa Fizulich                               R/b Michael and Barbara Fizulich 
12:00 Mary Longernecker                                                R/b Ann Hamilla 
Saturday, February 13 - St. Catherine De Ricci, Virgin-Italy     
8:00  Blase Sacus                                                           R/b Sr. Elizabeth 
12:00  Diane Melchiorre                              R/b George and Claire Meyer 
4:00 Louis J. Langone Sr.                                        R/b Lorraine Gobbetti 
5:00 Michael Bentivegna                                 R/b the Bentivegna Family 
Sunday, February 14 - St. Valentine, Priest and Martyr 
7:00  Roseann Vetter                                    R/b Mike and Maria Hellrigel 
8:00  Frank Bertini Jr.                                 R/b Greg and Susan Evanella 
9:30  Mary Catherine Justice                             R/b Tony and Mary Yorio 
10:45  Pietro Colarullo                                         R/b the Colarullo Family 
10:45 Gym  David Musante                                
12:00 Marie Zocco                                                           R/b Mike Zocco 
1:00  People of the Parish  
6:00 Robert Kaiser                                         R/b Rob and Dianne Kaiser  
   
  SANCTUARY MEMORIALS 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week for the men and women who   
  have committed to the consecrated life,   
The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp will burn this week for the 
  repose of the soul of Lydia Mohsenin, r/b the Dunn Family.  
The Saint Joseph Votive Lamp will burn this week for the souls in  
   Purgatory. 
  

             My Parish - COVID-19 - My Responsibility 
We thank all those who so generously continue to support our parish by 
mailing in your donations. At the same time, we understand that some 
have been laid off from their work or experiencing decreased income and 
are unable to continue their donations at this time. Donations/offering 
envelopes may be mailed to:  OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn Street, Harring-
ton Park, NJ 07640.     Thank you for your generosity. 

 

Clothing Bins: Please donate clothes, small appliances, shoes,  linens, 
sheets, towels, stuffed animals, novels, knickknacks, toys, and children’s books. 
Please place your donations INSIDE the bins (sometimes you have to push it in). 
Do not leave items outside. 
 

KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 
 1. St.Josephine was baptized on January 9, 1890. 
 2. Our Lady of Lourdes. 
 3. February 2, 2021 marks the 25th anniversary of World Day of  
     Prayer for Consecrated Life. 
 4. St. Pope John Paul II instituted both World day of Prayer for  
     Consecrated Life and World Day of the Sick. 
 

To reach sa sfac on in all things, desire nothing. 
-St John of the Cross 

  - 3       Wednesdays are dedicated to Saint Joseph.          
  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               SOUPer BOWL  
Canned Food Collection 

THIS WEEKEND and NEXT. Benefits St. Cecilia Food Pantry. Please 
bring your donations of  non-perishable canned foods to the Church or 
leave at the rectory garage. Thank you.  
 

 NEED BAPTISM, FIRST COMMUNION OR  CONFIRMATION 
If you want to become a Roman Catholic or complete your Initiation      
into the Church, the RCIA is for you!  For more information, phone the 
rectory. Adult Catholics who have not yet celebrated Confirmation 
should also contact the rectory for preparation class information. 

 

CONVALIDATION 
Best way to start your married life is with God. In Sacramental Mar-
riage God’s own divine life can be experienced and lived. Were you 
married only civilly by a mayor or justice of the peace and would now 
like to be married in the Catholic Church? Call Fr. Wojciech for details.      

REQUIREMENTS for GODPARENTS 
Godparents play a very important role in your child's spiritual life as 
role models of the faith. They should support not only the child, but the 
parents as well. Additionally, in their role as godparent, they represent 
the larger Church community and this is a tremendous responsibility. 
The Church has provided guidelines to help parents choose the best 
possible godparents for their children. In recognizing the importance of 
the godparent and their duties:  
Godparent/Sponsor must be at least 16 years old. 
Godparent/Sponsor must be in good standing with the Catholic 
Church. Must be a practicing Catholic (attend Sunday Mass weekly). 
Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Communion, and      
Confirmation. If married, must be married in the Catholic Church.  
If single, not living with significant other, nor married civilly only. 
Godparent/Sponsor cannot be the candidate’s parent. Each child 
only requires one Godparent. If you wish to have 2 Godparents 
there must be one female and one male.  (Canon Law 872-874)   
 

Jesus asked one thing from us!!! 
On His last night of earth (Holy Thursday) Jesus asked His disciples one 
thing – to stay awake with Him for one hour.  OLV has Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament every Tuesday and Thursday - 8:30AM to 11:50AM. 
 

                                      CONFESSION/RECONCILIATION 
Our Lord told St. Margaret Mary Alacoque that individuals should      
go to confession at a minimum once a month. This sacrament is 
offered every weekday at 7:30AM, as well as First Friday at 6PM,     
and Saturdays from 11AM to Noon and 3-3:40PM. A Priest is also 
available to hear Confessions daily by  appointment.   

 

Array of Hope - Awakening Hearts:  Check out all that   
we have been up to on social media and make sure to follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter to stay up to date! Listen to our NEW 
podcast episode Behold Your Mother featuring Carrie Gress. Our  
virtual events have proven to be a blessing during this time when     
we are far apart. - Tune in to our Instagram Live Monday thru Friday 
@ 3pm for a LIVE daily Divine Mercy Chaplet ! 
 

Contribution Statements 
2020 Contribution Statements are available. Please email Maria  at 
olvrectory.hp@gmail.com to request your statement. 

What if  you are   CALLED!   ??? 
For information, call the Vocations office 973-497-4365 and ask for Fr. 
Gino, Director, who is always ready to listen - even anonymous inquir-
ies or see or call Fr. Wojciech at our parish 201-768-1706, ext. 11. 



         Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and 
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their 
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for 
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 

                                                       Pray for Our Sick 
Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the sick of the   
Parish may be restored to health and all those who assist and care for the 
sick will be given the strength to continue God’s Will: baby Cordelia, baby 
Emmet Fischer, baby James Amicucci, baby Jonathan, baby Joseph     
William Ragu, Richard Bolton, Robert Brawley, Dominic Carini, Sal Cenico-
la, Helen Choma, Kevin Columbo, Paul Corbett, Marie D’Ascenzo, Cathy 
Daleo, Maryann Dean, Lorraine Degerdon, Roseann Dennehy, Vincent 
DePaola, Marge Devitt, Mike Donohue, Carl Falasca, Jay Filippone, Marie 
Filippone, Christine Fitzgerald, Christine Flatt, Mary Foley, Leslie Handler, 
Amy Hartwell, Peter Kellar, Mary Lowe, James McGarry, Robert Milli,  
Gianna Moscatello, Natalie Niebergall, Adelaide Packingham, John Pal, 
Tom Paskewich, Joan and Buddy Phalon, Marie Piazza, Canice Prince, 
Debra Rendon, Bruce Michael Ricciardi, Louise Ricciardi, Vincent Ricciardi, 
Veronica Romanchuk, Beth Sacco, Janet Sylvia, Aileen Vassar, Maria 
Williams, Brian, Carla, Chris, Christina, Dierdre, Edward, Elba, Jennifer, Joann,  
Karen, Lauren, Lisa, Lou, Lucas, Lynn, Michael, Patrick, Paul, Peter, Robert, Sean, 
Sharon, Tina W., Tom. 
 

  Spiritual Communioncomposed by Cardinal Rafael Merry del Val 
As I cannot this day enjoy the happiness of assisting at the holy Mysteries, 
O my God! I transport myself in spirit at the foot of Thine altar; I unite with 
the Church, which by the hands of the priest, offers Thee Thine adorable 
Son in the Holy Sacrifice; I offer myself with Him, by Him, and in His 
Name. I adore, I praise, and thank Thee, imploring Thy mercy, invoking 
Thine assistance, and presenting Thee the homage I owe Thee as my 
Creator, the love due to Thee as my Savior.  
 

Apply to my soul, I beseech Thee, O merciful Jesus, Thine infinite merits; 
apply them also to those for whom I particularly wish to pray. I desire to 
communicate spiritually, that Thy Blood may purify, Thy Flesh strengthen, 
and Thy Spirit sanctify me. May I never forget that Thou, my divine       
Redeemer, hast died for me; may I die to all that is not Thee, that hereafter 
I may live eternally with Thee. Amen. 
 

 

                        SICK OR “HOMEBOUND” 
If you are sick or “homebound” (or know someone who is), and would like 
to have Communion, please contact the Rectory at 201-768-1706.  

 - 4 -    Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                        Sexagesima 

Pray for Those in the Military 

US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Specialist Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Private First Class Sean Keohane 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Lieutenant Gigi McElroy 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Captain John G. Miele 
US Air Force 
Chief Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 
 

US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Sergeant Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Lance Corporal Thomas Iafrate 
Corporal Joseph Levine 
2nd Lieutenant J.P. Maher 
US Navy 
Lt. Commander Julia Cheringal 
Ensign Jon Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 

 Mary, UNDOER (or UNTIER) of Knots   

Do you have knots in your life that seem impossible to untie? Turn to 
Mary, Undoer of Knots! The devotion to Mary, Undoer (or Untier) of 
Knots is about 300 years old, but became more widely known as Pope 
Francis spoke about and promoted it throughout his papacy, and while 
he was Archbishop of  Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Pope Francis said: Through Mary, “All the knots of our heart, every 
knot of our conscience can be undone.” Unlike many other Marian 
devotions, the devotion to Mary, Undoer of Knots did not come about 
through an apparition, but through her intercession! 
The story: German Nobleman Wolfgang Langenmantel and his wife, 
Sophie, had marital problems and were on the brink of a divorce.  Wolf-
gang was very distraught, and went to Jesuit priest Fr. Jakob Rem for 
counseling. The two prayed together to the Blessed Virgin Mary for 
Wolfgang’s marriage each time they met. While meeting for the last time 
on September 28th, 1615, Wolfgang provided Fr. Rem with his wedding    
ribbon, which was used during his wedding ceremony to tie the couple 
together as a symbol of unity. Fr. Rem then took the ribbon, lifted it up 
next to an image of Our Lady of the Snows, and asked Mary if she 
would “untie the knots” of Wolfgang’s marriage. The ribbon then loos-
ened, completely untied, and became extremely white. Even though 
precise details were not given, Wolfgang and Sophie reconciled after 
this happened. 
   This is the primary story behind the painting, but referring to Mary as 
an untier of knots goes back to St. Irenaeus, in the second century.  St. 
Irenaeus said, “The knot of Eve’s disobedience was untied by the obedi-
ence of Mary; what the virgin Eve bound by her unbelief, the Virgin Mary 
loosened by her faith.” 
The Image: Wolfgang and Sophie’s grandson, Fr. Hieronymus Langen-
mantel, became a priest and asked for a painting to be done in memory 
of the story. In the painting, Mary unties the knots of marriage. One 
angel gives her the knotted ribbon, while the other holds the unknotted 
side and presents it to us. Mary also crushes Satan’s head, representing 
her Immaculate Conception. The dove above her head symbolizes her 
spouse, the Holy Spirit.  At the bottom of the image, St. Raphael          
the Archangel accompanies Wolfgang walking towards a monastery. 
Johann Melchior Georg Schmittdner painted the Mary, Undoer of Knots 
image around the year 1700. It is on display at St. Peter am Perlach-
Church in Augsburg, Bavaria in Germany. 

 

“The endurance of darkness is the prepara on for great light.”         
-  St John of the Cross 



 - 5 -                         February is dedicated to the Passion. 

 What a life… Saint Josephine Margaret Bakhita was born 
around 1869 in a village in the Darfur region of Sudan. She was a member of the 
Daju people and her uncle was a tribal chief. Due to her family lineage, she grew 
up happy and relatively prosperous, saying that as a child, she did not know 
suffering. 
   In February 1877, Josephine was kidnapped by Arab slave traders. Although 
she was just a child, she was forced to walk barefoot over 600 miles to a slave 
market. She was bought and sold at least twice during the grueling journey. For 
the next 12 years she would be bought, sold and given away over a dozen times. 
She spent so much time in captivity that she forgot her original name. 
   Her first owner, a wealthy Arab, gave her to his daughters as a maid. The    
assignment was easy until she offended her owner's son, possibly for breaking     
a vase.  As punishment, she was beaten so severely she was incapacitated for    
a month. After that, she was sold. Another owner, a Turkish general gave her to 
his wife and mother-in-law who beat her daily. As soon as one wound would heal, 
they would inflict another. She told about how the general's wife ordered her to be 
scarred. As her mistress watched, ready with a whip, another woman drew pat-
terns on her skin with flour, then cut into her flesh with a blade. She rubbed the 
wounds with salt to make the scars permanent. She would suffer a total of 114 
scars from this abuse. 
   In 1883, the Turkish general sold her to the Italian Vice Consul, Callisto Legani, 
a much kinder master, who did not beat her. When it was time for him to return to 
Italy, she begged to be taken with him, and he agreed. After a long and danger-
ous journey across Sudan, the Red Sea, and the Mediterranean, they arrived in 
Italy. She was given away to another family and served them as a nanny. This 
family also had dealings in Sudan and when her mistress decided to travel to 
Sudan, she placed Josephine in the custody of the Canossian Sisters in Venice. 
While with the sisters, she came to learn about God. According to Josephine, she 
had always known about God, who created all things, but she did not know who 
He was. The sisters answered her questions. She was deeply moved by her time 
with the sisters and discerned a call to follow Christ. When her mistress returned 
from Sudan, Josephine refused to leave. Her mistress spent three days trying to 
persuade her to leave the sisters, but Josephine remained steadfast. This caused 
the superior of the institute for baptismal candidates among the sisters to       
complain to Italian authorities on Josephine's behalf. The case went to court, and 
the court found that slavery had been outlawed in Sudan before Josephine was 
born, so she could not be lawfully made slave. She was declared free. 
   For the first time in her life, Josephine was free. She chose to remain with the 
Canossian Sisters. She was baptized on January 9, 1890 and took the name 
Josephine Margaret and Fortunata, the Latin translation for her Arabic name, 
Bakhita). She also received the sacraments of her first holy communion and  
confirmation on the same day. The Archbishop who gave her the sacraments 
was Giusseppe Sarto, Cardinal Patriarch of Venice, who would later become 
Pope Pius X. 
   Josephine became a novice with the Canossian Daughters of Charity religious 
order on December 7, 1893, and took her final vows on December 8, 1896. She 
was eventually assigned to a convent in Schio, Vicenza. For the next 42 years    
of her life, she worked as a cook and a doorkeeper at the convent. She also  
traveled and visited other convents telling her story to other sisters and preparing 
them for work in Africa. 
   Josephine was gentle and charismatic, known for her gentle voice and smile. 
She was often referred to lovingly as the "little brown sister" or honorably as the 
"black mother." When speaking of her enslavement, she often professed she 
would thank her kidnappers. For had she not been kidnapped, she might never 
have come to know Jesus Christ and entered His Church. 
   During World War II, the people of the village of Schio regarded her as their 
protector. And although bombs fell on their village, not one citizen died. 
   In her later years, she began to suffer physical pain and was forced to use a 
wheelchair. But she always remained cheerful. If anyone asked her how she was, 
she would reply, "As the master desires."  On the evening of February 8, 1947, 
Josephine spoke her last words, "Our Lady, Our Lady!" She then died. Her body 
lay on display for  three days afterwards. 

The WOODEN BOWL 
    A frail old man went to live with his son, daughter-in-law, and four-
year-old grandson. The old man’s hands trembled, his eyesight      
was blurred, and his step faltered. The family ate together at the 
table.  But the elderly grandfather’s shaky hands and failing sight 
made eating difficult. Peas rolled off his spoon onto the floor. When 
he grasped the glass, milk spilled on the tablecloth. 
     The son and daughter-in-law became irritated with the mess. “We 
must do something about father,” said the son. “I’ve had enough of 
his spilled milk, noisy eating, and food on the floor.”  So the husband 
and wife set a small table in the corner. There, Grandfather ate alone 
while the rest of the family enjoyed dinner. Since Grandfather had 
broken a dish or two, his food was served in a wooden bowl! When 
the family glanced in Grandfather’s direction, sometimes he had a 
tear in his eye as he sat alone. Still, the only words the couple had for 
him were sharp admonitions when he dropped a fork or spilled food. 
The four-year-old watched it all in silence. 
     One evening before supper, the father noticed his son playing with 
wood scraps on the floor. He asked the child sweetly, “What are you 
making?” Just as sweetly, the boy responded, “Oh, I am making a 
little bowl for you and Mama to eat your food in when I grow up.” The 
four-year-old smiled and went back to work. 
     The words so struck the parents so that they were speechless. 
Then tears started to stream down their cheeks. Though no word was 
spoken, both knew what must be done.  That evening the husband 
took Grandfather’s hand and gently led him back to the family table. 
For the remainder of his day, he ate every meal with the family. And 
for some reason, neither husband nor wife seemed to care any long-
er when a fork was dropped, milk spilled, or the tablecloth soiled. 
 

GRATITUDE         I am thankful for: 
-the mess to clean after a party because it means I have been sur-

rounded by friends . 
-the boss who annoys me because it means I have a job and some money . 
-the clothes that fit a little too snugly because it means I have more 

than enough to eat. 
-my shadow who watches me work because it means I am out in the sun-

shine . 
-a lawn that my parents want me to mow, the garbage that needs to 

be taken out and my room that needs cleaning because it means I 
have a home. 

-all the complaining I hear about our government because it means 
we have freedom of speech. 

-the class on the opposite side of the school because it means I am 
capable of walking . 

-the person behind me in church who sings off-key because it means 
I can hear . 

-the teacher who bugs me because it means I have the privilege of 
going to school and learning. 

-weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day because it 
means I have been productive. 

-the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours because it means  
that I am alive. 

 

 KIDZ KORNER 
                             Look for answers in the bulletin. 
1. When was Saint Josephine baptized (story this page). 
2. World Day of the Sick is commemorated the same day as  
     the memorial of Our Lady of  … ?  
3. Which anniversary of World Day of Consecrated Life is this year? 
4. Which Pope instituted World Day of the Sick and World Day of  
    Prayer for Consecrated Life?  Answers on page 3. 


