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THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: 
Mon.-Sat.: 7:30-7:50am.  Saturday: 11:00-11:50am; 3:00-3:45pm 
  
 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism, call the recto-
ry. 
  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
  
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Sick calls at any time in emergency.  
  
 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious 
Life should contact the Vocations Office at 973.497.4365. 

Sunday, October 24, 2021 A.D. 
In the Year of Saint Joseph WELCOME 

To the Parish Family of 
OUR LADY OF VICTORIES 

 

(THE LITTLE CHURCH WITH THE BIG HEART)   
  

Parish Office  201-768-1706 
  
  

COME WORSHIP WITH US 
  

Rev. Wojciech B. Jaskowiak 
Pastor   

  

Rev. Edmond P. Ilg 
Parochial Vicar 

 

Mr. Thomas Lagatol   Mr. Albert McLaughlin                                                                         
Deacons  

   

Maria Hellrigel - Parish Secretary      
                                       201-768-1706    

  
Religious Education (CCD) 

                    Susan Evanella           Denise Coulter (LSEC) 
 

                                       201-768-1400 
 
 

  Sr. Elizabeth Holler, SC                Sr. Mary Corrigan, SC 
                                In Residence-Convent 
  

         Selena Piazza               Elizabeth Gulfo             
        Lesa Rossmann           Martin Coyne II            
       Ministers of Music          Parish Trustees     
                                                                               

    Jorden Pedersen Esq.                     Jon Fischer CFA 
President Parish Council          Chairman Finance Committee 
 
 
 
Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Anthony: Tuesday 
St. Joseph:  Wednesday 
St. Jude:  Thursday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
St. Peregrine: First Friday of the Month 

Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & after 12:00Noon Mass 
 

Go; your faith  
has saved you.  

Mark 10:52 
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Fr. Wojciech’s Corner 
  To our Knights of Columbus for inviting Fr. Ed and me to their 
priests appreciation dinner, Thank you!    
   To all who donated coats, jackets, sweaters, sweatshirts, Thank 
you! 
   To all who participated in this pro-life month in recitation of the 
Most Holy Rosary outdoors with us, asking Our Lady to help defend 
life and put a stop to abortion, Thank you! 
  This is the last week of October. I hope that we took advantage of 
reciting the Rosary - such a great spiritual weapon. How powerful 
prayer is, we see this Sunday as we hear the shout of the blind man 
“Jesus, Son of David have mercy on me!” (Mk 10:47). As the psalm 
beautifully puts it “Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses, 
but our pride is in the name of the LORD our God. They will      
collapse and fall, but we shall rise and stand upright.” (Ps 20:7-8). 
May we also hear the Lord’s words: “Go … your faith has saved 
you” (Mk 10:52)– and thus be healed. May we never get discour-
aged into not praying. Prayer makes miracles. 
 
Did you know?  
Why is St. Raymond called Nonnatus 
The saint of August 31 is St. Raymond Nonnatus. He is the patron 
of expectant mothers, midwives, obstetricians, infertile couples, 
and newborn babies. Raymond was born at Portella, Catalonia, 
Spain in 1204, the son of wealthy parents. He was delivered by 
cesarean section when his mother died in childbirth. Hence his 
name non natus (not born). 
 
Offering God our true wealth 

We see some people who disdain very great riches in this world - 
and not only large sums of gold and silver but also magnificent proper-
ties - being disturbed over a penknife, a stylus, a needle, or a pen... 
And when they have given away all their wealth for the sake of Christ's 
love, but still retain the heart's old affection for the littlest things and 
are always quickly irritated because of them, they become in every 
respect fruitless and barren, like those who do not have the love of 
which the Apostle speaks. Foreseeing this in the Spirit, the blessed 
Apostle said: "If I gave all my goods to feed the poor and handed my 
body over to be burned, but I did not have love, it would profit me noth-
ing." (1 Cor 13:3) Hence it is clearly proved that perfection is not immedi-
ately arrived at by being stripped and deprived of all one's wealth or by 
giving up one's  honors, unless there is that love whose elements the 
Apostle     describes, which consists in purity of heart alone.  

For what else does it mean not to be envious, not to be boastful, not 
to be angry, not to do evil, not to seek the things that are one's own, 
not to rejoice over iniquity, not to think evil and all the rest,    (1 Cor 13:4
-5)  if not always to offer God a perfect and utterly clean heart and to 
keep it unsullied by any passion? For the sake of this, then, everything 
is to be done and desired.  
  -Saint John Cassian (around 360-435) founder of monasteries Conferences, I, 6
-7, (©Ancient Christian Writers)     

 

CCD Office Hours 
Monday - Wednesday - Friday      10AM-2PM 

                  every Sunday  Family Mass  every Sunday  
10:45AM  at OLV Gym 

 

COAT DRIVE -  OCT 16/17 & 23/24 
 

Please bring your gently used coats, jackets, sweaters, sweatshirts for 
St. John’s in Newark. Larger sizes are especially needed.  Sponsored 
by OLV Social Concerns Committee. 

   QUESTION??? 
          Is the idea of Purgatory a Catholic invention?   
     Purgatory is one of the most vehement arguments used against the 
Church by fundamentalists. The argument is rooted in the fact that the word 
Purgatory is never mentioned in the Bible, although exactly what that proves is 
not clear because you will never find the word “Trinity” mentioned in scripture, 
but the Trinity is a fundamental Christian doctrine, as is the Incarnation,      
another word unknown in Scripture.   
     We, as Catholics, believe in Heaven and Hell and an intermediate place of 
atonement and purification called Purgatory. God forgives, but does not forget. 
What God knows, He knows for eternity. God forgives our sins through our 
repentance, but at the same time He demands reparation for these offenses. 
Revelation (21:27) tells us nothing unclean shall enter Heaven. Jesus revels 
that only the pure of heart shall see God (Matthew 5:8). Yet, few of us die     
perfect, and perfection is necessary to be in the presence of All-Perfection.   
     Most of us die with some attachment to sin. These small defects will not 
cause us to be damned for eternity in Hell, but these defects nonetheless, 
must be removed. The place where this removal of defects and imperfections 
occurs, we as Catholics call Purgatory. In 2Maccabees 12:46 we read that a 
collection taken up by Judas Maccabees to obtain prayers for the dead was “a 
holy and pious thought”, and that through it, “he made atonement for the dead 
that they might be delivered from their sins.”  This shows that the Jewish 
thought in the last one to two centuries before the Christian era had this notion 
of an intermediate place for the dead and proves that while Catholics may 
have coined the word Purgatory, they did not invent the idea. 
  

          ALL SOULS INTENTIONS Envelopes 

All Souls Day is one week away. In preparation for All Souls Day, the enve-
lopes will be available at the Church entrances.  Please return your All Souls 
Intention envelopes as soon as possible in order that we may place the inten-
tions on the altar on ALL SOULS DAY and for the entire month of November, 
which is dedicated to the POOR SOULS IN PURGATORY. Please PRINT the 
names LEGIBLY because the names will be read before each Mass in      
November. We don’t want to “butcher” the names of your loved ones.  
 

             

                                     Help THE SOULS in PURGATORY?? 
It is very possible that some of our own nearest and dearest ones are still 
suffering the excruciating pains of Purgatory and are calling to us for help and 
relief. There is no hunger, no thirst, no poverty, no need, no pain, no suffering 
to compare with what the souls in Purgatory endure. How YOU can help these 
souls:  1. Have Masses offered for them. 2. Make the Stations of the 
Cross.  3. Recite the Rosary. 4. Offer up all your pain and sufferings for 
the relief of Souls. 
   

The Catechism Lectures at OLV 7-9PM 
with Fr. John A. Perricone  

November 3 & 17, December 1 & 15 
 

*** 

  Are you an ADULT without  
Confirmation, Communion or Baptism? 

If you want to become a Roman Catholic or complete your Initiation into the 
Church, the RCIA is for you!  For information, phone the rectory. Adult Catho-
lics who have not yet celebrated Confirmation or Holy Communion 
should also contact the rectory for preparation class/information. 
 

  CONVALIDATION 
Best way to start your married life is with God. In Sacramental Marriage God’s 
own divine life can be experienced and lived. Were you married only civilly by 
a mayor or justice of the peace and would now like to be married in the Catho-
lic Church?  Contact Fr. Wojciech for details.    



 
 

Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and 
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their   
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for 
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
                                                                                                                                                                                             Pray for Our Sick 
Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the sick of the Parish may 
be restored to health and all those who assist and care for the sick will be given 
the strength to continue God’s Will: baby Cordelia, baby Emmet Fischer, baby 
James Amicucci, baby Jonathan, baby Joseph, little boy Antonio, Michael    
Baruch, Phyllis Bloomer, Richard Bolton, Robert Brawley, Paul Brennan, Domi-
nic Carini, Sal Cenicola, Kevin Columbo, Paul Corbett, Marie D’Ascenzo, Maryann 
Dean, Lorraine Degerdon, Roseann Dennehy, Vincent DePaola, Marge Devitt, 
Carl Falasca, Michael Fallon, Dan Filippone, Jeremy Fillis, Christine Flatt, Mary 
Foley, Jason Harris, Amy Hartwell, Peter Kellar, Pat Kissane, Mary Lowe, 
James McGarry, Theresa Mendola, Michael McMahon, Robert Milli, Gianna 
Moscatello, Rose Marie Myers, Natalie Niebergall, John Pal, Tom Paskewich, 
Joan Phalon, Canice Prince, William Ragu, Debra Rendon, Louise Ricciardi, 
Vincent Ricciardi, Veronica Romanchuk, Beth Sacco, Samantha Sconzo, Peggy 
Shedden, Charles Touw, Aileen Vassar, Hope White, Maria Williams, Mary 
Younghans, Brian, Carla, Chris, Christina, Dierdre, Edward, Elba, Jennifer, 
Joann, Karen, Lauren, Lisa, Lou, Lucas, Lynn, Margaret, Michelle, Patrick, Paul, 
Peter,  Robert, Samantha, Sean, Sharon, Tina W., Tom, Tara M., Mary D.  

 

Spiritual Communion composed by Cardinal Rafael Merry del Val 
As I cannot this day enjoy the happiness of assisting at the holy Mysteries, 
O my God! I transport myself in spirit at the foot of Thine altar; I unite with 
the Church, which by the hands of the priest, offers Thee Thine adorable 
Son in the Holy Sacrifice; I offer myself with Him, by Him, and in His Name.  
I adore, I praise, and thank Thee, imploring Thy mercy, invoking Thine  
assistance, and presenting Thee the homage I owe Thee as my Creator, the 
love due to Thee as my Savior.  
 

Apply to my soul, I beseech Thee, O merciful Jesus, Thine infinite merits; 
apply them also to those for whom I particularly wish to pray. I desire to 
communicate spiritually, that Thy Blood may purify, Thy Flesh strengthen, 
and Thy Spirit sanctify me. May I never forget that Thou, my divine         
Redeemer, hast died for me; may I die to all that is not Thee, that hereafter  
I may live eternally with Thee. Amen. 
 

FRIDAYS outside Lent  
The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of Penance. 
Each individual should abstain from meat or may substitute some other    
practice of voluntary self-denial as penance.    
 

 

  CONFESSION/RECONCILATION 
This sacrament is offered every weekday at 7:30AM-7:50AM, Saturdays 
from 11:00AM-11:50AM and 3:00PM-3:40PM, First Friday at 6PM.  A Priest 
is also available to hear Confessions daily by appointment.   The confes-
sion of evil works is the first beginning of good works. -St. Augustine  

Pray for Those in the Military 
  Mass Intentions 

Monday, October 25 - St. Gaudentius of Brescia, Italy-Bishop   
8:00 Maria Mattessich                                            R/b the Izzo Family  
12:00 Anna Lucia Arias                                                R/b Maria Arias 
Tuesday, October 26–St. Demetrius of Dalmatia-Martyr 
8:00 Arthur Maurello                            R/b Ken and Kathy Berlinghieri 
12:00 Burke, Walsh and Melbourne Families  R/b Bill and Peg Walsh 
Wednesday, October 27-Bl. Emilina of France-Lay Cistercian Sister  
8:00  Charles Perry                                                            R/b Jim Gill 
12:00 Elaine Lamendola                                            R/b Jinnie Moran 
Thursday, October 28 – Saints Simon and Jude - Apostles   
8:00 Margaret Schwartz                                  R/b Maureen McMahon 
12:00 Frances D. Semler                                   R/b Terry Lichtenstein 
Friday, October 29–St. Narcissus – Bishop of Jerusalem 
8:00 Barbara and Cosmo DiFiore        R/b Ken and Kathy Berlinghieri 
12:00 Brennon Family                                                     R/b Chris Gill 
Saturday, October 30–St. Marcellus the Centurion, Martyr-Spain  
8:00  Iva Pasalic                              R/b Michael and Barbara Fizulich 
12:00 Harry Burke                                                    R/b Joan Crowley 
4:00 Dominic Izzo                                                  R/b the Izzo Family 
5:00 Ruth Ryan                                       R/b Kathy and Mary McPolin  
Sunday, October 31 – St. Wolfgang, Bishop of Ratisbon  
7:00 Janice McGurn                                                R/b Judy Pommett 
8:00  Andrea and Rosalia DiGiuseppe        R/b the DeJoseph Family 
9:30  Mary Warner                                               R/b the Dunn Family 
10:45 Angelina Carillo                                             R/b the Liik Family 
10:45 Gym   Shirley James                                 R/b Jeanne Marie Walsh 
12:00 Joseph Fernandez                                        R/b the Liik Family 
1:00   People of the Parish 
6:00  Edward Manke                                     R/b the deQuintal Family 
                                                                                                  Sanctuary Memorials (this week) 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns for the repose of the soul of Jim Muggeo, 
   r/b Mary Muggeo. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp burns for the repose of the  
   soul of Iva Pasalic, r/b Michael and Barbara Fizulich. 
The Saint Joseph Votive Lamp burns for the repose of the soul of 
    Jim Muggeo, r/b Mary Muggeo. 
The Flowers for the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph have been  
     donated in honor of all mothers who are carrying the gift of a child  
     in the womb. 
     
                     Flower & Sanctuary Offerings 
If you would like to donate flowers for the Altar, Bl. Virgin Mary and St. 
Joseph, call the rectory. Flowers, Bread and Wine, the Bl. Virgin Mary 
and St. Joseph Votive Lamps and Sanctuary Lamp in the Church can be 
dedicated on a weekly basis. 
 

            My Parish—COVID-19—My Responsibility 
Thank you to those who so generously continue to support our parish by 
mailing in your donations. At the same time, we understand that some 
have been laid off from their work or are experiencing decreased income 
and are unable to continue their donations at this time. Donations / offer-
ing envelopes may be mailed to OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn Street, Harring-
ton Park, NJ 07640.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
Clothing Bins Please help Catholic Charities in its mission by donat-
ing clothes, small appliances, shoes, linens, sheets, towels, stuffed ani-
mals, novels, knickknacks, toys, and children’s books. Please place your 
donations INSIDE the bins (you may have to push it in). Do not leave 
items outside.  
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US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Specialist Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Private First Class Sean Keohane 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Lieutenant Gigi McElroy 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Captain John G. Miele 
1st Lieutenant Joseph W. Niece 
US Air Force 
Chief  Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 

  

US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Sergeant Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Lance Corporal Thomas Iafrate 
Captain Stephen Ikalowych 
2nd Lieutenant J.P. Maher 
US Navy 
Lt. Commander Julia Cheringal 
Ensign Jon Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 
Airman Cody Massa 
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     REQUIREMENTS for GODPARENTS 
Godparents play a very important role in your child's spiritual life as      
role models of the faith. They should support not only the child, but        
the parents as well. Additionally, in their role as godparent, they represent 
the larger Church community and this is a tremendous responsibility. The 
Church has provided guidelines to help parents choose the best possible        
godparents for their children in recognizing the importance of the       
godparent and their duties:  
Godparent/Sponsor must be at least 16 years old. 
Godparent/Sponsor must be in good standing with the Catholic 
Church. Must be a practicing Catholic (Attend Sunday Mass weekly). 
Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Communion, and   Con-
firmation. If married, must be married in the Catholic Church.  
If single, not living with significant other, nor married civilly only. 
Godparent/Sponsor cannot be the candidate’s parent. Each child 
only requires one Godparent. If you wish to have two Godpar-
ents, there must be one female and one male.  (Canon Law 872-874) 
  

                                                             Respect Life   
Any woman who is pregnant and in need of          
assistance? should never feel that abortion 
is her only option.  
 

    Personal and confidential assistance is available at the following: 
         Archdiocesan Respect Life Office: 973-497-4350  
         Gateway Pregnancy Center: Phone: 908-353-0604  
         Catholic Community Services: 201-246-7379              
         Birthright: 800-550-4900  Lifecall: 800-662-2678 
                                  

RELEVANT RADIO 1430AM 
In Patrick Madrid’s October 15th podcast he shares his true story of a time 
his guardian angel helped him smuggle books into a foreign country. In the 
1990’s Patrick was scheduled to lecture at a church in Australia. He 
shipped 10 boxes of books to have available for sale. Upon arrival the 
customs agent told him he could not bring the books into the country     
without the proper forms and approval. Listen to what happens when   
Patrick prays to his guardian angel for assistance. 
 

Array of Hope 
Season 2 A Reason for Hope podcast is here! We are back with a full 
season of exciting interviews and personal stories of hope from a whole 
host of special guests. This week we chat with Curtis Martin, the founder of 
FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students). You are probably 
well aware of the wonderful work FOCUS is doing, but our episode with 
Curtis dives a little deeper into his story. Curtis also spends time lending 
his expertise on how we share the Gospel in these challenging times. So 
buckle up; a new episode is coming every other week! 

OLV Needlers  
If you’d like to learn to knit or crochet, everyone is welcome. We meet 
Wednesdays in the lower church at 6:00PM.   
  

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Meets at OLV the second Wednesday of every month (October-April) at 
7PM in the lower church. For info contact Marie 201-741-0499. 
 

P/T Maintenance Position at St. Joseph School in Oradell: year-round 
position, 5 days per week/4 hours per day. Cleaning and routine school 
maintenance tasks. Black Seal license is a plus! Call Principal, Dr. Paula 
Valenti for an appointment: 201-261-2388, x40. sjsusa.org. 

...a mom, grandmother, former postmaster  
becomes a cloistered nun 
   From the post office to the cloister: Sister Lilia Maria is a grandmother, 
wife and widow. At a certain point in her life, she decided to take a new 
path and entrust herself entirely to God. Thus she arrived, after a long and 
thoughtful reflection, at a place where she would never have thought of 
living the rest of her life: a convent.   
   Lilia Maria Caterina Battaglierin was born in April of 1932. For the first 
61 years of her life, she lived an ordinary life in the world. She became a 
mother, and for 40 years she was the postmaster at a post office in     
Mirano, Italy (near Venice). After retirement, as a widow, she took the leap 
to follow God’s call to religious life. On May 23, 1993, Lilia Maria Caterina 
Battaglierin became Sister Lilia Maria, a cloistered Salesian nun at the 
monastery of the Visitation in Padua (Visitandine nuns), reports Il  Gazzettino. 
  Lilia Maria Caterina Battaglierin celebrated her 25th anniversary as a 
cloistered nun on July 17. Her surviving family, consisting of her daughter 
and son-in-law and two grandchildren, speaks to her almost always from a 
distance; they are only allowed to visit her once a month, per the rules of 
the monastery, reports TgPadova. 
   The order of the Visitation was born in 1610 thanks to St. Francis de 
Sales and St. Jeanne Frances de Chantal. Members of the order are also 
known as the Salesian Sisters or, more commonly, as the Visitandines or 
Visitation Sisters. Initially, the plan was for them to leave the monastery for 
a few hours each day to go and assist the sick and the poor. Later the 
community adopted a cloistered rule of life, but one that welcomed the 
elderly, women with poor health, and widows as members, which was not 
the norm at the time. 
   The diocesan newspaper of Padua explains that the nuns don’t read 
newspapers or watch television except for the Pope’s Sunday Angelus. 
However, they are not totally cut off from the world: they receive hundreds 
of letters and prayer requests of many faithful, for whom they pray at    
various times throughout the day.  - aleteia.org 
 
Calling all Senior Citizens: You're invited to Immaculate Heart Acade-
my's Annual Senior Citizen Thanksgiving dinner on Tuesday, November 
23, 4:30-6:30PM in the IHA cafeteria. Free Thanskgiving dinner, raffle and 
entertainment. Tables will be limited to 4 adults per table. Please RSVP 
201-445-6800 from 8AM-4PM daily. Please do not leave a voicemail. 
Registration is limited to the first 100 guests. Masks are mandatory when 
not eating.  
 

Harrington Park Farmers Market 
Sundays 10AM-2PM  -  Highland Field 

 
A Little Humor… 
The Sunday School Teacher asked, “Now, Johnny, tell me frankly, do you 
say prayers before eating?”   “No sir,” little Johnny replies, “I don’t have to 
– my Mom is a good cook!”  
 

  
KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 

1. Methuselah, 969 years.    2. Simeon and Anna.     3. Tithe.   
         4. The love of money.             5. No, Moses did not.  
 
 
“When you say your Rosary, the angels rejoice, the Blessed Trinity    
delights in it, my Son finds joy in it too, and I myself am happier than 
you can possibly guess. After the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, there is 
nothing in the Church that I love as much as the Rosary.”  
                      Our Lady to Blessed Alan de la Roche    
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Wszystko Co Najważniejsze     
   St. John Paul II accurately predicted the problems facing the world today, 
his longtime personal secretary said Friday, the anniversary of the Polish 
pope’s election. In an essay marking the election on Oct. 16, 1978, Cardinal 
Stanisław Dziwisz said that John Paul II was accused of being out of touch 
with the world following the collapse of communism. 
   “Today, however, 15 years after he left for the House of the Father, we 
can see with what perspicacity he was analyzing the reality, and how     
accurate were his predictions of the problems we are facing today,” 
he wrote in the Polish newspaper Wszystko Co Najważniejsze (All that 
Really Matters). 
   John Paul II served as pope for 26 years until his death in 2005, publish-
ing 14 encyclicals and making pastoral visits to 129 countries. This year, 
the centenary of his birth is being marked by events in Rome and          
Poland. Cardinal Dziwisz, the former archbishop of Kraków, recalled that 
the pope did not share in the euphoria when the Iron Curtain fell and     
commentators spoke of “the end of history.”  
   “The events that followed have proved John Paul II right: - not only had 
he accurately diagnosed the illnesses afflicting the Western world, but he 
was also able to point to remedies,” he said. “In his opinion, the world’s 
future will not be decided on battlefields but, above all, in the bosom of 
families, and it will depend on the quality of relations with our loved ones. 
For this reason, he elevated studies on the phenomenon of the family to the 
rank of an academic science. The theology of the body he developed     
became an in-depth, comprehensive, and tested response to the identity 
crisis we are currently witnessing in the sphere of human sexuality.”  
   The 81-year-old cardinal argued that John Paul II also had a remarkable 
connection with young people. He wrote: “John Paul II was the first world 
leader to identify young people as a separate social group, and addressed 
his message to them on the occasion of cyclical World Youth Days and 
numerous meetings with young people held during his pilgrimages around 
the world.” “In this way he helped to raise an entire generation of young 
people with no fathers and no masters in life; he taught them what matura-
tion essentially is: discovering one’s own identity, vocation, meaning and 
purpose in life.” 
   Dziwisz said that John Paul II responded to the atomization of Western 
society by emphasizing “solidarity as a fundamental rule of collective life.” 
“It seems that the philosophical principle that has governed the order of his 
attitude to the world was personalism, building one’s life primarily on      
personal relationships, first of all with the person of God himself, and then 
with other people,” he wrote. “Such an approach excludes any instrumental-
ization of the person used for mercantilist or political ends. It was from this 
point of view that John Paul II judged various sociological and economic 
systems, analyzing whether they did degrade a human being into a mere 
role of producer or consumer.” 
   In an article in the same publication, Archbishop Stanisław Gądecki, pres-
ident of the Polish bishops’ conference, hailed John Paul II as “a tireless 
defender of the right to life,” describing his 1995 encyclical Evangelium 
vitae” as “a manifesto of the defenders of life.”  The archbishop of Poznań 
also said that John Paul II’s 1999 “Letter to the Elderly” highlighted a 
“dramatic change” in Western civilization. “In the past, the elderly were 
surrounded by deep respect. Today, ‘the idea of euthanasia has lost for 
many people the sense of horror which it naturally awakens in those who 
have a sense of respect for life.’ It is therefore possible to make polite con-
versations about putting ‘useless’ people to death and still consider oneself 
a person of ‘high society,’” he wrote. - Catholic World Report, Vatican City, Oct 16, 2020  
 
 

Live so as not to fear death.  
For those who live well in the world,  

death is not frightening but sweet and precious.  
– St. Rose of Viterbo 

Another Nine Boxes: When ‘Medical Waste’ Is a Mirror on the Soul 
of a Nation  
   Around 1 pm today, I went to pray a Rosary across the street from 
Planned Parenthood in Manhattan. I try to do that daily when I am in 
New York. For a good while, I was praying - and sometimes sidewalk 
counseling - there in the mornings. I watched how on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays, a truck would come with boxes to take away 
“regulated medical waste.” I am usually out there in the afternoons now. 
I see girls going in and leaving - there are morning and afternoon rounds 
of surgical abortions most days, as best I can tell. The afternoon is  
brutal, because you see girls after they’ve had their abortions. Some are 
beside themselves. Some of their boyfriends can’t even bother to open a 
car door for them. That’s all a long way of saying that I did not expect to 
see the truck and the boxes going in to be filled, and coming out to be 
driven away. What’s so shocking - besides the fact of it - is no one 
seems to notice. It’s like it could be another Amazon delivery happening. 
This is death -  murder under euphemisms - before our eyes, and peo-
ple just pass by and don’t notice. Today I saw nine boxes of “medical 
waste.” As I mentioned, the last time I checked, this happens at least 
three times a week. Lord have mercy on us.  
   How many of our young people are walking wounded, never given a 
chance to do anything but be enslaved to a pornified culture of death? 
And not just our young people. Fifty years of the lie that abortion is a 
choice, health care, a good.  
  I went to Mass a block away earlier, and the visiting priest decried 
violence on the streets in Chicago. But we overlook the other violence 
on our streets. Every day, people walk past this clinic, thinking nothing 
of it. Where are our tears? Where is our reparation for this evil? Where 
is our superabundance of love for moms who don’t know they are 
moms, for girls who don’t know what tremendous value their lives, 
hearts, minds, and souls are? We get into frenzies of outrage. Abortion 
is at the root of them all. We sever the relationship between a mother 
and her child. No wonder we are callous in so many other ways. 
   Every one of us living in this country today has a duty to help mothers 
be mothers and expectant fathers to be fathers and to love them enough 
to equip them to be.  We’re living in this country today and let this be just 
another political issue all too often. It’s not just another political issue. 
It’s a human travesty. We can talk about things happening a world away 
- and should! But there’s a genocide happening here. It’s about more 
than a Supreme Court case. New York will still have abortions, just as 
abortions are still happening in Texas, even with the law prohibiting 
them. I doubt the law in New York will ever get it right. So how do we 
help girls and women? 
   Let nine boxes today be a challenge to us all. What more can we do to 
love girls and women and all who pressure them away from abortion?   
              -   excerpt Kathryn Jean Lopez Outside Planned Parenthood in lower  
                    Manhattan on October 15, 2021. (Kathryn Jean Lopez, National Review) 
 

Some links for those who want to do more, support alternatives to    
abortion, or want to seek help for yourself or someone you love. 
                        https://postabortionhelp.org       sistersoflife.org 
 
 
 

       KIDZ KORNER 
1. According to Scripture who lived longer than anyone else in the Bible? 
2. Name the two Jews waiting for Jesus in the Temple 8 days after  
     His birth? 
3. Israelites gave 10% of their income to God. What is this called?” 
4. According to the New Testament, what is the root of evil? 
5. Did Moses ever get to enter the “Promised Land?”   
                                         Answers page 4 
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