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 Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Anthony: Tuesday 
St. Joseph:  Wednesday 
St. Jude:  Thursday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
St. Peregrine: First Friday of the Month 

Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & after 12:00Noon Mass 
  

They have all contributed  
from their surplus wealth, 

but she, from her poverty,  
has contributed all she had, 

her whole livelihood. 
Mark 12:44 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: 
Mon.-Sat.: 7:30-7:50am.  Saturday: 11:00-11:50am; 3:00-3:45pm 
  
  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism, call the recto-
ry. 
  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Sick calls at any time in emergency.  
  
  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious 
Life should contact the Vocations Office at 973.497.4365. 
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Fr. Wojciech’s Corner 
   Last Sunday, in celebration of All Saints some of our 
CCD students dressed up as saints or brought some 
symbols of the saints. It was amazing to see their     
excitement and the way they spoke about their particu-
lar saints. I commend them for doing that.  
   It was great to see so many parishioners who joined 
us to celebrate All Saints and All Souls (even though 
they were not holy days of obligation). We pray this 
month in a special way for All Souls in Purgatory.  
   To remember souls of those who passed in tragic 
situations, this Thursday we will have yet another     
special event that is called Black Poster Project. It is a 
very powerful way to remember and to be aware… you 
do not want to miss this event. You can see details next 
column.  
 
 

CCD Office Hours 
Monday - Wednesday - Friday      10AM-2PM 

                  every Sunday  Family Mass  every Sunday  
10:45AM  at OLV Gym 

 

   

The Catechism Lectures at OLV 7-9PM 
with Fr. John A. Perricone  

November 17, December 1 & 15 
 
 

Heads Up… 
 

THANKSGIVING FOOD  
OLV will be having a month-long canned food/non-perishable 
food drive to help area food banks and help the less fortunate.  
 

     GIVING TREE  
Tags will be available November 27th and MUST be returned              
by December 12th. This year, we are asking for Gift Cards,                
NO PRESENTS, for the Giving Tree.  Please donate Visa or Master-
card gift cards as they can be used anywhere. There will be a box       
in the Church on the Blessed Mother side of the altar where you      
can drop them. There will also be tags for Shop-rite gift cards, which 
we add to each family’s package.  

*** 

  Give Thanks! 
The Churches of Harrington Park Thanksgiving Service 

Tuesday, November 23, at 7:30PM 
Community Church in Harrington Park (1 Spring Street) 

Harrington Park mayor, the Honorable Paul Hoelscher, will bring also 
bring Thanksgiving greetings. Just as the Pilgrims did, let’s join togeth-
er and give thanks to God for the blessings of the past year amidst the 
challenges. 

The Black Poster Project - Silent Memorials 
Thursday, November 11 - 5PM-8PM at OLV 

   The Black Poster Project was created by Dee Gillen after losing 
her son Scott to a heroin/fentanyl overdose. A powerful project with 
hundreds of posters, its purpose is not only to pay tribute to the 
many lives lost to addiction, but to raise awareness and help others 
understand the struggles of addiction through the stories.  
   The Memorial is called the Black Poster Project because it started 
with one black poster and grew from there. It travels through New 
Jersey and New York. You are welcome to spend time walking 
through and among the posters at your leisure, reading the stories. 
This environment is suitable to bring children of any age. Together, 
grieving parents, families, and people in recovery are at all displays 
to answer any questions you may have. 
 

     
 

Plenary Indulgence for Souls in Purgatory this November 
The Vatican announced the renewal of the month-long Holy Souls 
Indulgence opportunity for November. The renewed decree allows 
the faithful the opportunity to offer a plenary indulgence for the souls 
in purgatory. “The Apostolic Penitentiary, having listened to the 
various pleas recently received from various Sacred Pastors of the 
Church, due to the continuing state of the pandemic, confirms and 
extends for the entire month of November 2021 all the spiritual  
benefits already granted on 22 October 2020,” the renewed        
decree states.   
To Obtain a Plenary Indulgence for Souls in Purgatory this 
November: 
1) Pray at a Cemetery: The 2020 decree asks the faithful to “visit a 
cemetery and pray for the deceased, even if only mentally.” Some 
suggested prayers include the Prayer of St. Gertrude or the Eternal 
Rest prayer. 
2) Go to Confession & Receive Holy Communion: In order for 
one to obtain a plenary indulgence, whether it be for the poor souls 
or for oneself, the person must detach oneself from all sin. If the 
soul is not detached, a partial indulgence will be applied. However, 
for the sick, elderly, homebound, or those who cannot go out due to 
coronavirus restrictions, they can “unite themselves spiritually to 
other members of the faithful.” The decree encourages this prayer 
“before an image of Jesus or the Blessed Virgin Mary, reciting pious 
prayers for the deceased, for example, Lauds and Vespers of the 
Office of the Dead, the Marian Rosary, the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, 
other prayers for the deceased dearest to the faithful, or occupy 
themselves in considered reading of one of the Gospel passages 
proposed by the liturgy of the deceased, or perform a work of mercy 
by offering to God the sorrows and hardships of their own lives.”  
The individual must also have “the intention of complying as soon as 
possible,” to the three conditions (sacramental confession, holy 
communion, and praying for the Holy Father). 
3) Pray for the Pope: The Church suggests that the faithful pray 
one ‘Our Father’ and one ‘Hail Mary’ for the Holy Father. 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let the perpetual light 
shine upon them. May the souls of all the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 
 

As the separation of the soul from the body is the 
death of the body, so the separation of God from the 
soul is the death of the soul.   

-St. Gregory Palamas 



 
 

Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and 
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their   
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for 
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
                                                                                                                                                                                             Pray for Our Sick 
Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the sick of the Parish may 
be restored to health and all those who assist and care for the sick will be given 
the strength to continue God’s Will: baby Cordelia, baby Emmet Fischer, baby 
James Amicucci, baby Jonathan, baby Joseph, little boy Antonio, Michael    
Baruch, Phyllis Bloomer, Richard Bolton, Robert Brawley, Paul Brennan, Domi-
nic Carini, Sal Cenicola, Kevin Columbo, Paul Corbett, Marie D’Ascenzo, Maryann 
Dean, Lorraine Degerdon, Roseann Dennehy, Vincent DePaola, Marge Devitt, 
Carl Falasca, Michael Fallon, Dan Filippone, Jeremy Fillis, Christine Flatt, Mary 
Foley, Jason Harris, Amy Hartwell, Peter Kellar, Pat Kissane, Mary Lowe, 
James McGarry, Theresa Mendola, Michael McMahon, Robert Milli, Gianna 
Moscatello, Rose Marie Myers, Natalie Niebergall, John Pal, Tom Paskewich, 
Joan Phalon, Canice Prince, William Ragu, Debra Rendon, Louise Ricciardi, 
Vincent Ricciardi, Veronica Romanchuk, Beth Sacco, Samantha Sconzo, Peggy 
Shedden, Charles Touw, Aileen Vassar, Hope White, Maria Williams, Mary 
Younghans, Brian, Carla, Chris, Christina, Dierdre, Edward, Elba, Jennifer, 
Joann, Karen, Lauren, Lisa, Lou, Lucas, Lynn, Margaret, Michelle, Patrick, Paul, 
Peter,  Robert, Samantha, Sean, Sharon, Tina W., Tom, Tara M., Mary D.  

 

Spiritual Communion composed by Cardinal Rafael Merry del Val 
As I cannot this day enjoy the happiness of assisting at the holy Mysteries, 
O my God! I transport myself in spirit at the foot of Thine altar; I unite with 
the Church, which by the hands of the priest, offers Thee Thine adorable 
Son in the Holy Sacrifice; I offer myself with Him, by Him, and in His Name.  
I adore, I praise, and thank Thee, imploring Thy mercy, invoking Thine  
assistance, and presenting Thee the homage I owe Thee as my Creator, the 
love due to Thee as my Savior.  
 

Apply to my soul, I beseech Thee, O merciful Jesus, Thine infinite merits; 
apply them also to those for whom I particularly wish to pray. I desire to 
communicate spiritually, that Thy Blood may purify, Thy Flesh strengthen, 
and Thy Spirit sanctify me. May I never forget that Thou, my divine         
Redeemer, hast died for me; may I die to all that is not Thee, that hereafter  
I may live eternally with Thee. Amen. 
 

FRIDAYS outside Lent  
The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of Penance. 
Each individual should abstain from meat or may substitute some other    
practice of voluntary self-denial as penance.    

 

  CONFESSION/RECONCILATION 
This sacrament is offered every weekday at 7:30AM-7:50AM, Saturdays 
from 11:00AM-11:50AM and 3:00PM-3:40PM, First Friday at 6PM. A 
Priest is also available to hear Confessions daily by appointment. The 
confession of evil works is the first beginning of good works. -St. Augustine  

Pray for Those in the Military 
  Mass Intentions 

Monday, November 8– St. Godfrey, Bishop of Amiens  
8:00 All Souls  
12:00 All Souls / William and Mary Sweeney   R/b George and Gail Fabiano 
Tuesday, November 9–Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
 8:00 All Souls 
12:00 All Souls / Burke, Walsh and Melbourne Family         R/b Bill and Peg Walsh 
Wednesday, November 10-St. Leo the Great, pope, doctor 
8:00  All Souls / James M. Walsh                        R/b Jeanne Marie Walsh 
12:00 All Souls 
Thursday, November 11 – St. Martin of Tours, Bishop 
8:00 Kathy Griffin Stock                                                R/b Judy Pommett 
12:00 All Souls 
Friday, November 12 – St. Josaphat, bishop and martyr  
8:00 Ann Raven                                                      R/b Caroline Connolly 
12:00 George and Helen Smith                              R/b the Oakley Family  
Saturday, November 13 – St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Italy - Nun 
8:00  Charles G. Barila                                              R/b the Giron Family 
12:00 John O’Neill                                                        R/b Peggy O’Brien 
4:00 Joseph DeSimone Sr.                                      R/b Lorraine Gobbetti 
5:00 George Lyddon                              R/b Stephen and Robin Hartman 
Sunday, November 14 – St. Sidonius of Ireland - Abbot  
7:00 Elizabeth Coyle                              R/b Michael and Barbara Fizulich 
8:00  Pedro Romeo 
9:30  Mary Ciavarella                                 R/b Carl and Rita Colasuonno 
10:45 Marie Piazza                                                            R/b OLV Choir 
10:45 (Gym) Agnes T. Kolor                                          R/b Kenneth Fodor 
12:00 Gino Zocco                                                              R/b Mike Zocco 
1:00   People of the Parish 
6:00  Dan Hennessy                                                     R/b Nick Pedersen 

                                                                                                  Sanctuary Memorials (this week) 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns for the repose of the soul of John D.  
   Kaberle Jr., r/b Tom and Ria Ragusa. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp burns for the repose of the  
   soul of Lydia Mohsenin, r/b the Dunn Family. 
The St. Joseph Votive Lamp burns for the souls in Purgatory. 
The flowers for the Blessed Mother have been donated for the inten- 
   tions of Caroline, William, Nina and Peter, r/b Pete and Carole Stonitsch. 
The flowers for St. Joseph have been donated for the Souls in purgatory      

                     Flower & Sanctuary Offerings 
If you would like to donate flowers for the Altar, Bl. Virgin Mary and St. 
Joseph, call the rectory. Flowers, Bread and Wine, the Bl. Virgin Mary 
and St. Joseph Votive Lamps and Sanctuary Lamp in the Church can be 
dedicated on a weekly basis. 
 

            My Parish—COVID-19—My Responsibility 
Thank you to those who so generously continue to support our parish by 
mailing in your donations. At the same time, we understand that some 
have been laid off from their work or are experiencing decreased income 
and are unable to continue their donations at this time. Donations / offer-
ing envelopes may be mailed to OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn Street, Harring-
ton Park, NJ 07640.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 

Clothing Bins Please help Catholic Charities in its mission by donating 
clothes, small appliances, shoes, linens, sheets, towels, stuffed animals, 
novels, knickknacks, toys, and children’s books. Please place your donations 
INSIDE the bins (you may have to push it in). Do not leave items outside.  
 
 

“We should not aim to be a great saint for the purpose of being a great 
saint. The saints’ goal is to get as close to God as they can, not for their 
own sake, but for His sake. The aim is to give honor and glory to God, 
and to totally forget the self.” – Mother Angelica 

- 3 -    Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time               24th Sunday after Pentecost 

US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Specialist Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Private First Class Sean Keohane 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Lieutenant Gigi McElroy 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Captain John G. Miele 
1st Lieutenant Joseph W. Niece 
US Air Force 
Chief  Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 

  

US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Sergeant Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Lance Corporal Thomas Iafrate 
Captain Stephen Ikalowych 
2nd Lieutenant J.P. Maher 
US Navy 
Lt. Commander Julia Cheringal 
Ensign Jon Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 
Airman Cody Massa 
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     REQUIREMENTS for GODPARENTS 
Godparents play a very important role in your child's spiritual life as role 
models of the faith. They should support not only the child, but the par-
ents as well. Additionally, in their role as godparent, they represent the 
larger Church community and this is a tremendous responsibility. The 
Church has provided guidelines to help parents choose the best possi-
ble godparents for their children in recognizing the importance of the 
godparent and their duties:  
Godparent/Sponsor must be at least 16 years old. 
Godparent/Sponsor must be in good standing with the Catholic 
Church. Must be a practicing Catholic (Attend Sunday Mass weekly). 
Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Communion, and   
Confirmation. If married, must be married in the Catholic Church.  
If single, not living with significant other, nor married civilly only. 
Godparent/Sponsor cannot be the candidate’s parent. Each child 
only requires one Godparent. If you wish to have two Godpar-
ents, there must be one female and one male.  (Canon Law 872-874) 
 
                                                              Respect Life   
Any woman who is pregnant and in need of          
assistance? should never feel that abortion 
is her only option.  
 

    Personal and confidential assistance is available at the following: 
         Archdiocesan Respect Life Office: 973-497-4350  
         Gateway Pregnancy Center: Phone: 908-353-0604  
         Catholic Community Services: 201-246-7379              
         Birthright: 800-550-4900  Lifecall: 800-662-2678 
 
                                  

RELEVANT RADIO 1430AM 
Bringing Christ to the world through the media 

The Patrick Madrid Show is your source for the latest in current events 
and contemporary issues. Join host Patrick Madrid for compelling    
insights, lively conversations, and encouragement for your day!  
 
 

Array of Hope 
Season 2  A Reason for Hope podcast is here! We are back with a full 
season of exciting interviews and personal stories of hope from a whole 
host of special guests. This week we chat with Curtis Martin, the founder 
of FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students). You are proba-
bly well aware of the wonderful work FOCUS is doing, but our episode 
with Curtis dives a little deeper into his story. Curtis also spends time 
lending his expertise on how we share the Gospel in these challenging 
times. So buckle up; a new episode is coming every other week! 

OLV Needlers  
If you’d like to learn to knit or crochet, everyone is welcome. We meet 
Wednesdays in the lower church at 6:00PM.   
  

Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
Meets at OLV the second Wednesday of every month (October-April) at 
7PM in the lower church. For info’ contact Marie 201-741-0499. 
 

Women’s Morning of Recollection offered to all   women 
to live the Catholic faith well.  Held on the 3rd Thursday of each month 
at Our Lady, Mother of the Church in Woodcliff Lake, NJ.  For the re-
mainder of this year--November 18 & December 16, from 9:30 - 
11:30AM. Content is inspired by the teachings of St. Josemaria, the 
founder of Opus Dei (www.opusdei.org) For information, please contact 
Jeanne Hennessey 201-463-7563 or jmhennessey6@gmail.com. 

  Are you an ADULT without  
Confirmation, Communion or Baptism? 

If you want to become a Roman Catholic or complete your Initiation into 
the Church, the RCIA is for you!  For information, phone the rectory. Adult 
Catholics who have not yet celebrated Confirmation or Holy Communion 
should also contact the rectory for preparation class/information. 
 
 

  CONVALIDATION 
“wedding” at the venue (without dispensation) 

 is not a valid Sacrament  
Best way to start your married life is with God in Sacramental       
Marriage. In this Sacrament, God’s own divine life can be experienced 
and lived. Were you married only civilly by a mayor or justice of the 
peace and would now like to be married in the Catholic Church? Contact 
Fr. Wojciech for details.  
 

Parents speak about the loss of their children 
 St. Zélie and St. Louis Martin had lost four of their nine children, who 
had died either in infancy or early childhood. Their ninth child was St. 
Thérèse of Lisieux. When Mme. Guérin (sister in law of St. Zelie Martin) 
had just given birth to a son who died immediately, to console the sorrow-
ing mother, Zélie wrote the following words: 
"I am deeply grieved at the misfortune that has just struck you. Truly, you 
are sorely tried! It is one of your first troubles, my poor, dear sister. May 
our good Lord grant you resignation to His holy will. Your dear little child is 
with Him. He sees you, he loves you, and you will find him again one day. 
That is the great comfort I felt and still feel." "When I closed the eyes of my 
[four] dear children and buried them, I felt the sorrow indeed, but it has 
always been resigned sorrow. I did not regret the pain and cares I had 
borne for them. Several people said to me, 'It would have been better if 
you had never had them,' but I could not endure this sort of language. I did 
not think that the sufferings and anxieties could be weighed in the same 
scale with the eternal happiness of my children. Then they were not lost 
forever; life is short and full of miseries, and we shall find them again up 
yonder. "It was especially at the death of the first that I was most vividly 
aware of the happiness of having a child in Heaven. For God showed me 
in a sensible manner that He accepted my sacrifice. Through my first little 
angel, I obtained a very extraordinary grace." You see, dear sister, it is a 
great advantage to have little angels in Heaven, but it is not less painful to 
nature to lose them. These are the great sorrows of our life." 

 Saints Zelie and Louis Martin pray for us. 
 

Help THE SOULS in PURGATORY?? 
It is very possible that some of our own nearest and dearest ones are still 
suffering the excruciating pains of Purgatory and are calling to us for help 
and relief. There is no hunger, no thirst, no poverty, no need, no pain, no 
suffering to compare with what the souls in Purgatory endure. How YOU 
can help these souls:  1. Have Masses offered for them. 2. Make the 
Stations of the Cross.  3. Recite the Rosary. 4. Offer up all your pain 
and sufferings for the relief of Souls. 
  

  Kidz Korner Answers 
          1. St. Thomas Moore.      2. St. Ann.         3. St. Monica.         
          4. Mary, as the Immaculate Conception.    5. St. Matthew. 
 

A little humor… Teaching Charity  
A little girl asked her mother for a dollar to give to an old lady in the 
park. Her mother was touched by the child's kindness, and gave her 
the required sum. "There you are, my dear," said the mother. "But, tell 
me, isn't the lady able to work any more?” "Oh yes," came the reply.         
"She sells candy."   
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a newly beatified 22-year-old 
       Alessandra (“Sandra”) wasn’t content with living an ordinary life. From the 
time of her early childhood, she desired a life of holiness, a desire fostered by 
her parents Giuseppe and Agnese Sabattini. Starting when she was 10 years 
old, Sandra kept a diary, in which she wrote, “A life lived without God is 
just a way of passing time, whether it’s boring or fun, time to be filled in 
while waiting for death.” 
  Two years later in 1974 she met Servant of God Oreste Benzi, founder of 
the Pope John XXIII Community in Italy. That summer she spent time     
volunteering at the Madonna delle Vette home in Canazei, helping young 
people with disabilities. It left a profound mark upon her soul and she later 
said to her mother, “We worked till we dropped, but these are people I’ll 
never leave.” 
  As a teenager she would frequently use the “pocket money” from her     
parents to give to the poor, leaving almost nothing for herself. Sabattini’s 
heart was focused on the most vulnerable of society and wanted to help 
them in any way possible.  She graduated from high school in 1980 and then 
attended the University of Bologna to study medicine. It was her dream to be 
a medical missionary in Africa, tending the needs of those who didn’t have 
anyone to care for them.  While attending a meeting of the Pope John XXIII 
Community, she met a young man named Guido Rossi, and they fell in love, 
sharing the same ideals. They became engaged to be married and were 
joined together by their love of God and the poor. 
   Sabattini always made a point to pray on a daily basis, often getting up 
early in the morning to pray in the silence of a nearby church. She would 
kneel or sit on the floor in an act of humility, spending an intimate time with 
Jesus. She wrote, “Charity is the synthesis of contemplation and action, 
it is the point at which heaven joins earth, where human beings join 
with God.” 
  Then in April 1984 she was on her way to attend a meeting of the Pope 
John XXIII Community and after leaving her car, she was hit by another car 
and died in the hospital on May 2, 1984, at the age of 22. 
  She left a profound legacy of a youthful heart on fire with God’s love. Her 
life has inspired many, because of her apostolic zeal and love of the poor. 
  On October 2, 2019, Pope Francis approved a miracle through the interces-
sion of Sandra, paving the way for her future beatification. One more miracle 
is required before she can be declared a saint. Sandra was set to be beati-
fied on Oct. 24, 2021, by Pope Francis.   - Aleteia.org 
 

     KIDZ KORNER 
1. Who is the patron saint of Lawyers? 
2. Who is the patron Saint of Housewives? 
3. Who is the patron Saint of Mothers? 
4. Who is the patron Saint of the United States? 
5. Who is the patron Saint of Accountants?   Answers on page 4 

 
PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH (Pope St. John XXIII) 

St. Joseph could find joy in the midst of toil and trials because he had Jesus 
with him. So can we.  Pope St. John XXIII had a deep devotion to St. Joseph. 
He wrote various prayers to the Spouse of Mary. He particularly understood 
that St. Joseph can come to our aid when life has us down.  Here are adapted 
excerpts from his prayers that we can use to turn to St. Joseph today: 
 

St. Joseph, kindly protect me as I trustingly come to you.  
You know my aspirations, my hardships, my hopes.  
I look to you because I know you will understand and protect me. 
You too knew trial, labor, and weariness. But amid the worries of 
material life, your soul was full of deep peace and sang out in true joy 
through intimacy with God’s Son entrusted to you, and, with Mary, his 
tender Mother.  
Keep me aware that I do not labor alone. Teach me to find Jesus near 
me and to watch over him faithfully as you have done. 

A Word from the Desert 
“A brother came to see Abba Macarius the Egyptian, and said to him, 
‘Abba, give me a word, that I may be saved.’ So the old man said, ‘Go 
to the cemetery and insult the dead.’ The brother went there, insulted 
them and threw stones at them; then he returned and told the old man 
about it. The latter said to him, ‘Didn’t they say anything to you?’ He 
replied, ‘No.’ The old man said, ‘Go back tomorrow and praise them.’ 
So the brother went away and praised them, calling them ‘Apostles, 
saints and righteous men.’ He returned to the old man and said to him, 
‘I have complimented them.’ And the old man said to him, ‘Did they not 
answer you?’ The brother said no. The old man said to him, ‘You know 
how you insulted them and they did not reply, and how you praised 
them and they did not speak; so you too if you wish to be saved must 
do the same and become a dead man. Like the dead, take no account 
of either the scorn of men or their praises, and you can be saved.’” 
Taken from: Macarius 23 in The Sayings of the Desert Fathers, The     
Alphabetical Collection, trans. Benedict Ward (Kalamazoo, MI: Cistercian 
Publications, 1984), 132. 
  

HUNGRY SOULS 
   There are roughly three variants of the visible forms or figures of 
appearing poor souls: either they come in the figures of the persons 
they were in life, with their typical clothes; amid flames; or again, as 
deformed humans with remarkable symbolic features that represent 
their sins and/or punishments - sometimes even as humanized animals 
or animalized humans.  Ghosts from Purgatory are as a rule recogniza-
ble by their eyes, and mouth, wrote the 20th century seer Eugenie von 
der Leyen.  “You never see such eyes in men … they demonstrate, or 
give to understand, misery. The mouth … this bitterness is found in no 
[living] human.” 
    The saintly Bavarian mystic, Sr. Maria Anna Lindmayr (1657-1726), 
regularly saw the poor souls in a manner that characterized the spiritu-
al or moral state of their souls.  Their features symbolized their vices 
as well as the kind of punishment they suffered:  
 

I have always been given to understand that: how you sin, so 
you must do penance … [Some] appeared to me very hungry, 
emaciated in an indescribable form. These implored me to 
help them by fasting severely on water and bread, to correct 
what was wanting in them during their lifetime by their eating 
and drinking well and abundantly. Others again made known 
by their behavior their quick-temperedness and impatience 
and they implored me to help them by  acts of patience and 
meekness. Such souls … were shown to me, their mouth 
locked with a nail. 
 1 
  

   Some souls do not show the fire they are in, at least not initially, but    
appear as they had been in life.  A deceased friend of Maria Anna 
walked before her on the street when she went to church, early in the 
morning; this happened so naturally that the seer “did not give it a 
thought, otherwise I would have been frightened,” and only when she 
was in the church did she realize what she had seen (by then the  
apparition had vanished). In a subsequent apparition, although no 
trace of burning or flames had been visible when it had manifested 
itself as the woman on her way to church, this same soul nonetheless 
demonstrated that it was burning by touching the foot of the seer “with 
a glowing finger.” 
    The visible appearance of the soul of the woman who came to     
Eugenie von der Leyen changed in response to the question of the 
seer: Do you suffer so much?”     “Look at me!” was the soul’s reply.  
Then she was as if flooded with fire. 

“The saints did not all begin well,  
but they ended well.”  

St. John Vianney  
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