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Sunday, October 23, 2022 A.D. 
World Mission Sunday 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: 
Mon.-Sat.: 7:30-7:50am.  Saturday: 11:00-11:50am; 3:00-3:45pm 
  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism, call the rectory. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
  

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Sick calls at any time in emergency.  
  

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious Life 
should contact the Vocations Office at 973.497.4365. 

  WELCOME 
  

To the Parish Family of 
OUR LADY OF VICTORIES 

 

 The Little Church with the BIG Heart  
  

 Parish Office  201-768-1706 
  
  

COME WORSHIP WITH US 
  

Rev. Wojciech Jaśkowiak  
Pastor   

  

Rev. Edmond P. Ilg 
Parochial Vicar 

 

Mr. Thomas Lagatol   Mr. Albert McLaughlin                                                                         
Deacons  

   

Maria Hellrigel - Parish Secretary      
                                       201-768-1706    

  
Religious Education (CCD) 

           Susan Evanella           Denise Coulter (LSEC) 
 

                                  201-768-1400 
 
 

  Sr. Elizabeth Holler, SC    Sr. Mary Corrigan, SC 
                                In Residence-Convent 
  

         Selena Piazza               Elizabeth Gulfo             
        Lesa Rossmann           Martin Coyne II            
       Ministers of Music          Parish Trustees     
                                                                               

    Jorden Pedersen Esq.                     Jon Fischer CFA 
 President Parish Council          Chairman Finance Committee 
  
  
   
  

SPECIAL MASSES OR DEVOTIONS: 
First Friday: 7:00pm, Mass of Sacred Heart & Devotions 
First Saturday: 8:00am, Mass of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
First Saturday: 12:00pm, Mass for Souls in Purgatory 
  

Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Anthony: Tuesday 
St. Joseph:  Wednesday 
St. Jude:  Thursday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
St. Peregrine: First Friday of the Month 
Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & after 12:00Noon Mass 

Holy Rosary 
 

our umbilical cord  
to Mother Mary 
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Fr. Wojciech’s Corner...     
   Thank you to all who donated to Hearts of Joy International that 
provides life-saving heart surgeries to babies with Down syndrome. 
Your donations amounted to $5,000. 
   Thank you to all who donated to our Coat Drive.     
   We congratulate Sr. Elizabeth who turned 90 last Tuesday. Happy 
Birthday! We are looking forward to the Big 9 party for her.     
   Today we celebrate the World Mission Sunday. Today’s Second  
Collection will be for the missions through out the world. If you would 
like to help, there are 3 boxes at the Church entrances with the sign 
to assist the victims of Hurricane Ian. Those who write the check 
please write “Ian” in the memo. To donate directly see our website 
olvhp.org. 
   All Saints and All Souls Holy Days are approaching. If you want to 
remember the souls of your loved ones who have passed, please see 
the blurb on the right. 
   As we continue the month of October dedicated to Blessed Virgin 
Mary, the Greatest Missionary of all time who brought Jesus to the 
world. Let us emulate her in bringing Jesus to others. Let us ask to be 
like Her by praying the Holy Rosary. And let us remember: 

He who is devout to the Blessed Mother  
will certainly never be lost.  

St. Ignatius of Antioch  
 

Price of a Single Soul - Did You Know? 
   Emperor Charles V (1500-1558) of the Holy Roman Empire, (the   
father of the great King Philip II of Spain) left nearly his entire fortune 
to the work of the Catholic Church. With one provision: the priests     
of the realm would offer thirty-thousand Masses for the repose of     
his soul. 

 

MISSION SUNDAY 
 

In 1926 Pope Pius XI instituted Mission Sunday for the whole 
Church with the first worldwide Mission Sunday collection 
taking place in October 1927. The Mission Sunday collection 
is always taken on the next to last Sunday during the month of 
October. That day is celebrated in all the local Churches as the 
feast of catholicity and universal solidarity so Christians the 
world over will recognize their common responsibility with 
regard to the evangelization of the world.  
 
next YOUTH GROUP Meeting  

October 30 after 6PM Mass 
2022 Catechism Lectures 

-with Fr. John A. Perricone 
  Nov 2, 16 & 30, Dec 14 & 29     7PM -9PM   

CALLING ALL SINGERS & MUSICIANS!! 
CONSIDER JOINING THE OLV CHOIR THIS FALL!! 

Rehearsals: Tuesdays at 7pm 

 Choir Mass:  Sundays alternating 9:30am & 10:45am  

*If interested, please see Lesa & Selena in the choir loft* 

1430AM 
Listener Supported Talk Radio for Catholic Life 

 

RECENT GREAT PODCAST (Oct 4) - Trending with Timmerie 
Why Moms Matter & How To Be Present to Your Child 

Conversation with Erica Komisar, psychoanalyst and author of “Being There: 
Why Prioritizing Motherhood in the First Three Years Matters”   

Visit https://relevantradio.com/2022/10/why-moms-matter-how-to-be
-present-to-your-child-2/ … and scroll down for podcast 

       ALL SOULS INTENTIONS Envelopes 

All Souls Day is two weeks away. In preparation for All Souls Day, the 
envelopes will be available at the Church entrances. Please return your All 
Souls Intention envelopes as soon as possible in order that we may place 
the intentions on the altar on ALL SOULS DAY and for the entire month of 
November, which is dedicated to the POOR SOULS IN PURGATORY. 
Please PRINT the names LEGIBLY because the names will be read 
before each Mass in November. We don’t want to “butcher” the names of 
your loved ones.  
 
                                     Help THE SOULS in PURGATORY?? 
It is very possible that some of our own nearest and dearest ones are still 
suffering the excruciating pains of Purgatory and are calling to us for help 
and relief. There is no hunger, no thirst, no poverty, no need, no pain, no 
suffering to compare with what the souls in Purgatory endure. How YOU 
can help these souls: 1. Have Masses offered for them. 2. Make the 
Stations of the Cross.  3. Recite the Rosary. 4. Offer up all your pain 
and sufferings for the relief of Souls. 

QUESTION? 
Why do Catholics believe in a place between Heaven and Hell 
called Purgatory? The main body of Christians have always       
believed in the existence of a place between Heaven and Hell where 
souls go to be punished for lesser sins and to repay the debt of    
temporal punishment for sins which have been forgiven. Even after 
Moses was forgiven by God, he was still punished for his sin. (2 
Samuel 12:13-14). The primitive Church Fathers regarded the doc-
trine of Purgatory as one of the basic tenets of the Christian faith. St. 
Augustine, one of the greatest doctors of the Church, said the      
doctrine of Purgatory "has been received from the Fathers and is 
observed by the Universal Church." 

COAT DRIVE if you missed it last week  
Please bring new or gently used coats for men, women 
and children. Please make sure coats are clean and in usable 

condition. Bring coats to the lower church. 

. CONFESSION/RECONCILIATION 
In failing to confess, Lord, I would only hide You from myself, 
not myself from You. - Saint Augustine  
  

Our Lord told St. Margaret Mary Alacoque that individuals should go 
to confession at a minimum once a month. This sacrament is        
offered EVERY DAY Monday thru Saturday at 7:30AM-7:50AM, EVERY 
Saturday from 11:00AM-11:50AM and 3:00PM-3:45PM, as well as every 
First Friday at 6:00PM. A Priest is also available to hear Confessions by 
appointment. 

 Live so as not to fear death.  
For those who live well in the world,  

death is not frightening  
but sweet and precious.  

– St. Rose of Viterbo 



Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and 
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their   
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for 
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                             Pray for Our Sick 
Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the sick of the Parish 
may be restored to health and all those who assist and care for the sick will  be 
given the strength to continue God’s Will: baby Cordelia, baby Emmet Fischer,  
baby Jonathan, baby Joseph, little boys Antonio & Shane, Michael Baruch, Julie 
Berbert, Richard Bolton, Robert Brawley, Paul Brennan, Dominic Carini, Kevin 
Columbo, Eddie Cooper, Paul Corbett, Marie D’Ascenzo, Maryann Dean, Vincent 
DePaola, Marge Devitt, Guy DeSantis, Carl Falasca, Michael Fallon, Dan Filip-
pone, Jeremy Fillis, Mary Foley, Walter Flaherty, Phil Gangusa & Vicky Ferrara, 
Ken Grier, Amy Hartwell, Martin & Mavis Ince, Dianne Kaiser, Dee Kaiser, 
Gerald Kasper, Pat Kissane, Joseph Koch, Mary Lowe, Robert Mayer, James 
McGarry, Michael McMahon, Kim McWilliams, Gianna Moscatello, Rose Marie Myers, 
Natalie Niebergall, John Pal, Tom Paskewich, Joan Phalon, Canice Prince, Elaine Punzi-
ano, William Ragu, Phyllis Ragusa, Ryan Reid, Debra Rendon, Louise  & Vincent 
Ricciardi, Veronica Romanchuk, Beth Sacco, Samantha Sconzo, Peggy Shed-
den, Charles Touw, Aileen Vassar, Michael Wallace, Howard Walsh, Megan 
Weingarten, Hope White, Maria Williams, Daniel Wu, Mary Young, Brian, Carla, 
Chris, Christina, Dierdre, Edward, Elba, Jennifer, Joann, Karen, Lauren, Lisa, Lou, Lucas, 
Lynn, Mary, Margaret, Michelle, Patrick, Peter, Robert, Remy and Silvie, Samantha, 
Sean, Sharon, Steven, Tina W., Tom, TaraM..  

  

Parish Registration All Roman Catholics over 18 years, even 
those not living on their own, are expected to officially register in their par-
ish. If you do NOT receive the Easter or Christmas mailing, you are proba-
bly NOT registered! For more information, or to obtain a registration form, 
see a priest or deacon or call or email Maria at the parish office. Why regis-
ter? We strongly encourage you to register, even if you do not wish to re-
ceive weekly contribution envelopes, so we can include you on our mailing 
list. Only registered members of the parish can enroll a child in Religious 
Formation, obtain a Sponsor Certificate or Godparent Eligibility Form, or any 
other recommendations or documentation. Parents of Catholic School   
children requesting a parish subsidy are required to be active parishioners 
both in Mass attendance  and financial assistance to this parish. Further-
more, to obtain a Sponsor (Godparent) Certificate, letter of recommenda-
tion, or other documentation, you must fulfill any canonical (Church Law) 
requirements for such documentation. 
 
 

FRIDAYS outside Lent  
The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of       
Penance. Each individual should abstain from meat or may substitute 
some other practice of voluntary self-denial as penance. 

Pray for Those in the Military 
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  Mass Intentions 
Monday, October 24 – St. Anthony Mary Claret of Spain 
8:00   Mary Ann Lyddon                            R/b Stephen and Robin Hartman 
12:00  Stanley Wiklinski                                              R/b Barbara Wiklinski 
Tuesday, October 25 - St. Gaudentius of Brescia, Italy-Bishop   
8:00   Maria Mattesich                                                    R/b the Izzo Family 
12:00 Anna Lucia Arias                                                        R/b Maria Arias 
Wednesday, October 26–St. Demetrius of Dalmatia-Martyr 
8:00  Harold E. Brandmaier                          R/b Andrew and Marcia Oakes  
12:00 Intentions of Mary Madden                                        R/b Bridie Kiene 
Thursday, October 27-Bl. Emilina of France-Lay Cistercian Sister  
8:00   Elaine Lamendola                                                    R/b Jinnie Moran 
12:00 Intentions of Priscilla Thomas                        R/b the Thomas Family 
Friday, October 28 – Saints Simon and Jude - Apostles   
8:00  Thomas Quigley                                                R/b the Barrett Family 
12:00 Intentions of Lisa Byrnes                                         R/b Joan Crowley 
Saturday, October 29–St. Narcissus – Bishop of Jerusalem 
8:00   Mary Mammen                                                        R/b Carole Bellini  
12:00  Ann Loesch                                                        R/b the Dunn Family 
4:00 Burke, Melbourne and Walsh Family                R/b Bill and Peg Walsh 
5:00 Mark and Milton Brackenbury              R/b Scott and Jen Brackenbury 
Sunday, October 30–St. Marcellus the Centurion, Martyr-Spain  
7:00 Dominic Izzo                                            R/b Steve and Mary Izzo 
8:00 Intentions of Marylene D’Jamoos               R/b the Maurice Family 
9:30 Patrick James O’Reilly                                R/b the Haskell Family 
10:00(gym) John DelJuidice                              R/b the Evanella Family 
10:45 Antonio Marsillo                                        R/b the Marsillo Family 
12:00  Marie Zocco                                                        R/b Mike Zocco 
1:00 People of the Parish  
6:00 John Narcisco                                                      R/b Eileen Fallon 
 

                                                                                                  Sanctuary Memorials (this week) 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn for the repose of the soul of Patricia  
   Murray, r/b Jon and Jen Fischer. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp will burn the repose of the  
   soul of Martha Spillane Krapels, r/b Jeanne Marie Walsh. 
The Saint Joseph Votive Lamp will burn for the missionaries who  
    gave their lives spreading the Gospel 
 
 
 

                          Flower & Sanctuary Offerings 
If you would like to donate flowers for the Altar, Bl. Virgin Mary and         
St. Joseph, call the rectory. Flowers, Bread and Wine, the Bl. Virgin Mary 
and St. Joseph Votive Lamps and Sanctuary Lamp in the Church can be 
dedicated on a weekly basis. 

                                       My Parish—My Responsibility 
Thank you to those who so generously continue to support our parish by 
mailing in your donations. At the same time, we understand that some 
have been laid off from their work or are experiencing decreased income 
and are unable to continue their donations at this time. Donations/offering 
envelopes may be mailed to OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn Street, Harrington 
Park, NJ 07640. Thank you for your generosity. 
   

SAVE THE DATE - January 21, 2023 
 

ANNUAL “Hap Nightingale“ BEEFSTEAK 
Our Lady of Victories Knights of Columbus Council 14483   

 

KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 
 

1. Race. 
2. Faith. 
3. Crown. 

US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Specialist Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Private First Class Sean Keohane 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Captain John G. Miele 
1st Lieutenant Joseph W. Niece 
US Air Force 
Chief  Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 
  

  

US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Sergeant Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Lance Corporal Mark Fredrick   
Lance Corporal Thomas Iafrate 
Captain Stephen Ikalowych 
1st Lieutenant J.P. Maher 
Lance Corporal Cody McGrath  
US Navy 
Lt. Commander Julia Cheringal 
Lieutenant Jonathan Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 
Airman Cody Massa 
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REQUIREMENTS for GODPARENTS 
Godparents play a very important role in your child's spiritual life as role 
models of the faith. They should support not only the child, but the parents 
as well. Additionally, in their role as godparent, they represent the larger 
Church community and this is a tremendous responsibility. The Church 
has provided guidelines to help parents choose the best possible godpar-
ents for their children. In recognizing the importance of the godparent and their 
duties:  
Godparent/Sponsor must be at least 16 years old.   
Godparent/Sponsor must be in good standing with the Catholic Church. 
Must be a practicing Catholic (attend Sunday Mass weekly). Must have re-
ceived the Sacraments of Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. If 
married, must be married in the Catholic Church. If single, not living with 
significant other, nor married civilly only.   
Godparent/Sponsor cannot be the candidate’s parent. Each child only 
requires one Godparent. If you wish to have two Godparents there must 
be one female and one male.  (Canon Law 872-874)  
 

Adults ? who NEED  
BAPTISM, FIRST COMMUNION OR  CONFIRMATION 

If you want to become a Roman Catholic or complete your Initiation      
into the Church, the RCIA is for you!  For more information, phone the     
rectory. Adult Catholics who have not yet celebrated Confirmation, 
should also contact the rectory for preparation class information. 
 

Cancer Support Group: Prayer-based group meets first and third Fridays, 
4PM-5PM at Our Lady of Sacred Heart School, Tappan, NY. For info’ call 
Maureen Barbey 914-646-6014. 
 

Someone You Know Addicted? Nar-Anon Family Groups in North 
Jersey.  www.naranonofnj.org. 
 

Calling all Senior Citizens: You're invited to Immaculate Heart Acade-
my's Annual Senior Citizen Thanksgiving dinner on Tuesday, November 
19, 4PM-6PM in the IHA cafeteria. Free Thanskgiving dinner & raffle.      
Consider joining us beforehand for 2PM matinee showing of our Fall 
Drama, "Lost Girl"- the story of Wendy's return from Neverland. Purchase 
tickets in advance at performingartsattheheart.com or at the door. Senior 
Citizen tickets for the show are $10 online or $15 at the door. Please 
note, Thanksgiving Dinner is free, but those attending the show must 
purchase tickets. Please RSVP 201-445-6800 from 8AM-4PM daily. 
Please do not leave a voicemail.  
 

Trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse sponsored by Emerson Seniors. 
Tuesday, Nov. 22 for lunch and Christmas Show. Price: $77 per person. 
Meet the bus at Senior Center 20 Palisade Ave. at 9am. For info contact 
Jo 201-265-1933 or Jeanne Ann  201-483-8104 (after 8pm).  
 
   

 A little humor …  
The Sunday School Teacher asked, “Now, Johnny, tell me frankly, do 
you say prayers before eating?”    
“No sir,” little Johnny replies, “I don’t have to –  my Mom is a good cook!”    

 
 

KIDZ KORNER (answers page 3) 

Celebrating World Mission Sunday,  
In the second reading today, Paul the greatest missionary to the    

Gentiles writes to Timothy.   
 
1. I have finished the  __________. 
2. I have kept the _____________. 
3. The ________ of righteousness awaits me. 

 

Catholic priests martyred by Nazis beatified in Italy 
They died praying for others 

 

Two Catholic priests killed by Nazis while 
ministering to the dying amid the Boves 
massacre were beatified as martyrs on 
Sunday, Oct. 16 at Our Lady of the Woods 
in Boves, Italy. In the face of grave        
danger, Father Giuseppe Bernardi and 
Father Mario Ghibaudo “did not abandon 
the flock entrusted to them, but remained 
close with God’s blessing and comfort to 
the point of shedding their blood,” stated the papal decree read at their 
beatification Mass. Pope Francis lauded the two priests in his Angelus 
address and prayed that their example may “enkindle in priests the desire 
to be pastors after Christ’s heart, always alongside their people.”  
 

Blessed Mario Ghibaudo Twenty-year-old Father Ghibaudo went to 
confession and offered Mass in Boves, Italy, on the morning of Sept. 19, 
1943. Hours later, he found himself rushing to help orphans escape to the 
countryside as German soldiers burned down 350 buildings in the Italian 
mountain town south of Turin. The young priest returned to the town to 
preserve the consecrated sacred Hosts, offering absolution to people he 
encountered. As he approached a man who had been shot in the back of 
the head to give him absolution “in articulo mortis,” the priest himself was 
shot with a machine gun. A soldier further stamped on the priest’s face 
with his boots and stabbed him, killing him only three months after his 
ordination to the priesthood. Ghibaudo died while ministering as a priest, 
fulfilling the call he felt when he received his First Communion and later 
wrote about when he was a high school student: “Becoming a priest, living 
as a priest, dying as a priest: this is the synthesis of the dearest hopes I 
conceive for my life.”  
 

Blessed Giuseppe Bernardi  After Italy surrendered to the Allies in Sep-
tember 1943, two German soldiers were captured as armed clashes broke 
out in the mountains of Boves between Nazi soldiers and a group of Italian 
partisans. German Major Joseph Peiper threatened the destruction of 
Boves if the two soldiers were not released. As a parish priest in Boves, 
Father Bernardi was called upon to serve as a mediator together with 
Antonio Vassallo, a local businessman. After the two successfully negoti-
ated the release of the two German soldiers unharmed, the Nazis broke 
the pact and began a campaign of retaliatory violence. The priest and his 
fellow mediator were detained in an armored car from which they watched 
their community be destroyed. According to the Vatican decree on his 
martyrdom, Bernardi blessed the corpses of the dead from the armored 
vehicle. He was killed by a gunshot and then set on fire on Sept. 19, 1943. 
He was 45 years old. Bernardi had preached on martyrdom as his parish 
celebrated the feast of St. Bartholomew: “He will die, if necessary, in the 
midst of excruciating torments, to proclaim to everyone from the gallows 
that his faith, his love for God is stronger than death.”  
 

More than 1,000 people attended the beatification Mass offered on the 
grounds of the Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Woods in Boves, according to 
local media. The crowd venerated relics of the remains of the two new 
blessed, carried in procession down the aisle and placed near the altar.  
Cardinal Marcello Semeraro, prefect of the Vatican Dicastery for the Caus-
es of Saints, presided over the Mass  In his homily, Semeraro said that the 
parish priest and parochial vicar died while offering intercessory prayers 
for others.  The cardinal read aloud some of the testimonies that the     
Vatican received where a witness described Ghibaudo as a “priest who 
carried out his ministry … helping to escape and in the meantime        
absolved and blessed” and Bernardi as a “good shepherd who gave his 
life for the sheep.”   --catholicnewsagency.com 



  - 5 -                           October is dedicated to the Holy Rosary. 

St. Gaudentius of Brescia, Bishop 
October 25 

     Born at Brescia, Italy about the middle of the 4th century, St. 
Gaudentius was educated under St. Philastrius, Bishop of Brescia, whom 
he terms his “father”.  After earning a reputation for sanctity, he traveled 
to the East where he gained even more fame. In his absence, he was 
elected Bishop by the people on the deathbed of St. Philastrius; though 
he felt unworthy to receive such an honor, he was influenced to accept it 
by the Eastern Bishops, and in 387 he was consecrated by St. Ambrose.  
     He was a powerful preacher and ten of his twenty-one  sermons have 
survived, offering ample testimony to this fact.  He governed his See     
with prudence and humility, inspiring his flock to imitate the Divine Master   
constantly.  
     In 405 he was sent with two others by Pope Innocent I and the        
Emperor Honorius to the East to defend St. John Chrysostom before   
Arcadius.  However, the party  was prevented from reaching Arcadius and 
never formally interceded for John; the three men were shipped back 
home on a vessel so unseaworthy that it almost  sank and had to be left    
at Lampsacus. Subsequently, St. John wrote St. Gaudentius a letter of  
thanks for his efforts even though they had not borne fruit.  This saintly 
man died about 410  and was called by Rufinus: “the glory of the doctors 
of the age in which he lives.”  
 

Saint Narcissus of Jerusalem—October 29 
 

   Born toward the end of the first century, Narcissus was advanced in age 
when he was elected bishop of Jerusalem. 
   Many miracles were attributed to 
the saintly prelate, one of which the 
historian Eusebius relates: the dea-
cons being out of oil for the lamps to 
be used in the Easter Vigil liturgical 
solemnities, the bishop bade them 
draw water from a well. Pronouncing 
a blessing over this water, he poured 
it into the lamps, and it immediately 
turned to oil to the astonishment of 
all the faithful. Some of this oil was 
still preserved when Eusebius wrote of the miracle. 
   The general veneration of all good men for this holy bishop could        
not shelter him from evil tongues. Three incorrigible sinners, resentful of 
Narcissus’ strictness in the observance of ecclesiastical discipline,      
accused him of an atrocious crime, which Eusebius does not specify. 
   They stressed the “truth” of their shameless slander by terrible oaths: 
one wished that he would perish by fire, the other to be struck with lepro-
sy, and the other that he to be made blind. 
   Despite the fact that the faithful unwaveringly believed their bishop 
innocent, Narcissus – notwithstanding the shock of the detestable calum-
ny – retired into solitude. 
   Sometime later, divine vengeance pursued the calumniators: the first 
man died with his whole family in a fire that consumed his home; the 
second contracted leprosy, and the third, deeply repentant, died blind 
from the amount of tears he shed. 
   So that Jerusalem was not left without a pastor, the surrounding bish-
ops appointed three consecutive pastors to lead the church. On the third 
bishop’s term, Narcissus reappeared, as one returned from the dead. His 
innocence having been authentically proven, his whole flock wished to 
reinstate him. Narcissus acquiesced, but because of his great age, he 
soon asked St. Alexander to be his coadjutor. 
   Narcissus continued to serve his flock and even other churches by his 
earnest prayers and exhortations as St. Alexander testifies in a letter to 
the Arsinoites in Egypt. In this letter he writes that Narcissus was, at that 
time, one hundred and sixteen years old. 
 

careful what you wish for 

Wszystko Co Najważniejsze     
   St. John Paul II accurately predicted the problems facing the world 
today, his longtime personal secretary said Friday, the anniversary of the 
Polish pope’s election. In an essay marking the election on Oct. 16, 1978, 
Cardinal Stanisław Dziwisz said that John Paul II was accused of being 
out of touch with the world following the collapse of communism. 
   “Today, however, 15 years after he left for the House of the Father, we 
can see with what perspicacity he was analyzing the reality, and how 
accurate were his predictions of the problems we are facing today,” 
he wrote in the Polish newspaper Wszystko Co Najważniejsze (All that 
Really Matters). 
   John Paul II served as pope for 26 years until his death in 2005,       
publishing 14 encyclicals and making pastoral visits to 129 countries. This 
year, the centenary of his birth is being marked by events in Rome and 
Poland. Cardinal Dziwisz, the former archbishop of Kraków, recalled that 
the pope did not share in the euphoria when the Iron Curtain fell and 
commentators spoke of “the end of history.”  
   “The events that followed have proved John Paul II right: - not only had 
he accurately diagnosed the illnesses afflicting the Western world, but he 
was also able to point to remedies,” he said. “In his opinion, the world’s 
future will not be decided on battlefields but, above all, in the bosom of 
families, and it will depend on the quality of relations with our loved ones. 
For this reason, he elevated studies on the phenomenon of the family to 
the rank of an academic science. The theology of the body he developed 
became an in-depth, comprehensive, and tested response to the identity 
crisis we are currently witnessing in the sphere of human sexuality.” 
   The 81-year-old cardinal argued that John Paul II also had a remarka-
ble connection with young people. He wrote: “John Paul II was the first 
world leader to identify young people as a separate social group,          
and addressed his message to them on the occasion of cyclical World 
Youth Days and numerous meetings with young people held during his 
pilgrimages around the world.” “In this way he helped to raise an entire 
generation of young people with no fathers and no masters in life; he 
taught them what maturation essentially is: discovering one’s own identi-
ty, vocation, meaning and purpose in life.” 
   Dziwisz said that John Paul II responded to the atomization of Western 
society by emphasizing “solidarity as a fundamental rule of collective life.” 
“It seems that the philosophical principle that has governed the order of 
his attitude to the world was personalism, building one’s life primarily on 
personal relationships, first of all with the person of God himself, and then 
with other people,” he wrote. “Such an approach excludes any instrumen-
talization of the person used for mercantilist or political ends. It was from 
this point of view that John Paul II judged various sociological and eco-
nomic systems, analyzing whether they did degrade a human being into a 
mere role of producer or consumer.” 
   In an article in the same publication, Archbishop Stanisław Gądecki, 
president of the Polish bishops’ conference, hailed John Paul II as “a 
tireless defender of the right to life,” describing his 1995 encyclical  Evan-
gelium vitae” as “a manifesto of the defenders of life.”  The archbishop of 
Poznań also said that John Paul II’s 1999 “Letter to the Elderly” highlighted 
a “dramatic change” in Western civilization. “In the past, the elderly were 
surrounded by deep respect. Today, ‘the idea of euthanasia has lost for 
many people the sense of horror which it naturally awakens in those who 
have a sense of respect for life.’ It is therefore possible to make polite 
conversations about putting ‘useless’ people to death and still consider 
oneself a person of ‘high society,’” he wrote .   
                                 - Catholic World Report, Vatican City, Oct 16, 2020  
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