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Gaudete Sunday   
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                                In Residence-Convent 
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SPECIAL MASSES OR DEVOTIONS: 
First Friday: 7:00pm, Mass of Sacred Heart & Devotions 
First Saturday: 8:00am, Mass of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
First Saturday: 12:00pm, Mass for Souls in Purgatory 
  

Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Anthony: Tuesday 
St. Joseph:  Wednesday 
St. Jude:  Thursday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
St. Peregrine: First Friday of the Month 
Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & after 12:00Noon Mass 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
                   Christmas Eve, December 24 

3:30pm Christmas Carols/Pageant & 4:00pm Family Mass  
in OLV Gym   

  4:15pm Mass in Church (Live Streamed) 
  5:30pm Mass in Church 
  7:00pm Mass in Church 
  9:00pm Latin Mass in Church 
         Christmas Day, December 25 
                    Midnight Mass in Church (Live-Streamed) 
              (Christmas Carols 30 minutes before Mass)  
  8:00am Mass in Church 
  10:00am Mass in Church 
  12:00Noon Mass in Church 
  1:00pm Spanish Mass in Church 
 

                   NO 6PM EVENING MASS Christmas Day  

Say to those whose hearts are frightened: 
Be strong, fear not! 
Here is your God…, 

He will come and save you. 
Isaiah 35:4 
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 Fr. Wojciech’s Corner 
      We are exactly in the middle of Advent. As we get closer and   
closer… to Christmas, please take time to see the schedule of Advent 
Confessions, so that our souls may be ready to welcome the Lord. 
Christmas this year falls on a Sunday; therefore please be sure to 
check the schedule of Masses for Christmas Eve and Day as it is  
different than the usual Sunday .  
   Next weekend we will welcome again among us the Bethlehem 
Handicrafts. Details in the next column. 
  This week the great Novena of Christmas begins on December 
17. The readings that until now were pointing to the Second Coming of 
Christ in glory at the end of time, will now shift to His first coming in 
humility, where or when His glory was veiled. May our last prepara-
tions help us to see in this veiled baby a real God who comes amongst 
us. 
   Nothing can outdo all the preparations than that of our soul. We will 
have confessions next Saturday and Sunday as in the past as an  
immediate preparation for Christmas. Please see the schedule. 

 today Bambinelli Sunday 
   “Bambinelli”, plural for the word “bambinello”, refers to the 
“Baby  Jesus” in a Nativity scene. The Bambinelli Blessing is a thirty 
year old tradition that was started in Rome at the Vatican. Today every 
family brings their “Baby Jesus” from their Nativity Scene to receive 
a blessing from the Pope at the Angelus. 
   The Bambinelli Blessing at OLV’s 10:00AM Family Mass in the 
Gym this Sunday will incite us to experience God’s true joy and love 
that comes to us from the  infant Jesus. Come and rejoice in God’s 
love for you in this new Advent celebration with your parish family. 
  

Advent specials 
 Advent Holy Hour 7-8PM with Deacon Al 
People of Advent…their origin and role in Salvation 
Dec 15: Mary & Joseph’s “yes”/Foretelling of John the Baptist & his role.  
Dec 22: The Promise fulfilled and Word made Flesh. 
 

Come join us as we escape the hustle and bustle of this time of the 
year to peacefully reflect on the glory and true meaning of the 
Coming of Christ! 

 

  
  

Silent Night, Holy Night 
 Tuesday, December 20, from 6:00PM to 9:00PM.   

  
  

next YOUTH GROUP Meeting  
Sundays after 6PM Mass 

December 18 
    

  2022 Catechism Lectures  
             with Fr. John A. Perricone   December 14 & 28     7PM -9PM   
 

SAVE THE DATE  - January 21, 2023 
Our Lady of Victories Knights of Columbus Council 14483 

Annual “Hap Nightingale“ BEEFSTEAK 

  

   CONFESSION’s power 
Charles de Faucauld (now already Blessed) came into the confessional 
and said through the confessional screen: Father, I do not have Faith, 
please give me some advice. He heard from the other side a voice: 
Please kneel, confess your sins to God and you will believe. But I did not 
come for that, responded Charles. Please, confess, insisted firmly the 
priest. Charles knelt and allowed his heart to speak ...     

   

 

 John the BEST MAN for our WEDDING 
John was what we would today describe as the “best man” at the wed-
ding, not the bridegroom. In the 1st Century the role of the “best man” 
was a little more involved. He was known as the “shoshben.” The      
shoshben had a prominent place in a Jewish wedding. He was the liai-
son between the bride and the bridegroom. He was instrumental in the    
arranging of the wedding and inviting people to the wedding. He brought 
the bride and the bridegroom together and guarded the bridal chamber 
making sure no others came in. And once his jobs were done, he willing-
ly and graciously faded from the picture. He had a prominent place, but 
he was not center-stage. John the Baptist sees himself as in this role. 

  “Maybe Christmas…... 
   …...means a little bit more?” 

“And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow 
Stood puzzling and puzzling, ‘How could it be so? 
‘It came without ribbons! It came without tags! 
‘It came without packages, boxes or bags!’ 
And he puzzled three hours, ‘till his puzzler was sore. 
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn’t before! 
‘Maybe Christmas,’ he thought, ‘doesn’t come from a store. 
‘Maybe Christmas … perhaps … means a little bit more!’” 
  

BETHLEHEM HANDICRAFTS 
From the birthplace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Christian community          
is seeking your love and support through obtaining their handmade olive 
wood religious articles. These items will be displayed at the church after all 
Masses next weekend December 17th and 18th.Your help can and will make a 
difference in the lives of your brothers and sisters in Bethlehem. 

ADVENT  
Confession Schedule 

(in lower church) 
 

   Saturday December 17 – All Day 
  7:30AM - 6:00PM 

Sunday December 18 – All Day   
  6:30AM - 7:00PM 

Mon-Fri December 19-23 
 7:30AM - 7:50AM 

Saturday December 24  
7:30AM - 7:50AM 

11:00AM-11:50AM ONLY 



Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and 
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their   
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for 
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                             Pray for Our Sick 
Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the sick of the Parish 
may be restored to health and all those who assist and care for the sick will  be 
given the strength to continue God’s Will: infants Edith Rose, Cordelia, Emmet 
Fischer, Jonathan & Joseph; little boys Antonio & Shane, Michael Baruch,         
Jim Beardsley, Julie Berbert, Richard Bolton, Robert Brawley, Paul Brennan, 

Dominic Carini, Kevin Columbo, Eddie Cooper, Paul Corbett, Marie D’Ascenzo, 
Cathy Daleo, Maryann Dean, Vincent DePaola, Marge Devitt, Guy DeSantis, 
Lynne Diorio, Carl Falasca, Michael Fallon, Kathleen Falotico, Dan Filippone, 
Jeremy Fillis, Mary Foley, Walter Flaherty, Phil Gangusa & Vicky Ferrara, Ken 
Grier, Amy Hartwell, Martin & Mavis Ince, Dianne Kaiser, Dee Kaiser, Gerald & 
Josephine Kasper, Pat Kissane, Christina Kenny, Joseph Koch, Mary Lowe, 
Robert Mayer, James McGarry, Michael McMahon, Kim McWilliams, Gianna Moscatello, 
Rose Marie Myers, Natalie Niebergall, John Pal, Tom Paskewich, Joan Phalon, Canice 
Prince, William Ragu, Dan & Phyllis Ragusa, Ryan Reid, Debra Rendon, Louise & 
Vincent Ricciardi, Veronica Romanchuk, Beth Sacco, Samantha Sconzo, Peg-
gy Shedden, Carole Stonitsch, Charles Touw, Aileen Vassar, Howard Walsh, 
Megan Weingarten, Hope White, Maria Williams, Daniel Wu, Mary Young, 
Brian, Carla, Chris, Christina, Dierdre, Edward, Elba, Jennifer, Joann, John, Karen, Lauren, 
Lisa, Lou, Lucas, Lynn, Mary, Margaret, Michelle, Patrick, Peter, Robert, Remy and 
Silvie, Samantha, Sean, Sharon, Steven, Tina W., Tom, Tara M. 
 

  

Parish Registration All Roman Catholics over 18 years, even 
those not living on their own, are expected to officially register in their     
parish. If you do NOT receive the Easter or Christmas mailing, you are 
probably NOT registered! For more information, or to obtain a registration 
form, see a priest or deacon or call or email Maria at the parish office. Why 
register? We strongly encourage you to register, even if you do not wish to 
receive weekly contribution envelopes, so we can include you on our mail-
ing list. Only registered members of the parish can enroll a child in Religious 
Formation, obtain a Sponsor Certificate or Godparent Eligibility Form, or any 
other recommendations or documentation. Parents of Catholic School   
children requesting a parish subsidy are required to be active parishioners 
both in Mass attendance and financial assistance to this parish. Further-
more, to obtain a Sponsor (Godparent) Certificate, letter of recommenda-
tion, or other documentation, you must fulfill any canonical (Church Law) 
requirements for such documentation. 
 
 

FRIDAYS outside Lent  
The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of       
Penance. Each individual should abstain from meat or may substitute 
some other practice of voluntary self-denial as penance. 

Pray for Those in the Military 
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  Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 12– Our Lady of Guadalupe   
8:00   Rosemary O’Brien                                                R/b Judy Pommett 
12:00 Lucy Ulisse                                                                  R/b Don Ulisse 
Tuesday, December 13–St. Lucy of Syracuse, Italy, virgin, martyr    
8:00   Rev. Zachary H. Monet                                              R/b Pat Consoli 
12:00 Nancy Myers                                     R/b Bob and Dolores Cavagnet 
Wednesday, December 14–St. John of the Cross of Spain, priest   
8:00 James M. Walsh                                            R/b Jeanne Marie Walsh  
12:00 Burke, Walsh and Melbourne Family             R/b Bill and Peg Walsh 
Thursday, December 15 – St. Nino of Georgia, virgin  
8:00 James O’Neill                                                     R/b the Barrett Family 
12:00 Gary Mioli                                                             R/b Anne Thomson 
Friday, December 16- St. Adelaide of Burgundy-Queen of Germany  
 8:00  Eileen Gazawie                                         R/b the DelVecchio Family 
12:00 Anne Keegan                                                        R/b Anne Thomson 
Saturday, December 17–St. Olympias-Widow  
8:00   Robert Byers                                                 R/b the Ascolese Family  
12:00  Nicole Gianfrancesco 
4:00 Victoria and Biaggio Fauci                                R/b Francine Campora 
5:00 Douglas Fahey                                                    R/b Barbara Wiklinski 
Sunday, December 18–St. Gatian, Bishop of Tours, France 
7:00 Ronald Lewert Sr.                                                          R/b Joe Tobia 
8:00 Maria Camporeale                                             R/b the Lavinio Family 
9:30 Gil Anzalone                                             R/b Mike and Maria Hellrigel 
10:00 (gym) Teresa Collins                                    R/b Jon and Jen Fischer 
10:45 Mary Jane Capobianco                                   R/b Kathleen Magarro 
12:00 Victorio Torres                                                           R/b Julie Torres 
1:00 Hugo Benedetti                                                     R/b Nelly Benedetti 
6:00 Virginia Savastano                               R/b Peter and Carole Stonitsch  
                                                                                                  Sanctuary Memorials (this week) 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn for the repose of the soul of 
   Mary McQuoid, r/b the Haveron Family. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp will burn for the repose of  
   the soul of Jill Tabor, r/b Carl and Ellen Sutter. 
The St. Joseph Votive Lamp will burn for the Martain Family,  
   r/b Julia Dalton. 

                                       My Parish—My Responsibility 
Thank you to those who so generously continue to support our parish by 
mailing in your donations. At the same time, we understand that some 
have been laid off from their work or are experiencing decreased income 
and are unable to continue their donations at this time. Donations/offering 
envelopes may be mailed to OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn Street, Harrington 
Park, NJ 07640. Thank you for your generosity. 

                                       
RELEVANT RADIO 1430AM 

Father Simon Says™ is your daily bible study hosted by Father Richard 
Simon, who jokingly refers to himself as Reverend Know-it-All. Father 
Simon delves into the daily Scripture readings, shares a Word of the      
Day to help you sharpen you vocabulary, and opens the phones to your 
questions about the Faith. After just a few minutes with Father Simon, you 
might be convinced that he truly does know it all! . 
 

ADORATION 
 TUESDAY and THURSDAY 

8:30AM-11:50AM 
 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 

US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Specialist Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Private First Class Sean Keohane 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Captain John G. Miele 
1st Lieutenant Joseph W. Niece 
US Air Force 
Chief  Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 
  

  

US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Sergeant Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Lance Corporal Mark Fredrick   
Lance Corporal Thomas Iafrate 
Captain Stephen Ikalowych 
1st Lieutenant J.P. Maher 
Lance Corporal Cody McGrath  
US Navy 
Lt. Commander Julia Cheringal 
Lieutenant Jonathan Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 
Airman Cody Massa 
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                                            2022 Candlelight Carol Sing 
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark, NJ 
Wednesday December 14 and Thursday December 15 

Performances begin 8PM; doors open at 7PM  
(ramped entrance Ridge St.) 

 
REQUIREMENTS for GODPARENTS 
Godparents play a very important role in your child's spiritual life as 
role models of the faith. They should support not only the child, but 
the parents as well. Additionally, in their role as godparent, they   
represent the  larger Church community and this is a tremendous 
responsibility. The Church has provided guidelines to help parents 
choose the best possible godparents for their children. In recognizing 
the importance of the godparent and their duties:  
Godparent/Sponsor must be at least 16 years old.   
Godparent/Sponsor must be in good standing with the Catholic 
Church. Must be a practicing Catholic (attend Sunday Mass weekly). 
Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Communion, and 
Confirmation. If married, must be married in the Catholic Church. If 
single, not living with significant other, nor married civilly only.   
Godparent/Sponsor cannot be the candidate’s parent. Each child 
only requires one Godparent. If you wish to have two Godparents 
there must be one female and one male.  (Canon Law 872-874)  
 
 
 

Respect Life   
    Any woman who is pregnant and in need of          
assistance? should never feel that abortion is her 
only option. Personal &confidential assistance is available at the following: 
Several Sources 800-662-2678 (24/7) -Heartbeat Int’l: 800-712-4357 
(24/7) -Birthright: 800-550-4900 / Archdiocese Respect Life Office: 
973-497-4350 
 
Cancer Support Group: Prayer-based group meets first and third  
Fridays, 4PM-5PM at Our Lady of Sacred Heart School, Tappan, NY. 
For info’ call Maureen Barbey 914-646-6014.  
Someone You Know Addicted? Nar-Anon Family Groups in North 
Jersey.  www.naranonofnj.org. 
Young Adult Bereavement Support Program: St. Margaret of 
Antioch Church (Doyle Library), Pearl River NY. Are you between the 
ages of 18 & 39 and looking for a safe place to share grief and re-
ceive support? Please join us Tuesdays December 13 and 20 at 
7PM. Advance registration required: 845-735-4746 x 112. 
 

CANDY cANE’s Hidden lesson 
How can a candy treat be a birth announcement? Many years ago a 
candy maker had an idea. He wanted to show, through the candy he 
made, that Jesus Christ was born among us, lived and died to save 
us all. So, through the use of color and shape, he created a piece of 
candy that told the story of Jesus from Christmas to Easter. He 
created the candy cane. The white stripes on the candy cane stand 
for the fact that Jesus was sinless and pure. The small red stripes 
stand for the scourging Jesus endured before He died. The large red 
stripes stand for Jesus’ blood, shed on the cross. The candy cane is 
shaped like a shepherd’s staff, reminding us that Jesus is the Good 
Shepherd. Turn it upside down, and it is a letter “J”, the first letter of 
Jesus’ name. We can learn a lot from the candy cane-both to look at 
it and see Jesus, and, like the candy maker, to share the story of 
Jesus in whatever   we do.  

                   KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 
1  Nazareth.    2. Bethlehem.   3.  Egypt.   4.  House of Bread. 
5.  A manger - which is a container that holds an animal’s food. 

Christmas Greens 
Holly and Mistletoe or other Evergreens have been used to decorate for 
thousands of years in many cultures. Evergreens are symbols of endur-
ing life since they stay “alive” all winter when most plants wither and die. 
Some believed evergreens had magical power due to their constant 
greenness. Homes were decorated with evergreens in the hope of entic-
ing the spirits of the woods inside to bring good luck in the coming year. 
They were twisted into a circle, symbol of eternity, and suspended from 
ceilings after being attached to wagon wheels, brought inside to protect 
them from the winter elements. Candles were often added to give light 
to the room – and presto: Advent wreaths were born! Some consider 
holly “masculine” since it uses its thorns to protect itself, as men use 
weapons to protect themselves; ivy is “feminine” since it entwines or 
embraces whatever it is near. Since mistletoe was thought to bring good 
luck and fertility, the Scandinavians began the custom of “kissing under 
the mistletoe.” In Norse mythology, an evil spirit formed an arrow from 
mistletoe and killed Baldur, the god of innocence, beauty, joy, purity, 
and peace. As his mother wept, her tears became the white berries of 
the mistletoe – and his life was restored! In thanks, his mother, Frigga, 
the goddess of love and beauty, is said to kiss anyone who passes 
under mistletoe. Even enemies would call a truce when they met      
underneath it. 
  

 The Unbeliever 
 

    Once upon a time, there was a man who looked upon Christmas as 
a lot of humbug. He wasn’t a Scrooge. He was a very kind and decent 
person, generous to his family, upright in all his dealing with other men.  
But he didn’t believe all that stuff about an incarnation which churches 
proclaim at Christmas. And he was too honest to pretend that he did.     
“I am truly sorry to distress you,” he told his wife, who was a faithful 
churchgoer, “but I simply cannot understand this claim that God became 
man. It doesn’t make any sense to me.” On Christmas Eve, his wife and 
children went to church for the midnight service. He declined to accom-
pany them. “I’d feel like a hypocrite,” he  explained. “I’d much rather stay 
at home, but I’ll wait up for you.” Shortly after his family drove away in 
the car, snow began to fall. He went to the window and watched the 
flurries getting heavier and heavier. “If we must have Christmas,” he 
reflected “it’s nice to have a white one.” He went back to his chair by the 
fireside and began to read his newspaper. A few minutes later, he was 
startled by a thudding sound. It was quickly followed by another, then 
another. He thought that someone must be throwing snowballs at his 
living-room window. When he went to the front door to investigate, he 
found a flock of birds huddled miserably in the snow. They had been 
caught in the storm, and in a desperate search for shelter had tried to fly 
through his window.  
     “I can’t let these poor creatures lie there and freeze,” he thought. “but 
how can I help them?” Then he remembered the barn where the     
children’s pony was stabled. It would provide a warm shelter. He quickly 
put on his coat and galoshes and tramped through the deepening snow 
to the barn. He opened the doors wide and turned on the light. But the 
birds didn’t come in. “Food will bring them in,” he thought.  So, he    
hurried back to the house for bread crumbs, which he sprinkled on the 
snow to make a trail into the barn. To his dismay, the birds ignored the 
bread crumbs and continued to flop around helplessly in the snow. He 
tried shooing them into the barn by walking around and waving his 
arms. They  scattered in every direction except into the warm, lighted 
barn. “They find me a strange and terrifying creature,” he said to him-
self, “and I can’t seem to think of any way to let them know they can 
trust me. If only I could be a bird myself and for a few minutes, perhaps  
I could lead them to safety.” Just at that moment, the church bells began 
to ring. He stood silently for a while, listening to the bells pealing the 
glad tidings of Christmas. Then he sank to his knees in the snow.  “Now 
I understand,” he whispered. “Now I see why You had to do it.” 
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GAUDETE SUNDAY 
Today is Gaudete Sunday – Rejoicing Sunday -"rejoice"- because the 
Entrance Antiphon of Holy Mass takes up St Paul's words in the Letter 
to the Philippians where it says: "Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I 
say, Rejoice". Today we light the rose candle on the Advent Wreath as 
we rejoice in the Lord’s coming.   
    

Why ROSE today? 
   The season of Advent originated as a fast of forty days in preparation 
for Christmas, commencing on the day after the feast of St. Martin 
(November 12). 
   St. Gregory the Great was the first to draw up an Office for the Advent 
season, and the Gregorian Sacramentary is the earliest to provide 
Masses for the Sundays of Advent.  In both Office and Mass, provision 
is made for five Sundays, but by the tenth century four was the usual   
number, though some churches of France observed five as late as the 
thirteenth century. 
   Notwithstanding all these modifications, however, Advent still pre-
served most of the characteristics of a penitential season which made it 
a kind of counterpart to Lent, the middle (or third) Sunday corresponding 
with Laetare or Mid-Lent Sunday. On it, as on Laetare Sunday, the    
organ and flowers, forbidden during the rest of the season, were permit-
ted to be used; rose-colored vestments were allowed instead of purple 
(or black, as formerly). Gaudete Sunday, therefore, makes a breaker 
like Laetare Sunday, about midway through a season which is otherwise 
of a penitential character, and signifies the nearness of the Lord's  

c   o   m   i   n   g. 
*** *** *** 

A farmer whose crops were more plentiful than those of his neighbors, 
on being asked how this happened with such unvarying regularity, said 
he was not surprised because  He Always Had 

The Kind Of Weather He 
Wanted. He was asked to explain. He said: "It is 
so because I want whatever kind of weather God wants, and because I 
do, He gives me the harvests I want.'' If souls resigned to God's will are 
humiliated, says Salvian, they want to be humiliated; if they are poor, 
they want to be poor; in short, whatever happens is acceptable to them, 
hence they are truly at peace in this life. In cold and heat, in rain and 
wind, the soul united to God says: "I want it to be warm, to be cold, 
windy, to rain, because God wills it." 
  

KIDZ KORNER 
1. In what city did Mary reside?  
2. In what city was Jesus born?  
3. To what country did Mary and Joseph flee with the baby Jesus?  
4. What does the translation of the name Bethlehem mean? 
5. After He was born where did Mary place baby Jesus?  

Answers on page 4 
  

Silence of St. Joseph 
   Joseph's silence in the Gospel, does not demonstrate an empty 
interior, but rather the fullness of faith that he carries in his heart. 
Let's allow ourselves to be ‘infected' by the silence of St. Joseph! 
   Silence is so lacking in this world which is often too noisy, which is 
not favorable to recollection and listening to the voice of God. In this 
time of preparation for Christmas, let us cultivate interior recollection 
so as to receive and keep Jesus in our lives."   - Benedict XVI 

THE "O ANTIPHONS" OF ADVENT 
The Roman Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons since at least        
the eighth century. They are the antiphons that accompany the Magnificat     
canticle of Evening Prayer from December 17-23. Since the Second     
Vatican Council, they have also been adapted (slightly reworded and     
rearranged) for the "Alleluia Verse" of the Mass (the short scriptural text or 
paraphrase that immediately precedes the Gospel reading). Each       
Antiphon invokes the coming of the Messiah, beginning with a biblical title 
and closing with a specific petition. They are a magnificent theology that 
uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of the Old 
Testament to proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old 
Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated use of the 
imperative "Come!" embodies the longing of all for the Divine Messiah.  

December 17 
O Wisdom of our God Most High, guiding creation with power and love:  

come to teach us the path of knowledge! 
December 18 

O Leader of the House of Israel, giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai: 
come to rescue us with your mighty power! 

December 19 
O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love for all his people: 

come to save us without delay! 
December 20 

O Key of David, opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom: 
come and free the prisoners of darkness! 

December 21 
O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 

come and shine on those who dwell in darkness  
and in the shadow of death. 

December 22 
O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: 

come and save man, whom you formed from the dust! 
December 23 

O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:  
come to save us, Lord our God!  

—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers 
 

CLOWN’S Gift for Christmas 
There is an old story about a weary, way-worn juggler who performs his 
very last act before a statue of the Virgin Mother and Child in a dark 
church on Christmas Eve. This playful gift of flying colored balls was a     
gift of delight offered to the Monarchs of Heaven, and one blessed by a 
miracle when the image of the Child catches the last falling ball even as 
the clown falls to the floor in death - his soul in the hand of God. 
  

A Little “Procrastination” Humor  … 
                                     for all who are pressed for time:  
"If it weren't for the last minute, I wouldn't get anything done." ~Unknown 
"One of these days I'm going to get help for my procrastination problem."         
                                                                                                     ~Unknown 
"The sooner I fall behind, the more time I have to catch up." ~Unknown 
"After all is said and done, more is said than done." ~Anonymous 
"Never put off until tomorrow what you can do the day after tomorrow."  
                                                                                                 ~Mark Twain 
"The best part about procrastination is that you are never bored, because  
  you have all kinds of things that you should be doing." ~Anonymous 
“Someday is not a day of the week.” ~Author Unknown 
"The worst form of procrastination is reading a procrastination quote,  
  feeling the guilt and not doing anything about it."    ~Unknown 
 

Remember Christ is the Reason for the Season. 
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