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Sunday, December 25, 2022 
Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

  
  WELCOME 
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                                In Residence-Convent 
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        Lesa Rossmann           Martin Coyne II            
       Ministers of Music          Parish Trustees     
                                                                               

    Jorden Pedersen Esq.                     Jon Fischer CFA 
 President Parish Council          Chairman Finance Committee 
  
  
   
  

SPECIAL MASSES OR DEVOTIONS: 
First Friday: 7:00pm, Mass of Sacred Heart & Devotions 
First Saturday: 8:00am, Mass of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
First Saturday: 12:00pm, Mass for Souls in Purgatory 
  

Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Anthony: Tuesday 
St. Joseph:  Wednesday 
St. Jude:  Thursday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
St. Peregrine: First Friday of the Month 
Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & after 12:00Noon Mass 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
                   Christmas Eve, December 24 

3:30pm Christmas Carols/Pageant & 4:00pm Family Mass  
in OLV Gym   

  4:15pm Mass in Church (Live Streamed) 
  5:30pm Mass in Church 
  7:00pm Mass in Church 
  9:00pm Latin Mass in Church 
         Christmas Day, December 25 
                    Midnight Mass in Church (Live-Streamed) 
              (Christmas Carols 30 minutes before Mass)  
  8:00am Mass in Church 
  10:00am Mass in Church 
  12:00Noon Mass in Church 
  1:00pm Spanish Mass in Church 
 

 

     NO 6PM EVENING MASS Christmas Day  

Merry Christmas  
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Fr. Wojciech’s Corner 

  But you, O Bethlehem Eph′rathah, 
  who are little to be among the clans of Judah, 
  from you shall come forth for me. 
  one who is to be ruler in Israel.       Micah 5:2 

God loves and is attracted by poverty, especially our spiritual poverty. 
He chose the womb of the lowliest Virgin Maiden to be conceived as a 
tiny human being and to start in poverty, without anything to give. He 
chose one of the poorest towns - Bethlehem - to be born and thus to 
begin His great mission of salvation. He chose the ugliest (not the most 
beautiful), the most despicable, the most humble possible place -stable, 
a manger to begin to change the world. He chose to start in nothingness. 
What a paradox/contradiction. What a lesson for us. What a lesson to 
embrace our own limitations, weaknesses, poverties etc., where God will 
make Himself present. God comes this Christmas to be God with us-
Emmanuel. He deliberately chose this insignificant way to begin our way 
of greatness. May the Solemnities of His HOLY birth surprise us to see 
that nothing is impossible for God. 
                                                  Dear OLV Family, friends and visitors,  

on behalf of Fr. Ed and our Parish Staff 

Merry Christmas to ALL! 
 

Oh my Jesus!  
Let me climb to You on the steps of humility,  

on which You came down to me. 
—St. Elizabeth  Ann Seton 

 
 Nice Polish Tradition! 
   I remember this beautiful tradition on Christmas Eve of gathering as a 
family at the dinner table next to the manger and Christmas tree, and 
before starting a meal to hear normally the father proclaim the gospel of 
Luke (Lk 2:1-14) about the birth of Jesus. Then we exchange Christmas 
wishes (also thank-you’s and sorry’s) and break the wafer - oplatek - 
which symbolizes Christ who comes in Bethlehem (city of bread) to  
become THE BREAD for us. Then we sing some carols, eat a splendid 
meal. Plates in some homes are even placed on the tablecloth under 
which there is hay in memory of the manger in which Christ our true food 
was placed - His first plate was made of hay, what a humility. We also 
leave a plate at the table empty for Christ who might come that night, as 
Advent taught us to be waiting and vigilant. He might come as a poor 
person that night as well. As a kid, these traditions taught me to focus 
my life on waiting for Christ. After the meal we exchange gifts. There is a 
beautiful tradition of waiting, while singing Christmas carols, for Midnight 
Mass         - THE BEST BREAD - and in HIM find everything!  
   

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 
 

A man is overcome by great awe when he considers the miracle of God 
descending, abiding in a mother's womb, assuming a human body with 
his divine essence, willingly growing in his mother's uterus for nine 
months, and the fact that this womb made of flesh was able to carry such 
fire-a flame abiding in this delicate body without burning it. -Ephrem the Syrian. 
 

Humility means that God, being the creator, the Lord of the 
universe, has hidden himself under a baby, under a piece of 
bread—and I must say that this is what fascinates me also 
about Jesus.          —Cardinal RANIERO CANTALAMESSA, OFM CAP 

 
BEEFSTEAK DINNER - January 21, 2023   

Our Lady of Victories Knights of Columbus Council 14483 
7:00PM    $40 per person  

Ticket Sales Jan. 7/8 and Jan. 14/15 after Masses 

to us.
  

CHRISTMAS BANNED!!! 
     Can you imagine not being permitted to freely say “Merry Christmas?” 
Can you imagine having to conceal your beliefs by describing them in 
seemingly unrelated words, like singing an apparently happy, almost   
nonsensical song when it is really about your beliefs?  For Catholics 
those conditions did occur in England as well as other places between 
1558 and 1829. 
     The Christmas carol The Twelve Days of Christmas, in fact, is a result 
of Catholics needing to conceal their beliefs in this way, according to   
The Handbook of Catholic Sacramentals by Ann Ball (Our Sunday    
Visitor, Huntington, Ind.).  Written in England as a catechism for young 
Catholics, The Twelve Days of Christmas contains hidden meanings 
intended to help children remember lessons of faith.  Instead of referring 
to an earthly suitor, the “true love” mentioned in the song really refers to 
God. The “me” who receives the presents is symbolic of every baptized 
person. 
     The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ. In the song, Christ is    
symbolically presented as a mother partridge, a bird that feigns injury to 
decoy predators away from its helpless nestlings. 
The meaning of the other symbols are: 
Two turtle doves - The Old and New Testaments 
Three French hens - Faith, Hope, and Charity 
Four calling birds - The four Gospels 
Five golden rings - The first five books of the Old Testament 
Six geese a-laying - The six days of creation 
Seven swans a-swimming - Seven gifts of  the Holy Spirit 
Eight maids a-milking - The eight Beatitudes 
Nine ladies dancing - Nine fruits of the Holy Spirit 
Ten lords a-leaping - The Ten Commandments 
Eleven pipers piping - The eleven faithful disciples 
Twelve drummers drumming - The twelve points of belief in the 
     Apostles Creed.  
 

Eight Gifts That Do Not Cost a Cent 
1) The Gift of Listening…But you must REALLY listen. No interrupt-
ing, no daydreaming, no planning your response. Just listening. 
2) The Gift of Affection…Be generous with the appropriate hugs, 
kisses, pats on the back, and handholds. Let these small actions 
demonstrate the love you have for family and friends. 
3) The Gift of Laughter…Clip cartoons. Share articles and funny 
stories.  Your friends will say, "I love to laugh with you." 
4) The Gift of a Written Note…It can be a simple "Thanks for the 
help" note, or a full sonnet. A brief, handwritten note may be remem-
bered for a lifetime, and may even change a life. 
5) The Gift of a Compliment... A simple and sincere, "You look 
great in red," or "You did a super job," or "That was a wonderful 
meal," make someone's day. 
6) The Gift of a Favor...Go out of your way to do something kind for 
someone. 
7) The Gift of Solitude…There are times when we want nothing 
better than to be left alone. Be sensitive to those times and give the 
gift of solitude to others. 
8) The Gift of Cheerful Disposition … The easiest way to feel good 
is to extend a kind word to  someone. It is not that hard to say: Hello 
or Thank You. Friends are a very rare jewel indeed. They make you 
smile and encourage you to succeed. They lend an ear, they share a 
word of praise, and they always want to open their hearts to us. 
  

Christ - Best Christmas GIFT 



Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and 
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their   
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for 
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                             Pray for Our Sick 
Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the sick of the Parish 
may be restored to health and all those who assist and care for the sick will  be 
given the strength to continue God’s Will: infants Edith Rose, Cordelia, Emmet 
Fischer, Jonathan & Joseph; little boys Antonio & Shane, Michael Baruch,         
Jim Beardsley, Julie Berbert, Richard Bolton, Robert Brawley, Paul Brennan, 

Dominic Carini, Kevin Columbo, Eddie Cooper, Marie D’Ascenzo, Cathy Daleo, 
Maryann Dean, Vincent DePaola, Marge Devitt, Guy DeSantis, Lynne Diorio, 
Carl Falasca, Michael Fallon, Kathleen Falotico, Dan Filippone, Jeremy Fillis, 
Mary Foley, Walter Flaherty, Phil Gangusa & Vicky Ferrara, Ken Grier, Amy Hart-
well, Martin & Mavis Ince, Dianne Kaiser, Dee Kaiser, Gerald & Josephine 
Kasper, Pat Kissane, Christina Kenny, Joseph Koch, Mary Lowe, Robert Mayer, 
James McGarry, Michael McMahon, Kim McWilliams, Gianna Moscatello, Rose Marie 
Myers, Natalie Niebergall, John Pal, Tom Paskewich, Joan Phalon, Canice Prince, William 
Ragu, Dan & Phyllis Ragusa, Ryan Reid, Debra Rendon, Louise & Vincent Ric-
ciardi, Veronica Romanchuk, Beth Sacco, Samantha Sconzo, Peggy Shedden, 
Carole Stonitsch, Charles Touw, Aileen Vassar, Howard Walsh, Megan 
Weingarten, Hope White, Maria Williams, Daniel Wu, Mary Young, Brian, Carla, 
Chris, Christina, Dierdre, Edward, Elba, Jennifer, Joann, John, Karen, Lauren, Lisa, Lou, 
Lucas, Lynn, Mary, Margaret, Michelle, Patrick, Peter, Robert, Remy and Silvie, 
Samantha, Sean, Sharon, Steven, Tina W., Tom, Tara M. 
  

  

Parish Registration All Roman Catholics over 18 years, even 
those not living on their own, are expected to officially register in their     
parish. If you do NOT receive the Easter or Christmas mailing, you are 
probably NOT registered! For more information, or to obtain a registration 
form, see a priest or deacon or call or email Maria at the parish office. Why 
register? We strongly encourage you to register, even if you do not wish to 
receive weekly contribution envelopes, so we can include you on our mail-
ing list. Only registered members of the parish can enroll a child in Religious 
Formation, obtain a Sponsor Certificate or Godparent Eligibility Form, or any 
other recommendations or documentation. Parents of Catholic School   
children requesting a parish subsidy are required to be active parishioners 
both in Mass attendance  and financial assistance to this parish. Further-
more, to obtain a Sponsor (Godparent) Certificate, letter of recommenda-
tion, or other documentation, you must fulfill any canonical (Church Law) 
requirements for such documentation. 
 
 

FRIDAYS outside Lent  
The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are designated as days of       
Penance. Each individual should abstain from meat or may substitute 
some other practice of voluntary self-denial as penance. 

Pray for Those in the Military 
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  Mass Intentions 
Monday, December 26–St. Stephen-first martyr 
8:00   Intentions of Anna Heaney                                      R/b John Heaney 
12:00 Betty Janosky                                      R/b Jim and Loretta McKenna 
Tuesday, December 27– St. John, Apostle and Evangelist  
8:00   Lorraine Degerdon                                      R/b Carl and Ellen Sutter 
12:00 Bambi Tascarella                                                R/b Denise Isidoridy                    
Wednesday, December 28–The Holy Innocents-Martyrs  
8:00  Cristino Coviello                                                R/b the Supple Family 
12:00 James McGrath Jr.                        R/b Dennis and Kathleen Falotico 
Thursday, December 29–St. Thomas Becket, bishop, martyr  
8:00 Frank Muggeo                                              R/b Bob and Sue Muggeo 
12:00 Donald Younghans                                                             R/b Fr. Ed 
Friday, December 30-The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  
 8:00  George W. Smith                                R/b William and Dianne Smith 
12:00 Sven Carlson                                           R/b Peter and Linda Wayne 
Saturday, December 31–St. Sylvester I, Pope                                                          
8:00 Frank and Elsie Reeves                                 R/b the Anzalone Family  
12:00 George W. Smith                                             R/b the Oakley Family 
4:00 Marian Rose Steier 
5:00 William J. Sweeney                                R/b George and Gail Fabiano 
   

Sunday, January 1–Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
7:00 Ann Benish                                                           R/b the Poggi Family 
8:00 Thomas and Peter Haring                                  R/b the Haring Family 
9:30 David and Kathleen Musante           R/b Maria and Jeanette Musante  
     NO 10AM Family Mass  
10:45 Kathleen Nemecek                                          R/b Gregory Nemecek 
12:00 Joseph Pisarek                                                R/b the Pisarek Family 
1:00 People of the Parish 
6:00 Intentions of David Hughes                          R/b Dan and Karen Brady 
 

                                                                                                  Sanctuary Memorials (this week) 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn for the repose of the soul of Bob Hamilla,  
   r/b Ann Hamilla. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp will burn for the  intentions of    
   Anna Heaney, r/b John Heaney. 
The St. Joseph Votive Lamp will burn for the intentions of Anna  
   Heaney, r/b John Heaney. 
The Hosts and Wine which will become the Body and Blood of Our Lord  
   Jesus Christ at Holy Mass this week have been donated for the  
   intentions of Anna Heaney, r/b John Heaney. 
CORRECTION TO MEMORIALS  - WEEK OF DEC 18 
The St. Joseph Votive Lamp will burn for the repose of the souls of Rose and Dan 
   Palumbo, r/b William and Carole DeBrino,  
 

                                       My Parish—My Responsibility 
Thank you to those who so generously continue to support our parish by mail-
ing in your donations. At the same time, we understand that some have been 
laid off from their work or are experiencing decreased income and are unable 
to continue their donations at this time. Donations/offering envelopes may be 
mailed to OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn Street, Harrington Park, NJ 07640. Thank you 
for your generosity. 

                                       

KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 
1. Bethlehem.  2. The House of Bread - Beth in Hebrew is house and lehem 
bread. 3. God saves. 4. The Shepherds. 5. The Angels told them while they 
were in the field.  6. An ox and a donkey, according to Isaiah 1:3   

US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Specialist Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Private First Class Sean Keohane 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Captain John G. Miele 
1st Lieutenant Joseph W. Niece 
US Air Force 
Chief  Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 
  

  

US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Sergeant Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Lance Corporal Mark Fredrick   
Lance Corporal Thomas Iafrate 
Captain Stephen Ikalowych 
1st Lieutenant J.P. Maher 
Lance Corporal Cody McGrath  
US Navy 
Lt. Commander Julia Cheringal 
Lieutenant Jonathan Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 
Airman Cody Massa 

NEW  YEAR MASS SCHEDULE  
follows  REGULAR WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 4pm and 5pm 
Sunday:   7am, 8am Latin, 9:30am LIVE STREAMED,  

      NO 10am Family Mass, 10:45am,12pm,1pm Spanish,                     
6pm Mass 



REQUIREMENTS for GODPARENTS 
Godparents play a very important role in your child's spiritual life as role 
models of the faith. They should support not only the child, but the par-
ents as well. Additionally, in their role as godparent, they represent the  
larger Church community and this is a tremendous responsibility. The 
Church has provided guidelines to help parents choose the best possi-
ble godparents for their children. In recognizing the importance of the 
godparent and their duties: Godparent/Sponsor must be at least 16 
years old.   Godparent/Sponsor must be in good standing with the 
Catholic Church. Must be a practicing Catholic (attend Sunday Mass week-
ly). Must have received the Sacraments of Baptism, Communion, and 
Confirmation. If married, must be married in the Catholic Church. If 
single, not living with significant other, nor married civilly only. God-
parent/Sponsor cannot be the candidate’s parent. Each child only 
requires one Godparent. If you wish to have two Godparents there must 
be one female and one male.  (Canon Law 872-874)  
 
 

Respect Life Any woman who is pregnant 
and in need of  assistance? should never feel that abortion is her 
only option. For Personal &confidential assistance contact the follow-
ing: Several Sources 800-662-2678 (24/7) -Heartbeat Int’l: 800-712-
4357 (24/7) -Birthright: 800-550-4900 / Archdiocese Respect Life Of-
fice: 973-497-4350 
Cancer Support Group:  Prayer-based group meets first and third Fridays, 
4PM-5PM at Our Lady of Sacred Heart School, Tappan, NY. For info’ 
call Maureen Barbey 914-646-6014.  
Someone You Know Addicted? Nar-Anon Family Groups in North 
Jersey.  www.naranonofnj.org. 
  
 

 Christmas Colors  
The liturgical color for Christmas is white, often trimmed in silver and 
gold, but the ‘secular’ colors for Christmas are red, white and green. 
Some say that this is because of how the red and green poinsettia 
plant and holly of wintertime contrast with the white snow. (Is St. Valen-
tine’s Day red, and St. Patrick’s Day green, so stores can get rid of all 
their green and red stuff?) Red symbolizes love (the heart) and reflects 
our warmth (fire) and love for each other. It is also the color that is 
considered the greatest excitement. As a religious symbol it stands for 
fire, blood, and charity. Red vestments are worn twice during the    
octave of Christmas: 12/26 the feast of the first martyr St. Stephen, and 
12/28 the Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs. Green symbolizes 
hope, the eternal longing for spring, and all the promises of the future. 
Green is the symbol for nature, youth, and the hope of eternal life. 
Since Christmas is a feast of hope, with a newborn child as its central 
symbol, green plants like holly, pine trees, ivy, and mistletoe are all 
closely associated with Christmas. White stands for purity and is repre-
sented by the crystalline form of water and the snowflake. White is the 
religious symbol which stands for light, purity, joy and glory. White is 
seen in the robes of Christmas angels and the clergy, in Santa’s beard, 
in Christmas snow and snow flakes. 
 

KIDZ KORNER Christmas SPECIAL 
1. In what town was Jesus born? 
2. What is the meaning of the name of the town where Jesus was born? 
3. What does the name Jesus mean?    
4. Who came first to visit the newborn baby Jesus? 
5. How did they find out where Jesus was born? 
6. What were the two animals present at Jesus’ birth  
    and where can we find the proof of it? 
                             Answers on page 3 

  

 Mary’s  Dream 
I had a dream, Joseph. I do not understand it, not 
really, but I think it was about a birthday celebration 
for our Son. I think that was what it was all about. 
The people had been preparing for it for about six 
weeks. They had decorated the house and bought 
new gifts. It was peculiar, though, because the pre-
sents weren't for our Son. They wrapped them in 

beautiful paper and tied them with lovely bows and stacked them 
under a tree. Yes, a tree, Joseph, right in their house.  
They decorated the tree, too. The branches were full of glowing balls 
and sparkling ornaments. There was a figure on the top of the tree. It 
looked like an angel might look. Oh, it was beautiful! Everyone was 
laughing and happy. They were all excited about the gifts. 
They gave the gifts to each other, Joseph, not to our Son. I don't think 
they even knew Him. They never mentioned His name. Doesn't it seem 
odd for people to go to all that trouble to celebrate someone's birthday 
if they don't know Him? I had the strangest feeling that if our Son had 
gone to this celebration, He would have been intruding.  
Everything was so beautiful, Joseph, and everyone so full of cheer, but 
it made me want to cry. How sad for Jesus, not to be wanted at His 
own birthday celebration.  
I'm glad it was only a dream. How terrible, Joseph, if it had been real.  

 
It is Jesus’s Birthday  

Do not forget HIM 
HAPPY Birthday Jesus 

 

   The Octave of Christmas is celebrated from Christmas 
day to January 1st, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. The Church 
recognizes that the days of the Christmas Octave are the same as the 
solemnity of Christmas for eight days, concluding on a high note with an-
other solemnity that echoes the solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord. 
   Octave means an eight-day celebration, that is, the prolongation of a 
feast to the eighth day (dies octava) inclusive. The feast itself is considered 
the first day, and it is followed by six days called “days within the octave.” 
The eighth or octave day is kept with greater solemnity than the “days 
within the octave”    With Christ Through the Year, Bernard Strasser, 1947, p. 39. 
 

 Poinsettia and Baby Jesus?! 
Poinsettias are native to southern Mexico, Central America, Africa, and 
even in the wild in Hawaii and Puerto Rico. They are named after Joel 
Roberts Poinsett, the first US ambassador to Mexico. As a statesman and 
a botanist, he introduced the American elm to Mexico – and brought the 
beautiful Mexican shrub with large red flowers he found growing on the 
roadside to the USA in the 1820’s. Although South Carolina was their first 
‘home’, they were first sold in Pennsylvania; currently the leading producer 
of poinsettias is the State of California. Ancient Mayan Indians believed 
poinsettias were powerful creatures from another world. A legend with 
many variations tells how they became a Christmas flower. In each version 
a poor child - who could not afford a gift to offer to Christ on Christmas Eve 
- picked weeds from the roadside; the child had been told that any humble 
gift, given in love, would be acceptable to God. Once inside the church the 
weeds bloomed into red and green flowers, which many proclaimed a 
Christmas miracle! From that day on, the bright red flowers were known    
as the “Flores de Noche Buena” or “Flowers of the Holy Night” - for they 
always bloom during Christmas.   
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St. Leo the Great on Nativity 
   Dearly beloved, today our Savior is born; let us rejoice. Sadness should 
have no place on the birthday of life. The fear of death has been swallowed 
up; life brings us joy with the promise of eternal happiness.  
   No one is shut out from this joy; all share the same reason for rejoicing. 
Our Lord, victor over sin and death, finding no man free from sin, came to 
free us all. Let the saint rejoice as he sees the palm of victory at hand. Let 
the sinner be glad as he receives the offer of forgiveness. Let the pagan take 
courage as he is summoned to life. 
   In the fullness of time, chosen in the unfathomable depths of God’s      
wisdom, the Son of God took for himself our common humanity in order to 
reconcile it with its creator. He came to overthrow the devil, the origin of 
death, in that very nature by which he had overthrown mankind. 
   And so at the birth of our Lord the angels sing in joy: Glory to God in      
the highest, and they proclaim peace to men of good will as they see the 
heavenly Jerusalem being built from all the nations of the world. When the 
angels on high are so exultant at this marvelous work of God’s goodness, 
what joy should it not bring to the lowly hearts of men? 
   Beloved, let us give thanks to God the Father, through his Son, in the Holy 
Spirit, because in his great love for us he took pity on us, and when we were 
dead in our sins he brought us to life with Christ, so that in him we might be 
a new creation. Let us throw off our old nature and all its ways and, as we 
have come to birth in Christ, let us renounce the works of the flesh. 
   Christian, remember your dignity, and now that you share in God’s own 
nature, do not return by sin to your former base condition. Bear in mind who 
is your head and of whose body you are a member. Do not forget that you 
have been rescued from the power of darkness and brought into the light      
of God’s kingdom. 
   Through the sacrament of baptism you have become a temple of the Holy 
Spirit. Do not drive away so great a guest by evil conduct and become again 
a slave to the devil, for your liberty was bought by the blood of Christ. 
 

 Story of a Wish 
   Once upon a time there lived a fisherman and his wife. Their home was a 
humble two-room cottage with a tiny garden and a well. Every day the         
fisherman would go out in his little boat and in the evening bring home his 
catch, sometimes good, sometimes poor. This was their livelihood. But the 
fisherman's wife was discontented. "Why should I have to live in this hovel? 
Is it too much to expect a decent home with water and electricity and a  
kitchen? I wish I was a lady." Her continual grousing made the fisherman 
quite miserable. 
   One day, something happened which changed their lives. The man caught 
a strange and beautiful fish which startled him by speaking. "Please throw 
me back into the sea and I'll grant whatever you wish." The fisherman 
thought a bit and then replied, "So be it. I wish my wife was a lady and lived 
in a proper house with water, electricity and a kitchen." 
   When he returned that evening, he found that his wish had been          
granted, and his wife was very pleased. But as the months passed she   
began to grumble again, "Is it too much to expect something better than     
this pokey house? I wish I was a Duchess with a mansion and servants and 
a carriage. Why did you ask for so little? I'm sure the fish meant us to do 
better than this." 
   Driven by her constant nagging, the fisherman tried to contact the fish 
again and rowed his boat to the spot. No sooner had he called than the fish 
appeared and agreed to his request. But the duchess was still not satisfied. 
Within a month she was grumbling and complaining again. "I wish I was a 
queen, go and see your fish again". And so he did. 
   Life in the palace was luxurious, but the fisherman's wife, now a queen, 
wasn't content for long. "What I would really like" she said, "would be to be 
God. I'm sure your fish will understand that this is what I wanted all along." 
   When the man returned from his last visit to his fishy friend, he found no 
palace on the shore, no mansion, not a house. Not even his little old cottage 
was there. But then he heard crying, and noticing a cave in the cliff face, he 
went closer. Inside it was fashioned into a rough stable. There were 2 oxen 
and a donkey. And in the manger a little baby lay crying. 
                                    The fisherman's wife had her wish. 

THE DEEPER MEANING OF CHRISTMAS 
We all know the elements of the Christmas story: Caesar’s census and 
Herod, shepherds and Magi, ox , swaddling clothes & manger, a stable 
and not room in the inn, Bethlehem and the Prince of Peace.  But under-
neath each of these people, places, and things, there is deeper meaning 
that often goes unnoticed. 
In the days of Caesar Augustus, an era of peace finally dawns on the 
civilized world after centuries of strife. But this peace results from the 
proud ambition of emperors and the swords of their legions. 
CHRISTMAS – CAESAR, KINGS & A MANGER In the ancient land 
of Judea, mysterious dignitaries from the East arrive with tales of a      
star that heralds the birth of a great king. Neither Caesar nor Herod will 
tolerate any rivals. So brutal hordes are sent to slay all the infants in the 
region to make sure the usurper is eliminated. The thugs are thwarted, 
but only for a season. For the royal child is laid in a manger, and the 
wood of that manger foreshadows the wood of the cross. Caesar and 
Herod were bound to misunderstand Him. They climbed their way to the 
top, stepping on all who stood in their path. Jesus emptied himself and 
plunged to the bottom, from the glory of heaven to the squalor of a sta-
ble. Pharaohs and Caesars strained towards immortality. Yet He who 
was Immortal by nature embraced mortality. The great ones of the world 
exalted themselves.  In the very act of being born, He humbled himself. 
OX, ASS & SWADDLING CLOTHES You would think that He would 
have chosen to make his debut in Rome or Athens. But He selected an 
obscure desert town in a dusty, provincial outpost. Even in this humble 
spot, not even a seedy inn would make room for Him. So they had   
recourse to a cave, welcomed only by animals.  Isaiah said it well: “an ox 
knows its owner, and an ass its master’s manger; but Israel does not 
know, my people has not understood” (Isaiah 1:2). Everything that    
happened on that first Christmas was in fulfillment of Scripture. He      
was born in Bethlehem, a town whose name means “house of bread.” 
Though His crib was a manger–a feeding trough–they did not understand 
that He was the Bread of Life. He was wrapped, like Solomon, in swad-
dling clothes (Wisdom 7:4-5), but they did not recognized him as the new 
King and embodiment of divine wisdom.  
SHEPHERDS & MAGI The only people who recognized Him were 
shepherds, the humblest in society, and Magi, the wisest. But most  
Israelites, like us, were neither very humble nor very wise, so they 
missed it. They especially missed this–that one of the birthday gifts was 
incense, used in the worship of gods. He was not only king, wise man, 
messiah, and savior–he was God incarnate.  
  How could Jews have believed this? God is infinite, invulnerable, and 
omnipotent. What is more vulnerable, fragile, and helpless than an    
infant? Is it possible that the Eternal be born in time? Can the Divine 
Word be a child at the breast, incapable of speech? Can a mere teenage 
girl be the Mother of God? 
   It was just as hard for the pagans to believe it. For their philosophers 
had taught that God is spirit and the body is a prison. Salvation for them 
meant liberation from the confines of the physical body. So the idea that 
a divine Savior would embrace human flesh just did not make sense. 
   Love sometimes does strange things. It takes great risks and goes to 
extreme lengths that many would call foolish. On that first Christmas day, 
God’s foolishness was wiser than men, and his weakness was stronger 
than men. It took them all by surprise. 
CHRISTMAS & THE PRINCE OF PEACE But this, of course, was 
part of God’s strategy. The element of surprise is critical in warfare. And 
Christmas was an act of warfare. In fact it was D-Day, the day of deliver-
ance. The preparation had taken centuries, but now it was time for the 
Conqueror to land on enemy occupied territory. He came in humility, and 
would finish the conquest thirty years later by the greatest act of humility 
the world had ever seen. 

“Peace on Earth, Good will towards men.” 
True peace can never be forged by steel, but only by love.  It is the hum-
ble babe in the manger, not Caesar in his chariot, who is the real prince 
of peace.                        By Dr. Marcellino D'Ambrosio at Crosroads initiative.com  
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