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  WELCOME 
  

To the Parish Family of 
OUR LADY OF VICTORIES 

 

 The Little Church with a BIG Heart  
  

 Parish Office  201-768-1706 
  
  

COME WORSHIP WITH US 
  

Rev. Wojciech Jaśkowiak  
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Rev. Edmond P. Ilg 

Parochial Vicar 
 

Mr. Thomas Lagatol   Mr. Albert McLaughlin                                                                         
Deacons  

   

Maria Hellrigel - Parish Secretary      
                                       201-768-1706    

  
Religious Education (CCD) 

           Susan Evanella           Denise Coulter (LSEC) 
 

                                  201-768-1400 
 

 

  Sr. Elizabeth Holler, SC       Sr. Mary Corrigan, SC 
                                In Residence-Convent 
 
                                                         Martin Coyne II  
        Lesa Rossmann                         Dean Ubriaco            
        Music Ministry                           Parish Trustees  
    
                                                                               
    Jorden Pedersen Esq.                     Jon Fischer CFA 
 President Parish Council         Chairman Finance Committee  

SPECIAL MASSES OR DEVOTIONS: 
First Friday: 7:00pm, Mass of Sacred Heart & Devotions 
First Saturday: 8:00am, Mass of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
First Saturday: 12:00pm, Mass for Souls in Purgatory 
 

 Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Anthony: Tuesday 
St. Joseph:  Wednesday 
St. Jude:  Thursday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
Bl. Miriam Teresa Demjanovich: Friday 
St. Peregrine: First Friday of the Month 
Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & after 12:00Noon Mass 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: 
Mon.-Sat.: 7:30-7:50am.  Saturday: 11:00-11:50am; 3:00-3:45pm 
  THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism call the rectory. 
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
 THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Sick calls at any time in emergency.  
 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood or Religious 
Life should contact the Vocations Office at 973.497.4365. 

Sunday, May 4, 2024 AD 

May is  
Dedicated   

to the 
Blessed 
Virgin  
Mary 

 

Jubilee 
Year  
of  

Hope 



 - 2 -     Our Lady of Victories, Harrington Park/River Vale N.J. 

2025 Jubilee Year 
Wedding Anniversary Mass 
Sunday June 1, 2025 - 3pm 

The Archdiocese of Newark is preparing the annual tradition of  honor-
ing those couples who will be celebrating five, twenty-five and fifty 
years of Christian marriage in 2025. This year there will be ONE     
anniversary liturgy for all couples from all counties - celebrated by 
Cardinal Joseph Tobin on Sunday, June 1, at 3PM at the Cathedral 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. Registration due by     
Saturday, May 10. Please contact the rectory to register.                          

2025 A  A  Please prayerfully consider donating 
to the Annual Appeal. Our parish goal is $61,292. Appeal envelopes are 
available in the Church. Thank you to those who have already donated. To 
date pledges total $54,750. Drop your appeal envelopes in the collection 
basket at Mass or mail directly to the processing center. If you mail your 
donation directly, please let Maria (our secretary) know to ensure OLV 
parish receives credit. Visit olvhp.org and click on 2025 Annual Appeal.  

Fr. Wojciech’s Corner -   
 

      Thumbs up! This past Friday and Saturday 26 First Holy Commu-
nicants received the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of our Risen 
Lord. Congratulations on such a significant occasion. Please keep 
them and their families in your prayers. Now as regular Sunday Mass 
attendants may they enjoy receiving Eucharistic Christ that is such a 
great TREASURE we have. “Unless you eat the Body of the Son of 
man and drink His Blood, you have no life within you.” John 6:53 
   This Tuesday and Thursday 39 candidates will be sealed with the Gift 
of the Holy Spirit by Bp. Saporito in the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
They will be witnesses of Christ on their own, owning their faith in this 
world. I am always edified to see how some of our previous Confirmandi 
attend Mass regularly and even bring others with them. 
   To all who helped us already to fill out the survey, thank you. For those 
who did not, see the info below. Continuing on thank you’s... Thank you to 
all who helped us with Annual Appeal so far.  
   Next weekend OLV KofC will lead the Baby bottle collection to    
benefit pro-life organizations that assist Mothers and their babies in 
need. 
   This Wednesday, Conclave will begin. We pray to St. Joseph whose 
original feast was on that day to protect the Church. 
   May is the month of Mary. I encourage all to be creative children of 
Her and dedicate a daily prayer or some other form of tribute to Her.  
 

Salve, Regina, Mater misericordiæ, 
vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve ... 

EASTER DUTY 
The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty), that is the obligation 
of receiving the Eucharist for Easter, extends to the Solemnity of the Holy 
Trinity, June 15. No one conscious of committing a serious or mortal sin 
should receive Holy Communion until they have first gone to the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation a.k.a. Confession 
 

Let us not forget that we celebrate Sunday because of the  venera-
ble Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we do so not only at 
Easter, but also at each turning of the week The Lord's Day — […] in 
the weekly reckoning of time Sunday recalls the day of Christ's Resur-
rection. It is Easter which returns week by week, celebrating Christ's 
victory over sin and death […]             John Paul II, Dies Domini, #19. 1. 

Why is May MARY’S Month? 
Though May is a contraction of the name Mary, the month was probably 
named for Maia Maiesta, the Roman goddess of grain. Each year, on the 
first day of May, the ancient Romans likewise honored Flora, the Roman 
goddess of flowers, who was represented by a small statue wreathed in 
garlands; processions of singers and dancers would carry Flora’s statue 
past a sacred blossom-decked tree. Later, festivals of this kind spread to 
other parts of Europe, reaching their height in England during the Middle 
Ages. Dances around flower-bedecked maypoles were common, and 
festivities often blossomed into riotous and wild occasions. Often a May 
queen was chosen as part of the festivities. Devotions, specifically to Our 
Lady, on the first days of May date to St. Phillip Neri (16th century), who 
began the custom of decorating the statue of the Virgin with spring flow-
ers. Then, after Annibale Dionisi, an Italian Jesuit, proposed devotions to 
Mary throughout the entire month, the Church did incorporate the pre-
Christian May celebrations and gave them a Christian dimension – as it 
had done with many other pre-Christian customs.  

OLV  K of  C Baby Bottle Collection 
Next  weekend the OLV Knights of Columbus will distribute baby bottles - 
please take a baby bottle home. You may deposit loose change, checks or 
cash.  Please  bring the bottle with your monetary donations to OLV on the 
following Sunday, May 17, or drop it off at the Rectory. Your contributions 
will benefit mothers in need and their new-born babies.   

Holy Name Society Are you looking for a community of men to 
share your faith with? The OLV Holy Name Society is community of men 
of all ages who attend the 9:30am Mass on the second Sunday of the 
month, say the Divine Mercy Chaplet right after, then gather downstairs 
till 11:45am for friendship, reflection, and refreshment. Our next Mass/
meeting are Sunday, May 11. If you need to attend a different Mass time, 
that’s fine, just come for the Chaplet and meeting. For more info, please 
email rossmanncharles@gmail.com. 

DISCIPLE MAKER INDEX (DMI) SURVEY 
Cardinal Tobin has requested that all adult members of our parish 
and young adults who have received Confirmation participate and 
individually complete the survey.   
  https://portal.catholicleaders.org/dmi/survey/cybga7  

 Ad Te Beáte Ioseph (To thee, O Blessed Joseph) 
Composed by Pope Leo XIII, this powerful prayer asks the Guardian 
of the Holy Family to defend the Church from the snares laid for us by 
the Enemy of our souls. What a wonderful time to offer this beautiful 
prayer as the Church prays for the repose of the soul of the late Holy 
Father, Pope Francis, and anticipates the election of a new pope. 
 

To thee, O blessed Joseph, do we have recourse in our tribulation, 
and, having implored the help of thy thrice-holy Spouse, we confident-
ly invoke thy patronage also. By that charity wherewith thou wast 
united to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God, and by that fatherly 
affection with which thou didst embrace the Child Jesus, we beseech 
thee and we humbly pray, that thou wouldst look graciously upon the 
inheritance which Jesus Christ hath purchased by His Blood, and 
assist us in our needs by thy power and strength. 
 

Most watchful guardian of the Holy Family, protect the chosen people 
of Jesus Christ; keep far from us, most loving father, all blight of error 
and corruption: mercifully assist us from Heaven, most mighty defend-
er, in this our conflict with the powers of darkness; and, even as of old 
thou didst rescue the Child Jesus from the supreme peril of His life, so 
now defend God’s Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and 
from all adversity; keep us one and all under thy continual protection, 
that we may be supported by thine example and thine assistance, 
may be enabled to lead a holy life, die a happy death and come at last 
to the possession of everlasting blessedness in Heaven. Amen. 



  Mass IntenƟons 
Sunday, May 4 - St. Gothard of Bavaria - Bishop 
7:00  Terry Jann                                     R/b Bill and Michele Blackinton 
8:00 Jack Ackerly                                      R/b Ariana and Frank Lavinio 
9:30 Winifred Pavlu                                                    R/b the Kip Family 
9:30 (gym)   People of the Parish 
10:45   Connie and Antonio Rodriguez     R/b Ron and Adele Filippone 
12:00   John Freemyer - 1st Anniversary 
1:00     Giancarlo Becerra                                      R/b the Giron Family 
6:00     Franco Archila - 3rd Anniversary     R/b  Rafael and Margoth Giron 
Monday, May 5 - St. Hilary – Bishop of Arles, France 
8:00  Charlie Herman 
12:00  Intentions of Pauline Burke                                    R/b Joan Crowley 
Tuesday, May 6 - St. Edbert - Bishop  
8:00    Kathleen Falotico                                     R/b Tom and Ann Thomas 
12:00   Brennan Family                                                   R/b the Gill Family 
Wed., May 7 - St. Domitian of Gaul, France-Bishop of Tongres 
8:00    Josephine Walton                                            R/b the Barrett Family 
12:00 Intentions of Michael Oates        R/b Bridie Kiene and Pauline Burke 
Thursday, May 8 - Bl. Miriam Teresa Demjanovich  
8:00    James McGrath Jr.                                             R/b Dennis Falotico 
12:00  Peter Bentivegna Jr.                                R/b the Bentivegna Family 
Friday, May 9 - St. Pachomius – Egyptian Abbot  
8:00   Ruben Bernardo                                 R/b Crispin and Lenor Mariano 
12:00 Intentions of the Cummings Family                         R/b Lisa Unanue 
Saturday, May 10 - St. Damien Joseph de Veuster of Moloka’i 
8:00  Daniel P. Harrison 
12:00 Carmela V. Sutter                                        R/b Carl and Ellen Sutter  
4:00 All Mothers Living and Deceased 
5:00 All Mothers Living and Deceased 
Sunday, May 11 - MOTHERS DAY- St. Francis Di Girolamo–Jesuit Missionary 
           All Masses today are for All Mothers, living and deceased. 
 

                                                                                                  Sanctuary Memorials (this week) 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn for our First Communiion, Confirmation 
   Classes, their families and CCD Volunteers. 
The Bl. Virgin Mary Votive Lamp will burn for the repose of the soul 
   of Lydia Mohsenin, r/b the Dunn Family. 
The St. Joseph Votive Lamp will burn for the Conclave. 
    

Sanctuary Offerings The Sanctuary Lamp, Blessed Virgin Mary Votive 
Lamp, St. Joseph Votive Lamp, and the bread and wine can be dedi-
cated on a weekly basis. Altar Flowers may be dedicated as well - 
contact the rectory. 
 

My Parish-My Responsibility Thank you to those who so generously 
continue to support our parish by mailing in your donations. At the same 
time, we understand that some are experiencing decreased income and  
are unable to continue their donations at this time. Donations/offering 
envelopes may be mailed to OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn St., Harrington Park, 
NJ 07640. 

Pray for Those in the Military 

Relevant Radio  
Listener Supported Talk Radio for Catholic Life 

Download the Relevant Radio® App on App Store or GooglePlay 
Listen to Patrick Madrid’s special podcast “Should I attend that non-
valid Catholic wedding?” at relevantradio.com. 

US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Staff Sergeant Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Sergeant Major Marc Medina 
Captain John G. Miele 
Captain Joseph W. Niece 
1st Lieutenant Megan Niece 
Captain Jack Ottomanelli 
Staff Sergeant David Petersen 
Specialist John Petersen 
US Air Force 
1st Lieutenant Brian Kearney 
Chief  Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 
 

National Guard  
1st Lieutenant Matthew Dinnell  
US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Staff Sergeant Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Corporal Mark Fredrick 
Private Nicholas Giron   
Major Stephen Ikalowych 
1st Lieutenant J.P. Maher 
Corporal Cody McGrath 
Corporal Matthew Przybocki  
US Navy 
Commander Julia Cheringal 
Lieutenant Jonathan Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 
Airman Cody Massa 

Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and 
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their   
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for 
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 

Pray for Our Sick Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that 
the sick of the Parish may be restored to health and all those who assist 
and care for the sick  will  be given the strength to continue God’s Will:  
infants Jack Merritt, Abigail Jude, Aidan, Olive, Adeline Quarello, Jonathan 
& Joseph; chldren Gabriel Aungst, Antonio and Shane, Cordelia and Eileen, 
Remy and Silvie; Cheryl Alonso, Annie Baklycki, Michael Baruch, Julie 
Berbert, Richard Bolton, Paul Brennan, Mimi Brown, James Buckley, Joe 
Cafaro, Anna Carfagno, Bill Clark, Kevin Columbo, Thomas Connolly, Eddie 
Cooper, Paula Criqui, Michael Curran, Marie D’Ascenzo, Maryann Dean, 
Noelle DeJoseph, Vincent DePaola, Marge Devitt, Guy DeSantis, Ann 
Diller, Siobhan Donaghi, Whitney Dugan, Carl Falasca, Michael Fallon, Dan 
Filippone, Jeremy Fillis, Peter Fimbel, Walter Flaherty, Mary Foley, Phil 
Gangusa & Vicky Ferrara, Robin Fletcher, Leo Gendron, Ken Grier, Glenn 
Hall, Cara Hansen, Amy Hartwell, Richard Hogan, Kristine Leigh Hook, Rolan-
do Joaquim, Austin Kellar, Pat Kissane, Christina Kenny, Tim Keohane, 
Robert Knaack, Joseph Koch, Chester Kovaleski, Artie Latz, Kenneth 
LeGrand, Lisa LeGrand, Shawn Linn, Lisa LoSchiavo, Mary Lowe, Mary 
Ann Luther, Peter Mahler, Robert Mayer, James McGarry, Matt McGowan, 
Michael McMahon, David Mercur, Alice Miller, Len Moriarity, Gianna Mosca-
tello, Kevin Mullane, Rose Marie Myers, Natalie Niebergall, Michael Oates, 
John Pal, Mary Parker, Tom Paskewich, Louis Peduto, Bob Phillips, Cathy 
Pommett, Canice Prince, Christina Pulver, William Ragu, Dan & Phyllis  
Ragusa, Robert Rasmussen, Patrick Ricci, Herman Rodriguez, Veronica 
Romanchuk, Wendy Ruggiero, Beth Sacco, Blase K Sacus, Samantha 
Sconzo, Patricia Ann Shalhoub, Peggy and Chris Shedden, Roseanne 
Stella, Michael Suresh, Maria Tamayo, Ollie Tetlow, Angeline Thomas, 
Charles Touw, Aileen Vassar, Jim Vlantes, Carl Walker, Megan Weingarten, 
Hope White, Maria Williams, Daniel Wu, Mary Young, Brian, Carla, Chris, 
Christina, Donna M., Edward, Elba, Jennifer, Joann, John, Karen, Kathleen V., Kaitlin 
V. Lauren, Lisa, Lou, Lucas, Lynn, Mary, Margaret, Michelle,  Patrick, Peter, Robert, 
Samantha, Sarah, Scott, Sean, Sharon, Steven, Tom.                    

What if you are CALLED! ??? Call Fr.  Pat-
rick, Director of Vocations 973-497-4365, who is always ready 
to listen - or call Fr. Wojciech at 201-768-1706 ext 11. 

- 3 -        Third Sunday of Easter                    2nd Sunday after Easter 
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Are you an ADULT without  
Confirmation, Communion or Baptism? 

If you want to become a Roman Catholic or complete your Initiation into 
the Church, the RCIA is for you!  For information, phone the rectory. Adult 
Catholics who have not yet celebrated Confirmation or Holy Communion 
should contact the rectory for preparation class/information. 
   

 REQUIREMENTS FOR BAPTISM OR CONFIRMATION SPONSOR 
Godparent/Sponsor must be at least 16 years old * Godparent/Sponsor 
must be in good standing with the Catholic Church. Must be a practic-
ing Catholic (Attend Sunday Mass weekly). * Must have received the Sacra-
ments of Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. If married, must be 
married in the Catholic Church. * If single, not living with significant other, 
nor married civilly only. * Godparent/Sponsor cannot be the candidate’s 
parent. Each child only requires one Godparent. If you wish to have two 
Godparents, there must be one female and one male.  (Canon Law 872-874) 
 

 Start your marriage at the altar with God 
“wedding” at the venue  is not a valid Sacrament  

Start your married life with God and receive grace for your married 
life through Sacramental Marriage in Church. In this Sacrament, God’s 
own divine life can be experienced and lived. Were you married only 
civilly by a mayor or justice of the peace and would now like to be married 
in the Catholic Church?  Contact Fr. Wojciech for details.  
 

Respect Life Any woman who   is   pregnant and 
in need of assistance should never feel that abortion is her only op-
tion. For confidential assistance call: Archdiocese Respect Life Office: 
973-497-4350 * Gateway Pregnancy Center: 908-353-0604 * Catholic 
Community Services: 201-246-7379 * Lifecall: 800-662-2678 * New 
Hope 201-722-4705. 
*Birthright:  volunteers urgently needed - please call 201-845-4646. 
 

OLV Needlers If you’d like to learn to knit or crochet, join us in the lower 
church Wednesdays at 6PM and/or Thursdays after 12Noon Mass. Yarn, 
crochet hooks and knitting needles supplied. 
 

For info’ contact Marie 201-741-0499. 
   

OLV Knights of Columbus All men over 18 are invited to join the 
Knights of Columbus, the world’s largest men’s fraternal organization.  
As Catholic men we are called to lead, serve, protect and defend our 
Faith, families, and our parish. The Knights of Columbus will help you 
grow as a husband, father and Catholic. Join us!. 

KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS  
 1. Confirmation. 2. Chrism Oil. 3. The Bishop.  
 4. It increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us.  
 5. The forehead.  

St. Joseph Regional HS (Montvale) Tickets are still available to our 
production of Neil Simon’s comedy “Rumors”. at St. Joseph’s Inserra 
Theater, on May 9 (7pm), May 10 (2pm & 7pm), and May 11 (*2pm), 
*a light brunch in honor of Mother’s Day will be offered at 1:15pm.      
All seats are reserved and can be purchased at SJR.BookTix.com or 
one half-hour before each performance. Tickets are $17 and $23. 
Special Seniors Preview Performance on Wednesday May 7 at 3pm. 
Tickets for the Preview Performance on May 7 and the May 10     
matinee at 2pm are $15 for seniors and can be purchased online at 
SJR.BookTix.com or one half-hour before each performance.      
Questions? Email SJRTheater@sjrnj.org or call 201-391-7422. 

God bless 
Our 2025 First Holy  
Communion Class 

Congratulations to  
Our 2025  

Confirmation Class 

Come  
Holy  

Spirit! 
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   How Can We Honor     
     Mary this Month? 
 

The Rosary is the Marian devotion 
par excellence. When people think of 
Marian devotion, they usually think of 
the Rosary.  If you do not pray the 
Rosary regularly, then consider mak-
ing May the month when you com-
mit to praying it every day. 
 
 

 

You might hear Church bells ring daily at 6AM, 12PM - Noon, and 
6PM. Those bells indicate the traditional time of praying the     
Angelus, a prayer which focuses on the incarnation. From Easter 
Sunday through Pentecost, the Regina Caeli replaces the Angelus 
Prayer. The Regina Caeli focuses on Easter joy, and the resurrec-
tion of Jesus. Try praying it at least once each day, if not all three 
times. If you cannot observe the traditional Church times, then 
consider praying it before breakfast, lunch, and supper. 
 

Regina Caeli 
Queen of Heaven, rejoice, Alleluia 

The Son, whom you merited to bear, Alleluia  
Has risen, as He said, Alleluia 

Pray for us to God, Alleluia 
V. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, Alleluia 

R. For the Lord has truly risen, Alleluia 
 

Let us Pray:  
O God, who through the resurrection  

of Your Son Jesus Christ  
gave rejoicing to the world grant, we pray,  
that through His Mother, the Virgin Mary,  
we may obtain the joys of everlasting life.  

Through Christ Our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

O Mary we crown thee with blossoms today! 
Queen of the Angels and Queen of the May. 

SPIRITUAL EXCERPT  
Happy, indeed sublimely happy, is the person to whom 
the Holy Spirit reveals the secret of Mary, thus imparting 
to him true knowledge of her. Happy the person to whom 
the Holy Spirit opens this enclosed garden for him to    
enter, and to whom the Holy Spirit gives access to this 
sealed fountain where he can draw water and drink deep 
draughts of the living waters of grace. That person will 
find only grace and no creature in the most lovable Virgin 
Mary. But he will find that the infinitely holy and exalted 
God is at the same time infinitely solicitous for him and 
understands his weaknesses. Since God is everywhere, 
he can be found everywhere, even in hell. But there is no 
place where God can be more present to his creature and 
more sympathetic to human weakness than in Mary. It 
was indeed for this very purpose that he came down from 
heaven. Everywhere else he is the Bread of the strong 
and the Bread of angels, but living in Mary he is the Bread 
of children.  
                   -- from The Secret of Mary, by Saint Louis Marie de Montfort  

KIDZ KORNER  
1. By what Sacrament do Catholics receive the  
  outpouring of the Holy Spirit?  

2. What is the oil used during the sacrament of  
  Confirmation?  

3. Who blesses the oil used during the sacrament of  
  Confirmation?  

4. What is the effect of Confirmation?  
5. Where is a person anointed during Confirmation?  
                              Answers on page 4  

What Happens When a Pope Dies? 
One might think the world’s smallest country would go quiet after a   
papal death—but no! Vatican City springs into action with a sacred 
blend of ancient ritual and precise logistics. Here's what actually hap-
pens when a pope dies: 
 1. First to Act: The Camerlengo  Ever heard of the Camerlengo? 
Think of him as the temporary steward of the Vatican. When the pope 
dies, the Camerlengo confirms the death - once traditionally done by 
calling the pope’s baptismal name three times! Today it’s a bit more 
clinical, but the symbolism remains rich. The Camerlengo then smashes 
the pope’s Fisherman’s Ring with a silver hammer. Why? To prevent 
forgery of official documents during the time between popes.  
2.Nine Days of Mourning  After a pope dies, the Church enters a    
special nine-day mourning period called the novemdiales - Latin        
for “nine days.” Each of the nine days features a special funeral 
Mass celebrated in honor of the deceased pope. These Masses are 
offered in St. Peter’s Basilica and are often led by different cardinals, 
with intentions for the repose of the pope’s soul, the needs of the 
Church, and the faithful worldwide. 
3. Lying in State  The pope’s body is displayed in St. Peter’s Basilica, 
allowing faithful pilgrims to pay their respects.  The passing of a pope is 
truly a historical event, and a time when the whole world pays attention 
to the Church. When Pope John Paul II passed away, over 4 million 
people flooded into Rome to honor him. Rome experienced a city-wide 
traffic jam that lasted nearly four days! 
 4. The Papal Coffins (Yes, more than one!)  The pope is traditionally 
buried in three coffins: one made of cypress wood (symbol of humility), 
one of zinc (for preservation), and one of elm or oak (for dignity). They 
are all stacked within each other, with the pope being laid directly into 
the humble one made of simple cypress wood. 
5. The Conclave Begins Once mourning ends, it’s time for the       
conclave, the sacred and secretive process of electing the new pope. 
Every Cardinal that is eligible to vote (all those under the age of 
80) gather in the Sistine Chapel and vote in silence. The cardinals are 
literally locked in - con clave means “with a key” in Latin.  
 6. The Pope is Chosen  During the conclave, the world watches a tiny 
chimney atop the Sistine Chapel like hawks. Why? Because they use an 
old-fashioned stove to send up smoke signals: black for no decision, 
white for Habemus Papam! (We have a pope!) 
                                                                    -catholiccompany.com/getfed 
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