
Sunday , August 17, 2025 A.D. 
Jubilee Year of Hope 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: 
Mon.-Sat.: 7:30-7:50am.  Saturday: 11:00-11:50am; 3:00-3:45pm 
 

  THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: 
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism call the rectory. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule. 
 

 THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: 
Please call the rectory for an appointment. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES: 
Sick calls at any time in emergency.  
 

 THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS: 
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood  
or Religious Life should contact the Vocations Office at 
973.497.4365. 

 
 

ADORATIONs   

Wednesday 8:30AM-11:50AM 
First Thursday NO HOLY HOUR in summer 

  

Our Lady of Victories Church 
(serving Harrington Park, River Vale and the Pascack/Northern Valley) 

                                       150 Harriot Avenue, Harrington Park, New Jersey                www.olvhp.org              

     WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE                                  OLV Rectory                       Religious Education                  OLV Convent 
        Saturday: 4pm & 5pm                            Phone:         201-768-1706                             201-768-1400                          201-768-1705 
  Sunday: 7am, 8am Latin, 9:30am,              Address:        81 Lynn St.                              155 Parkway                           145 Parkway 
 10:45am, 12pm, 1pm Spanish, 6pm            Email:     olvrectory.hp@gmail.com     olvhpccd@gmail.com 

  WELCOME 
  

To the Parish Family of 
OUR LADY OF VICTORIES 

 

 The Little Church with a BIG Heart  
  

 Parish Office  201-768-1706 
  
  

COME WORSHIP WITH US 
 
  

Rev. Wojciech Jaśkowiak  
Pastor   

  
Rev. Edmond P. Ilg 

Parochial Vicar 
 

Mr. Thomas Lagatol   Mr. Albert McLaughlin                                                                         
Deacons  

   

Maria Hellrigel - Parish Secretary      
                                       201-768-1706    

  
Religious Education (CCD) 

           Susan Evanella           Denise Coulter (LSEC) 
 

                                  201-768-1400 
 

  Sr. Elizabeth Holler, SC       Sr. Mary Corrigan, SC 
                                In Residence-Convent 
 

                                                         Martin Coyne II  
        Lesa Rossmann                         Dean Ubriaco            
        Music Ministry                           Parish Trustees     
                                                                               
    Jorden Pedersen Esq.                     Jon Fischer CFA 
 President Parish Council         Chairman Finance Committee  

  

SPECIAL MASSES OR DEVOTIONS: 
First Friday: 12:30-7pm Adoration, 6pm Confessions,  
                      7pm Mass 
First Saturday: 8:00am, Mass of Immaculate Heart of Mary 
First Saturday: 12:00pm, Mass for Souls in Purgatory 
  

 Novenas prayed after 8:00 a.m. Mass: 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal: Monday 
St. Anthony: Tuesday 
St. Joseph:  Wednesday 
St. Jude:  Thursday 
Infant of Prague: 25th of the month 
Bl. Miriam Teresa Demjanovich: Friday 
St. Peregrine: First Friday of the Month 
Rosary: Recited M - Sat after 8:00am & after 12:00Noon Mass 
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Fr. Wojciech’s Corner ... 
   Every year the Missionary Cooperation Plan Appeal 
(Propagation of the Faith) sends us a missionary who will 
be asking for our assistance. This weekend we welcome 
Sister Clarisse Remjika who will be speaking on behalf     
of the African Sisters Education Collaborative (ASEC).       
Let us welcome her and help her cause. For more        
information about their mission, see below and visit 
www.asec-sldi.org. 
   It was such a joy to see so our Church filled for the     
Solemnity of the Assumption. Kudos to all.  
   We are now in the last days of summer and vacation.     
I hope that you all enjoyed some time of rest. It is also a 
time for many of our college students to return back to 
their respective colleges. Some of them will leave their 
families for the first time. It is not easy for them, nor for 
their families. We keep you in our prayers. In so many 
places there are great Catholic Cardinal Newman Centers 
and other Catholic organizations. For more info’ visit      
cardinalnewmansociety.org - a great Catholic resource. 
Always remember that the Lord, your true companion, will 
assist you. Do not forget Him, and He will be your best 
support. Godspeed to All.  

   As we celebrate the Queenship of Mary  
may Mary reign over our lives!  

dress code REVERENT DRESS 
It is the Supper of the Lord - formal dinner. Please keep it 
in mind, especially now in the summer months. Let us be 
an inspiration rather than a distraction.  

   Pray for Vocations 
"If there is no priest, then there is no Holy Mass; if there 
is no Holy Mass, then there is no consecration of the Sa-
cred Host; if there is not consecration of the Sacred Host 
then there is no Holy Communion; then if there is no Holy 
Communion there is no Sacramental Presence of Jesus." 
  

What if you are CALLED! ??? 
 

Call the Vocations office 973-497-4365 and ask for Fr. 
Gino, Director, who is always ready to listen - or call Fr. 
Wojciech at our parish 201-768-1706, ext. 11. 

  

Queenship 
        of  
   Mary 

  August 22 
  

  

Reign over  

our hearts 
                                     

                                                                  
                                                                     
                                                 Holy Trinity Crowning Mary 
  

“The Holy Virgin is, by her motherhood, queen of the 
whole universe. For, if she is a mother, she is naturally 
heiress of the entire patrimony of the Son” (E. Hugon). 
Thus, today’s feast reminds us that we can turn to Mary in 
every need, counting on her intercession and mediation. 
Saint Maximilian Kolbe wrote that Mary “has a right to be 
loved as Queen of all hearts so that through her, hearts 
would be cleansed and themselves become immaculate, 
similar and like unto her own heart, and so worthy of    
union with God.” The Queenship of Mary invites us to love 
Christ by loving and serving His mother.               - Magnificat 

How to Participate at Holy Mass  
It is a common practice to limit our prayers to petition. 
This is a mistake. We owe God, first of all, adoration; sec-
ondly, gratitude. We can never thank Him sufficiently, 
though we were to employ eternity in so doing, for the 
innumerable gifts, material and spiritual, temporal and 
eternal, which He bestows upon us. Life, redemption, our 
Catholic faith, preservation from grave sin, the grace of 
conversion, health, relatives, and friends – therefore, to 
thank God by means of the Holy Mass. After adoration 
and thanksgiving comes atonement. Prostrate at the foot 
of Calvary’s cross, down which the most precious Blood 
of Jesus Christ flows from His gaping wounds, we should 
beg pardon for our sins, which have thus nailed Christ to 
the cross. Let us ask Him to pour His precious Blood over 
our souls that they may be cleansed from their polluting 
stains. Prayer of petition should not be forgotten. In it, we 
beg of God for the favors of which we stand in need.  

     African Sisters  
Education Collaborative (ASEC) 

 
We educate African Sisters, improving their ability to 
serve their communities. While Africa is a continent of 
vast potential, it faces serious obstacles of poverty, chron-
ic hunger, disease, ecological degradation and violence. 
Catholic sisters are a strong force in addressing Africa's 
challenges head-on and creating hope for a bright future. 
Educated sisters are able to impact more people and 
make a difference in the lives of the most vulnerable and 
marginalized individuals in Africa.  When a sister is edu-
cated, it positively impacts all of the people she serves. 
Educated sisters use their education to improve 
healthcare, food security and access to clean water.  
Care for the young, the old and the forgotten. Mentor    
others, create jobs and support communities, especially 
in times of need. Support and strengthen African congre-
gations from within.  



Pray for Those in the Military 
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  Mass IntenƟons 
Sunday, August 17–St. Hyacinth of Silesia, Poland-Priest      
7:00   Mary Holler                                                             R/b Sr. Elizabeth 
8:00   Marilyn Arthur                                                       R/b Rae Rinaldi 
9:30   Ann Millar                                      R/b Michael and Mary Jane Ferro 
10:45  Oliver Fitzgerald                                          R/b the Evanella Family 
12:00  Joseph and Mary Ceccon                 R/b Edwina and Albert Hutson 
1:00   People of the Parish 
6:00   Edward Hiney                                             R/b Bill and Dianne Smith 
Monday,  August 18 - St. Helena 
8:00   Margarita Bernardo                       R/b Lenor and Crispin Mariano 
12:00   Robert John Maynes IV                               R/b the Maynes Family 
Tuesday, August 19 – St. John Eudes of France-Priest  
8:00    Kathleen Castle                             R/b Felicia and Jimmy Castle 
12:00   Peter Bentivegna                                    R/b the Bentivegna Family 
Wednesday, August 20 - St. Bernard of Burgundy, France-Abbot  
8:00 George Heath                                                            R/b Regina Bond 
12:00   Margaret Oates                               R/b Theresa and Tony Petrucci 
Thursday, August 21 – St. Pius X, Pope 
8:00 Michael J. Merritt                                        R/b the Pappalardo Family 
12:00  Mary and Ed Gormley                                           R/b the Gill Family 
Friday, August 22 - Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary         

8:00  Intentions of Susana Giron                   R/b Rafael and Margoth Giron 
12:00 Mary Moylan                                                             R/b Bridie Kiene 
Saturday, August 23 – St. Rose of Lima, Virgin  
 8:00   Raphael F. Longobardi                            R/b the Longobardi Family 
12:00   Ralph Stutzer                                                           R/b Rae Rinaldi 
4:00  Josephine Kasper                                        R/b the Poggi Family 
5:00  Michael Bentivegna                             R/b the Bentivegna Family 
Sunday, August 24 – St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
7:00   Martha Bland 
8:00   Kathleen Foley                                  R/b Tish and Michael Oates 
9:30   Jorden Pedersen Sr.                                   R/b the Pedersen Family 
10:45   Ana Lucia Arias                                                        R/b Maria Arias 
           Kevin and Dianne O’Leary - Anniversary        R/b the Mugno Family 
12:00   Oliver Fitzgerald                                           R/b the Gaffney Family 
1:00   Intentions of Sandra Giron             R/b Rafael and Margoth Giron 
6:00   People of the Parish 
                                                                                                  Sanctuary Memorials (this week) 
The Sanctuary Lamp  will burn for the repose of the soul of Patricia 
    Rube, r/b Tom and Ria Ragusa 

The Bl. Virgin Mary Votive Lamp will burn for the repose of the soul  
   of Bernard Burruano, r/b Peter and Linda Wayne 

The St. Joseph Votive Lamp will burn for the repose of the soul of  
   Clare Burruano - anniv. 
The Flowers for the Bl. Mother Mary, St. Joseph and Sanctuary have 
    been donated in loving memory of Carole Stonitsch,  
    r/b Pete Stonitsch. 

US Army 
Captain Ben Clemente 
RRT Specialist  James Crumb 
Staff Sergeant Peter Dippolito 
Major Michael Franson 
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene 
Captain Shawn Linn 
Colonel John McLaughlin 
Sergeant Major Marc Medina 
Captain John G. Miele 
Captain Joseph W. Niece 
1st Lieutenant Megan Niece 
Captain Jack Ottomanelli 
Staff Sergeant David Petersen 
Specialist John Petersen 
 

US Air Force 
1st Lieutenant Brian Kearney 
Chief  Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn 

US Marine Corps. 
Corporal Shanna Bennett 
Staff Sergeant Matthew Brady 
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo 
Corporal Mark Fredrick 
Private Nicholas Giron   
Major Stephen Ikalowych 
Captain J.P. Maher 
Corporal Cody McGrath 
 

US Navy 
Commander Julia Cheringal 
Lieutenant Jonathan Clemente 
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger 
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger 
Airman Cody Massa 

Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers 
Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and 
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their   
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return 
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for 
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
 

Pray for Our Sick Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that 
the sick of the Parish may be restored to health and all those who assist 
and care for the sick  will  be given the strength to continue God’s Will:  
infants Jack Merritt, Abigail Jude, Aidan, Olive, Adeline Quarello, Jonathan 
& Joseph; children Gabriel Aungst, Antonio and Shane, Cordelia and     
Eileen, Remy and Silvie; Cheryl Alonso, Annie Baklycki, Kevin Douglas 
Barry, Michael Baruch, Julie Berbert, Richard Bolton, Paul Brennan, James 
Buckley, Joe Cafaro, Anna Carfagno, Bill Clark, Kevin Columbo, Thomas 
Connolly, Eddie Cooper, Paula Criqui, Michael Curran, Marie D’Ascenzo, 
Maryann Dean, Noelle DeJoseph, Vincent DePaola, Marge Devitt, Guy 
DeSantis, Siobhan Donaghi, Whitney Dugan, Carl Falasca, Michael Fallon, 
Dan Filippone, Jeremy Fillis, Peter Fimbel, Walter Flaherty, Mary Foley, Phil 
Gangusa & Vicky Ferrara, Robin Fletcher, Leo Gendron, Ken Grier, Glenn 
Hall, Pat Halligan, Cara Hansen, Amy Hartwell, Richard Hogan, Kristine Leigh 
Hook, Rolando Joaquim, Austin Kellar, Pat Kissane, Christina Kenny, Tim 
Keohane, Joseph Koch, Chester Kovaleski, Artie Latz, Kenneth Luther, 
Peter Mahler, Robert Mayer, James McGarry, Matt McGowan, Michael 
McMahon, Adolfo Mendoza, David Mercur, Alice Miller, Len Moriarity, Gian-
na Moscatello, Kevin Mullane, Rose Marie Myers, Natalie Niebergall, Mi-
chael Oates, John Pal, Mary Parker, Tom Paskewich, Ronald Peterson, 
Louis Peduto, Bob Phillips, Cathy Pommett, Canice Prince, Christina     
Pulver, William Ragu, Dan & Phyllis  Ragusa, Robert Rasmussen, Patrick 
Ricci, Herman Rodriguez, Veronica Romanchuk, Wendy Ruggiero, Beth 
Sacco, Blase K Sacus, Samantha Sconzo, Patricia Ann Shalhoub, Peggy 
and Chris Shedden, Roseanne Stella, Brian Sumereau, Michael Suresh, 
Maria Tamayo, Ollie Tetlow, Angeline Thomas, Felicia Veneruso, Jim 
Vlantes, Carl Walker, Megan Weingarten, Hope White, Maria Williams, Daniel 
Wu, Mary Young, Brian, Carla, Chris, Christina, Donna M., Edward, Elba, Jennifer, 
Joann, John, Karen, Kathleen V., Kaitlin V. Lauren, Lisa, Lou, Lucas, Lynn, Mary, 
Margaret, Melinda, Michelle,  Patrick, Peter, Robert, Samantha, Sarah, Scott, Sean, 
Sharon, Steven, Tom.                    

Relevant Radio  
Listener Supported Talk Radio for Catholic Life  

Download the Relevant Radio® App on App Store or GooglePlay 
 

My Parish-My Responsibility Thank you to those who so generously con-
tinue to support our parish by mailing in your donations. At the same time, 
we understand that some are experiencing decreased income and are 
unable to continue their donations at this time. Donations may be mailed 
to OLV Rectory, 81 Lynn St., Harrington Park, NJ 07640. 
 

New to the area? Register to become a member of the OLV Family. 
Visit OLV’s website olvhp.org and click on “Parish Registration”.  



CLOTHING BINS 
Please help Catholic Charities continue its mission by donating your unwant-
ed clothing, small appliances, shoes, sheets, towels, stuffed animals, and 
books (no reference books) to the donation bin located on our property. May 
the spirit of the Risen Christ resound through your generosity.  

  - 4 -           Saturdays are dedicated to Our Lady 

Are you an ADULT without  
Confirmation, Communion or Baptism? 

If you want to become a Roman Catholic or complete your Initiation 
into the Church, the RCIA is for you!  For information, phone the     
rectory. Adult Catholics who have not yet celebrated Confirmation or 
Holy Communion should contact the rectory for preparation class/
information. 
   

 REQUIREMENTS FOR BAPTISM OR CONFIRMATION SPONSOR 
Godparent/Sponsor must be at least 16 years old * Godparent/Sponsor 
must be in good standing with the Catholic Church. Must be a practic-
ing Catholic (Attend Sunday Mass weekly). * Must have received the Sacra-
ments of Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. If married, must be 
married in the Catholic Church. * If single, not living with significant other, 
nor married civilly only. * Godparent/Sponsor cannot be the candidate’s 
parent. Each child only requires one Godparent. If you wish to have two 
Godparents, there must be one female and one male.  (Canon Law 872-874) 
 

  Sacred Matrimony on Sacred ground 
“ceremony” at the venue  is not a valid Sacrament  

For the Catholic Church the Sacrament of Matrimony is such a sacred 
matter that the Church requires for two Catholics to be married Sacra-
mentally in the Catholic Church, not elsewhere. All the Sacraments 
except Confession are always celebrated in Church. Baptism, First Holy 
Communion, Confirmation and the Sacred Orders (Priesthood is even 
celebrated at the Cathedral of a given Diocese). A Catholic priest can 
only officiate Sacrament of Matrimony of two Catholics on sacred 
grounds (Church). This wedding at the same time is a civil wedding. For 
more info contact Fr. Wojciech.  
  

Any woman who is pregnant and in need     of 
assistance should never feel that abortion is her only option. For confi-
dential assistance call: Archdiocese Respect Life Office: 973-497-4350 * 
Gateway Pregnancy Center: 908-353-0604 * Catholic Community Ser-
vices: 201-246-7379 * Lifecall: 800-662-2678 * Birthright: 201-845-4646 
* New Hope 201-722-4705.   

OLV Needlers If you’d like to learn to knit or crochet, join us in the lower 
church Wednesdays at 6PM and/or Thursdays after 12Noon Mass. Yarn, 
crochet hooks and knitting needles supplied. 

   

All men over 18 are invited to join the Knights 
of Columbus, the world’s largest men’s fraternal organization.  As Catholic 
men we are called to lead, serve, protect and defend our Faith, families, 
and our parish. The Knights of Columbus will help you grow as a husband, 
father and Catholic. Join us! 
 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas   For info’ contact Marie 201-741-0499.  

 September 19-21, 2025 
For info contact Cheryl Riley at 973-497-4350 or Cheryl.riley@rcan.org. 

      KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS 
1. The Coronation of our Blessed Mother as Queen of  

 heaven and earth. 
2. The Queenship of Mary. 
3. Saint Helen. 
4. Three crosses, one of them being the True Cross. 
5. Petition. 

SUNDAYS 
Aug 10-Oct 12 

10AM-2PM 

A little humor …  At the Cemetery  
A newly appointed young minister was contacted by the 
local funeral director to hold a graveside service in a small 
country cemetery. Because the deceased had no friends 
or family left, there was to be no funeral, just the commit-
tal. The pastor started to the cemetery early enough, but 
he soon lost his way, causing him to arrive thirty minutes 
late. There was no hearse or funeral director in sight, just 
the workmen, who were sitting under a tree eating lunch. 
Moving to the newly dug grave, the minister opened his 
prayer book and read the service over the vault lid that 
was in place. When returning to his car, the preacher 
overheard one of the workmen say, “Maybe we’d better 
tell him that’s a septic tank.”  

    Four Tips for Catholic College Students  
1. Make Time for Prayer: Conversation (talking and 

listening) with God is one thing that can keep the cra-
ziness that is college life in check. However, prayer is 
usually the first thing that gets shoved to the back 
burner once college starts for me…Pencil in time with 
God for a certain time during the day and keep that 
appointment.  

2. Emphasize Christ-Centered Friendships: The word 
for 'religion' and the word for 'relationship' have the 
same root - there's a reason. No man is an island, 
especially in the sea of college life. Find friends who 
are going to hold you accountable, who are going to 
challenge your faith life and who are going to push 
you towards Christ. Develop friendships centered in 
your most mutual friend - Christ.  

3. Reach out and don't be afraid to evangelize: Your 
Catholic faith is going to be challenged. It's inevitable 
- someone is going to ask you why you're Catholic…
Regardless of where it is, don't be afraid to be bla-
tantly Catholic. The world needs more Catholic nerds 
- embrace it.  

4. Find your devotion: Find something to keep you 
grounded in your faith life…It could come in many 
different forms - maybe you're going to make it to 
morning Mass two times a week. Or say a rosary eve-
ry day. Or learn more about the saints. Start a Bible 
study together, or meet to say a novena. But have a 
game plan and stick to it.  

                                                       - timeonthemountaintop.blogspot.com 

Don Bosco Prep Events: Attention 8th graders! Experience Ironman 
for a Day - walk our halls, meet our students & teachers - see what 
makes Don Bosco Prep truly exceptional. 6th, 7th, 8th graders & families 
are invited to our Open Houses on Thursday, September 25th 6:30-
8:30PM and Sunday, October 19th  1-3PM. Sign up at donboscoprep.org 
& create your Admissions Portal & register for your visit. 



  - 5 -                       August is dedicated to the Immaculate Heart. 

GOING ON VACATION 
Masstimes.org 

More humor … 
- What can you put in a bucket to make it weigh less?  A hole. 
- When is a door no longer a door?   When it’s ajar. 
- What building has the most stories?   A library. 
- What month of the year has 28 days in it?  All of them. 
- What goes all around the world but stays in a corner?  A stamp. 
 

 

KIDZ KORNER 
1. What is the fifth Glorious Mystery of the Holy Rosary? 
2. What Marian Feast do we celebrate on August 22? 
3. Which Saint was given the title “Augusta” by her son? 
4. What did this saint find on the site she chose to excavate where 

a temple to Venus had been. 
5. When we attend Mass, we offer prayers to God  of adoration, 

thanksgiving, atonement and  _____________? 
Answers on page four. 

Queenship of Mary 
When Pope Pius XII instituted the Feast of 
the Queenship of Mary in 1954, it was 
celebrated on May 31, which is now the 
Visitation of Elizabeth by Mary. When 
Pope Paul VI promulgated the current 
Roman Calendar in 1969, this feast was 
transferred to August 22 to close the    
octave or eight-day celebration of Mary’s 
Assumption. These two Marian Feasts – 
Her Assumption into Heaven and her 
Queenship or Coronation this week are 
very Christ-centered celebrations. 
   Without Christ the King, there could be 
no Queenship of Mary. Incidentally, in ancient times, the Queen was 
not the King’s wife; she was the King’s mother. Mary’s Queenship 
highlights her dignity and full glorification. In Mary’s Queenship we see 
the fulfillment of the promise made to all her Son’s disciples, “If we 
persevere, we shall also reign with Him.” (2 Timothy 2:11).  She who 
cared for the Infant Christ and taught Him to know, love and serve 
God, and who even stood beneath His cross to ease His dying pain, 
deserves the great honor of “reigning with Christ.” As mother of the 
messianic King who now sits on the throne of David and rules over His 
Kingdom, the Church declares Mary to be our Queen and mother. 
Since Mary is “the lowly handmaid,” who was raised to glory, accord-
ing to her Son’s promise, “those who humble themselves shall be ex-
alted.”  From her place at her Son’s side, Mary now intercedes for the 
Church with a mother’s love. The Church first experienced Mary’s 
powerful intercession in the Upper Room, where she gathered with the 
Apostles to await the promised gift of the Holy Spirit. After the Holy 
Spirit descended on them at Pentecost, scripture falls silent on Mary’s 
role in the Church but our Catholic Tradition has always taught that 
Mary remains with the Church, “following its progress homeward until 
the day of the Lord dawns in splendor.” How can we be sure of this? 
As her Son hung upon the Cross, He saw His mother and the disciple 
whom He loved. Jesus said to His mother, “Woman, behold your son.” 
Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother.” St. John’s Gospel, 
chapter 19 verse 27 then adds, “And from that hour on the disciple 
took her into his home.” Jesus meant these words for us! Have you 
taken Mary into your home? 

  St. Helen - August 18 
 St. Helena was the mother of Emperor Constan-
tine the Great and an Empress of the Roman 
Empire. Very little is known about Helena's early 
life, but it is believed she is from Asia Minor and 
born into a poor family and lower class in the 
Roman culture of the day. St. Ambrose described 
Helena as a "good stable-maid." 
   Despite her background, Helena married Con-
stantius Chlorus. With him she birthed her only 
son, Constantine around the year 274. Nearly two 
decades later, Constantius left her for political 

reasons, which was common at that time for men in high positions. 
   Constantine was forever loyal to his dear mother, whom he loved 
very much. Following the death of Constantius in 308, Constantine 
became Emperor and summoned his mother back into inner circle and 
the imperial court. Helena received the title “Augusta”, a name used 
for important women in the empire. With this new role, Helena had 
influence and freedom, and she used it to help others.  
   Between the years 326-328, Helena took a trip to the Holy Places in 
the Middle East. During her journey, Helena had many churches con-
structed, including the one at the site of Jesus Christ's birth – the 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem and another at the site of his ascen-
sion - Church of Eleona on the Mount of Olives. During this time    
Jerusalem was still being rebuilt after Titus' destruction. Around the 
year 130, Emperor Hadrian had a temple built over the site of Jesus' 
death. This temple was believed to be dedicated to Venus. Helena had 
this temple destroyed and chose a site in this location to be excavated. 
This led to the discovery of three crosses. 
   Tradition says Helena brought a woman near death to the crosses. 
There she had the woman place a hand on all three crosses. Nothing 
happened when she touched the first two crosses, but when she 
placed her hand on the third cross she suddenly recovered. Helena 
declared the third cross to be the True Cross. At this site, Constantine 
ordered the Church of the Holy Sepulchre to be built. 
   Theodoret of Cyrus, an influential theologian, wrote that that during 
her search, Helena also discovered the nails of the crucifixion. She 
had one of the nails placed in Constantine's helmet and one in the 
bridle of his horse to aid him with their miraculous powers. Churches 
were built at these sites, as well. 
   Several of the relics believed to be found by St. Helena are located 
in Cyprus. Among these are parts of Jesus' tunic, pieces of the holy 
cross, and pieces of the rope used to tie Jesus to the cross. When 
Helena returned to Rome from Jerusalem in 327, she brought parts of 
the True Cross back with her. She stored these in her palace's chapel. 
They can still be seen to this day, though her palace has been con-
verted to the Basilica of the Holy Cross in Jerusalem. 
   St. Helena died around 330 with her dearly devoted son by her side. 
She was then buried in the Mausoleum of Helena outside of Rome. 
Her sarcophagus can be seen in the Pio-Clementine Vatican Museum. 
   St. Helena was renowned for helping not only individuals, but entire 
communities through her works of charity. She often sought out to help 
the poor and destitute. She would visit churches and leave them with 
rich donations. Through her influence and work, Christianity continued 
to spread throughout the known world. 
               St. Helena is the patron saint of new discoveries. 
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