Our Lady of Victories Church

(serving Harrington Park, River Vale and the Pascack/Northern Valley)

il

SOLEMNITY OF
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
HOLY DAY (of OBLIGATION)

MASSES for the Monday, DECEMBER 8th

NO VIGIL MASS
6:15AM, 8:00AM,12:00Noon,
400PM, 5:00PM with music, 6:00PMLatin

150 Harriot Avenue, Harrington Park, New Jersey

www.olvhp.org

Sunday, Decem
Second Sunday

Jubilee Year of Hope

COME, LORD JESUS!

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION:
Mon.-Sat.: 7:30-7:50am. Saturday: 11:00-11:50am; 3:00-3:45pm

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
To register for Baptismal preparation and Baptism call the rectory.

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION:
Call the Religious Ed Office for requirements/class schedule.

THE SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY:
Please call the rectory for an appointment.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK/LAST RITES:

Sick calls at any time in emergency.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY ORDERS AND VOCATIONS:
Anyone contemplating a vocation to the Priesthood

or Religious Life should contact the Vocations Office at
973.497.4365.

Ave Maria Gratia Plena

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

OLV Rectory
Saturday: 4pm & 5pm

Phone:
Address:
Email:

Sunday: 7am, 8am Latin, 9:30am,
9:30am Family Mass (gym), 10:45am,
12pm, 1pm Spanish, 6pm

81 Lynn St.

201-768-1706

olvrectory.hp@gmail.com

OLV Convent
201-768-1705
145 Parkway

Religious Education
201-768-1400
155 Parkway
olvhpccd@gmail.com
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-2- Our Lady of Victories, Harrington Park/River Vale N.J.

Fr. Wojciech's Corner...

It was quite a spectacle. 120 frozen turkeys were do-
nated waiting for their final destination. Thank you to all
who donated so generously to the Thanksgiving food
drive as well, and those who are helping us with Giving
Tree Drive.

Second Sunday of Advent is always about Saint John
the Baptist and his role of going before the Lord to pre-
pare His ways. We are invited this Advent to watch and
to prepare the way of the Lord in our souls. Making
straight His paths: reconciling with God and with each
other, forgiving, cleaning our INNer house for Christmas
by making a good Confession, etc. May this Advent sea-
son be a time of a true preparation of our homes, gifts,
food, etc., but MOST IMPORTANTLY OUR SOULS,

i.e., THE HOME Christ yearns to live in the most.

May the Blessed Virgin whose Solemnity of Immaculate
Conception we will celebrate Monday help us in these
preparations to discover that Christ is THE GIFT we all
wait for.

Advent Journey of Wonder and Awe
Thursday evenings in Advent at 7:00PM with Deacon Al
Each evening will have slide show presentation and reflection con-

cluding with Benediction. All are welcome!

GIVING TREE - Gift Cards DUE NEXT SUNDAY! Please
be sure to write the dollar amount of the gift card on the
tag attached to the gift card.

Holy Name Society—December 14 9:30am Mass, Divine Mer-
cy Chaplet right after, and gathering downstairs for refreshments, reflec-
tion, and friendship. Our reflection topic is “NCYC 2025 - Pope Leo
XIV’s historic first digital encounter with young U.S. Catholics."

Sunday Dec. 21 is Bambinelli Sunday In Rome,
every family brings their “Baby Jesus” from their Nativity
Scene to receive a blessing from the Pope at the Ange-
lus. Please bring your Baby Jesus that you will put in your
manger to this year's OLV Bambinelli Blessing. We will
have it during 9:30AM Family Mass on Sunday, Decem-
ber 21, in the OLV gym.

Silent Night, Holy Night
Monday, December 22 - 6 to 9PM in OLV Church

During the season of Advent we invite young, and not so young, to stop
for 10 minutes from all the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, and
visit Jesus in His Church. Sometimes, especially around Christmas, we
are so busy with last minute preparations that we forget about preparing
our hearts and souls for the holy celebration of Christmas. As a family,
what greater example can we give to our children than to come to God’s
house and in the silence of the night offer our prayers to Emmanuel —
God with us. Please make the effort to come and allow the music of the
season to prepare you for the Feast of Christmas.

Bethlehem Handicrafts
From the birthplace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Christian community
is seeking your love and support through obtaining their handmade
olive wood religious articles. These items will be displayed at the
church after all Masses the weekend of December 20th and 21st.
Your help can and will make a difference in the lives of your brothers
and sisters in Bethlehem.

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
“The Immaculate Conception” is a title reserved for Mary,
the mother of Jesus, the Christ. The expression means
that MARY was conceived without sin. The conviction
that Jesus was born of a virgin is a distinct belief, even
though many Catholics erroneously believe that the
Immaculate Conception refers to Jesus. Contributing to
the confusion is the celebration of the Immaculate Con-
ception during the season of Advent. While the faithful
are preparing to honor the birth of their Savior Jesus,
we commemorate the conception of Mary. The choice of
December 8 for the Immaculate Conception does not
directly relate to Advent; it corresponds more to the tradi-
tional date for the feast of the Birth of Mary, September 8.
The feast of the conception of Mary is backed up from
that day by nine months. In a similar way, we celebrate
the Annunciation on March 25, nine months before the
birth of Jesus. Belief in the Immaculate Conception
asserts that God preserved Mary from all sin from the
moment of her conception, thus preparing a pure vessel
for the incarnation of the Son. Although the Immaculate
Conception of Mary has been affirmed since the earliest
centuries of Christianity, it was not formally proclaimed
until 1854. December 8 is now a Holy day of Obligation
in the United States, which is placed under Mary’s pat-
ronage with this title. Mary, the Immaculate Conception,
is the exalted Queen of Heaven who manifests God'’s
power over sin.

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

Christmas Eve, December 24
3:30pm Christmas Pageant & 4:00pm Mass in OLV Gym
4:30pm Mass in Church
6:00pm Mass in Church
9:00pm Latin Mass in Church

Christmas Day, December 25
(Christmas Carols 30 minutes before Mass)
12:00am Midnight Mass in Church

8:00am Mass in Church
9:30am Mass in Church
10:45am Mass in Church

12:00Noon Mass in Church
1:00pm Spanish Mass in Church

NO EVENING MASS Christmas Day

Consider Carpooling
Please do not park at Community Church

What if you are CALLED! ??? Call the Vocations office 973-497-
4365 and ask for Fr. Gino, Director, who is always ready to listen - or
call Fr. Wojciech at our parish 201-768-1706, x11.

Pray for Vocations
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Pray for Those in the Military Mass Intentions
] Sunday, December 7 — 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
US Army US Marine Corps. - St. Ambrose-Bishop of Milan, Italy

Captain Ben Clemente

RRT Specialist James Crumb
Staff Sergeant Peter Dippolito
Major Michael Franson
Sergeant First Class Charles Greene
Captain Shawn Linn

Sergeant Major Marc Medina
Captain John G. Miele
Captain Joseph W. Niece
Private Edward Oakley
Captain Jack Ottomanelli
Staff Sergeant David Petersen
Specialist John Petersen

US Air Force
1st Lieutenant Brian Kearney
Chief Master Sergeant Shawn Liewellyn

Corporal Shanna Bennett
Staff Sergeant Matthew Brady
1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo
Lance Corporal Nicholas Giron
Major Stephen |kalowych
Captain J.P. Maher

Corporal Cody McGrath

US Navy

Commander Julia Cheringal
Lieutenant Jonathan Clemente
Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger
Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger
Airman Cody Massa

Prayer for the Safety of Soldiers

Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in You will be glad and
forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they discharge their
duties. Protect them with the shield of Your strength and keep them safe
from all evil and harm. May the power of Your love enable them to return
home in safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise You for
Your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Pray for Our Sick Please Pray in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that
the sick of the Parish may be restored to health and all those who assist
and care for the sick will be given the strength to continue God's Will:
infants Jack Merritt, Abigail Jude, Aidan, Olive, Adeline Quarello, Jonathan
& Joseph; children Gabriel Aungst, Antonio and Shane, Cordelia and
Eileen, Remy and Silvie; Annie Baklycki, Kevin Douglas Barry, Michael
Baruch, Julie Berbert, Paul Brennan, James Buckley, Kathe Burruano, Joe
Cafaro, Anna Carfagno, Bill Clark, Kevin Columbo, Thomas Connolly, Eddie
Cooper, Paula Criqui, Michael Curran, Marie D’Ascenzo, Maryann Dean,
Noelle DeJoseph, Vincent DePaola, Marge Devitt, Guy DeSantis, Siobhan
Donaghi, Whitney Dugan, Carl Falasca, Michael Fallon, Dan Filippone,
Jeremy Fillis, Walter Flaherty, Mary Foley, Phil Gangusa & Vicky Ferrara,
Robin Fletcher, Leo Gendron, Ken Grier, Glenn Hall, Amy Hartwell, Richard
Hogan, Kristine Leigh Hook, Rolando Joaquim, Austin Kellar, Pat Kissane,
Christina Kenny, Tim Keohane, Joseph Koch, Artie Latz, Kenneth Luther,
Peter Mahler, Robert Mayer, James McGarry, Michael McMahon, Adolfo
Mendoza, David Mercur, Alice Miller, Len Moriarity, Gianna Moscatello,
Kevin Mullane, Rose Marie Myers, Natalie Niebergall, Michael Oates, John
Pal, Mary Parker, Tom Paskewich, Ronald Peterson, Bob Phillips, Canice
Prince, Christina Pulver, William Ragu, Dan & Phyllis Ragusa, Robert Ras-
mussen, Patrick Ricci, Herman Rodriguez, Veronica Romanchuk, Wendy
Ruggiero, Beth Sacco, Blase K Sacus, Samantha Sconzo, Patricia Ann
Shalhoub, Peggy and Chris Shedden, Brian Sumereau, Michael Suresh,
Maria Tamayo, Ollie Tetlow, Angeline Thomas, Felicia Veneruso, Jim
Vlantes, Dennis Ubriaco, Carl Walker, Megan Weingarten, Hope White, Maria
Williams, Daniel Wu, Mary Young, Anthony K., Brian, Christina, Donna M.,
Edward, Elba, Jack, Jennifer, Joann, John, Karen, Kathleen V., Kaitlin V. Lauren, Lisa,
Lou, Lucas, Lynn, Mary, Margaret, Melinda, Michelle, Patrick, Peter, Robert, Saman-
tha, Sarah, Scott, Sharon, Steven, Tom.

KIDZ KORNER ANSWERS
1. The belief that the Virgin Mary was free from
original sin from the moment of her conception.
2. December 8th.
3. Advent.
4. Coming or arrival.

7:00 James Clark R/b OLV Knights of Columbus
8:00 Ralph Schroeder R/b Rae Rinaldi
9:30 Selena Piazza R/b OLV Knights of Columbus
9:30 (Gym) Anthony Zaccaro R/b the Evanella Family
10:45 Charles Touw R/b Joan Crowley

12:00 Deacon Richard McLaughlin

1:00 People of the Parish

6:00 Lydia Mohsenin R/b the Dunn Family
Monday, December 8 - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

6:15 Aileen Vassar R/b Rae Rinaldi
8:00 Anna Grassi & Carla Errico R/b Family
12:00 Wiliam McGinnis R/b Pete Stonitsch
4:00 Elizabeth Gormley Mafaro R/b the Gill Family
5:00 Kathy Riely R/b Joe Tobia

6:00 Latin Anthony Buljevic
Tuesday, December 9 - Saint Juan Diego
8:00 Aileen Vassar
12:00 Helen Smith R/b the Oakley Family
Wednesday, December 10 - Our Lady of Loreto
8:00 Rosa Belen Cruz Villafane-1st Anniv.  R/b the Kristofich Family
12:00 Intentions of Brian McElroy Il R/b the McElroy Family
Thursday, December 11 - St. Damasus | of Rome, Pope
8:00 Intentions of Mary Madden R/b Bridie Kiene
12:00 Bartram Lee Reeves R/b the Reeves Family
Friday, December 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe
8:00 Rose and Don Palumbo R/b William and Carole DeBrino
12:00 Lucy Ulisse R/b Don Ulisse
Saturday, December 13 - St. Lucy of Syracuse, Italy, virgin, martyr
8:00 Aileen Vassar R/b Chris and Cathy Plunkett
12:00 Charles Touw R/b OLV St. Vincent de Paul'Social Concems
4:00 Gerry Weir R/b Michael Weir
5:00 Margaret Lowe R/b the Burderi Family
Sunday, December 14— 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
-St. John of the Cross of Spain, priest
R/b Jeanne Marie Walsh
R/b Lorraine Petrone
R/b Bob and Dolores Cavagnet
R/b the Pedersen Family
R/b Cathy Ryan
R/b Julia Dalton

R/b the Evanella Family

7:00 James M. Walsh

8:00 Aileen Vassar

9:30 Peter Redmond

9:30 (Gym) Anthony Zaccaro
10:45 Patrick J. Coleman
12:00 Dalton Family

1:00 People of the Parish
6:00 Robert Apa R/b Darlene Bellizzi

Sanctuary Memorials (this week)
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn for the souls in Purgatory.
The BI. Virgin Mary Votive Lamp will burn for the repose of the soul
of Lydia Mohsenin, r/b the Dunn Family.
The St. Joseph Votive Lamp will burn for the repose of the soul of
Michael Wiseman, r/b Fred and Jane Wiseman
Flower & Sanctuary Offerings Flowers, Bread and Wine, the
BI. Virgin Mary and St. Joseph Votive Lamps and Sanctuary Lamp in
the Church can be dedicated on a weekly basis. Contact the rectory
for more information.

TRelevant Radio

Listener Supported Talk Radio for Catholic Life
Download the Relevant Radio® App on App Store or GooglePlay
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Saint Damasus - December 11

St. Damasus served as bishop
of Rome for 18 years as Pope
Damasus | (366-384). He had to
endure significant controversy
early in his pontifical reign when
a factional group of bishops in- |8
sisted that their chosen claim-
ant, Ursinus, was the true pope. F
Both sides resorted to violence
before the issue was decided in
favor of Damasus. He went on
to make the unification of the
Church a central focus of his &
papacy and fervently fought to
counter any division caused by the many heretical teach-
ings of his time.

While he was pope, Christianity was declared the offi-
cial religion of the Roman Empire and Rome’s authority in
the Church was decided by a synod that Damasus called
in 382. This synod established Rome as the direct
descendant of the Church founded by the apostle Saint
Peter, the apostolic see, and put an end to confusion
stemming from Constantinople, which some were already
calling ‘The New Rome’.

To further unify the Church, Damasus introduced Latin

as the principle liturgical language and commissioned his
secretary, Saint Jerome, to compile and revise the vari-
ous translations of the Bible into one official translation to
be used by the entire Church: The Latin Vulgate. This
successfully preserved the original Scriptures by making
them more accessible to the average Christian.
A writer and poet himself, Saint Damasus lives on in his-
tory through his many epigrams and verse inscriptions
that can be found on the Roman catacombs that he re-
stored during his papacy. Saint Jerome described his
friend, Pope Damasus, as being “an incomparable per-
son, learned in the Scriptures, a virgin doctor of the virgin
Church, who loved chastity and heard its praises with
pleasure.”

John
the
Baptist

Are vou an ADULT without
Confirmation, Communion or Baptism?

If you want to become a Roman Catholic or complete your Initiation into
the Church, the RCIA is for you! For information, phone the  rectory.
Adult Catholics who have not yet celebrated Confirmation or Holy Com-
munion should contact the rectory for preparation class/information.

REQUIREMENTS FOR BAPTISM OR CONFIRMATION SPONSOR
Godparent/Sponsor must be at least 16 years old * Godparent/Sponsor
must be in good standing with the Catholic Church. Must be a practic-
ing Catholic (Attend Sunday Mass weekly). * Must have received the Sacra-
ments of Baptism, Communion, and Confirmation. If married, must be
married in the Catholic Church. * If single, not living with significant other,
nor married civilly only. * Godparent/Sponsor cannot be the candidate’s
parent. Each child only requires one Godparent. If you wish to have two
Godparents, there must be one female and one male. (CanonLaw872-874)

Sacred Matrimony on Sacred ground
“ceremony” at the venue is not a valid Sacrament
For the Catholic Church the Sacrament of Matrimony is such a sacred
matter that the Church requires for two Catholics to be married Sacra-
mentally in the Catholic Church, not elsewhere. All the Sacraments
except Confession are always celebrated in Church. Baptism, First Holy
Communion, Confirmation and the Sacred Orders (Priesthood is even
celebrated at the Cathedral of a given Diocese). A Catholic priest can
only officiate Sacrament of Matrimony of two Catholics on sacred
grounds (Church). This wedding at the same time is a civil wedding. For
more info contact Fr. Wojciech.

X afe Anywoman who is pregnant and in need of assis-
tance should never feel that abortion is her only option. For confidential
assistance call: Archdiocese Respect Life Office 973-497-4350*Gateway
Pregnancy Ctr. 908-353-0604*Catholic Community Svcs. 201-246-7379
*Lifecall 800-662-2678*Birthright: 201-845-4646*NewHope 201-722-4705.

OLV Needlers If you'd like to learn to knit or crochet, join us in the lower
church Wednesdays at 6PM and/or Thursdays after 12Noon Mass. Yarn,
crochet hooks and knitting needles supplied.

OLV Knights of Columbus All men over 18 are invited to join the Knights
of Columbus. As Catholic men we are called to lead, serve, protect and
defend our Faith, families, and our parish. The Knights of Columbus will
help you grow as a husband, father and Catholic. Join us!

Catholic Daughters of the Americas For info’ call Marie 201-741-0499.

From Archdiocese: Report Financial Misconduct Confidentially: if you suspect financial
misconduct use EthicsPoint, an independent and confidential reporting tool that helps
the Archdiocesan community address issues while promoting positive parish, school
and workplace environments. Visit www.rcan.org for the hotline and reporting link.

St. Joseph’s HS theatre: We are happy to announce that IS HE
DEAD? will be performed on Friday, Dec. 12 at 7PM, and Saturday, Dec.
13 at 2PM and 7PM in our Rehearsal Studio. All tickets are $10 and it is
general seating. For tickets visit sjr.booktix.com. "Nosh with the director”
at 1PM in the lobby before the Dec 13th 2PM show.

Candlelight Carol Sing: Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart,
Newark - Wed., December 17 at 8PM & Thur., December 18 at 8PM.
For more info cathedralinfo@rcan.org

SAVE THE DATE - January 17, 2026
ANNUAL “Hap Nightingale“ BEEFSTEAK
Our Lady of Victories Knights of Columbus Council 14483
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Our Lady of Guadalupe—December 12

Jasmine Flowers and Our Lady

The Guadalupe apparitions
reveal a special meaning in §
relation to the jasmine flower. §
A picture paints a thousand
words, they say. The miracu
lous image of Our Lady o
Guadalupe speaks to the
truth of that old saying. Every
detail on the Tilma - no mat
ter how tiny - speaks vol
umes.

Let's take a quick look a
just one of these features: the
four-petaled jasmine flowe
on Our Lady’s dress.

In Aztec culture, each peta
of the jasmine represents a
direction - north, south, east,
or west - and each direction
is governed by its own god.
At the same time, the jasmine
is associated with the sun god, whose main temple was
built over a system of natural caves in the shape of a four-
petaled flower. So, the four-segmented shape represents
the entirety of the cosmos, with the sun god in its center.
The four-petaled jasmine flower, therefore, is a symbol of
the highest divinity, the sun god himself, who is the center
of all.

On Our Lady’s dress, this flower is found directly over
her womb, indicating to the Aztec people that she herself
carries the only frue God, the frue Center of the cosmos.
Thus, the tiny flower - half-hidden in the thick folds of a
gloriously floral garment - steadfastly proclaims in silent
humility that Our Lady is the Mother of the Most High
God. Thus, the tiny flower - half-hidden in the thick folds
of a gloriously floral garment - steadfastly proclaims in
silent humility that Our Lady is the Mother of the Most
High God.

It is necessary to understand that
the whole of our life must be an “Advent”,

a vigilant awaiting of the final coming of Christ.
Pope St. John Paul Il

St. Lucy was, and still is, a very popular saint in Naples,
and, of course, the most popular in her native Sicily. She
was born of noble Christian parents in the late third centu-
ry in the city of Syracuse on the island of Sicily. Not far
from her birthplace, in Catania, about fifty miles away,
was the tomb of the virgin martyr Saint Agatha, who was
slain for her Catholic Faith a half century earlier during the
Decian persecution (249-253).

So revered was Saint Agatha that
numerous Christians came to ven- |
erate her relics, risking their lives in |
doing so, and many (God knows
how many) were cured of various
illnesses. As a young girl, Lucy’s
Catholic faith and devotion to Christ
grew strong, and so did her longing |8
to give all the material goods she
had to the poor and, like Saint Aga-
tha, she was determined to conse- |
crate her virginity in service to God.
These intentions were kept secret
by her, for a while, from her moth-
er, but after her father's early
death, her mother, Eutychia, began
suffering from a serious hemor-
rhage. Her daughter convinced her to come with her to
Catania and ask Saint Agatha for a cure. She agreed,
and, upon venerating the martyr’s relics, she was cured.
So grateful was Eutychia for this miraculous favor that,
upon hearing of her daughter’s holy resolve, she gave her
a Catholic mother’s full support. However, there was one
problem. Prior to this, and without Lucy’s knowledge, her
mother had arranged for her to marry a young pagan.
When this man noticed Lucy’s largess with the poor, he
became very upset. Life of Saint Lucy, by Quirizio di Gio-
vanni da Murano: The year was 303, and a hew emperor,
Diocletian, had passed an edict declaring Christians to be
“‘enemies of the state.” Two years of a persecution equal
to, if not surpassing, that of Decius in its cruel intensity,
ensued. The rejected betrothed reported Lucy to the gov-
ernor of Syracuse. First, she was condemned to a brothel,
but, when they tried to drag her there, her body became
rigid and immobile. Then, an executioner at tempted to
burn her alive, but the fire did her no harm. Finally, her
neck was pierced with a sword, and her virginal soul was
taken to heaven where she received the martyr’s crown.

KIDZ KORNER

1. What is the Immaculate Conception?
2. When do we celebrate this solemnity?
3. What is the first season on the Church calendar?
4. What does the word Advent mean?
Answers on page 3.
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