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Pastor’s Letter         2 
Advent begins not with lullabies but with a 

shout: “Stay awake!” 

Jesus speaks these words in today’s Gospel 

(Matthew 24:37-44), and the Church places 

them in our ears on the very first day of the 

new liturgical year like a trumpet blast. We 

are not easing gently into Christmas. We 

are being summoned to attention. 
 

Think of it. While the malls started playing “Jingle Bells” 

weeks ago and the world is already exhausted from holiday 

frenzy, the Church steps back and says, “No. First things 

first. The Lord is coming. Be ready.” Advent is counter-

cultural by design. It refuses to let Christmas be reduced to 

sentimentality. It insists that the cradle in Bethlehem cannot 

be separated from the cross on Calvary or the clouds of the 

final coming. 
 

“Stay awake!” is not a suggestion for insomniacs. It is the 

urgent plea of a God who loves us too much to let us 

sleepwalk through life. In the days of Noah, people were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage—

perfectly ordinary things—right up to the moment the flood 

came. They were not ready, not because they were especially 

wicked, but because they were distracted. They had 

forgotten that history has a destination and that every human 

life is lived in the tense interval between promise and 

fulfillment. 
 

That is our situation exactly. We, too, live between the 

times: Christ has come in the flesh, Christ will come again in 

glory, and right now Christ comes to us quietly in Word and 

Sacrament, in the poor, in the stranger, in the stillness of 

prayer. The whole Christian life is learning to recognize Him 

in all three comings. 
 

So what does it mean, practically, to “stay awake” this 

Advent? 
 

Reclaim silence. The world will try to fill every spare second 

with noise. Guard at least fifteen minutes a day for real 

silence—phone off, lights low, heart open. Let the Lord 

speak in the stillness you finally give Him. 
 

Make a confession. Nothing wakes the soul like the grace of 

absolution. If it has been a while, homecoming awaits you. 

The Lord is richer in mercy than we are in misery. 
 

Simplify one thing. Choose one area—decorations, 

spending, schedule, social media—and deliberately do less. 

Create breathing room for wonder. 
 

Light the candle and mean it. When you light the first purple 

candle on your Advent wreath tonight, pause and pray: 

“Come, Lord Jesus. Wake me up to Your presence here and 

now.” 
 

Watch for the unexpected. The Son of Man comes “at an 

hour you do not expect.” He may come today in the 

coworker who annoys you, in the child who needs a story 

read slowly, in the homeless man whose eyes meet yours. 

Be awake enough to recognize Him. 
 

Advent is short—only four weeks this year—but it is deep. 

It is the Church’s annual retreat, a yearly chance to 

remember who we are: pilgrims, not permanent residents; 

watchmen on the walls, not settlers in the city. The wreaths, 

the candles, the “O Antiphons,” the empty manger waiting 

for the Infant—all of it is training in wakefulness. That 

future is not automatic. It is the fruit of lives that have 

learned to stay awake and walk while it is still day. So let 

the world rush. We will wait. We will watch. We will walk 

in the light of the Lord. 
 

Many of you kindly noticed my absence over the past four 

weeks. I had taken some much-needed time away to visit my 

mother and siblings, a visit filled with joy, laughter, and 

precious family moments. 
 

The highlight was returning to my childhood church where, 

twenty-five years ago, I was ordained a priest. There, 

surrounded by old friends, fellow priests, and the parish 

community that first welcomed me into ministry, I 

celebrated my silver jubilee of ordination. It was a deeply 

moving milestone, and I promise to share more reflections 

and photos in an upcoming article. 
 

I am profoundly grateful to the priests and staff who so 

faithfully cared for the parish in my absence. Your 

dedication allowed me to step away with complete peace of 

mind. Now I am happily back home among you, refreshed 

and eager to journey through this Advent season together as 

we prepare our hearts and our parish for the coming of 

Christ at Christmas. 
 

With gratitude and God's blessings, 

Father Tomy Abraham 

 

“Among you I am a man of faith, with you I am a 

Christian and for you I am a priest.” 



Mass Intentions 

The presider schedule for the entire month  
is posted on our website. 
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Pray for...  

Recently Deceased.... 
Jeanne Palumbo, Rose Hawkins 

Michael Andersen 
Ricky Baldasti 
Marianne Bowen 
Bruna Bruno Barbosa 
Linda Connor 
Dora Cuellar  
A.M. Cullen 
Sharon Currie  
Maggie Depa 
Audrey Dore 
Wanda Duwal 
Flo Dudzik  
Kate Eugene 

Mary Anne Ferry      
Sandy Heavey     
Mary Heiress   
Richard Hetzer 
Todd Hindendburg 
Marcia Hirschauer       
Chris Hommowun 
Danny Hurley 
Meg Kerber 
Joey Leppert 
Dave Ligon 
Annabelle Manago 
Lauren Mangino 

Maureen McAleavy 
Tricia McCoy 
Ryan Mikula 
Peggy Molitor 
Carolyn Orthner 
Robert Pera 
Violet Radman 
Chaz Rosson 
Bella S. 
John Sieja 
Dolores Slater 
Maria Hernandez Valbuena 
Marty VanHoesen 

Monday,  December 1 

  7:30 AM †Daniel Davitt; †Dorothy Davitt; †John Gramza; 

                 †Pina & Tony Donato 

Tuesday, December 2  

  7:30 AM Holy Archangels Parishioners 

  8:30 AM Holy Archangels Parishioners 

Wednesday, December 3 

  7:30 AM †Holy Souls in Purgatory; †Lucas Lavenson 

Thursday, December 4 

  7:30 AM  Holy Archangels Parishioners 

 Friday, December 5 

  7:30 AM Crickette Ziols (int.) 

Saturday, December 6 

  4:30 PM †Rosemarie Colletti; †Joe McCormack;  

                 †Leonard & Dorothy Kadzielawski;  

                 †Vincent Curkov 

Sunday, December 7 

  8:00 AM †Samantha Bysse; †Lina Szott; †Andrew Nies 

  9:00 AM †Deceased Members of Luga-Selker Families;  

                 †Dan McDonald  

10:00 AM †Camille Lauritzen; †Michael Rajhal;  

                 †William & Eleanor Marsh 

11:00 AM †Jim Mulcahey 

12:00 PM †Richard Landgraff; †Juanchito Almonte 
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Serve & Grow                    6 

Gospel Meditation 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 
 
A few years ago, my house was broken into on Super Bowl 

Sunday. Turns out, it’s a great day for burglars. If the TV isn’t 

on, people are probably watching the game somewhere else, so 

… easy pickins’. I’ll never forget walking into my bedroom 

and realizing someone had been there. My stuff was thrown all 

over the floor. The closet was torn apart. It was disorienting 

and disturbing — someone had invaded the space I thought was 

secure. After that, I bought an alarm system. And every Super 

Bowl Sunday since, I’m extra careful to lock the doors and 

keep the lights on. That experience made me more alert. Not 

scared. Just attentive. 
 

That’s much like the spiritual place Jesus wants us to be on this 

first Sunday of Advent. He doesn’t start the season with soft 

candlelight and cozy manger scenes. He starts with two brutal 

images: a flood and a thief. In other words, chaos and violation. 
 

Why? Because life will flood us. Chaos will come. And in the 

midst of it, Christ will come like a thief — not to steal from us, 

but to steal us back. He is the intruder we should want. The one 

who breaks in, not to ransack, but to rescue. 
 

Christ presents himself as the thief but also the new Noah. He 

builds the ark of the Church to carry us through the flood. And 

he invites us to join him. How? By participating fully in our 

parishes. By making our homes places of prayer. By guarding 

our hearts with truth. By refusing to let spiritual complacency 

leave us exposed. By repentance. 
 

This Advent, don’t just stay vaguely “awake.” Prepare. Build. 

Watch. The flood will come. But so will he. 

 
Father John Muir       ©LPI 
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Time, Talent & Treasure 9 
Stewardship of 

 BENEFICIARY INFORMATION: 

Below is a sample of how to name Holy Archangels Parish as a  
beneficiary in a will, trust, IRA, life insurance policy etc.: 

The Catholic Bishop of Chicago, tax ID 36-2170826, a  
corporation sole located in Chicago, Illinois, to be used for the benefit 
of Holy Archangels Parish located in Hoffman Estates, Illinois. 
However, if Holy Archangels Parish ceases to exist in its current form, 
then to the new parish erected in it's stead. 

Our Holy Archangels Parish online giving platform is established. Scan 
the QR code or visit our website: www.holyarchangelsparish.org  
At the bottom of the homepage you will see a link:  
Holy Archangels Parish– Online Giving. 
We are very grateful for any donations and ask  
God to bless you for your generosity. 

ONLINE GIVING 

      What will you give back to God from the Blessings you have received?  

 

     

YEAR 2025/2026 2024/2025 Inc. Dec. % Change 

3rd Week in Nov *$34,817.00  *$27,871.00   $6,946.00   24.92%   

YEAR TO DATE *$574,555.82   *$547,388.96    $27,166.86    4.96%  

*The reflects cash, check and online giving for Sunday Offering.  

STEWARDSHIP      

May God bless you and your family for your generosity to our Parish. 

SUNDAY OFFERTORY ONLY 

Knights of Columbus 
See what we do… 

HoffmanSchaumburgKnights.com 

https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/407/events-list-basic
https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/407/events-list-basic
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Get Your Event or Ministry’s Information  
in the Bulletin 

For complete details and instructions on how to publicize your events 
in our bulletin, in our buildings, on our website, through email, and on 
social media, scan the QR code or visit our website:  
 

https://www.holyarchangelsparish.org/schdulingpublicity  
 

Please email your publicity requests to publicity@holyap.org  
and indicate the date(s) you wish your materials to run and which  
publicity media you wish to use in the subject line and file 
name.  
 

For questions:  
Call: 847-885-7700, ext. 119 | Email: publicity@holyap.org 

Mass Intention Request  
Mass intention requests to be placed in the bulletin and read at Mass: 
The lead time for requests is 3 weeks.                                                                           
For Mass intention requests to be read at Mass only: Lead time is at 
least 5 days prior to the Mass date. 
 
 

A member of our office staff will contact you to confirm request if left 
as a voicemail or submitted online.  For questions or if your request is 
not within the time frames listed above, please call the parish office 
at 847-885-7700, ext 102. to check availability. A suggested donation 
of $10 is requested. Thank you.  

TO 84576 

holyarchangels.flocknote.com 

Bulletin Prayer List Request 
To add someone to the prayer list in the bulletin, please go to the 
website, www.holyarchangelsparish.org and click on the Prayer 
Request button at the bottom of the page or call the parish office at 
847-885-7700, ext. 102. Those being prayed for will be listed for 4 
weeks in the bulletin and added to our book of prayer intentions in the 
church.  If you would like your loved one to continue to be listed 
beyond this time, please call the office. 

Holy Archangels Parish Office at St. Hubert:  

729 Grand Canyon Street 

Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 

847-885-7700   |   Fax: 847-885-4631 

office@holyap.org 

● Monday-Thursday: 8:00 AM—5:00 PM  
● Friday:  8:00 AM-4:00 PM 
● Saturday: 9:00 AM-Noon 

Sacramental Life 
For Baptisms, Weddings, Anointing Of The Sick 
and Funerals, please contact the parish office. 

NEW OFFICE HOURS: 

https://www.holyarchangelsparish.org/schdulingpublicity
https://holyarchangels.flocknote.com/
http://www.holyarchangelsparish.org
tel:847-885-7700
http://www.facebook.com/holyarchangelsparish


Connect with Us 

Matthew Hahn, Deacon & Director of Faith Formation 
mhahn@holyap.org | 847-885-7700, ext. 107 
 
Anjalina Benny, Director of Children’s Faith Formation 
abenny@holyap.org  |  847-885-7703 
 
Michel Domingue, Music Director 
mdomingue@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 108 
 
Janeen Feldman, Director of Evangelization  
jfeldman@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 602 
 
Scott Michaels, Director of Maintenance 
smichaels@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700 

Rev. Tomy Abraham, Pastor 
tabraham@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 106 
 
Rev. Oswald Nkyanungi, Associate Pastor 
onkyanungi@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 104 
 
Steve Baldasti, Deacon 
bjunctionb@hotmail.com  
 
Larry Smith, Deacon 
lsmith@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 103 
 
Greg Bowman, Operations Director 
gbowman@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 112 
 
Kristen Cullen, Office Manager 
kcullen@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 124 

ARCHDIOCESE HOTLINES 
Sexual Abuse.......................................800-994-6200 
Financial Misconduct...........................866-294-5256 

ALEXIAN INTERFAITH COUNSELING 
SERVICES…………………………………………………...855-383-2224 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE….877-863-6338 
CRISIS PREGNANCY HELPLINE…….630-339-3660   Dr. Reinhard Nickisch, Principal 

rnickisch@sthubertschool.org  |  847-885-7709 
 
Noranette Swick, Administrative Assistant 
nswick@sthubertschool.org  | 847-885-7702, ext. 203 

255 Flagstaff Lane | Hoffman Estates, IL 60169  
847-885-7702   |   Fax: 847-885-0604 
office@sthubertschool.org 

St. Hubert School 
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Pastoral Staff 

 


