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Pastor’s Letter                  2 
Today is the Fourth Sunday of Advent, 
the final step in our four-week journey 
of watchful waiting, yet in just four 
short days we will already be singing 
Silent Night at Christmas Mass. The 
Advent wreath will have its fourth 
candle blazing for only a few hours 
before the Christ candle takes center 

stage. For those of us who love the quiet, expectant spirit 
of Advent, it feels almost unfair like the season has 
slipped through our fingers just as we were settling into 
its rhythm.  
 

And yet, perhaps this compressed timetable is a gift in 
disguise. It forces us to hold two truths together: the 
longing of Advent and the joy of Christmas are not rivals; 
they are two movements of the same symphony. We do 
not have to choose between them. We can live both at 
once.  
 

Looking back, these past few weeks have flown by in a 
blur of snowstorms and candlelight. The first two 
weekends brought real winter snow enough to slow us 
down, to make the roads quiet and the church steps 
slippery, to remind us that nature itself was keeping 
Advent with us. Inside the church, though, something 
beautiful was happening. Daily Mass attendance grew. 
The adoration was well attended. Ministry schedules 
filled up with willing hands. And the confession lines 
stretched longer. People came, young and old, to make 
straight the highway for our God in the desert of their 
own hearts. Our parish school children and faith 
formation students had their own opportunities for the 
sacrament of reconciliation, and every teacher, catechist, 
and volunteer who made that possible deserves our 
deepest gratitude. They helped our young ones experience 
the liberating joy of God’s mercy at the very moment the 
Church asks us to prepare room for the Savior.  
 

Today’s Gospel could not be more perfectly timed. On 
this last Sunday of Advent, the Church gives us the visit 
of the Angel to Joseph in a dream. Joseph hears the 
astonishing word of the angel, "Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For 
it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been 
conceived in her.” Joseph does according to what the 
Angel told him to do. The prophecy of Isaiah that we 
have carried in our hearts all Advent -”Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel” (Is 7:14) - is fulfilled before our eyes. God is 
with us. Not in some distant future, not only at the end of 
time, but here, now, in the hidden quiet of a young 
woman’s yes.  
 

That same God-with-us is born again this Christmas in the 
silence of our own hearts when we, like Mary and Joseph, 
make room for him. The snow may melt, the candles may 
burn down, the Advent wreath may be packed away by 
Friday, Christmas gifts will be opened but Emmanuel 
remains.  
 

As we move so quickly from the fourth candle to the 
Christmas, let us carry one special intention into 
Christmas night. This year, let us remember in a 
particular way everyone who is struggling. Those who are 
lonely though surrounded by lights and music. Those who 
are grieving an empty chair at the table. Those facing 
illness, unemployment, broken relationships, those 
Christians who are persecuted for their faith or the quiet 
ache of depression that Christmas can sometimes sharpen 
rather than heal. May the Child in the manger bring them 
the comfort they cannot manufacture for themselves. May 
they hear, beneath all the carols and commotion, the 
gentle heartbeat of God-with-us.  
 

The Advent season may feel as though it has raced past 
us, but its essential work is finished when Christmas 
arrives: our hearts have been widened, even if only a 
little, to receive the One who has been coming toward us 
from all eternity. Keep watch a few hours more. And 
then, when Thursday dawns for Midnight Mass, step 
joyfully into Christmas with Mary’s fiat on your lips and 
Emmanuel in your heart.  
 

Merry Christmas to you all. The Lord is near.  
He is here!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Father Tomy Abraham 

 

“Among you I am a man of faith, with you I am a 

Christian and for you I am a priest.” 



Mass Intentions 

The presider schedule for the entire month  
is posted on our website. 

                                    Pray & Worship

Pray for...  

Michael Andersen 
Ricky Baldasti 
Marianne Bowen 
Bruna Bruno Barbosa 
Linda Connor 
Dora Cuellar  
A.M. Cullen 
Audrey Dore 
Flo Dudzik  
Kate Eugene 
Mary Anne Ferry      
Sandy Heavey     
Mary Heiress   
Richard Hetzer 

Todd Hindendburg 
Marcia Hirschauer       
Chris Hommowun 
Gerald Huber 
Danny Hurley 
Amy Singler-Keaton 
Meg Kerber 
Joey Leppert 
Dave Ligon 
Lauren Mangino 
Maureen McAleavy 
Kathryn McCord 
Tricia McCoy 
Ryan Mikula 

Peggy Molitor 
Barbar Nies 
Robert Pera 
Violet Radman 
Mike Ritter 
Chaz Rosson 
Bella S. 
Howard Selkin 
John Sieja 
Amy Singler-Keaton 
Dolores Slater 
Maria Hernandez Valbuena 
Marty VanHoesen 
Eleanor Voncina 

Monday,  December 22 

  7:30 AM Holy Archangels Parishioners 

Tuesday, December 23 

  7:30 AM †Frank & Shirley Ross; †Julian Lobigas;  

                 †Patricia Kelley 

Wednesday, December 24 Christmas Eve 

  3:00 PM at St. Matthew: †Frank Mercurio 

  3:00 PM at St. Hubert: †Lou Buchenot; †Rose O’Hara;  

                 †Kathy Santini; †Rosemary Voncina;  

                 †Basil & Helen McCleod 

 5:00 PM  †Sr. Benedicta Fritz; †Charles & Teresa Paletta;      

                 †Sr. Mary Thomas Kolba O.S.F;  

                 †Winslow & Blanche Kolba;  

                 †Chester & Mae Madrzak 

 Midnight  †Stanek & Jankowski Families; †LeRoy Kauffman; 

                 †Erlinda Armullas; 

Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day 

  8:00 AM Holy Archangels Parishioners 

  9:00 AM †John & Jenny Arko †David Reed; †Henry Peresz  

                 †Isabela & Frank Mendys;  

                 †Vasile, Carlson & Behm Families 

10:00 AM †Roy Scottberg; †Kenneth McInerney 

11:00 AM Holy Archangels Parishioners 

12:00 PM †Fran Nick 

 Friday, December 26 

  7:30 AM †Fran Nick 

Saturday, December 27 

  4:30 PM †Paul Polak,Sr.; †Susan Macklin;  

                 †Dorothy Colello; †Maria Veronica Millo;  

                 †Satumina Alabado 

Sunday, December 28 

  8:00 AM †Larry Muellner 

  9:00 AM †Marty Stanton 

10:00 AM †Sue Buchenot-Macklin; †Antonio Leto;  

                 †Simone & Andre Lucas; †Azucena Mariano;  

                 †Beth Carney 

11:00 AM Holy Archangels Parishioners 

12:00 PM †Julian Lobigas 
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5          Faith Formation 

Gospel Meditation 
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture 
A priest friend recently told me a remarkable story. One 

of his cousins reported having a vivid dream in which an 

angel told him the family needed to exhume their 

grandmother’s body from a cemetery in New York and 

return it to her birthplace in Romania. She had been dead 

nearly 10 years. As you might expect, the family thought 

it was, well, crazy. But astonishingly they exhumed her 

body. It was incorrupt, showing no signs of 

decomposition. That experience sparked healing, faith, 

and reconciliation throughout the family. 
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Joseph also receives a dream. 

He’s confused, afraid. But in the quiet of sleep, God 

speaks: “Do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into 

your home” (Matthew 1:20). When he wakes, Joseph 

acts. He doesn’t overanalyze or dismiss the message. He 

trusts, and acts. 
 

God still speaks — not necessarily through literal dreams 

but through those deeper intuitions of the heart.  

St. Ignatius of Loyola taught that God’s voice draws us 

into peace, courage, and love. But we have to listen to it. 

Advent is a time for stillness. As we prepare for Christ’s 

coming, we’re invited to enter that quiet space where 

God’s voice can be heard. 
 

When and how do you become most receptive to God? Is 

it in silence? In prayer? In nature? At Mass? This week, 

go there. Be still. Listen. And like Joseph, have the 

courage to act on what God shows you. 

- Father John Muir       ©LPI 
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                                                                                     7                        Meditation: Ron Rolheiser, OMI                              

BEING READY FOR CHRISTMAS 

Many of us arrive at Christmas tired, running, distracted, and already fatigued with the lights, songs, and 
celebrations of Christmas. Advent is meant to be a time of preparation for Christmas; but for many of us it is not 
exactly a time for the kind of preparation that enables Christ be born more deeply in our lives. Instead our 
preparation for Christmas is mostly a time of making ready to celebrate with our families, friends, and 
colleagues. The days leading up to Christmas are rarely serene. Instead we find ourselves harried and hurried 
putting up decorations, shopping for gifts, sending out cards, preparing food, and attending Christmas socials. 
Moreover, when Christmas arrives, we are already tired of Christmas carols, having heard them already, non-
stop, for weeks in our shopping malls, restaurants, public squares, and on our radio stations. 

And so Christmas, itself, generally finds us more in a pressured and tired space than in a leisured and rested 
one. Indeed sometimes the Christmas season is more an endurance test than a time of genuine enjoyment. 
Moreover and more seriously, if we are honest with ourselves, we have to admit that in our preparations for 
Christmas, we, in fact, make very little space for the spiritual, for Christ to be born more deeply in our lives. Our 
time of preparation is generally more of a time to prepare our houses than a time to prepare our souls, more of 
a time of shopping than of prayer, and more of a time of already feasting than a time of fasting as a preparation 
for a feast. Today advent is perhaps more about already celebrating Christmas than it is about preparing for it. 

And the end result is that, like the biblical innkeepers who had no room for Mary and Joseph at the first 
Christmas, we generally arrive at Christmas with “no room at the inn”, no space in our lives for a spiritual 
rebirth.  Our hearts are good, we want Christmas to renew us spiritually, but our lives are too pressured, too full 
of activity and tiredness, for us to have any real energy to make Christmas a special time of spiritual renewal for 
ourselves. The spirit of Christmas is still in us, real, but lying like a neglected baby in the straw waiting to be 
picked up. And we do intend to pick up the baby, but simply never get around to it. 

So how bad are we? 

Now, while this should challenge us to take a look at ourselves, it is not as bad as many religious critics make it 
out to be. Arriving at Christmas with a life too busy and too distracted to make more room for Christ doesn’t 
make us bad persons. It doesn’t mean that we are mindless pagans. And it doesn’t mean that Christ has died in 
our lives. We are not bad, faithless, and pagan because we habitually arrive at Christmas too distracted, too 
busy, too pressured, and too tired to make much of a conscious effort to make this feast a time of real spiritual 
renewal in our lives. Our spiritual lethargy simply defines us as more human than angelic, more earthy than 
platonic, and as more sensual than spiritual. I suspect that God fully understands this condition. 

Indeed, everyone struggles with this in some fashion. No one is perfect; no one gives a full place in his or her 
life to Christ, even at Christmas time. That should bring us some consolation. But it should also leave us with a 
pressing challenge: There is too little room for Christ in our busy, distracted lives! We must work at clearing 
some space for Christ, at making Christmas a time of spiritual refreshment and renewal in our lives. 

How do we do that? 

In the days leading up to Christmas, many of us struggle to do all the things we need to do to be ready for all 
that needs to happen in our houses, churches, and places of work. We need to shop for gifts, send out cards, 
put up lights and decorations, plan menus, buy food, attend a goodly number of Christmas socials at work, at 
church, at friends’ houses. This, added on to the normal pressures within our lives, not infrequently leaves us 
with the feeling: I’m not going to make it! I won’t be ready! I won’t be ready for Christmas! That’s a common 
feeling. 

But being ready for Christmas, getting everything we need to do done on time, making it, does not depend upon 
getting everything neatly checked off on our to-do list: gifts, done; cards, done; decorations, done; food, ready; 
the requisite number of social obligations, completed. Even if that list is only half done, if you find yourself in 
church at Christmas, if you find yourself at table with your family on Christmas day, and if you find yourself 
greeting your neighbors and colleagues with a little more warmth, then it doesn’t matter if you are distracted, 
tired, over-fed, and not thinking explicitly about Jesus, you’ve made it. 
 

Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser is a theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, 
and is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website, 
www.ronrolheiser.com. Reprinted from December 22, 2014. 
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Time, Talent & Treasure 9 
Stewardship of 

 BENEFICIARY INFORMATION: 

Below is a sample of how to name Holy Archangels Parish as a  
beneficiary in a will, trust, IRA, life insurance policy etc.: 

The Catholic Bishop of Chicago, tax ID 36-2170826, a  
corporation sole located in Chicago, Illinois, to be used for the benefit 
of Holy Archangels Parish located in Hoffman Estates, Illinois. 
However, if Holy Archangels Parish ceases to exist in its current form, 
then to the new parish erected in it's stead. 

Our Holy Archangels Parish online giving platform is established. Scan 
the QR code or visit our website: www.holyarchangelsparish.org  
At the bottom of the homepage you will see a link:  
Holy Archangels Parish– Online Giving. 
We are very grateful for any donations and ask  
God to bless you for your generosity. 

ONLINE GIVING 

      What will you give back to God from the Blessings you have received?  

 

     

YEAR 2025/2026 2024/2025 Inc. Dec. % Change 

1st Week in December *$32,721.00 *$30,419.00   $2,302.00   7.57%   

YEAR TO DATE *$662,883.82   *$632,894.96    $29,988.86    4.74%  

*The reflects cash, check and online giving for Sunday Offering.  

STEWARDSHIP      

May God bless you and your family for your generosity to our Parish. 

SUNDAY OFFERTORY ONLY 

NOVEMBER HIGHLIGHTS 
In November, our community came together in many meaningful ways to give thanks and praise. St. Hubert students, 
teachers, and staff honored and celebrated veterans by hosting a Veteran’s Day ceremony. At the Experience Jesus! 

Prayer Retreat, attendees encountered Jesus through prayer, adoration, thanksgiving, and song, and joined the Knights 
of Columbus in sharing a delicious potluck meal. We closed out the month by honoring and remembering the men and 

women of the Schaumburg Fire Department Local 4092 at the Annual Thanksgiving Memorial Mass. 
In this season of Thanksgiving, we remember that giving thanks is also giving to others.  

https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/407/events-list-basic
https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/407/events-list-basic
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Get Your Event or Ministry’s Information  
in the Bulletin 

For complete details and instructions on how to publicize your events 
in our bulletin, in our buildings, on our website, through email, and on 
social media, scan the QR code or visit our website:  
 

https://www.holyarchangelsparish.org/schdulingpublicity  
 

Please email your publicity requests to publicity@holyap.org  
and indicate the date(s) you wish your materials to run and which  
publicity media you wish to use in the subject line and file 
name.  
 

For questions:  
Call: 847-885-7700, ext. 119 | Email: publicity@holyap.org 

Mass Intention Request  
Mass intention requests to be placed in the bulletin and read at Mass: 
The lead time for requests is 3 weeks.                                                                           
For Mass intention requests to be read at Mass only: Lead time is at 
least 5 days prior to the Mass date. 
 
 

A member of our office staff will contact you to confirm request if left 
as a voicemail or submitted online.  For questions or if your request is 
not within the time frames listed above, please call the parish office 
at 847-885-7700, ext 102. to check availability. A suggested donation 
of $10 is requested. Thank you.  

TO 84576 

holyarchangels.flocknote.com 

Bulletin Prayer List Request 
To add someone to the prayer list in the bulletin, please go to the 
website, www.holyarchangelsparish.org and click on the Prayer 
Request button at the bottom of the page or call the parish office at 
847-885-7700, ext. 102. Those being prayed for will be listed for 4 
weeks in the bulletin and added to our book of prayer intentions in the 
church.  If you would like your loved one to continue to be listed 
beyond this time, please call the office. 

Holy Archangels Parish Office at St. Hubert:  

729 Grand Canyon Street 

Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 

847-885-7700   |   Fax: 847-885-4631 

office@holyap.org 

● Monday-Thursday: 8:00 AM—5:00 PM  
● Friday:  8:00 AM-4:00 PM 
● Saturday: 9:00 AM-Noon 

Sacramental Life 
For Baptisms, Weddings, Anointing Of The Sick 
and Funerals, please contact the parish office. 

NEW OFFICE HOURS: 

Overnight Retreat 1/16-1/19 
Bishop Lane Retreat Center | Rockford, IL 

All High School Juniors and Seniors Welcome! 
Scan the QR Code to Sign Up Today! 

https://www.holyarchangelsparish.org/schdulingpublicity
https://holyarchangels.flocknote.com/
http://www.holyarchangelsparish.org
tel:847-885-7700
http://www.facebook.com/holyarchangelsparish


Connect with Us 

Matthew Hahn, Deacon & Director of Faith Formation 
mhahn@holyap.org | 847-885-7700, ext. 107 
 
Anjalina Benny, Director of Children’s Faith Formation 
abenny@holyap.org  |  847-885-7703 
 
Michel Domingue, Music Director 
mdomingue@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 108 
 
Janeen Feldman, Director of Evangelization  
jfeldman@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 602 
 
Scott Michaels, Director of Maintenance 
smichaels@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700 

Rev. Tomy Abraham, Pastor 
tabraham@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 106 
 
Rev. Oswald Nkyanungi, Associate Pastor 
onkyanungi@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 104 
 
Steve Baldasti, Deacon 
bjunctionb@hotmail.com  
 
Larry Smith, Deacon 
lsmith@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 103 
 
Greg Bowman, Operations Director 
gbowman@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 112 
 
Kristen Cullen, Office Manager 
kcullen@holyap.org  |  847-885-7700, ext. 124 

ARCHDIOCESE HOTLINES 
Sexual Abuse.......................................800-994-6200 
Financial Misconduct...........................866-294-5256 

ALEXIAN INTERFAITH COUNSELING 
SERVICES…………………………………………………...855-383-2224 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HELPLINE….877-863-6338 
CRISIS PREGNANCY HELPLINE…….630-339-3660   Dr. Reinhard Nickisch, Principal 

rnickisch@sthubertschool.org  |  847-885-7709 
 
Noranette Swick, Administrative Assistant 
nswick@sthubertschool.org  | 847-885-7702, ext. 203 

255 Flagstaff Lane | Hoffman Estates, IL 60169  
847-885-7702   |   Fax: 847-885-0604 
office@sthubertschool.org 

St. Hubert School 
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Pastoral Staff 

 


