
“Night of the Father’s Love” 
A Christmas musical celebration by Pepper Choplin 

 

 

Presented by our Resurrection Choir and Orchestra 

Saturday, Dec. 8, 2018 at 8:00 pm 
Come experience the mystery, awe and palpable excitement of the night of the 

angelic announcement of the birth of Christ! 
 

Mission

As disciples at St. Bonaventure, we are 
committed to know Christ better and 
make Him better known. To this end we 
are committed to…

Keep connected to our parish 
community,

Nurture the development of our faith 
and knowledge of Christ,

Offer to share the Holy Spirit’s gifts of 
time, talent and treasure,

Worship through prayer, Mass and the 
Sacraments.

First Sunday of Advent
Primer Domingo de Adviento December 2, 2018

5562 Clayton Road, Concord, CA 94521 • phone (925) 672-5800 • fax (925) 672-4606 • www.stbonaventure.net

St. Bonaventure Catholic Community 
Comunidad Católica de San Buenaventura

masses in english/en ingles
Saturday Vigil/Sábado: 5:00 pm 
Sunday/Domingo 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am, 5:00 pm

misa en español/in spanish
Domingo: 12:45 pm

daily mass/misa diaria (chapel/capilla)
Monday/Lunes thru Friday/Viernes : 9:00 am

eucharistic adoration/adoracion al santisimo
In English: Friday after the 9 am Mass with closing 
prayer at 3:15 pm

baptism/bautizos
In English: Call the office to begin the process. This 
requires two months preparation
En Español: Llame a la oficina para solicitar infor-
mación y concertar una cita con el Sacerdote. Este 
proceso requiere mínimo dos meses de preparación.

marriage/matrimonio
Call the office to arrange with a Priest or Deacon. This 
requires six months preparation. 
Llame a la oficina para solicitar información y concer-
tar una cita con el Sacerdote. Este proceso requiere 
mínimo seis meses de preparación.

reconciliation/reconciliacíon

In English: Saturdays 3:30 pm (in the church) or by 
appointment. 
Llame a la oficina para hacer una cita con el Sacer-
dote. 

confesiones y adoracion al santisimo/confessions and 
eucharistic adoration

En Español: Martes 7:00-8:00 PM (en la capilla) 
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THOUGHTS FROM FR. MATHEW VELLANKAL

Today we begin the holy season of Advent. 
It has a two-fold character: as a season 
to prepare for Christmas when Christ’s 
first coming to us is remembered, and as 
a season when that remembrance directs 
our mind and heart to await Christ’s second 
coming at the end of time. Advent thus is a 
period of devout and joyful expectation.

We need to prepare ourselves for Christ’s 
second coming by allowing Him to be re-
born daily in our lives. Advent is the time for 
us to make this preparation by repenting 
of our sins, by renewing our lives through 
prayer and penance, and by sharing our 
blessings with others. Advent also provides 
an opportunity for us to check for what 
needs to be put right in our lives, to see 
how we have failed, and to assess the ways 
in which we can do better.

Let us remember the words of Alexander 
Pope: ‘What does it profit me if Jesus is 
reborn in thousands of cribs all over the 
world and not reborn in my heart?” Jesus 
must be reborn in our hearts and lives, 
during this season of Advent, and every day 
of our lives, in our love, kindness, mercy 
and forgiveness. Then only will we be able 
to give people His hope by caring for those 
in need, give them His peace by turning the 
other cheek when we are provoked, give 
them His love by encouraging those who 
are feeling sad or tired, and give them His 
joy by encouraging and helping those who 
feel at the end of their strength, by showing 
them that we care and that God cares as 
well. When we do these kinds of things, we 
will receive hope, peace, love, and joy in 
return. Then we will know that when the 
King, our Lord Jesus returns on the clouds 
of glory, we will be ready for him.

The other day, one of the parishioners 
asked me: “Father Mat, what do you want 
for Christmas this year?” That made me 
think – what do I want for Christmas this 
year?

This Christmas, what I most desire is peace 
within us and around the world. There 
are so many parts of the world that are in 

strife. Wars, vio-
lence, terrorism 
and suffering are a 
reality of the world 
we live in.

But Christmas brings a much deeper hope. 
The stable at Bethlehem helps us see that 
the ultimate mystery surrounding our 
lives is a source of reconciliation, indeed 
of redemption. The angels sang a message 
of peace at the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:14). 
Jesus brings hope in the face of every 
oppressive status quo. It helps us continue 
struggling toward a world that is more just, 
less violent.  

If world peace is to be a reality, it must start 
with us. Be at peace with ourselves and 
with God. Let this peace that we experience 
flow from us to our family members. Family 
is the nucleus of society and if peace exists 
in our homes it will flow into our society as 
well.

We will have a communal celebration of the 
sacrament of reconciliation on Tuesday, 
December 18 at 7 pm, with the presence of 
several priests for individual confessions. 
May I invite you to make a good confession 
and experience that true peace that flows 
from reconciliation with God and one 
another.

PARISH LIFE THOUGHTS 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW CATHOLICS

Please help us welcome Nicolae and 
Cosmina Anca, along with their children 
Alex and Alyssa. The Anca family took their 
Profession of Faith and entered the Catholic 
Church at the 9am Mass on Sunday, 
November 25. May God bless them in this 
new stage of their journey. 

LITURGY & PRAYER

DRIVE-THRU PRAYER

November 13 was our one-year anniversary 
since DTP began at St. Bonaventure’s. In our 
first year we offered over 700 prayers for 
people in their cars who have driven into 
the parking lot with prayer requests.  Come 
by Monday thru Friday (except for holidays 
or rain) between 5:00 – 6:00 PM. Invite 
your friends and neighbors as well. All are 
welcome.

MONDAY: IS 2:1-5; PS 122:1-9; MT 8:5-11

TUESDAY: IS 11:1-10; PS 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; LK 10:21-
24

WEDNESDAY: IS 25:6-10A; PS 23:1-6; MT 15:29-37

THURSDAY: IS 26:1-6; PS 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27A; MT 
7:21, 24-27

FRIDAY: IS 29:17-24; PS 27:1, 4, 13-14; MT 9:27-31

SATURDAY: GN 3:9-15, 20; PS 98:1-4; EPH 1:3-6, 11-12; 
LK 1:26-38

SUNDAY: BAR 5:1-9; PS 126:1-6; PHIL 1:4-6, 8-11; LK 
3:1-6

READINGS for  
the WEEK

FUNERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
Dates and times for upcoming parish funerals 
can be found on our parish web site:  
stbonaventure.net/upcoming-funerals

FAITH FORMATION FOR 
CHILDREN 

BAPTISMS 

God’s blessings to these children who have 
become Children of God in the Sacrament of 
Baptism

October, 2018 
Daly, Calum Enda, son of Cody and Allison 
Daly
Fofana, Edwige Amion Marie, daughter of 
Abdoul and Lome Fofana
Gonzalez-Aguilar, Raul Antonio, son of Raul 
Aguilar and Julia Gonzalez
Griswold, Benjamin Michael, son of Joel 
and Meghan Griswold
Moore, Maleiya Rose, daughter of Steven 
and Victoria Moore 
Ramsey, Mae Kathleen, daughter of 
Michael and Lisa Ramsey
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Rosenblatt, Trevor Benjamin, son of Brad 
and Kristine Rosenblatt
Saephanh, Daria Levine Yiam, daughter of 
San Saephanh and Theresa Ponce
Solis, Xavier, son of Raul Solis and Marissa 
Hernandez
Velazquez, Melanie Sophia, daughter of 
Edwin Velazquez and Karen Benitez
Villocillo, Zane Punjabi, son of Justo and 
Shiela Villocillo

November, 2018
Alvarez, Ella Ann, daughter of Jose and 
Nicole Alvarez
Alvarez, Julian Drake, son of Jose and 
Nicole Alvarez
Hallett, Blair Aurora, daughter of Chris and 
Aliza Hallett
Neil, Miguel Xavier, son of Andrew and 
Sandra Neil
Richards, Paulo Daniel, son of Nathaniel 
and Monica Richards
Solario, De Angelo Arcadio, son of Arcadio 
and Jesenia Solario
Velarde, Ariana Rose, Daughter of Lou and 
Tiffani Velarde

FAITH FORMATION  
FOR ADULTS

WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
25TH RETREAT

Have you ever had a life-changing 
experience of God’s Mercy?

Come join us in the 25th WCF Annual 
Women’s Retreat from February 1-3, 2019 
at St. Clare’s Retreat Center in Soquel, CA. 
Theme of the retreat is “Mercy Falls Like 
Gentle Rain.” Father Richard McAlear, OMI, 
retreat master, returns for the fourth time 
with his special gifts of hope and healing 
through the Merciful Heart of Jesus. Retreat 
brochures are available at the parish 
office, in the church foyer, online at www.
stbonaventure.net and at wcf2019retreat.
eventbrite.com. For information, contact 
Andrea at 925-529-7675.

MOMS GROUP 

An invitation to all parish moms (and 
children!): come join our St. Bonaventure 
Moms Group. We meet at 9:45-11:00am 
on the first and third Wednesdays of the 
month in Room A4. Next meeting will be 
on December 5. Come explore our Catholic 
faith as women and as parents, and share 
the joys and challenges of parenting in 
a casual, welcoming setting. For more 
information please contact Michelle at 
Moms@stbonaventure.net.

WOMEN IN PRAYER 

Are you interested in praying with other 
women for your own needs or the needs 
of others? Join the Women’s Christian 
Fellowship on the second Thursday of each 
month in the chapel at 7:15pm. December 13 
is our next evening of prayer. Come as you 
are.

PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS

GIVING TREE

Giving Tree is here! If 
you would like to make 
Christmas merry for a 
needy person in our com-
munity, here’s what you 
can do: there are paper 

ornaments decorating Christmas trees in 
the foyer and near the side entrances to the 
Church. These paper ornaments have the 
gift wish for a specific person. Choose an 
ornament, and then purchase the gift indi-
cated on the ornament. Please wrap your 
gift, and attach the ornament to the outside 
of the gift. Return your gift to the Church by 
Sunday, December 9. You can pick as many 
ornaments as you like, but be sure you 
can return all of the gifts by the due date. 
Please don’t overextend yourself or your 
budget at this busy time of year. 

Your generosity is appreciated more than 
ever!

Reminders:
1. Please be very careful with your 
ornaments.
Each ornament is for a specific person, and 
we don’t want anyone to be left out without 
a gift on Christmas. Please, please, please 
be very careful with your ornament and 
keep it in a safe place!!!

2. Return your gifts no later than Sunday, 
December 9.

3. Be sure to securely tape the paper 
ornament to the outside of your wrapped 
gift so that we can make sure it gets to the 
right person.

4. You are invited to join us for Sort Night on 
Sunday, December 9 after the 5 pm mass. It 
is truly a beautiful sight to behold the huge 
stack of gifts and the festive atmosphere 
as parishioners bustle about organizing 
presents in the Church. Each gift sparkles 
with the love that God has for all of us, as 
we celebrate the greatest gift of all, the 
birth of Jesus!

5. This year we are only asking for K-Mart, 
Kohl’s and Safeway Gift Cards.

6. Cash Donations: you might have noticed 
requests for cash donations on our trees. 
The cash we collect through Giving Tree 
does not go directly to anyone. Every year, 
we have some ornaments that are left 
on the trees, or which are not returned. 
Volunteers for Giving Tree use the cash 
donations to go and buy those missing 
gifts, so everyone we put on our tree gets 
a gift! (We have some very savvy shoppers 
on our committee, who can really stretch 
a dollar!) As in years past, your generosity 
and compassion are greatly appreciated, 
and will allow St. Bonaventure to provide 
Christmas gifts to hundreds of families, 
children, and seniors in our community.

Thank you for supporting the Giving Tree 
Ministry!!
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1
5:00 Angie Pace
 Jason Lopez
 Connie Sanchez
 Arthur Fernandes

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
7:30 Mike & Millie Ribeiro
 Robert Vierra
 Emidio Busuttil
 Juancho del Gallego 
9:00 Margaret & Raymond Mangini
 Joan & William Weightman
 Michael Gois
 Kay Armendarez
11:00 St. Bonaventure Community
5:00 Sister Simon

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 William Pace
 Margaret Hanlon
 Tuana & Sandy Eolo

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Al Starosciak

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 5
6:30 Communion Service
9:00 Andres Caguntas
 Tu Truong
 Mary Beth Perez
 Romel E. Untal

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 
6:30 Communion Service 
9:00  Louie Mountinho

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7
6:30 Communion Service 
9:00 Muriel Claeys
 William & Julia Jordan
 Emidio Busuttil

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8
9:00 No mass intention
5:00 Florence Novicky
 Nena Martinez
 Helene Tworzydlo
 Marilyn Evich

for the week

SANCTUARY LIGHT IS LIT FOR
ANGELA RAINERO

DECEMBER 1 – 7 , 2018

Pray for
Safety Of All  

Firefighters & Volunteers

MONTHLY LUNCHEON  
Thursday, December 13, 11:30 AM in the 
Large Hall; $13.00/person

We’ll be celebrating the birth of Jesus 
with a delicious pork loin dinner provided 
by Chef Greg. Drinks and desserts are 
included. You can reserve by mailing your 
check to Stan Anderson, 5223 Marvue Circle 
Concord or call 925-375-1543 no later than 
Dec. 10. Please make checks payable to St. 
Bonaventure Church. You can also register 
after mass on Dec. 8 & 9. Merry Christmas!!

Weekend of November 24 & 25 Collection
Goal: $28,735
Actual: 25,583

Deficit: ($3,152)
EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer)  

included in above figures

Food for Family: 1040
2nd Collection 

Garden Park Apartments: $997 
Upcoming Special Collection

Dec. 8/9: Religious Retirement 

Donations gathered for the 
Paradise fire evacuees and 
delivered to Hope Center in Oroville. 

Photo Credits: Fr. Mat Vellankal and 
Dennis & Lisa Camera.
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Advent Traditions

The Advent Wreath
One of the most popular symbols used by 
Christians to prepare for Christmas is the 
Advent wreath. The wreath's symbolism 
of the advent (coming) of Light into the 
world is clear. 

The gradual lighting of the four candles, 
one on each Sunday of the Advent season, 
combined with the liturgical colors of the 
candles (purple is the penitential color 
used during Advent and Lent; rose is a liturgical color used only 
on Gaudete Sunday in Advent and Laetare Sunday in Lent) help to 
symbolize not only our expectation and hope in Our Savior's first 
coming into the world, but also in his Second Coming as Judge at 
the end of the world.

The wreath itself is also symbolic. The circle of evergreen in 
which the candles are placed represents everlasting life. The 
seedpods, nuts and cones used to decorate the wreath are 
symbolic of resurrection, and fruits represent the nourishing 
fruitfulness of the Christian life.

Since Advent is a time to stir up our faith in the Lord, the wreath 
provides a way for us to enhance this special preparation for 
Christmas. Moreover, this tradition helps us to remain vigilant in 
our homes and not lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas.

The Créche 
St. Francis of Assisi is credited 
with creating the first nativity 
scene in 1223 at Greccio, 
Italy in an attempt to place 
the emphasis of Christmas 
upon the worship of Christ 
rather than upon secular 
materialism and gift-giving. 
Staged in a cave, St. Francis' 
nativity scene was a living 
one with humans and animals cast in the Biblical roles. Such 
pantomimes became hugely popular and spread throughout 
Christendom. Within a hundred years every church in Italy was 
expected to have a nativity scene at Christmastime. Eventually, 
statues replaced human and animal participants, and static 
scenes grew to elaborate affairs with richly robed figurines 
placed in intricate landscape settings. 

The scene is typically composed of figurines depicting the infant 
Jesus resting in a manger, Mary, and Joseph. Other figures in the 
scene may include angels, shepherds, and various animals such 
as a donkey and an ox. The ox traditionally represents patience, 
the nation of Israel, and Old Testament sacrificial worship while 

Mealtime Prayers

During Advent

As we prepare for the coming of your Son, O God, we are 
hungry and thirsty for signs of his love in our lives. We 
give you thanks for this season of waiting and hopefulness 
for Jesus to be even more present in the life of our family. 
We give you thanks for this food and drink, signs of your 
gracious love. May this meal strengthen us to love each other 
and our neighbors as we patiently wait for the coming of 
your Son. Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Before Christmas Dinner

Leader: Lord Jesus, in the peace of this season our spirits are 
joyful: With the beasts and angels, the shepherds and stars, 
with Mary and Joseph we sing God’s praise. By your coming 
may the hungry be filled with good things, and may our table 
and home be blessed.

Together: Bless us O Lord, and these Thy gifts, which we are 
about to receive from Thy bounty through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

the donkey represents humility, readiness to serve, and the 
Gentiles. Traditionally, all figures are added to the crèche except 
for the infant Jesus; He should be added after midnight on 
Christmas Eve. 

Nativity scenes usually remain on display until the Feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord on January 10, the official end of the 
Christmas season.
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DECEMBER 9 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“A voice of one crying out in the desert: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths.’” Lk 3: 1-6

Shouldn’t this verse be our calling, too?

John had already acknowledged Jesus as the Lord when Mary greeted his 
mother Elisabeth. He had leapt in the womb. He later preaches that his Lord 
is here, and cries out that the people repent and be baptized. Perhaps there 
is a message for us, too. More than ever, in the time we are living, we must 
have John’s courage to stand up to what is wrong. We have only to listen to 
the news, read the morning paper. We must do our part to ‘prepare the way 
of the Lord.’ What better time than Advent!

MONDAY, DECEMBER 10 
“The desert and parched land will exult; the steppe will rejoice and 
bloom.” Is 35: 1-10.

The coming of the Messiah will transform everything.

We well know what drought is. Rivers disappear, trees die out, water is 
rationed. These verses from Isaiah have us dreaming of refreshing streams, 
flowers in bloom. Who wouldn’t want to live in such a place? But beautiful 
as these verses are, there is a hidden meaning. The Messiah can transform 
the most dry, arid heart, give courage to those who are frightened (and 
how many live in fear!). He will work wonders and lift up the downtrodden. 
Just believe, and he will do it!

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11 SAINT DAMASUS 1, POPE
“…it is not the will of the Father that one of these little ones be lost.” Mt 
18: 12-14

Good or bad, God loves each and every one.

In the times we live in, it takes a good dose of reflection to believe that God 
loves each and every one of us. Our faults, failings, speaking out when we 
should have kept quiet or vice-versa, our stumbling along. Those especially 
who vex us, who make us “lose it” when we watch the news, are all part 
of the “little ones” who belong to God. Treacherous, totally lost, but still 
children of God. The Father doesn’t want ANYONE to be lost and, if nothing 
else, we must pray not only for ourselves, but for them, too. Is it easy? No. 
But we must try. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12 USA: OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 
“During those days Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in 
haste…” Lk 1: 39-47

Mary never tires of showing her love to anyone in need. 

The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe shows us how Mary is a mother to 
everyone, regardless of their race, and willing to help where help is needed. 
Juan Diego was a poor, widowed, farmer. She appeared to him in the dress 
of a simple peasant woman. Because of her apparition, North and South 
America are under her protection. Can anything be lovelier than to have our 
country protected by Mary? In these times, especially, we are sorely in need 
of it. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13 SAINT LUCY, VIRGIN AND MARTYR
“I will help you, says the Lord; your redeemer is the Holy One of Israel.” Is 
41: 13-20

The Lord is a sure help for the afflicted.

In this passage from Isaiah, we again read about “rivers on the bare 
heights,” “fountains in the valleys,” deserts that become marshlands. Once 
again, we are reminded of the Lord’s immense love for his people. He will 
help us. Just as he transforms the arid deserts into springtime beauty, so 
will he transform helpless, troubled spirits. The downtrodden will rejoice. 
Touched by the Lord, they will bloom. He is the Lord, the Holy One of Israel.

FRIDAY DECEMBER 14 SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS, PRIEST AND 

DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
“For John came neither eating nor drinking…the Son of Man came eating 
and drinking…” Mt 11: 16-19

To what can Jesus compare this generation?

This passage is almost comical. John didn’t eat nor drink and didn’t 
associate with anyone. Jesus, instead, ate, drank, and associated with 
everyone, good or bad, and some people still weren’t satisfied. Isn’t this our 
lot sometimes? No matter what we do we seem to never get it right. You do 
something one way, heaven forbid. You do it another way, you’re really in 
trouble! There is no answer, except to ask Jesus to help us in our struggles. 
He’s been there.

SATURDAY DECEMBER 15 
“…Do not tell the vision to anyone until the Son of Man has been raised 
from the dead.” Mt 17: 9a, 10-13

Only with the Resurrection will Jesus be understood.

After the Transfiguration, as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
tells Peter, James, and John to not tell about the vision to anyone. Jesus 
knew that just as John the Baptist, the new Elijah, wasn’t understood, 
so would he not be understood. He, too, would die. A vision wouldn’t 
lead people to have faith. The Transfiguration was extraordinary, but the 
Resurrection would send shock waves to the farthest ends of the earth. 
Only then would Jesus’ mission and life be understood. Are we willing to 
send shock waves throughout the earth as followers of Jesus?
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Christmas Concert

The Resurrection Choir, Friends, 
and Orchestra will be holding their 
annual Christmas Concert in the 
church on Saturday, December 8 at 
8:00 PM.

Reconciliation Services Schedule
Advent is not considered a penitential season but rather 
a period of “devout and expectant delight.” Celebrating 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation should be part of our 
preparation for the season of the Incarnation. We 
participate in this sacrament because we are confident that 
God is merciful. We have this confidence because, in every 
age, God has shown us his justice and his mercy.

Communal Reconciliation Service in English at  
St. Bonaventure 
Tuesday, December 18 at 7:00 PM

Other Events

ADVENT & END TIMES: HOPE FOR TODAY

Do you ever get impatient waiting for God? Advent brings us 
three kinds of waiting for God: for the coming of Jesus in the 
incarnation, which we celebrate at Christmas; for the second 
coming of Christ at the end of time, reflected in our Advent 
readings; and for the daily coming of God in our lives today, 
meeting us in our pain and our need. How can our scriptures 
and theology about the end times offer hope in the face of very 
real problems confronting us today? Where do we find joy as 
we wait for God to come? Join us to explore this fascinating but 
sometime-overlooked area of our Church tradition. Tuesday, 
December 4, at 7pm, Classroom A2 or Wednesday, December 5, 
at 1pm, Rectory Conference Room. For more information contact 
Gina Cattalini at gcattalini@stbonaventure.net or (925) 672-
5800 x2217.

HEAVENLY HARMONY CHOIR BAKE SALE

Our Heavenly Harmony Children’s Choir will be holding a 
Bake Sale before and after Masses on December 15 and 16. All 
proceeds will benefit the choir.

LAS POSADAS: Friday, December 14 @ 7:00pm

Las Posadas is a beautiful tradition faithfully passed on from 
one generation to the next in Hispanic families. This devotion 
is a reenactment of the journey of Mary and Joseph asking for 
lodging in Bethlehem. Several times Joseph asks for shelter for 
his family and several times he is refused, until the owner of 
a stable recognizes the couple as holy pilgrims and bearers of 
salvation, and lets them in. 

The children of the Spanish Faith Formation classes on Sunday 
morning will tell the story. Traditional Spanish carols will be 
sung. This will take place on Friday, December 14 at 7:00pm in 
the Church.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERINGS

Many people each year comment on the beauty of the Church 
and Chapel environment during the Christmas season. This 
effort can only be realized through the generous donations of 
our parishioners. You can honor a loved one, either living or 
deceased, with a gift to our Christmas Flower Fund. You may 
either use the envelopes found at the exits of the church, or 
you may fill out the information found in the bulletin, cut it out, 
and send it (or bring it) to the office. It is a wonderful way to 
remember someone special.
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Special Liturgies
An Evening of Taizé Prayer  
Monday, December 10 @ 7:00pm

Taizé Prayer is a quiet, simple way of prayer designed for people 
of all Christian traditions. This meditative candlelit service will 
include simple songs and chants sung repeatedly, rich silence, 
and prayers of praise and intercession. It’s the perfect way to 
calm your soul and ready your heart for new beginnings this 
Advent.

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  
Saturday, December 8 @ 9:00am

Even though this falls on a Saturday this year, it is still a Holy 
Day of Obligation since the Mary of the Immaculate Conception is 
the Patroness of the United States. In the Immaculate Conception 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, we see the hand of God preparing the 
way for his Son, choosing Mary, and keeping her free from sin 
from the very moment of her conception. We invite you to gather 
with your parish community and give thanks and praise to God 
for his plan for our salvation. One Mass will take place at 9:00am 
in the church.

Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Wednesday, December 12

Behind the miraculous appearance 
and icon that define Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is a story of persistence 
and courage. Our Lady helped Juan 
Diego make his point through her 
miracles. This story reminds us to 
trust and makes clear the certainty 
that, when God calls us to proclaim 
his kingdom, we are surrounded 
by the grace we need to see our 
mission through. Our celebration 
begins with Mañanitas at 5:00 
AM featuring mariachi music and 
a rosary. That evening, we will 
celebrate a Solemn Mass at 7:00 
PM. We hope that you can join us for 
this day of festivities!

There will also be a mass at 9:00am in the church.

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve: Monday, December 24
3:00 PM Early Childhood Christmas Pageant & Mass

5:30 PM  Elementary Children’s Christmas  
 Pageant & Mass

8:00 PM  Christmas Vigil Mass  
 (Our Sunday 9AM Choir will begin Christmas  
 Prelude Music at 7:30pm)

11:00 PM  Christmas Mass at Night  
 (Our Sunday 11AM Quartet will present a  
 Christmas Choral Prelude beginning at  
 10:30pm)

Christmas Day: Tuesday, December 25
8:00 AM  Christmas Day Mass (English)

10:00 AM Christmas Day Mass (English)

12:45 PM  Christmas Day Mass (Spanish)

New Year’s Day/The Solemnity of Mary,  
Mother of God: Tuesday, January 1, 2019
We celebrate the motherhood of Mary as well as the 
start of a new calendar year. The title “Mother of God” is 
a western derivation from the Greek Theotokos, which 
means “God-bearer.” On this day, we are reminded of 
the role that the Blessed Virgin played in the plan of 
our salvation. We will have one Mass at 9:00am in the 
church.
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Para que la paz mundial sea una realidad, 
debe comenzar con nosotros. Estar en 
paz con nosotros mismos y con Dios. 
Dejemos que esta paz que experimentamos 
fluya de nosotros hacia los miembros de 
nuestra familia. La familia es el núcleo de 
la sociedad y, si existe paz en nuestros 
hogares, también fluirá hacia nuestra 
sociedad.

Tendremos celebración comunitaria 
del Sacramento de la Reconciliación o 
Confesiones el martes 18 de diciembre a las 
7 p.m. Con la presencia de varios sacerdotes 
para confesiones individuales. Les invito a 
hacer una buena confesión y experimentar 
esa paz verdadera que fluye de la 
reconciliación con Dios y con los demás.

Hoy comenzamos la santa estación de 
Adviento. Tiene un doble carácter: uno 
como una temporada para prepararse para 
la Navidad, cuando se recuerda la primera 
venida de Cristo a nosotros y otra como 
una temporada en la que el recuerdo dirige 
nuestra mente y nuestro corazón a esperar 
la segunda venida de Cristo al final de 
los tiempos. El Adviento es un período de 
expectación devota y alegre.

Necesitamos prepararnos para la segunda 
venida de Cristo al permitirle renacer 
diariamente en nuestras vidas. El Adviento 
es el momento para que hagamos esta 
preparación al arrepentirnos por nuestros 
pecados, renovando nuestras vidas a través 
de la oración, la penitencia y compartiendo 
nuestras bendiciones con los demás. El 
Adviento también nos brinda la oportunidad 
de comprobar lo que se debe corregir en 
nuestras vidas, ver cómo hemos fallado 
y evaluar las maneras en que podemos 
hacerlo mejor.

Recordemos las palabras de Alexander 
Pope: “¿En qué me beneficio si Jesús renace 
en miles de cunas en todo el mundo y no 
renace en mi corazón?” Jesús debe renacer 
en nuestros corazones y vidas, durante 
esta temporada de Adviento, y todos 
los días de nuestras vidas, en nuestro 
amor, amabilidad, misericordia y perdón. 
Entonces solo podremos dar a la gente 
Su esperanza cuidando a los necesitados, 
darles Su paz poniendo la otra mejilla 
cuando nos provocan, darles Su amor 
alentando a aquellos que se sienten tristes 
o cansados, y darles Su alegría alentando 
y ayudando a aquellos que se sienten sin 
fuerzas, mostrándoles que nos importa 
y que a Dios también le importa. Cuando 
hagamos este tipo de cosas, recibiremos 
esperanza, paz, amor y alegría a cambio. 
Entonces sabremos que cuando el Rey, 
nuestro Señor Jesús regrese en las nubes 
de gloria, estaremos listos para él.

El otro día, uno de los feligreses me 
preguntó: “Padre Mat, ¿qué quiere para 
Navidad este año?” Eso me hizo pensar: 
¿qué quiero para Navidad este año?

Esta Navidad, lo que más deseo es la paz 
dentro de nosotros y alrededor del mundo. 
Hay tantas partes del mundo que están 
en conflicto. Las guerras, la violencia, el 
terrorismo y el sufrimiento son una realidad 
del mundo en que vivimos.

Pero la Navidad trae una esperanza 
mucho más profunda. El establo en Belén 
nos ayuda a ver que el misterio final que 
rodea nuestras vidas es una fuente de 
reconciliación, de hecho de redención. Los 
ángeles cantaron un mensaje de paz en el 
nacimiento de Jesús (Lucas 2:14). Jesús trae 
esperanza a cada oprimido. Nos ayuda a 
seguir luchando por un mundo más justo, 
menos violento.

BAUTIZOS 2019 
LUGAR DE BAUTIZO: IGLESIA • LUGAR CLASES: B-1

ENCARGADO: GREGORIO MENCHACA, (925) 826-5102
****PARA INFORMACIÓN SOBRE CLASES, FAVOR CONTACTAR LA OFICINA****

Fecha de Bautizo Hora de Bautizo Fecha de Clase Hora de Clase

Sat 01/19 10:00 a.m. Fri 01/18 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 02/23 10:00 a.m. Fri 02/15 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 03/16 10:00 a.m. Fri 03/08 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 03/30 10:00 a.m. Fri 03/22 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 04/06  2:00 p.m. Fri 03/29 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 04/13 12:00 p.m. Fri 04/05 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 04/13  2:00 p.m. Fri 04/12 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 05/18 2:30 p.m. Fri 05/17 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 06/08 10:00 a.m. Fri.06/07 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 06/22 10:00 a.m. Fri 06/14 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 06/29 10:00 a.m. Fri 06/21 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 07/13 10:00 a.m. 06/21–6/28 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 07/13 12:00 p.m. Fri 06/28 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 07/27 10:00 a.m. Fri 07/26 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 08/10 10:00 a.m. Fri 08/02 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 08/24 10:00 a.m. Fri 08/16 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 08/31 10:00 a.m. Fri 08/23 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 09/14 10:00 a.m. Fri 08/30 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 09/14 12:00 p.m. Fri 09/06 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 09/28 10:00 a.m. Fri 09/20 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 10/12 10:00 a.m. Fri 10/04 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 10/26 10:00 a.m. Fri 10/11 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 11/09 10:00 a.m. Fri 10/25 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 11/23 10:00 a.m. Fri 11/15 7-9:30 p.m.

Sat 12/14 10:00 a.m. Fri 12/13 7-9:30 p.m.

PENSAMIENTOS 
DEL PADRE 
MATHEW 
VELLANKAL
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CHRISTMAS WREATHS SALE

Boy Scout Troop 
and Venture Crew 
444, chartered by St. 
Bonaventure Church, will 
be selling Holiday Wreaths 
on Sunday, December 2, 

after the 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Masses.

We will have on hand 28- and 22-inch 
Mixed Evergreen Wreaths, 22-inch Noble 
Fir Wreaths, 10-foot long Western Cedar 
Garlands, Noble Fir Door Swag and 
Centerpiece arrangements. They will be 
available in limited quantities for $35, $25, 
$25, $22 and $17 respectively.

Proceeds will help the scouts and crew 
members defray the cost of summer camps 
and other scouting activities.

LOOKING FOR A FUN NEW WAY TO 
SHARE YOUR FAITH?

Try Alpha! Gather with a group 
of other people over eleven 
weeks to explore the basics of 
the Christian faith. The sessions 
are designed to create community and spur 
conversation. It is an open, informal and 
honest space to explore and discuss life’s 
big questions together.

Each Alpha night includes food, a high-
quality video talk, and great conversations. 
We explore the big issues around faith 
and unpack the basics of Christianity, 
addressing questions like: Is there more to 
life than this? Who is Jesus? What is faith? 
How can we have it?

Most of all, Alpha is sharing community and 
the love of Jesus Christ in a no-pressure 
environment. St. Bonaventure is looking 
for people interested in being part of our 
pilot Alpha program and eventually helping 
to host future sessions. We need greeters, 
cooks, hosts, discussion leaders, publicity, 
and other types of help. Our pilot program 
will begin in January 2019. For more 
information, please contact Gina Cattalini at 
gcattalini@stbonaventure.net or 672-5800 
x2217. To learn more about Alpha, go to 
www.alphausa.org.

A BIG ‘THANK YOU’ FROM THE CLASSY 
CRAFTERS!

Classy Crafters wants to thank each and 
every one of you who helped us for a 
successful Gala and Boutique Nov 9 and 10, 
benefiting the Food Pantry. While we craft 
away all year, you helped us to put the 
event altogether. This is a St. Bonaventure 
Community event which we could not have 
done without your help. We thank you!  You 
contributed raffle and silent auction items, 
wine for the Wine Pull, wine for pouring 
a glass for our guests, baked and food 
goodies for the Country Kitchen, appetizers 
and the hands to pass them out.  A special 
shout out to the Knights of Columbus for 
the champagne greeting and Mike Farnham 
as MC. And we thank everyone who came 
and hopefully had a fun time socializing 
and shopping, finding something special 
for you to take home that is made by the 
Classy Crafters!

HELP WANTED: BULLETIN DESIGNER

• Love to play with Microsoft Publisher? 
• Get the value of our bulletin?
• Want to know what’s happening before 
everyone else?

We are looking for a few good volunteers 
to layout the parish bulletin. The format 
is done and the process is set. We provide 
you the text and graphics each week. If 
we get a team of people, the work is even 
lighter. Don’t hesitate to reach out if you 
have questions. You don’t know if you don’t 
ask.  Contact Christa Fairfield at cfairfield@
stbonaventure.net.

We have been blessed by a wonderful 
parishioner’s work for many years. 
Cynthia Borcena has created, designed and 
developed our bulletin into the beautiful 
format you see each week.  If you don’t 
know Cynthia, she also plays the flute with 
the 9am choir. Please join me in thanking 
Cynthia for her years of service and gift of 
creativity.  

STAFF DIRECTORY 
office: 925-672-5800

Fr. Mathew Vellankal, pastor  ...................... x 2203 
mvellankal@stbonaventure.net

Fr. David Lawrence, sj parochial vicar ...............x 2221 
dlawrence@stbonaventure.net

Fr. Oscar Rojas, parochial vicar  ....................... x 2215 
orojas@stbonaventure.net

Christa L. Fairfield, parish life director ............x 2205 
cfairfield@stbonaventure.net 

William Gall, deacon 
bgall@stbonaventure.net

Antonio Ambriz, deacon 
jose.ambriz1210@gmail.com

Gladys de Guzman, office manager ................ x 2208 
gdeguzman@stbonaventure.net

Marion Gugliemo, bookkeeper ........................ x 2210 
mgugliemo@stbonaventure.net

LITURGY & MUSIC
Anthony Arteaga, director ............................x 2230 
aarteaga@stbonaventure.net

FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN

Pre-School through Fifth Grade Program:

Eileen Limberg, director  
elimberg@stbonaventure.net ....................x 2204

Debbie Schnick, administrative asst ..................x 2207 
dschnick@stbonaventure.net

JR HIGH AND YOUTH MINISTRY  
(6TH THROUGH 12TH GRADE)
Youth Ministry:
Jacob Perry, director.....................................x 2229 
jperry@stbonaventure.net

FAITH FORMATION FOR ADULTS
Gina Cattalini, director of adult faith formation and 
initiation .........................................................x 2217 
gcattalini@stbonaventure.net

HORARIO DE OFICINA
PADRE OSCAR ROJAS

Teléfono (925) 844-9015
Cerrado para almuerzo de 12:30-1:30pm
Lunes a Jueves: 8:30 a.m. -5:30pm
Viernes: 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.


