
Education 

SSJ School - Celebrating 60 years of quality education  

rooted in the Catholic faith 
 
              Saints Simon and Jude School had its official beginning on May 25, 1961 when Reverend 
Joseph A. Cavanaugh founded the parish for the Catholic families residing in the area.  In September of 
1962, the school opened its doors and the Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, along with 
a few lay teachers comprised the first faculty.  Grades 1 through 4 were one classroom each; grades 5 
through 8 were double classrooms. 
 In 1970, the two-story building had 16 classrooms, two for each grade from 1 through 8, and 
construction of the gymnasium had begun. In 1990, ground was broken for a new wing that provided 
Saints Simon and Jude School with new classrooms, a library, music room, computer room, faculty room, 
and a large parish center.  The renovation also included additional bathrooms and a few smaller rooms 
were constructed for tutoring purposes.  In 1991, a kindergarten classroom opened and in 1992, a second 
kindergarten classroom was added. 
 In 2005, a new church was built and the former church was renovated to include a school 
cafeteria and meeting rooms the following year.  In 2007, the gymnasium was renovated with wood 
flooring and bleachers.  In 2008, the Chester County Intermediate Unit employees moved from outside 
trailers to renovated rooms in the building, a Spanish class was added as well as an Art room.  The 
following year a Science Lab was installed so students in grades 1 through 8 would learn with hands-on 
lessons and experiments.  Then in the summer of 2013, an HVAC system was added throughout the 
school.  To ensure greater security, in the summer of 2014, the main office was relocated to the front 
entrance and an additional set of doors were added to create a secure lobby.  April 2016 saw the 
formation of the Saints Simon and Jude School Board of Limited Jurisdiction.  In September 2017, Saints 
Simon and Jude’s Little Explorers Preschool opened with a class for PreK 3 and PreK 4 children.   
 In November 2017, the United States Department of Education recognized Saints Simon and 
Jude School as an Exemplary High Performing National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence. The following 
month, The Pennsylvania Department of Education awarded Saints Simon and Jude School the Keystone 
Award of Excellence.  In the fall of 2021, Saints Simon and Jude School was named an Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia School of Distinguished Instruction. In November 2021, the school hosted an accreditation 
team that led to full re-accreditation notification by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 
Commissions on Elementary and Secondary Schools in May of 2022. 
 In 2022, the 60th Anniversary of Saints Simon and Jude School, a third preschool class and a 
full-time Resource Room were opened.  The school’s library and technology rooms were combined to 
create a new Media Center. 
 Looking to the future, Saints Simon and Jude School continues to incorporate advancements in 
education and technology to accommodate the entire student body.  In addition to Religion, English, 
Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies, the students are scheduled for Art, Library, Classroom 
Music, Physical Education, Spanish, and Technology with optional extracurricular groups and activities. 
               Tuition is kept at a rate to meet the budgeted expenses and yet respect the demands on every 

family’s resources. Discounts are provided for families with more than one child in Grades K to 8 and the 

parish pays a “scholarship” which supplements the family tuition. Do NOT let finances hold you back from 

giving your child the gift of Catholic Education. Tuition assistance is available thanks to generous donors. 

             For more information, visit our website at school.simonandjude.org or call 610-696-5249. We look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 

School Mission Statement 

"Through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, we at Saints Simon and Jude School commit ourselves to 
learning, proclaiming and living the Good News of Jesus Christ. We strive to educate and develop all for 
Catholic leadership in the church and community, enabling one another to serve with compassion, 
courage and competence." 
 

http://school.simonandjude.org/


 
BE INVOLVED IN YOUR CHILD’S EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Home and School Association 
 
The object of this Association is the advancement of Catholic education and the welfare of all the school 

children in this parish. The Home and School Association promotes parent-school activities, increases 

interest in educational affairs, promotes school community socially, and generates revenue for expenses. 

It enhances the parents and teachers’ role in the education of the child by increasing their mutual 

understanding of the children and by providing an opportunity for parents and teachers to work together 

for the good of the child. 

Membership is open to all registered school parents. All school parents are encouraged to attend the 

Home and School Association meetings.  Annual dues are included in the annual tuition.  

 
Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Saints Simon and Jude School operates successfully because of the number of parents who generously 
volunteer each year.  There are many volunteer opportunities available, including homeroom parent, 
library aide, science lab or media center aide, lunch/recess yard assistant, and many Home and School 
Association events that require hands-on help.  Parents are especially encouraged to take an active part 
in their child’s learning environment. The Sign-Up Genius site is used throughout the year announcing 
opportunities and inviting all to share their time and talent as possible.  Apart from the school activities 
there are also coaching opportunities for our CYO sports teams.  Please visit 
school.simonandjude.org/volunteers to see both the opportunities and the requirements for all volunteers.  
For further questions regarding the specific clearances needed to volunteer for any school-parish activity 
that involves children please contact Candy Savarese at csavarese@simonandjude.org or 610-696-3624. 
 
 

http://school.simonandjude.org/volunteers
mailto:csavarese@simonandjude.org

