
Faith Formation 
HELP SOMEONE LEARN MORE ABOUT BEING CATHOLIC 

 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  

Provides Catholic Faith Formation to inquiring adults and prepares those interested in celebrating the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist. 

 
What does it involve? 
Team members lead discussions, educate and share faith with participants. Sessions are held on 
weekday evenings. 
Participants build relationship with others to help discern becoming Catholic or to complete their 
sacramental preparation. 

 
Who should participate? 
As a team member, any parishioner comfortable with discussing and sharing their Catholic faith. 
Training is provided by IHM Sisters. 
As a candidate or catechumen, anyone discerning a call to become Catholic or to complete their 
sacraments. 

 
HELP CHILDREN GROW IN THEIR FAITH 

 
PREP (Parish Religious Education Program) 

A program that instructs children attending public schools from Pre-K to 8th Grade on the teachings of 
the Catholic faith.  

 
What does it involve? 
Volunteer Catechists instruct students on the teachings of the Catholic faith with age-appropriate 
materials. 

 
Who should participate? 
Adults who are interested in educating and sharing their faith serve as Catechists and Aides. Children 
who attend public schools or who are home schooled attend class. There is also a PREP Pre-School 
on Sunday mornings. 
 

 
PREP Pre-School Classes for Ages: 3 thru Kindergarten 

This engaging hands-on program, including arts and crafts, provides a foundation in the Catholic faith 
by supplementing parental teaching. Our volunteers who teach are trained and experienced to help 
your child learn more about: 
 God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, The Bible, Prayer, Saints, Devotions, and the liturgical year. 

 
Class dates and times: 
When: Sunday 9:15 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

 
How can my child participate? 
Fill out a registration form available on the parish website:  
http://www.simonandjude.org, or in the Rectory Office or in the Religious Education Office. Drop off 
the form at the Rectory Office or the Religious Education Office. For more information please call  
610-692-3118 or email Mary Conway at mconway@simonandjude.org or Sister Barbara Jude Gentry 
at sbarbarajude@simonandjude.org. 

 
Youth Groups – Teens In the parish 

Teen Youth Group meets on every other 
Sunday evening from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. during the school year. 
The First and Third Sundays in The Meehan Center 



 
 

LEARN AND PASS ALONG THE BASICS OF CHRISTIANITY 
 
ChristLife – discovering Christ and following Christ 

ChristLife is an opportunity to learn more about being a faithful follower of Christ. ChristLife begins 
with a simple dinner, followed by a talk and small group discussion. Courses are offered in the fall 
and spring. 

 
What does it involve? 
Participants come to enjoy dinner, hear a talk and join in discussion on Thursday evenings. 
 

Evangelization Team 
Raises the level of awareness and motivation among Catholics of their duty to personally support and 
participate in the works and ministries of spreading the Good News. 

 
What does it involve? 
Being an “active disciple” developing, planning and implementing activities and events for the spiritual 
benefit of the parish. 

 
Who should participate? 
Anyone who is enthusiastic about bringing the Gospel message to all people; helping to bring about 
the re-conversion of those who have received the Gospel but live it only nominally; and deepening the 
Gospel in the lives of believers. 
 

 
LEARN BY STUDYING GOD’S WORD 

 
Bible Study - Men 

Men’s Group reflects on the upcoming Sunday scriptures and discusses how God’s Word impacts 
daily life. 

 
What does it involve? 
Men meet on Saturday at 7:30 a.m. in the Meehan Center beginning with coffee and donuts, or on 
Tuesdays at 7:30 am in the Welcome Center. 

 
Who should participate?  
Male parishioners willing to share in God’s Word with others. No experience necessary. 

 
Bible Study - Women 

Women discuss scripture to discern its meaning and help provide a deeper faith and richness in their 
lives through a better understanding of scripture. 

 
What does it involve? 
Women meet weekly from October through the end of April on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m 

 
Who should participate? 
Female parishioners willing to share in God’s Word with others. No experience necessary. 
 

Walking with Purpose: Moms Group 
      Walking with Purpose is a Catholic women's ministry that develops Bible studies to reach adult 

women, young adult women, and girls. Present practical Biblical teachings consistent with Church 
doctrine; Vary in length and depth to meet the needs of different women; Utilize the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church as an additional resource; Walking with Purpose supports the use of our Bible 
studies in a variety of ways in order to lead hearts to Christ where He is found in Scripture. 

 



What does it involve? 
Women meet once or twice a month on a weeknight 

 
Who should participate? 
Any woman who would like to learn and share faith, 
 

 
DEEPEN YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND OTHERS 

 
Monday Morning Prayer Group 

       A Prayer Group that meets each Monday morning in the Welcome Center from 9:45- 10:30am. 
        
      What does it involve? 

      Praying with others.  Here are some prayers we pray together: 
      Ten special prayers from our prayer book, The Flame of Love Unity Prayer - Reflections, 
      Prayer for Priests, The Saint Gertrude Prayer, The Litany of the Most Precious Blood of  
      Jesus, Intercessory Prayers, The Chaplet of Saint Michael and more. 
 
      Who should participate? 
      Anyone interested in praying with others. 
 
 
Carmelite Community: 

A group of Catholic people who choose to live the Gospel in the spirit of the Carmelite Order and 
under its guidance. 
 
What does it involve? 
Attending a monthly community meeting on the 2nd Saturday morning of the month, when possible. 
Members usually participate in the daily celebration of the Eucharist when possible, and should spend 
about one half-hour in meditation each day, reflecting on the Scriptures or some other appropriate 
type of personal reflective prayer. The Lay Carmelite also may pray the Liturgy of the Hours – 
Morning and Evening Prayer. 
 
Who should participate? 
Those who wish to be members of the Lay Carmelites must be practicing Catholics and must be at 
least 18 years of age.  

 
 
Companions of Mary: 

The Companions of Mary minister to those who are unable to leave their residence (for short or long 
term) by providing visits and the reception of Holy Communion. They provide support to home-bound 
persons through their presence and careful attention. This is an opportunity to make God’s presence 
immediate and real to the home-bound person through prayer and reception of Communion.   Home 
visits have been limited since Covid-19 but do happen for those who are comfortable. 
 
What does it involve? 

       This group meets on Wednesdays at 9:45 in the Welcome Center for the recitation of the rosary. 
 

Who should participate? 
       Anyone who is interested is welcome to join the group in prayer on Wednesdays and learn more.  We 

love making new friends! 
       
 
CYACC (Catholic Young Adults of Chester County) 



A young adult group which strives to learn about the Catholic faith and grow closer to Christ.  We 
know that having Catholic friends and fellowship is especially important after high school/college 
years and would like to be known by the young adults that attend the parish.   
  
What does it involve? 
We meet on Wednesdays and our events include speaker nights, community & fellowship events, 
Holy Hours, and service projects. If you are looking for a community that encourages your faith 
journey, come to one of our events! We look forward to seeing you. Team members lead discussions, 
educate and share faith with participants. 
  
Who should participate? 
Young adults from the age of 20-35  
To learn more go to cyacc.org 
or email (cyacc1@gmail.com) to add your name to receive newsletters or follow us on instagram 
(cyacc_pa) 

 
 
Divine Will Cenacle  

An Introduction to God’s Divine Will.  God the Father wants His Kingdom to reign on earth as it does 
in heaven. It is what we ourselves pray for each time we say the Our Father. He has given each of us 
the gift of His Divine Will in Baptism, and it is up to us to live the Will of God each moment.  
 
What does it involve? 

Meets each week to listen, read, and discuss the writings of Luisa Piccarreta of the 

Book of Heaven, as Jesus dictated to her. 
The group meets Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm, or Thursday mornings at 10am. 
 
Who should participate? 

Any Catholic who has interest and would like to understand the writings of Luisa Piccarreta - the 36 
volumes of “The Book of Heaven” 

 
 
Flame of Love: 

The devotion of the Flame of Love of the Immaculate Heart of Mary is a grassroots movement, 

trying to faithfully and prudently put into practice the desires of God and our Mother as described in 
the Spiritual Diary of Elizabeth Kindelmann. We pledge total loyalty and obedience to the Church. We 
especially invite all priests and religious to help us to guide this new Movement solely for God’s glory 
in His Church and according to His Will. 
 
What does it involve? 
Come and pray with us on Thursday nights at 7:00 pm in the Sacred Heart Chapel. 
 
Who should participate? 

      Anyone wanting to deepen his or her faith and devotion to Mary. 
 
 
IHM Companions in Prayer and Ministry 

The IHM Companions are a spiritual association engaging participants in opportunities for prayer and 
spiritual development with The Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary of Immaculata. 
 
What does it involve? 

       An hour of gathering with an IHM Sister and others in prayer once a month. 
Time for personal/communal prayer, refreshments and socializing. 

        
       Who should participate? 

Anyone with a deep desire to pray and to grow in our life of faith by sharing our journey to the Lord. 

http://cyacc.org/


 
 

Prayer for Adult Children: 
Parents want to continue to support their adult children and grandchildren and help them build their 
own lives well.  How do you deal with all of your many concerns about them? Prayer is the 
key. Praying for your adult children will connect you to the only perfect Parent – God – and invite Him 
to act powerfully in their lives. 
 
What does it involve? 
Attending a prayer discussion meeting once or twice a month. 
        
Who should participate? 
Anyone with adult children or adult grandchildren that would like to participate. 
 

 
PRAISE AND WORSHIP THE LORD OUTSIDE OF MASS 

 
Charismatic Prayer Group 

Gathers to pray for a deeper experience of the power of the Holy Spirit and a personal relationship 
with God. We pray for each other and for all in need of prayers and healing.  

 
What does it involve?  
The Prayer Group meets once a week on Mondays at 7:00 p.m.  

 
Who should participate? 
Anyone who wishes to have a deeper relationship with God through prayer, song, and scripture. 

 
 
Eucharistic Adoration 

Personal prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament is a special gift. Hours for adoration are 
Monday thru Friday with the Blessed Sacrament exposed in our Chapel after the morning Mass until 
8 PM.  
 
What does it involve? 
Bringing your personal petitions, your thanksgiving and other needs to the Lord. Drop in for a few 
minutes or for a scheduled hour.  
For those who can make a weekly commitment, volunteers are invited to take an assigned hour of his 
or her choosing each week to pray before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. The commitment is 
ongoing. 

 
Who should participate? 
Everyone is welcome to come and pray before our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. If you cannot 
commit to a regular hour, you are welcome to come at any time for a visit or consider sharing the hour 
different weeks with a friend or group.  

 
 

HELP PARENTS PREPARE FOR THEIR CHILD’S BAPTISM 
 
Pre-Jordan (Baptism Preparation) 

Team leaders present baptismal preparation program for parents planning to have a child baptized. 
 

What does it involve?  
Team members explain the importance and significance of the Sacrament, share their memories 
about the baptism of their children, and a description of the ceremony. The presentation is given on 
the third Sunday of each month at 10:00 a.m.for approximately one hour. Commitment is ongoing.  

 



Who should participate? 
Any married couple parishioners who have experienced the joy of having children baptized into the 
Catholic faith. 

 
HELP CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT THE BIBLE 

 
Vacation Bible Camp 

A fun and exciting way for young students to learn the many lessons that can be found in the Bible. 
 

What does it involve? 
Adults assist with storytelling, crafts, music, games, audio/visual aids and snacks for the camp being 
held in July. 

 
Who should participate? 
Helpers: Adults and teens entering 7th grade or above who are creative and can help plan and carry 
out various activities.  
Participants: Children ages 3 to 11 years old. 

 


