
Outreach and Service 

 
 
Appalachia Service Project 

Volunteers help to aid the housing needs of central Appalachia, West Virginia by making houses 
warmer, safer and drier for people caught in economic distress and unable to complete these repairs 
themselves. Home projects range from repairing foundations to roofing a house and everything in 
between. 

 
What does it involve? 
Teams consist of two adults and five teenagers who work every day for one week in the summer on 
home repairs, building a relationship with the family who lives at the house, and participating in 
Christian gatherings and prayer in the evenings. Attendance at four two-hour preparation meetings 
from January to June is required. 

 
Who should participate? 
Teenagers who have completed 9th grade. Adults over 25 years of age who can supervise teens and 
guide them in respectful mission work. Most volunteers are unskilled or semi-skilled. 

 
 
Bethesda Project (Casseroles for Homeless) 

Helps the homeless in the Philadelphia area by providing casserole meals, food, and personal care 
items. 

 
What does it involve? 
Making casseroles, freezing them and dropping them off on the third Sunday of each month between 
8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. The freezer to drop off frozen casseroles, and trays to prepare them in are 
located in the Monihan Hall kitchen. Canned goods and personal items are also collected and can be 
dropped off at the bin in the church vestibule near the restrooms anytime. 

 
Who should participate? 
Volunteers who can make a casserole and others who are willing to drop off canned goods or 
personal items for the homeless. 

 
 
Caring For Friends: Meals for Shut-ins 

Serving the isolated homebound and hungry of our community by providing free home cooked meals 
and friendship.  

 
What does it involve?  
Volunteer cooks pick up trays or soup containers and return filled trays that have been frozen to the 
freezers located in the church vestibule near the restrooms. This is done as the volunteer’s time 
permits.  

 
Volunteer visitors take meals from the freezer and deliver them to needy shut-ins and spend a few 
minutes visiting with the person receiving meals. Visitors have on-going commitment requirements of 
approximately one hour each week. 

 
Who should participate? 
Volunteer cooks should have the willingness to prepare meals or even just cook an extra serving of 
what you are already preparing for dinner. Volunteer visitors should have the willingness to drive to 
individual’s homes with meals and spend time visiting with someone in need of food and friendship. 

 
Caring For Friends: Volunteer Drivers 



Drivers are needed to move meals and supplies from various locations within Chester County as well 
as from Chester County to Philadelphia. Schedule can be your own. 

 
Who should participate? 
Drivers with a valid driver's license who can lift a medium size cooler or box of supplies and can find 
locations with ease. 

 
 
Good Works 

Volunteers help low-income homeowners in Chester County living in substandard housing to make 
their homes warmer, safer and drier. Houses and hearts are transformed. Hope and dignity restored. 

 
What does it involve? 
Helps with doing repairs, or coordinates volunteers, or helps coordinate lunch for volunteers and 
contractors. All work days are on a Saturday from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

 
Who should participate? 
People interested in helping with the above tasks - especially those who are handy with tools or are 
good organizers or are good at communicating with others and doing hands on work.  
 

 
Helping Hands 

Volunteers fill needs of the broader community through acts of service based on the Corporal Works 
of Mercy. 

 
What does it involve? 
Participating in varied service projects on one of many levels - planning, coordinating or taking action 
in the particular service event. 

 
Who should participate? 
All with a giving heart are welcome - young children through seniors. 

 
Nursing Home and Senior Living Visits/Mass Help/Rosary 

Aventura at Pembrooke and the Healthcare Center at Whitehorse Village and Arbor Terrace 
Willistown, offer our parish an opportunity to assist residents in attending Mass, receiving Eucharist, 
and saying the rosary. 

 
What does it involve? 
Volunteers accompany residents from their rooms to the lounge when Mass is celebrated on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 2:30 p.m. at Aventura, and on the second Monday of the month at 
1:30 p.m. at Whitehorse Village, and on the third Thursday of the month at Arbor Terrace, and when 
the rosary is recited every Thursday at 2:00 p.m. at Aventura.  
Communion Ministers visit Aventura and Arbor Terrace weekly to distribute Holy Communion to the 
Catholic residents.   

      
     Who should participate? 

Volunteers with compassionate hearts that are strong enough to assist a person in a wheelchair, or to 
offer support to a senior resident. 
Communion Ministers that feel comfortable giving communion to people in a residential setting. 

 
 
Respect Life 

Supports and promulgates the Catholic Church’s teaching on abortion, euthanasia, cloning, and 
embryonic stem cell use. 
 
What does it involve? 



Educates parishioners on Catholic teaching on life and family issues and encourages faithful 
citizenship. There are weekly, monthly and annual activities and rallies. Commitment depends upon 
schedule and interest in specific activities. 

 
Who should participate? 
Any parishioner who can come to rallies, write letters or help with prayer. 
 

 
Blood Drive 

The Red Cross Blood Drive comes to our parish a few times each year. 
 

What does it involve? 
Contribute the lifesaving gift of blood to your neighbors. In addition to blood donors, volunteers are 
needed to work for each visit. 

 
Who should participate?  
Healthy individuals eligible to donate blood as donors, and caring individuals who can assist with 
signing in and other simple tasks. 

 
 
Knights of Columbus 

Knights of Columbus is a fraternal benefit society committed to the founding principles of charity, 
unity, and fraternity. Membership contributes to good works through council, church, youth, family 
activities and community service.  

 
What does it involve? 
Business meetings are held monthly, on a Monday, at 7:30 p.m.  
Our council hosts various council activities on a monthly and annual basis. 

 
Who should participate?  
Practicing Catholic men who are at least 18 years old and would like to develop lifelong friendships 
through helping others in the parish and community. 

 
 
H.O.P.E. (Helping Other People in Emergency) 

People who support others in need of community resources. 
Assistance is provided for people who are ill, disabled, out of work, or in other situations that create 
circumstances where they need temporary spiritual or financial assistance. 
 
What does it involve? 

       Answering requests for assistance with confidentiality and directing people to resources to help 
remedy their need. 
 
Who should participate? 
Volunteers with compassionate hearts who can keep information confidential and work with others. 
Training is provided. 
 
 

 


