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Prayer of Bishop England
Blessed Jesus,

I devote and consecrate
myself this day

to Your honor and service,
in whatsoever way it

shall please You to dispose of me.
Direct my Superiors to

point out that path
whither You wish me to go

and give me the grace to obey.

Holy Virgin, Mother of my Savior,
I place myself under your

special patronage;
obtain for me from your Son,

all the graces which my
weakness stands in need of.

Protect me in life and
defend me in death.

Bishop John England, First Bishop of Charleston
From the Motherhouse of the

Sisters of Charity of Our Lady of Mercy
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The mission of  CHRIST THE KING COURIER is to provide our Christ The King
Family with information and news regarding our faith and parish ministries. The
goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the
ministries of our parish in the hope that people can use this information to bring you
closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two of
many of God's gifts, and through CHRIST THE KING COURIER, parishioners can
share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King Parish. Our desire is to
serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others
to spread the message of the Gospel of Christ the King.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the
reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as exemplifying the content and
character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed
in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear
with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.
The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put
on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because
it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King
Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to refuse articles, poetry,
advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of
advertising in these pages does not imply endorsement of businesses, services and
products.  Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all media.
Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

Thanks to the hard work of our
faithful Courier staff and our
wonderful parishioners, this issue
is full of wonderful factual stories
of what “Christ the King Family”
has been up to during the past
quarter. There are three excellent
articles that may help us on our
journey through life. One is on
preparing for marriage by Patti
Sloan. It is an excellent read for
anyone contemplating marriage.
Father Brian Carey submitted an
article which gives a different slant
on  prayer entitled, “Divine
Lessons” and as promised in our
last issue, Bernie Sans wrote
“Liturgy of the Word - part one”.

As part of our featured articles
we have three interviews. They are
excellent! What a way to find out
more about our parishioners and
our history! Don’t miss the
personal interest stories like
George Ephrem’s story, Meredith
Reno’s “Flowers of the Desert” and

Jim Claxton’s “The City That
Never Sleeps”!.

Some of our parishioners were
able to take vacations overseas,
such as Lucille Guzzone and her
sister who visited the Westminster
Cathedral in England.  Others went
to Charleston, South Carolina to
see Father Robert J. Baker ordained
to the Episcopacy.

Included in this issue is Bishop
Bakers’ Farewell Mass here at
Christ the King, the St. Vincent
dePaul Society’s Conference and
Mass at the Kenny’s Home, “Travel
to Charleston” by Karen Mathis;
“The Making of a Bishop” by Dan
Scanlan, the Ordination, etc. 

Those of us who were able to
travel to South Carolina will never
forget the moment when Bishop
Bob stood at the altar and stated
“I’m having fun!”

On page 4, you will find an
article to tickle your interest on our
new pastor, Father Robert J.
McDermott. The rectory and
school staff welcomed him with a
“Get to know you” luncheon on
October 12th. Father McDermott
tells us a little about himself on
page 3. In our next issue we hope to
bring you more with coverage of
Father Bob’s installation on
November 21st (the Feast of Christ
the King), at the Noon Mass.
Bishop Snyder is presiding and
there will be a reception to follow.
Don’t miss the February issue of
the Courier! 
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From our Pastor
by Father Robert J. McDermott
Greetings & Salutations,

I am your new pastor and I am
fun to be with and there is no place
I’d rather be than at Christ the King
Parish. I have heard much about
your highly successful Stewardship
Program with its spiritual and
financial rewards and I’m looking
forward to participating and
learning the program.

I have served the last nine and a
half years of my priesthood at St.
Patrick’s Parish in the northside of
Jacksonville where as a Parish
Family community we built a gym,
three new classrooms, a coaches’
office, a snack bar, bathrooms, a
conference room and a storage
area.

We also built a second building
consisting of an annex and a Music
Room, a teachers lounge and a
guidance counselors office. Plus an
Early Learning Center for three and
four year old children. Finally we
added an annex on to our Social
Hall to accommodate non-smoking
patrons and we put a beautiful
pavilion to protect the children
being dropped off every morning
and picked up after school. So you
can see we did a lot of building at
St. Patrick’s. It looks like there is
more building going on here at
Christ the King. 

With the kind help of Don
MacClean, a parishioner of Christ
the King, I started a St. Vincent
dePaul Society at St. Patrick’s and
Assumption. With the help of some
very dedicated lay people both
places succeeded. I feel that we
will be judged by how we help the
least fortunate of our brothers and
sisters.

Prior to my assignment as
Pastor of St. Patrick’s I served as an
Associate Pastor at Assumption
Parish where I conducted adult
Bible studies and Adult Education
Courses as well as working with
the St. Vincent dePaul ministry. I
also served at Prince of Peace for
13 months where I was heavily
involved with  the Boy Scouts, and

hospital ministry for Memorial
Hospital.

I served five years as Chaplin to
the Fighting Gator’s at the
University of Florida where I was
involved in campus ministry and
enjoyed working with young
adults.

I did my diaconate year at St.
Catherine’s where I was heavily
involved in Cursillo. And
ultimately moved into the Kairos
Prison Ministry.  My ordination
was on June 20, 1981, by Bishop
Snyder at St. Catherine Catholic
Church, the parish of what’s
happening tomorrow. 

I enjoy jogging and have
participated in the last 14 River
Runs. My favorite college football
team is the Gator’s and my favorite
pro football team is the Jaguars. I
enjoy all sports from College
Basketball to NASCAR Racing. I
also enjoy going to the movies,
shows, plays, arts and crafts
activities and reading.

I am heavily involved in the
Kairos Prison Ministry  which is an
Ecumenical Cursillo done in the
confines of a maximum security
prison. The purpose of the Kairos
movement is to help the inmates
walk with Jesus while incarnated
with the hopeful prayer that they
will continue their walk when they
are released. The Kairos has no
legal agenda such as early release
or appeal.

I feel that I bring a variety of
gifts from the Holy Spirit and I am
anxiously looking forward to share
my gifts with you. And allowing
you to share your gifts with me so
that we can grow closer together
and closer to God.

So many parishioners and friends
took photographs for this issue, we
wish to thank them all for their
excellent work.

We would like to thank those who
helped us with coverage of Bishop
Baker such as our regular
photographers whose work we’ve
enjoyed in past issues of the Courier -
Bill Dougherty (Bishop’s Farewell
Mass at Christ the King), and Ward
Berkey (Ordination and Bishop’s new
office). A special thanks goes to
Leonard McCook who was our
official photographer (in the press
box) during the Ordination.

Several of our parishioners
submitted photos of this event such as
Helen Ramos, Trudy Cameron, Floyd

Townsend, Audrey Alexander,
Eleanor Conlin, Patty Maroney.

We would like to extend a special
thank you to the staff members of The
New Catholic Miscelley, Mary
Jeffcoat, Jordan McDonough, Deirdre
C. Mays, and Joe Benton. Your help
and hospitality was indispensable.

A very grateful Thank you to all
our parishioners who have helped to
make all of our issues so very special,
either by submitting articles and/or
pictures. Without you there would be
no newspaper.

We also thank God for all of the
success and recognition Christ the
King Courier has received and for all
of the new friends we’ve made along
its journey!

From The Courier Staff

Thank you!
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Letter from Bishop Snyder

Welcome: We woud like to welcome the following individuals
and families to Christ the King Community

Baptisms: We Would like to announce the following people who
were recently baptized into the Catholic Church

We would like to acknowledge the following
parishioners who were recently united into the
Sacrament of Marriage.

Deaths: The following people are recently deceased memebers of
our parish for whom we offer our special prayers.

Marriages:

Rhiannon Nicole Browne          Jul 25
Lauren Ashley Dugan Jul 24
Destiny Adalyssa Dugan           Jul 24
Christian O’Meara McMenamy  Jul 25
Charisten Rachel Smith             Jul 25
Madison Claire Yertzell             Aug 8
Taylor Nicole Bonnichsen       Aug 22
William Michael Holland          Jul 27
Stephen Michael Holland          Jul 27
Michael Christopher Holland     Jul 27
Benjamin Douglas Holland        Jul 27
Elizabeth Ann Holland              Jul 27
Sydney Camryn Barrett           Aug 29
Joseph Patrick Sapp                 Aug 29

Myles William Smith                 Sep 4
Christian Alan Zlanders              Sep 5
Victoria Elizabeth Newman       Sep 11
Cody Allen Logan Sep 20
Trevor Hundredmark Sep 26
Troy Partick Hundredmark       Sep 26
Kiara Imani Joyner                  Sep 26
Tabitha Grace Weldon Sep 26
Zachary F. Turchyn                    Oct 3
Martin Donald Havens Oct 9
Evan Quang Phan                    Oct 17
Michelle Bui Vo                       Oct 17
Jina Xuan Nguyen                   Oct 17
Austin Thomas Alan HamiltonOct  24

The Peter Adams Family
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Alexander
The Michael Alqueza Family
The Ann Auler Family
The Scott Barrett Family
Ethel Bicknase
The Teresita Boures Family
The Kathy Brill Family
The Barbara Cansler Family
Monika Chappell
The Real Cote Family
Albert Cowan Jr.
The Erine Crocker Family
The August D’Orazio Family
The Gabrielle Farrell Family
The Joshua Flanders Family
The Doris Franco Family
Mr. & Mrs. Serafin Garcia
Leon Grisselle
The Mark Havens Family

The Pat Hundredmark Family
Cathy Iglesias
The John Koch Family
The Carl Lesher Family
The Andrew Maholanyi Family
The Carl Morgan Family
The George Nagle Family
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Penrad
The Wendie Penrad Family
Juliana Pico
Catherine Prince
The David Sandeen Family
The Daniel Sanford Family
The Eric Turchyn Family
The Arturo Vayot Family Jr.
The Robert Ventrone Family
The Grace Washburn Family
The Steve Weldon Family
The Steven Wilson Family

Eileen Pastorini
Lawrence Wangler
Dolores Keel
Catherine Hooper
Charles Baldwin
Marie Gianfrancesco

Kathleen Kersch
Alfredo Romeu
George Dietz Jr.
Mercedes Holmes
Cody Logan

Sandra Ramsey
Albert Hagan
Mary Manning
Martha Grossholz
Maureen Hogan

James Shannon Padilla & Elizabeth Ann Resch on Sept. 4.

Diocese of Saint Augustine
Office of the Bishop

September 27, 1999

Reverend and Dear Father,

I am pleased to announce the
following clergy appointment:

The Reverend FatherRobert J.
McDermott, from pastor, St.
Patrick Parish, Jacksonville, to
pastor, Christ the King Parish,

Jacksonville, effective October 28,
1999.

Please keep Bob in your
prayers as he prepares to take on
his new assignment.

With kind regards and best
wishes, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

John J. Snyder
Bishop of Saint Augustine

Knights of Columbus
Arlington Council #4727
Installement Ceremony

by Jim Middleton

Arlington Council #4727 of the
Knights of Columbus recently
installed their new officers for the
Fraternal Year 1999-2000.
Installed were:

Pat Bianco, Grand Knight
George Coseo, Deputy Grand
Knight
Chuck Brendler, Chancellor
Mike Yarborough, Warden

Donald Thompson, Financial
Secretary
Charles Strauss, Treasurer
Dale Summers, Recorder
John Fuata, Outside Guard
Nelson Luyando, Inside Guard
Russ Strauss, Advocate
Butch Ferrizzi, Trustee
Tom Guggisberg, Trustee
Bob Christ, Trustee
John Fuata, Lecturer
Jim Morris, Lecturer

The installing officer was
District Deputy George Reteguiz.

After the Knights Installation,
the K-CEEs–Ladies Auxillary of
the Council–installed their new
officers.  Installed were:

Inge Morgan, President

Doris Faustini, Vice President
Marge Stiles, Secretary
Maggie Damato, Treasurer

The installations were held in
conjunction with a Dinner Dance at
the Council Hall on August 7th.
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by Eileen Porter
“Have you met our new

pastor?”  “No, have you?” 
“I met him a couple years ago,

but he probably won’t remember
me.”

These were some of the
comments being bandied about the
Christ the King School and rectory
following the announcement that
Father Robert McDermott was to
be our new pastor.

Happily, we had an opportunity
to meet him on October 12th, when

he joined the rectory staff, the
volunteers and some of the school
staff at a covered dish luncheon.
There were about 30 people
present, and it was a nice, informal
way to greet (welcome) our new
pastor.

After Father McDermott gave
the blessing, all proceeded to the
buffet table, which was laden with
good food that ran the gamut from
Mrs. Do’s home-made egg rolls to
Bill Damato’s fried turkey.

Have you met our new Pastor?
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The Making of a Bishop

by Courier staff writer Dan
Scanlan

What makes a bishop?
Specifically, what people or

influences helped form the man
who was appointed the Bishop of
Charleston a few weeks ago, dating
back to when he was a little boy in
Ohio?

It’s obviously more than a
dedication to Mother Church and a
desire to serve, and it runs deeper
than the symbols of that holy
office, the miter and scepter, that
they carry during official events.

Now, as former Christ the King
Catholic Church pastor Bob Baker
assumes the mantle of leadership
for a new flock in the Diocese of
Charleston in South Carolina after
decades of service in Northeast
Florida, the Courier asked those
who watched him grow what
formed his future.

Where did the guidance, the
love and the Spirit that guided
young Bob Baker through his life
to become a Bishop come from?

His mother, Rosemary Baker,
said her son, in their small town,
began thinking of the priesthood as
an elementary school boy. He had
an uncle who was a priest, and both
mother and son had a great
devotion to the Blessed Mother.

“He used to talk about it when
he was younger … He always
admired the priests and the sisters,”
she said. “It takes a lot of study and
you have to be chosen (as Bishop)
for something like that, but he had
been groomed for it by studying in
Rome and with Bishop Snyder. He
was a tremendous influence living
in the cathedral [in St. Augustine]
and Bob always admired him.”

But did he ever think about a
life beyond a parish?

Not according to his mother, or
seminary classmate Father Jerry
Chmiel.

“I have no recollection that he
ever said, ‘Boy, I want to be a
bishop,’ ” Chmiel said.

John Snyder, Bishop for the
Diocese of St. Augustine and friend
to Bishop Baker from 1984 on,
agrees. He said Bishop Baker was a
busy pastor at the Cathedral-
Basilica in St. Augustine who never
discussed a future that included a
miter and scepter. That is one
reason why he proposed his friend
as a future leader.

“He never did. We are always
leery of people seeking to be
bishops. It’s not a question of
something you choose. It is God’s
choice,” Snyder said.  “He was a
good pastor and that is a great basis
for becoming a good bishop. He
worked hard and continued
reaching out to people who were
hurting and needed help, and that
resembles the Gospel stories of the
Good Shepherd.”

Bishop Baker officially
replaced retiring Bishop David
Thompson September 29, to
become the 12th Bishop of the
31,055-square-mile, 179-year-old
diocese, which includes the entire
state of South Carolina. He will
serve an estimated 121,637
Catholics in the state. Bishop
Thompson retired May 29 at the
age of 75 after serving as Bishop
for nine years.

Bishop Baker learned of his
appointment July 6 from Gabriel
Montalvo, Apostolic Nuncio to the
United States, then spent much of
the next two months traveling to
Charleston to meet his new priests
and tour his new diocese.

But let’s look back to when Bob
Baker was born - June 4, 1944 in
Willard, Ohio, one of four sons and
a daughter in Rosemary Baker’s
family. She remembers her son
talked about being a priest when he
was in grade school. Mrs. Baker
told this reporter that he had an

uncle and great uncle who were
Precious Blood priests and that was
certainly an influence. “So were the
Notre Dame nuns who taught him,”
she said.

Then there was Father Cleo
Schmenk, who first met Baker in
1953, when he had first been
assigned to the young man’s parish.
Father Schmenk, now retired and
living in Melbourne, Florida, said
he was only there for a few months,
then was moved to help an ailing
priest for about a year and a half.
Then it was back to Baker’s parish,
when the young bishop-to-be was a
sixth grader and Schmenck was his
religion teacher.

That was when Rosemary
Baker said her son, always good at
music, helped out with more than
singing in the boy’s choir.

“He had taken music lessons
from the time he was in grade
school and helped relieve the
organist for devotions,” she said.
“He enjoyed it and was always
more religious than the other boys.”

“I trained those boys to read
music and Bob was taking piano
lessons and could already play the
organ,” Schmenk added. “He was
very, very cooperative … I always
thought Bob was outstanding and
he was one of a lot of young men
who showed a lot of promise and
faith.”

Schmenk said he invited
Bishop Baker to visit the Pontifical
College Josephenium 50 miles
away.

Robert Baker then became one
of nine young men to leave their
parish to enter the priesthood. They
went to the College of Theology in
Worthington, Ohio. Graduating in
1966, Baker spent the next four
years at the school’s theology
program before he was ordained a
priest on March 21 at his home
parish of St. Wendalin in Fostaria,
Ohio.

During that time, Schmenk said
he had been appointed vocation
director for the diocese and
supervised the seminarians, one of
them Baker.

One of his jobs was to send the
seminarians out to learn more about
parish life, and that included
sending Baker out to supervise an
athletic program across town. Yes,
the future bishop excelled there as
well. He was in the poorest section,
but he was good with kids,” Father
Schmenk said.

“If you asked him to do
something, he put his mind to it and
did it and got along splendidly with
the other seminarians. I remember
how he handled those little kids,
with a way of kidding around and
always with a big smile.”

One of those seminarians was
Father Chmiel, now at St. Ann
Church in Fremont, Ohio. He met
Baker the first day, and would be
his classmate for the next 12 years,
recognizing immediately that his
friend had the makings of a priest.

“The one thing I always
admired was how he could relate to
anyone,” Chmiel said. “It didn’t
matter what age, race or religion;
male or female, young or old, he
seemed to have a way to relate to
all people. If that is a quality, and I
am sure it is for a bishop, then that
was one of the main ones for Bob.” 

Back then, Chmiel said his
friend never talked about being a
Bishop. In fact, he said it was
probably “the last thing he strove
for.”

“His mind wasn’t on
advancement or career,” Chmiel
said. “His basic thrust was to be a
pastor and serve the people and
parishes, and it’s where he devoted
his energies and certainly his
prayer.”

continued on page 19
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It’s a lens-eye view of the Mass and tearful
farewell to Bishop Bob. Hundreds braved the
rain, including Courier photographer, Bill
Dougherty, and the pictures tell the story
better than any words we could write. From
the emotional, yet beautiful Celebration of the
Eucharist, to the final good-byes at the
Kingdome, it was a day to remember, reflect, to
respond: “Thank You Bishop Bob, and may
God Bless You, always.”

Bishop Bob, Sub-Deacon Eli Shami during the
Mass opening

Bishop Baker’s coat of arms created
by Christ the King Catholic School

students, was on display at the Mass
here, and during his ordination in

Charleston, S.C.

From left: Father Tetlow, Bishop Bob, Monsignor Danaher, Father Carey,
Father McCarthy, Father Mubutas, Bishop Larkin during the Mass

From left: Father Thanh, Bishop Bob, Bishop Larkin, Monsignor
Danaher, and Father Carey reflect on God’s word during the Mass

Monsignor Danaher, Bishop Larkin, Bishop Baker, Sister Therese Horan,
Janet Morgan break ground on the new Sister Therese Horan Library

and Media Center being built as part of Christ the King School

Of Bishop Baker’s many charities, it’s his love and devotion
toward the children that will be remembered by many

Bishop Bob spoke of how wonderful his time at Christ the King
had been, and how much he would miss the parishioners and

our spirit of stewardship that is so strong in our Church

Christ the King parishioners celebrate
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Mass and say farewell to Bishop Bob

The Christ the King School children’s choir is led by Rocky
DiGeorgio before Mass

From left: Lillian Abelardo, Lavella Chua, and Claudina Aralar
present Bishop Bob with gift from the Filipino parishioners of

Christ the King

Members of Christ the King Parish extend their blessing on
Bishop Bob

Mike Mackin, President of the Christ the King Parish
presents Bishop Bob with a set of keys to a new

Avalon - a blessing to help him along those many
miles on South Carolina roads

Bishop Bob is pleasantly surprised by the gift of a new car

Even the smallest parishioners
couldn’t pass on the chance to say

“goodbye” one last time to
Bishop Bob

Dr. Frank Broome congratulates
Bishop-Elect Baker

Superb Italian food was served during the reception
following the Mass. From spicy meatballs, to mouth-

watering lasagna, it was a feast fit for ...well, a
Bishop of course!



Page 8 Christ the King Catholic Church November, 1999

THE MOST REVEREND ROBERT J. BAKER

As successor to the apostles, Bishop Robert J. Baker Bishop-Elect takes moment to great photographer

Ray Hauck among 4th Degree Knights of Columbus Honor Guard

must santify,

teach,

Subdeacon Eli Shami joins procession

and govern Rejoicing in hope
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ORDAINED TO THE EPISCOPACY

Bishop-Elect Baker with Bishop Snyder

Father Carey

Maureen McCook, Bishop Baker and
Leonard McCook

Father O’Flynn, Subdeacon Eli Shami adn Ray Hauck

Silas Osborne and Bishop Baker

Marge Stiles, Trudy Cameron, Hector Cameron, Father Thanh and
Bud stiles

Foreground: Father Tetlow and Father
Thanh

Bishop Baker with his
mother, Rosemary Baker Bishop Robert J. Baker with diocesan vicar

general, Monsignor James A. Carter
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by Eileen Porter

“Bishop Baker, this is your
Cathedral.” These words were
proclaimed by Monsignor Chet
Moczydlowski, Pastor of St. John
The Baptist Cathedral, before
Bishop Baker offered his first Mass
as Bishop of the Diocese of
Charleston.

The beautiful cathedral was
filled with Bishop Baker’s family,
parishioners of the Cathedral, and
many members of Christ the King
Church. Among the priests who
con-celebrated the Mass were
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher,
former pastor of Christ the King
and Father John Tetlow, who is an
assistant pastor of Christ the King
and director of vocations. Altar
servers were Bishop Baker’s
nephews, Matthew and Luke
Jepson, of Fostoria, Ohio and
Michael Simons from Christ the
King.

Bishop Baker’s sister, Mary
Ann Jepson, presented the first
reading. The pastor of the
Cathedral, Monsignor Chet
Moczydloski proclaimed the gospel
and the newly ordained Bishop of
Charleston, Robert Baker,
delivered the homily.

In his homily Bishop Baker
said that he hoped to add to the
number of those entering vocations.
He stated he wouldn’t be happy
until the number reached 72. He
also said that we must all practice
living simply and praying
constantly.

The gifts were presented by the
Bishop’s mother Rosemary Baker
and his brother Jim Baker. The
music in the Cathedral was
magnificent.

It was a wonderful
commingling of Bishop Baker’s
family from Ohio, his Christ the
King family and his new family in
the Diocese of Charleston. The
liturgy was filled with warmth and
love and many happy tears were
shed.

All present were invited to
breakfast after the Mass at the
Cathedral Center, where we were
graciously welcomed by parish
members. It afforded a perfect
opportunity to greet Bishop Baker
and visit with one another.

An invitation was also issued to
tour the Cathedral. The original
Cathedral was consecrated in 1850
but was destroyed by fire in 1861.
The present Cathedral, built on the
same foundation, was consecrated
in 1907. 

The high altar is of white
Vermont marble  (see  picture  #1 ) 

and above the altar is a magnificent
five-light stained glass window
rendition of Leonardo Da Vinci’s
“Last Supper.” The altar of
celebration is made of Italian
marble. The Cathedral is fortunate
in having a 25 rank pipe organ built
in 1985.  The organ   includes   the 
restored contrebasse pipes from the
1906  E. M. Skinner  organ  at  the 

Cathedral of St. John the Baptist.
The Mass, the breakfast and the
tour was a perfect finale to the
beautiful ceremony of the
preceding day when our own
Father Bob was ordained as The
Most Reverend Bishop Robert
Joseph Baker, Bishop of
Charleston, South Carolina.

FIRST MASS AS BISHOP

BISHOP BOB CHECKS OUT HIS
NEWHOME
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Travel to Charleston
W

ednesday, Septem
ber

29, 1999
by Karen Mathis

Prayers, a pontifical video and
preparation set the stage for the
162 Christ the King parishioners
who shared four buses to attend the
ordination of Bishop Robert Baker.

Travelers laughed, joked,
chatted and meditated on the five-
hour trip to Charleston, South
Carolina, on September 29, when
former Christ the King Pastor
Baker was ordained during a 3:00
p.m. ceremony.

At precisely 4:18 p.m.,
Archbishop John Donoghue of
Atlanta anointed Father Baker,
ordaining him the Twelfth Bishop
of Charleston. “Thanks for your
presence, your love and your
prayers,” Bishop Baker later told
the 3,000-plus people attending his
ordination at the North Charleston
Area Convention Center. He
thanked everyone involved in his
ordination, including Christ the
King parishioners, who broke into
applause when he thanked the
parish for its support.

Bishop Baker also thanked his
mother, Rosemary Baker, to a
thundering ovation from the
audience, and he also gave
gratitude to his father, who died
two years ago. “I know he’s with
me and is praying for me, Thanks,
Dad,”, Bishop Baker said.

The trip to Charleston began
about 9:00 a.m., when four buses
departed the church parking lot for
the five-hour trip. Travelers on the
first bus enjoyed the presence of
Father Bob McDermott, who
becomes the new Christ the King
pastor in October. McDermott and
Sister Therese Horan helped to
lead the Rosary which travelers
prayed with rosaries provided by
the Legion of Mary. 

Sister Therese also shared a
joke that reinforces the power of
the Rosary. It went something like
this: In heaven, Jesus noticed a
group of people laughing and
enjoying themselves. He asked
Saint Peter if he had been the one
to let the group out of purgatory.
“No”. Peter replied to Jesus. “They
knocked on the back door and your
Mother let them in.”

After the ordination and
reception, some of the bus travelers
remained in Charleston for an
overnight stay, and the remainder
boarded at 7:00 p.m. for the return
trip. The first bus chatted, napped,
read or watched The Lion King
video during the return trip, which
reached Christ the King about
11:30 p.m.

Several days later, Father
McDermott, pastor of St. Patrick’s
Church in North Jacksonville, told
The Florida Times-Union that he
had met many of the Christ the
King members during the trip.
“They seem fabulous,” he said. 
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by Juan Carlos, Seminarian 

Juan Josè Velàsquez Pelàez,
was born on July 9th, 1909 in the
city of Jardin, Colombia. He
belonged to a Catholic family in
which he received an excellent
religious education from his
parents, Mr. Alvaro Ma. Velàsquez
and Mrs. Maria del Carmen Pelàez.

From his early childhood he
sensed the spark of a priestly
vocation, which was nourished by
saying the daily prayer of the Holy
Rosary with the family, but most of
all, by the Eucharist which he
received reverently at Mass (in the
main church of his town) every
morning. He made the decision to
become a priest and followed with
studies for the teaching profession
then worked as a teacher in the
cities of Andes and Betania in
Columbia.

On February 29, 1932, he
entered the Order of Hospitallers of
St. John of God. This was his first
step towards priestly ordination. (In
entering the order, he changed his
name to “Brother Juan Bautista”).
His first apostolic ministry was to
help those with mental illness in a
hospital in Bogotà, Colombia.
Then, in April of 1934 he was sent
to Spain, together with six other
friars. Their purpose was to deepen
their religious and professional
formation, and to assist the Church
in Spain with the lack of vocations
that Spain  was experiencing at the
time.

At the moment of his death, he
was ministering in the mental
hospital of Ciempozuelos, near
Madrid. The Martyrdom of Blessed
Juan Bautista and his six religious
countrymen occurred on August 9,
1936 in Barcelona, Spain during a
wave of anti-clericalism that swept
the forces opposed to
Generalissimo Francisco Franco.
The Superiors of the Hospitaller
brothers, upon seeing the warlike
spirit that was alive in Spain at that
time, decided to repatriate the
Colombian religious. Then, the
religious with their passports in
order, wearing regular clothes and
bands around their arms with the
colors of the Colombian flag and
guarantees by the authorities for
their safety, left the Hospital
Monastery, to take a train in
Barcelona from where they would
leave for Colombia. Nevertheless,
they were discovered by the
military forces before they arrived
in Barcelona. In the same train they
were submitted to tortures with the
purpose of making them deny the
Catholic faith. For two days they
were tortured by the soldiers with
extreme intensity.

The seven young Colombian
friars preferred to die before
renouncing their faith and their
religious life. All of them died in a
violent way, but with the greeting

“HASTA EL CIELO’ (See you in
Heaven) and the cry “VIVA
CRISTO REY” (Long live Christ
the King). With them 64 Spanish
friars died . They suffered the same
type of death that their brothers did.

For several days, the
Colombian Ambassador
impatiently waited for them at the
train station. He inquired about
where they were but no one knew
anything about the friars. Only days
afterwards, he discovered the
answer in the Barcelona morgue.
Their bodies were found there
completely mutilated. Their
remains were not preserved
because they were buried in a
common grave.

The Process of Canonization

It was after their death that little
by little the virtues of these friars
who had responded in such an
exemplary way became known.
That same year (1936) the Church
began a very profound study to
prove the martyrdom of these
friars. In 1950, the Diocesan
process of Canonization was
initiated in Madrid. The
Congregation for the Cause of the
Saints used all the documents and
testimonies they found. At different
times they sent delegates to
Colombia to analyze facts that
showed the way of life the religious
martyrs chose to follow before they
went to Spain.

After examining the
documentation gathered during the
investigation Pope John Paul II
recognized that the seven friars had
been martyred for the love they
professed for the Gospel. He

presented them as “Venerable”
(worthy of veneration at very
private level). Following the
process, on May 14, 1991, the Pope
promulgated the decrees of
beatification of the seven Martyrs,
who received this tremendous
honor with the other 64 Spanish
companions.

On October 25, 1992, the
Martyrs were beatified by His
Holiness John Paul II in a solemn
ceremony at Saint Peter’s Square,
in Rome. This event filled the
Universal Church with jubilation
and in a special way the Church in
Colombia. The glorious crown,
common to all martyrs, is a shining
ornament.

The Blessed Juan Bautista gave
his life to witness his vocation and
consecration to the sick and needy.
He was a faithful imitator of Christ,
the Good Samaritan, who passed
through this world doing good and
healing the oppressed. Therefore,
he is hailed by the Universal
Church as “Witness of mercy and
charity even to martyrdom.”

In October 25, 1993 we
celebrated the first anniversary of
the beatification, at St. Andrew’s
Seminary with a very special guest
for the occasion, The Most Rev.
Michael A. Saltarelli, D.D.,
Auxiliary Bishop of Newark who
was the main celebrant at the
Eucharistic liturgy.  

BIOGRAPHY OF BLESSED
JUAN BAUTISTA VELASQUEZ

Courier Staff Hard at Work
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The Divine Lesson
The Ancient Way of Praying the Scriptures

by Father Brian Carey, C.S.Sp.

In Romans, 15: 4, St Paul writes
“All these things which were
written so long ago were written so
that we, learning perseverance and
the encouragement which the
Scriptures give, should have hope.”

In Matthew 13:31-32, “The
Kingdom of heaven is like the yeast
a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour till it was
leavened all through.”

One way of using these two
passages of Scripture in our lives
would be to knead the Word of God
into our thinking and decision
making so that the way we live our
lives, speak and act, gradually
becomes permeated with, soaked
with the Word of God. In this way
we learn and appropriate the Divine
Lesson, what God wants to teach
us.

There is an ancient method of
prayer which can really help us to
do that. It is known by it’s Latin
name, “Lectio divina”, which we
can translate as “divine reading” or
“divine lesson”. This method was
commonly used by the great
Christian Saints and Bishops of the
early centuries of the church, and is
rooted in Jewish Tradition.
Reading the Scriptures has always
been described as the “oil that
keeps alive the flame of prayer”.

The Word of God was first a
spoken word. Later it came to be
written. We often read phrases like
“The Lord spoke to Moses”, or
“Jesus said to His Disciples” and so
on.

Before the invention of
printing, Bibles were all
manuscript.  They were to be found
only in monasteries, convents and
churches or synagogues. Probably
only a minority of people could
read in those days. There were very
few books available to them
anyway.  So the only way most
people could know the Word of
God was through its proclamation
in church during liturgical
assemblies. If anyone has ever
made an enclosed retreat in a
monastery you will remember that
some of the Scriptures are read
aloud to the community at the
beginning of meals. And as they
pray the Liturgy of the Hours, the
psalms are either chanted or read
aloud. In recent times we have seen
religious chant music become
popular. It is a help to relaxation
and reflection.

Jewish Tradition sees the Word
of God as a Spoken Word. It is to be
read aloud.  Prayer is said aloud
also, which makes synagogues
noisy places. The Word is very
carefully read and pronounced, out
of respect for the Word of God. In
our Liturgies the Word is also
proclaimed aloud, and lectors are
required to prepare their readings
well and carefully, and prayerfully

before they come to actually
proclaim clearly and reverently. It
would possibly be more apt to
speak of the “lesson” rather than
the reading.

When God speaks to us, it
behooves us to listen carefully and
attentively, and to take His Word to
heart. Most of all it behooves us to
listen to Christ, The Word of God in
the flesh, the summation of what
God wants to say to us. It is in the
Gospels that we focus most on
Christ.

All of this is good to keep in
mind when we come to this ancient
method of prayer.

THE METHOD
There are several steps in the

spiritual method of Lectio Divina.
They come out of the experience
and practice of Christian spiritual
masters through the ages. They are
not rules, but tested guidelines.  At
the title of each step I will use the
Latin name.

1.  ADORATIO : Adoration means
paying attention to God’s presence
with us. What would you wish to
praise about God right now today ?
What should you thank God for
today? You might like to use a
psalm or hymn of praise, such as
Psalm 94. The psalms and canticles
of the Bible are God’s own gift of
words of praise and worship. Or
you may prefer to compose your
own spontaneous prayers of praise
and worship, of thanksgiving, or
repentance.
2.  LECTIO: means reading.
Prayerfully and attentively read
something from the Holy
Scriptures.  This can be your own
spontaneous choice; or you may
gradually move through one of the
books. You could follow the
Sunday readings, or the week-day
readings, or those of the Liturgy of
the Hours. You could use some
daily Bible reading guide as your
source of passages. You may
choose a word, a verse, a paragraph
or story. In line with what I said
above, it is good to read it aloud, or
at least pronounce the words. This
helps to focus our attention on the
Word.
3. MEDITATIO: means to reflect
prayerfully on what you have read.
Is someone in the story like me?
Does what I have read seem to
reflect my attitudes or behavior ?
What is God saying to me in this
passage? What difference does it
make to me or my life? What
should I do now ? What decisions
am I drawn to make?
4.ORATIO: means prayer. What
should I say to God now after this
reflection? How should I respond?
What specific grace do I need?
What will I take from this prayer
for the day?

HOW LONG
There is no fixed duration.

Hopefully we develop this Divine
Lesson into a way of praying and
living. It might last a few minutes,
or longer. If a person can make the
time, thirty minutes is what is
recommended for religious. This
time might be divided into five
minutes of Adoratio; ten minutes of
Lectio; ten minutes of Meditatio;
five minutes Oratio. If the time you
can spend is less than that, you can
divide it proportionately.

WHERE
Anywhere. If possible choose a

quiet time and place. You might
even do the reading at home and
your meditating as you drive to
work. Let the Word of God filter
through your mind during the day;
it can help keep your mind on the
Lord and a lot of worthless
thoughts out.

Over a period of time, you will
find you are learning more about
the Lord and his Word, and you will
see it influencing your attitudes and
behavior. In other words, you will
find yourself in a process of
conversion, of change, as you
gradually come in line with the
Lord’s ways. The Word of the Lord

enlightens, encourages, challenges
and nourishes. May you find this as
you venture into the Divine
Lesson!

Come to think of it, this prayer
is just like our Liturgy, isn’t it? We
have a Gathering Song, an act of
repentance. Passages of the Bible
are read aloud and reflected on.
There is a response in Faith
followed by prayers for the
particular needs of the Body of
Christ.

A person can practice this
method of prayer alone. Members
of a prayer or study group could do
it together, sharing their reflections,
etc.  Some might like to journal,
making brief notes on each session.
It is good to re-read this from time
to time to see what God might be
saying to you over a period of time.
Perhaps there is a pattern emerging.
Ask yourself where the seed is
falling—on the good ground, or on
the stony places, or being lost
among the weeds, and where it is
producing fruit.

Lectio Divina is not the only
way to learn the Divine Lesson, but
it is a an ancient and proven way to
leaven our lives with the Word of
God.  This can only bring us
blessings.
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Liturgy 101
The Liturgy of the Word

Part One

God wants to speak with us. He
wants to speak to us about His love
for us, a love that began before we
were born, before the first humans
walked this earth.

God wants to speak to us about
the goodness of all creation, about
the goodness of this earth, of this
world. He desires to speak about
the incredible goodness of men and
women who have lived, who
inhabit this place now, and who are
yet to be born.

God wants to speak to us about
life that is yet to come; about life in
the yet to be fulfilled Reign and
Kingdom of God; about the
incredible, incomprehensible,
wonderful life in heaven; about a
new life beyond the one we now
know, a life that only passage
through the doorway of death
admits us to.

God wants to speak to us about
what it means to be God. And we
are often surprised, aren’t we?
Surprised at a God who is not only
strong and sure and protecting, but
also gentle and merciful and
affectionate. We are surprised at a
God who often seems slow to hear
and even slower to answer. And we
are surprised at whom God
chooses, whom he calls. Not only
the distinguished and the worthy:
Abraham, David, Isaiah, and Mary,
but also the weak and the unsure:
Jeremiah, Peter, the poor, the lame,
the widow, the outcast, the
unwanted. Some of whom we least
expect, including ourselves.

Nature of the Liturgy of the
Word

Simply stated, the Liturgy of
the Word is the Church’s special
moment to hear God speaking
through the scriptures. From its
earliest days, the Christian
community has always deemed it
essential that its members be
nourished from both the table of the
word and the table of the Eucharist.

Our Task

Our task is to listen to God
speaking. Our task is to attend to
the Word and be attentive to it.  Our
task is to open our whole being to
the God who speaks. We know and
believe that God is always present
with us. Yet because we cannot
reach out with our hands and touch
God, we often find it hard to listen.
The structure of the Liturgy of the
Word provides us with a pattern for
truly listening and responding to
the God who speaks.  In reading, in
song, and in silence we attend to
the spoken word of the Lord.

Structure 
of the Liturgy of the Word

The pattern for the liturgy of the
word is quite simple. Its general
rhythm is one of proclamation and
response.

Proclamation Response
First Reading Psalm
Second Reading
Gospel
(preceded by its
Acclamation)
Homily Profession of Faith

General Intercessions 
(Prayer of the Faithful)

First Reading

This selection is usually taken
from the Hebrew scriptures (during
the Easter season it comes from the
Acts of the Apostles.) The presence
of the Old Testament readings
manifests the Church’s firm
conviction that all scripture is the
word of God. There is continuity
between the two Testaments: both
lead us to Jesus Christ. As St.
Augustine, our diocesan patron,
stated : “In the Old Testament, the
New is hidden; in the New
Testament, the Old appears.”
Furthermore, the story of the
people of old is also our story. It is
part of our heritage. On Sundays,
the selection usually relates to the
Gospel reading by reasons of topic,
mood, or focus.

The Psalm

The Book of Psalms is the most
ancient songbook of the Church. It
is the inspired word which has
always served as the basis and
inspiration for the community’s
sung praise to God. The psalm
following the first reading is the
only psalm used in the Mass for its
own sake,  not to accompany an
action.  With this text we use God’s
word to respond to God’s word. To
a certain extent the psalm serves to
stimulate reflection on the reading,
giving us an opportunity to mull
over some aspect of God’s word.
As the most important psalm found
in the celebration, the text (because
it is a song) should ordinarily be
sung. The word, responsorial, is
often connected to this psalm
during the Liturgy of the Word. The
word essentially describes how the
psalm is proclaimed –
responsorially, between the
cantor/choir and the Assembly. 

Second Reading
This selection, always from the

New Testament, opens up to us the
belief and practice of the early
Church. The witness of the
apostolic community provides an
example for all time, since
Christians of every age are to recall
the love of the Father enfleshed in
Christ, the good news of
redemption, as seen and lived by

the early followers of the Lord. All
of us are called to live decently and
without blemish, to be tolerant of
one another, to be steadfast in faith.
During certain seasons of the year,
e.g., Advent, the reading echoes the
mood and focus of the other Bible
passages. At other times we hear
selections from letters written by
one of the Apostles presented over
a period of Sundays.

Gospel

The highpoint of the Liturgy of
the Word is the proclamation of the
Gospel. The Good News of
salvation is proclaimed to us by the
Risen Lord. It is Christ, living and
present among His people, who
continues to speak as He calls us to
deeper faith and conversion.

From earliest times the Gospel
has been emphasized by special
signs of respect and honor
surrounding its liturgical
proclamation.

The Gospel is preceded by an
acclamation, normally expressive
of paschal joy and accompanying a
procession. Through the singing of
an acclamation, we praise Christ
who comes to proclaim the
message of salvation. Ordinarily
we sing “Alleluia,” an Easter shout
meaning “Praise Yahweh” or
“Praise God.”  During Lent, we use
an equivalent acclamation of praise
so that at Easter we may sing
“Alleluia” with even more
exuberance and joy. This
acclamation is so important that
liturgical directives insist that it
must be sung [if not sung, it should
be eliminated].

Adding even more solemnity
and festivity to the proclamation
are the procession of ministers to
the ambo [pulpit], the use of
candles and incense, and the
standing of the assembly out of
respect for the Risen Christ who is
still with us. The priest or deacon
begins with a greeting of the people
and makes the sign of the cross on
the book, on his forehead, mouth
and breast, reminders that Christ is
to be in our thinking, on our lips,
and in our heart now and always.

As members of the assembly,
we listen with attention, not to
some words of past events but to
the word spoken anew in our own
day. We listen to Jesus Christ who
is the spoken word of God, now
present among us.

Homily

The homily is an integral part
of the liturgy of the word since the
homilist shows how Christ is
continuing to act and speak among
us today. The task of the homilist is
not just to help us understand what
we have heard, not to give moral
exhortations or to provide scientific
explanations of the text. Rather, the
homilist is called to “break open
the word” so that it might penetrate
our very beings with its energizing
power.

Profession of Faith

As a response to God’s word
proclaimed in the scriptures and
preached in the homily, we stand
and give a corporate profession of
faith in a formula dating back to the
early councils of the Church.
Through this text we assent not
only to the doctrines we believe,
but also to the very person of Christ
present in His word. As a
community we affirm those
mysteries of faith which will be
again proclaimed in the Eucharistic
prayer.

General Intercessions

In the New Testament we are
urged to offer “petitions, prayers,
and intercessions” (1 Timothy 2:1)
for all the people on earth. As a
priestly people we do so in a special
way by this series of requests.
These prayers draw us away from
an exclusive concern with our own
needs and invite us to pray for the
needs of the Church at large, for
public authorities, the salvation of
the world, and for those oppressed
by any need. 

Times for Silence

The very intense character of
the Liturgy of the Word calls for
this time of the celebration to be
punctuated with periods of silence.
We need time to absorb the Lord’s
message. We need time to attend to
the prompting of the Holy Spirit
dwelling within each of us and in
the community gathered together.
Such silent moments also remind
us that we indeed need to “wait on”
the Lord, to “waste time” on God,
and not be in a hurry to “get on with
it.”  Many communities frame the
psalm with silence before and after
the singing. There could also be a
period of silence after the second
reading or after the homily. No
matter what options are chosen, it is
important that this time be allowed
by readers, musicians, and
presiders. The way we spend these
precious moments can contribute
much to our prayerful experience
of the Mass.

Next Issue: 
Liturgy 101

Liturgy of the Word~Part Two
How the system of readings

proclaimed at Mass relates to our
yearly cycle of feasts and seasons.
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The Cathedral, Not the Abbey

by Lucille Guzzone

Having taught English
Literature for many years, I often
longed to travel to England to visit
the places I only read about in text
books and in Victorian novels. A
few years ago that dream came true
when I had the opportunity to
accompany my daughter and her art
history class on a college sponsored
trip of Great Britain.

I packed in as much sight
seeing as I possibly could in those
few days, enjoying stage plays and
touring historical places both in
London and along the beautiful
countryside. When the week-end
came, I searched for a church close
to the hotel. I attended Mass in a
lovely little chapel in Covent
Garden. 

After the Mass, the priest
detained my daughter and me,
inquiring about the nature of our
trip and wondering from what part
of the United States we came. I
suppose he picked us out from the
crowd because of my daughter’s
light beige jacket and my bright red
sweater amidst a sea of dark greys
and black worn by the locals. He
asked us whether or not we had the

opportunity to visit Westminster
Cathedral. 

Immediately I wondered why
he was interested in our seeing an
Anglican church. He explained that
he meant the cathedral and not the
abbey. He stated that the cathedral
was definitely Roman Catholic and
worth experiencing. So after his
giving us directions, we planned to
add a visit to the church during our
couple of remaining days in
London. 

(By the way, the abbey, a most
glorious church, was built by
Benedictine monks many centuries
ago, and was taken over by Henry
VIII when he broke from Rome and
declared himself head of the
Church during the 16th century. It
provides the resting place for
royalty, politicians, and literary
geniuses as well as the location of
coronations, weddings, and stately
funerals of the English royal
families both past and present. In
addition, it is the only
“Westminster Church” included in
the commercial tour.)

The Catholic Cathedral was
more than I expected. I found it to
be as impressive as some of the
places of worship that I had seen in
Italy. It was built in 1895 and
designed by the architect, John

Frances Bentley. The exterior is in
the Byzantine style with striking
red brickwork striped with white
stone. The interior is massive, and
the altar glows with shades of
cream colored marble and gold. It
was indeed worth the effort it took
to find it.

This past summer, along with
my sister, I returned to England for
a short vacation. This time I made it
a point to attend Mass at the great
cathedral. I enjoyed the homily of
the newly ordained youthful priest,
the lovely music of the choir, and I
especially got a kick out of the very
proper matronly attired lector who

spoke with a dignified British
accent.

The Mass was quite crowded
for a Saturday evening service, and
whether the congregation was
made up of English citizens or
tourists from other countries, it was
delightful to witness so many of us
praying together in a country which
by law forbids members of its
sovereignty to marry anyone who is
Catholic. So, on this particular
beautiful afternoon, the Faith was
alive with worshipers glorifying
God in the Cathedral of
Westminster, and not in the famous
Anglican abbey!
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DAILY ADORATION
CELEBRATES 10TH ANNIVERSARY

by Blanche Iglesias

Daily Adoration began at Christ
the King on Labor Day 1989 thanks
to Monsignor Danaher’s initiative
and blessing. Adoration has
continued every Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. till 5:30 p.m.,
including holidays, since that date.

We now have 115 people
participating. Of those, 37 have
been faithfully coming for the last
ten years. If you ask anyone who
has been coming for any length of
time they will attest to the many

blessings received both for
themselves and for those for whom
they pray. 

Father Godfrey Diekmann
OSB, a noted liturgical theologian,
said, “Eucharistic exposition and
adoration are nothing else than the
action of the Mass held in
contemplation.” Adoration flows
from the Mass and leads us back to
the Mass, itself, the Church’s
supreme act of worship. Adoration
nourishes our heart and spirit and
enables us to carry our faith into the
real world.

God continues to bless this
ministry as He draws people to
Himself during this hour of prayer.
Here are some comments from
some  who have been coming
faithfully for the last ten years:

“I welcome the opportunity to
have an hour at Adoration every
Monday morning, and consider this
a privilege to do so. It has been for
me an important Monday ritual. I
can think of no better way to begin
the week. During that one hour I
am at peace with myself and the
surroundings.” (Laverne Japour)

“When I was asked to spend
one hour a week with our Lord I
thought I could do that, but then I
found out that hour was every
week, I thought again: ‘Oh, my
what can I talk to Him about for an
hour.’ It has been ten years now and
I thank God every week for this
great blessing. I don’t let anything
or anyone interfere with this time. I
get myself back together at this
time. I can’t tell you what you are
missing. I look forward every week
for my visit.” (Hazel Edwards)

“Spending one hour a week in
Adoration has been so easy for me.
It is my way of showing my love for
God as He has shown His love for
me.” (Florence Barfield)

“Each Friday afternoon, I pick
up my crosses and head for the
Sacred Heart Chapel. I lay them
before the Blessed Sacrament. I
spend my committed hour thanking
God for the many blessings
bestowed on me and my family. I
beseech the Blessed Mother to
intercede for the many needs of
myself and family. I can’t claim any
miracles, although a little boy for
whom I have been praying is
showing marked improvement.
Dear Lord, don’t move any
mountain or lift any cross for I
know without the cross there is no
crown.” (Marge Yarborough)

“I was raised in the shadow of
the Cathedral in Savannah, so that
every time a service was held, my
mother made sure we all attended.
On the First Friday of every month,
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament was held. Usually two
altar boys at a time spent one hour
in silent prayer. People would drop
in all during the day. That is how I
learned to love quiet time with
Jesus. When daily Adoration was
started at Christ the King, I didn’t
hesitate to agree to be a
chairperson for Tuesday. I have a
wonderful group of people who fill
the hours on Tuesday on a regular
basis and volunteers to fill in when
needed. If you have not experienced
the power of prayer, please come
join us. After one hour before the
Blessed Sacrament, you will come
out refreshed.” (Eleanor Arnett)

“Daily Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament has been a real
blessing to our parish and to me
personally. Prayer is very
comforting to me - so I pray in the
car, at home or wherever or
whenever I feel the need. But
nothing compares with the time I
spend in the chapel in His
Presence. It is a feeling of being
alone with Him although other
people come and go during my
hour it still gives me a feeling of
being one on one with my Lord
Jesus.” (Eileen Porter)

“When the concept of daily
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament was first mentioned to
me I must admit that I was a bit
skeptical. Surely, I agreed, it was a
wonderful idea! However, I was
doubtful that most parishioners,
including myself, would persevere
in a lifetime commitment to
worship on a specific day and time
before the Blessed Sacrament. After
all, we are all terribly ‘busy.’ I am

continued on page 17

DAILY ADORATION
NEEDS
YOU!

JESUS WAITS
FOR YOU

SIGN UP
ONE

HOUR
A WEEK

by
calling

725-3968

Nocturnal Adoration
“First Friday of every month is
Nocturnal Adoration time. Each
band (group) is in attendance for
one hour from 10 p.m. till 6 a.m.
The band advances one hour each
month.” (John Faustini)

You can sign up for
Nocturnal Adoration by calling

John at 744-5445 or
Marty Polsenski at 384-4392
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continued from page 16

Daily
Adoration

so glad I was very, very wrong. It
is so rewarding to have been able
to participate in this exercise of
Christian love for ten years. There
is joy and tranquility to be found in
a quiet hour before the Blessed
Sacrament. God talks to me and I
talk to Him and sometimes, I just
sit and soak in the quiet and solace
of His unconditional love. I invite
everyone to join in this exercise of
faith, and as in all dialogue with
our loving God we receive much
more than we give.” (Anne Olinto)

“Ten years of quiet reflection
before the Blessed Sacrament has
guided me through my difficult
times plus thankfulness for the
good times. Friends I see during
the hour I spend become closer to
my heart. God bless the faithful
people who make peace on earth
by participating in this holy
endeavor.” (P.A.M.)

“It’s hard to believe it has been
ten years since I was invited to
participate in daily Adoration in
the Sacred Heart Chapel of Christ
the King which was initiated by
Monsignor Danaher. This hour
each week has enriched my
spiritual life and sustained me
during difficult times. This period
of thanksgiving, contemplation
and renewal has brought blessings
without measure. I would
encourage all who wish to grow in
love and faith with our Lord to
commit to this hour of peace and
tranquility. You, too, will be
blessed in many untold ways by

this lovely and very special
devotion.” (Lee Callahan)

“I know God is everywhere
and in everything, but the reason I
have been going and kept going to
Adoration these past ten years is
that for me, the Blessed Sacrament
is a special place to pray. I always
feel good and comforted every
time I go and I think it is a
beautiful thing. It makes me feel
blessed and everything that I have
prayed for, I have received in time
from God. I hope more people will
start to go to Adoration and receive
the same graces that have been
bestowed upon me.” (Margaret
Alesi)

“An hour in the chapel is akin
to an oasis in the desert. Since the
program began, John and I have
reserved 3 to 4 p.m. every Monday
to keep our commitment. The time
spent in quiet prayer and thoughts
is a valuable part of our everyday
life.” (Doris Faustini)

Couldn’t you stay an hour with me?

Couldn’t you stay an hour with me,
A measly shred of your time?

My beloved apostles were crushed with sleep,
While sweating blood, I cried and cried.
My special apostles, my best disciples,

The chosen ones, were asleep,
While I reflected upon my own dreaded death;

Father, please, don’t pin this to me!
As my hands and my feet were mercilessly nailed,

I prayed for my captors. I prayed!
And after I died, on the very third day,

I rose from my dark, earthy grave.
I opened the gates, and gave man a chance,

A chance to be with the Divine.
So why can’t you stay an hour with me,

A measly shred of your time?

By Eleanor Hanna (4th Grade) 
Eleanor Arnett’s niece

JOIN
US
in

PRAYER

DAILY
ADORATION

MON - FRI
9 AM - 5 PM

NOCTURNAL
ADORATION

FIRST FRIDAY
6 PM - 6 AM

The House of Prayer
... A Day of Reflection

Widows and Widowers at first day of reflection on September 1, 1999 at
Christ the King House of Prayer

From left: Margaret Alesi, Rosalie Andrews, Letha (Lee) Somers,
Marlene Robertson, Genevieve Grochmal, Wanda Magne, Isabelle Fusco,

Adee C. Martin, Annette (Ann) Seravo, Raymond Colonna, Alfred (Al)
Martin (taking picture)

by Isabelle Fusco

The support group of Widows
and Widowers met at the House of
Prayer on September 9, for a day of
reflection.

It was an informal meeting of
those who have lost a loved one.
Since it was the first anniversary of
this new ministry, I thought a
meeting in this special place would
comfort those who have been
widowed since the support group
was founded.

The House of Prayer is on the
church grounds. It is open to all

who have a desire to meet with
their various ministries.

Lunch was served at 12:30.
The meeting ended with Deacon
Dave giving a short lesson on what
the Catholic Church teaches. If you
missed this special day, I plan to
have a Day of Prayer in December.
Please check the bulletin for the
exact date.

I find the House of Prayer to be
a very special place to gather. All
left with more courage, knowing
that we need each other, and where
there is love, there is God.

K-Cees
Membership Tea

by Eileen Porter

A membership tea for the
K’Cees was held at the home of
past president Laura Morris on
August 29th. The officers who
were installed on August 7th at the
Knights of Columbus were present.
The new officers are President Inge
Morgan, Vice-President Doris
Faustini, Secretary Marge Stiles
and Treasurer Margaret Damato.

It was a lovely afternoon and
the tea was attended by members
of the organization as well as
prospective new members. Our

president, Inga welcomed
everyone and spoke briefly of the
plans for the coming year 1999-
2000. Of particular note is the
Holiday Dinner Dance which will
be held at Christ the King Parish
Hall on November 20th.

A special guest was Grand
Knight Pat Bianco who gave an
update on the status of the Knights
of Columbus’s building project. 

We thank Laura for her
generosity in opening her home to
us and for being such a gracious
hostess.
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Preparing
for the 
Sacrament 

by Patti Sloan

“The matrimonial covenant, by
which a man and a woman
establish between themselves a
partnership of the whole of life, is
by its nature ordered toward the
good of the spouses and the
procreation and education of
offspring; this covenant between
baptized persons has been raised
by Christ the Lord to the dignity of
a sacrament.”

CIC, can. s1; cf. GS 48 s1.

You have fallen in love and you
want to spend the rest of your life
with that certain someone. You
know that this person is perfect for
you, your heart leaps and bounds
through the recesses of your being.
What could possibly be so difficult
about marriage when two people

love each other so? What
impediments could possibly arise
and divide this beautiful feeling? 

Those who have been married
for any length of time would know
precisely what happens after the
Wedding Feast . . .life goes on.
Storms brew, rains fall, the sun
comes out, we ride blissful waves
together as a married couple and
then the storms brew again. That is
why it is imperative that committed
couples prepare for their future
together. 

The Diocese of St. Augustine
requires a couple to begin
preparation at least six months in
advance (Christ the King parish
suggests eight to twelve months in
advance), to create an opportunity
for the couple to actively
participate in the celebration of
matrimony. The goal of a

marriage preparation program is to
convey both information and
inspiration. It provides tools to the
engaged to enable them to assess
their relationship and their
promises to each other about the
future. The diocese has recognized
the need to establish a center to
support family unity. The Diocesan
Center for Family Life was
established, with the mission
statement as follows:

The Diocesan Center for
Family Life recognizes that the
family is the essential social unit.
We operate on the caring and
supportive principle that family
enrichment programs will nurture
this unit. The purpose of the Center
is to provide alternatives to those
pressures of society that try to
undermine respect for family life at
all of its ages and stages.

One or more of the following
programs are suggested for couples
who intend to marry. You and your
priest will help you to decide which
program is best suited for your
particular needs.

*FOCCUS (a questionnaire
Facilitating Open Couple
C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
Understanding and Study) is
given out at the parish or at the
PRE CANA or at Engaged
Encounter. The purpose of this
instrument is to give the
engaged couple a concrete
means to look at their particular
relationship in the light of the
factors and issues that are
usually involved in all
marriages.  The results are sent
to the priest assisting the couple
in the preparation so that his
future discussions with them
can be more “focused”. 

* PRE CANA is a one-day
program during which
presentations are given by
married couples, a priest and
professionals who talk on the
many factors that affect
marriage: communication,
finances, commitment, values,
problem solving skills, and
Natural Family Planning.

*   ENGAGED ENCOUNTER is
a weekend experience which
allows the couple time to reflect
upon their relationship in an
atmosphere free from the
pressures and distractions of
everyday life. It is designed to
provide an opportunity to talk
honestly and intensely.

*   SPONSOR-COUPLE
PROGRAM allows the
engaged to meet with a married
couple from their parish in
thesponsor’s home. The
sponsor couple utilizes a
standardized format to cover
essential topics, such as
Marriage Viewed Today; God In
Our Marriage; Communication,
to name a few. The program
consists of six sessions, each
dealing with a specific area of a
couple’s relationship. Each of
the evening sessions is
scheduled for approximately
one and a half to two hours,
usually once a week in the
home of the assigned sponsor
couple. If you elect this
program, please contact the
coordinating couple at least two
to three months prior to your
wedding date. This allows time
for assigning a sponsoring
couple and scheduling the
sessions.

Terri Vogelsang is the Wedding
Coordinator for Christ the King
parish. She recommends that once
the engaged couple has spoken
with the priest and set a date, they
should contact her along with
Bernie Sans (the Director of Music)
to ensure that both are available on
that date.  Terri and the engaged
couple will confirm the time for the
wedding rehearsal, at which time
all involved in the wedding will
practice the ceremony. 

This would be the time to
discuss with Terri any special
presentations the couple may wish
to make during the ceremony, as
well as any questions the wedding
party may have. Terri and Bernie
both stress that the liturgy and
Eucharist  of the Mass is the focal
point of the celebration; the dress,
flowers, vehicle and other
dimensions are secondary.

“Working with the parish
director of music involves more
than just picking out a song to be
played while the couple walks
down the aisle. As primary
ministers of the sacrament, the
couple has an important role in
planning the entire liturgy”.

Music plays an important role
in the wedding celebration.  “Music
is used to serve the liturgy, not to
detract from it,” states Bernie.  “We
don’t stop the liturgy to play a song.
We recommend that a couple bring
the text of songs they are
considering when meeting with the
director of music. Appropriate
selections will reflect the
communal dimension of the liturgy.
So, a good look at the message the
songs’ words convey is important.
The Church emphasizes that music
must be sacred, not secular.”The
reception is an excellent vehicle to 

continued on page 19

The residence of Bishop Baker

***

The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist
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Preparing for the Sacrament of Matrimony
play the more contemporary

music that illustrates their feelings
for one another. Bernie will supply
the couple with an excellent list of
appropriate music that will convey
the union of the couple to each
other and to God.

Together For Life, by Joseph
M. Champlin, is a booklet designed
to aid the couple in the preparation
for marriage. It provides a diverse
resource of Scripture readings,
prayers, vows, blessings and other
alternatives from which the couple
can select those that personally
seem most appropriate and
attractive.  The booklet is available
to all engaged couples and will be
given to them by the priest at their
first appointment.

“The intimate community of life
and love which constitutes the
married state has been established
by the Creator and endowed by him
with its own proper laws...God
himself is the author of marriage.”

GS 48 s1

A wedding is
for a day.

A marriage is
forever.

Special Preparations

What steps does a couple take
in preparation if one or both
individuals have been married
before? Since there are extenuating
circumstances, it is imperative that
the couple contact the parish priest
before they think of setting a date
for their wedding. Proper channels
must be followed in petitioning for
an annulment to the Tribunal.
Certificates must be obtained and
forwarded, personal histories must
be written by each individual to be
submitted to and reviewed by the
Tribunal. Because each petition is
different, it is difficult to determine
how long the Tribunal will take in
granting an annulment. Patience on
the part of the engaged couple is
essential in this circumstance,
which is a grace from God. Use this
time to be supportive of each other,
and to grow stronger in your
relationship with God.

Instead of Pre-Cana, your
priest may want you to attend Cana
Again. Cana Again deals with
issues that come up regarding a
second marriage.

How about if the person you
have fallen in love with and wish to
marry is of a different faith? What
do you need to do to prepare? You
need to apply for a Dispensation. A
dispensation permits the Catholic
party to celebrate the Sacrament of
Matrimony with the person who is
not a Catholic. This is one of the
things you would discuss with your
priest at your first appointment. He
will see to it that the proper
paperwork is filled out and sent to
the Bishop.

The greatest reference in
Scripture regarding the relationship
between a wife and a husband,
between Christ and his Church, is
found in Ephesians 5:21,25,32  St.
Paul said: “Be subordinate to one

another out of reverence for
Christ...Husbands, love your wives,
as Christ loved the Church...This is
a great mystery, and I mean in
reference to Christ and the
Church.”

“The sacrament of Matrimony
signifies the union of Christ and the
Church. It gives spouses the grace
to love each other with the love
with which Christ has loved his
Church; the grace of the sacrament
thus perfects the human love of the
spouses, strengthens their
indissoluble unity, and sanctifies
them on the way to eternal life.”(cf.
Council of Trent: SD 1799)

This is why preparation for
marriage is so vital to the success
and happiness and holiness of a
marriage. To love each other and to
be committed to each other as
Christ is committed to us.

Look at this time as you
prepare for your union as a time of
great blessing and joy. We know
that you are anxious and want it to
happen yesterday, but all
worthwhile endeavors invariably
take time and preparation.
Someday you will look back upon
this time and smile upon it, just as
the Lord smiles daily upon you.

“For this reason a man shall
leave his father and his mother and
be joined to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh.”
Matthew 6:5

This is Important
For accurate information
regarding preparation for your
marriage, annulments or
dispensations it is advisable that
you contact your priest before
doing anything. The information
you may receive from other
sources may be inaccurate.

Important Numbers:
Christ the King
Parish Office: 724-0080
Wedding Coordinator
Terri Vogelsang: 744-6310
Director of Music
Bernie Sans: 724-0080
Sponsor Couples
Mary Ann & Jim Middleton:     743-3953
Center for Family Life
St. Vincent’s Medical Center
1842 King St., Suite 103
Jacksonville FL. 32204    (904)-308-7474
www.dcfl.org

Engaged Encounter Dates
November 1315, 1999
January 28-30, 2000
February 18-20
March 17-19
April 14-16
May 12-14
June 16-18
August 4-6
September 8-10
November 10-12

PreCana Dates 
November 6, 1999
January 22, 2000
March 11
April 29
May 20
July 15
September 30
December 2

continued from page 5
The Making of a Bishop

Facing his time to decide where
he would serve after his
ordainment, Baker checked out
some southern sites, almost
choosing Atlanta before deciding
on Northeast Florida. But in the
end, he chose the Jacksonville area,
asking Schmenk if it was the right
move.

“I recall walking down the road
with him and he said he wanted to
leave the diocese and go to St.
Augustine. His question wasn’t so
much whether it was a good idea,
but in conscience, was he allowed
to transfer out,” Schmenk said. “I
said it was. … He listed it as his
first choice.”

That first home would be as a
religion teacher at Bishop Kenny
High School and assistant pastor at
St. Paul’s Catholic Church in
Jacksonville Beach.

Schmenk said he knew in his
heart that Baker wanted to be a
good priest and wanted to respond
to those in need wherever he was
called. That next calling came in
1972, when Bishop Baker went to
Rome to study theology,
completing his dissertation after his
return to Gainesville to be
administrator at the University of
Florida’s Catholic Student Center
and church. Appointed vice
president of the Presbyteral
Council of the Diocese of St.
Augustine in 1980, he ascended to
the presidency the next year.

He taught at the St. Vincent de
Paul Seminary in Boynton Beach
from 1981 to 1984. During the
summer of 1981 he attended the
Summer Session at the American
College in Leuven, Belgium. In
November 1984, Bishop Baker was
named pastor of the Cathedral
Basilica of St. Augustine.

He still kept in touch with many
of his friends back in Ohio, and
Father Chmiel said that he often
sent old friends down to Florida to
visit.

“He would drop everything and
treat them like they were royalty
from another country,” Chmiel
said. “They came back and said
how wonderful they felt in his
presence. Bob did that for
everyone. 

Kindness was the way Bishop
Baker treated those in St.
Augustine and Gainesville,
beginning soup kitchens and
homeless shelters during those
years. Bishop Baker also started
Our Lady of Hope Farm, a care and
rehabilitation center for those with
addictions.

It was during those days at the
cathedral in St. Augustine that
Schmenk visited Florida, and said

he could see the future bishop
clearly in his old friend.

“I could see that Bishop Snyder
had great admiration for him, and I
am sure that had something to do
with recommending him,”
Schmenk said. “Bishop Snyder was
so pleased with his social actions
and his drug rehabilitation program
and homeless shelter. Bishops,
when they see a candidate like that,
are likely to propose the name.”

Rosemary Baker agrees, saying
she is proud of her son, saying he
has always been, “a good person
for helping the poor. If he had a
nickel, he gave it to them.”

Father Schmenk said he was
pleased when Bishop John Snyder
sent Baker to Christ the King as
pastor.

“In fact, right toward the end,
he said he loved being a parish
priest and hoped he could stay as
one until the end.” Schmenk said of
his friend. 

That wasn’t the case, and
Schmenk said his old friend was a
bit nervous and anxious about the
big job. But Schmenk said the
appointment wasn’t a  surprise. 

“He will take it in stride,”
Schmenk said. “He has a way to
call people to assist him. He is a
prayerful man and puts things in
God’s hands.”

Chmiel, who hadn’t seen his
friend much until a quick visit in
June, said he was a bit surprised,
but not much.

“It was surprising, and yet it
wasn’t,’ he said. “He had all the
credentials – educated in Rome,
teaching in the seminary, and
pastor at a cathedral and a church.
…Bob is extremely given to detail.
He doesn’t like loose ends, so I
think he will provide a good sense
of leadership, but delegate shared
responsibility for operating the
diocese.”

Still, the man who does the
same for his flock in North Florida
said it will be a busy time for his
friend.

Bishop Snyder said he
wouldn’t have proposed Bishop
Baker’s name to the Nuncio in
Washington if he he felt that Bob
didn’t have what it takes to lead a
diocese, including a “gentle
compassion.”

“He’s going to have a lot of
challenges, one being the large
territory that his diocese
encompasses, and the other having
sufficient persons to serve the
people, particularly priests,”
Snyder said. “But no one does it by
themselves, nor any bishop. He
needs the help of the Lord and the
people.”



Page 20 Christ the King Catholic Church November, 1999

Christ the King Courier Interviews
Sergeant Frank Japour

by Courier Staff Member

CTKC: You have been a member
of Christ the King parish for a
long  time. When did it all
begin?

Japour: Our family entered the
parish in 1957 at which time I
enrolled in the 5th grade. At
that time Father Thomas Larkin
(now Bishop Larkin) was a
fledgling parish priest then and
altar boys knew the Mass in
Latin.

CTKC: When did you first think
about becoming a law
enforcement officer?

Japour: On a whim in 1968.  After
researching the opportunity, I
became intrigued and the rest,
as they say, is history.

CTKC: What influenced your
decision to follow your career?

Japour: Initially, rejection letters
from several Law Schools;
ultimately, doing what I found
to be both challenging and
rewarding.

CTKC: Being a police officer in a
free society is a big challenge.
What are the rewards; what are
the challenges?

Japour: There are many career
tracks within large metropolitan
agencies, such as the
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office.
These include first responder
(patrol), equestrian, marine,
canine, and investigation units,
to name a few. Something for
everyone.  The wages and
benefits are competitive with
the private sector and the career
affords a measure of job
security. The most fulfilling
aspect is to know that a job well
done has the potential to have a
huge and positive impact upon
the lives of so many, every
single day.

Beyond the obvious
challenge of daily survival,
particularly for uniformed
officers (an officer is killed in
the line of duty every 57 hours
in this country) is the more
insidious danger of failing to

recognize the compound effects
of stress on self and family.
Police officers are frequently
the last to recognize their own
need of help. We are called
upon to be many things to many
people in a time of growing
cynicism. The challenge is to
remember that the great
majority of those we serve
actually appreciate what we do.

CTKC: How does a person get
promoted to a higher rank in the
Office of the Sheriff?

Japour: The positions of Sergeant
and Lieutenant are attained
through competitive Civil
Service testing. The sheriff
appoints superior positions. 

CTKC: How can the average
citizen help law enforcement?

Japour: Jacksonville has a
population of over 1 million
and a police force of nearly
1,500 uniformed and non-
uniformed officers. In fact,
there are more lawyers in
Jacksonville than there are
police officers. 

For obvious reasons, it is
crucial to establish a working
partnership between the
citizens and their police. We are
an integral part of your
community, as friends and
neighbors. We too are affected
by your community concerns
and can only work toward
viable solutions with mutual
awareness and involvement.
Don’t be afraid to get involved
with the police.

CTKC: Do you have any advice
for young persons who may be
thinking about a career in law
enforcement?

Japour: As with any career,
information is crucial.
Investigate the options and
criteria and obtain the
necessary education. By the
year 2002, applicants for a
certified law enforcement
position at the Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office must have a
bachelor’s degree. Young
people (and the not-so-young)
can ‘test the water’ through the
Sheriff’s Office civilian ‘ride-a-
long’ program.

The Japour family, Frank, Patricia, Cathy and Kaleigh
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The Flowers of the Desert
by Meredith Reno

Every person, at some time in
their life, will experience their own
personal desert.  The majority of
people do not even recognize their
desert time, and only focus on the
difficulties in their lives.  Those
who have a deep faith recognize
that time as God’s hand touching
them, molding them, leading them
to where God wants them to be.
Those who have deep faith
recognize their desert time as one
of the greatest blessings that God
can give to us.

I have recently emerged from
my own desert time, and I am
realizing the blessings that God has
given to me because of that
experience. But it is not enough to
merely experience the trials; one
must get to the space where the
difficulties, the hardships, the
emotional pains, are seen as
lessons, as gifts. One must smile
during these times, and know, in
their heart, that they will grow as a
result of the experience.

In July 1994, I lost my mother.
It was a very difficult time. I had
also not been feeling particularly
well, but having no health
insurance, I was ensconced in the
system of attaining free medical
services. I had begun that journey
in February 1994 and finally on
July 2, I was able to see a doctor.
My mom passed away the next day.
I still did not know what was wrong
with me.  The doctor told me that
he would set up appointments for
different tests.

I returned from New York and
my mom’s funeral and my physical
health rapidly deteriorated. I spent
many a weekend at the University
Medical Center emergency room
trying to get the medical help I
needed.

Finally, in August 1994, I met a
doctor who said that he was my
guardian angel, and that he would
make sure that all the tests I needed
would be done. Apparently the first
doctor had not done anything. I had
a good attitude; I knew I had finally
found help. 

The doctor scheduled all kinds
of tests, and on August 31, 1994, I
was finally given a diagnosis. I had
Hodgkin’s Disease, a type of cancer
that affects the lymph nodes. My
cancer was as advanced as it could
get. I was devastated when I was
told, but it never occurred to me
that I wouldn’t make it. I just
wasn’t sure how I would get
through it. I was a single mom, with
no insurance, and now no income

because I was too sick to continue
working. 

My son and I decided that the
cancer was a dragon and we
proceeded to attack it  through that
analogy. The chemo treatments we
called “dragon fire,” and when I got
too sick to stay at home and had to
be admitted to the hospital, we
called those “sneak attacks.” 

My oncologist had told me that
I would need a minimum of six
months of chemo. I responded to
him by telling him that I would give
him six months. He reiterated that it
would be a minimum of six
months, and I repeated my
response. 

On March 21, 1995, exactly six
months to the day, on the first day
of spring, I had my last chemo
treatment. All during this time I
made friends, I laughed, I shared,
and I prayed. I am a very stubborn
woman, and I refused to let the
disease get me down. I searched my
soul for a reason, and realized that I
had asked God to show me what He
wanted me to do with my life. I still
didn’t know where I was going, but
I understood that God was
answering me.

It took quite a while to
recuperate from the effects of the
chemo, but finally in February
1996 I was able to return to work
full time. I had been a substitute
teacher for Duval County since
1990, but subs received no benefits.
The principal at my son’s school
hired me as a paraprofessional so
that I would at least have medical
benefits. The pay kept me below
the poverty  level, but I knew there
had to be a reason. 

That June I was surplussed . . .
last hired and all that. My principal,
who had known me for many years,
didn’t want to send me to just any
school. There was an opening for a

paraprofessional at Mt. Herman, a
school for the profoundly mentally
disabled. I went to interview there
and knew just as soon as I saw
those children that this was where
God wanted me to be.

I worked there until December
1998. I had gone back to school to
fulfill all of the state requirements
to be certified to teach these
children. It was a difficult journey .
. . never enough money, working
and going to school in addition to
raising my son by myself but we
smiled through most of it. 

In December 1998 I was hired
as the newest teacher of profoundly
mentally disabled students at Alden
Road Exceptional Student Center.
This is what my desert, the great
Potter’s molding, was all about.

There were little oases every
now and then throughout the desert
. . . little flowers to show that I was
where I was supposed to be, doing
what I was supposed to be doing,
and with the proper attitude.
Several times I received
anonymous cards or letters
containing $100 bills, with
messages like, “This is a gift from
Jesus. Tell no one, just know that
you are loved.”

It is now June 1999. I am in the
process of buying my own home,
truly a gift from God. My son is
doing well at Terry Parker High
School, my students are
blossoming, my certification
requirements are almost completed,
and I can go to Publix and buy
whatever we want to eat . . . and I
must add that it is seldom a hotdog! 

If God were to tell me that I
could relive the last five years of
my life, I would do it exactly the
same way. While I understood the
reason why at the time, I have now
come to the place where I am
grateful for the experience because

it has made me who I am now. I
have a very personal relationship
with God the Father, the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the Blessed Mother.
They are my friends and my
teachers.

When my time comes to leave
this plane of existence, I know it
will be because I have completed
the work that God wanted me to do
here, and I will be ready to go.
When you find yourself in the
desert time of your life, know that
you are a chosen one. Just
remember to notice the flowers that
bloom there.

Boy Scouts Troop 5
Selling Entertainment

Books Year 2000
Cost: $20 each

Call Donna Baker
641-0698

Sir Mom
by Meredith Reno

Once upon a time
There was my mom and me.
Then came a summer’s day
That turned stormy and grey.
The mom I’d always known
Had begun to fade
Drifting to another world,
No time left to play.
A dragon had come into her life,
And I, her little king,
Vowed to help her slay him.
With my wooden sword 
I dubbed her “Sir Mom”
And we took off for places unknown.
We wound up in the land of MOPP,
A very inhospitable place.
We forded rivers of fire,
We climbed mountains of ice,
Jagged tors of glacier rock hurting her-
But I was there to dress her wounds
And lead the counterattack.
We chased the dragon tirelessly,
We stayed in MOPP six months,
And finally on a winter’s day
She dealt the mortal blow.
The dragon withered rapidly
And then he was no more.
The sun is back and warming us,
My sword is on the peg-
I walk beside her with no fear.
Sir Mom and I live on.

MOPP is the name of the chemo treatment that I received.
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A Teenager’s Voice
The following article was found

on the Internet by Father Charlie
Soto, Captain, U.S. Navy, Director
of Chaplains for Commander Navy
Region Southeast and edited by the
Courier Staff for this issue.

This is not a political statement
from the Chaplain’s Office, but
something passed along for
provoking thought.  It is a little
long, but worth the reading.  It was
written by a 18-year-old.  Take a
look at the world through her eyes!

A Teenager’s Voice from Inside
the Culture of Death.

On April 20, 1999, there was
yet another gruesome shooting in
Littleton, Colorado. Kids killing
kids. And again, the entire nation in
its uproar is trying to figure out
why.  I am 18 years old. I live in a
small town near Madison,
Wisconsin.

It’s a small town just like the
ones where these horrifying
shootings always seem to take
place. Every time those stories
come on the television, I can’t help
but notice how easily it could have
been my small town. And I want to
know why this is happening just as
badly as any parent or any police
chief or any anchorman does.

The thing is, I’m right in the
middle of it. I am in the same age
group as all of these high school
kids. So I may have some insight
for the world that has otherwise
been unattainable since these
shootings started some years ago. 

As I was flipping through the
various news channels the night of
the Littleton shooting, I heard
something that struck a chord in
me. An anchorman was
interviewing the mother of a victim

in the Jonesboro shooting. His
question was: “If you look at
America in the 1950s, you will find
that this kind of thing never
happened; whereas if you look at
America today, this kind of thing is
becoming more and more frequent.
Why do you think this is
happening?”

The woman, of course, could
not answer the question. In fact, she
didn’t really even try.  I thought
about it for a long time that night.
And again I thought about it the
next morning, when my favorite
radio station’s morning talk show
asked its listeners why they thought
this had happened.

Many people said it’s the
parents of the kids. Some people
suggested television and video
games. Others even turned to
popular musicians, looking to put
the blame somewhere. I will tell
you where I, a regular teenager
riding on the coattails of
Generation X, place the blame. It’s
not parents or movies or rock stars.
IT’S AMERICA!

It is this culture of death, this
culture in which liberals and
feminists and activists are so
anxious to let anything be “OK”!
The once tightened, knotted rope of
society is unraveling right beneath
us!

Don’t you see? There can be no
order without discipline. All of
those things people think are
causing children to run into a
school and shoot their teachers and
their peers and even kids they don’t
know are only REFLECTIONS of
our society.  Society breaks down,
from one big metaphoric “family”
into 50 metaphoric “families” and
so on and so on, until you have the
actual model FAMILY; the one

with the parents and the kids and
the dog. It is not just one thing or
two reasons; it’s the whole attitude
of an entire “family” nation being
reflected back at us. 

Just as the anchorman
suggested, something was different
about the ‘50’s. We were
conservative! We had boundaries;
we had a definite knowledge of
right and wrong throughout the
entire nation! 

We didn’t have feminists
pushing women so hard to go get a
job that a woman who didn’t have a
job was somehow “bad,” thereby
leaving kids at home with
inadequate parental guidance. We
didn’t have liberals fighting so
avidly to legalize everything that it
completely blurred the line
between good and bad. We didn’t
have a nationwide media surge
dedicated to sex and violence so
intense that if you weren’t playing
killing video games at age 14, then
you were trying to choose between
contraceptives beforehand or
abortion afterwards. Nor did we
have disputes over whether or not
we should help someone who is
dying to die sooner. . .we didn’t
ask whether or not we should
ASSIST them in committing
SUICIDE!

And we certainly didn’t have a
President who was in favor of
NATO bombing and killing
children in Serbia come on the
television to grieve with American
families over the loss of their
children killed here in America. 

We live in a loosely tied
society, a culture dedicated to
death. If you don’t want the kid, kill
it. If you don’t want to live out the
rest of your God-given days, kill
yourself. Or better yet, have
someone come to help you do it!

I guess, no matter how horrible
or gruesome or gut-wrenching it
may be, it was just a matter of time
before people got that “killing-as-
a-means-to-an-end” idea stuck in
their heads. Everything that
happens in families and cities and
states and countries is a mirror
image of the big picture. We are
falling apart as a society. Am I. . .
.some random normal teenager in
Farmertown, U.S.A.. . . .the only
one who sees that? It’s sad and it’s
hard to believe. But even worse, it’s
scary.

I think it’s time for Moms and
Dads all across our nation to
ground kids. . .to say, “If you don’t
shape up by the time I count to
three...” And then really count to
three! Because we are running wild
now and pretty soon we’re going to
be too far from home to ever get
back. 

There was once a great saying
by a famous man that has rung true
throughout the history of mankind.
It’s a frighteningly true statement
of every family,  of every society,
of every social group, and of every
religion that cannot be disputed. I
am reminded of it now, in the wake
of yet another indescribably
tormenting result of a nation gone
haywire. . . . “By their fruits you
shall know them.”

HOME MASS
Encuentro 2000

by Floyd I. Townsend

What is Encuentro 2000?  It is a
process which addresses the
multiculturism of the many faces in
our church today. It is a working
process, whereby we will learn and
enrich our church society, by
bringing all cultures and peoples
into one church. The bishops of the
United States, under direction of
the Pope, have decided we must
address the situation of many
cultures in the church. We must
include them all in our church day-
to-day services and work. If we do
not include them all, we are
neglecting many enriching ideas
that will help us be closer to our

goal of being one church, with
many faces.

My wife Rosa and I attended a
three day workshop in St.
Augustine, from Thursday through
Sunday, October 21 to October 24,
1999. This was a very enlightening
experience. We dealt with many
cultures, and included them in our
services and the Mass.  Our music
was mostly Spanish/English,
though all cultures present were
included.

Rosa and I have been selected
as representatives to the Diocesan
Council on Encuentro 2000.  There
will be more on this subject in the
near future.

Bishop Baker says Mass for St. Vincent de Paul Society at
Mickey Kenny’s home

Photo courtesy of The New Catholic Miscellany
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Single and Single Again Host
Benefit Dance for

Missing Children’s Foundation

Left to right: Leroy Garvin, Sheila Clifton, Steve Clifton,
Dorothy Boyd

by Dorothy Boyd

The issue of missing children is
becoming a problem of epidemic
proportion. While we all think a
situation involving a missing child
could never happen to us, the
reality is that it could happen in a
split second—to you, a family
member, a friend, or a neighbor. It
is something we, as human beings,
need to be aware of and responsive
to.

It was for this reason that the
Christ the King Single and Single
Again Ministry decided to sponsor
a benefit dance for the Missing
Children’s Foundation, in memory
of Maddie Clifton. The benefit
dance offered individuals a venue
to participate in raising funds for a
worthy cause, as well as providing
information on the seriousness and
magnitude of the issue of missing
children.

Joining us were Maddie’s
parents, as well as other relatives

and family friends. While Maddie’s
story didn’t have a happy ending, it
reminds us that there are other
missing children, both nationally
and locally, where the story could
have a different ending with the
help of individuals and our
community.

We had a great turnout of
people for the dance with proceeds
totaling $1,410. Thanks to several
local businesses and their generous
contributions, we were able to keep
costs to a minimum. 

We would like to thank our
sponsors: Albertson’s, Chili’s,
Cracker Barrel, Dazzles Salon,
Eckerd Drug, Golden Corral,
Grinders, Hooter’s, Joseph’s Pizza
and Italian Restaurant, Lee’s
Chicken, Longhorn Steak House,
Olive Garden, Paper and Stuff,
Publix Supermarket, Sam’s Club,
TGI Friday’s, Walgreen’s, Wal-
Mart, Winn Dixie, Woody’s BBQ,
and our DJ, Grover Howard.

“Hello, I’m Al Martin,
Coordinator of Volunteer Services”

As I reflect on this new
ministry at Christ the King Church,
the words of Bishop Baker, our
former pastor, come to mind, “God
doesn’t always call the equipped,
but He equips the called.”

As a young boy I seemed to
have always heard God calling me
to  Him. I sometimes attended
Mass twice on Sundays. I wanted
to become an altar boy, but didn’t
go to the Catholic school which
was required at the time. I wanted
to go to the Catholic school, but my
parents couldn’t afford it.

After I was discharged from the
Marine Corps in February 1954, I
felt a call to the priesthood, but
didn’t respond because I didn’t
think I had enough education. It
seems marriage was to be my
vocation.

Frances and I met while
working at Prudential in 1955 and
we were married later that year. We
became parishioners in August of
1956. Fran had her hands full
having two children in 11 ½
months and our youngest four
years later. I attended college for
several years while working full
time, finishing in January 1961.
After that Fran went to “inquiry
classes” and was received into the
Church in the fall of 1961 by  Fr.
Thomas Larkin. Her strong Baptist
background was a great resource
for evangelization. She was often
amused to hear someone introduce

themselves as “Baptist.” It was an
open door to a conversation about a
Baptist’s conversion to
Catholicism.

Except for one year in 1963 and
thirteen years from 1981-94, most
of our active participation in
ministry has been at Christ the
King Church. You see Fran had this
thing about ... “living in Christ the
King Parish that Fr. Thomas Larkin
started.” Our three children are
Christ the King and Bishop Kenny
alumni.

Her example during our forty-
three and a half years of marriage
inspired me to keep informed about
our faith. In fact, from the time she
became very ill in September of
1998, she encouraged me to finish
my last year in the Ministry
Formation Program. It was one of
the most challenging times of my
life. I graduated June 6, 1999. Fran
died July 7, 1999.

“God doesn’t always call the
equipped, but He equips the
called.” I believe that the Ministry
Formation Program has equipped
me with some tools to help with my
new ministry. I’m excited about
being the Coordinator of Volunteer
Services. One of the goals of this
ministry is to meet with each
ministry leader during the year. I
look forward to meeting each of
you and serving you to the best of
my ability.

Al Martin graduated from New Bedford High School in New Bedford,
Mass. He entered the United States Marine Corps, and served during the
Korean War. Al has spent many years in the insurance industry. He received
his Bachelor of Science degree from Jacksonville University while also
lettering on their first baseball and soccer team. 

Al received his Certificate for Ministry Formation in both the Diocese of
Galveston-Houston and St. Augustine. His other religious endeavors are
many: Music Leader at Christ the King, Holy Name Society, CCD, Eucharistic
Minister, Lector, Nocturnal Adoration Society, Third Order of Mount Carmel,
Queens & Kings, Diocesan Retreat Organizer, Lay Director of Cursillo,
Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus, K of C Council #4727 and Diocesan
Evangelization Task Force. 

We welcome his expertise and look forward to his leadership with the
various volunteer services.
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CTKC: Father, when did you attend
Christ the King School?

Fr. Paul: I attended Christ the King
School from the third grade to
eighth grade. That was during
the years of 1956-1961, I
believe. There were a couple of
years when the school had to
have classes downtown at what
was the two story building for
Immaculate Conception.

CTKC: Did you think about
becoming a priest when you
were in elementary school?
Were you an altar server? 

Fr. Paul: My earliest recollection
towards becoming a priest was
indeed during those years while
in elementary school. My
memory certainly carries me
back to before the first grade at
Assumption School. I
remember playing Mass with
my sister as the “congregation.”
I would tie a big bath towel
around my neck; buy some
Necco candy and take all the
white ones to be the host. Then
I dressed up a table with six
candles, a kind of chalice, etc.
My poor sister, Bonnie, even
had to put on a veil to make it
legit. I also remember while in
the third or fourth grade calling
all the kids I could to have a
crowning of Jesus, having felt
that while it was great for Mary
to have her day during May,
certainly Jesus could be
honored during the month of
the Sacred Heart, June, I
believe. Lastly, sometime
while in my early grade levels,
we were asked to make a poster
of what we wanted to be when
we grew up. The teacher was
somewhat overwhelmed to see
that I had taken a picture of
Saint Peter’s Basilica and
copied it, making sure that there
was a dove hovering over it, the
Holy Spirit. A bit much for a
little guy, while others were
picturing fire engines and milk
men, etc. I was an altar server
under the excellent and detailed
formation of a Fr. O’Reilly.

CTKC: Was there a special priest
who you admired who
influenced your decision to
enter a seminary?

Fr.Fr. Paul: I can readily attest to
the fact that when I was coming
up in the ranks of altar serving I
did observe some priests who
helped me see what it means to
be a priest. My Mom had some
priests that she knew personally
due to her participation as a
helper with the linens and the
sanctuary. 

Our family was known by
priests wherever we attended.
The priests that stood out
during my years as a student  at
Christ the King and  Bishop
Kenny were Father Thomas
Larkin, Father Walter Beuche,
and Father James Gloeckler. 
I saw the patient and sometimes
frustrating aspects of ministry,
no pretense about these
“pioneers” of my exposure to
priestly life. Later on I would
have some time with various
other priests of the diocese.
Perhaps another man whose
memory I recognize is Father
Joseph James, mostly while in
the early seminary years. My
family attended Holy Spirit
Catholic Church at the time.

CTKC: What seminary did you
attend?

Fr. Paul: After a brief stint at the
University of Florida in 1965-
66, I formally entered St.
Gregory (Minor) Seminary in
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

I can always remember the
“moment of decision.” It
occurred during the only year
while in Gainesville, right
before mid-terms and
Christmas vacation. I realized
that I was meant to be
somewhere else and nervously
made an appointment at the
Catholic Student Center, where
Father Gross directed me
towards entering St. Gregory
the next fall. 
I attained a B.A. in 1969 at the
Major Seminary, Mount Saint
Mary, Norwood - Cincinnati,
Ohio. 

The bishop pulled
seminarians out of Ohio and we
attended St. Vincent dePaul
Seminary, Boynton Beach,
Florida. After two years there,
we were then transferred to St.
Mary Seminary, Baltimore. I
suppose that we could say that
it was a time of change and
transition for priesthood and
seminary. I finished while there
in Baltimore. 

CTKC: Were you ever discouraged
during the years you were
training to be a priest?

Fr. Paul: I recall some forms of
discouragement during the
formation years in the
seminary. But the
discouragement was not that I
would not be able to choose
other vocations or life
commitment, mostly it was in
the areas of just keeping up the
drive to complete the studies
and training. I never recollect
having any major doubts about
my place as a future priest. Just
the usual impatience and
growing pains of youth to
young adult and cleric. There
was no misunderstanding about
the commitment and the vows.
I knew exactly what it was I
was asked to be and for the
most part I had no major set-
backs while completing the
formation journey. I simply had

1961 Christ the King School 8th grade boys

Interview with
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too much fun enjoying the
many people and experiences
on the way. I thank God for
having studied and experienced
the places I did. Early on I
sensed that the Catholic
tradition of celibacy was the
only way I would have it. I
found it meaningful to join the
Master in this solo status for the
Kingdom. It almost makes it
obvious that we are destined for
something that goes even
beyond blood and earthly
treasures. I hope you
understand that comment. 

CTKC: How did you decide to
become a chaplain in the
United States Air Force?

Fr. Paul: After serving for about
sixteen years as a diocesan
priest, I met various Navy and
Air Force people through the
Cursillo work. 
They always made comments
about how I might like the
military chaplaincy. 

I must admit that I like to
travel and see new things. Plus
I have a special place for the

men and women who serve in
the defense of our country.
Every time I met a military
person, I got to know them
more closely, So I entertained
the idea before one of our
bishops, who flatly refused  to
even consider it. I figured that
was the will of you-know-who.
And then some years later I
tried again with another bishop
and he reluctantly allowed me
to go for about three years and
then reevaluate. Luckily I
stayed with the military for
about eight-and-a-half-years.

CTKC: What was your most 
interesting assignment as an Air
Force Chaplain?

Fr. Paul: Without a doubt the most
interesting assignment as an Air
Force Chaplain was the short-
tour (one year) in Greenland. It
was a place named Thule AB,
within 800 miles of the North
Pole. 

I experienced the real
military life away from the
continental United States. 

I arrived in the dead of winter
with its 24 hour nights. 

It was very difficult in the
first few months, with Lent,
Holy Week and Easter coming
up quickly. But things quickly
improved when I began to meet
people. I met many people from
Denmark as well as some of the
Greenlandic folks. I was in
what I would call a semi-
hermitage type of life style. The
glaciers and mountains were
breath-taking. 

As you can probably sense,
when you are isolated in the
frozen wastelands of
Greenland, you get to know
many people very well. I was
fortunate to be able to get along
with everyone and the work in
the chapel was very rewarding.
I think I must have danced five
years worth of activity while
there in the far north of the
globe. I also lost a lot of weight
by spending much time at the
Gym. What else can one do that
is constructive while being
inside during the total darkness

time and when the occasional
blizzard hit us?

CTKC: Now that you are
discharged from the Air Force
what are your duties as a priest?

Fr.Fr. Paul: My discharge is
actually a switch from active
duty to Reserve status. Bishop
Ricard and I agreed that the
needs of the diocese come first.
I do admit that I would go back
to active duty in a heartbeat. I
am presently pastor of a small
parish in the Tallahassee area,
Saint Louis Church. Besides
that, I am  Spiritual Director of
the Cursillo of our diocese. I
also assist with some Masses at
the Trinity Catholic School, (as
all of our Tallahassee pastors
do). I know that after being
away for some eight plus years,
I mostly need to re-acclimate
myself to the diocese and to the
presbyterate.

CTKC: Do you have any advice to
give to our young men who
may be thinking about trying
the priesthood?

Fr. Paul: As for advice for young
men who may be thinking
about  being a priest, many
thoughts come to mind. I would
always encourage any young
man to look at the priesthood as
a particularly valid way to serve
the Lord in His Church. So
many times I have met parents
who think that the priesthood is
something a man should try
when other professions don’t
work out. We are working with
a different set of cards these
days. The first thing would be
to encourage them, encourage
them, encourage them. Then I
would ask the young man to
literally speak to the Holy Spirit
in prayer about these thoughts. 

Ask the Spirit to guide him
more and more to see what is in
the future. I think it is important
for a priest to be available to the
young man for conversation
and presence. Any time spent in
conversation with an inquiring
young person is never a waste
of time, never in vain. 

I am all too aware that there
are many ways to serve the
Lord as a believer; so I would
never be panicky should the
young man drift from the
thought. I recall that is exactly
what I did, but for such a brief
time in relation to today’s
standards. I want to be the best
example for him to see, human
yet striving to be a holy and
thankful servant of God’s Will.
Young people can see the real
person without a doubt. And
then it’s up to the Lord to do the
rest as the young man matures
and decides.

Father Paul Stewart

Naval Chaplain at heart

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia in 1996

Father Paul with his parents (Paul & Rose)
at the 25th anniversary of his Ordination

Chaplain with Air Force buddy
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS                      DID YOU KNOW...

by Mary Ann Sullivan

The story of longtime
parishioner George Ephrem has
been in The Florida Times-Union a
number of times over the past few
months. Tales of his days in the
Navy and on the race track showed
up in print in February and May,
complete with photographs from
then and now.

But in case you didn’t know,
George and his wife Jean have
been members of Christ the King
since it’s inception, and the Courier
wanted to introduce you to them. 

George Ephrem’s life has been
an interesting one. You would
never know by his quiet manner
that at one time he was a race car
driver. According to The Florida
Times- Union in their September 6

‘Millennium Moments’ report,
George was an ‘ace’ driver for the
Labor Day Florida State Stock Car
Championship back in 1937 (he
placed 3rd that day). He also raced
at the old race track (Beach-Road
Racing) at Daytona Beach, Fla.

But this   was when cars were
allowed to drive on the beach. The
race was in the sand between
Atlantic Beach and what was once
known as Manhattan Beach.
Participants were from Georgia as
well as Florida. The day of racing
and holiday celebration culminated

with a fireworks display and a
looking forward to the next race.
Great job George!

A second article in the May 31
edition of  the local newspaper
detailed George on a more serious
note, in World War II.  George and
his four brothers all served in the
Armed Forces at the same time, a
situation similar to the Sullivan
brothers.  For those of you not old
enough to remember the movie
‘The Sullivan Brothers’, perhaps
you can identify the seriousness of
this situation from the movie
Saving Private Ryan.

George Ephrem’s parents, Joe
and Helen, were immigrants in the
early 1900’s from Beirut, Lebanon.
The Ephrems operated the Baghdad
Restaurant, a Syrian-American
restaurant at Broad and Forsyth
Streets, where the five brothers
worked  as teenagers. The Ephrems
were proud of their new-found
home in the United States, and felt
it was their duty to help in any way.

George Ephrem was a Petty
Officer in the Navy who served
aboard a destroyer in the South
Pacific and the South Atlantic. His
brother Henry was also in the Navy
and served in the Pacific in the
Marshall Islands and Iwo Jima. The
three other brothers were in the
Army. Thomas was in the Army
Medical Corps serving in the
Mediterranean and Italy. Freddie
served in the Pacific and the
Phillippines. Victor landed on
Omaha Beach and died two months
later. He is buried at the Brittany-
American Cemetery in St. James
(France).

Th Ephem family was fortunate
that four of their five sons returned
home from the war. We are
indebted to families like George’s
and others, who saw what needed
to be done, and  did it.

If you see George and his wife,
stop and say hi - he gives a great
handshake.

LEONARDO DEFILIPPS presents the acclaimed one-hour production of the life
of St. Francis, “the little poor man of Assisi,” whose joyful spirit of Christian love

and simplicity continues to draw all to a more perfect imitation of Chirst.
Don’t miss this moving drama!

Saturday, December 4, 1999 at 7:30pm
Christ the King Catholic Church

742 Arlington Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32211
Admission: a free-will offering

For further information: (904) 724-0080
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Life of a Vietnamese Community
In A Transitional Time of Post War

By Peter Can Dang

Vietnam has been at war with
the Chinese and French for the last
thousand years.

The most recent war was
between Communist and
Democratic ideologies, resulting in
the total defeat of a democratic
society with God being blamed for
allowing this to happen from one
viewpoint, while others view it as a
refreshing beginning for the next
generation. As in the Old
Testament, Almighty God in his
wisdom allowed Joseph to be sold
to the Egyptians as a slave, thus
saving the Israelites from the
famine. If this  had not occurred,
some would not have had the
opportunity to be educated, to
develop skills and talents and to be
successful in business. Others are
impatient to see the failure of the
Communist society and to
condemn God for not
accomplishing this quickly. It took
400 years for the Israelites to be
freed from the bondage of the
Egyptians and 40 years of
wandering the deserts, while
Communism has been in existence
only 60 years for the Vietnamese
people and the Vietnamese people
being scattered for less than 30
years.

The question is not when God
would liberate Vietnam from
Communism but when will the
Vietnamese people be unified in
thought so as to bring peace to their
country? The Chinese philosopher
Confucius defined a process of

bringing unity and peace to a
country when he said, “Tu Thaˆn,
Teˆ` Gia, Tri. Quoˆ´c, Bi`nh Thieˆn
Ha.” (“Self-discipline, managing
home affairs, governing the
country, unifying the people.”)  To
reach this goal, one must return to
the basic of disciplining and
reforming oneself before
progressing to the family, to the
community and, finally, to one’s
country. His teaching is still valid
today. It is illusive for those
searching for a place to stand in this
chaotic post-war transitional time.
This is a war of survival to find
one’s place in the economical
society and the struggle for power -
fighting the two wars of
Communism and self-wealth
simultaneously, thereby losing
sight of what is one’s true goal.

This struggle fragments the
unity of the Vietnamese nation at
home and abroad; no unifying
voice is heard. What would be the
cost to an individual to bring true
freedom and peace in the spiritual
and physical realm, instead of
being at war within our thoughts
and needs.

The Vietnamese community at
Christ the King is not exempted
from this dilemma. It suffers from
not being able to move beyond the
past 20 years. This is not to say that
there hasn’t been improvement
during the past three or four years
but the improvement is still not
sufficient to cause a critical mass in
order to push people out of their
protected selves to serve their
communities and neighborhoods.

One might think there is a lack of
skills and talents within the group
but, contrary to this, there is no
short supply of well educated and
well-to-do people. This is sad to see
because it is against the teaching of
Jesus that we hear each Sunday. We
are to use our God-given gifts to
serve one another and to bring the
Good News to all those around us.
Is there something not clear enough
in the message or is it a lack of faith
in what God will provide? Are we
at a loss or is there a sign of hope?
The answer is “yes!”.

For example: the Elderly
Ministry that began more than two
years ago meet at least once a
month. They have formed many
friendships among themselves and
have organized events such as
anniversary celebrations each
March and the picnic in St.
Augustine this past summer.

This is a good start but it only
reaches one segment of our

community ~ there are many other
ministries that need this kind of
spirit of participation. Would you
like to be a part of this spirit?

Celebrating 50 Years

June and Buddy Costello, Christ the King Parishioners, celebrated
their 50th Wedding Anniversary on September 24, 1999 with family

and friends at the Ramada Inn in Mandarin. Congratulations!

Opinion:

Hear the Now!
by Josh Porter

Would we listen to God if He
spoke to us? Would we be skeptical
if we heard Him speak? Do we
believe this happens? God speaks
to us ... “In the Now.” God does
speak to us in many different ways.
He speaks to us through prayer and
He speaks directly to us every time
we open the Bible. 

The best way I have heard God
described is to simply say: “God
Is.” Not that God is this, or God is
that. Just “God Is.” He is the eternal
“Now.” The heavens and earth will
pass away, but not His Word!
(Matthew 24:35) The Bible says:
“The Word of God is living.”
(Hebrew 4:12)

The narrations  in the Bible
give us good reason to believe that
what we are reading about God is
true. There are descriptions of the
circumstances that lead up to the
events of which God speaks.

When we read the Prophet
Jeremiah, for example, we find he

gives the time, place and situation
when God spoke to him. Little by
little we begin to feel like we know
Him.  And we can see that Jeremiah
wasn’t some “Super-man” but just
a regular guy who said, “Yes”
instead of “What?”

Everything that God says to us
is contained in Sacred Scripture,
Sacred Tradition,” and the
authoritative teaching of the
Church. God is talking to us. He is
not dead. The question is: will we
wake up and listen to Him?

God asks His chosen  to do
some strange things. Take the
blind, beggarman, for example.
Jesus actually spat on the ground
and made mud to put on his eyes.
The man was told to go and wash
so he could receive his sight. He
did as he was asked to do by God.
He was healed and stands as a
witness to Christ. By reading God’s
Word and acting on what we read,
we stand as witnesses to Christ, and
say, “Speak, Lord, your servant is
listening.”

Religious Education Begins

Since September CCD, CRE and
RCIA classes have resumed. We
would like to thank Mrs. Janet
Morton and Christ the King Parish
who have provided classrooms and
support to our religious education
program. 

The classes are expanding due to
the growing number of students.
Currently, there are eight classes
available: Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd(1st
communion), 3rd+ 4th, 5th+6th,
Confirmation, CRE (continuing
religious education) and RCIA. 

Our goal is to open religious
education for every grade level.
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Coordinator of
Volunteer Services
If you would life to volunteer your
Time, Talent, & Treasure but not sure
what you would like to do or maybe
you’re in a ministry but the one you
want, call Al Martin, 744-4302.

Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a
morning/afternoon/all day Monday
thru Friday 9-5. Different positions
available: receptionist, clerical,
computer operator. Call the Rectory
at 724-0080 for more information.

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the Pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of its
mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 PM in
the Rectory. Call Mike Mackin at
744-6659. It is made up of
representatives (President,
Chairperson or Facilitator) from each
ministry in the Parish, as well as
representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School,
Christ the King Daycare, Athletic
Association, Scouts, Knights of
Columbus, Marriage Encounter,
Sponsor Couples, and Wedding
Coordinator. Elections are held every
two years to elect a President, vice-
president, secretary-recording,
secretary- clerical from the body of
representatives.

LITURGICAL

Altar Server Ministry
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion.  Once trained they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact  Jim Litchkofski
at 646-0694.

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the
Liturgies. Call Debbie Scobie at 723-
3977.

Church Decorating
Decorating the church and gathering
area, during different seasons of the
church. Contact Terri Vogelsang,
744-6310 for information on how
you can help.

Daily Adoration
We need people who are willing to
sign up for one hour a week so that
someone is praying all during the
day. Adoration is in the Sacred Heart
Chapel, Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Please call Blanche
Iglesias at 725-3968 or sign up on
Time and Talent Pledge weekend.

Eucharistic Ministers
Assisting the clergy in the
distribution of  Holy Communion
either during Mass or by bringing the
Eucharist to the homebound or
hospitalized. Candidates are chosen
by Father Robert J. McDermott as
recommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish. Elizabeth
Tadros, coordinator, 725-6745.

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish
ministries who want to bring the gifts
to the altar during Mass.  Call Kathy
Weedon at 221-5468.

Lector Ministry
A Lector is an instrument of God’s
grace and proclaims His word for our
Christian Community. Call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Nocturnal Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each
month from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are
eight groups who rotate their hour
each month. If you would like to join
us in this prayer ministry, call Marty
Polsenski at  384-4392.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan call Ray
Hauck, 641-0205.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to
attend the same Mass every week.
They are requested to wear a navy
blue jacket and to assist the  celebrant
as needed.  Call Howard Sell at 744-
5937.

EDUCATION

Bible Study
Individuals wishing to study the
Bible. They meet Thursday mornings
at 9 a.m. and another group meets at
7 p.m. in the rectory. All are welcome
to join. For more information contact
Father Brian Carey at 724-0080.

C.C.D.
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held September-May in the
school on Wednesday 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Call Subdeacon Eli Shami at 721-
3334, on Wednesdays, 7-8 pm at
724-2954.

C.C.D. Teachers
Needed certified teachers to teach
grades 1-8 catechism. If you feel
called to reach out to young people
this may be the place for you. Call
Subdeacon Eli Shami at 721-3334.

C.C.D. Volunteers
Volunteers needed for Wednesday
nights during the school year to help
teachers and clerical staff. Call
Subdeacon Eli at 721-3334.

Center for Family Life
For counseling information, call 308-
7474.

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in the three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising. Contact Theresa Little at
724-7239.

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Janet Morton. The school
needs volunteers on the school board,
at the cafeteria, office, library, clinic,
as a room mother, etc. Call 724-2954.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings and sharing how these
readings relate to our daily lives.
Contact Jean O’Connor, 727-9590.

Landings
Works with Catholics who have been
away from the Church for a period of
time and wish to return.  Contact
Jackie Davis, 743-6667.

Marriage Encounter
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez 721-0012.

Pre Cana/Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming
workshops and weekends, call 308-
7474.
R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call Marie
or Lyle Stewart, 721-2849.

Speakers for Career Day
at Christ the King School 
On Career Day we need several
people to volunteer to share
information about their
careers/vocations with the children.
If you would like more information,
please call the school at 724-2954.

Sponsor Couples
Needed married couples to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Call Jim/Mary Ann
Middleton at 743-3951 for further
information.

Sunday Childcare
For 8:30 & 10:00 Masses
Christ the King Childcare &
Religious Formation for your 1-4
year old child in the Child Care
Center. Free of charge. Call Marsha
Williams, 221-4459 or Donna
Iglesias, 725-0680 to help or for
more information.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program
(usually in August) for children ages
4-11 years to help deepen their faith
and involvement in the Christian
community. Fun for everyone.  Call
Diana Mattox at 928-9224.

ACTIVE ASSOCIATIONS

Adopt A Player
People of our parish who would like
to contribute toward the cost
associated with registering a child for
a C.K.A.A. sport call John Largey at
743-8496 or the office 725-0338. 

Beautification Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet
the third Saturday of every month 9-
12 noon in the church parking lot by
the fountain.  Come  join us in
beautifying His House. Call Terry
Riggs 744-7357.

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the
King Church.  Boys 6-12th  grade.
Meet Tuesdays, 7 p.m.  in the Scout
Hut-Call Rob 981-0363.

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in
providing youth ministry through the
scouting program.  Meets 4 times a
year; organizes and implements
“Catholic camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided. Call
Donna, 641-0698.

Christ the King 
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth
athletics provide valuable lessons in
citizenship/teamwork. Call John,
743-8496/office 725-0338.

Christ the King Courier
Interested in publishing a
newspaper? We need proofreaders,
reporters, photographers, etc. We
meet Wednesdays in the rectory at 7
p.m.  Call Judy at 724-0080.

CKCCW
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our seven
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 PM. We welcome new
members. Call Pat Setser, 399-3198.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in 1st -5th grade. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut. Call
Dave Waters 721-6567 or Donna
Baker, 641-0698.

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ. Call Carl Ludwig at 724
-8485.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in the Shirley
David Hall after school or in the
evenings. Call Nancy at 745-3751.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct such housing.  Call Bill
Damato at 642-8920.

Hispanic Ministry
We wish to develop a parish ministry
to worship and meet the spiritual and
social needs of the growing Hispanic
population at Christ the King. We
meet every Monday at 7 P.M. for
Bible study in the Rectory. Call Rosa
Townsend, 744-9231.

Single and Single Again
Alone? Join us! We’re the Single and
Single Again Support Group,
meeting new friends and enjoying
social activities. We meet Tuesdays,
7:30 PM in the Shirley David Hall.
Call LeRoy, 725-3472.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives either by
supporting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair or contact Patty or
Mike Maroney, 743-9227.

The Legion of Mary
Men or women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. Call James Scott at 757-
8423.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers who staff the gift shop
before and after Sunday Masses and
Wednesday Marion Mass. Call
Maureen McCook at 642-2725.

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
Contact Isabelle Fusco at 724-5186
for info on the next time we meet.

Stewardship Committee
Participate in a vital leadership group
devoted to discovering and
communicating insights into
Christian discipleship and their
application to stewardship as a way
of life. Monthly meetings plus
activities throughout the year.  Call
Patricia Thomas, 724-0080.

M.O.M.S.  Ministry
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer,
discussions, and friendships between
women of all ages.  Call Carroll Ann
Black, 221-2642

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights  of
Columbus Council 4727. They
help/support the Knights.  Meetings
are at the Knights’ Hall on Merrill
Road on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 8  p.m. Call Inge Morgan,
725-1838 for information.

Queens and Kings
Our lively senior citizens socialize
on the second Sunday of each month
from 1:30-4 p.m. September through
June. Do come to enjoy! Call Pat
Humbard, 396-6073.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism.  If you are a
practicing Catholic man at least 18
yrs. old, interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Pat Bianco, 743-4999.

Life Teen
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist.  Meet
Sunday for Mass (usually at 5 p.m.)
and Life Night (fellowship)
afterwards.  Call  Nancy, 398-1961 

Life Teen  -  Core Team
Over 18, have a love for teens and are
not currently a parent of a teen. Meet
on Sundays at 6:15 p.m. in the
rectory.  Call Nancy Powers at 398-
1961 for more information. on
meeting times.

Parents for Life-Teen
Adults or parents interested in
supporting the Life Teen program.
Membership is open to all adults
regardless of whether or not you are
a parent. Activities are creative, fun,
exciting and diverse. Call Jeanette,
725-7559 or 354-4846.

L ’ Arche Harbor House Mutual
ministry with members and
assistants, building community
support and awareness to the needs
and gifts of the disabled members of
the L’ Arche Harbor House family.
Call Dottie Klein at 744-4435.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For
information on how to become a
Vincentian call Ernie Waller 634-
8544,  x1, and leave a message.

St. Vincent de Paul Transportation
Ministry
Volunteer drivers are needed to
transport parishioners to Mass,
Doctor’s Appointments, etc. Call
634-8544, x1,  leave a message. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Visitation Ministry
We need volunteers to visit the
sick/elderly of the parish. Leave a
message on 634-8544, x1.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner and cleaning up the kitchen.
Call Donnell, 743-6174.

Teen Stewardship
Teens share their Time, Talent and
Treasure with their parish. Call Gus
& Jackie Carlson at 465-6957.

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces
of people at Christmas time. Those
who share time and talent in this
ministry help put up the Advent Tree
with special paper ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, return
the ornament with the gift attached to
it. Volunteers needed to help
distribute the gifts to nursing homes,
orphanages, etc. Call Trudy Cameron
at 724-0511.

Christ the King 
Clinic Volunteers
Staffed by Doctors, Registered
Nurses and ancillary support people
from Christ the King Parish.  They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month 9-1p.m. Call
Janis at 398-4392.

Parish Nurse Ministry
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer their
time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish.
Call Barbara at 724-1776.

Christ the King Blood Drive 
Needs Volunteers
Twice a year Christ the King Church
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance holds a blood drive. Call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.

St. Vincent de Paul
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m. till noon
Monday through Friday. Call Ernie
Waller at 743-3395.

Prayer Network
One of our newest and most
rewarding ministries - praying for
others in need - spiritual, health
related and other. Please call Donnell
Baer at 743-6174.

Teen Stewardship Volunteers
Meet twice a year to coordinate
service hours and pledges of teens.
Call Jackie & Gus Carlson 465-6957.

Ministries
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National Catholic
Stewardship Convention

by Eileen Porter

This year’s National Catholic
Stewardship Convention was held
in the convention center in
Minneapolis, MN, and was
attended by our parish
administrator Father Thanh
Nguyen, stewardship director Pat
Thomas and eight members of the
stewardship committee. The warm
welcome we received from the
people we met there, and the
wonderful speakers at the
convention, proved to be a real
inspiration to us.

“Stewardship as a way of life”
is the focus of the NCSC. Good
stewardship touches every part of
our lives if it is practiced the way
the Holy Bible tells us to practice
it. As Christian stewards we
recognize that all that we are. . .all
that we have. . .belongs to God, and
we are accountable to God for the
use of all things. Therefore, we
must live and give as Christians,
generously sharing our God-given
gifts of time, talent and treasure.
This message is the most important
thing that we bring back from every
stewardship convention.

The beautiful liturgies and
accompanying music at the daily
masses we are privileged to attend
at the convention are awe inspiring.
On the opening day of the

convention, mass was held at the
magnificent Cathedral of Saint
Paul, in St. Paul the twin city across
the river from Minneapolis. The
Cathedral is one of the largest in
the United States with a seating
capacity of 3,000. Four chapels are
located at the front and back of the
cathedral and their walls are
finished with Italian marble. The
Shrine of Nations, located behind
the sanctuary, honors some of the
prominent nationalities and ethnic
groups in St. Paul. The marble in
each shrine comes from the country
represented. The Cathedral, the
liturgy and the music were all
outstanding.

The following day we attended
mass at the Basilica of St. Mary in
Minneapolis. It is a beautiful old
church–the first mass was
celebrated in the church in 1914
and it was the first church in
America to be granted Basilica
status. Both the liturgy and music
were wonderful.

It is always a great privilege for
the members of the Stewardship
Committee to attend the
conventions, and we always come
away from them with a renewed
dedication to our own stewardship
program at Christ the King.
(Members of the Committee are
responsible for their own
transportation and other expenses.)

Olin Middleton, Jane Middleton, Gloria Nebrich, Grace Berkey,
Eileen Porter, Sissy Keegan, Father Thanh and Neil Porter

Gloria Nebrich, Jane Middleton, Grace Berkey, Olin Middleton,
Eileen Porter, Pat Thomas, Sissy Keegan, Father Thanh and

Ward Berkey

The Stranger
Came

Bearing Gifts
by Judy Koziolek

The stranger’s name was
Richard Keene and he lives in
Jackson Hole, Wyoming although
he is a native of Florida (Plant
City). He’s in the furniture design
business, and calls his creations
Elkhorn.

About three years ago he began
donating wood carvings of Our
Lady to missions and churches
until he met a man named Jose who
made stone statues. They became
friends. Between the two of them,
they now donate the stone statues.

On Wednesday, October 20 this
man in a Stetson and western boots
rang the doorbell at the rectory.
When we let him in he explained
that he had come to deliver one of
these statues, a statue of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, to Christ the King
Catholic Church. 

We asked our generous
benefactor how he had heard of

Christ the King and why he wanted
us to have it.  He said he had met
Father Tetlow in Medjugorje and
they became friends. He shared
with us that Father baptized his
grandson here at Christ the King a
couple of years ago.

Father John asked Richard why
he chose Our Lady of Guadalupe.
He said that he hadn’t really
thought about it but his great-great-
great-Grandmother was Spanish
and that might have been a
contributing factor.

Most of us know that Our Lady
of Guadalupe is the Patron Saint of
the North Americas. Just last year
the Holy Father, Pope John Paul II
visited Mexico and said Mass at the
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe
which seats approximately 15,000
people and houses the treasure, a
coarse six by three foot mantle with
her portrait imprinted on it.

Thank you, Mr. Keene,
wherever you are.

THE STORY OF
OUR LADY

OF GUADALUPE
This story was adapted from
“Welcome to the Catholic Church”
published by Harmony Media Inc.

In the winter of 1531 Juan
Diego was walking on the road
about three miles from Mexico
City when Mary appeared to him.
She asked him to tell Bishop
Zumarraga to build a shrine
(church) on Tepeyac hill.

The Aztec convert hurried to
tell the bishop of this wonderful
apparition and to share with him
Mary’s request. The bishop refused
unless Juan could produce proof of
her presence.

Three days later, on December
12, she appeared again and Juan
told her of his conversation with
the bishop and that he would not
acquiesce unless Juan could give

him proof of her visitation. She
asked Juan to pick her some roses
which had bloomed miraculously
(it was of course midwinter). She
took them from him and arranged
them herself in his tilma, his coarse
six-by-three foot mantle.

This man (who was in his mid-
fifties) rushed back to Mexico City
to give the lovely blooms to the
bishop. When the roses were
presented to the bishop, there on

the tilma was a picture of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, the beautiful girl of
fifteen who had appeared to Juan
on Tepeyac hill.

Today this shrine is the world’s
most frequented Marian Shrine.
Benedict XIV named Our Lady of
Guadalupe as patroness of Mexico
and declared her feast, December
12 a holy day of obligation for that
country.
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by Eileen Porter

There appears to have been no
formal athletic director until 1960
when Frank Becht volunteered to
develop the school athletic
program. Father Thomas Larkin
made the first effort to establish a
Parish Council in 1960 or 1961.
David McNamara was Chairman of
this group, original parish member
Walter Reinhardt, was the Youth
Activities Chairman and Frank
Becht was appointed Athletic
Chairman.

Prior to 1960, volunteers
handled the coaching of individual
teams as needed. One of these able
volunteers was Jim Fortuna, also an
original parish member. He
coached baseball in the Duval
County League from 1957 through
1959. He was assisted by a
Jacksonville University student, Al
Martin. They won the first Midget
baseball trophy in the Arlington
Lions Club League. The trophy is
on display in the Kingdome.

Another parishioner who coached a
Midget team was Roger Dupont.
Howard Roey, a J.U. student
athlete, also served as a baseball
coach during the 1959 - 1960
season.

In the early years 1957- 1959, it
has been reported that Bill Curtis
coached both basketball and
softball, and while we are uncertain
of the identity of other individual
coaches, it is reasonable to assume
that softball and basketball formed
the basis for Christ the King’s
athletic program. Frank Becht
continued to coach teams in both
sports. These two sports had been
integrated into a Church School
League in the early 1950’s by Joe
Cibulski of Assumption Parish,
who administered the program. In
1954 and 1955 Frank Becht
coached both sports in this league
for St. Paul’s, Riverside, while he
was still in the Navy.

In 1960 the varsity basketball
and softball programs were

expanded to include intramural
teams. This program was led by
two energetic parishioners, Jim
Lucey and Frank DeRito. On many
afternoons after school and on
Saturday mornings the basketball
courts were a beehive of activity
with as many as four teams playing
at the same time...two at each end
of the court. 

Prior to and during 1960, the
athletic facilities were rough and
very basic. The basketball court
was an outdoor facility consisting
of a concrete slab with back boards
on either end. There were no
bleachers and the teams sat on
benches on the side. Since there
were no practice facilities for
softball, local parks or schools were
used when available. An open field
adjacent to the basketball court was
cleared and leveled by coaches and
parents and an infield and a
backstop were installed where
center field is now. This allowed
for softball and basketball to be
played at the same time.

The women of the parish were
equally involved. Harriet
Christovich, the first President of
the Home and School Council, was
very helpful in coordinating the
sports activities with school
activities. Jean Sierra was in charge
of transportation and assisted in
getting the teams and other students
to and from the games. Betty
Bailey was present almost every
day assisting with girls softball and
other playground activities.
Another mother volunteered to start

the first girls cheerleading team and
they attended some of the varsity
games. Terry Craven, who was very
active with the school, started a
track team which participated in
Arlington tournaments.

At this time baseball was also
an important part of the athletic
program. Bill Pickett, an original
parish member, coached a Midget
team in the Duval County League
for several years and won a First
Place Trophy; Frank Becht coached
a junior team in this same league
for three years. There were other
coaches during this period,
however, we regret that we have
been unable to identify them.

In early 1964 our then pastor,
Father Thomas Larkin, suggested
to Frank that it might be time to
have a full time athletic director
and asked Frank to speak with
Gene Davis who was being
considered for the position. Since
getting enough volunteers for
specific coaching jobs was always
a difficult task, and his own job
responsibilities were changing ,
Frank agreed. Thus, with Gene
Davis, the athletic program took on
a new direction and baseball
became a major part of the
program.

Christ the King Parish owes a
very real debt of gratitude to these
dedicated men and women who
worked so hard with minimum
facilities, and who are in a large
part responsible for the fine
program we have today.

Based on an interview with
Frank Becht

Christ the King Varsity Basketball Team, 1962
Top Row: Matt Schultz, Jerry Weedon, Tim Batey, Danny Roark

Bottom Row: Donald Pellicer, Rollie Roark, Sid Foster
Coach Frank Becht, not shown

(Photo provided by Cora Schultz)

We published an article in an
earlier issue of the Courier about
the early days of Christ the King’s
Athletic Program (CKAA). It was
accurate as far as the information
we had at the time. Frank Becht,
one of our parishioners who was
instrumental in beginning the
CKAA program, came forward
with more information on the
program. We are indebted to
Frank who so generously shared
this with us.

We know there are a number
of people who have been in the
parish for a long time and who
have information about the early
days of the parish in many areas.
We encourage them to share their
knowledge with the Courier staff

so we can share it with the parish.
We also would like to be able to
acknowledge the contributions of
so many people in making Christ
the King the active, vital parish it
is today.

We would be grateful for any
photographs from the early days
at Christ the King. All
photographs will be returned if
they have names on the back.
Please contact any member of the
Courier staff if you haved such
information and would be willing
to share it. Christ the King has a
50th anniversary coming up and
we would really appreciate this
information.

Christ the King Varsity Basketball Team, 1960, coached by
Howard Roey

(Photo provided by Cora Schultz, first parish secretary)

Midget baseball trophy, 1958; Jim Fortuna, Coach

ATHLETIC PROGRAM
CKAA - The Early Years



November, 1999 Christ the King Courier Page 31

MORNING STAR
SCHOOL

by Terry Aschliman

Jesus said, “I am the bright and
morning star.” (Revelations 22:16)
From this verse came the name of
Morning Star School. It was named
so by Archbishop Joseph P. Hurley.
Morning Star was to be an outreach
of the Catholic community’s
concern for children with
educational challenges. Bishop
Hurley was a man who had far
reaching visions. He saw that all of
the Morning Star Schools were
built on the grounds of regular
Catholic Elementary Schools so
that students could be
“mainstreamed” into a regular
classroom. Bishop Hurley
envisioned main streaming before
it ever was coined as a word to be
used in education.

The bishop’s dream was
realized in 1956 when Morning
Star Schools opened in Tampa,
Jacksonville, and Miami. Later,
schools were opened in Pinellas
Park and Pensacola. The Sisters of
Saint Joseph of Saint Augustine,
who pioneered the work of
Catholic education for students
with educational challenges,
staffed the schools. Jacksonville’s
Morning Star is built on grounds
owned by Catholic Charities
adjacent to Christ the King
Catholic Church and School.

Each year of operation the
schools grew in enrollment and
were ever-changing to meet the
needs of the community in which it
was located. At first, the
Jacksonville school was located in
Riverside. As the school’s
enrollment grew, the first part of
the present building was built.

Since that time there have been
three other additions made to the

school and presently we can
accommodate 110 students. Plans
for a new wing have been drawn up
and the gathering of funds is in
progress. The school has a long
waiting list and we want to be able
to provide services to 40 additional
students.

The early 1980’s brought
significant changes to the school’s
population. The greater need in the
community was to provide an
education to students diagnosed as
Learning Disabled, Attention
Deficit Disorder, and Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. All
of the children presently attending
Morning Star have average to
above average IQ’s and have the
potential to graduate from high
school and attend college or a
vocational institution. Morning
Star’s goal is to educate and return
our students back to a regular
classroom. We presently serve a
five-county area.

Morning Star is fully accredited
by the Florida Catholic
Conference. We offer the same
curriculum as the other Catholic
schools in the Diocese of St
Augustine. However, we develop
and implement individualized
educational programs for each of
our students. Teaching strategies
such as multi-sensory instruction
are utilized to ensure maximum
progress for each student. Our
curriculum is Christ-centered. 

There are twelve or thirteen
students in a classroom, and all of
the teachers are certified in special
education. We provide speech and
language therapy, and counseling.
In addition, there is a separate
computer lab, a science lab, and an
adaptive physical education.

Marywood Retreat
by Eileen Porter

Marywood Retreat Center is
one of the most wonderful assets
available to us in the St. Augustine
Diocese.  Offered at Marywood are
spiritually centered programs for
all of us in the various stages of our
lives.

Dr. Michael Gannon, noted
author and professor of history at
the University of Florida, will be at
Marywood on November 11 from
7-9 PM.  Dr. Gannon’s subject will
be “Bishop Augustin Verot:
Florida’s 5-Foot Giant”. Cost is $7.

If you are looking for a fall
retreat you may be interested in the
Enneagram Retreat: Conversion &
Self Awareness on November 11-
14. The leader is Reverend Bernard
Tickerhoof, TOR. The Enneagram
is an ancient system of personality

types and has become a
contemporary tool for spiritual
direction and growth. It begins on
Thursday evening at 7:30 pm and
ends on Sunday at noon. The cost:
$150 (includes 7-meals).

On November 15, 16, and 18,
Father Nicholas Glisson will hold a
seminar from 7-8:30 PM on “Art
and Old Testament Scriptures.” The
cost is $8 per session or $25 for the
series.

On November 18 from 7-9 PM,
Bishop Robert Baker, Bishop of
Charleston, South Carolina, will
conduct a workshop called “What
Can We Do for the Victims of
Violence”. Cost is $7.

All programs are held at
Marywood. For further information
about these programs/retreats and
/or future conferences call
Marywood at 287-2525.

Who, What and
Where do I turn?

by Barbara Hanuscin

So many times, when we are
suddenly thrust into dealing with a
new situation, whether it be of a
spiritual, emotional or physical
type, one of the biggest difficulties
can be in deciding where to go for
help in dealing with it.

It is important to turn to God in
these situations, but it is also
important to know that He has
given others the gifts of knowledge
and compassion to assist us when
we need their support to get
through the difficult times.

The Parish Nurse Ministry can
assist you in locating the source of
support that might be needed.
There are many agencies and
organizations that address different
needs. Some are community,
citywide, state and others may be
national.

Types of assistance can range
from education on health issues
and support groups for disease
processes to counseling services as
well as community services and
toll free numbers to access
information.

Here are some, to name just a
few, of the many available
resources:

A M E R I C A N   C A N C E R
RESEARCH CENTER - 1-
800-525-3777
provides counseling, answers
questions and sends out
pamphlets, brochures and fact
sheets for cancer: bone, brain,
breast, childhood cancers,
colorectal, esophageal, gastric,
liver, lymphatic, oral,
laryngeal, ovarian, prostate,
skin, testicular, thyroid,
pancreatic, uterine and cervical
cancers.

A M E R I C A N   H E A R T
ASSOCIATION - 1-800-242-
8721
hundreds of divisions around
the country provide
information on the heart, how it
works, what can go wrong with
it. Specialists field questions
and send written information.
Referrals to cardiologists and
hospitals in your area.

A M E R I C A N   S P E E C H -
LANGUAGE-HEARING
ASSOCIATION - 1-800-638-
8255 (VOICE/TDD)
provides information and
answers questions on hearing
loss, and gives referrals to both
audiologists and service
organizations.

CAT HOL IC  C H A R I T I ES -
354-3416

provides emergency services
such as food, counseling,
financial help for rent and
utilities, information and
referral and other basic needs,
services for children such as
adoption services for infants,
foster care for infants awaiting
adoption, unplanned pregnancy
services, family counseling,

substance abuse ministry as
well as refugee and
immigration services.

FIRST CALL - 632-0600
provides information and
referral about: shelters, food,
clothing, senior services,
children’s services, maternity
services, handicapped services,
financial assistance, AIDS
information such as HIV
testing, support and related
services.

FOOD ADDICTION 1-800-872-
0088
provides information on eating
disorders and makes referrals to
local services.

G E R I A T R I C   W E L L NESS
OUTREACH PROGRAM - 
308-7831
helps persons 55 or older who
have medical conditions that
result in frequent illness, to
remain healthier longer. An in-
home assessment is performed
by a nurse and/or social worker
to assist, inform and make
recommendation on ways that
can help you stay independent
and healthy (sponsored by
Older Adult Services at St.
Vincent’s Medical Center)

H I G H  B L O O D  P RESSURE
INFO HOTLINE - 1-800-575-
9355
offers recorded information on
high blood pressure and
treatment.

J O B   A C C O M M O D ATION
NETWORK - 1-800-526-7234
& 800-232-9675
funded by Department of
Labor, helps employers and
employees understand and
comply with the Americans
with Disabilities Act and helps
provide job accommodation for
employees with disabilities.

R.E.L.I.E.F. (Relief for Elders in
Everyday Families) - 630-
3450 (City of Jacksonville
Adult Services Division
(Elder Affairs))
provides volunteer in-home
respite for evenings,
weekends, holidays, birthdays,
anniversaries and other special
events, respite  for caregivers to
attend training sessions. The
purpose is to provide family
caregivers with a much needed
break and increase their ability
to continue caring for
home bound elder without
jeopardizing their own health.

S.H.I.N.E. (S e r v i n g H e a l t h
Insurance Needs of Elders) -
695-0999
provides FREE Medicare
Counseling such as help with
paperwork and assistance in
understanding health insurance.

continued on page 39
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Christ the King Clinic
We Care

by Ray Walker

“Am I my brother’s keeper?”
Genesis 4:9

For some time Judy Santos had
been worried; changes in one of her
breasts alarmed her. Horror stories
she had heard about breast cancer
terrified her and she knew she
should seek medical attention, but,
what could she do?  She was not
covered by Medicare, had no health
insurance and had only her
husband’s small pension check to
live on. Where could she go?
Finally, after a year or more of
hesitation, she confided in her 31-
year-old son, Timothy, who could
not believe what she was telling
him. “There’s got to be a way to get
help for you - there just has to,” he
shouted.

That evening, as he was
watching the News on Channel 12,
he heard reporter Jeannie Blaylock
tell  female viewers that it was time
for them to call their “buddies” and
remind them to check their breasts
for any abnormalities. The next day
he called the station and spoke with
Ms. Blaylock, the Buddy Check 12
creator, about his mother’s
dilemma. She gave him the address
of a small clinic in Arlington,
operated by volunteers from Christ
the King Church, where his mother
could get all the help she needed for
free if her income was low enough
to meet their guidelines. 

Two weeks later, in December
1997, on the one Saturday of the
month when the clinic was open,
Judy walked into the crowded
waiting room of the Christ the King
Clinic, unannounced and without
an appointment, to be welcomed
with open arms. After a preliminary
examination and a subsequent
mammogram, it was determined
that she did, indeed, have cancer.
One month later, Dr. Charles
Yeagle, to whom she was referred
by the clinic, performed the
necessary surgery and, with the aid
of the American Cancer Society she
began a six month period of
chemotherapy.

Today, some two years later,
she feels fine and continues to
return each month to her “special
little clinic” for examinations and
needed medicines. None of this
medical attention or treatment has
cost her one penny. Judy Santos,
along with the hundreds of others
who have been helped, have
nothing but praise for the Christ the
King Clinic and the wonderful
volunteers who work there.

“Then, they ( the accursed)
will say, ‘Lord, when did we see

You hungry or thirsty or a stranger
or naked or ill or in prison, and
not minister to your needs?’”

Matt. 25:44

For too long, Monsignor
Mortimer Danaher, the former
pastor  of Christ the King Church,
had agonized over the sights he saw
and the stories he had heard
emanating from Woodland Acres, a
low income housing area in the
parish. The wages of most of the
residents were meager and few of
the jobs at which they worked
provided any health insurance. As a
result, when sickness struck,
struggling families had no access to
medical attention or medicines they
could afford. It was the plight of the
pathetic children that gnawed at
Monsignor’s heart most of all.

This was not right in any
country, especially America.
Something had to be done. He
began talking to doctors and nurses
who were parish members. Their
consistent answer astounded him.
“We cannot help these people on a
voluntary basis because, should
something go wrong, our insurance
would not cover us - we would lose
everything.” If the condition of the
people in Woodland Acres was
disturbing, this answer from
professionals bothered him even
more.

Undaunted, he called James T.
(Tom) McGiveney, Jr., the
Assistant Director of the Duval
County Health Department.  With
the help of Pauline Lindstrom, the

Volunteer Coordinator for the
Department and Doctor George
Trotter, then President of the Duval
County Medical Society, they
collectively took the problem to the
representatives of the Florida
Legislature. In early 1993 a statute
was passed under which the Duval
County Health Department was
able to offer Sovereign Immunity
contracts to Florida licensed health
professionals in the Volunteer
Health Care Provider known
simply as We Care. In essence,
participants no longer had to fear
law suits. While they would work
under the direction of the Duval
County Health Dept., they would
retain almost complete
independence. 

Monsignor Danaher, with the
aid of Janis Polsenski, a member of
Christ the King parish with a
similar vision, called every doctor
and nurse they knew all over the
city, aided  by the local Medical
Society. The response was
phenomenal. HRS agreed to
provide a small building in
Woodland Acres which was used
by the HRS Monday through
Friday; Christ the King Clinic
would use the facility on the fourth
Saturday of each month. This was
the ’trial balloon’ to see if the
dream would work.

It worked all right, probably far
beyond the wildest dreams of any

of the pioneers. Today in 1999,
there are 10 more such clinics, all
stemming from the success of
Christ the King Clinic, the
prototype. Almost every section of
the city and the Beaches are
covered.

From the outset the logistics of
the venture were staggering.
Getting doctors and nurses to help
was relatively easy - many jumped
at the opportunity. But,
administrative and clerical
assistants were also needed as a
mountain of records and reports
had to be assiduously maintained.
Medicines and drugs of every
conceivable kind had to be
obtained; contacts had to be made
with other doctors who were
specialists and they had to find
hospitals that would provide cost-
free treatment and services. (It
would have been futile, for
instance, to diagnose a person with
cancer, if they could not get, or
afford treatment.)

Immediately, every hospital in
the County agreed to accept anyone
referred to it without any charge.
(Sister DeSales Wisniewski, on the
staff of St. Vincent’s Hospital, is
currently Chairperson of the Board
of Directors of We Care.)

Funding, always a vital
ingredient, believe it or not, is
rather  minimal. Most of the time
the doctors who work at the clinic
furnish the hundreds of drugs and
medicines needed from their own
supply, given to them by the
various pharmaceutical companies.
For the past three years the City of
Jacksonville has helped with drug
cost, and whatever else is needed is
covered by private donations.
Children from Christ the King
donate to the Clinic every year.

The Saturday that I recently
visited the clinic, Doctor Ben
Ruedas drove up with his car
literally filled with box after box of
drugs and medicines. Clerical
assistants, Troupe Turner and Ed
Reason unloaded the car, moved
the boxes into the clinic and spent
three hours sorting the contents and
stocking them on shelves just like
in any drug store.

Almost every quadrant of the
city, including the Beaches, is
represented by current volunteers,
many of whom, like Reason and
Turner, have been serving nearly
every month since the outset. This
also is true of Doctor Leonard Del
Rosario, who supervises the
doctors; Linda McCreary, RN,
supervisor of nurses, who also
schedules all medical help; Mary
Reason (Ed’s wife) who is in
charge of clerical help and
assistants; plus Janis Polsenski who
co-ordinates everything at Christ
the King Clinic. What a marvelous
testimonial to the Christian
commitment  of  these  people  and 

continued on page 33

Linday McCreary, R.N., Dr. Del Rosario, Janis Polsenski and Judith
Santos

Linda McCreary, R.N., Judity Santos, and Dr. Del Rosario at Christ
the King Clinic
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continued from page 32

Christ the King Clinic
We Care

others like them.
Others who volunteer their time

at the clinic are: Doctors George
Trotter, Ben Ruedas, Grace  Sagcal,
Max Solano and Pacita Pensunan;
nurses and aides, Denise  Miller,
Gigi Cabacungan, June Costello,
Lourdes Deguzman, Marguerite
Fosler, Nancy Howard, Rhudine
James, Jeri-Pat Parliament, Paula
Perryman, Kathleen Purtle, Delores
Bianco, Paul Boehnke, Jr., Mary
Rouse, Maria Sanchez and Rita
Wendel; pharmacists Paul Boehnke
and Cyril Kothman; clerical help,
Jane Bing, Mrs. Willie Blaquiere,
Gertrude Cameron, Margaret
Campbell, Elizabeth Harkey, Robin
Kehrt, Eileen Kruger, Martha Shea,
Louise Steadman, Johnnyie Waller
and Wanda Wojdat.

Christ the King Clinic is open
from 9:00 a.m. until noon on the
fourth Saturday of each month,
except for Christmas and
Thanksgiving, when the third
Saturday is scheduled. Generally,
three doctors specializing in adult
care and two in child care, plus 10
nurses and 10 clerical help are
needed for each day the clinic is
opened. Some 35 to 85 patients are
seen during each of the twelve
Saturdays and they can almost bet
with certainty that Monsignor
Danaher and/or Father (now
Bishop) Bob Baker will walk
through the front door and greet
them.

“Whatsoever you did for one
of these least brothers (or sisters)

of mine, you did for me.”
Matthew 25:40

Over the 2000 year history of
the Catholic Church, many
magnificent edifices have been
erected to the honor and glory of
God; it wouldn’t surprise me in the
least to find out that none of them
pleases Jesus more than this little
clinic. In it own simple way, it
represents the essence of Jesus’
teaching, “Help the widow, the
orphan, the poor and love your
neighbor as yourself.” The
compassion and love of Monsignor
Mortimer Danaher is not etched in
stone here, but in the alleviation of
pain and suffering for hundreds of
Jesus’ “least brothers and sisters.”

This wonderful medical harbor
has not only helped the poor, but
also the many who have been
blessed by God, have so much to
offer and have given so bountifully
of their time, talents and love . . .
the volunteers. If the Kingdom of
God is anywhere on earth, it has to
be right here. Just ask Judy Santos
what the clinic means when you are
alone and sick and helpless—she
will be glad to tell you. 

“Be doers of the word and not
hearers only.”

James 1:22

Council of
Catholic Women

Annual Convention

Pat Humbard, Bishop Baker, Father Michael Thompson
and Father Jim O’Neal

by Gloria Nebrich

The Council of Catholic
Women of the Diocese of St.
Augustine held their annual
convention on April 17-19, at the
Hilton Hotel on the Riverwalk here
in Jacksonville.

After two days of workshops
and business, it was time for fun.
One of the highlights of the three
days had to be the banquet on
Sunday, the 18th. The theme was

Mardi Gras. As you can see from
the pictures of Pat Humbard,
Bishop/Father Bob Baker, Father
Michael Thompson, and Father Jim
O’Neal, many dressed for the
occasion. There was also a DJ who
played all kinds of music to dance
by, especially lively Mardi Gras
type (Jazz).

Next year’s convention for the
year 2000, will also be held in
Jacksonville. Watch for news of the
event as it should be a great one!

CHRIST THE KING
SCHOOL NEWS

by Mary Ann Sullivan

The school year ‘99/00 has
started off with a big bang here at
Christ the King. Compromises and
adjustments have been a lesson in
patience for all involved. As well as
adapting to portable classrooms
and scheduling changes, we have
gotten accustomed to a new pick-
up procedure, and computer
generated report cards!

As we approach the
Millennium the students and
teachers are focusing on a different
virtue for each month; the
September virtue was self
discipline and October was
kindness and love. This month’s
virtue is perseverence.  Activities
for each grade level has revolved
around the virtue of the month.
Parents have also been encouraged
to discuss the virtues with their
children.

While the students and teachers
have been busy with their studies,
the Room Mothers have also been
busy. They hosted the annual book
fair during October. They are also
in the midst of planning, organizing
and getting a Parish Cookbook
published.

The school is looking forward
to our annual Grandparents Mass
that will be coming up the end of
this month. Grandparents and
‘adoptive grandparents’ go with
their loved ones to a Mass of
thanksgiving and celebration. What
a wonderful way to bring the old
and the young together!

Grandparents’
Day

Precious Gifts

SOCIETY OF
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

by Russ Butzirus

On August 30th our conference
met at the home of John and
Mickey Kenny where Bishop-Elect
Bob celebrated Mass followed by a
covered dish dinner. This was to be
our last opportunity to meet with
the Bishop-Elect and the mood was
both sad and joyful. While we were
sad to be losing a friend and
supporter of the Society, we were
also joyful for the honor being
bestowed on him. We know that
our hope for his success in his new

assignment will be answered and
our prayers go with him.

On September 27th, the feast
day of St. Vincent de Paul, Father
Thanh conducted an installatin
ceremony for our new president
Ernie Waller, who replaced Russ
Butzirus in October. Ernie’s new
slate of officers include three vice-
presidents - Sharon Jones, Mike
Lewis and Mike Drier; a secretary -
Helen Ramos and a treasurer -
Chris Boden. We ask for your
continued support for them as they
move forward with the mission of
the Society.

Thank you, Lord, for eyes to see the wonders of Your World,
To see a sunset paint the sky or watch a rose unfurl.

Thank you, Lord, for ears to hear the sound which fill the air,
To listen to the robins’ song or hear a child’s prayer.

Thank you, Lord, for the means to smell Your fragrant lilac trees,
Or taste the sweetened nectar from Your little honey bees.

Thank you, Lord, for the chance to feel the rain upon my face,
Or hold a child and feel the warmth of love in that embrace.

I often take for granted, Lord, these precious gifts from You;
Oh help me to remember that I’ve nothing without you.

Kathy Purtle, Sept. 1992
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Coach

Tim Yocum
Christ the King Courier (CTKC)
interviews Tim Yocum.

Meet Tim Yocum, the new coach
at Christ the King School. Coach
Yocum was born in Washington,
D.C. on April 9, 1960. He earned
his AA at the University of Florida
in 1982, then went on to the
University of North Florida where
he earned his BAE in 1984.
Intramural activities for Coach
included flag football, basketball,
softball, as well as participating in
amateur ice hockey for many years.

Coach spent ten years in
athletic retail after graduation, has
now spent eight years in teaching
for the Diocese; five years at
Bishop Kenny and three at Christ
the King School.

Tim is married to Laura
Faustini Yocum (who graduated
from Christ the King School in
1973) and they have two daughters.
Jennie Rae is attending ninth grade
at Bishop Kenny and Allie Lynn is a
student in the sixth grade at Christ
the King.  Coach’s hobbies include
biking, running, website design,
camping and watching his kids
compete in athletics.

The following are questions
prepared for Coach who, to my
delight, answered with much
thought and deliberation.

CTKC: What influenced you in
choosing to become a teacher?

Tim: I have enjoyed athletics all my
life and PE was always my
favorite subject in high school.
One coach in particular, Dick
Dow, was very influential with his
attitude towards students and
athletes. I realized in high school
what I wanted to do. For a time,
my entry into teaching was
delayed by my pursuit of money in
the corporate world, until I
realized that I needed to put my
degree to better use and do what
I’d always wanted to do work with
youth. 

I especially wanted to work in an
atmosphere that would also allow
me to share my faith with the
younger generation.

CTKC: What ideals or principles do
you hope to instill in your
students?

Tim: I would like for each student to
walk away from my class with a
sense of having accomplished
something and an increased sense
of self-esteem.  I encourage each
child to attempt everything we do
and to have some level of success
in each activity.

All students must be
challenged to improve their level
of fitness and be provided with the
opportunity to gain self-
confidence in every activity they
work on each day. Within each
child there is self-confidence.  It’s
just a matter of helping that child
realize that, ‘Hey, I can do this!’

I also want the students to
realize that there are priorities in
their lives and that those priorities
need to take precedence over
everything else.  I share with them
and tell them their relationship
with God needs to be the number
one priority in their lives. As I
matured and grew older, I realized
that my relationship with God
makes every other aspect of my
life easier to comprehend and walk
through.

Secondly, I feel that the
students need to understand how
important their family is to them.
The family is there for each other;
whether it is the extended family, a
traditional family, a single-parent
family, a mixed family or an
adopted family.  These people are
the most important in students’
lives, whether the student realizes
it or not.

Thirdly, I emphasize the
importance of academics and the
effect that schooling has on their
lives. How well the students
perform in school affects their
whole being. Always giving their
best results in higher self-esteem,
resulting in even more success.

Lastly, I emphasize the
priority of athletics. Unfortunately,
too many children and young
adults see many of our
professional athletes as role
models who don’t necessarily
realize what an impact their
behaviors and actions have on
those who see them perform.
Athletics is a vehicle that, when
taken in the proper context and
viewed from a positive angle, can
teach a child their physical, mental
and spiritual abilities and
capabilities and the effect of this
trinity on their daily lives. I
reinforce these priorities by
talking about them on a daily
basis, including when a student-
athlete asks about missing practice
or a game. I want them to realize
that each of these priorities must
be taken care of in their proper
order, namely:

FAITH first
FAMILY second
ACADEMICS third
ATHLETICS fourth

Without these priorities, a
sense of balance will be difficult to
attain as a child works toward their
own goals.

CTKC: Which character trait(s) do
you feel is (are) important in
framing a successful individual?

Tim: I have only three rules that I
believe are necessary to be a
successful individual. They are
derived from Christian beliefs, and
I feel they not only define what is
acceptable in a P.E. class and on an
athletic team, but also what is
acceptable and necessary to lead a
successful life. 

The rules are very simple and
self-explanatory. They require that
each individual make their own
judgements about behavior. 

The rules also allow a way of
providing a learning situation for
both the student and teacher when
a rule is in question. The three
rules are as follows:

1.DO WHAT IS RIGHT
2.DO YOUR BEST
3.TREAT OTHERS AS YOU
WANT TO BE TREATED

Although the rules are broad
and do not address specific
situations, there is no situation that
cannot be handled with these
rules. Again, as I stated before...
rules create a great “life lesson” as
it causes the students to evaluate
their own behavior, and their
relationships with others.

CTKC: Which scripture(s) have
guided you in living and
practicing your Christian faith?

Tim: It is hard for me to identify
specific scripture(s) which have
guided me in my faith.  In our
everyday life, there are so many
situations that occur that require
me to make various responses to a
given situation. 

Fortunately, the Bible
addresses all these circumstances
we encounter on a daily basis and
given time, a  scripture can be
found in dealing with any topic. 

I have a book called The
Athlete’s Topical Bible, which
allows me to look up scriptures as
they apply to a certain situation.
The nice part of this book is that it
also allows me to address the
student athletes in my care and
show them that their faith is a part
of athletics, too.

My faith is really fueled deep
down inside by the fact that Jesus
Christ gave up His life for all of
us. Even more so by the manner in
which Christ gave of Himself so
willingly–so that we may have
eternal life. I feel that the least I
can do in return is to live my life in
such a way that others may come
to  see  and  realize   the   sacrifice

continued on page 35

Christ the King
Athletic Association

by Eileen Hendrix

Christ the King Athletic
Association will hold its annual
election of officers in November.
We are asking all interested parties
to come forward and consider
taking an active role in the
Association. We are in need of

Board members, coaches, team
parents, and volunteers of any kind
who are ready and willing to invest
their time and talent in making
Christ the King Athletic
Association the best that it can be.
Interested parties may contact
Eileen Hendrix at 641-8091 or Bill
Joost at 696-2766, after business
hours.
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Coach Yocum continued from page 34
Christ made for us and the
power of faith in their lives.

In retrospect, I suppose
there is a verse that applies to
my faith and how I live it (I
hope I can take some liberty
here!). There are really two
verses I apply on a daily basis.
One is biblical and the other is
from the lyrics of a song by
Garth Brooks, “Standing
Outside the Fire” (Huge Garth
Brooks fan-I-am!). The Bible
verse is from Matthew 7:7:8.

Ask and it will be given to you;
seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be
opened to you.
For everyone who asks,
receives;
he who seeks, finds;
and to him who knocks,
the door will be opened.

The verse from Garth Brooks is

...life is not tried–it is
merely survived if you’re
standing outside the fire.

Although I find inspiration
from different sources, it is how
I believe that life should be
lived. We must be willing and
able to seek out answers by
asking questions and opening
doors and living in the fire, the
fire that is God’s love for us and
the promise of eternal life, once
we open the door of our hearts
to God and Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit.

CTKC: Our eighth grade
students are preparing to
leave Christ the King School
to enter high school in the
year 2000.  What advice can
you give to these students that
might help to ease this
transition?

Tim: My advice to the eighth
graders entering high school in
the fall of 2000 is to live their
lives in a Christian way. The
pressures of high school
(social, academic and athletic)
become much greater as so
many more students are in the
typical high school.

There are greater
expectations all the way around
in high school as children
become young adults.

There are more outside
pressures that could cause
young people to fail if they
succumb to or get involved
with negative influences. Stand
up for what is good and right
and for the values that you
believe in.

Again, I go back to the
priorities of life (faith, family,
academics and athletics); it is
necessary for each  young adult
to recognize the importance of
each priority in their life and
not to place emphasis on the
areas that should not be top
priorities.

Academically, the four
years of high school are most
important to these young men
and ladies. If the goal is to go
on to college, the grades have

to be there. Take advantage of
the education at hand. Colleges
look at the entire four years of
high school, and it is the core
classes that count–English,
math, science and social
studies.

Lastly, I would like to offer
these words of advice: modesty,
humility and compassion are
the students’ best assets as they
go from being a big fish in a
small pond to a small fish in a
big pond!

CTKC: Coach, what are your
long-term goals and how do
you hope to achieve them?

Tim: Actually, I have three long-
term goals.  I have three
because I believe that when one
sets goals, he needs to set goals
that are attainable. Therefore, I
set an attainable goal, which
along with hard work and effort
becomes the ultimate reward.

My personal goals are to
continue to build and
strengthen my relationship with
God and Jesus Christ. This will
allow me to have the strength
and courage needed in the other
aspects of my life,
strengthening my family unit
and keeping my career on track.
Keeping my faith and family
first in my life is my topmost
goal.

Professionally, I want to be
able to instill in the children I
teach a sense of responsibility
to themselves and to the other
people their lives may touch.
Being a positive role model to
all those around me is a goal I
want to maintain. I truly feel
that children model their
behaviors and actions upon the
people whom they look up to. I
realize that as a teacher and
coach, I have to be at my best at
all times.

My professional goal is to
continue my education, so that
my knowledge of technology
and how it can be applied in
education may continue to
grow. As we approach the new
millennium, technology
continues to influence all of our
lives at a greatly increased rate.
Our children need to be
prepared to handle this
phenomenon, not when they
graduate from school, but in the
classroom today!

Lastly, I want to be thought
of as a teacher who is firm but
fair, intense, yet approachable
and a positive influence on my
students, fellow faculty staff
and administration.

Coach Yocum truly personifies his
reflections in the above article.
Uplifting and inspiring reflections are
prominently posted upon his office
walls, available for all to read. He
often wears t-shirts with a Christian or
biblical theme, encouraging his
students through example. Most
importantly, Coach maintains an
encouraging and positive attitude from
early in the morning throughout the
day. We look forward to the days,
weeks and years ahead, getting to
know Coach Yocum as coach, teacher
and friend.

“If You’re Happy
and You Know It...”

You Must Be In Pre-K!

“We’re happy...”

“...and we know it!”

by Barbara Boutte´

If you walk down the hallway
of the Christ the King Gym, past
the locker rooms, and dodge the
student athletes running in and out,
you will find our Pre-Kindergarten.
You will see children painting at
the art easel and constructing with
play dough. You will hear children
laughing and singing. Peek inside
the classrooms and you will see
more children playing in centers,
making choices, developing
language skills, asking questions
and discovering the answers for
themselves.

This year seventy-five three,
four, and five-year-olds began
another exciting year of discovery
in our Pre-K. Our Pre-K program is
based on the philosophy that
children learn through play. Play is
the way children learn to
concentrate, to exercise their
control over their world. While
playing, our children will learn to
share toys and ideas; they will learn
to work together to solve problems;
and most importantly, they will
learn how to be responsible for

their own actions and to be a friend
to others.

Just as other students at Christ
the King do, the children in Pre-K
will have an opportunity to express
themselves creatively through art
and music; they will become
comfortable with the latest
computer technology; they will
take field trips into the community;
and they will practice becoming
our future athletes while running
and throwing balls in the gym.

We pray, talk, sing, learn and
grow together with our Lord’s
guidance and blessing. As our
children “learn how to learn”, you
will definitely see lots of smiles
and sense the pride they take in
each new accomplishment. Do you
remember this childhood song? “If
you’re happy and you know it, clap
your hands. If you’re happy and
you know it, clap your hands. If
you’re happy and you know it, then
your smile will surely show it.”

Well if you are three to five
years old at Christ the King School,
and you’re “happy and you know it
...” you must be in Pre-K!
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Catholic Scouting News

by Donna Baker

Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts of
all ages and ranks began their Scout
year 1999 under the authority of
Bishop John J. Snyder at a Scout
Mass on Saturday, September 11,
1999, at 4 p.m. in Saint Augustine,
on the Mission Nombre de Dios
grounds. Christ the King Parish
was represented by scouts and their
families of Brownie Troop 310,
Cub Scout Pack 5, Boy Scout
Troop 5, and Troop 176. Mass
celebrant was Father Ed Murphy
from Assumption Parish, and music
was performed by Diane James
from Micanopy, Fla.

The morning of the Mass, the
weather was hot and humid, but we
were blessed with an early
afternoon rainstorm that cooled
everything off; plus we received a
storng breeze off the intracostal
waterway that kept the mosquitos
from eating us.

After the Mas, there was a
Scout Social with light

refreshments. We were also
fortunate to celebrate Steven
Gardner’s eighth birthday.
Information was given out
regarding the committee’s
upcoming events, including
counselor training for the religious
medals program, which is being
offered November 7, 1999; a
Catholic Camporee in the spring; a
Religious Medal Program
Ceremony April 9, 2000, as well as
programs suggested for your parish
in the Diocese of Saint Augustine.

Committee membership is open
to active practicing adult Catholics
or Scouts 15 years of age or older
who have a desire to bring the
knowledge of God, our faith and
the fellowship of other Catholic
Scouts together. We would also like
to recruit active members for Christ
the King Parish who are interested
in activities here on the parish
level. For further information,
contact Stan Chapman, 273-9497,
or Donna Baker, 641-0698.

Troop 5 Court of Honor: Andrew Baker, Anthony Leonardi,
Michael Eble, Andrew Peeler, Clark Scott, Randall Register, Ricco

Coates, Radwan Ekkawi, Rob Viets, Patrick Bartosavage

Catholic Scout Mass: Jarred Waters, Andrew Baker, Ben Waters,
Steven Gardner, Devin Gardner, Robert Vernon, June Gardner,

Fred Gardner, Caroline Gardener, Quinton Gardner, Donna Baker,
Brianna Waters, Belinda Waters

Boy Scout Troop 5

by Donna Baker

The Boy Scouts of Troop 5 held
their Court of Honor on October 5,
1999, at the Scout Hut. Master of
Ceremonies was Radwan Ekkawi.
Four Scouts were being recognized
for their advancement in Rank
towards their trail for Eagle.

SCOUT RANK: Ricco Coates
and Michael Eble Jr.

STAR RANK: Andrew Baker.

LIFE RANK: Randall Register.

To advance in rank these Scouts
had to meet certain requirements:
holding a leadership position in the
Troop or patrol, earning merit
badges, and performing service
hours. They must also show their
Scout Spirit by living the Scout
Oath and the 12 points of the Scout
Law.

Eight Scouts were very busy
since June; they earned several
merit badges by working with a
merit badge counselor on their
own, and by attending summer
camp at Camp Shands in
Gainesville, Fla. or Camp
Echockotee Aquatics Camp in
Orange Park, Fla.:

Matt Viets: Forestry, Athletics,
Shotgun, Communications,
Environmental Science,
Citizenship in the Community.
Patrick Bartosavage: Athletics,
Rifle, Environmental Science.

Chris Jones: Reptile and
Amphibian Study.
Clark Scott: Weather, Art, Metal
Work, Fishing.
Jared Lirette: Art, Indian Lore.
Randall Register: First Aid,
Whitewater, Emergency
Preparedness, Citizenship in the
Community.
Michael Eble, Jr.: Swimming,
Personal Fitness, First Aid,
Canoeing, Emergency
Preparedness, Lifesaving,
Boardsailing.
Andrew Baker: Weather, Indian
Lore, Rifle, Swimming,
Environmental Science,
Motorboating, Emergency
Preparedness, Canoeing,
Pioneering, Citizenship in the
Community, Snorkeling.

There was also a group of first
year Scouts who went to summer
camp at Camp Shands, and endured
one week of outdoor   fun,  bugs,
and rain.  These individuals
participated in the Green Bar Bill
Program: Michael Simons,
Michael Price, Andrew Peeler,
David Glotzer, Robert Wooten,
Myles Christian and Cameron
Cox.

We would also like to thank our
Scoutmaster Rob Viets, and the
Assistant Scoutmasters, Hank
Jinks, Jennifer and Donna Baker,
who spent their vacation time at
summer camp with the scouts so
that they could experience one
week of camp.

Troop 5 Summer Camp: Andrew Baker, Myles Christian, Cameron
Cox, Robert Wooten

Troop 5 Summer Camp: Matt Viets, David Glotzer and Andrew
Baker
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Everyone is Welcome in our Father’s House
by Mary Ann Sullivan in
collaboration with Patrick Sullivan

Assumption Parish became the
place to be the weekend of October
9th & 10th where teens gathered
together for the Diocesan Youth
Rally. Over 600 pre-teens and teens
assembled at Assumption from
throughout the diocese. Bus loads
of youth shared in inspirational and
informative workshops.

The theme for this years rally
was “Everyone is welcome in our
Father’s House.” Saturday’s events
were geared toward the junior high
with 212 pre-teens coming together
to share their faith. Sunday’s event
brought out over 400  high school
students.

The day’s events started with
music presented by the LifeTeen
Music Group under the direction of
Tony Steve. The enthusiastic
“Music for Life” group involved
the youth, and, before long, had
them singing dancing and ‘signing’
to songs.

Pete Blay, the newly appointed
Youth and Young Adult Director
for the Diocese, welcomed the
youth. He introduced Father John

Tetlow’s brother, Michael Tetlow,
to the gathering. Mike Tetlow
teaches grades 5 thru 8 in history at
St. Paul’s at the beach. He also had
taught at St. Paul’s in Riverside for
many years.  Mike shared with all
of us his life’s story. He described a

major trauma in his life, an accident
which left him paralyzed from the
chest down. And how he handled
the challenges and depression that
ensued. He told of the love and
support he received from his
family. He spoke of his faith in God
and how it helped him get on with
life in his new circumstances.
Following his talk, there was a
question and answer period. 

After a brief break for music
and games, the youth broke into
four workshops. The workshops
consisted of “Stereotypical
Prejudices,” “Relationship with
God.” “Whose on the Ark,” and
“Be in My Shoes.” “Whose on the
Ark” was an explanation of  the
different parts of the Mass. “Be in
My Shoes” dealt with people and
their challenges; such as sights,

difficult speech, hearing loss and
difficulties being wheelchair-
bound. LifeTeen Core members
assisted people from Harbor House
in giving their presentation.

Directly after the workshops
the pre-teens and teens gathered for
‘Open Mic’ where the kids
reflected on the day and what they
had learned. More time was given
to practice songs before processing
into church for Mass celebrated by
Father Ed Murphy. During the
Consecration hundreds of teens
gathered at the altar for this very
special moment.

Hundreds of our diocesan youth
left the rally having learned more
about themselves and their faith,
knowing that Everyone is welcome
in our Fathers House. 

by Patricia Japour

My name is Patricia Japour. My
husband, Frank, and I are involved
in Parents For Life, an integral part
of the LIFETEEN ministry.
Although our daughter is not yet
old enough to participate directly in
LIFETEEN, we are involved for
several reasons. 

Children are our future. Our
investment of time and energy in
LIFETEEN is a commitment to our
child and to our future. LIFETEEN
provides a wholesome, Christ-
centered social and spiritual
environment, which helps mold a

moral and spiritual foundation for
our Catholic teenagers.

Having witnessed firsthand the
positive impact LIFETEEN has on
so many of the teens currently
participating in the ministry, Frank
and I are prayerful that our efforts
will be rewarded through the
perpetuation of a vibrant, Spirit-
filled program available to our
daughter as she enters those
confusing teenage years.
LIFETEEN is the HOLY SPIRIT in
action. 

If there is a teenager (or soon to
be) in your life, LIFETEEN is
definitely something you want to
take a look at. The rewards are for
a lifetime. 

IS THERE A TEENAGER IN
YOUR LIFE?
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Parents for Life
by Stephanie Henry

I was asked to write about what
Life Teen has done for our family.
My family and I have been
members of Christ the King for 30
years. My husband Steve and I
have been married for almost 22
years and we have four teenage
daughters. Shannon is 19 and a
sophomore at UNF. Jami is 16 and
a junior at Bishop Kenny, and
Kimberly and Kristen are 14 year
old twins in 8th grade at Christ the
King. 

Let me tell you a little about
Jami since she’s the one who has
been most affected by Life Teen.
She loves to talk on the phone and
to go surfing. She wishes
everything in her closet could be
name brand, especially Roxy,
Quiksilver or Billibong. She has
lots of friends and, sometimes to
her dad’s annoyance, they seem to
be all boys. She excels in
socialization and her grades are not
always what I think they should be.
Unfortunately, the summer between
Jami’s freshman and sophomore
years at Kenny were terrible. She
got mixed up with a group of kids
that Steve and I didn’t approve of,
and the more we disapproved, the
more she was drawn to them. No
matter what I said, I was always
wrong and she never took the
blame for anything. 

The summer progressed from
bad to worse, to the point that it
was affecting our whole family. It
was over the summer that I started
hearing about Life Teen. Friends of
mine who were involved in the
initial phase of Life Teen kept
saying to me, “Your kids (meaning
Jami) would love it” and they said
that Jami should go on the first
retreat because it would be
awesome. Of course, Jami was
totally turned off by going on a
retreat when I first told her about it.
She had heard about Life Teen, too,
but didn’t want anything to do with
it. Well, when sophomore year
started, we made a new set of
grounds rules. Jami would go on
the Flame Retreat and she would
attend Life Night each week. It
wasn’t open for discussion and she
had no say in the matter. Of course,
she was livid...she was sure that no
one she knew would be going, and

she came up with every excuse
under the sun why she should not
go.

Thankfully for us, we stood our
ground, and on that Friday
afternoon, I took her up to Christ
the King to get on the bus. When
we got there, there were kids
everywhere, most of whom had
been forced by their parents to also
go on the retreat. When she found
out that she wasn’t the only kid
forced to go, I think she felt a little
better, but not enough to kiss me
goodby or say I love you. 

When your child participates in
the retreat, you are given one hour
over that weekend to pray
specifically for your kid. Luckily
for me, mine was early in the
evening. I prayed during that hour,
but to be honest I prayed off and on
when it was convenient. I have to
say, I truly did not dedicate an
entire hour just to pray for Jami. I
prayed mostly that she would have
a good time. I knew that if she
came back and said she 

had a terrible time, that she
would never go again and her
younger sisters would never go. 

Well, Sunday came and when
those kids got off the bus, they
were on fire, even Jami. She was
happy, had a wonderful time, said
the food was great, and that she
couldn’t wait to go on the next
retreat. I felt like my prayers had
been answered. She looked forward
to going to Life Night each week
and was not so resistant about
going to church anymore. Life was
a tiny bit better and everyone in the
family noticed it. 

The next retreat was in March, I
believe, and this was the Bold
retreat. She was very excited about
going and the difference this time
was that she wanted to go and I
didn’t have to force her. 

Again I was given an hour to
pray while she was gone. This time,
my hour was from 2-3 in the
morning, so I did try to stay awake,
but think I fell asleep. I still prayed
off and on all weekend for her
happiness, and when the buses
returned, these kids were again on
fire. For the first time, I saw my
child participating on the altar,
doing hand signs to songs and just
being a part of it all. I started crying
when Jami got off the bus and
didn’t stop crying until Mass was

over. My other kids were laughing
at me but I couldn’t stop. I think
this is when I really first felt that
my life had changed. I had always
heard about  Parents for Life, knew
that they were involved with the
retreat, but didn’t know to what
extent. I wanted to be involved but
never went to a meeting, just kept
telling people that if they needed
me, call.

After the BOLD retreat, I
decided to go to a meeting. It was
great...it was brief and to the point,
but very informative. I met people I
had seen over the years, and I
believe I have found a true group of
friends. My husband was not too
interested at this time. We decided
that I would stay when there was a
meeting and he would take the
other kids home. (Parents for Life
only meet when something needs to
be discuss) I started to volunteer for
different things, and found myself
the new T-shirt Coordinator ~
selling T-shirts to parents and core
members. 

As the school year drew to a
close, we started discussing the
upcoming retreat—the Go Light
Your World Retreat. Jami’s final
report card had been nothing to
light my world about. Instead of
grounding her, I tried to think of
something meaningful for her to do
during the summer. She was still
going to Mass and Life Night, but I
wanted her to do more. 

So, my bright idea was that her
“lesson” should be to become more
active in the Mass. Again, she
wasn’t thrilled, but I knew she felt
she had gotten off lightly and things
could have been much worse. She
did this weekly, sometimes with my
prodding, and then I noticed that
she was doing it without me saying
anything. 

I think it was over this summer
that my husband started feeling a
change within himself, too. I
noticed he was wanting to know
what was going on at the Parents
For Life meetings..he still didn’t
want to go, but wanted me to tell
him what was going on. Plans were
really getting going for the Go
Light Your World Retreat, and I
was finding a lot of peace within
myself by being involved. Maybe
he sensed that, because one
Sunday, he said he’d like to stay for
the meeting. I felt like my prayers
had been answered. I had bought a
Parents For Life T-shirt for myself,
but not for him. I knew when he
was ready..then he would say he
wanted one. Well, he bought three
that night.

While the parents were
planning the retreat, so were the
core members and kids. Out of the
blue, Jami came to me and said,
“Mom, I need to be at church every
Tuesday until retreat because I’m in
two skits.  I have to be at the IMS
Center to help feed the homeless
and I have to write a speech telling
how I have gone from being cold in
my faith to being warmer in my

faith.” I couldn’t believe what I was
hearing..this from the kid who
thought Life Teen would be so
uncool in the beginning. I tell you,
I took her every Tuesday with a
glad heart, because it was her
choice, not mine.

I really wanted to go on the Go
Light Your World Retreat. PFL are
encouraged to come and help, but
are not allowed to talk to their child
during this time, as it is the child’s
weekend. This was strongly
stressed over and over again. I was
not sure if I could go and separate
myself from Jami  As a Mom of a
teenager, I felt that I always needed
to know what she was doing. I felt
that if I went, I would always be
looking for her and giving her that
famous Mom’s evil eye if she
wasn’t doing what I  thought she
should doing. Still, I wanted to go
and be a part of it. When Steve
offered to go with me, I decided
that maybe we could go on Sunday
and help with the clean up. Even
my Mom, who was the reason we
began Grandparents For Life,
wanted to go. (Just to let you know,
Grandparents are not expected to
do things like this. Their main goal
is to pray for our kids).

We got to the retreat about 11
a.m, just in time to prepare lunch.
When the kids came in, I found
myself searching for Jami, but
made myself stay in the kitchen so
I would not be able to talk to her. I
saw her..she was happy and so was
I. After the kids ate, I walked out to
get a hot dog and the next thing I
knew she was behind me, hugging
me, saying “Mom, you came, I
didn’t think you were coming.” I
told her I wasn’t supposed to be
talking to her...and she said, “But
Mom, I. came up to you, so it’s
okay.”

There are no words to express
how I felt right then. None at all.
Maybe it’s because this time, when
I was assigned my hour of prayer,
Steve and I dedicated the entire
hour to Jami. It wasn’t hit or miss
this time. It was one hour of true
dedication.

Life is still crazy with four
teenage daughters. I am sure that I
have a chair waiting for me in
heaven already and I tell them that
every day. I thank God every day
for bringing Steve into PFL. I pray
every day that Shannon, my 19
year-old, will want to be involved
with LifeTeen on a different level.
She tells me that she’s not ready,
and I respect that, but I still pray. I
also pray that the twins will enjoy
LifeTeen next year as much as Jami
does. I know that Jami is still
continuously tested about her faith. 

She always wants to go to
Mass, but sometimes doesn’t want
to stay for Life Night. My answer
to her is that while she has lots of
friends that come and go, the
people at Life Teen will always be
there for her no matter what, and
they will support her.  In her heart I
think she knows that.
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LIFE TEEN RETREAT

by Emily Holtz

Someone asked me what it was
like to plan a retreat for 72
teenagers. I guess I would have to
say it was like having a pot luck
dinner. There were so many people
helping in a variety of ways. Like a
potluck dinner, you have no idea
what anyone else is going to bring.
You assign tasks to different
groups, and then each group cooks
something up from scratch. No one
else knows what anyone else is
bringing. Each trusts that there will
be variety, creativity, appealing and
delicious dishes brought.

Well, the same occurred when
planning the last retreat. Everyone
played an integral part in bringing
their gifts to the banquet table.
Parents for Life were involved in
decorating, providing an
international cuisine for every
meal, setting up, cleaning, praying,
and supporting the teens and core
team.

The core team provided many
hours of practice on talks, skits, and
care packets. They also prayed and
gave their heart to the teens. Nancy
and Mollie were the hosts of this
potluck dinner. They ensured that
everything was covered. They
filled in where there were gaps, and
they gave total time, energy, and
heart to God that weekend.

The music for Life was
AWESOME! We have such a God

given talented group of musicians.
They set the mood for the entire
retreat, which was energy packed.

Priests came to administer
reconciliation. Father Thanh, who
was the host for the retreat, spent
the entire weekend at Camp Cherry
Lake. Even at the concluding Life
Teen Mass, Father Thanh still had
energy.

Donations, prayers and support
from the four hosting parishes
(Assumption, Christ the King,
Resurrection, and Holy Spirit) and
the community helped to make the
Labor Day event a wonderful
weekend.

The teens were key, and we
thank them for coming.  We also
thank their parents for sending
them. I was blessed with the
opportunity to plan the retreat with
Nancy. My job was to keep things
moving along. I never fully knew
all that went into the retreat until at
the end because Nancy, Mollie, and
Alicia were working diligently
behind the scenes. I was the M.C.,
and I think at times I looked like I
was having more fun than the
teenagers were. To some, this
retreat weekend would have
become chaotic and stressful, but
this group left it in God’s hands so
things ran smoothly and according
to his Great plan! To everyone who
had a hand in this pot luck dinner,
may God bless you in His heavenly
kingdom!

TOMORROW’S RAINBOW -
354-8329 (FL Dept. of Health)
provides free or reduced fee
Pap Tests and Mammograms
for women age 50+ who are
uninsured or on Medicare.

Y-ME NATIONAL BREAST
CANCER ORGANIZATION
1-800-221-2141
provides information and
support.

There may be a special
situation  you are coping with that
may have overwhelming moments.
The Parish Nurse Ministry is here

to assist you in locating sources
that can provide the type assistance
you may need. To access the
Parish Nurse Ministry at Christ
the King Parish, call the St.
Vincent de Paul message line at
634-8544, ext. #1 and leave your
name and phone number with
the message that you would like a
call back from the Parish Nurse
Coordinators. Your call will be
returned within 72 hours. (Do not
use this for medical
emergencies–for medical
emergencies call 911 or go to the
nearest hospital or call your
personal physician.)

Who, What and Where Do I turn? continued from page 31
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by Eileen Porter

St. Anastasia Catholic
Church at Crescent Beach
dedicated its beautiful new
sanctuary on September 26. The
liturgical celebration was presided
over by the Most Reverend Bishop
John J. Snyder and concelebrated
by St. Anastasia’s pastor Father
Seamus O’Flynn with Deacon Bob
Lucian and Deacon Ron Gagne
assisting. Father Keith Brennan
served as Master of Ceremonies.

The St. Anastasia choir directed
by Music Director Susan Seasholz
provided the beautiful music that
accompanied the liturgy.

Following the homily delivered
by Bishop Snyder, the Prayer of
Dedication and the Anointing took
place. The altar and walls of the
church were anointed with chrism
as a sign that they are set apart for
sacred use. Bishop Snyder then
incensed the altar and walls
signifying that the sacrifice of

Christ ascends to God and that our
prayers also rise up. Incensing the
walls is a visible sign that this
dedication makes this building a
house of prayer.

At the conclusion of the Mass,
the Inauguration of the Blessed
Sacrament Chapel took place. The
Blessed Sacrament was taken in
procession to the chapel and placed
in the tabernacle. The Bishop and
clergy knelt in prayer, and the
Bishop incensed the Blessed
Sacrament. The door to the
tabernacle was closed and the lamp
that will burn perpetually before
the Blessed Sacrament was lighted. 

Following the inauguration of
the chapel Bishop Snyder and
Father O’Flynn signed the
Dedication Document (which is
signed and dated for the diocese
and church archives) and Father
O”Flynn addressed the assemblage.
All present were invited to a
reception at the parish hall.

The City That Never Sleeps
by Jim Claxton

I was born and raised in New
York City.  There is a saying that
New York is the city that never
sleeps.  The same could be said of
Jacksonville.

I am a security officer for
Gray’s Security Service and usually
work nights and  weekends. The
majority of my work time is spent
as a security guard for S.A.I.A.
(Safety Awareness Stops Injuries &
Accidents) Motor Freight Lines
near Philips Highway. As a security
officer on the swing shift, I observe
a lot of nighttime activity. 

At night, forklift drivers load
freight into trailers going to various
sections of Jacksonville, to other
cities in Florida, and to Puerto
Rico.

Data entry workers input the
necessary documentation into

computers to ensure that goods are
delivered to the proper location in a
timely manner. Dispatchers
assemble the documentation into
packets for truck drivers, who then
deliver the freight and
documentation to the customer. All
this work is done in the wee hours
of the morning with a lot of hustle
and bustle. And by 7:00 to 8:00
a.m. the freight is ready to be
delivered to the customer.

The police and fire departments
also work 24 hours a day. As a
Security Officer I am especially
appreciative of the Police and
Firefighters in our community. A
Security Officer’s backup is other
Security Officers, as well as the
Police and Fire departments. One
night in April 1997, I was working
as a guard at Excel Industries, also
near Phillips Highway. A dust
collector caught fire. I called 911

and within five minutes there were
four to five fire trucks and one
police officer on the scene. If a
crime occurs at night, the police
respond; when it’s a fire, the
firefighters respond to it promptly.

Many factory employees work
during the night hours. Excel
Industries, which makes car
windows and doors; and Swisher,
the cigar factory, have night shifts,
as do many other businesses around
the city.

Another busy area of activity is
the Port of Jacksonville. The Port
Authority has large cranes mounted
on railroad tracks which can be
moved to load a ship where it is
docked. I have worked night shifts
at the port at Blount Island. The
Port Authority employees and the
longshoremen load containers
(actually trailers) onto the ship all

through the night. The ship then
takes the containers loaded with
cargo to Puerto Rico and the
Dominican Republic, and returns
with manufactured goods and other
cargo from Puerto Rico.

Hospitals are another example
of activity 24 hours a day. Anyone
who has ever been hospitalized or
who works for a hospital can attest
to the fact that a hospital never
closes its doors. They’re open 24
hours a day, 365 days a year.

Janitorial services also have
employees who work at night,
going from one office to another
cleaning. Priests are often
called during the wee hours of the
morning to give Last Rites or to
comfort those in extreme need.

There are many reasons for the
24 hour a day activity in our city.
One thing is clear, the city of
Jacksonville never sleeps.




