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by Stephanie Chinault

Christ the King School is
off to an exciting year. Our
students recently completed
the standardized tests, the
Iowa Test of Basic Skills.
Twenty seventh graders
scored high enough on the
verbal and /or math sections
last fall to qualify to take the
SAT. A high score on this
college entrance examination
would allow our students to
take college level courses this
summer.

Approximately 15 of our
eighth graders were inducted
into the National Junior Honor
Society after the children’s
Mass on November 18th.
Children were selected based
on academic achievement and
character. Our annual Jump
Rope for Heart took place on
November 21st. All proceeds
collected from sponsors of
students were donated to the
American Heart Association.

Grandparents’ Mass Day
Celebration was held at the
8:15 Mass November 23rd
with a school open house
following.  Our 2002 Summa
Cum Laude graduate,

Michelle Fares, won the
Jacksonville Public Library
essay contest about “What I
would have missed if I could
not read.” As the winner of
this annual Teen Scholarship
contest, Michelle was
awarded a $500.00 prize.
Congratulations!

In addition to pursuing
academic excellence, our CK
students have been actively
engaged in following in Jesus’
footsteps. The first Friday of
every month, CK students
bring in requested items to
stock our local St. Vincent
DePaul’s Food Bank. Our
students also created
Hurricane Katrina piggy
banks and donated $1,900 to
Catholic Charities. At the end
of November, our students
will be jumping rope to raise
money for the American Heart
Association. Finally, Christ
the King’s Student Council is
looking to fund a critically ill
child’s “Make A Wish”
request. CK students maintain
active minds and loving
hearts. 

Our school has been
blessed to have five new
teachers this year. These
individuals are highly

qualified and experienced in
our Diocese. Due to
promotions, retirement and
illness, our Middle School
received the most new
teachers this year. Brett
Goldberg previously taught at
St. Paul’s Riverside. He
attended Old Dominion
University in Virginia and
majored in Political Science.
Mr. Goldberg can be spotted at
the 9 am Children’ Mass each
Sunday. He also has a son who
attends CK’s Childcare
Center. Currently, Mr.
Goldberg is a seventh grade
homeroom and Religion
teacher as well as our Social
Studies teacher. His favorite
things include blue ice cream,
the movie The Warriors, and
rowing. Mr. Goldberg is a
sponsor of Student Council,
Middle School dances and our
school wide behavior
management program.

Mrs. Judy Cass also joined
our Middle School faculty this
year. She previously taught at
St. Joseph’s. Mrs. Cass
teaches English as well as
Religion to her eighth grade
homeroom. Mrs. Cass
originates   from   New   York 

continued on page 11

Christ  the  King  School  
is  awesome

by Polly Lotze

Quick. Think. What
important historical event
happened in 1956? No clue? It
was the year of birth for Christ
the King School. Exactly 50
years ago, this wondrous
institution began shaping the
moral and intellectual minds
of students living in the
Arlington area. It’s time to
celebrate that event.

Committees are being
formed to honor the
parishioners and students who
have made this school what it
is today. We salute our present  

continued on page 11
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As you remember our parish’s
journey through the years, you
can’t help but reflect on our school
as it comes up on its 50th

Anniversary next year. We thank
God for the blessings we’ve
received by having a Catholic
school available to us. Many of you
or your children are alumni of
Christ the King School and you
have lots of memories of your
school days here.  If you do, we
hope that you will share them with
the anniversary committee and
with the Courier so we can
remember and let those new to our
family know just how rich we are
in love and faith and how grateful
we are to God who gave so much to
us. I ask you to pray for the success
of our school so we can continue to
instill the values of a good Catholic
education in our children.

This month is also dedicated to
stewardship. We remember and we
give thanks to all who have given
us so much as we learned to share
our wealth of time, talent, and
treasure. Without your generosity
this church would not have been
built, the school would never have
started, the child care center would
never have been realized. Your
generosity and dedication in your
stewardship has made Christ the
King a vibrant and thriving
community. 

Throughout my years of
serving Christ the King I have
witnessed your generosity and

dedication and to me this is a
powerful sign of your commitment
to stewardship and as your pastor I
am grateful. I hope and pray that
you continue your support to keep
Christ the King a vibrant
community in “helping others to
experience Christ in their life.”

Advent is just around the
corner. It is a wonderful season to
prepare ourselves to welcome
Christ into our lives. Of course, the
best way to prepare is to actively
participate in the Sunday Eucharist
and to spend time with Jesus in
your personal prayer or at
adoration. Confession is another
special and unique way to prepare
for God’s Son coming by asking
God’s mercy and forgiveness.
“Prepare a way for the Lord, make
His paths straight.”
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Father Thanh’s  Message
Katrina was devastating in her

destruction. Thousands of people
were left without anything but the
clothes on their backs. People from
all over came to their aid. Christ the
King did its part as well. Besides
the generous outpouring of gifts of
money and food, several
parishioners gave so that 3 families
could have a place to live and they
were able to send their children to
Christ the King School while they
made crucial decisions of what to
do. I am proud to be pastor of such
compassionate people.

We were going through a lot of
changes of our own. After several
months of being without associate
priests we now welcome Father Joe
McDonnell to our parish family.
We warmly thank those priests who
came to our aid until Father Joe
could come: Bishop Victor
Galeone, Father Michael Morgan,
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher,
Monsignor Eugene Kohls, Father
Dan Shashy, Father Bob Hanlon,
Father Elie Abi-Chedid, Father
Dung Bui, Father Jason Trull, and
Father Thomas Willis. We also
thank Deacon Dave who, in
addition to his regular duties,
preached at Masses and during
Priests’ Retreat he held communion
services and Benediction. Through
their sacrifice of time and talent
and their dedication to God we
were able to continue to receive the
Holy Eucharist everyday at Mass
and communion services. We have
a lot to be thankful for at Christ the

King. We are very blessed by God’s
merciful hand. 

Now we are at the end of
November - the month of
remembrance . . . the month of
Thanksgiving. As you and I read
this issue of the Courier we
remember. We remembered loved
ones who have gone before us. We
remembered those that lead a holy
life – as we celebrated All Saints
Day. Some need to be purified by
God. We remembered them on
Feast of All Souls. We continue to
pray for them so God in His mercy
will bring them to the heavenly
banquet.

We also joined our nation to
remember the blessings of our
early pilgrims. We remembered
their struggle to survive the
crossing of the sea, the first of
many cold winters, nearly starving,
and the first Indians who helped
them to find food and the seeds to
grow their own food that first
spring. As we sat down with our
loved ones to eat our Thanksgiving
feast . . . we remembered . . . we
celebrated and we gave thanks.

We think of our blessings and
thank God for all we have received.
We remember, as parishioners, the
51 years that Christ the King has
survived through many struggles to
grow into the wonderful faith
community we have today; a faith
community rich in generosity, the
giving back to God in service and
in treasure.
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Join us this year for our
Christ the King Christmas Penance Service

Monday, December, 12 at 7:00 p.m.
What better way to prepare
for the birth of our Lord?

Several priests will be available for the sacrament of 
Reconciliation

TThhee  CCoouurriieerr  SSttaaffff
wwiisshheess  yyoouu

aa  BBlleesssseedd  CChhrriissttmmaass
aanndd  aa  

HHaappppyy  NNeeww  YYeeaarr
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What’s Happening

We woud like to welcome the following individuals and families to
Christ the King Community

Baptisms:

We Would like to announce the following people who
were recently baptized into the Catholic Church

We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were
recently united into the  Sacrament of Marriage.

Deaths:

The following people are recently deceased memebers of our parish for
whom we offer our special prayers.

Marriages:

Christ the King
Welcomes

Father Joe McDonnell
our new Parochial Vicar

Father Joe, WWeellccoommee  HHoommee!!

L e t t e r s
O

op
s! The Courier regrets that in the August issue, the poem

“Ode to Polly” did not credit the author, 
Carol Smith. We apologize for the omission.

Dear Mr. Walker,

The Holy Father has received
your letter and he has asked me to
thank you. He appreciates the senti-
ments which prompted you to share
your article with him.

His Holiness will remember your
intentions in his prayers. Invoking
upon you joy and peace in our Lord
Jesus Christ, he cordially imparts his
Apostolic Blessing.

Yours sincerely, 
Monsignor Gabriele Caccia
Assessor

Katherine Ludwig
Mr. & Mrs. Shawn Williamson
Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Reyes
Mr. & Mrs. Weston Winchester
Matthew Rocha
Barbara Franklin-Sweat
Mr. & Mrs. Dent Olson
Tonya Seals
Mr. & Mrs. Dragan Domazet
Mr. & Mrs. Viktor Rajta
Donald Woods, III
Mr. & Mrs. Hermilo Vaidovinos

Hung Minh Dinh
Mr. & Mrs. Armando Rivera
Mr. & Mrs. John Boles
Marie Greene
Mr. & Mrs. Arnel Sarzaba
Erica Rodriguez
Beverly Thorn
Tuyet Tran Bach
Kathleen Holthouser
Lorraine Lopez
Elizabeth Steinhauser
Long Dinh Van

Eathan Leonard Campos
Antonio DeGuzman
Marco Renzo D. Perez
Mahayle Lane Blair Irizarry
Ryder Sean Lambert
Meredith Ilyssa Logan Austin
Mallory Grace Frattle
Magan Nhu-y Tran
Jordan N. Tran

Keon Minh Phan
Davin Phong Nguyen
Isabel Marie Hidretlt
Ansley Lousie Heekin
Diego Gutierrez Diontsio
Nicholas Ottaviano Sharpe
Denise Le Nguyen
Mary Catherine Rogero

Kevin Lawrence Wolfe & Shelia Elizabeth Kennedy
Leif Derek Olsen & Katren D. Birdwell

Cathy Baker
Alberto J. Suarez
Hermogena L. DeGuzman
Timothy James Seamans
Linda G. Stangel
Madeline M. Ghioto

William T. Davis
Linda Spangel
Alfred Grasso
Athalie Walker
Robert A. Miletto
Abraham John Abraham

Look Who’s Reading the Courier!!!
In the August issue of Christ the King Courier, an article by Ray Walker
on our new pontiff, Pope Benedict XVI, was published. The Courier was
sent to Rome and the following letter is the response from the Vatican:
Secretariat of State, From the Vatican, September 28, 2005

Christ the King Parish
Invites You to Join an 

Eleven-day Pilgrimage
November 2 - 12, 2006

“Majestic Italy”
Padua ~ Venice ~ Florence ~ Assisi ~ Rome

$2,395.00 + $195.00 (Departure Taxes)
Contact Dr. Benie Sans, Coordinator

904-724-0080
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by Paul Ghiotto

Father Thomas Finley, a
Vincentian priest from the
Philadelphia area, returned for a
fourth time to conduct a
Miraculous Medal Novena in
September 2005 at Christ the King.
Father Finley said he was warmly
greeted by the parish, was
heartened by the turnout each day
for novena services, and was
greatly impressed by the faith
exhibited by those in attendance.

The seventh of 13 children born
to Richard and Christine Goettner
Finley, Tom Finley was born on
August 6, 1926 in Philadelphia. He
fondly recalls the fun times in the
one bathroom (!) house thanks to
the musical and singing skills of his
mother and father.

Of the 13 – the last one born
died in infancy – six Finley siblings
survive. A brother, 21-year old Joe,
a B-25 navigator/bombardier, died
in WWII in October 1944 when his
B-25 Army Air Corps bomber, after
being badly shot up over northern
Germany on its fourth mission,
crashed upon returning to its Italian
air base.

Early childhood education for
Tom Finley was at St. Francis of
Assisi and St. Vincent de Paul
parish schools in Philadelphia.

In 9th Grade he entered the
Vincentians’ minor seminary of St.
Joseph’s College outside Princeton,
NJ. St. Joseph’s program extended
from 9th Grade through the second
year of college. He then transferred
to the major seminary in
Germantown, PA for two years of
his novitiate followed by five years
of theological studies at Mary
Immaculate Seminary near
Allentown, PA.

He was ordained on May 27,
1954 and was sent to Brooklyn, NY
where for a year he taught Religion
at Saint John’s Prep School before
returning to St. Joseph College
where he taught Latin and Greek.
While still assigned to St. Joe’s, he
went to Catholic University in
Washington, D.C. as a fulltime

graduate student studying Latin and
Greek followed by three more
years of the same at Princeton
University.

Father Finley was in the
Education Department at St.
Joseph’s College in New Jersey
until 1974 when the Vincentians
sent him to a parish in Groveport,
Ohio as an assistant priest
responsible for music and religious
education programs for the 1800
family congregation. Here he
stayed until 1979 when he was
transferred to Spring Lake,
Michigan as the principal speaker
at a lay retreat house – similar to
Marywood in the St. Augustine
diocese. 

In 1980 he packed his bags for
Boston, MA where he spent six
years as chaplain in Carney
Hospital (similar to St. Vincent’s in
Jacksonville), an institution run by
the Daughters of Charity.

From 1986 through 1987 he
found himself back at Spring Lake,
MI.  This second stint was followed
by two years of study of
Philosophy and Priestly Formation
at St. Louis University in Missouri.
Curiously enough, while the
university is run by the Jesuits, the
school within it in which he – a
Vincentian -studied was operated
by the Dominicans!

With all this education “in” him
and the Jesuits and Dominicans

“behind” him, he was posted to
Mary Immaculate Seminary in
Pennsylvania for the next two years
where he taught seminarians the
History of Philosophy.

Almost prophetically, in 1990
he was assigned to a Vincentian-run
parish – Queen of the Miraculous
Medal - in Jackson, Michigan. Here
he stayed until 1996 when the
church was taken over by the
diocese after its congregation
became too affluent for the
Vincentians to meet their mandate
of preaching to the poor.

So, at the ripe age of 69 and 41
years a priest he was at a
crossroads. What to do next?
That’s when he decided to do
something for the Blessed Virgin
Mary in gratitude for all of the
blessings he felt he had received
from her over his lifetime. He had
attended a novena led by another
priest which gave him the idea that
he would like to do the same but
with more emphasis on the Blessed
Virgin.

So, in 1996 he
began a

j o u r n e y
which has
taken him
over much
of the
c o u n t r y

while leading
M i r a c u l o u s

Medal Novenas.
Father Finley remarked that back in
the 1950s as many as 22 priests on
a full time basis conducted novenas
throughout the country. When he
began there were only three and
now he’s the only one! Father
Finley says that he has been blessed
with good health and would like to
do his present work for as long as
he is able. Father Finley, a true
servant of the Lord, couldn’t have
picked a more suitable vocation. 

His next stop after CK was at
St. Justin’s Parish in Milford, NJ.
Christ the King parishioners hope
and pray he’ll be able to return in
the future! During his all too brief
stay he was of invaluable help for

FatherThanh in saying daily Mass
and hearing confessions.

For those who would like to
communicate with Father Finley he
can be reached at the following
address: c/o St. Vincent’s Seminary,
500 E. Chelten Ave., Philadelphia,
PA 19144.

Footnotes: Read carefully. There’s
a quiz later!

The “Miraculous Medal” had
its origins back in 1830 in France
when in a series of three
apparitions to a Daughter of
Charity novice, 24-yearold
Catherine Laboure, the Blessed
Mother revealed the design of a
medal to be known as the medal of
the Immaculate Conception. She
commissioned Catherine to have a
medal struck and to spread
devotion to the medal’s message. It
wasn’t until 45 years later that she
spoke freely of the apparitions to
others. She died on December 31,
1876, and was canonized on July
27, 1947. Her feast day is
November 25. Her incorrupt body
is encased in glass beneath the side
altar at 140 Rue de Bac, Paris,
beneath one of the locales where
Our Lady appeared to Catherine.

The Miraculous Medal novena
was first instituted back in 1915 by
Father Joseph Skelly, C.M., who
began a ministry to promote
devotion to Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal. The Miraculous
Medal Shrine in the Germantown
area receives well over 95,000
visitors a year. Vincentian priests,
whose forebearers first arrived in
the United States at Baltimore in
1816, begin a new novena here
every Monday.

Note: The Vincentians are
named for their founder, St. Vincent
de Paul, who in 1626 along with
three companion priests decided to
abandon the city life and
sponsorship of wealthy French
families. They pledged to
“aggregate and associate as a
Congregation…and to devote
ourselves to the salvation of poor
country folk.”

In 1633 Vincent de Paul, with
the aid of a devout and wealthy
widow, Louise de Marillac,
founded the Daughters of Charity, a
religious community – not an
“order” – originally devoted to
caring and “looking for the sick
poor in all sorts of places (not in
hospitals) no matter the weather.”
St. Vincent de Paul, unlike many of
his contemporaries, recognized and
promoted the potential of women
for spreading the Gospel.

So now you know how in
Jacksonville the Daughters of
Charity, St. Vincent’s Hospital, and
St. Catherine Laboure Manor are
all tied together! Or do you?

Father Thomas Finley, C.M. 
Conducts 4th Miraculous Medal Novena

at Christ the King

And now for the all time favorite joke - slightly reworded  - of my dad, CK charter member Joe Ghioto:

Fr. Finley was hearing confessions when in comes an adult male to confess his sins. In a sad voice the
penitent tells Fr. Finley that he hasn’t been to confession in a long time but he’s very sorry for all his sins and
especially one in particular. It seems he can’t help stealing tremendous amounts of building materials from
construction sites. Fr. Finley, realizing he can’t just give the penitent a few ‘Our Fathers’ to say for his sins,
says: “Son, you’ll have to make a NOVENA!” Brightening, the penitent happily relies: “Father you get me the
plans, I got the STUFF!”

Fr. Finley is hearing confessions from the Catholic school boys. One by one each troops in and confesses.
At the end of each one Fr. Finley sternly asks: “Are you sure that’s everything?” Cornered, three boys in
succession grudgingly admit that “I threw peanuts in the river.” The fourth boy comes in and tells his sins.
Again Fr. Finley asks: “Is that all?” “Yes, father, that’s all,” the boy says. Fr. Finley again: “Are you really sure
that’s all?” “Yes, father,” the boy replies again. Fr. Finley asks: “Are you sure you didn’t throw peanuts in the
river?!” The little boy says: “Father, I’m Peanuts!” (This story told to me by Fr. Finley!)

Humor in the Confessional
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Family Values
by Frank Becht

The most fundamental unit of
society is the family. Human
society is organized around the
protection and wellbeing of women
and children. The most critical
factor that makes for successful
family life is the success of the
marriage and the proper raising of
the children to adulthood in a
secure home environment. Along
with that presupposes the true
partnership of a husband who is a
good protector and provider. If
these important roles break down,
families are torn apart and society
in general begins to collapse as is
evident in our many dysfunctional
communities today where bad
government, increased crime,
violence and sexual perversity
prevail.

The traditional understanding
of the true meaning of marriage is
under attack in many countries,
including the United States and
Canada. Same –sex marriage and
divorce undermine the basic
concept of family and society. We
see in the newspaper at least
weekly and hear of the struggles
many of the Protestant religions are
having in their efforts to maintain
marriage as between man and
woman only. We, too, must resist
same-sex marriage with utmost
effort and make greater efforts to
improve marriage and our families. 

We have a local example of the
results of the breakdown and
failure of marriage and family. In
Jacksonville in recent years, we
have experienced higher divorce
rates than the rest of Florida and in
other areas of the country. In the
year 2000, 70 percent of marriages
in Duval County ended in divorce
while the rest of the state averaged
50 percent. 

State Representative Tony Hill,
representing the Jacksonville area,
has recently expressed great
concern for black American males.
Where are the black fathers? Of the
277,000 students in Florida
colleges, only 5% are black males.
They make up 40% of the State
juvenile system and 48% of adult
prisoners. A great percentage of
black families are without fathers.
A great percentage of black
students miss school on a regular
basis.

Washington Post columnist
William Raspberry writes “in
1890, 80 percent of black
American households were headed
by husbands and wives…. For the
2000 census, the percentage of
black families headed by married
couples was 38.” While we do not
have percentages for white
families, they too have greatly
reduced in recent years. 

White families are in trouble,
too.  Over the past generation white
illegitimacy has increased from 7.1
percent in 1975 to 28.5 percent in
2002.  Roughly 35 percent of white

children nationwide live in single
parent homes or outside biological
homes.

We are living in a community
suffering from the collapse of good
family life.

What makes up a family of
strong family values?

A family that sustains its
members- that supports and
nourishes its members through
their life span- creates a safe,
positive place for all members to
live.

Family members
must feel
l o v e d
a n d

that
t h e y
b e l o n g .
Parents must set the
tone; they must be good role
models who lead by example. They
work together to solve problems
and they pass on their skills to their
children. Such a family creates an
atmosphere of family closeness,
well being from working together
and freedom to communicate.

Families that tend to have a
strong spiritual base seem to have a
sense of well-being that facilitates
working together in times of
difficulty and stress.

What makes for a good
spiritual base?

A happily married couple is a
must. A happy marriage sets the
tone for the household, which spills
over from the family to the
community. As a result, a healthy
family will be reaching out to help
others. Parents who teach their

children proper values help them to
make good decisions. If they have
watched their parents making well
thought out decisions over the
years, they will also tend to be good
decision  makers. As a result, those
children of happy, healthy families
will have less divorce, crime and
emotional problems. 

There are many negative
influences in the daily lives of
children, so that parents must
monitor closely the activities and
associations of their children on a
daily basis. An example, should
children have televisions,

computers and

telephones in
their own rooms? How can

parents properly monitor the
activities under these
circumstances? 

It is the moral obligation of
parents to protect their children
from the immoral and corrupting
influences and practices of many of
their peers- as difficult as it may be. 

What should Catholics do to
develop happy, healthy families?

First, they must have a happy
marriage to provide the proper
home life for their children. In
today’s world, they must work
together to provide a home life
which promotes Christian values
and develops a sense of respon-
sibility in all.

They must make religious
values and practices become a part
of their daily lives, including going
to church on a regular basis, saying

daily prayers and sharing daily
family meals together as a family.

As loving parents, they must
convey to their children examples
of love, fidelity and human
chasteness. Parents must teach their
children about human sexuality
when they are young, before the
outside world gives them a
distorted view. This is ever more
important today where often the
role of the Church and Catholic
school of the past are not present to
help form the values of our
children.

As Catholics, parents need to
see that their children are baptized
and receive the other sacraments of
confession, communion and
confirmation on a timely basis.
Parents then should, through

example, see that those
sacraments are received on a
continuing basis. A good way
to accomplish this is to send
their children to Catholic
schools. . If this is not possible
for economic reason, then

parents should utilize religious
education classes that most

parishes provide. If a mother has
opted to stay at home to raise her
children, this may be an
opportunity for her to volunteer her
services in the religious education
of the parish. 

If it is possible for a mother to
stay at home while children are in
school, such is highly
recommended for the benefit of the
family. There are many benefits to
the family such as being better able
to bond with their children and
creating a greater sense of security
for the children. It is most
important for parents to find time to
be with their children and take time
to talk with their children.

Parent’s responsibility!

Be exemplary parents for the
benefit of your family! It’s a tough
job but the rewards are great.

Happy, healthy families benefit
our whole society.  They tend to
foster strong families of their own.
Parents, you have a great respon-
sibility to our church and to our
society!
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The Pilgrimage 

by Jeanette Ghioto

Fond Memories… This is an
abbreviated diary of our
pilgrimage to Italy in March of
2005. Pilgrims included Ray &
Angela Christian, Tom & Helene
(Meyer) Danaher, Terry & Albert
Miller, Phillip & Jeanette Ghioto
and our spiritual director, Father
Thanh.

Rome, Italy Tuesday, March 1,
2005

We arrived in Rome at 8:45
a.m. after a nine hour long and
exhausting plane trip across the
Atlantic that was filled to capacity.
As we flew closer to our Roman
destination we were served
breakfast. In retrospect this was our
farewell to American coffee, as we
all knew it. Italian coffee would
prove to closely resemble rich
American mud. 

We arrived at the Hotel Giglia
Del’Opera and immediately saw
that it was VERY European –
complete with bidet and starched
linen cloths (for the second part of
the bidet experience). The rooms
were very cozy; the building’s
architecture was very artistic (code
for very old) – with few straight
architectural lines and many curly-
cue lines (my own architectural
lingo). Our tour guide, Roberto,
soon picked us up in our minibus
and we were off on our whirlwind
tour of Roma! 

Roberto’s charming yet
hesitating speech made the

thousands of years of history come
alive before our very eyes and ears.
The problem: we were all
exhausted and I felt my head bump
against the window a time or two as
I struggled to stay awake. However,
most memorable to me was the
Pantheon – a structure built to
honor the ancient god of the sun. A
very narrow hole at the top of the
building captures the rays of the
sun at certain times of the day.  The
marble inside was of a blue color
and absolutely stunning. Roberto
spoke of the winter solstice – the
shortest day of the year – being in
December – and of the sparsity of
the sun’s rays during that time.
Father Thanh aligned this with the
birth of Christ – whose Christmas
birthday brought the light into the
darkest of days, making Christ’s
birthday so much more meaningful
as a December event. We saw the
Vatican from the outside; we would
have a tour the next day. The Trevi
Fountain was another incredible
sight. This huge, beautiful, ancient
fountain was cut into the modern
buildings that surround it – such a
contrast. We all tossed in a coin.

We journeyed on foot to the
Piazza Navona – a gathering place
for local artists to sell their crafts.
Prints and watercolors were among
the treasures to be bought. It was
absolutely freezing by this time and
we were more than ready to go
back to the hotel. We went back to
the hotel and then on to dinner – I
devoured homemade ravioli stuffed
with spinach and cheese with the
most delicious wine we had all ever

tasted. The hardest - most tasteless
rolls in the free world required that
we devise a concoction of olive oil;
balsamic vinegar and fresh
Parmesan cheese swirled together
on a plate to be sopped up with the
bread. The waiters usually just
shook their heads.

Rome, Wednesday, March 2,
2005

Father Thanh, Phillip and I split
off from the group today to visit
some basilicas and the Roman
Coliseum. Our first stop was St.
Mary Major. (In Italian: Maria
Maggiore) It is one of the four
major basilicas in Rome, and the
largest church in the world
dedicated to Our Lady. The name
means that this is Rome’s major or
principal church dedicated to St
Mary. It was built, as the legend
goes, in 352 B.C. after an
appearance of the Blessed Virgin.
Its construction is due to a dream
which Pope Liberio had the 5th of
August 356 A.D., when the Virgin
invited him to build a church in the
place where the following morning
he would have found snow. The
miracle came true because, the day
after, it snowed on the place where
the basilica is placed today.

It was a stunning church that
takes your breath away at the
enormity and the beauty and the
incredible labor of love in building
this magnificent place of worship.
We continued to walk on to St. John
Lateran Basilica.

“St. John Lateran is the
Cathedral of Rome, the mother of
all churches in Rome and in the
world. Founded by Constantine,
during the time of Silvester (314-
335) it has been destroyed and
rebuilt many times. The current
Basilica dates from the 17th
century.”

Risking the pedestrian
crosswalks we went on to the
Roman Colosseum. As we looked
down upon the maze of pathways
wherein the Christians were held in
anticipation of their deaths – I felt
like I could hear and feel the blood
of those thousands of innocents
crying out to me.  It was chilling.

After our exploring, we
wandered into a Roman café/bar.
Restaurants are called bars in Italy
so we quickly became used to the
terminology meaning FOOD – lots
of it and usually excellent. This was
a fast moving cafeteria-style
restaurant. It was quite fun. My
very limited Italian proved very
intimidating as I tried to stand and
decide what I wanted. There was no
standing, looking and deciding I
had to ORDER. So I used sign
language and per favore and
selected a ham and cheese
sandwich on this delightful toasted
bread. It was so good.  Most
everyone had wine with his or her
lunche – wine is cheaper than water
AND if you order water it is either
with gas or without gas. Phil
ordered lots of water without gas.
(Thank goodness). This water with
gas is a carbonated beverage.

Continued on next page
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We all came together in Father
Thanh’s room for Mass before din-
ner. It was a beautiful Mass in cele-
bration of Phillip and my 20th wed-
ding anniversary. It was such an
honor to share this beautiful Mass
with our friends. I was very disap-
pointed that our audience with the
Holy Father, John Paul II, had to be
canceled that day. He had been in
the hospital for a terrible breathing
problem; in retrospect this was the
beginning of the Pope’s final
weeks. Our prayers at the time
included ones for his return to good
health. A memorable prayer for me
also included Ray’s request for the
happy repose of my mom’s soul. I
was so touched. (My very German
mom had journeyed on to our cre-
ator on January 22, 2005 – in retro-
spect I think she wanted to be able
to whisper in the Holy Spirit’s ear
encouragement for a German suc-
cessor to the chair of St. Peter –
long live Pope Benedict XVI!)
During Mass we all shared
thoughts and prayers - and Phil’s
comments were remembered
throughout the trip. “It is not
important to be rich or famous –
what matters is that we are right-
eous people.” As we journeyed
through Italy his words became
more and more true and remem-
bered. Those who had been histori-
cally righteous were remembered
well – in architecture and paintings
and sculptures – and not necessari-

ly those who were the rich and the
famous Rome.

Thursday, March 3, 2005

Today my daddy would have
been 100 years old. He always said
that he would live to be 100 but he
only made it to 93 years of age –
now mom is with him and I say a
special prayer for the both of them.

We traveled to the Vatican for a
tour of the tomb of St. Peter – the
Scavi Tour – the tour was arranged
by one of our diocesan priests and
is not open to the general public.
The tour guide, who was a profes-
sor of history and anthropology,
shared the details of the secret
excavation that was ordered by
Pope Pius XII – secret because the
times were of WWII. It was not
until after the Pope died that the
actual bones were found – bones of
a stout man 5’6”-5’8” in his sixties.
The bones together with the graffiti
that was written on the walls by the
ancients all helped the scientists to
confirm that this was really and
truly St. Peter’s tomb. The fact that
the feet of the skeletal remains had
been cut off was the final confirma-
tion. St. Peter, as we know, was cru-
cified upside down because he did
not feel worthy to die the same
way, as did our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. The ancient Romans
would remove those crucified

upside down from the cross by cut-
ting off their feet. The skeletal
remains in this tomb had the feet
cut off. This was an incredible con-
firmation of all that I had supposed
was legend. All of this was so care-
fully preserved and documented –
from 2000 years ago.  AMAZING!

We then toured St. Peter’s – it is
just too immense to try and
describe in words. So much time
and skill and effort and detail dedi-
cated ALL for the honor and glory
of God. We saw the Sistine Chapel
– together with a bazillion other
pilgrims – the people back then
must have been very small because
the passageway from the Vatican to
the Sistine Chapel was tiny!

It is at this point that I must
share Ray’s comments. As we
know Ray is an architectural ren-
derer.  He draws the pictures,
watercolors, actually – the render-
ings – of architectural plans. He has
worked for all of the big architec-
tural firms in Jacksonville and has
seen much good work. But Ray
commented that back then ALL
architecture was built for the honor
and glory of God – the intricate
details and dedication to perfection
created amazing buildings. Today
people build architecture to the
honor and glory of man – the build-
ings are not nearly as beautiful and
all smacks of placing false gods
before us all.

Assisi, Friday, March 4, 2005

We traveled through Umbria in
Italy to the little town of Assisi.
The season of the year was not one
of great beauty BUT we could cer-
tainly see that natural splendor was
forthcoming as the sprinkling rain
coaxed the winter-parched land-
scapes. Many, many grape vine-
yards and olive trees and farms and
sheep dotted the countryside. It was
a very memorable bus ride because
of the sights and also because we
were nine people on a 64-passenger
bus. Many thanks to Angela
Christian our travel arranger extra
ordinaire!

The holiness of St. Francis’
tomb is hard to explain. It is a sim-
ple yet holy remembrance of one of
history’s truly great and righteous
men. He gave up everything for
God – wealth and fame – EVERY-
THING.  He was so sincere and
humble in his message of pure love
for God that today there are thou-
sands and thousands of Franciscan
friars on all of the continents. The
Giotto fresco of St. Francis was
magnificent.  In contrast, the mod-
ern day monks all scurried about
the monastery in their ancient
styled habits doing their daily tasks
–– many smiling faces of men ded-
icating their lives to God. The bus
returned to take us on to Florence.

Continued from page 6

Continued in next issue
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Symbols:   The Special Symbols of Christmas
By Mickey Kenny

“Keeping Christ in Christmas”
is not just a worn out phrase we try
to impose on store owners, zoning
boards, and all those people who
argue about the sights and sounds
of Christ in Christmas. Keeping
Christ in Christmas is both an obli-
gation and a gift we give ourselves
and our loved ones at this holy time
of year. We can enjoy or ignore the
laughing Santas, the plethora of
decorations from tacky to magnifi-
cent. But the shapes and colors of
the symbols that celebrate the gift
from God of His Son, Jesus, must
be taught to our children and fami-
ly members. As we look for each of
them with our children and discuss
their meaning, the richness and
beauty of the season is enhanced.

The word “angel” means “mes-
senger,” and angels most often
appear as messengers from God
such as the Annunciation of Mary
and the appearance to the shep-
herds to announce the birth of
Jesus.

Bells are always used to call
people to worship; the bells mark-
ing the Angelus and the bells call-
ing us to the Liturgy of the Hours
were always significant in my
youth at St. Mary’s Hall. This has
been represented in all the arts,
specifically in the painting entitled
“The Angelus” in which the farm-
ing couple have heard the bell and
stop to pray, and John Milton’s
famous lines of poetry, “...seek not

to find for whom the bell tolls, it
tolls for thee.”

A candle calls to mind Jesus’
words, “I am the Light of the
World” (John 8:12).  Believers are
also called to be the light of the
world:  Matt. 5:14-16 “You are the
light of the world. A city on a hill
cannot be hidden.  Neither do peo-
ple light a lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its
stand, and it gives light to everyone
in the house. In the same way, let
your light shine before men, that
they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.”

(NIV)  All candles and lights are
significant in recalling these scrip-
tures.

The circle, because it has no
beginning or end, is symbolic of
eternity. The circle, or sphere, is
used as a reference to God. It is also
a symbol of unity and is most rec-
ognizable in the Advent wreaths we
light, the welcoming wreaths we
hang on our doors, and even the
balls we hang on Christmas trees
which suggest the never ending
love of God.

Stars have special meaning in
their ability to provide light and as

reference to showing the wise men
the place of the birth of Jesus. A
four-pointed star is usually styled to
resemble a cross and is used as the
“star of Bethlehem” or “natal star.”
The cross shape reminds us both of
Jesus’ birth and the purpose for
which He was born. The five-
pointed star is the star of

Bethlehem. Shaped roughly like a
human being, it represents Jesus’
incarnation.

Num. 24:17 “I see him, but not
now; I behold him, but not near. A
star will come out of Jacob; a
scepter will rise out of Israel.”
(NIV)

Matt. 2:1-2 After Jesus was
born in Bethlehem in Judea, during

the time of King Herod, Magi(n)
from the east came to Jerusalem
and asked, “Where is the one who
has been born king of the Jews? We
saw his star in the east and have
come to worship him.” (NIV)

A twelve-pointed star may be
used to represent the twelve tribes
of Israel or the twelve apostles. It
may also be used at Epiphany, the
twelfth day of Christmas, on which
the church celebrates the manifes-
tation of Christ as the Son of God.

Colors have always had mean-
ing in our Church. Way back with
Noah God set the rainbow in the
sky as a sign of His covenant rela-
tionship with the Israelites. From
the Our Sunday Visitor Catholic

Encyclopedia we learn the liturgi-
cal colors of white, red, violet,
green, and black were codified in
the De Sacro Altaris Mysterio of
Pope Innocent III (1198-1216),
The liturgical colors lead us
through our Church calendar with
the use of color in vestments and
altar cloths we are given another
visual reminder of the special atti-
tude of each season. During Advent
and Lent we see the purple vest-
ments and know we are again in a
season of penitence and preparation
for one of our two most holy sea-
sons: Christmas and Easter. These
seasons will be colored white
which is always associated with
purity, innocence, victory, joy, and
virginity. Red identifies with sacri-
fice, (blood – which is life itself),
zeal, and the Holy Spirit. The
Encyclopedia states there is no pink
– but the old rose color is symbol-
ic of subdued joy, and penance used
on Gaudete Sunday (third of
Advent) and Laetare Sunday
(fourth of Lent) and signify that
their penitential seasons are nearly
over and the time for rejoicing is
near. With the color green we live
in all the “ordinary” times during
the Ordinary Time which encom-
passes the rest of the year.  It is a
color representative of life and
growth, immortality, and fidelity.
Blue is actually not an approved
liturgical color, but has often been
associated with the Virgin Mary.
Black is still sometimes used for
Masses for the Dead, but the more
popular color now in the US is
white.

If we discuss these symbols and
representations with our family
members, we will become more
and more aware of their use, the joy
of this holiday season, and the rich-
ness with which we are provided
the opportunity to celebrate the
wonderful gift from God of His
infant son, Jesus.

Old, But Good . . .
WHOSE

JOB

IS

IT

ANYWAY?

This is a story about four people
named Everybody, Somebody,
Anybody, and Nobody.

There was an important job to
be done and Everybody was asked
to do it. Everybody was sure
Somebody would do it. Anybody
could have done it, but Nobody
did it. Somebody got angry about
that, because it was Everybody’s
job. Everybody thought Anybody
could do it, but Nobody realized
that Everybody wouldn’t do it. It
ended up that Everybody blamed
Somebody when Nobody did what
Anybody could have done.

This has been around
everywhere for a long
time.  It was particularly
loved by Father McCarthy.
Father McCarthy was our
usual summer visitor. His
Irish brogue gave this read-
ing special appeal.  No
matter how often you have
seen or heard it, it is
always good to hear again.
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Opinion Article SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT
by Frank Becht

Most of us have never given a
great deal of thought to the early
beginnings of mankind other than
reading the Bible passages at Mass
or the bible study group we attend.
Upon reading the 19 items below
you may begin to wonder about the
root causes of so many problems in
the world today. This indeed leads
us to the area of the world where
not only Christianity began, but
mankind and its struggles since. 

The Garden of Eden was in Iraq.  
Mesopotamia, which is now Iraq,

was the cradle of civilization.
Noah built the ark in Iraq.
The Tower of Babel was in Iraq.
Abraham was from Ur, which is in

southern  Iraq!
Issac’s wife Rebekah was from

Nahor, which is in Iraq!
Jacob met Rachel in Iraq.
Jonah preached in Nineveh; which

is in Iraq.
Assyrria, which is in Iraq,

conquered the twelve tribes of
Israel. 

Amos cried out in Iraq!
Babylon, which is in Iraq,

destroyed Jerusalem.
Daniel was in the lion’s den in Iraq!

Belshazzar, the King of Babylon,
saw the “writing on the wall” in
Iraq.

The three Hebrew children were in
the fire in Iraq (Jesus had been
in Iraq also as the fourth person
in the fiery furnace!)

Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon,
carried the Jews captive into
Iraq.

Ezekiell preached in Iraq.
The wise men were from Iraq.
Peter preached in Iraq.
The “Empire of Man” described in

Revelations is called Babylon,
which was a city in Iraq!

And you have probably seen
and heard this one. Israel is the
most often mentioned country in
the Bible. But do you know which
nation is second? You do now; Iraq,
of course! However, this is not the
name used in the Bible. The names
used in the Bible are Babylon, Land
of Shinar, and Mesopotamia. The
word Mesopotamia means between
the two rivers, more exactly
between the Tigris and Euphrates
Rivers. The name Iraq means
country with deep roots.

Indeed Iraq is a country with
deep roots and is a very significant
country in the Bible and the
development of Christianity and

mankind. Iraq was indeed the
“cradle of civilization” with people
inhabiting the land before 4000
B.C.

No other nation, except Israel,
has more history and prophecy
associated with it than Iraq.

About 600A.D., this area of the
world had developed into such a
state of unrest it caused
Mohammed to found the religion of
Islam, create the god of Allah and
proclaim himself as “Prophet” in
hopes of stemming the tide of
unrest in the region. Mohammed
believed he had been sent to
destroy the idols, heathen Arabs,
who had taken over much of the
world at that time. This was not
successful as history has recorded
the “terrible days” of the Crusades
of 1095A.D.

When we think of Islam we
think of Muslims (originally
Moslems) who occupied the
Middle East countries of Arabia,
Pakistan, Iraq, Iran, Indonesia and
countries in North Africa as well as
European countries of Turkey,
Albania and Bosnia-Herzegovina.
Islam is one of the largest religions
in the world with over 400,000,000
followers. In modern times
Muslims have spread world wide to
almost every nation. The rapid
spread of Islam in the world has
threatened the security of many

countries, the United States,
England, Belgium, France,
Germany and Spain to mention the
most recent.

We realize that most Muslims
are people of good will and are
seeking love and peace in their
lives as we Christians are doing.
Cal Thomas of the Tribune Media
Services queries, “What if the
strategy of our enemies is to take
advantage of the kindness,
understanding and pluralistic
intentions of the United States in
order to further infiltrate and
undermine this country?” 

There exists a militant faction
of Islamics that says that Islam is
unable to control causing many in
the world to look upon Islam as an
evil religion. Islamics have a
proven record of  continuous effort
to control the world by force as
opposed  to Christianity’s goal
through actions of love. Consider
the many countries who do not
allow freedom of religion- Saudi
Arabia, Iran, Sudan, East Timor
and many countries in Africa which
were once Christian.

It makes many people wonder
whether the world- wide threat of
terrorism emanating from this area
of the world is not the beginning of
the Second Crusades. 

Think about it!

Betwixt and Between
by The Catholic Guilt Lady

Have you ever wondered what
to do with all the religious mail that
you receive almost on a daily
basis? It would seem as if every
Catholic organization in America
has a direct pipeline right into your
own personal mailbox. It wouldn’t
be so bad if they arrived in tidy
white business envelopes so you
could promptly look at the sender’s
address and decide if you wish to
open it or deposit it right into the
circular file. The Catholic Guilt
Lady is convinced that religious
communities know exactly what
they are doing when they send
mail with one side of the envelope
consisting of a lovely picture of the
Blessed Mother or the Sacred Heart
together with some sacred words so
invitingly written that it almost
dares you not to open it or – God
forbid –  dispose of it.

I must admit that some days I
just throw it into the trash along
with the other junk mail and walk
away; but invariably that old
Catholic guilt bubbles up and there
is a voice inside that says, “You
threw a picture of Jesus into the
garbage.” So I go back to the trash
and scoop it out. What do you do
with all that mail? Eventually you
would need a closet just to store the
stuff inside these envelopes you
have saved just to ease the
conscience.

The other day the Catholic
Guilt Lady had occasion to speak to
our pastor, Father Thanh, about this
very matter and, if any of you
suffer those Catholic pangs, you
will be pleased with what Father
said: “It is perfectly okay to throw
this material away”. For those of us
who still get wobbly in the knees
seeing Jesus staring up at us from
the trash, you will be relieved to
know that you may burn these
cards in the fireplace or outside in
your backyard. The choice is
yours!

Since Father gave such a soul
satisfying solution to this first
question, the Catholic Guilt Lady
moved forward with a further
question and confidently asked,
“What do you do with those palms

you receive every year on Palm
Sunday?” Surely you would never
throw them into the trash as they
have been blessed. My bedroom
wall has a collection of palms that
grasps onto every picture and
mirror in the room. In fact there are
so many that some of the frames
are slightly askew from the number
of palms clinging to their sides.

I have to report that this too will
no longer be a problem as Father
Thanh quickly had an answer for
them as well. About a week before

Ash Wednesday, remove your
palms from the wall (maybe you
could leave this year’s palm)  and
bring them to Mr. Do who is in
charge of burning all the palms in
the church from last year. The
ashes are then blessed and placed
on our foreheads on Ash
Wednesday.

To paraphrase the Gospel does
this not put new meaning into the
phrase, “Seek and you shall find,
knock and the answer will be given
unto you?”

Reception to follow
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By Author Unknown

The most important gift we
have to offer is the gift of our-
selves. But we hide this gift behind
so many things. We hide the gift of
ourselves behind the fear that who
we are is not enough. We hide this
precious gift behind countless
doubts and suspicions. We hide this
gift behind confusion and uncer-
tainty. And mostly we hide this gift
behind an insistent belief in worth-
lessness.

These forms of hiding are per-
haps easier to recognize than some
of the other things that we hide
behind. You see we also attempt to
hide behind our gifts. Our very gift-
edness becomes a place where we
would hide our greatest treasure.  

Some of us hide behind the gift
of healing. We have been given the
gift of being able to heal. But
instead of including ourselves in
this gift of healing we have sought
to hide behind it. People see and
experience our gift of healing, but
they don’t get to see the real heal-
ing; they don’t get to experience
who we are and the depth of being
we have to offer.

Some of us hide behind the gift
of guidance. We are given guidance
from our very Source. And with
this gift we share wisdom with oth-
ers. But sometimes this gift
becomes a hiding place where the
guidance is seen and heard, but we
are not. Others may hear the guid-
ance, but they do not see our
essence. They do not experience
the beauty of our words, of our
Being for, hiding behind the gift of
guidance, we are not fully present

and, ultimately, something is miss-
ing from the guidance – we are.

Some of us hide behind pro-
grams of recovery.  Some of us
hide behind principles of living. We
can speak of great spiritual truth,
but our heart is not open for others
to see, to feel, to touch. We are
solidly placed behind the very truth
that would free us.  Some of us hide
behind the gift of service. We can
become so hidden behind this gift
that others never see our real being
at all.

We invite you to come out of
hiding – out from behind your
fears, out from behind your gifts.
Hiding behind our gifts is so subtle,
for it seems that our gift is who we
are.  But we say:  our very essence
is the gift and it is this we share
through the guidance, through the
healing, through the truth, through
the service.

We invite you to step out and
say:  “Here I am and beside me
here is my gift. Here I am and I
happen to have the gift of healing.
Here I am and I happen to have the
gift of guidance. Here I am and I
happen to have the gift of truth to
share. Here is what I think. Here is
how I feel. Here is my heart. Here
are my doubts and uncertainties.
Here is my willingness. Here is all
of me.  Now may I share my gift
with you so that I may receive this
gift also.”

We are the gift and we are the
gifted. The gift is what we share
our essence through – not what we
hide behind.  Come out, come out
wherever you are and let us share
our gifts together.

State where she attended Nazareth
College of Rochester. She is a
strong proponent of Catholic edu-
cation. In fact, she holds a Master
Catechist certification. For Christ
the King, Mrs. Cass will spearhead
our eighth grade students’
Confirmation and conduct our
schoolwide Oratorical Contest in
the spring. She also initiated a
“Living Saints” reception for
eighth graders to honor those indi-
viduals who set a Christian exam-
ple for our students. This reception
occurred after the All Saints
Children’s Mass in November.

Mrs. Diane Longenecker teach-
es Literature and Vocabulary to
Middle School as well as Religion
to her seventh grade homeroom. A
veteran teacher of 16 years, Mrs.
Longenecker decided to make the
transition to Catholic School edu-
cation to be closer to her own chil-
dren who attend CK. Mrs.
Longenecker sponsors our Altar
Servers, the Anti-Bully Committee
as well as our National Junior
Honor Society. With an infectious
laugh, Mrs. Longenecker is show-
ing her students a love for reading.

Mr. Tom Costello joins us as a
13-year veteran of Public schools.
A graduate of Florida State
University, he received a
Bachelor’s of Science in Science
Education. Mr. Costello chooses to
teach at CK in order to become

closer to his faith. He heads up our
Middle School Science program,
sponsors the Chess Club and acts as
faculty liaison for the Spring
Carnival.

Christ the King is excited to be
able to provide its students the
expertise of Karin Abrams.
Formerly at St. Joseph’s, Mrs.
Abrams has been teaching Art for
eleven years. She quickly put her
stamp on our art program by
mounting a video camera to record
her techniques onto a large screen
for the students to see and adopt.
Mrs. Abrams shares her passion for
creating with her students. In the
near future, CK hopes to display
our students’ art work in the Shirley
David Hall. Mrs. Abrams is over-
seeing the creation of this year’s
yearbook and student portraits.

Christ the King Catholic
School is blessed to have a mix of
new and long-standing faculty. In
fact, ten faculty members each
have approximately twenty years
teaching experience at CK. This
blend of tradition and new ideas
improves our school while keeping
it focused. Christ the King School
continues to strive to fulfill its mis-
sion of teaching the tenets of the
Catholic faith and helping its stu-
dents to realize their own spiritual
and academic uniqueness and to
utilize God’s gifts to the best of
their ability.

Christ the King School
is Awesome

continued from front cover

students, clergy, teachers, alumni,
support staff,  volunteers, and espe-
cially parents who have made the
sacrifices necessary to send their
children to Christ the King School.
For many, paying the tuition or
tithing, has been a sacrifice readily
made so children would be exposed
to the religious values and high
scholastic standards taught at
Christ the King.

Over the years, children left our
school, went on to high school and
eventually marriage. The school of
choice for our alumni’s children
has been Christ the King. What
memories those former students

carried with them have survived
and now those memories are being
fostered in their children. What a
great inheritance!

Events planned for the golden
anniversary year include special
Masses for alumni, parishioners
and students. At the present time,
the committee is trying to locate
alumni. The task is arduous, but the
workers are many and enthusiasm
runs high. If you would like to join
the planning committee or have
ideas for the anniversary celebra-
tion, we would love to hear from
you. Share your time and talent.
Call Pat Thomas at the rectory.

C O M M I T T E E

continued from front cover

by Frank Becht, PGK

Arlington Council Knights of
Columbus #4727 held a memorial
service for all deceased Knghts and
K Cees on November 4 at the coun-
cil hall. The service included a
Memorial Mass by Chaplain
Mortimer Danaher followed by
recitation of deceased members by

name and the lighting of individual
candles for each member.
Following the candle service a deli-
cious buffet was served by the K
Cees.

According to Grand Knight
Dennis Scobie 115 to 120 mem-
bers, families and friends attended

the ceremony, one of the largest
turnouts in several years.
Monsignor Danaher congratulated
the council on the excellent atten-
dance and encouraged First Friday
Mass participation.

The candle lighting service was
handled by PGK Jim Middleton,
Master of Ceremonies and PGK
Ralph Mosley and PGK Pat
Bianco, candle lighters. K Cee
President Shirley Mosley lit the
candle for deceased K Cee mem-
bers.

Knights of Columbus 
Memorial Mass
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by Betty Wheeler

The need for adult catechesis is
vital in our parishes today. The
Diocese has been encouraging all
churches to do their part in
establishing classes to meet this
need. Our own community has
been providing classes for
parishioners from teen to the very
elderly. The catechists involved
realized that in order to keep the
concept of continued adult
enrichment fresh in the minds of
parishioners, changes reflecting
growth and improvements had to
be implemented. The first
modification was the title of the
program.  It is now known as
“Beyond Sunday” in keeping with
the theme that “church” does not
end with the conclusion of Sunday
Mass. The core committee is now
working on ideas for a new
approach to classes which will
resume in the early part of next
year. They also invite and
encourage other parishioners who
would enjoy preparing future
presentations and lesson to come
forward.

In the meantime, the work
continued with the last session of
classes. In each session there were
small group discussions of
questions pertaining to the
presentation. This is the summary
of those lessons which took place
during the months of August and
September, 2005. The following is
a brief idea of what we learned.

Beyond Sunday: 
Exploring the Eucharist

The Eucharist. The very sum
and substance of our belief.
“Beyond Sunday,” saw fit to
explore this most special sacrament
as we near the culmination of the
Year of the Eucharist. It was
anticipated that all would have a
deeper understanding and
enrichment of our faith through this
adult education study.

At the onset The Jewish Roots
of the Eucharist was covered.
Thirty-five hundred years ago the
Jews established the Feast of
Passover in remembrance of the
Exodus of the Jews from Egypt.
There are many parallels between
the Passover and our Eucharistic
celebration of the Last Supper
occurring just before the Passion of
Jesus.

Each began with an act of
God’s initiative, followed by
obedience of the people. Both
celebrated an exodus—the Jews,
freedom from bondage in Egypt;
Christians, freedom from the
bondage of death, slavery, and the
oppression of sin through Jesus’
sacrifice. Both were ritual meals
with prescribed procedures,
blessings, and prayers. Both rituals
were memorial celebrations
emphasizing thanksgiving to God.
They signified hope and
strengthening of the community.

The Passover was the Old
Testament heritage of our
Eucharistic celebration.

The second presentation was
The Eucharist as Sacrament of the
Church. This sacrament came
about as the covenant with God
through the sacrifice of His Son.
Throughout church tradition the
celebration of the Mass
has as its centerpiece
the Eucharist. From the
time of the appointment
of Peter as the head of
the church, theologians
have interpreted what
receiving the Eucharist
means; who should
receive it; when it
should be given; where
it should be given; and
by whom it should be
distributed. The varying
circumstances of the times affected
the rules. The church is described
as being one, holy, catholic and
apostolic. (One: God is one and the
Church is one  unified by the
Eucharist. Holy: The Church is
called to be as holy as the Heavenly
Father is holy. Catholic: All
creation in heaven and earth is
united through the Eucharist.
Apostolic: All popes, bishops, and
priests have the direct connection
with St. Peter and the other apostles
- apostolic tradition - through the
Sacrament of Ordination.)

Comments in regard to the
questions posed centered on
vocations, or their lack of them.
There were observations that
Catholic education of our children
does not necessarily spawn priests.
At times when people experience
persecution of the church and
hardships, they become closer to
God. For example, Seminarian
Andy Blaszkowski enlightened us
about the surge of men entering the
seminary after the persecution of
the church in Poland. There were
no Catholic schools and people
were not even able to attend Mass.

Primarily, vocations are
fostered by good example,
prayerfulness, and encouragement
of the family. The family is the
living church. Our country has lost
much of its sacredness and
dedication to the church because of
materialism and secularism. All
through our series we referred back
to our impediments to being closer
to God—money, greed, power, and
our affluent living styles.

When receiving the Eucharist
and as Jesus becomes a part of us, it
is very important to make it a
private time to talk to Him, to
praise Him, to give thanks for our
blessings, and to ask for favors. For
a number of people there are
numerous distractions. Many
people seem to receive the
sacrament irreverently; they seem
to take lightly the depth and
importance. In the same vein the
congregation participates half-
heartedly or not at all in the
prayers, responses, and singing.
The Mass becomes more

meaningful when we actively
participate as readers, ushers,
ministers of the Eucharist, choir,
altar servers, or just carefully
following the parts of the Mass.
Afterwards we have a great respon-
sibility to spread the spirit of Jesus
to everyone around us after we
leave the church—Beyond Sunday.

We are obligated to use
our time and talents to
spread the Good News,
Jesus’ message.

Probably the most
important lesson was
the presentation on The
Eucharist—The Real
Presence of Christ.
The mystery of the
transformation of the
bread and wine into the
body and blood of
Christ, theologically

called transubstantiation, is the
center of our belief. Other
Christians, non-believers, and some
Catholics do not accept the concept
of the real presence. But it is a part
of the whole mystery of God and
creation and the many miracles
performed by Jesus. It is
documented frequently in the
Scriptures: each of the four Gospels
contains references to the real
presence. Luke 24 narrates the
Emmaus experience. (Also Matt.
26:26; Mark 14:22-24; and John
6:51) In his letters to the
Corinthians (I Cor. 10:16 and
11:25-29) Paul gives strong
references to transubstantiation.

Father Thanh gave St. Paul as
an example of the mystery of
transformation. Before the
Damascus experience he was a
sinner, but afterwards he became
one of the staunchest followers of
Christ. It was the same body before
and after, but the Holy Spirit inside
him changed him.

Respect for the church and the
sacraments as well as respect for
each other has dwindled. Many are
on their own ego trips.  Where have
humility and reverence gone?

We should always remember
that as we receive the precious
body and blood, Christ increases
within us if we allow Him to come
to us. We become the tabernacle,
and with Jesus in us do we then act
as Jesus?  Do we really treat others
as He would? We must examine our
hearts, do we really treat others as
He would? As Fr. Thanh says, the
EXIT sign at the back of the church
is the real test, do we actually take
our faith Beyond Sunday?

In the presentation Meal and
Sacrifice, the aspects of the
components of sacrifice, be it a
sacrifice of pagan cultures or as it
pertains to the Eucharist, were
described: 

A precious thing is offered as a
gift.
There is destruction of the
precious gift as an offering to
expiate sins.
It is an act of worship and
communion with the deity.

Always the sacrifice demands
obedience.

The Mass is a sacrifice which
the church offers as a gift to God.
There are prayers that the people
will achieve union with Him. Both
offering a sacrifice and becoming a
living sacrifice of praise are
essential to the Biblical meaning. 

The Mass is also a meal. It is
the phenomenon of sharing a meal
as a medium for celebrating Jesus’
dying and rising. The Eucharistic
meal is food for our journey as we
lead our day to day lives and is as
necessary as manna in the desert or
our food from Publix today.
Celebrating together with all the
individuals in the church
community and reaching out
afterwards must be included. We
are enriched and fed by each other.
Just as we are bolstered by a family
gathering at Thanksgiving or a
family reunion, we are blessed in
the Eucharistic meal, only so very
much more. We are in a mysterious
circular pattern of receiving and
giving with the Father.

Perhaps when one thinks of
meals that were special to them,
“liver and onions,” “the
Thanksgiving turkey,” or
“barbeques shared with friends”
would come to mind. But have we
ever envisioned what a meal in
heaven would be like? The most
special meal of all is our Lord’s gift
of His body and blood which
satisfies all needs.

There are different kinds of
hunger: hunger for real bread
(manna) which feeds the physical
body, and the bread that satisfies
the deeper hungers, hunger for
healing, hunger for sympathy,
hunger for acceptance, hunger for
forgiveness, and hunger for love.
Anyone who receives the Lord’s
banquet with faith will be
nourished, grow spiritually, and be
protected from spiritual decay. To
believe in and receive the Eucharist
gives us real life, putting us in the
presence of God. This is the core of
Catholicism. Without the Eucharist
there is no life for us or the church.
Doubters should read John,
Chapter 6.

Let me solemnly assure you,
If you do not eat the flesh of the

Son of Man
And drink his blood, you have no

life in you.
He who feeds on my flesh and

drinks my blood has life eternal,
And I will raise him up on the last

day.
For my flesh is real food, and my

blood real drink.
The man who feeds on my flesh

and drinks my blood
Remains in me, and I in him.

Just as the Father who has life
sent me, and I have life because of

the Father,
So the man who feeds on me will

have life because of me.
This is the bread that came down

from heaven.

Adult  Education  Becomes  “Beyond  Sunday”
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Confession
by Frank Becht

Have you ever wondered why
so few Catholics go to Confession
today? Yet, almost everyone goes
to Communion at every Mass. This
is a problem that seems to be get-
ting worse. Have our moral values
changed so radically from those of
our parents? There was a time
when people felt they should go to
confession every week before
going to Communion. 

What is Confession?
Confession is commonly

known as the Sacrament of
Reconciliation or the Sacrament of
Penance today. Jesus Christ insti-
tuted confession as the ordinary
way of having one’s sins forgiven.
He gave the apostles and – through
apostolic succession- the bishops
and priests the power to forgive
sins. This was Christ’s first act after
His resurrection.

Why don’t people go to
confession?

Some feel they don’t need to go
to confession; they would rather
confess directly to God, that God
forgives sins outside the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. Others, don’t
feel a need, because nobody goes to
Hell?

In an interview before becom-
ing Pope, Cardinal Joseph
Ratzinger expressed the view that
people have lost their “guilt feel-
ings.” He went on to say that the

Nazis, in “their heyday” promoted
this idea. This seems to fit well in
our “culture of death” society when
everything is acceptable.

Can sins be forgiven without
going to Confession?

Yes, sins are forgiven when one
is sincerely repentant and has a
firm purpose of amendment.
However, we run the risk of only
feigning sorrow. No sin can be for-
given unless we are truly sorry. A
priest, trained in hearing confes-
sions, can help us achieve true
repentance. Only God can forgive
sins, but Jesus Christ has passed to
our priests in confession the power
to make us whole on His behalf.

When must we go to
Confession?

According to Church com-
mand, having reached the age of
reason, we are bound to  confess
serious sins at least once a year.
Anyone who is aware of having
committed a mortal sin must not
receive Holy Communion even if
he/she experiences deep sorrow
and sincere contrition.

What sins are considered serious
or mortal?

For a sin to be considered seri-
ous or mortal:

The sin must be a serious mat-
ter.

There must be sufficient reflec-
tion on its seriousness.

There must be full consent in
the committing of it.

An example of serious sins are
those listed in the Ten
Commandments or acts contrary to
Scripture or to the moral teachings
of the Church (i.e. murder, abor-
tion, artificial birth control, thiev-
ery, adultery, sodomy, fornication,
and slander). There are many more
that our confessor can help us
uncover. That is why it is most
important that we avail ourselves of
Confession.

Do we find confessing difficult?
It is difficult for many people to

face up to personal confession. This
is a natural thing, particularly if we
are known to the priest. Many
parishes have special Sacrament of
Reconciliation services prior to
Christmas and Easter wherein sev-
eral local priests are invited to
assist with the hearing of confes-
sion; this allows for a choice of
confessors.

Christ the King Penance
Service will be on December 12 at
7:00 p.m. There will be 12 priests
available for confession.

Good Neighbor
Recipe

submitted by Ann Seravo

1 Tongue that does not slander
1 Mind full of tolerance
2 Ears closed to gossip
2 Eyes overlooking other’s faults
2 Hands extended to help others
1 Heart generous and kind
1 Dash each of wit, smile, sunny

disposition & cheerfulness

Blend together the above ingredi-
ents. Form into one being, serve
generous portions to everyone you
meet daily

Trust in the Lord with all your
heart, and lean not unto your own
understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge Him and He will
direct your paths ...   (Proverbs
3:5-6)

————————————

F - Find the promise that most fits
your situation

A - Ask God, not wavering
I - Ignore the circumstances
T - Thank God
H- Hold fast to your confession of

faith 

by Lorelei Hollister 

Every year sometime in mid-
September two events occur very
close to each other that touch the
hearts of the people of Christ the
King. The first being the arrival of
Father Thomas Finley and the
Miraculous Novena Devotions and
the second which falls close on the
heels of the first event is our annu-
al St. Vincent de Paul Food Drive
Sunday.

This year
St. Vincent de
Paul Sunday
had an extra
special mean-
ing for the
members of
our Society
and, we hope,
for all parish-
ioners in that
the Society
was gifted
with a beauti-
ful icon that
hangs so invit-
ingly on the
west wall of

the Gathering Area. The icon is
entitled the Beggar Jesus and
exemplifies the belief that

Vincentians find Jesus in the faces
of the poor.

What is the relationship
between that belief and the parish-
ioners of Christ the King? It is real-
ly very simple because without the
generosity of so many wonderful
people in our parish we would be
unable to continue our work of
reaching out to the lonely and the
hungry to bring them the Good
News:  the love Jesus has for each
of us.

Each year on St. Vincent de
Paul Sunday the baskets are
brought from the Gathering Area
and placed at the foot of the altar
where you might say we beg for our
food. And you, the parishioners at
Christ the King, have never faltered
in answering our call.

The bringing of that food is
only the first step Vincentians make
as they knock at the door of some-
one making a request. Along with
the food we try to bring the mes-
sage of Jesus to those who need a
helping hand. We pray with them
and point out ways these suffering
individuals may learn to help them-
selves. Many times a gentle push
and some words of encouragement
is all that is needed to put the
bounce back into someone’s life.

We Vincentians need encour-
agement, too, and we are energized
by your spirit of giving year after
year on this very special Sunday.
We were also given an extra bonus
in that we had asked and had been
granted the privilege of being the
Ministry of the Week for St.
Vincent de Paul Sunday. 

Our speaker on this occasion
was Elizabeth Anne Daugharty, a
very young woman with a long his-
tory of being part of the St. Vincent
de Paul Society. Elizabeth Anne
began her Vincentian visits as a
very young child accompanying
her grandmother, Mickey Kenny,
bringing holiday baskets to the
needy. Through the years she has
made friends with many of these

folks and she is quick to say that
she has received far more back
from them than she could have ever
imagined. There are two elderly
sisters who look forward with great
anticipation each year for her holi-
day visits. Their faces light up with
joy as she enters their tiny apart-
ment. In her talk Elizabeth Anne
told you that she would never have
had this opportunity to meet and
understand how difficult it is for
some people if she were not a
Vincentian; and yet, despite their
problems she could see that they
had an unwavering faith and great
love for the Lord.

Elizabeth Anne’s desire is to
see more young people in the St.
Vincent de Paul Society and so do
the other members of our Society.
Age has taken its toll and an influx
of young people with their energy,
idealism, and enthusiasm is some-
thing greatly to be desired. Middle
age folks would be very nice, also. 

So, after reading this article,
give it some thought and, if you are
interested, we would be delighted
to see you on a Monday evening at
7:30 PM in the Rectory. 

“Whatever you do to the least
of my brothers that you do unto
me.”

St. Vincent de Paul Sunday
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“THE YEAR OF THE ROOSTER”
TET “2005”

by Bill Coppedge

On February 6 at the 2:00 p.m. Vietnamese Sunday Mass, the Vietnamese parishioners
celebrated their New Year or TET. The Mass and the music were both spoken and sung in
Vietnamese. Father Thanh described in English, to the English speaking parishioners, what
TET is and what it means. He described TET as a celebration of several things:  birthdays,
thanksgiving, reconciliation, and a memorial to pray for the celebrant’s deceased ancestors.
He told us  that the crowing of the rooster is meant to awaken us all and to remind us to be
faithful to our duties and responsibilities.

Besides the beautiful music, the altar was decorated very colorfully along with Father
Thanh’s vestments and the colorful costumes of the altar girls. Many in attendance wore
clothing representative of their native country. After Mass, a celebration was held in the
courtyard, including a dragon dance and a seemingly endless amount of very loud
firecrackers. The celebration then continued in the Parish Hall with Vietnamese food and
drink for everyone. There were a lot of families present with their young children enjoying
this festive occasion.

It was an enjoyable experience and if you’ve never been to a TET celebration, I
encourage you to attend this years event on January 28, 2006 at 2p.m. in the Church.

Join the Vietnamese Community on January 28, 2006
for the celebration of TET

The Year of the Dog
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by Katie Knowsit

Well, here we are again already
in the midst of the 2005-2006
Parish Council season with all sorts
of exciting plans and events that
will be forthcoming as the year
unfolds. 

Before getting on my horse and
rounding up our ministries, Katie
would like to give a hats off to all
the people of the parish who dug so
deeply into their pockets to make a
special contribution to the church’s
roof fund. Who would have thought
in April that this parish would have
raised almost $113,000.00 in such a
short time? Does that not say some-
thing wonderful about the people of
this parish! We only have about
$10,000 to go and will be over the
top!

We have so many outstanding
ministries at Christ the King Katie
does not know where to begin; but

one that stands out loud and clear at
the present time is the Fil-Am
Ministry headed up by Imogene
Praxedes and her marvelous crew
of helpers. The people of this min-
istry started off with a blast and
they haven’t stopped since. In one
short year of existence they have
given the people of Christ the King
the Barrio Fiesta and a garage sale,
offered us a combo meal in May,
and then in September they brought
us a dinner dance. Those of you
who attended the dinner dance
know firsthand that the Fil-Am
folks know how to throw a party.
And to top it off they presented a
check to the church for $2000.00.
Hats off to you also, Fil-Am
Ministry!

By the time this copy is in your
hands, Oktoberfest will have come
and gone, we will have turned the
corner on Thanksgiving, and will
be immersing ourselves in the

warmth and glow of the Christmas
season.

The members of the Parish
Council have been steadily work-
ing since August to plan events that
will bring us closer together as a
parish community.  Katie knows
that these ministries work really
hard to bring the people of this
parish a good mix of activities so
they cover at some point the entire
age spectrum. Keep in mind always
that these events are for you and
that the ministries’ greatest pleas-
ure would be to hear that you, the
parishioners found these events to
be fun, meaningful, and/or spiritu-
ally uplifting. 

Another ministry that Katie
would like to spotlight this month
is the Advent Tree Ministry as this
is the perfect example of the full
community of Christ the King
working together not for their own
benefit but to give joy to others.

Trudy Cameron and her amazing
volunteer team have been working
many months to see that the nurs-
ing homes and those in subsidized
housing have submitted the names
of the individuals who wish to be
on our gift list. After compiling the
names these ladies get together and,
with very nimble fingers, begin cut-
ting out the paper ornaments to be
hung on the tree for the congrega-
tion to choose the gift ornament
that most touches their heart.  This
is where our parishioners really
shine as the Gathering Area is liter-
ally heaped with gifts of every
description and size. Katie believes
that this undertaking each year per-
sonifies the true meaning of
Christmas. Gifts are given from the
heart with no expectations in return
except for that happy glow that
lingers on long after Christmas.
Believe me, Katie Knowsit.

Inside the Parish Council

See How They Love One Another

by Ray Walker

Persecution of Christians raged
on and off for most of the first 300
years of Christianity’s existence as
men, women and children were
herded day after day into the
Coliseum to be torn apart by savage
beasts in order to entertain the bar-
barous Roman citizens. A catch-
phrase came out of it all that has
survived down to our day- “See
how these Christians love one
another.”

Despite the tragedy and horror
spawned by Hurricane Katrina, this
same holy love was evident time
and time again during these terrible
trials too. While some people
behaved like animals as they looted
and shot at each other, there were
contrasting stories of many who
left a comfortable and safe exis-
tence to plunge into the nightmare
as they reached out to help those
less fortunate. The love of the Holy
Spirit which was so evident in 300
A.D. became visible again some
1700 years later in 2005.

What is even more amazing is
that this concern is not just being
demonstrated by persons near the
damaged area, those who have been
able to see the destruction and talk
to those who have lost everything -
no - many New Orleans resident
have left their ruined lives to go to
other places as far apart as
Colorado, California, Maine and
Florida and have met with all the
love they could wish for. One New
Orleans resident, Tony Bernard and
his wife Chenita, who left their
home just before Katrina struck to
settle in Jacksonville said,
“Everyone (in Jacksonville) he runs
into offers a helping hand.”

Large corporations in the New
Orleans area that may not be back
in operation for weeks are continu-
ing to pay the  salaries of their loyal
employees during their down time.
Employees of large inter-state com-
panies such as Stein Mart, Inc. who
have been re-located in areas far
away from their homes will be
given every opportunity for
employment in Stein Mart stores

wherever they are. These practices
have been repeated over and over
again by other similar corporations.

Schools everywhere are accept-
ing students who have had to move
into their area. All red tape has been
eliminated. Here at Christ the King
our volunteer, Patrice Pruitt has
been instrumental in enrolling three
families of children who have lost
everything and moved into our area
to stay with friends and relatives.
The children were accepted in
Christ the King School with a
waiver of tuition. Other volunteers
have provided uniforms, lunch
money, gift cards and various
necessities for the families. Two of
the families have since moved
again out of our area but the third
remains and is being well taken
care of.

William Beitz, the Diocesan
Director of Catholic Charities, put
me in touch with his employees,
one of whom, Sharon Covert, told
me of hundreds of families their
office has helped just in our own
little area of the country, providing

food, shelter, clothing or any other
necessity of life. She told me of the
many who have come forward
offering their financial assistance
and of one man who gave $100,000
on condition he remain anony-
mous. I personally know of a simi-
lar incident in one of the smallest
parishes in the Diocese. A collec-
tion was taken up at Church and
given to Catholic charities for
Katrina relief victims. This collec-
tion only totaled $3,200 but I know
of one family who gave $1,000 of
this, themselves. Can you imagine
the rewards these people are going
to get in heaven?

Every day for weeks after
Katrina struck stories similar to
these from all over the country
have appeared in our local papers.
The love people have manifested
for total strangers has been evident
for all the world to see. Maybe in a
country like ours where many reli-
gious denominations exist, it is
time for a new catch-phrase - “SEE
HOW THESE AMERICANS
LOVE ONE ANOTHER.”
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We Are Family!
by Harriet E. Hughes
Member of The King’s Choir &
Adult Handbell Choir

Some of the parishioners at
Christ the King, but not all mind
you, will recall Mama’s Family,
Father Knows Best, Leave it to
Beaver, the Brady Bunch and
Cheaper by the Dozen (some of the
parishioners will probably be
familiar with the current remake of
the latter). All of the above have
one very important factor in

common – they all revolve around
families. Webster’s dictionary
defines “family” as “the basic unit
in society having as its nucleus two
or more adults living together and
cooperating in the care and rearing
of their own or adopted children”.
This is probably the definition that
most of us can identify with
particularly in light of our own
immediate families. However,
Webster’s also describes “family”
as “a group of people united by
certain convictions (as of religion
or philosophy): Fellowship.” The
“choir family” would certainly fall
within this definition. 

The current head of the “choir
family” arrived at Christ the King a
little over ten years ago in the
person of Dr. Bernard “Bernie”
Sans. Bernie had been displaced
from his “family” at St. Matthias in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin and came to
Florida seeking a new family. In
September of 1994, Bernie began
recruiting members for his choir.
Each potential member arrived not
knowing what to expect from this
“Dr. Sans”. All we knew about the
new director at that time was that
he had to be quite proficient in his
chosen field because he had
obtained a doctorate in music.

What concerned us most was
that the new director was first and
foremost a “Yankee” and would
have to be reconstructed. When
meeting his new choir members,
Dr. Sans presented each with a list
of rules which were to be strictly
adhered to by one and all. At the
top of the list was the rule “The
choir director is always right – even
when he is wrong.” Wonder what

all that meant? Choir members read
through the long list of rules but
committed the first one to memory.
The list of rules is still in effect
today or at least Rule #1 is used
constantly. 

Our choir family (with the
closeness of a “real family”) was
beginning to form under the able
leadership of the then “undergoing
reconstruction” Dr. Bernie Sans.
Since Dr. Sans came to us speaking
several languages fluently, he
readily adapted to speaking

“drawl” rather quickly. (He is so
fluent in “drawl” that he announced
recently that the plural of “y’all is
“all y’alls”). About the time we felt
Dr. Sans had been truly
“southernized,” he began to turn
the tables on us as he changed the
entire English language. We were
told to strike through all of the r’s
in words. “Never” thus became
“neve” – pronounced “nevah.”
Ever was “eve” – pronounced evah.
We could do that or at least attempt
to anyway but this was just the
beginning. We found that we had
lots to learn.

In time, the choir family began
to steadily grow in number and a
real closeness with one another was
felt. Members began to hear sounds
that they had never heard before.
Choir rehearsals consisted of lots
of warm ups using weird sounding
words from ooh, loo, lah, to zoo
and zah. However, “You who”
began to sound more like “You
who” and not “Yoohoo…” and
“great fruit” no longer sounded like
“grapefruit”. New music was
introduced but oftentimes with
very strange names. “Eagles
Wings” by Michael Joncas is still
affectionately referred to as
“Chicken Feathers” in our choir
family. 

Following the terrorist attack
on September 11, 2001, the choir
was faced with the unfathomable
task of presenting music which
could provide comfort and a sense
of well being to very distraught
people – the parish family. The
choir family had to convince all
those listening that the King had
not gone anywhere and that calm

would one day be restored. The
Christ the King Adult Choir led the
congregation in singing “America
the Beautiful” and the church
vibrated as one and all joined in
singing “America, America, God
shed His grace on thee!” It was
obvious to all within hearing range
that the people actually believed
the words they were praying in
song. 

The choir rehearses every
Wednesday night for two hours
from August to May (during the

summer “hiatus” choir
rehearsals commence
at 7 PM but last only
one hour and
sometimes less). On
Sundays the choir
meets in the Sacred
Heart Chapel thirty
minutes before the
assigned Mass in order
to warm up voices and
musical instruments.
Rehearsals always
begin with special
prayers. Current needs
of the choir family, the
parish or parishioners
are remembered. Hard
work is balanced with
warmth and laughter –
lots of both – that’s

what families do. Some choir
members travel long distances in
order to participate and I am certain
that numerous sacrifices are made
by the majority of other choir
members as well. During Lent, one
particular choir member arrives at
Christ the King in the early
afternoon, assists in the preparation
and serving of fish dinners and then
still finds the time and energy to
attend rehearsals (although
sometimes lacking in the energy
part).

Indeed, choir members at
Christ the King do consider
themselves part of a rather large
“family” who gather together at
least twice a week or even more
often especially around Christmas
and certainly at Easter. As with
other “families”, they celebrate all
of the major holidays together
along with numerous special events
such as the choir concert in

conjunction with our Parish’s 50th
anniversary, vespers, and other
ceremonies or services relegated
through our beloved Pastor or the
Diocese or at the request of other
churches in the immediate area. On
special days such as Thanksgiving,
4th of July, etc., choir members
attending Mass will often be seen
sitting in the choir section of the
church or at the very least quite
near the piano and organ.

The choir family is “a group of
people united by certain
convictions (as of religion or
philosophy)” and insofar as this
particular choir family is
concerned, a love of the Catholic
Church, Christ the King Church,
serving God and giving glory to
God with music – they are
answering the call to return to God
a portion of their time and talent.
The choir family at Christ the King
feels especially blessed with the
head of that choir family. Dr.
Bernie Sans is not only as
knowledgeable as we knew he had
to be when he arrived here over ten
years ago, but he has further been
blessed with a great sense of
humor, a deep sense of spirituality
and lots of - patience (not really but
he told me I had to say that). Choir
members were dubbed by none
other than our beloved Father Carr
as “Sansinettes”. Bernie, your
Sansinettes love you and thank
God every day that you belong to
Christ the King.

In the words of the song we
hear so often “With God as our
Father, we are family…Let us walk
with each other, in peace and
harmony.” Get that last word –
“harmony” – that’s what the choir
does – they add harmony. Please
come join us. We would truly love
to have you. There is a great need
for more family members in the CK
Choir – join us – you will be glad
you did! If you do not feel you have
a singing voice but still love music,
think about joining the Christ the
King Handbell Choir – folks call
the ringers Ding-A-Lings but they
are not insulted. Talk to Dr. Sans
and let him find a place for you in
our choir family.

Retreat Day for Women
Sabbath Time - Sacred Time - Soul Time

Presented  by Sister Paula Hagen, O.S.B., 
National Director of MOMS
Saturday, January 14, 2006

Saint Luke’s Catholic Church
Middleburg, FL

Registration-8:00 a.m. Closing Prayer-4:30 p.m.
Cost $25.00

Includes Continental breakfast and lunch
Information - Call Linda Bosford 291-0531
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Reflecting Back and Beyond Christ the King
An Interview with former parish-
ioner, Leroy Garvin, as requested
by CTK pastor,  Fr. Thanh Nguyen

Leroy, what year did you first
come to Christ the King, how did
you come to choose it as your
parish?

In 1996, Dorothy Boyd and I
came to the Jacksonville area from
New Orleans with job transfers. We
had tried several other parishes in
the area. Monsignor Danaher was
here at the time and to us, it seemed
that Christ the King was much
friendlier than the other parishes
we had visited. We felt this was a
parish in which we could actively
participate.

What parish ministry did you
first join and why?

Well, Dorothy and I had been in
charge of a singles group of 1,000+
members, back in New Orleans.
There was no such organization at
Christ the King at the time. Father
Baker, (now Bishop Baker)
allowed us to go before the Parish
Council and present our ideas on
starting a Single and Single Again
ministry. Dorothy and I started out
as president and vice president of
that ministry and remained in those
positions until October of 1999.
The ministry, under our leadership
and cooperation of the parish, grew
from two to being the number one
Singles Ministry in the area. The
group held many activities and
joined with other singles groups
from other churches. We started
hosting dances at the Knight of
Columbus building on Hendricks
Avenue. We had an interest in the
St. Vincent de Paul Society (StVdP)
and I accompanied one of the mem-
bers on some home visitations. We
decided that some of the proceeds
from the Single and Single Again
dances would go to the Society. I

also was one of the first staff mem-
bers on the Courier.

Leroy, although Dorothy was a
Catholic when you came to
Christ the King, you were not.
How did you come to the decision
that you wanted to become a
Catholic?

You might say that it was by
being exposed to Catholicism. I had
been attending Mass with Dorothy.
The Singles and Single Again
Ministry attended Mass as a group
on Sundays at Christ the King. I
became very seriously ill and was
hospitalized for a lengthy stay.
Father Carey and Father Thanh
made frequent visits to me while I
was in intensive care, as well as my
Vincentian friend. I have been told
by my friend that there was a noted
change or improvement whenever
the priests would visit. I made the
decision to be baptized by Father
Thanh, while in the ICU. Jean Sell
stood in as proxy for my friend,
Barbara Hanuscin, who became my
God Mother.

Since your health improved in
Ohio, what have you been doing
since leaving Christ the King?

You know, I like to stay
involved. I have been serving on
the Advisory Council of Blenden
Township Seniors Center. Dorothy
Boyd and I spoke to our Deacon at
St. Elizabeth’s Church in
Columbus, Ohio about getting a St.
Vincent de Paul conference started,
who assisted us with this. Dorothy
was the first President of the con-
ference for a three-year term and
also served as District President for
two years. I took over October 1,
2005, as Conference President and
as District President of nine
Conferences of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society.

Leroy, please tell us a little more
about your StVdP activities.

Our conferences do home visi-
tations much as the Christ the King
conference does. All our confer-
ence members are very active.
They visit nursing homes, run a
food pantry, and give out bus pass-
es and gas cards. Last year we dis-
tributed 25 donated Christmas trees
to needy families. Last winter our
conference gave out over 600 pairs
of socks, 300 pairs of gloves, and
over 300 coats to help folks keep
warm. Our conference also distrib-
uted over $4,000.00 worth of furni-
ture that had been donated. We
served approximately 60 people at
each of our Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinners, Easter break-
fasts, and two other breakfasts we
sponsored. There are two things in
which I believe in. First, I believe
it’s important we visit the people
face to face in their own home situ-
ation. Second, I would rather not
write checks to organizations other
than the of St. Vincent de Paul
Society. 

Are you currently working on
any particular project of a large
scale?

Well, the refrigerator truck that
is used for transporting the sand-
wiches for St. Lawrence Haven, is
always breaking down. The price
tag on the new truck is $34,000.00.
I suggested that, if each of the 55
conferences sent some money to
the truck fund, we might be able to
replace that old truck. We drafted a
letter and enclosed a self addressed,
stamped envelope to each of the
conferences. On the first go around,
we received approximately
$12,000.00. We repeated the efforts
several months later and now have
approximately $25,000.00 ear-
marked for the truck fund and are
closer to achieving the goal.

Leroy, you mentioned that you
came to Christ the King from
New Orleans. With the Katrina
disaster, do you have ties down
there still and what do you know
of that situation?

I have spoken with the
President and Executive Director of
Vincentians in that area. All three
stores and offices were flooded and
were looted. I also have personal
friends who have lost everything.
The Society in New Orleans has set
up a temporary office in Baton
Rouge. We plan to assist them
directly when they get back to us
with their specific needs.

Leroy, what have you noted as an
improvement since your visit
with us at Christ the King?

The new Stewardship Resource
Book is very nicely done. It’s a
great reference for parishioners old
and new.

Leroy, you have stayed in contact
through issues of the Courier and
in communicating with your
many friends in Jacksonville and
particularly at Christ the King.
What are some of the things you
have missed aside from the
friends?

Oh, I miss Bernie’s organ music
and the Bell Choir. We have a piano
at St. Elizabeth’s and have a won-
derful choir, but I do miss the organ
music.

Thank you, Leroy. Christ the
King misses you and Dorothy.

Leroy Garvin - Dorothy Boyd
1013 South Hempstead Road
Westerville, Ohio 43081
614-865-0529  -
LEROY41@Columbusrr.com

Stewardship Saints
by D. Scobie

One sunny morning, I was very
surprised to see Emma Duncan
repainting the Stations of the Cross
outside the rectory while her hus-
band, Vernon, watched. Talk about
your time commitment!
Apparently, Emma regularly touch-
es up the stations located on the
grounds. And according to Vernon

“all the housework was done and
the beds had been made, so this
was next on the To Do List.”

November is when the parish-
ioners are reminded of their com-
mitment of time, talent and treasure
here at Christ the King Church. Fr.
Thanh was so impressed by her
time and talent he mentioned her
efforts during the Mass!
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M.O.M.S. Halloween Party
Trick or Treat!

Boo !!

Thank you M.O.M.S. for a terrific party
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LITURGY

Altar Servers 
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained, they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact Diane
Longenecker, 642-5168.

“Extraordinary” 
Eucharistic Ministers
As an “Extraordinary” minister of
the Eucharist during the Mass you
would be asked to join the priest at
the altar, partake in communion and
help the priest distribute communion
to the congregation.  Candidates are
chosen by the Pastor as rec-
ommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish.. Nancy
Chapman, coordinator, 731-5724. 

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish Ministries
who want to bring the gifts to the altar
during Mass.  Suzy Ludwig, 724-8485.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Readers 
A Lector does the readings and the
Prayer of the Faithful at Mass. If you
would like to be a reader, call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan, call Nick
Debs, 744-8749.

Visitation of the Sick
“Extraordinary” ministers bring the
Eucharist to the homebound or hos-
pitalized. John Porter, 721-0489.

HOSPITALITY

Coffee & Donuts
Call Al Martin at 744-4302 to help
greet and serve after 7 and 9 AM

Masses. Great way to meet
newcomers and parishioners.

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to attend
the same Mass every week. They are
requested to wear a navy blue jacket and
to assist the  celebrant as needed.  Howard
Sell, 642-5079.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the Liturgies.
Debbie Scobie, 723-3977.

Art & Environment Planning
Committee
Decorating the church and Gathering
Area, during different seasons of the
Church. Contact Terri Vogelsang, 744-
6310, on how you can help.

Beautification Grounds Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet the
third Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.-
noon, in the church parking lot by the
fountain.  Come  join us in beautifying His
yard.  Robin Allison , 641-2318.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers staff the gift shop before and
after Sunday Masses. Maureen McCook,
642-2725.

Sunday Childcare 
For 9:00 a.m. Mass
Christ the King Childcare for your 1-4-
year-old child in the Child Care Center.
Free of charge. Care is provided by
parents and those students (13+) who wish
to obtain service hours. Must be willing to
be fingerprinted. Call Deborah Ethridge,
696-9726  to help.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Eucharistic Adoration
We need people who are willing to sign up
for one hour a week so that someone is
praying all during the day. Adoration is in
the Sacred Heart Chapel, Monday-Friday,
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call Claretta
Lamusga, 743-9998. 

Nocturnal Eucharistic Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each month
from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are eight
groups who rotate their hour each month.
If you would like to join us in this prayer
ministry, call Paul Ghiotto, 727-5040.

Prayer Network
One of our most rewarding ministries -
praying for others in need - spiritual, health
related, and other. Call Peggy Mills, 646-
9417.

GENERAL

ACT
(Arlington Churches Together)
This new ministry is out to clean-up
Arlington. Call Dick & LeRoss
Hulcher at 721-3286.

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces
of people at Christmas. Those who
share time and talent in this ministry
help put up the Advent Tree with
special paper ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, and
return the ornament with the gift
attached to it. Volunteers are needed
to help distribute the gifts to nursing
homes, orphanages, etc, call Trudy
Cameron, 724-0511.

Blood Drive 
Twice a year Christ the King Church,
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance, holds a blood drive, call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.

Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our eight
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each

month at 7 p.m. We welcome new
members.  Betty Kuehl, 641-7970.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by doctors, registered nurses,
and ancillary support people. They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m., call Willie Blaquiere, 744-
6792.
Christ the King Courier 
Interested in publishing a
newspaper? We need  desktop
publishers, typists, proof-readers,
reporters,   photographers, etc. We
meet on  Wednesdays in the rectory
at 7 p.m. Judy, 724-0080.

Elizabeth Ministry
This ministry deals with the joys,
sorrows and challenges of life during
the childbearing years and beyond. It
includes pregnancy/pregnancy com-
plications, birth, infant/child crisis,
special needs, miscarriage, stillbirth
and infant or child death. Call Wendi,
724-5579. 

Fil-Am 
Call Imogene Praxedes at 737-4034
to find out more about this ministry.

Finance Committee
Committee members selected by the
pastor. Their work on the council
should be considered a ministry with
a commitment to stewardship.
Contact Father Thanh Thai Nguyen.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct new homes,  call Bill
Damato, 998-1417.

Legion of Mary
Men and women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. James Scott, 642-0059.

Ministry of Hope
If you have lost a loved one you
know the anguish and suffering that
goes with that loss. Others have been
through this same trauma. The
Ministry of Hope brings those who
have suffered and those who are
suffering together. Call Sue, 221-
7143.

M.O.M.S.  
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer, dis-
cussions, and friendships among
women of all ages. Deborah
Ethridge, 696-9726.

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of
its mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Rectory. Call John
Klinkenberg, 724-5579. It is made
up of representatives (President,
Chairperson or Facilitator) from
each ministry in the Parish, as well
as representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School,
Christ the King Daycare, Athletic
Association, Scouts, Knights of
Columbus, Marriage Encounter,
Sponsor Couples, and Wedding
Coordinator. Elections are held
every two years to elect a President,
vice-president, secretary-recording,
and secretary- clerical from the body
of representatives.

Parish Nurse 
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer
their time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish,
call Barbara, 724-1776.

Queens and Kings (age 50+)
Our lively senior citizens socialize on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:30-
4 p.m., September through June. Do
come to enjoy! Call William Campbell,
724-3777.

from the desk of 
Frank Japour

“What is that annoying
chirping… surely not the alarm
already…where did the night go? I
only just went to sleep.  Oh well,
time to take on the day.” Up and at
‘em with a few stretching
exercises, don the ole jogging
shoes and out the door. The cool
morning air is invigorating and in a
minute or so the joints quit com-
plaining and the gulps for air
transform into a rhythmic breathing

pattern. “YES!” I manage to stave
off the ravages of an aging body for
yet another day - thank you James
Fix. 

The uninitiated, James Fix is
generally considered the father of
our modern day cultural love affair
with the jogging passion. Instead of
jogging let’s substitute cycling,
roller blading, swimming, golf,
pilates, the “Y”, or other gym-spa
fitness center. In one or more of the
many variations we generally tend
to identify as “members” of this or
that discipline, and for the most
part we are consistently dedicated
to carving out enough time from
our hectic daily schedules to
maintain a semblance of physical
well-being. OK, pleasantly
sweating and back to the
shower…boy does that feel good,
and off we go to the chaos of the
day…kids to school, engineer the
house, groceries, professional
work, kids to ball games,
gymnastics, cheerleading practice,
here, there, and home - sweet
home. Dinner, homework, “family

hour,” and off to bed. Chirp, chirp,
chirp…ugh! Any of this sounding
familiar? If not, you probably have
grandchildren, and even then you
will most likely find “membership”
somewhere among these variants,
and certainly so if I include the
doctor’s office. Physical health, oh
so important. In fact, it is so
important that we routinely devote
our allotted years trying to
maintain it.

“Wha… where am I? Who are
you?”  Jesus???? “What do you
mean, ‘who did I bring with me?’
Oh Jesus!!!!  “Well, you know that
I took my family to church most
Sundays, and always at Christmas
and Easter. We prayed every
day…well, most days anyway, and
always when we needed you. Yes, I
know that we were not always on
time for Mass and we often were
out the door before the priests, but
I tried to teach my children to love
You.” “Well, if I was late for work
as often as I was late for Mass you
know I couldn’t have kept my job.
And yes, I always made my

mortgage payments on time, even
though it was tight sometimes but,
hey, I usually put a buck or two in
the collection basket too.”
Eternity? “Guess I truly really
never seriously thought about
it…until now?”

Your ‘Bride?…you mean the
Church? “Whew, well you know I
was a member…thank God, and
You of course.” Sacraments?
“Sure, we were married in the
church and our kids were baptized
Catholics. I went to Communion…
sometimes.” Confession? “I
thought You knew what was on my
heart without me having to tell a
priest? Oh, You are the priests.
Well, no, I never really considered
that being a member of Your
Church required more than merely
showing up for the occasional
Sunday, offering an occasional
tithe, or teaching my children that
they should spend at least as much

. . . . . tick, tick, tick, tick,
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Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a morn-
ing/afternoon/all day Monday thru
Friday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.. Different
positions available: receptionist, cler-
ical, computer operator. Call the
Rectory at 724-0080.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives by sup-
porting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair in November, or con-
tact Jim Middleton, 743-3953.

St Vincent de Paul 
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals, and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m.- noon,
Monday through Friday, call 724-
8442.

Sponsor Couples
Married couples needed to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Jim and Mary Ann
Middleton, 743-3953.

Stewardship Committee
A committee appointed by the pastor,  
oversees the Time, Talent and
Treasure (TTT) program. Call Peter
House at 725-1097.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program (usu-
ally in July) for children ages 4-11
years to help deepen their faith and
involvement in the Christian commu-
nity. Fun for everyone. Call Jennifer
McAnally, 220-9832.

Vincentians
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For informa-
tion on how to become a Vincentian,
call 807-7233, ext #1, and leave a
message.

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
For information contact Isabelle
Fusco, 724-5186 or read your bul-
letin for the next meeting date, place,
and time.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Adult Education Committee
Committee to develop and imple-
ment an Adult Education program for
the parish. Program sessions are held
twice a year before Faith Sharing
Small Groups begin and are meant to
enhance faith sharing. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662.

Emmaus - Young Adults
Young adults (18-39) coming togeth-
er in fellowship and to learn more
about their faith. Call Jennifer
Webster, 564-2378.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings, Scripture and current
events that effect our Catholic faith
contact Alick Hardie, 745-5971.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call James
Scott, 642-0059.

Religious Education for Students
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held August -May in the
school on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Certified teachers are always wel-
come to apply, and volunteers are
needed on a regular basis. Call
Lucille Guzzone, 724-9617.

AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys 6-12th grade. Meet
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.,  in the Scout Hut, call
Fred Gardner, 720-0297

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in pro-
viding youth ministry through the
scouting program.  Meets four times
a year; organizes and implements
“Catholic Camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided, call
Donna, 641-0698/John 744-6573.

Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth ath-
letics provide valuable lessons in cit-
izenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a CKAA sport, call Tim
Johnson, 727-7487.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in grades 1 - 5. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut, call
Dan Sanford, 696-7646

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ, call Carl, 724 -8485.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in one of the
church halls after school or in the
evenings, call Becky Schroeder, 805-
0204.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner, and cleaning up the kitchen,
call Ann  and Steve Franklin, 745-
0627.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus
Council 4727. They help/support the
Knights.  Meetings are in the Knights
of Columbus Hall on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 p.m.
Call Shirley Mosley, 744-9522.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism. If you are a practicing
Catholic man,  at least 18 yrs. old,
and interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Dennis Scobie,723-3977.

L ’ Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and
assistants, building community sup-
port and awareness to the needs and
gifts of the disabled members of the
L’ Arche Harbor House family, call
Patrick Mayhew, 721-5992.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising, contact Theresa Little, 724-
7239.

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Stephanie Chinault. The
school has many needs for volunteers
on a daily, weekly, and  monthly
basis. The school seeks assistance in
the office, cafeteria, library, and clin-
ic. Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners,
room mothers, and speakers. Help
with the  yearly golf tournament is
also needed, call 724-2954.

TEEN PROGRAM

LIFE TEEN PROGRAMS, 
425-4215

Director: Christina Davis 

THE EDGE - Pre-Teen
This youth program is designed to
minister to boys and girls 6-8 grades
of all faiths from uniquely Catholic
base. Call Christina, 425-4215.

LIFE TEEN 
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist. Meet
Sunday for 5:00 p.m.Mass. LIFE
Night (fellowship) afterwards. Call
Christina, 425-4215.

LIFE TEEN - CORE TEAM &
LIFE GOES ON
Over 18, have a love for teens, and
are not currently a parent of a teen?
Call Christina, 425-4215, for more
information on meeting times.

LIFE Support
Any adults, parents, relatives, neigh-
bors, etc. interested in supporting the
LIFE TEEN program. Membership is
open to all. Activities are creative,
fun, exciting, and diverse, call
Stephanie Henry, 642-5754

Music for LIFE
Any adult with advanced musical
skills who is willing to help put
teens’ faith, feeling and thoughts
about God into words through song
and praise. Call Phil, 398-1961.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

Marriage Renewal
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez, 721-0012

Pre Cana/ Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming work-
shops and weekends, call 308-7474

Wedding Coordinator
Terri is the one to call to answer
questions regarding decorating the
church for your wedding. She also
assists the priests in wedding
rehearsals. Please call Terri
Vogelsang, 744-6310. 

Share your
Time & Talent 

Volunteer

tick, tick
time in a personal relationship with
You as we spent at the gym …until
now.” ( Note to reader: Feel free to
substitute the physical regimen of
your practice).

“Now it is required of Stewards
that they be found trustworthy.”

1 Corinthians 4:2  

God has given you everything, of
which you are his steward, includ-
ing your children (grandchildren).
Is it more important to teach them
by your example the value of time
commitment to preserve physical
prowess, or is it more important to
teach them by your example the
Divine imperatives of the commit-
ment necessary to attain eternity
with Christ,  as a  fully partici-
pating  member of  the Church,
His ‘Bride.?’ …tick, tick, tick.
By the way, James Fix died on the
roadside of a heart attack at the ripe
old age of 51.

Catechetical Sunday

by Lucille Guzzone

Every year parishes in the
Diocese of Saint Augustine cele-
brate Catechetical Sunday. It is the
day when catechists, who are
teachers of church doctrine, are
commissioned by their pastor. This
year the event took place on
September 18, 2005. Christ the
King Church selected the 9:00 a.m.
Mass for the event. Catechists in
our parish include teachers in

Christ the King School, instructors
in the Religious Education Program
for Children, facilitators of RCIA,
Beyond Sunday (adult education),
Bible study, Small Faith Sharing
Groups, and Vacation Bible School.

The catechists met in the
Shirley David Hall just before
Mass to receive their certificates
and  then processed into the Church
as a group sitting in a reserved sec-
tion at the front of the church. The
readers for the special Mass were

Stephanie Chinault, school princi-
pal, Lucille Guzzone, DRE, and
James Scott, of RCIA. After the
homily, Father Thanh called the
catechists to the altar where he
commissioned them. The congre-
gation applauded the group before
they returned to their seats.

Many thanks go to Judy
Koziolek who prepared the lovely
certificates and took part in organ-
izing the event.
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The Best Laid Plans!!
by Londa Paladini

All was in readiness –  plans
had been in the works for weeks to
make the Parish Picnic something
that everyone could enjoy. This
was the first of what is hoped to be
many family events sponsored by
the Parish Council. There were
going to be games of all sorts, not
just for the young but for all ages.
What would a 4th of July picnic be
without a sack race or a good game
of horseshoes? We all know that
there are aficionados of Bocci ball
and a court was in readiness for that
purpose. We mustn’t forget the egg
toss or the water balloons and there
were plans afoot also for a good old
fashion softball challenge. But as
the saying goes man proposes and
God disposes
especially in
s u m m e r t i m e
Florida when a
storm can rise
up faster than a
NASA rocket.

The picnic
was going to
begin after the
5:00 PM Mass
on Saturday
a f t e r n o o n .
Driving into the
parking area one
could see balloons of all colors
scattered about in strategic areas
giving everyone a clue that this was
not your ordinary Saturday after-
noon Mass. Unfortunately accom-
panying the blowing balloons was
an ominous sky, which did not
bode well for the picnic.

It wasn’t long for those who
were inside the church for Mass to
hear the first growls of thunder
which were soon followed by you
know what. Those who had pre-
pared so hard for this event surely
felt a sinking feeling as the rains
continued throughout the service.
But knowing the quality people at
Christ the King it should not sur-

prise you readers to learn that the
organizers of this event already had
prepared for what was happening
right at that moment.

So who needs an outdoor picnic
when you could enjoy a wonderful
indoor one, dry and safe inside the
Parish Hall? When the parishioners
made their way over to the Hall
they found it to be brightly decorat-
ed with- what else- a multitude of
balloons and brightly colored, fes-
tive tablecloths! And nothing could
prevent the serving of the tradition-
al 4th of July fare of hot dogs, ham-
burgers, beans, and potato salad
and best of all –– no ants, mosqui-
toes, or assorted bugs! The writer
would be remiss not to mention that
there was also the traditional
lemonade- pink; it was just what

the doctor
ordered to chase
away those
rainy day blues.

The best
part of all
though were the
people of Christ
the King who
supported this
event when they
could have
stayed home
and avoided the
rain. The smiles

and good cheer were evident to all.
In fact, everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves so much that there was
no haste to leave but instead they
found this a wonderful time to
linger and chat with friends and
neighbors. 

It might not have been the pic-
nic that the Parish Council had
planned but, if you were to ask the
people that were there, you would
get a hefty thumbs-up in the good
times rating category.

The fire works are now stored,
along with the equipment for the
games, just waiting for the right
time to say:  Christ the King Picnic
coming to your parish! Be ready.

Christ the King Annual Advent Tree

The elves have been busy making colorful 
ornaments to represent the various organizations

that will benefit from your gifts this Christmas
Pick out your ornaments during Advent

Please be generous as you have been in the past

Subject:
The Wooden Bowl

submitted by Father Perko

I guarantee you will remember
the tale of the Wooden Bowl
tomorrow, a week from now, a
month from now, a year from now.

A frail old man went to live
with his son, daughter-in-law, and
four-year old grandson. The old
man’s hands trembled, his eyesight
was blurred, and his step faltered.
The family ate together at the table.

But the elderly grandfather’s
shaky hands and failing sight made
eating difficult. Peas rolled off his
spoon onto the floor. When he
grasped the glass, milk spilled on
the tablecloth.

The son and daughter-in-law
became irritated with the mess.
“We must do something about
Father,” said the son. “I’ve had
enough of his spilled milk and
noisy eating, and food on the
floor.”

So the husband and wife set a
small table in the corner. There,
Grandfather ate alone while the rest
of the family enjoyed dinner. Since
Grandfather had broken a dish or
two, his food was served in a
wooden bowl.

When the family glanced in
Grandfather’s direction, sometimes
he had a tear in his eye as he sat
alone. Still, the only words the cou-
ple had for him were sharp admoni-
tions when he dropped a fork or
spilled food.

The four-year old watched it all
in silence.

One evening before supper, the
father noticed his son playing with
wood scraps on the floor. He asked
the child sweetly, “What are you
making?”

Just as sweetly, the boy
responded, “Oh, I am making a lit-
tle bowl for you and mama to eat
your food in when I grow up” the
four-year-old smiled and went back
to work.

The words so struck the parents
that they were speechless. Then
tears started to stream down their
cheeks. Though no word was spo-
ken, both knew what must be done.

That evening the husband took
Grandfather’s hand and gently led
him back to the family table. For
the remainder of his days he ate
every meal with the family. And for
some reason, neither husband nor
wife seemed to care any longer
when a fork was dropped, milk
spilled, or the tablecloth soiled.

RCIA
2005 — 2006

by Darlene O’Neal

RCIA began on August 31 with
three weeks of inquiry classes. The
regular sessions began September
28 and will extend through April
19, 2006. During this time, candi-
dates and catechumens will experi-
ence the call and desire to give
away the gift they receive in the
RCIA through expressions of serv-
ice and charity. They will be
encouraged to become socially
active through one or more of the
many  ministries at Christ the King.
During this period of time, the can-
didates and catechumens are wel-
comed  and introduced to the teach-
ings and traditions of the Catholic
Church. The RCIA program brings
about initiation into the Church
through the process of spiritual
growth.  Weekly sessions are spent
in discussion where they learn to
pray, reflect, serve and grow spiri-
tually.

Remembering the catechumens
in prayer, greeting them at Mass,

inviting them to other parish func-
tions, or perhaps just sitting in on
some of the RCIA sessions are
ways to show encouragement to
our future family members.

On  October 12, Charlie
Conner, one of the class of 2005,
was confirmed and welcomed into
the Christ the King family. He and
his wife, Tammy, also had their
marriage blessed by Father Thanh.
It was a beautiful ceremony in the
Sacred Heart Chapel with all of this
year’s class and the RCIA team
members and sponsors in atten-
dance. A small reception was given
for Charlie afterward in the Shirley
David Hall.  A cake was appropri-
ately inscribed, “Welcome Home,
Charlie.”

This year’s  RCIA team con-
sists of director James Scott,  team
members John Anderson, Roz
Balsam, Mary Rouse, Norma
Landers, Berry Landers, Kevin
Wolfe, Louie O’Neal, Micah
Ethridge, Mitch Gable, and
Darlene O’Neal.
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Christmas Morning
Miles MacEachern

There’s no one else out on the street today.
At five a.m. there almost never is.
So cool and calm running like this,

just you and me, Lord, a good time to pray.

Hey, look, in Ed’s driveway, a brand new car
Sticker’s still on the window. Oh, My God!

Excuse me, but that car sure cost a lot.
They must be doing better than we are.

But no, You know, Ed’s son is not so well.
They say he may not walk again, but then

Someone we know could change that, if and
when

it was His Will.  I hope so.  Time will tell.

Okay, I get it Lord.  I’ll shut up now.
You run the world.  I’ll just run to the house.

It’s getting light.  The sun is coming out.
My kids are up.  I can’t wait to see how

They jump up and down and holler that way
When they open their boxes of toys.

Thanks for the run, and thanks for my wife
and my boys.

See You in Mass, Jesus, Happy Birthday!

If You Can Read This
YouWeren’t Aborted

by Nick Klepac

You are either for or against
abortion.  Of course, some trendy
people try to walk the gray line by
saying abortion should be allowed
under special circumstances.
When did God say murder was
allowed?  Do the Ten
Commandments say, “Thou shalt
not kill; except when...”?  Sadly,
we have advanced so far
scientifically, that anyone can
commit murder of an unborn child
by taking a pill in the privacy of her
own home; no fuss, no mess.

The Catholic Church teaches
that life begins at the time of
conception.  A mother’s egg and a
father’s sperm come together, and
immediately begin to split into
many cells forming a human being.
Some people say that life doesn’t

begin until the baby leaves the
womb.  Yet the baby’s heart beats,
fingers curl, and feet kick, pain is
felt.  If a baby is born premature,
we spend millions keeping it alive;
yet, the same mother can have a
partial birth abortion on the same
baby and no one says anything.
Some people think a baby inside
the womb, which is dependent on
the mother, constitutes non-life.
Aren’t children dependent on their
mothers until they leave home and
then aren’t they a part of their lives
forever?

People justify this murder of
the unborn by saying it is the
woman’s choice; after all, it is her
body.  What about the baby’s body;
doesn’t the unborn have a say?
They aren’t responsible for the
mother’s mistakes; they are
considered the mistake!  Must they

OPINION
die because the parents weren’t
careful?  What if your mother said
it was an inconvenience to give
birth to you?  What if your mother
decided to get rid of you after you
were born, that would be okay,
wouldn’t it?  No, society calls that
child abandonment!  Funny how
the same society says it is okay if
she abandons you before you were
born.  A man kills a pregnant
woman and gets charged with two
homicides.  Yet, she can kill the
same baby, and it is legal.

Today, with the introduction of
the RU-468 pill, your mother’s
decision to abandon you is even
easier.  She can take a couple of
pills and you become a statistic.
Now she doesn’t have to think
about it.  If she wakes up with a
hangover, she takes an aspirin.  If
she had sex, she takes the abortion

pill.  The real scary scenario to
ponder is when a man thinks he got
a woman pregnant and slips her the
pills, without her knowledge.  Now
the ‘choice’ has been taken away
from her.  Now the pendulum starts
to swing the other way.  What if a
government wants to control the
birthrate?

Your mother made the right
choice, letting you live, didn’t she?
Now is the time for you to take a
stand, a stand against willful
premeditated murder of the unborn.
Men, now is the time for you to say
you don’t want this pill available
for your daughter, or for your wife.
Don’t you see that they could abort
a child and you would never know?
Sadly, children will die, in the
privacy of homes, with about as
much thought as when you reach
for your morning vitamins.

Celebrating Women with the
Diocesan Commission on Women

by Barbara Hanuscin

Cheerful welcome signs,
handcrafted by Girl Scout Daisy Troop
1300 and Brownie Troop 338 lined the
entrance as uniformed Boy Scouts of
Troop 5 and Pack 5 guided women to
their point of embarkation for their
passage to the journey of body, mind
and spirit at the Celebration of Women
held at Christ the King Parish on
October 15, 2005.  This was the second
annual event, sponsored by the
Commission of Women of the Diocese
of St. Augustine with the intention of
empowering women with resources
that will assist them as they balance
their physical, mental and spiritual
lives. Women and presenters traveled
far from places such as Gainesville and
St. Augustine to take part in the
Celebration. Women ranged in age
from teens upwards to a “young” lady
of 95 years who was seen being kissed
on the cheek by the bishop. Women of
all denominations were represented.
The opening prayer was led by Christ
the King pastor, Father Thanh Nguyen.

Lively entertainment was provided
by the singing Gospelaires of Fort
Caroline Christian Church and by the
nimble fingers of pianist, Joe Connelly.

Journeying women had the
opportunity of participating in a focus
group regarding issues of women in the
workplace, how they deal with the
issues and how their pastors can assist
them as they attempt to balance all. The
results will be compiled and sent to
Pastors of various churches represented
by the participants.

A lively game of ‘Feel Good
Bingo’ was led by the exuberant Pat
Vail on behalf of the Mental Health
Association. Barbara Longhofer of
Comfort Keepers instructed women in
“Making Your Own Joy Box.”

Bishop Victor Galeone addressed
the women on the topics of the feast of
St. Theresa which was that day and the
intelligent design belief in relationship
to Darwin’s theory of evolution. He
spoke on the difficult role that women
balance with work, family, and
community commitments. 

Various groups displayed their
services with attractive displays along
with health screening provided by a
variety of organizations.
Opportunities to join the many
ministries at Christ the King were
offered to those present.

Over 100 door prizes were awarded
and representatives were provided
compliments of many generous donors.  

If you missed this special event, the
Commission on Women hopes to see
you at the next Celebration (date and
place to be announced next year).
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by Jeanette Ghioto

In 1985 I
OFFICIALLY
joined the
faithful of
Christ the
King as a new
parishioner.

The parish was
so exciting -

ministries and
volunteers abounded in every
aspect of the community life. I was
searching for where I would best
fit. I was newly married - the
mother of 3 children 3, 6 & 9 and
the new step mom to 3 more
children ages 10, 11, 13 - new
school - baseball & softball,
parents conferences, laundry,
laundry and MORE laundry …life
was busy.  How on earth could I be
a good wife and mother and
stepmother, work a full time job
AND participate in the exciting
parish life at Christ the King??? I
asked for God’s guidance - and I
found out that God is just not
kidding when He says “ask and you
shall receive…” but I had NO idea
how the Lord would be able to
show me what I could do - I was
SO busy.

One of the very first ministries
that I met at Christ the King was
the Respect Life Ministry. Respect
Life had a special place in my
heart. I loved babies - in fact, upon
the birth of my first baby my sister
had given me a small plaque that
has been in my kitchen window for
almost 30 years.  Written by Carl
Sandberg, it reads: “A baby is
God’s opinion that the world
should go on.” With the birth of
each of my 6 grandchildren I have
presented my children with a copy
of this plaque - passing it on. 

But back to the Christ the King
Respect Life committee - it’s
members were doing much to
preserve and protect the sanctity of
life - they formed Life Chains on
Atlantic Blvd. and had Rosary
marches - they would silently
picket the abortion clinics - SO
much. As I reviewed the list of
options I grew very sad.  There was
NO way I could do any of these
activities - I just did not have the
time. 

As I began to explain my
situation, Lillian Abelardo smiled
that beautiful smile of hers and I
could tell she was going to be so
very kind to me.  She began by
telling me there were two Respect
Life Committees at Christ the King
- those who completed all of the
activities mentioned on the
brochure and then there was
another committee - the prayer
committee. The Respect Life
prayer committee would commit to
spending at least 15 minutes in
prayer every week to save babies -
this was not an organized event and
these committee members could
pray at any time it was convenient
for them. I could do that. I COULD

DO THAT. I was so excited that I
could support my new parish and
most especially do my part to
protect the sanctity of life. I could
be a good steward of my time -
even just a short period of time.

Little did I know how very hard
this was going to be!  You would
think that 15 minutes each week
would be a small thing - but you
have no idea how many
distractions the Devil places in the
way of prayer. Shortly after my
commitment to these 15 minutes of
weekly prayer our pastor,
Monsignor Mortimer Danaher,
provided the entire parish with the
opportunity to participate in
Eucharistic Adoration each day
from after the 8:15 a.m. Mass until
the 5:30 p.m. afternoon Mass. All
day long our Lord would be
waiting for us to spend time with
Him. I think the Lord whispered
into my ear that it would be really
nice if I could spend my weekly 15
minutes in His presence. Luckily, I
worked not too far away and I
could do that each week. This
began about 10 years of weekly
prayers of 15 minutes - I had no
idea what would be in store for me.

In 1998 I retired from my
lifelong career with AT&T and
began my new
career with
Catholic Charities.
Catholic Charities
is located in
d o w n t o w n
Jacksonville next
to Immaculate
Conception so I
could hop across
the Mathew’s
bridge on my lunch hour for my 15
minutes each week.  There were
times when I had some extra time
and it sure was nice to just sit and
spend time in His presence.

An unusual sequence of events
that I call godcidences began three
years after I started working at
Catholic Charities.  My career at
the agency began as the director of
Emergency Assistance. One short
year later the position of
Development Director opened up
and I felt the Lord strongly calling
me to this role in the agency. I
know I have gifts for
communication and I sure want to
be a good steward of everything
God has given me - the Gospel
story of the talents always comes to
mind - I want to be the steward who
makes good use of all I have - not
bury anything in the backyard… so
I moved into the development
position and started spreading the
word about all of the good work of
Catholic Charities throughout the
First Coast - still always honoring
my weekly 15 minutes of prayer for
Life.

In the spring of 2001 - almost
10 years after my commitment to
praying for Life I was invited to an
impromptu meeting to discuss
something call Choose Life license
tags. Now, I am always on time
wherever I go - my daddy raised

me to believe that if you weren’t 15
minutes early to your destination
you were late. But on this afternoon
I was LATE - really late - in fact the
meeting was breaking up when I
finally arrived. A man by the name
of Russ Amerling was talking to a
group of directors of Crisis
Pregnancy Centers located in and
around Jacksonville. He was
explaining the information about
the availability of the Choose Life
license tags in Florida. One of the
Crisis Pregnancy Center directors
was (now District 9
Councilwoman) Sharon Copeland,
the interim Executive Director of
Emergency Pregnancy Services in
Riverside. I walked into the tail end
of the conversation between Russ
& Sharon discussing the need for a
lead agency to manage the funds
for the entire county. There was a
silence after this statement was
made. All I can tell you folks is the
Holy Spirit took over then and I
raised my hand and assured
everyone in the room that Catholic
Charities would be the lead agency
for the county - no problem. NOW,
you have to understand that I was
NOT in charge of Catholic
Charities - I worked for Bill Beitz
who was the Executive Director of

the agency. I had NO power to
make this decision at all.  But I
knew - I just knew - that Catholic
Charities should and would take
the lead in this endeavor for the
babies of our county. I just knew it.
Fortified by 10 years worth of
prayers for life - I could see now
where the Lord was leading me.

As I walked down Oak Street in
Riverside toward my car I got a
little scared - thoughts of “exactly
who do I think I am…” rang in my
ears and in my head…

I drove back to Catholic
Charities and bee lined for my
boss’s office. I swallowed hard and
knocked on his office door. He
greeted me with his usual big
smile, pushing aside the pile of
papers that commanded his
attention, inviting me in. I sat
down, tried to smile and proceeded
to tell him what I had done. I had
committed our Catholic Charities’
already overworked staff to do one
more job … but I knew it was the
right thing to do. He knew it was
the right thing to do too. God
would do the rest.

In 2002 Catholic Charities
launched the distribution of funds
from the Choose Life license tags.
Duval County was one of the first
counties in our state to invest the
dollars from Choose Life tags into
the lives of women in the midst of

crisis pregnancies. We developed a
process, assembled a network of
nine crisis pregnancy centers
throughout the county and began
providing services. The funding
from these Choose Life Tags was
being used to help young women
who were committed to placing
their unborn babies for adoption -
saving these precious little lives
from the terror of abortion.

So there you have it. NEVER
underestimate the power of even
just 15 minutes of prayer - you
never know where it will lead.

How many thousands of babies
have been saved since 2002 - I
haven’t a clue - but even if it were
just one - just one life - it would all
be worth it.

I can assure you that I am not
qualified to do any of the work God
has called me to do in the recent
years. He keeps calling me to do
things for which I am not qualified
- or so I think - but He does not call
the equipped - he equips those
whom he calls like:

What is in store next?  I do not
know I just know that it was
because of these sequences of
godcidences that there are babies
alive and well today in our county.
It was because of 15 minutes of
prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament every week for 10 years
that I could do something I never
thought in a million years I could
do. How about you?
After all:
~ Noah was a drunk
~ Abraham was too old

~ Isaac was a daydreamer
~ Jacob was a liar
~ Leah was ugly
~ Joseph was abused
~ Moses had a stuttering problem
~ Gideon was afraid
~ Samson had long hair and was a
womanizer
~ Rahab was a prostitute
~ Jeremiah and Timothy were too
young
~ David was an adulterer and a
murderer
~ Elijah was suicidal
~ Isaiah preached naked
~ Jonah ran from God
~ Naomi was a widow
~ Job went bankrupt
~ John the Baptist ate bugs
~ Peter denied Christ
~ The disciples fell asleep while
praying
~ Martha worried about everything
~ The Samaritan woman was
divorced (more than once)
~ Zaccheus was too small
~ Paul was too religious
~ Timothy had an ulcer
~ Lazarus was dead!

And I was just a regular ole’
ordinary parishioner at Christ the
King…

What A Difference 15 Minutes Can Make…
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A Life that Matters
submitted by Paul Ghiotto
taken from the internet

Ready or not, some day it will
all come to an end. There will be no
more sunrises, no minutes, hours or
days. All the things you collected,
whether treasured or forgotten, will
pass to someone else. Your wealth,
fame and temporal power will
shrivel to irrelevance. It will not
matter what you owned or what
you were owed. Your grudges,
resentments, frustrations and jeal-
ousies will finally disappear.

So too, your hopes, ambitions,
plans and to-do lists will expire.
The wins and losses that once
seemed so important will fade
away. It won’t matter where you
came from or what side of the
tracks you lived on at the end. It
won’t matter whether you were
beautiful or brilliant. Even your
gender and skin color will be irrel-
evant.

So what will matter? How will
the value of your days be meas-

ured? What will matter is not what
you bought, but what you built; not
what you got, but what you gave.
What will matter is not your suc-
cess, but your significance.

What will matter is not what
you learned, but what you taught.
What will matter is every act of
integrity, compassion, courage or
sacrifice that enriched, empowered
or encouraged others to emulate
your example. What will matter is
not your competence, but your
character. What will matter is not
how many people you knew, but
how many will feel a lasting loss
when you’re gone. What will mat-
ter is not your memories, but the
memories that live in those who
loved you. What will matter is how
long you will be remembered, by
whom and for what.

Living a life that matters does
not happen by accident. It’s not a
matter of circumstance but of
choice. Choose to live a life that
matters. It really matters!

How the Monday 8:15 a.m.
Mass was Salvaged or
Mondays at Hardee’s

by Jean Sell and Betty Wheeler

For years now there has been a
faithful following of the Monday
morning 8:15 Mass and Novena to
Mary. After Mass a few of the
attendees go over to Hardee’s for
coffee. There are complaints about
the coffee, but fellowship is great.
Sometimes the group numbers only
three or four, but often there are
twelve or fourteen. Once in a while
the group goes “big time” to Eileen
Gleason’s for a fancy breakfast. 

Now when the new Mass
schedule came out this year, all the
8:15 a.m. Masses were eliminated.
Not good. Father Thanh was badg-
ered until he relented and restored
the 8:15 Mass just for Mondays.
Good for Our Blessed Lady and
good for Hardee’s.

So if you’re at the Novena
Mass and feel the urge to come
along to Hardee’s, come right
ahead. No membership dues, no
rules, just community. 

by Bernie Sans

From June 27 through July 1,
2005, a group of Christ the King
Musicians joined Bernie Sans, oth-
ers musicians from the St.
Augustine Diocese and 4,000 other
church musicians from the United
States, Canada, Australia, Central
America and Great Britain for the
2005 National Association of
Pastoral Musicians Convention in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  The con-
vention, which was titled: “That
Your Joy May Be Complete” was
held in the Midwest Express Center
in downtown Milwaukee–a brand
new, art and sculpture filled con-
vention center that can hold several
large conventions at the same time
and  is state of the art.

The convention hosted interna-
tionally known musicians, theolo-
gians and liturgists who provided
major talks and over 400 work-
shops for the attendees.  One could
not do it all.  Over 60 concerts were
held during the week, and our
musicians attended the major ones.
Even three of our own musicians,
handbell ringers, took part in the
National Handbell Festival

Concert, joining 120 other ringers
in an incredible evening of music!

With Bernie as “erstwhile
leader and guide” our parishioners
also experienced some of the extras
one gets by being in
Milwaukee–hospitality, great food,
festivals, and huge fireworks dis-
plays!  The 14 day Summerfest
(the annual festival of music in
Milwaukee) opened on the
Thursday evening of the conven-
tion with 45 minutes of the wildest
fireworks display.  It’s called the
“BIG BANG”, and no one can
doubt the accuracy of that state-
ment after viewing the show!

The parish musicians experi-
enced music from the point of view
of the larger church and brought
back ideas for implementation here
at Christ the King.  Some of the
highlights included the experience
of different forms of Morning and
Evening prayer and Eucharist with
an assembly of 4,000 singers,
meeting people from around the
Church who minister in the same
way we do, who have the same
problems and concerns, who strug-
gle with the same issues.

All around, a great experience
and one that will be repeated in
2007 in Indianapolis, Indiana.

Liturgical Musicians
Convention

Queens and Kings
Honor

Queen for a Day

by Frank Becht

Idelle Howell, formerly a very
active former member of Queens
and Kings, was honored by her
many friends on the occasion of her
90th birthday. She was crowned
Queen for a Day and she wore a
beautiful red cape and crown.
Idelle is currently living in the
Atrium in Gainesville, Florida and
was accompanied by her son,
Charles, and his wife, Betty, who
are also retired in Gainesville.

A special program  was pre-
pared by President Bill Campbell
and Ruth Fitzgerald to honor Idelle
on this special occasion which
included a special covered dish
luncheon. Father Thanh joined
Idelle and her family at the guest
table along with Betty and Frank
Becht.

After a delicious lunch, Frank
Becht gave a special tribute to
Idelle for her many contributions to

Jacksonville, the Arlington com-
munity and Christ the King Parish.

Idelle was an active member of
the AARP where she spent 20 years
of  weekly preparation of meals for
the elderly. She spent 15 years as a
volunteer for Memorial Hospital
where she served over 5500 hours
of service.  She was a faithful
member of Frank and Betty Becht
and Co. bingo crew; she was the
company. As an original member of
Queens and Kings, she used her
decorating talents to the fullest
degree. For years she was a Friday
volunteer to the Soup Kitchen
preparing meals to be served for the
homeless on Saturdays.  She was
always involved to benefit others.

Idelle you have certainly been
missed in Jacksonville in the last
several years. We wish you many
more years, Idelle, and hope you
will visit us again soon.

WHAT A LADY!
We need more Idelles!
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Christ the King Fil-Am Ministry

by Frank Becht

Filipino families have been an
integral part of the Christ the King
Parish community from the very
beginning of the parish. Many
Filipino families were the result of
having married Americans during
World War II and afterwards.
Others are Filipinos who joined the
United States Services as a result of
America being so involved in the
Philippines.

As members of Christ the King,
they have been very involved in
parish ministries and programs.
They always attend religious
activities and are noticeable with
their support of Church community
activities. It is estimated that
upwards of 100 families are
members of Christ the King.

On August 15, 2004, the first
Barrio Fiesta was held at Christ the

King. It was an opportunity for the
Filipinos to showcase their
hospitality, spirituality, culture and
Filipino heritage. It was evident
that a lot of Filipino parishioners
embraced the chance to exhibit
their love of God, national pride
and unity. 

After this event, Father Thanh
encouraged the Fil-Am community
to establish the Fil-Am Ministry.

Thus, on October 9, 2004, CTK
Fil- Am Ministry was formed at
Christ the King Parish. The
following officers were elected to
serve:  President- Tito Espejo; Vice
President-Imogene Praxedes;
Secretary- Leah Antolin; Treasurer-
Lou DeGuzman.  Currently the
ministry has about 35 active
members but expects to grow
considerably in the years to come.

The mission of the ministry is
as follows: “The mission of the

CTK Fil-Am Ministry is to unite
the Filipino-American parishioners
so that in the spirit of
BROTHERHOOD, ONENESS and
BELONGING, we will be able to
fullfill the mission statement of
Christ the King Catholic Church by
helping each other experience
Christ as the center of our lives.
Our goal is to share with the
community our Filipino heritage
and culture that are embedded in
our love for GOD, FAMILY and
COUNTRY.”

A website has been established-
ctkfilam.faithweb.com. The web
page masters are Junie Jaminal,
Riana Praxedes and Jose Praxedes.
They encourage you to visit the site
and register your comments. 

Fil-Am recently sponsored a
very successful dinner dance for
the benefit of the Church Roof
Fund; they have donated $2000 to

the Church and have enough to
sponsor the next Barrio Fiesta.

This writer, wife Betty and
several friends attended the dinner-
dance on September 24, 2005.
Everyone was impressed with this
very successful “family” function. I
would estimate that one third of the
attendees were children and young
people.

We certainly want to encourage
Filipino families to become active
in Fil-AM. They are an outstanding
example of a group dedicated to
Christ the King and the Filipino
community. We encourage them to
make known to the Courier the
happenings within CTK Fil-Am
and the Filipino community.

by Imogene T. Praxedes

Whatever you do to the least of my
people that you do unto me.
—The Gospel of Matthew 

The Christ the King Fil-Am
Ministry was honored to have
sponsored Move On Philippines at
the Celebration of Women Seminar
held at the Kingdome on October
15, 2005. It was an opportunity for
our ministry to spread the word
about this organization. It is a non-
profit, tax-exempt organization
established in the United States on
January 7, 2005. Created by nine
members living in different parts of
the world, Move On Philippines
was launched in order to help
alleviate the plight of many poor
Filipinos. Its main mission is:

“To provide tools for improving
the quality of education of poor
Filipino children in remote,
poverty-stricken areas of the
Philippines; To create partnerships
among Filipino expatriates that
provide avenues for them to make a
difference in the lives of native
Filipino children.”

Doreen Flippin is the vice
president and chief financial officer

of Move On Philippines and is
based in Jacksonville, Florida. She
graciously brought information,
pictures, and flyers to the seminar.
She informed us that they have
been able to send used computers,
books, and school supplies to the
Philippines. They accept “material
or in-kind donations such as new or
used library books, textbooks,
dictionaries, thesaurus,
encyclopedias, desktop and laptop
computers and printers.” Any
school item or classroom supply is
welcomed and appreciated. They
also need financial donations. A
tax-deductible gift of $25 or more
allows them to send material
donations to remote areas of the
Philippines. Their intention initially
was to concentrate their efforts in
the Visayas and Mindanao regions
helping economically and
geographically disadvantaged
communities. Plans are now being
implemented to also include the
indigenous and poor children in
remote areas of Luzon. The schools
in these areas do not have much.
Their libraries are empty. Many of
these students have not seen a
computer in their life. By
improving the quality of education

Move On Philippines aspires to
break the cycle of poverty that has
plagued many Filipino families for
too many years. They believe that
investing in the education of these
children will result in their
becoming future leaders of the
Philippines.

I presented Doreen a box of
math workbooks with the teacher’s
editions donated by Patty Ruhl, a
second grade teacher of Christ the
King School. I have also received a
box of books from Debbie Scobie.
Many thanks to both of you for
your generosity. 

The celebration of women
seminar was also a wonderful
opportunity to meet a lot of women
from other parishes willing to
donate their books. We met one
lady who informed us that she had
a relative who was a librarian in
Virginia. She said her relative had
so many books that she would
make sure to tell her about Move
On Philippines. We also met
parishioners from Most Holy
Redeemer. They said they would
inform other members about this
organization.

All donations and contributions
are used to implement the
following programs:
- Adopt A School
Books for classrooms and libraries
Technology for learning
Classroom supplies
- Special Projects to facilitate
access to educational Resources by
a large number of beneficiaries.
- Emergency Relief: will provide
emergency relief to communities in
need by coordinating shipments of
used clothing and other basic
necessities to communities in need.

If you would like more
information about this wonderful
organization here is their address:
Move On Philippines International
Inc.
P. O. Box 56792
Jacksonville, FL 32241-6792
Tel: 904 318-0825
Website: www.moveonphil.org

I would like to thank Barbara
Hanuscin of the Commission of
Women for allowing us to be a part
of the symposium. It was an
opportunity for the CTK Fil-Am
Ministry to help spread the word
about Move On Philippines.

Move On Philippines

Our goal is to share with the
community our Filipino

heritage & culture that are
embedded in our love for GOD,

FAMILY & COUNTRY”
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by Darlene O’Neal

It was a grand night on August
27, 2005. Arlington Council #4727
held a special dinner and installa-
tion to honor the newly elected
Grand Knight and his officers for
the coming year. The installation
dinner was attended by over 100
people who were treated to a deli-
cious meal prepared by great vol-
unteers. The hall was decorated in
the favorite colors of the new
Grand Knight - Florida Gators
Orange and Blue, complete with a
miniature alligator!

Outgoing Grand Knight Al
Martin introduced Dennis Scobie
as the new Grand Knight of
Council #4727. In the short period
of four years, Dennis has risen
from Council Recorder to Grand
Knight. That in itself is remarkable.
However, Dennis and Debbie
Scobie are quite remarkable not
only in their commitment to the
Council but to their parish. They
both take an active role at Christ
the King Church where Dennis is
an alumni of Christ the King
School as well as Bishop Kenny
High School. The Scobies were
accompanied for this special night
by their son, Ryan, and other mem-
bers of their family, including Art
and Lorraine Kountz, Deb’s parents 

and Dennis’ father, Frederick
Scobie. Their son, Sean, was
unable to attend.

The officers for the coming
year include:

Deputy Grand Knight - 
George Morris

Chancellor - Tom Harrington
Warden - John Morrissey
Financial Secretary - 

Bruce Pastorini
Treasurer - John Klinkenberg
Recorder - Mark Sciullo
Outside Guard - Louie O’Neal
Inside Guard - Fred Wheeler
Advocate - Russ Strauss

The coming year promises a
full agenda judging by the calendar
that Dennis has filled with activi-
ties and projects. There are mem-
bership drives, a Tootsie Roll drive,
first Friday Masses followed with a
light dinner, a Memorial Mass,
bowling, teen dances, pancake
breakfast, road cleanup, making
sandwiches for the soup kitchen,
golf tournament and much, much
more.

Congratulations Grand Knight
Dennis Scobie! And congratula-
tions to all the men who represent
Council #4727 as officers for the
coming year.

Arlington Knights of Columbus
Council #4727

Installation of Officers Dinner

by Frank Becht

The Knights of Columbus is an
international Catholic men’s organ-
ization that was formed by Father
Michael McGivney in 1882 in New
Haven, Connecticut. The Knights
were originally formed to provide
support for members and families
in difficult economic times.

They are made up of Catholic
men 18 years of age and older.
They also have a Columbian
Squires for Catholic boys 13 to 18
years of age.

Over a period of time two class-
es of membership developed, insur-
ance members and associate mem-
bers. An insurance company was
formed to provide affordable life
insurance to its members.

The Knights of Columbus is the
largest Catholic men’s organization
in the world. As of June 30, 2005,
they have a membership of
1,703,307 members, an increase of
72,378 new Knights. This is an all-
time high in membership.

The number of councils world-
wide has increased each year to a
new-high of 12,767. Arlington
Council 4727 was formed in 1959
and has a membership of 386 that
incorporates the parishes of Christ
the King and Resurrection. For the
year of 2004-2005, we had an
increase of 26 new members.

In order to become a Knight,
the applicant must be an active
practicing Catholic. Members are
encouraged to be active in the vari-
ous ministries in their parish. They
are expected to be living examples
of their faith to others. If you look
at the active men in your parish
odds are that the majority will be
Knights of Columbus. 

The Knights not only provide
service to the Church, but service
to the community, youth and mis-
cellaneous service worldwide. For
2004, Knights donated

$43,859,108 to the Church,
$49,357,074 to Community,
$16,148,762 to youth; a total of
$109,364,944 in charitable giving.

This does not include the hours
of fraternal service, visiting the
sick, and blood donorship. It does
not incorporate the time and effort
of membership to fight abortion,
further the pro-life movement,
defend marriage, fight same sex –
marriage  and  promote the Culture
of Life.

Arlington Council 4727 was
chosen by our originating pastor
Father Thomas Larkin, now Bishop
Larkin, as a replacement men’s
organization when the Holy Name
Society was discontinued in 1959.
Locally, Arlington Council has
financially supported Emergency
Pregnancy Services, Womens Help
Center and St. Gerard House, preg-
nancy counseling services.
Approximately 30 members and
spouses donated one Saturday to
paint and remodel new office quar-
ters for Emergency Pregnancy
Services. We have a very active
pro-Life Director who is also active
in Christ the King and on the
Diocesan level. Annually the
Council conducts a Tootsie Roll
drive with the proceeds going to a
worthy causes, such as the Special
Olympics, seminarian support and
All Saints Nursing Home. Support
to our parish schools is an ongoing
thing for various school needs. For
years the council has provided
sandwiches to the Soup Kitchen for
the homeless once a month. There
are other numerous projects sup-
ported by Arlington Council.

We encourage all Catholic men
of the parish to consider the
Knights of Columbus. Your efforts
can help worldwide projects as
well as parish and community
needs.

Join the Knights and help
make a difference!

Knights of Columbus Breakfast
by Frank Becht

On October 9, 2005, The Arlington Knights of Columbus sponsored
a breakfast of sausage and pancakes after the 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. Masses at
Christ the King. All parishioners were invited to attend with all donations
going to  Christ the King School and parish.

In addition, there was a display of Halloween trinkets and costumes
on sale.

Members of the Arlington Knights cooked and served the breakfast.

Emergency Pregnancy Services Center

What do the Knights of Columbus Do?
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by Mickey Kenny (straight from an
anonymous source using the
internet).

I remember tearing across town
on my bike to visit my Grandma on
the day my big sister dropped the
bomb: “There is no Santa Claus,”
she jeered.  “Even dummies know
that!”  My Grandma was not the
gushy kind, never had been.  I fled
to her that day because I knew she
would be straight with me.  I knew
Grandma always told the truth, and
I knew that the truth always went
down a whole lot easier when
swallowed with one of her world-
famous cinnamon buns.

Grandma was home, and the
buns were still warm. Between
bites, I told her everything.  She
was ready for me.  “No Santa
Claus!” she snorted.  “Ridiculous!
Don’t believe it.  That rumor has
been going around for years, and it
makes me mad, plain mad.  Now,
put on your coat, and let’s go.” 

“Go? Go where, Grandma?”  I
asked.

“Where” turned out to be
Kerby’s General Store, the one
store in town that had a little bit of
just about everything.  As we
walked through its doors, Grandma
handed me ten dollars.  That was a
bundle in those days.  “Take this
money and buy something for
someone who needs it.  I’ll wait for
you in the car.”  Then she turned
and walked out of Kerby’s.  I was
only eight years old.  I’d often gone
shopping with my mother, but
never had I shopped for anything
all by myself.   The store seemed
big and crowded, full of people

scrambling to finish their
Christmas shopping.  For a few
moments I just stood there,
wondering what to buy, and who on
earth to buy it for.  Suddenly I
thought of Bobbie Decker.  He sat
right behind me in Mrs. Pollock’s
grade-two class.  Bobbie Decker
didn’t have a coat.   I knew that
because he never went out for
recess during the winter.  I fingered
the ten-dollar bill with growing
excitement.  I would buy Bobbie
Decker a coat.  I settled on a red
corduroy one that had a hood to it.
It looked real warm, and he would
like that.

That evening, Grandma helped
me wrap the coat in Christmas
paper and ribbons, and write, “To
Bobbie, From Santa Claus” on it —
Grandma said that Santa always
insisted on secrecy.  Then she drove
me over to Bobbie Decker’s house,
explaining as we went that I was
now and forever officially one of
Santa’s helpers.  Grandma parked

down the street from Bobbie’s
house, then she and I crept
noiselessly and hid in the bushes by
his front walk.  Grandma gave me a
nudge.  “All right, Santa Claus,”
she whispered, “get going.”  I took
a deep breath, dashed for his front
door, threw the present down on his
step, pounded on his door and flew
back to the safety of the bushes and
Grandma.    From there we watched
Bobbie come to the door and pick
up his present from “Santa.” 

Forty years haven’t dimmed the
thrill of those moments spent
shivering, beside my grandma, in
Bobbie Decker’s bushes.  That
night, I realized that those awful
rumors about Santa Claus were just
what Grandma said they were,
“Ridiculous.”   Santa was alive and
well, and we were on his team. 

Merry Christmas everyone .. 
The spirit is in you ..

Remember.

The American Dream- Alive and Well
Patti Lou Ahmsbacher

Any parishioner who attends
the 7:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
certainly recognizes Cornelius and
Priscilla Ejimofor. Cornelius does
double duty at that Mass as a
rotating lector and fills in when
needed as a Eucharistic Minister;
his wife, Priscilla with her
infectious smile and quick wit is his
faithful companion.

But the story of this loving
couple begins not here in America
but back in the country of Nigeria
for this is where Cornelius, while
riding his bike, first noticed
Priscilla and made some inquiries
about her to family members. They
told him that she was in a teacher
training college and would come
home as she was doing now to visit
her family. Of course, Cornelius
stopped and chatted with this
lovely young woman and so the
courtship began. Whenever
possible they would visit with each
other at either his family’s
compound or hers. In Nigeria
families lived in compounds which
consist of many houses all
belonging to a particular family.

Now at this time Cornelius was
studying in a parochial school and
those that finished at the top of their
class would automatically be sent
on by the parish manager to attend
a one year preliminary teacher
training course. When Cornelius
finished his training he was placed
in the classroom for one year. He
did such fine work that year that he
was then sent to Bishop Shenihan
Training College where he
completed his studies. By January
of 1959 he was an accredited full
fledged teacher and began working
in Emekuku Parish.

But God had other plans for
Cornelius and Priscilla. The year is
1963. The Board of International
Missions for the Presbyterian
Church was looking for ways to
integrate their colleges in the
United States. Their plan was to
select people from all over the
world – including the United States
– to see how people from totally

different cultures would work and
live together. Cornelius was one of
those individuals who was
recommended and selected to be
part of this experimental plan. He
was sent to Warren Wilson College
in Swannanoa, North Carolina.
Here he was a student for part of
the day and the rest of the time he
worked at the college. Cornelius
was there for two years. Naturally,
he always made the Dean’s List
which then made him eligible to go
to any other college within this
experiment. This time, however, it
included a stipend. He selected
William Wilberforce University in
Wilberforce, Ohio to complete his
four year degree.

Several years passed and in
1966  Cornelius, still in school,
wanted very much to bring Priscilla
here to the United States as his
bride. He somehow was able to find
the money to do so and the couple
were married in Xenia, Ohio
shortly after her arrival.

After their marriage Cornelius
moved to Dayton, Ohio, where he
attended the University of Dayton
and received his Master’s degree.
However the most important event
that occurred in Dayton for the
Ejimofors was the birth of their
first child, Cornelia.

After completing his Master’s,
the Ejimofors moved to
Jacksonville where Cornelius was
employed for a short time at
Edward Waters College.  While
they were there their second child,
Caroline, was born. With a growing
family and a dream as yet not
totally fulfilled, Cornelius and

Priscilla took up residence in
Norman, Oklahoma, where
Cornelius achieved his goal of
earning his PhD in Political
Science. As an extra bonus, their
first son, Cornelius, was born.

This young family next found
themselves in New Jersey where
Cornelius taught Political Science
at William Patterson College. They
stayed there for two years when in
1972 Cornelius was invited to teach
at Tuskegee University in Alabama.
It was here that their fourth child,
Priscilla, was born in 1975. The
family remained there until 1980.

In the 1980’s Nigeria was really
booming because of oil and a very
favorable political climate. There
were many job openings and those
with money were willing to spend.
So the Ejimofors returned to
Nigeria where their last child, a
girl, Eberre, was born. They lived a
very comfortable life until 1991
when the political situation began
to change, and the family thought it
best that they return to the States.
Priscilla returned first in 1991 and
Cornelius followed in 1992. 

Priscilla found her situation
drastically changed when she came
back to Florida. She had five
children, no job, and was close to
becoming homeless. But God does
not close one door without opening
another, and through a series of
events she was put in touch with the
Director of Upward Bound. The
director arranged for her to take a
job at a day care facility. It was her
good fortune that they were looking
for a qualified teacher (which
Priscilla is) and they hired her on
the spot that very day.

When Cornelius returned to the
States a year later he, too, had a
hard time at first. Because of his
own experience he would be the
first one to say that many people
just need a little extra help to get
them on their feet and back to
productivity.

Finally, Cornelius was hired by
the University of Florida as an
adjunct professor. By this time
several of his children were
students at the university. Even
though he was hired as an adjunct

professor, Cornelius was never
given a class to teach so he wrote to
Edward Waters seeking a position.
They immediately called him and
Cornelius was hired as a full
professor and was made
Chairperson for the Division of
Arts and Sciences.

Priscilla had by then moved
from being a teacher at a day care
to Susie Tolbert School which is on
West 13th Street here in
Jacksonville. She taught there for
three years as a reading and math
specialist and also taught special
education.

Priscilla no longer works as a
teacher but is involved in a
program called Regina Mundi, Inc.
This program is designed to help
people in need. It is a very
extensive program and offers aid to
those dealing with HIV, the
homeless, runaway kids, and
domestic violence. Priscilla is
deeply committed to this
organization and spends time in
Atlanta because that is their base of
operation. Believe me when I say
this is a very busy lady. She enjoys
cooking, singing, and swimming
when she has some free time. Her
singing ability must be more than
adequate because when she was in
Nigeria she was the Director of the
Holy Hour and there the Holy Hour
is not spent in silent prayer but in
chanting the Psalms! 

Cornelius is still employed at
Edward Waters College and is also
secretary of the American
Association of University
Professors for Edward Waters and
for the State of Florida. As
secretary his goal is to work to right
the wrongs that occurred at Edward
Waters. He wants to move forward
and bring the college back to a
higher level. Is there any doubt that
this man will achieve his goal?

Last but not least, this article
would not be complete without a
word about the children. All five of
the Ejimofors’ children are college
graduates; four of them have a
master’s degree while the fifth
child is still working on hers and
their son, Cornelius, is completing
his PhD in engineering.

Santa Claus



GIVE
submitted by Ann Seravo

I give You my hands Lord, to do Your work

I give You my feet to walk Your path

I give You my eyes to see
as You wish me to see

I give You my ears Lord, to hear Your word

I give You my tongue to speak Your words
with love, kindness, and concern for all

I give You my heart, Lord,
that You may teach me how to begin to love

I give You my life, Lord,
so that it may be lived in You, with You

and thru You.
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Evangelization
by Darlene O’Neal

Hello, for those of you who
don’t know me, my name is
Darlene O’Neal. I’ve been with
RCIA since 1999, first as a sponsor
and as a team member ever since.

I’m going to talk about evange-
lization.

Evangelization is the work of
every person in every walk of life –
no one is exempt.

Many Catholics believe that
evangelization is something that
other Protestant religions do. Some
people think you have to go door to
door, with a Bible in hand to evan-
gelize. This is not how it’s done in
the Catholic Church.

We, as Catholics, are not called
to go door to door, but we are
called to evangelize by the way we
lead our lives. It isn’t necessary to
read the Bible in order to be saved.
Salvation comes from the grace of
God. There are lots of people that
can’t read, yet God will, in His wis-
dom and grace, bring them to sal-
vation.

Our evangelization efforts, by
God’s design, are tied into His plan
of salvation. For example, God
chose Moses to lead the Israelites
to freedom. At first, Moses didn’t
feel worthy to be the Lord’s instru-
ment. He didn’t believe that he was
the right person for such an enor-
mous job.

But, after experiencing God’s
love, Moses wanted to take on the
responsibility and became the
leader to save his people. We also
take on the responsibility of being
God’s messengers, and bringing the
Good News to all of our brothers
and sisters.

We, as evangelizers, are Good
News to ourselves as well as to oth-
ers. By virtue of our Baptism and
Confirmation, we are obliged to be
the bearers and messengers of the
Good News, it is an essential part
of the Christian life. It is part of our
vocation as lay people.

Evangelization is a natural act
of being a Christian, it is a conse-
quence of being a Christian.
Evangelization is a desire to share
God’s love with others.

The will of God for us and our
place of evangelization, our place
in His plan, is defined by our per-
sonal way of life.

All we need is a desire to fol-
low Jesus and to use the gifts and
talents He has given us. This is
made clear in the Gospel of St.
Matthew, where he states, “You
will know them by what they do.
Thorn bushes do not bear grapes
and briars do not bear figs.”

There are qualities that are
included in every act of evangeliza-
tion. One quality is that our acts be
reasonable and balanced. This sim-
ply means that we use our heads in
beginning and continuing our
actions. As we begin work through
our actions, we need evangelization
goals that are realistic.

Our actions should also be con-
stant. They should be an ongoing
effort. Our actions have to be
enthusiastic! The word Enthusiasm
comes from the words en theos,
which mean “filled with God”.
There has been only one man who
was totally filled with the Holy
Spirit! That man was Jesus Christ.

Being filled with the Holy
Spirit involves a complete surren-
der of your will to the will of God.
It is a continual process. You con-
fess your sins and thank God for
forgiving you. And once again turn
over control of your life to God.
When you surrender your life to
Him, you are filled with an abun-
dant and meaningful life.

We, as Catholics, need to be
excited about Jesus! If we lack
enthusiasm for what we believe,
how can we expect others to be
attracted to it? People are not going
to be attracted to us, and ultimately
to Jesus, if we are insincere,
depressed or always negative.

God fills our hearts with joy!
We must let people see this joy and
enthusiasm!

The last quality of evangeliza-
tion is the supernatural quality. We
must always remember the impor-
tance of prayer in everything that
we do and evangelization is no dif-
ferent. We must be on our knees
talking to God about others before
we begin talking to others about
God.

We can only accomplish bring-
ing others to Christ when we do it
for Christ, with Christ, in Christ
and like Christ. We must realize
that we are bringing others to
Christ because of our love of God.
We have to trust Jesus to lead us, to
give us the right things to say and
to pray for guidance often. We
can’t expect others to believe us
when we tell them how great a life
with Christ is when we ourselves
are not living it.

Unfortunately, many Catholics
think that by going to church and
following the teachings of the
Church, that is all that is necessary.
I used to think that myself. That is
simply not true.

I am a “cradle Catholic” and
never thought about evangelization
until I became active in RCIA. I
had 12 years of Catholic schooling
stored in my brain covered with
cob webs. Well, the RCIA sessions
cleaned out those cob webs and my
eyes were opened, it seemed like
for the first time. I was so excited
and filled with the Holy Spirit, my

older sister thought I was going to
become a nun.

After I joined the RCIA min-
istry, I became a Eucharistic minis-
ter and also part of the Visitation of
the Sick Ministry. I am humbled to
bring the Eucharist to the home-
bound and also to hospitalized
parishioners. This also gives me the
opportunity to spend some time
with these people and let them
know what’s happening at Christ
the King.

Part of authentic evangelization
is when we find and experience
God’s love and want to share it
with others. We want to bring
God’s love, as we know it, to the
rest of the world.

I know evangelization works.
My husband, Louie, and I were
married for 43 years when he
announced one day that he was
going to become Catholic.

We had raised four children in
the Catholic Church and sent them
all to Catholic Schools.

He had attended Mass with us
for Holy Communion and
Confirmation, if he didn’t have to
work. But he witnessed the
Catholic Church through our fami-
ly, and if he had questions, I was
there to answer them. I never put
pressure on him but left the door
open, so to speak. I had prayed that
one day he would join us at Mass as
a Catholic and that day happened.
I’m glad I never gave up hope.

It was after the death of our
daughter-in-law, that things started

to change for my husband. He also
witnessed a good friend and co-
worker who had converted from
the Baptist faith. He saw in him
Christian actions at work.

That good friend just recently
died from leukemia and when we
went to visit him before his death,
he was still evangelizing. He was
the one that said, “We are not called
to go door to door evangelizing, but
by the way we lead our lives.”

In Romans, St. Paul states, “As
the scripture says, ‘Everyone who
calls out to the Lord for help will be
saved.’ But how can they call to
Him for help if they have not
believed? And how can they
believe if they have not heard the
message? And how can they hear if
the message is not proclaimed?
And how can the message be pro-
claimed if the messengers are not
sent out?”

Here at Christ the King Church,
there are many ministries that with-
out them, the church could not sur-
vive and the message of the Gospel
would have little power.

All  these ministries are meant
to be shared by many people, for
the service of others. Not everyone
has every gift, and not everyone is
called to every ministry, but every-
one is invited into ministries that
are appropriate for them. We are all
encouraged to serve our parish in
some type of ministry.

We are truly the messengers of
the Word.

Thank you.

OOOO pppp iiii nnnn iiii oooo nnnn
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Widows and
Widowers

by Isabelle Fusco

On September 15, 1998 this
ministry came to be a part of Christ
the King. It was in answer to a call
to help people when going through
rough times after a loved one has
died. In the beginning we tried
meeting in the rectory but it was
not successful. We also met in the
House of Prayer and had a few
Days of Reflection which helped
tremendously. 

But the most successful aspect
of our ministry is our lunches. One
day while at the rectory one other
person and myself sat at the table
and looked at each other then said
“Let’s go to lunch.” So off we went
to have a wonderful lunch together.
That was seven years ago. We are
still meeting every second Tuesday
of the month for lunch and
fellowship. Sometimes Father

Thanh is able to join us.  Of course
our numbers have grown.
Sometimes we have as many as 20
people join us for lunch. We have a
wonderful time. Please feel free to
join us. We publish the place and
time in the bulletin or call me at
724-5186. Just bring a smile and
love. God bless you all.

Meet Your New FertilityCare
Practitioner!!!

Hello! My name is Ligeia
Damaso and I am your new
FertilityCare Practitioner (FCP) at
Christ the King (CTK)!  I know you
must have a few questions for me
(10 to be exact), so let me answer
them for you!!

What is an FCP?

An FCP is a health care
professional who has been trained
through the American Academy of
Fertility Care Practitioners
(AAFCP) to teach clients how to
monitor the signs of their fertility
using the CREIGHTON MODEL
System (CrMS).

What is the CrMS?

The CrMS is a system used to
track the signs of fertility. It was
developed in the 1970s through
research by Dr. Thomas Hilgers at
Creighton and St. Louis University.
Dr. Hilgers was inspired by Pope
Paul VI’s call to “men of science”
in the encyclical Humanae Vitae
(1968) to develop alternatives to
the growing usage of contra-
ceptives, abortion, etc. Today, Dr.
Hilgers’ research continues at the
Pope Paul VI Institute in Omaha,
Nebraska. 

Who can use the CrMS?

The CrMS can be used by
couples or by single women.
Couples can use the CrMS to avoid
or achieve a pregnancy. Single
women, from puberty through
menopause, can use the CrMS to
appreciate their fertility. All women
can use the CrMS to monitor their
gynecologic health for health
problems such as infertility,
miscarriage, heavy menses, ovarian
cysts, premenstrual syndrome,
effects of stress and
NaProTechnology.

What is
NaProTechnology?

NaProTechnology is a new
reproductive and gynecologic
science that relies upon the
observation of biological markers
that are essential to human fertility
and a woman’s health. These
biological markers naturally tell the
couple when they are fertile and not
fertile and, at the same time,
telegraph abnormalities in a
woman’s health. It is 96.4 to 99.5%
effective for use in avoiding
pregnancy (Journal of
Reproductive Medicine, 1998), and
98% effective for us in achieving a
pregnancy by the 6th cycle in
couples of normal fertility (Journal
of Reproductive Medicine, 1992).

How do I learn to use the
CrMS?

You can learn to use the CrMS
by attending a general Introductory

Session (IS) at Christ the King. The
IS is an hour long presentation
given in a group setting that will
introduce you to the CrMS. After
the IS, if you sign up for follow-up,
you will be given the materials
needed to begin charting the next
day. Follow-up consists of 8 private

and confidential meetings with
your FCP over the course of one
year (office is located on the 2nd

floor of the CTK Daycare). Cost for
one year of instruction is $200.

When is the next IS?

The next IS will be held at the
CTK Parish Hall on Tuesday,
January 17, 2006 from 7-8pm.  An
IS will be scheduled monthly at
CTK. Space is limited so please
call to register.  

Can you tell us a little more
about yourself?

Sure!  I moved to Jacksonville a
little over a year ago from
Gainesville, FL after getting
married to Eugene and relocating to
Jacksonville for Eugene’s job. We
met at St. Augustine’s Catholic
Student Center while we were both
students at the University of
Florida (UF). I am a nurse
practitioner and Eugene is an
architect. We can often be found at
the 5:00 p.m. LIFETEEN Mass
(Mass representatives), Emmaus
Young Adult Group, or at any CTK
function where food is involved!

How did you get involved
with the CrMS?

I was first introduced to the CrMS
at a Pro-Life Alliance meeting at
UF. I signed up to start charting
after the IS held that night to
monitor my health. Shortly after,
Eugene and I became engaged and
we were prepared to use the CrMS
as a means of family planning by
the time we were married. After
personally experiencing how the
CrMS has had a positive impact on
my marriage, using the CrMS with
my physician to monitor my health,
and through the study of JPII’s
Familiaris Consortio and Theology
of the Body, I felt called to become
an FCP.  

Continued on page 31

Creighton Model Now at Christ the King

Author unknown
from the internet

Here’s a little quiz

1. Name the five wealthiest people
in the world.
2. Name the last five Heisman
trophy winners.
3. Name the last five winners of the
Miss America contest.
4. Name 10 people who have won
the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize.
5. Name the last six Academy
Award winners for the best actor
and actress.
6. Name the last decade’s worth of
World Series winners.

How did you do?

The point is , none of us remember
the headliners of yesterday. These
are no second-rate achievers. They
are the best in their fields. But the
applause dies. Awards tarnish.
Achievements are forgotten.
Accolades and certificates are
buried with their owners.

Here’s another quiz. See how you
do on this one:

1. List a few teachers who aided
your journey through school.
2. Name three friends who have
helped you through a difficult time.
3. Name five people who have
taught you something worthwhile.
4. Think of a few people who have
made you feel appreciated and
special.
5. Think of five people you enjoy
spending time with.
6. Name half a dozen heroes whose
stories have inspired you.

Easier?

The Lesson

The people who make a difference
in your life are not the ones with
the most credentials, the most
money, or the most awards. They
are the ones who care. 

Do you still wonder how you can
help make a difference in the
world?

You can begin by sharing your time
and talent at Christ the King. It’s
never too late to share.

How Can I Help?

It’s Never 
Too Late To Share



by John Porter
Visitation of the Sick Ministry

The Home of the Mother is an
international society founded by
Father Rafael Alonso Raymundo to
work for the glory of Our Lord and
Our Mother and the benefit of the
Church, mankind, and our youth
who are so desperately in need of
authentic Christian values.

Following is an interview with
Tommee Melissa Porter, daughter
of Tina and Josh Porter, which
appeared in the February - March,
2004, issue of H.M. for Children.
Sister Sara in Spain gave permis-
sion for its insertion in the Courier.
This group is one of the many
youth movements started by Pope
John Paul II.

How many brothers and sis-
ters do you have?

One sister, Her name is Jam
Marie.

Have you ever read the H.M.
Magazine for Children?

Yes, I love it. It’s such a won-
derful spiritual magazine for kids.

Do you believe that a child of
your age can be holy?

Yes. For we all can be holy. We
are all called to be holy by God.
Also, you don’t have to do big
things, even little things count, like
giving food to the poor.

What must you do in order to
become holy?

Pray, do good works and many
things like studying my catechism.

Who is the Virgin Mary for
you?

Mary is a Mother with a warm
embrace. I talk with
her a lot. Two things I
say to her are: The
Hail Mary and I ask
that she may help me
with my tests
(exams). I say just so
many things.

In the
Encounter* you
have gone to Mass every day. Do
you like it. Does it help you?
How or in what way have you
noticed that it helps you?

Yes, and I do believe that it
helps one. For I am just so renewed
afterwards. I really do feel more
like Jesus, the way I am supposed
to be, holy.

What would you like to ask of
God for the children of the
world?

I’d ask for peace, love and holi-
ness, the way it should be.

What is the greatest gift that
Jesus gave us?

He Himself. His life and love
and everything.

You have spent a few days
without seeing any television,
have you missed it? Do you think
that a child can have a great time
without watching TV?

No, not really. A kid can have
tons of fun without TV. You can

play, sing, dance, have peace for
meditation and prayer. There are so
many things you can do.

Would you like to go to
Heaven? Why?

Yes, for we all have a place
reserved in Heaven and we’re only
passing through. The earth isn’t our

real home and I really
love Jesus.

Do you love
Jesus very much?
Why? 

Well, of course I
love Jesus. Yet I
don’t know why, I’m
just so compelled to
love Him. Maybe it’s

because He gave His life for me
and He is alive in the Eucharist.

Do you know how to pray the
Rosary? Do you pray it every
day?

Yes. And I pray it every day
with my family: my Mum, Dad and
my sister.

Do you know any saint?
Which one? Tell us something
about him or her.

Yes. St. Therese the Little
Flower: She was very holy and died
of tuberculosis. She even made
flowers rain down from heaven
once.

Do you talk with Jesus in the
Eucharist? What do you say to
Him?

Yes, and I say many things. I
even let Jesus talk to me.  I can
almost feel His arms wrapped
around me and feel His burning
presence from the Eucharist within
me.

What is
it that
attracts you
about the
Eucharist?

T h e
whole con-
cept of it.
For it’s
Jesus, His body and blood. I feel so
saintly and just like Jesus when I
receive Him. Every time I receive
the Eucharist, I become more like
Jesus. It’s just so indescribable.

Are you a member of the
Home of Mother? When did you
enter?

Yes, I entered the Home of the
Mother at the Encounter* over a
year ago. I wanted to enter and felt
it right and I think that Jesus want-
ed me to enter the Home.

*The objective of the Youth
Encounters for boys and girls is to
create a simple and fun environ-
ment for them to grow both from
the human as well as the spiritual
point of view.

From the human point of view
the Servant Sisters, Brothers, and
Priests help the boys and girls form
themselves in values that will help
them to be young mature Catholic
men and women in today’s society.
From the spiritual point of view,
they want to ensure that they under-
stand the significance and necessity
of a prayer life and that they should
be striving for holiness every day.

(Taken from the H.M. for
Children website)

For more information on the
Home of the Mother contact John
Porter at 721-0489.
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Home of the Mother for Children

The Diocese of St. Augustine has
sponsored my year long internship
and training through the AAFCP. 

What do you love the most
about the CrMS?

I love a lot of things about the
CrMS. I love how it is moral, how
it allows you to always be open to
life in your marriage while still
allowing you the freedom to space
children. I love how it increases
communication with your spouse,

how it accepts fertility as a normal
and healthy process, and how it can
be used with a medical consultant
to monitor your health. I love how
it is reliable and how it can be used
over the course of an entire repro-
ductive life.

Is there anything else you
would like to tell the CTK

community?

I am very excited to have this
ministry at CTK and thankful to Fr.
Thanh for making the ministry hap-
pen. I am always available to
answer questions that you may
have. Be on the lookout for the
Creighton Column in the Courier
where you can find out how the
ministry is doing and hear testi-
monies from CrMS clients. God
Bless!!

Ligeia C. Damaso, ARNP, FCPI
904-718-1277
LDamaso@gmail.com
www.fertilitycare.org’

Continued from page 30

Heavenly Father, increase our
faith in the Real Presence of Your
Son, Jesus Christ in the Holy
Eucharist. We are obliged to adore
Him, to give Him thanks and to
make reparation for sins. We need
Your peace in our hearts and
among nations. We need conver-
sion from our sins and the mercy of
Your forgiveness. May we obtain
this through prayer and our union
with the Eucharistic Lord. Please
send down the Holy Spirit upon all
peoples to give them love, courage,
strength and willingness to respond
to the invitation to Eucharistic
Adoration. We beseech You to
spread exposition of the Most
Blessed Sacrament in parishes
around the world. We ask this in
the name of Jesus the Lord.
Amen

Prayer for the Spread
of Eucharistic

Adoration
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Christ the King Athletics
by Frank Becht

Over the past 50 years, the
Christ the King sports program has
developed from no facilities to
meager facilities and now in 2005
to excellent facilities which gives
our school the chance to excel. Our
staff of teachers and coaches is
poised to make a new beginning
with our new Principal, Stefanie
Chinault, and many new teachers.
They are committed and dedicated
to make Christ the King School the
“hallmark” of the Arlington
Community.

Leading the parade of energetic
staff is long time teacher/coach
Angela Whitson who has been
assigned the task of Athletic
Director. Angela graduated from

Bishop Kenny in 1981. She came to
work at Christ the King in1982,
where she has worked for the past
17 years. During this time she has
played an integral part in Christ the
King Sports; Angela has coached
cheerleading, girls basketball and
boys and girls softball in the past at
Christ the King. 

The Christ the King Athletic
program encompasses basketball,
softball, soccer and volleyball.
Basketball includes girls and boys

teams and girls cheerleading. The
teams are all known as the Ravens.

The Ravens Boys’ Basketball
team is coached by Mark
Shannahan who is assisted by
David Wendell and Bucky Flye.
This is Marks second year in

coaching at Christ thee King; his
full time job is as an Insurance
Adjuster for Auto Owners
Insurance Company. The team is
made up of students of the 8th
grade, 7th grade and 6th grade.
Students include; 8th grade Ernest
Barber, Vincent Evans, George
Nagle and Aaron Plotz; 7th grade
Parker Flye, Matt Jones, Nicholas
Joost, Frantz Loiseau, Johnny
Matthews, Jacob Merolle, Chad
Wendel and Bobby Yarborough;
6th grade Karl Patterson, Zacke
Favre, Adam De Vera and Brandon
Chin.

The Ravens Girls’ Basketball
team is coached by Kim Gallon,

who is coaching at Christ the King
a second year; she is assisted by
Jason Gaines. The team is made up
of 6th, 7th and 8th graders; 8th
grade Carina Shefffield, Sawsan
Shami, Jordan Kierce and Terri
Harris; 7th grade Morgan Gatman,
Vicki Harris, Laura Jones, Payton
Kierce and MacKenzie Nichols;
6th grade Hayden Corben, Stefanie
Joost, Kayla Klinkenberg and
Alexandra Torres.

The Ravens Cheerleading team
is coached by Melissa Mitchell, a
Resource teacher at Christ the

King. The team is
made up of 5th ,
6th, 7th  and 8th
graders; 8th grade
Darian Azar,
Kaylee Burke,

Christi Diaz, Mallory Frye, Christy
Logan, Ali Luke, Erin Mikell, Alina
Musharbash, Grace Ramirez and
Katlin Williamson; 7th grade
Kallie; 6th grade Allison Mixon,

Samantha Nagle and Devin
Rhoden; 5thh grade Maddie Vestal.

The teams practice and play
their games in a very modern and
well maintained gym as opposed to
the original outdoor asphalt court,
now a baseball diamond. The boys
and girls softball teams will begin
soon in their conditioning for the
2006 season, which will start in late
February. The soccer and volleyball

programs will start after
Thanksgiving and end in February. 

The boy’s softball team will be
coached for a third year by Troy
Barras who has two children in
Christ the King; Troy will have
Eddie Oliver as assistant coach.
Troy is in the United States Navy at
Naval Air Station, Jacksonville as
an instructor in airbourne
electronics.

The girl’s softball team will be
coached for the first year by Myrna
Leonard who has a son at Christ the
King. Theresa Matthews who has
been the head coach for three years
is stepping down to assistant coach
for business reasons since she is the
owner – operator of the Arlington
School of Massage.

The soccer team will be
coached by Jose Sandoval and will
be a co-ed team of boys and girls.

This year the volleyball team
will be all-girls and will be coached
by Lindsey Ward.

We will update the sports
program with information on the
softball, soccer and volleyball
teams.

Coaches, assistant coaches and
all involved in making Christ the
King the “Hallmark” of the
Arlington Community, the whole
community of Christ the King,
support you!!! 

Juliana Bejarano 10 
Brian Burnes 11
Ashleigh Costanza 12 
Cameron Crews 12
Agustin D’Orazio 9 
Jennifer Detmers 12 
Ryan Duzon 11 
Christine Grochmal 9

Lauren Grochmal 12
Katherine Hayes 12
Christopher Infante 11 
Jeremiah Jossim 12 
Jaaziel Juego 10 
Victoria Lynch 11 
Connor Marsh 10 
Melissa Mayotte 11 

Lauren McGill 11 
Nicole Miller 12 
Megan Mitchell 10 
Zachary Neaves 10 
Paul Nguyen 11 
Matthew Niesen 9 
Adriana Pena-Ariet 12 
Lauren Petit 12

Jacob Plotz 11
Redan Reyes 11
Carlson Salud 12
Hillary Turner 9
Amy Wallace 9
Sarah Woosley 11
Allie Yocum 12

Bishop Kenny High School
First Quarter Honor Roll

2005-2006

Bishop Kenny High School
Christ the King

2005-2006 Awards

Juliana Bejarano Principal’s Honor Roll Most Outstanding in Pre-Algebra
Rebecca Flagg Most Outstanding in Family Consumer Science
Jaaziel Juego President’s Honor Roll Most Outstanding in Spanish
Allison Lynch Community Service 110 Hours
Mark McCall Most Outstanding in Biology
Megan Mitchell Principal’s Honor Roll Most Outstanding in Pre- Algebra
Jocelyn Scott Community Service 116 Hours
Carly Shepherd Most Outstanding in Physical Science
Jacob Plotz Principal’s Honor RollCommunity Service 126 Hours

Principal’s Honors is “Second Honors”
President’s Honors is “ First Honors”

Bishop John Snyder
High School 
Honor Roll

Second Honors:

Taylor Hull
Robert Jordan
Jammarie Porter
Mary-Katherine Register
Jessica Stamper
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BOY SCOUT
TROOP 5

Fred Gardner

I am writing to tell you a true
story about Troop 5 and myself. It
started when my son was only 9
and still in Cub Scouts two years
away from Boy Scouts. Another
dad of an older boy approached me.
He was just getting ready to cross
over to Boy Scouts. The dad
expressed concerns to me about the
operation of the troop. He was not
specific. After one year in the
troop, he and some other fathers
(all members of this church) moved
their kids to Troop 382 at the
United Methodist Church.

Two years later, my son moved
up to Boy Scouts and joined Troop
5. What I found was a scoutmaster
that had been searching for a
replacement for two years and had
been just waiting for someone to
step up. He had lost his drive for
the meetings and planning trips. I
had two choices; I could leave like
the others or I could stay and fix the
Troop. I prayed about it for a
month. In the end, I was told to take
over as Scout Master and do my
best to fix the Troop.

The first thing that I did was to
inform the dads that had left and
ask them to come back. They all

refused. They told me excuses like:
I want my son to have friends
outside the church-It’s closer to my
house-They all meet on the same
night-All my son’s friends go
there-The troop is too small.
Luckily Pat O’Rourke was there to
help. He and I were the only two
dads from our church in the Troop
when I first started. With his help, I
was able to weed out the really bad
problems over the next few
months. By the fall, we had a solid
little troop of six boys. 

That fall only one boy from our
church joined. His dad, Steve
Zeiler, has been a great help.  The
following year another dad, Chris
Smith joined us. Now the troop has
four boys from our church in it and
us four dads to help out. They have
been fantastic. If I only had more
help, our church could have the
best troop in the city. 

But every year more boys go to
the troops at other churches.
Sometimes they are not even
Catholic churches. They listen to
hearsay and rumors about our troop
from the ones that have never been
in our troop. Not one boy who has
ever gone on a trip with us has left
for another troop. Most don’t even
try. I do not understand how people
can abandon their church troop so
easily.

I would welcome all the input
and help I could get. I would ask
that when your boy joins Boy
Scouts, you would come and help. I
bet that if you gave us six months,
went on two trips and actively
participated, you would love our
troop as much as Pat, Steve, Chris
and I do.

Scout Honored
The resolution by the Jacksonville
City Council reprinted below
recognizes Scout Philip
Seidenstricker:

Introduced by Council Members
Ray, Alvarez, Brown, Clark,
Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels,
Davis, Fullwood, Fussell, Graham,
Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones,
Lockett-Felder, Self, Shad and
Yates:

Resolution 2205 - 1037-A

A resolution honoring and
commending Philip
Seidenstricker for his community
activism and contributions.

Whereas, Philip Jacob
Seidenstricker is a 16 year old
resident of Arlington and a Boy
Scout in the troop at Christ the
King Catholic Church where he has
held several leadership positions
and has nearly completed the
requirements for advancement to
the rank of Eagle Scout; and

Whereas, Philip previously
attended a school for children with
learning disabilities before being
admitted to Bishop John Snyder
High School, a college prep school
on the City’s Westside; and

Whereas, Philip Seidenstricker is

an active athlete, participating on
the wrestling and basketball teams
at his school and earning a Black
Belt in karate; and 

Whereas, after several incidents of
crime in his neighborhood, Philip
conceived and undertook a
campaign to start a Neighborhood
Watch program in his area, going
door-to-door to collect over 100
signatures of interested participants
which led to the organization of an
active Neighborhood Watch for the
benefit and safety of his friends and
neighbors; and 

Whereas, Philip Seidenstricker is a
shining example of the good that is
accomplished in our community by
positive, active, engaged youth,
some of whom contribute greatly
even while overcoming personal
challenges and difficulties; now
therefore

Be it resolved by the Council of
the City of Jacksonville:
That the City hereby honors and
commends Philip Seidenstricker
for his positive outlook on life and
his outstanding contributions to his
neighborhood and his city,
particularly through his
participation in Scouting and his
organization of a Neighborhood
Watch program for his
neighborhood. His life and his
example of leadership and
involvement are an inspiration to
all who know him.

Adopted by the Council
October, 11, 2005
Kevin E. Hyde, Council President
Attest: Sheryl L. Brown
Council Secretary

Father Joe
Shares Some Wisdom

by Lucille Guzzone

On the last Wednesday evening in October, Father Joe McDonnell took
part in the annual covered dish dinner for children, grades 1 - 4 of the
Religious Education School and their families. The purpose of the event
was two fold: one, to encourage fellowship and two, to allow the children
an opportunity to ask a priest questions about their Faith. Although most
questions pertained to the teachings of the Catholic Church, many were
quite personal. For example, one child asked Father when and why he
became a priest, and another wanted to know what a priest does in his
“real life” when he is home and away from his work. Andy, our
seminarian was on hand to lend a little humor to some of those answers!
Overall, the evening was quite educational and enjoyable. The older
children in grades 5 - 8 will enjoy the same kind of gathering in the
Spring.

Love at Christmas

submitted by Mickey Kenny,
straight from the internet by an
anonymous author

If I decorate my house perfectly
with plaid bows, strands of
twinkling lights and shiny balls, but
do not show love to my family, I’m
just another decorator. If I slave
away in the kitchen, baking dozens
of Christmas cookies, preparing
gourmet meals, and arranging a
beautifully adorned table at
mealtime, but do not show love to
my family, I’m just another cook. If
I work at the soup kitchen, carol in
the nursing home, and give all that
I have to charity, but do not show
love to my family, it profits me
nothing. If I trim the spruce with
shimmering angels, and crocheted
snowflakes, attend a myriad of

holiday parties, and sing in the
choir’s cantata, but do not focus on
Christ, I have missed the point. 

Love stops the cooking to hug
the child. Love sets aside the
decorating to kiss the husband.
Love is kind, though harried and
tired. Love doesn’t envy another’s
home that has coordinated
Christmas china and table linens.
Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get
out of the way, but is thankful they
are there to be in the way. Love
doesn’t give only to those who are
able to give in return, but rejoices
in giving to those who can’t. Love
bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never fails. Video games will
break, pearl necklaces will be lost,
golf clubs will rust... but giving the
gift of love will endure.



Mrs. O’Connor’s Confirmation
class washed cars on Saturday, the
15th of October, before, during and
after the 5:00 p.m. Mass for the
benefit of the victims of the recent
hurricanes in the Gulf. They
collected over $200. The Holy
Spirit is working in these young
people!
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Christ the King
Child Care

by Theresa Little

Well our VPK (Voluntary Pre-
Kindergarten) class began in
August. We have 36 children
registered and attending. We have
had a fantastic start to the school
year, and can’t believe how fast
time is passing.  It’s already
October and we have had the
photographers in for our pictures.
Overall the child care center
currently has 140+ children
registered and attending.

Our relationship with the
Mayor’s Early Literacy Program
has expanded and now we have an
infant/toddler specialist who is
working with the ladies in the
infant, one year olds, 18-24 month
olds, and our 2 year old rooms.

We are developing new
environments, schedules and will
soon be using a brand new
infant/toddler curriculum.  We are
excited about all of the changes and
enhancements to our program.
These services are now in addition
to our pre-school coach who has
been working with our pre-school
teachers since last year.  In addition
to the wonderful resource of having
literacy coaches, a professional
development specialist, an

environmental specialist, and our
infant/toddler coach, we have also
been blessed with some classroom
resources paid for through a grant.
Items such as two new glider/
rockers for the infant room,
bookshelves in our one year old
room, toys, books etc... have all
been made available to us and we
are grateful.

More big news is that two of
our long time and experienced
teachers are completing the CDA
coursework and will have their
National CDA credential soon.  A
Big CONGRATULATIONS To
Pearl Wise and Natividad Rivera!!!
Their commitment to our children
is exemplified by their willingness
to give up their weekends and free
time to complete this work. Thank
You!!

But life at Christ the King Child
Care isn’t only about work-a-day
activities. Some days we party; and
Halloween was one of them.
Seventy children and twelve
parents visited Merrill Lynch and
‘trick-and-treated’ their way
through five floors of the company.
What a wonderful fun day we had.

Religious Education for
Children

2005 - 2006
by Lucille Guzzone

Parish children who do not
attend our school were enrolled in
the Religious Education for
Children (REC) program on
Wednesday evening, August, 23rd.
A short informative assembly for
parents preceded the actual
registration. A total of 100 children
in grades 1-8 enrolled that evening.
Parents continued to check in their
children throughout the month of
September raising the numbers of
students to well above 130. The
First Communion class alone has
33 students! 

One of the goals of this weekly
meeting is to work closely with the
religion classes of Christ the King
School offering the public school
children a thorough study of their

Catholic faith. Meetings among the
catechists of both schools take
place concerning textbooks and
other media used in the education
process. 

Father Thanh welcomed the
families of the REC children with a
special Mass the evening of
September 28. He emphasized the
year of the Eucharist by stressing
LOVE that comes with the frequent
reception of the Sacrament. Many
enriching activities are planned for
the children in addition to their
regular classes. The staff is made
up of experienced and qualified
teachers who are truly devoted to
their pupils.

A calendar of events is
provided to all families in order to
keep abreast of important activities.

by Lucy Hollum

1956
Christ the King School started

with the first to fifth grades. Then a
class a year was added until we got
to eight grades. 

My two young children went
from first to eighth grade in Christ
the King School, but my older boy,
already in sixth grade went to
public schools.

George and I as parents
participated in all school functions.
We had teen dances, carnivals, St.
Patty’s Day festival where
everyone had to wear green, even
us Italians.

Monday nights Alhambra
Theater closed so they let Christ the
King use if for fund-raisers. We put
on all types of shows. Ann Seravo

and I were “Can Can girls with our
little pink ruffled skirts and pink
panties to match. Now you have to
realize we were both chubby at the
time. Ha!

These teachers I remember
(please forgive me if I don’t spell
your name correctly, after all I am
now an old lady of 83 years). 

Our teachers were Miss
Walhesen, Miss Lucy, Johnny
Owens, Mary Ward, Sister Maria,
Sister Carmela, Sister Theresa,
Sister Celene, Miss Glean, Miss
Smith, Miss Lennon, Mrs.
McGovern, Miss Polly Lotz, Mary
Lo Pres, Helen Thurson, Miss
Sequina, and Miss Witsky.  Mr.
Wally McNelly was our only male
teacher. Sister Ethelburger was the
principal at the time - then Mary
Ward who was Librarian became
our Principal.

Mr. Levesque and Mr Do were
our custodians, they helped us with
all our heavy work.

In 1963 Martha Grosshoalz
went to Father Lenihan (our pastor)
at the time and told him our school
of 875 students now needed a
cafeteria. We had a lovely stainless
steel kitchen that was not being
used. 

So of course we started with
volunteers. I loved to cook, so I was
the first to volunteer.  Then came
Dale Clifton, Dixie O’Brien and
Patty Wrigley.  Mary Evelyn Taply
was our cashier.  (Patty Wrigley
worked with us for two weeks and
decided the work was too hard for
her.)

Sylvia Fowler come with us in
1971 as manager, I made her my
assistant. While cashiers Marlene
Robertson,  Isabel Bogel and Sue
Gardener, worked together for 22
years, never with an unkind word
for each other. Eileen Gleason
volunteered and I understand she
still volunteers two times a week at
cafeteria.

We served full
meals a la carte.
Spaghetti and meat
sauce was the
children’s favorite.
We also served
beefaroni, lasagna,
meat stew
hamburgers and hot
dogs, French fries,
fish sticks tater-tots.
We served fruit,

celery, carrot sticks and cookies at
all meals. 

We also made homemade sheet
cakes. We served it with Sylvia’s
frosting which the children loved.

Then in 1985 after 22 years, I
was tired, my legs were giving me
problems so I decided to retire.

The children made me a lovely
poster which all grades signed. 

I understand that with only 475
students presently going to Christ
the King, we must encourage our
young people to get back into our
school system.  It’s a great place to
raise children.

My life was so enriched by the
children of Christ the King.  I
learned that along with patience
and perseverance, honesty is the
best policy.

Lucy Hollum Remembers
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Youth Activities
Boys’ Club

by Blake Williamson

To sum up a Boys’ Club event we have to look at where it started and
where it’s going. Boys’ Club is a new program that was once created by a
group of guys in the Julington Creek area. One of the members decided to
bring this Christ based message to high school guys here at Christ the
King! I call it Boys’ Club not because we aren’t good enough to be MEN,
but by the simple fact that we (boys) know that the definition of a man is
to be about God! We humbly know that and that’s what we are striving
for. So as I say this, remember B.A.M. means Be A Man.

We simply get together to do fun and kind of crazy events from play-
ing sports, eating at every event and making commercial videos (of
course, with a twist of funnies) with a Christian message. It’s simply let-
ting a guy be a guy. We take this time to invite guys in high school who
want to be about it and come hang for a bit. BAM for God!!! You can con-
tact James at jcbeich@cs.com or Blake at sbwmuzak@hotmail.com, or
call the youth office at Christ the King at 425-4215. B.A.M.

Girls’ Club
by Jamie Easter

The Girls’ Club is where high school girls can hang out with other
girls their age. We are able to talk about issues that are important to us and
God without having the boys around. Meetings are held on the first and
third Sunday of every month and include bagels and beverages, and hav-
ing a good time.

Last week our meeting was held at Myrna’s house. We opened in
prayer and began watching the television series Joan of Arcadia. The
show is about a teenage girl who is struggling with her life and her rela-
tionship with God. There was discussion about the show and we ended in
prayer. We ate good food and enjoyed each others presence. 

It was a blast and I encourage you to join us November 6, 2005. We
will be watching the next episode and having loads of fun. If you have any

questions, just ask Christina Davis at lifeteenjax@yahoo.com or me,
Jamie Easter at belistikchik@hotmail.com or call the youth office at 425-
4215.

Meet Matt, Our Parish Council Representative
by Christina Davis

Matt Sills is a senior at Bishop Kenny High School. Matt was recent-
ly asked to join the Parish Council as the Youth Ministry Representative.
This is a new step for the Parish Council, as Matt is the first High School
Youth to sit on the committee. Matt was selected to sit on the council,
because of his experience with LIFE TEEN.  He has been a member since
his freshman year and because of his interest. Matt was selected to attend
Boys’ State this summer in Tallahassee, Florida. To attend Boys’ State you
have to be recommended and show an interest in government and leader-
ship. We are very lucky to have someone with the experience of being part
of council and who is a natural leader. Matt also serves as a lector at the
Sunday LIFE TEEN Mass and as peer minister within LIFE TEEN.

Helping Raise Over $1200 for Hurricane Katrina
by Katherine Ramsey

Our LIFE TEEN group got together right after the destruction of
Hurricane Katrina to figure out what to do to help these victims. We came
up with the idea of an all-night bowl-a-thon at Beach Bowl. We had a turn
out of about 35 kids. The bowling began at 11pm and lasted until 7am. We
had all of Beach Bowl to ourselves, with great music, free pool tables, and
10% of the purchases from the snack bar was given to us for donations.
We stayed up all night and, with the pledges each of us made, we raised
over $1200. The money earned will be going to a high school affected by
Katrina, which will take a lot of time and money to return back to normal.
All the teens had a great time and met many new people.

Spiritual Foundation- Extreme Makeover
by Tim Toledo

“Our faith is like a house, with-
out a strong foundation it will fall.”

On the day of September 2,
members of the LIFE TEEN (LT)
core and teens, set out on a retreat
to Camp Cherry Lake. At six
o’clock, the teens and core began to
board the bus, for a two-hour ride.
Some people might think that with
a group of teens in a crowded bus,
people may start to grow restless. It
was the complete opposite, at least
on my bus. The bus ride was filled
with talking, card playing, and the
highlight of the bus ride, “the rap
battles.” We then arrived at camp
around 11 and it still was not time
for sleep. After getting the low-
down on the rules of the camp by a
wonderful skit performed by
Melissa, Blake, and Natalie, we
entered the main hall to have Mass.
The Mass was to get us ready to
become closer to God throughout
the weekend. Then a member of the
core, Lori-Ann, talked to us about
her experiences in becoming closer
to Christ. Finally around one
o’clock it was time for lights out. 

On Saturday morning, every-
one was awakened early. The late
people, Father Thanh, Seminarian
Andy Blaszkowski, Will
Blanchard, and I, were forced to
spell our names with our rear ends.
After a couple of games to help us
wake up and become acquainted
with people whom we did not know
yet, we went and had breakfast.

Following breakfast, we once again
went into the main hall, this time
for a little praise and worship.
Personally this was one of my
favorite parts of the retreat. The
hall was filled with teens dancing
and singing to songs most people
have heard at LT.

It was then time to get down to
the reason we were on this trip – to
become closer to God. Throughout
Saturday and Sunday, different
members of the Core, including
Blake, Myrna, Melissa, and our
very own teen, Matt Sills, gave
talks to us teens, about how they
feel towards God, and how we
could become closer to God. From
Melissa talking about tools, to
Blake smashing down a house,
symbolizing the theme of the
retreat, to Matt Sills using lyrics of
a song, they all tried to get the same
message across, “The foundation of
your faith must be strong.”
Through hardships and turmoil, no
matter what happens, God will
always be there to pick you up.

Following lunch, LIFE TEEN
members, Victoria, Allison, Laura,
Jammarie, Jamie, Hannah, Carlos
and myself put on a skit to help
emphasize what different forms of
sin could lead some people to do.
No words were used in the skit,
except in the song that was being
played in the background, “Turn
Around.” Although no words were
used it was very powerful and I
believe touched some people. Mad
props to Carlos and Hannah, as

they were the two main characters.
I am not sure, but I heard that the
skit brought tears to some people’s
eyes.

After the skit, and after a talk
from Seminarian Andy, the teens

were able to go to reconciliation if
they wanted.  It was not required
for a teen to go but most did. At
first I was a little reluctant to go,
but as I saw people standing up to
go to reconciliation and with the
motivation of some friends I finally
gained the courage to go. Going to
reconciliation was the one moment
of my retreat that I will never for-
get. It helped me put life into per-
spective and realize that the path I
had been taking was not the path
that God wished for me to choose.

Saturday night ended with a
special dinner, in the theme of the
Middle Ages, provided by Parents
for LIFE. The cafeteria area where
we were eating, had been decorated
to look like a castle. Finally before
getting a chance to sleep after an
exhausting day, we were given an
hour of adoration. A time to just be

in the presence of the Lord. The
power of adoration was seen when
a couple of people began to tear up.

After getting probably five
hours of sleep, Sunday began just
as Saturday had, with the exception

of having to get to
know people, and any-
one being late. People
made sure that they
would be on time.
Everyone at camp
knew we would be
leaving soon and so
people had mixed
emotions. Happy
going back to
Jacksonville, but sad

in leaving a weekend where so
much fun was had. Everyone also
knew about the skits that were
going to have to be made, in order
to show appreciation for all that the
Parents for LIFE did throughout the
weekend. All the groups had good
skits, most of them making us
laugh. Only one could be awarded
the inaugural trophy for best skit.
I’m usually not one to brag, but my
group did win, thanks in part to
Matt Sills and James.

The bus ride home was unlike
the ride there. This time it was
filled with people talking about the
retreat, what they were going to do
with the day off from school the
next day, or singing the retreat
theme song. The retreat ended with
us walking into the church, not by
ourselves, but as a group, a founda-
tion on which to build our faith.
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A Year in the Life of 
Andrzej “Andy” Blaszkowski, Seminarian

by Pat King

How blessed we are! Christ the
King has the great fortune to have
Andy Blaszkowski assigned to the
parish for a year’s pastoral
internship. Since joining our Christ
the King family this summer, Andy
has become involved in serving the
many needs of our parish
community. He was gracious to
allow me the opportunity to
interview him for the Courier -
inquiring minds want to know! The
following questions/answers and
narrative came from those
interviews.

Name: Andrzej Blaszkowski
Birthday: September 20th

Parents: father, Waclaw (deceased);
mother, Stefania
Siblings: 3 brothers - Zbigniew,
Krzysztof, Remek (Fr. Remek)  1
sister - Katarzyna
Hometown: Malbork, Poland (near
Gdansk)
Education: studied law and then
entered Sacred Heart School of
Theology in Wisconsin
Hobbies: tennis, soccer, flight
simulator
Favorite Restaurant: Daniel’s (but
he likes Mexican food too)

Question: How much longer do you
have as a seminarian?
Response: I have this
one year of Pastoral
Internship at Christ the
King and then only
one more year to
include three
semesters of final
academics.

Question: Who/What
inspired you to
become a priest?
Response: In Poland I
was very involved in parish life. I
was an altar server and lector. After
passing my comprehensive exams
from high school, many of my
friends and classmates assumed I
was going into the priesthood. Not
sharing their direction for my life, I
instead went to law school for two
years. I then came to the United

States. Through my brother,
Remek, I was introduced to Father
John Tetlow who at the time was
the Vocational Director for the St.
Augustine Diocese. Father Tetlow
“recruited” my brother, Remek,
(who was just ordained a priest this
past May and is serving at St.
Catherine’s Parish in Orange Park)
and later me. Father John Tetlow
was responsible for my first steps. I
applied to this diocese, came before
the Board of Vocations and was
then approved to become a
seminarian at Sacred Heart.

Question: Did Pope John Paul’s
papacy have any effect on your
vocation?
Response: Yes, his example as a
man of prayer was an inspiration.
As a matter of fact, my favorite
book, Memory and Identity, was
written by Pope John Paul II. I
highly recommend it.

Question: Do you feel that you
have a specific “calling” to a
particular ministry within the
church?
Response: I’m very open to any
opportunity that presents itself.
During my CPE (Clinical Pastoral
Education) I had to do the required
rounds as a Hospital Chaplain. I
surprised myself because I was
definitely hesitant at first.
However, it was one of the most
rewarding and enriching
experiences that I’ve had.

Question: Where would you like to
be assigned after you’re ordained?
Response: Only the Holy Spirit and
Bishop Galeone know. As long as I
can serve God’s people it doesn’t
really matter to me.

Question: Do you have any advice
for someone thinking about going
into religious life?
Response: Allow yourself to try it.
Denying the possibility or ignoring
the inner voice calling you to a
vocation isn’t the answer. It’s an
awesome call. If you’re looking for
true happiness, this is the highest
happiness one could ever achieve.

In all of my life, I haven’t been
more happy than I am now.  
Question: What’s your impression
of the U.S.?
Response: You’ve got to love it -
it’s a great place to be!

Andy has already jumped in
with both feet to begin his life as a

seminarian at Christ the King. LIFE
TEEN was the very first
opportunity for involvement. On
his return trip from visiting family
and friends in Poland, he was
“bumped” on his flight and arrived
in Steubenville for the Youth Rally
with literally the clothes on his
back. With his positive disposition,
Andy handled the challenge very
well and as he mentioned, “It was a
great way to get to know the kids
and adult leaders; understanding
the depth of their spiritual life.” As
a continuation of this growth, Andy
was able to attend another LIFE
TEEN retreat over the Labor Day
weekend which made an even
greater impact. He was able to
witness their enthusiasm for faith
and the sacraments, hunger for the
Eucharist, and zeal for prayer.
Another element of
this retreat was the
strong presence and
support of the Parents
for Life. Andy has
great respect for the
example they provide
and admiration for the
time and effort spent to
make this retreat so
successful. Andy
continues to enjoy his
association with LIFE TEEN
serving as counselor, and role
model for the youth of our parish.

As we’re all aware, Christ the
King has been short staffed recently
which added a different dimension
to Andy’s responsibilities. A
newcomer himself, Andy soon
became the “veteran” offering
assistance to visiting priests.
Whether church related or
incidental events, Andy was there
to provide assistance. Father Abba
who was on a month’s assignment
to our parish from Nigeria provided
learning experiences for both men.
Andy served as chauffeur, alarm
clock, and cultural liaison as he
shadowed Fr. Abba during his stay.
For instance, many of the nuances
of living in Florida needed to be
explained. On a beautiful sunny
day off, Andy decided that Father
Abba couldn’t go home without
visiting our sandy beaches. Upon
arriving, Andy was perplexed when
Father Abba kept backing up
instead of walking into the surf. He
shared that in Nigeria crocodiles
and piranhas often inhabit their
waters, so the pleasant outing
turned into a teachable moment for
Andy. However, no amount of
explaining and cajoling by Andy

calmed Father Abba’s fear.
He enjoyed picking up
seashells, but never got
more than his ankles wet.
The month turned out to be
a cultural exchange
between Nigeria and
Poland with both men
adjusting to life not just at
Christ the King, but the
United States as well. 

Do you have a child
attending Christ the King School?
If you do, I’m sure that you’ve
heard glowing reports of Andy’s
religion classes that he teaches. He
works with all grade levels K-8, but
has scheduled one hour every other
week for the students in 6th, 7th, and
8th grades. During the month of
October, Andy focused his lessons
on Mary and in the months to come
will try to give the students a better
understanding of our Catholic
teachings and how they can be
applied to daily living. You might
have seen Andy shooting hoops
with the boys’ basketball team too.
He really enjoys getting involved in
all aspects of our parish!

If you’ve attended Mass on
Wednesdays at 5:30, you’ve heard
Andy’s weekly reflection. He uses
the readings or gospel for the day

and helps to interpret how we as
Catholics can apply Scripture to
make it more meaningful in our
lives. Andy is grateful for this
opportunity and feels that the
experience will better prepare him
for the priesthood.

In addition to all of the above
responsibilities, Andy also has
become involved in visitations to
hospitals and homebound
parishioners. The residents at the
Atrium are so fortunate to have
Andy celebrate a Communion
Service on Thursdays. This
wonderful outreach maintains the
connection between once vital
church members who due to poor
health might not be able to fully
participate in our parish life.

Andy appreciates the great
example he has in Father Thanh as
a leader and spiritual mentor. In the
few short months that Andy has
been with us, it’s already obvious
that he is making a difference. His
pleasant disposition, humility,
depth of faith, and sense of humor
have already been recognized. I’m
sure that all of us will continue to
make Andy feel at home and happy
to be a part of our Christ the King
family.


