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C O U R I E RC O U R I E R

by Father Thanh

This faithful couple has been active in Christ the King for
many years. She is a homemaker who belongs to the Arlington
Women’s Club and is a “behind the scenes” volunteer at Christ
the King.

He was assigned at one time to protect the president and is
a retiree of the CIA. He is a greeter, an usher, and a sacristan.
He writes for the Christ the King Courier. He is involved with

the Arlington
C h u r c h e s
Together and is
currently a
Chairperson for
SHaDCO.

Both are
members of the
St. Vincent
dePaul Society,
and the Militia of
the Immaculata.
They are both
E x t r a o r d i n a r y
E u c h a r i s t i c

Ministers and both work with the Visitation of the Sick
Ministry.

He belongs to the Knights of Columbus and she belongs to
the K’Cees, the Altar Society, and the CKCCW. Recently she
has been seriously ill. Even in the midst of this, she still
continued to broadcast the “good news.” She invited whoever
came into her room to come to Christ the King. The fact that
she is still alive is a miracle.

If you happen to attend the 7 a.m. Mass, chances are you
will see them at the Militia of the Immaculata table welcoming
new comers to Christ the King. I’m sure a lot of you know who
I am speaking of by now. I’d like to introduce Dick and
LeRoss Hulcher, our first couple we would like to honor
tonight.

One lady among us has
been a Christ the King for
about thirty-four years. She
is the mother of four
children and  has been a
widow for many years.
People say she is an
unassuming, behind the
scenes, tireless supporter of
Christ the King and its
mission for service to
others.

She is actively involved
in the St. Vincent dePaul
Ministry. Often times you
will see her Toyota in front
of church to collect the

generous donations from our parishioners who left them in
baskets in the gathering area. She attends our Beyond Sunday
presentations and belongs to a Small Faith-Sharing group.

She is faithful to the 6:30 a.m. daily Mass and organizes the
readers for this daily Mass as well. She serves with enthusiasm
and compassion.

She is very athletic and owns a skatepark.  She loves to run
for charitable events and also enters the River Run Marathon
every year. As a matter of fact, she came in first place for her
age group this year. Most of you have guessed by now who our
honoree is so let me ask Helen Ramos to come up to the
podium.

I know a lot of you are Gator fans, but today I am
introducing a couple who are Seminole fans. They met at FSU
while in the Campus Ministry and fell in love. Even though the
odds were against them, they continued dating and about five
or six years ago they were married.

They have a very deep spirituality grounded in their
p e r s o n a l
relationship
with God:
rooted in
prayer, the
E u c h a r i s t ,
and service.
They are
involved in
the Diocesan
Young Adult
E m m a u s
Ministry. 

A b o u t
nine years ago,
when a special ministry was founded, they were asked to
volunteer to help and they have been active in it ever since. She
is a teacher of sign language and plays the piano. He plays
guitar and has a wonderful voice that captures the attention of
those who hear him sing. Their ministry is so powerful that it
has touched a lot of parishioners, especially young people and
if you happened to attend the Sunday 5 p.m. Mass during the
last nine years, you have experienced their special talents.

They have shared their talents to promote many other
ministries by asking the members of their ministry to extend
their time and talents for parish functions such as the Carnival,
Christ the King’s Fiftieth Anniversary, and Confirmation
Masses.

Their dedication has been an inspiration to our parishioners
and their special ministry is a good example of Stewardship.
They have definitely  used their time and talents to build up our
community of faith . . . especially for young couples. It is my
pleasure to ask the directors of our Life Teen Music Ministry,
Phil & Rebecca Militante to please come up to the podium.

Honorees’ 2006 - Ministry DinnerHonorees’ 2006 - Ministry Dinner

continued on back page
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Father Thanh’s  Message

The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family
with information and news regarding our faith and parish ministries. The goal is to
share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our
parish in the hope that people can use this information to bring them closer to God
and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two of many of God's
gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love,
and fellowship of Christ the King Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his
message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ the King.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the
reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as exemplifying the content and
character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed
in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, gentleness and patience.  Bear
with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.
The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put
on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because
it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King
Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to refuse articles, poetry,
advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of
advertising in these pages does not imply endorsement of businesses, services and
products.  Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all media.
Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

Christ the King Courier
742 N. Arlington Road
Jacksonville, FL 32211
Phone: (904) 724-0080 Fax: 721-2326
Email: CKCourier@hotmail.com

Publisher:  Father Thanh Thai Nguyen
Managing Editor:  Judy Koziolek
Associate Editor:   Mary Ann Sullivan

DDeeddiiccaatt iioonn    ttoo     OOuurr EEii ll eeeenn
by George Olin Middleton

This issue of Christ the King Courier is lovingly dedicated to Eileen
Porter, one of the founding members of the editorial staff of the Courier.
Eileen Porter was a devoted veteran, wife, mother,  and grandmother.
Those of us who knew her celebrated her dedication
to God, country, family, and her parish. 

Eileen was involved in many activities at
Christ the King. Over the years, she served on
many committees, willingly doing anything
she was asked. She contributed in many
ways as part of our editorial staff.  She
wrote most of the articles on Stewardship
over the last eight years and proofed most
of the articles that were written by others. 

She was a founding member of the
Stewardship Committee. One of the duties of
the Stewardship Committee was to prepare and
stuff envelopes for parish mailings. Sister Therese
worked along with us when she was here at Christ the
King. She called us “The Holy Stuffers.” Eileen was one of the
“Holies.”

As a member of the Stewardship Committee, Eileen attended
national conventions of the Catholic Stewardship Commission. Eileen
took the commitment to stewardship very seriously. Among others, she
attended conventions in Washington, DC, Chicago, San Diego and New
Orleans. If we attended a seminar at one of these conventions that was
just a bit boring, Eileen never complained or criticized. If the seminar
was particularly inspiring and uplifting, Eileen was enthusiastic in her
support.

Eileen was a volunteer worker in the Rectory office. She did
computer work and anything else that needed to be done.

Eileen volunteered as Usher . . . She was the first woman usher,
appointed by Monsignor Danaher.

In recent years, when her health was failing, Eileen gave us the same
bright, smiling, upbeat persona she has always presented. This is the
way we will remember her.

Eileen is no longer with us except in memory, but we will always
feel her presence. I am sure that Heaven has rewarded Eileen with many
stars in her crown. She earned everyone of them.

More photos on page 11

As I write these lines, we are in the second half of the month of May.
It is the month during which Catholics traditionally remember and honor
our Blessed Mother. Mary plays an important role in our Catholic
tradition. Mary is the Mother of God. Mary is the Mother of Jesus. Mary
is the Mother of the Church.

I am sure you remember and honor our Blessed Mother, especially in
your Rosaries. Many parishioners attended the first Saturday Mass in
May at the Grotto and said the Rosary after Mass in honor of her. Our
Vietnamese Community honored her with a Marian procession before the
2:00 p.m. Mass on May 14. Our Fil-Am Community celebrated the Barrio
Fiesta on May 21st with the same intention.

The motherhood of Mary reminds us of our mother and all mothers.
We remember and honor them on the second Sunday of May each year .
. . Mother’s Day. We praise God for our life-givers’ high and precious
vocation. We are grateful for all that goes into mothering. We pray for
those who struggle with their motherhood. Each of us remembers and
honors her in one’s own special way. I share with you the words of Joe
Paterno, Head Football Coach of Penn State University about his mother:

I have so many wonderful memories of my mother. Sometimes it’s
fun just to think about her and her rituals. The daily inspection every
day before we went to school: “Hair combed? Face clean? No jelly
stains on the shirt? Brushed your teeth?”

Then the daily lecture: “What do I always tell you about being
respectful? The nuns and the other teachers are dedicating their lives to
teaching you. They deserve your respect. They deserve your attention.
When I meet with them I always expect to get a good report. Now be on
your way.”

I can still hear my mother as she worried out loud about our
appearance and as she insisted on our respect for our teachers.

Thanks Mom
What else should we remember? I am thinking of our Christ the King

School 50th Anniversary. We should remember the blessings of the past
and the people who bestowed them on us. Principals . . . priests . . .
teachers. . . classmates . . workers . . . we remember. A special lady always
comes to mind when I reflect on the school’s past. Her name is Sister
Therese Horan, SM. She spent many years teaching the children at Christ
the King School. She loved them as they did her. She not only reached out
to the children but to their parents as well. She will live on in their hearts
for many years to come. Another lady comes to mind is Eileen Porter. Her
dedication to Christ the King, especially in stewardship is an inspiration
for many parishioners including myself to share our time and talent in

building our parish community. (See
dedication below) 

Memorial Day weekend is
around the corner. We must
remember those who made it
possible for us to live in peace and to
worship freely. Since the Civil War,
more than one million men and
women have lost their lives in
service to the United States of
America. Memorial Day, as you
probably know, was originally called
Decoration Day. It was set aside as a
day to remember those who died in
the service of our nation and was
first observed on May 30, 1886,
when flowers were placed on the
graves of Union and Confederate
soldiers. At first people of the South refused to acknowledge Memorial
Day and honored their dead on a separate day. But since World War I,
Memorial Day is observed on the last Monday of May in almost every
state of the union.

Finally, we remember God’s presence and love. At the Last Supper
Jesus commanded, “Do this in remembrance of me.” We hear those words
repeated each time we attend Mass. “Do this” means not only celebrating
the Eucharist, but also breaking the bread of ourselves as Jesus has done
. . . washing feet as he has done . . . love one another as Jesus has done.
Remember the Eucharist and all it contains. 

The month of May is a month to remember. We remember our Blessed
Mother and our own mothers. We remember those who have made a
difference in our lives especially those involved in our school for the past
fifty years. We remember those who have died in the service of this
country. We remember the Eucharist and its Mandatum, we remember
because God remembers. “But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forgotten me.’
Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the child of her
womb? Even should she forget, I will never forget you.” (Isaiah 49:14-
16).
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What’s Happening?

these individuals and families to Christ the King Community.

Baptisms:
Newest recipients of the Sacrament of Baptism
include:

The following parishioners were recently united into the  Sacrament of
Marriage.

Deaths:

The following are recently deceased members of our parish for whom
we offer our special prayers.

Marriages:

Letters
Dear Father Thanh:

I would like to take this
opportunity to express my deepest
appreciation for officiating at Tim’s
service and being there for our
family. I also would like to
especially thank Bernie and the
Christ the King choir for their
beautiful performance, and I would

like to thank the Christ the King
Family for their prayers and
support. I  almost forgot one very
special person, Andy; we were so
touched by the love and kindness
he gave to our family.

May our Lord and Savior bless
all of you.

Dave Seamans

Arlington Community Services,
Inc.
March 8, 2006

Dear Friends,

The cheering has ended. The
crowds have left the stadium. The
champions have been named for
2006. The Lombardi Trophy has
been waved in the air by the
Steelers’ coach and taken back to
be placed in the trophy case in
Pittsburgh. The Super Bowl is over
for another year, but some of the
effects will be making a difference
for many all around the country.

The Souper Bowl of Caring
Offering will be used to assist

people who are hungry all over our
nation, and this will be a blessing to
many families. We at Arlington
Community Services have had the
privilege of receiving this offering
from all of our supporting churches
and it has made a great difference
in the lives of many.

Thank you for being one of our
churches who collected food or
funds for this wonderful cause.
Your gifts will indeed be used to
answer the prayers of families
facing crisis.

Yours in Christian Service,
Kathy Womack, Executive
Director

----------

----------
Letter to the Editor

It’s really nice to begin the
Mass with a welcome to all the
people who are with us, visitors
and, perhaps, even new
parishioners.  Welcoming is always
nice.  Do you fear that you hear a
“but . . .” at the end?  Well, here it
is!

Is it just the lector who is
responsible for the Welcoming?
Sure, he’s  the one who stands up
and asks people to identify
themselves as “ready to be
welcomed,” but the responsibility
shouldn’t begin or end with that
one voice.  Here’s a positive
suggestion for everyone.

•The ushers who are gathered at
the back of the church could be
responsible for opening/closing the
doors leading into the sanctuary
before the beginning of the Mass.
This would not only give them the
opportunity to notice “newcomers”
but would have the additional
benefit of keeping the sanctuary
quiet for those who have come to
pray!

•People who know that a guest
or visitor is present could identify
this person to an usher and show
them where the guest is going to be
located at the appropriate
welcoming time.

•Ushers could also make it a
point of getting the attention of the
lector should he happen to
overlook the person to be
welcomed.

•The lector could be more open
to hearing the “voice of the people”
trying to get his attention.

As nice as it is to welcome
newcomers and visitors, it is also a
bit unkind to not welcome in voice
a person who has gone to the initial
trouble of standing to be
welcomed.  Let’s all be part of the
welcoming church and perform
these little acts of kindness which
are necessary to have this new
routine really show that we want to
actually be a welcoming church in
addition to being called a
welcoming church.

Sincerely,
Mickey Kenny

----------
Dear Friends, 

How grateful we are to you for
your donation to the 2006 I AM
SPECIAL Fashion Show and
Luncheon to benefit Camps “I Am
Special, Promise, and Care.” A
total of $14,864.00 will be
presented to the Ministry for
Persons with Disabilities thanks to
the combined generosity of you
and so many others!

Because of your support, over
250 persons with special needs will
have a summer camping
experience! We are humbled to
combine our resources with yours

in order to make the camps a reality
for our friends and their families. In
return, we are blessed with smiles
of happiness from our special
friends!

Your intentions will be
remembered at Mass during the
76th annual convention of the St.
Augustine Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women.

Sincerely, 
Fran Gullman, Events Chairman
St. Augustine Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women

Profession of Faith:

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Cregut
Mr. Leo Maciejwski
Ms. Melanie Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Blenker
Mr. Gus Grigas
Mr. & Mrs. David Hickox
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Puttick
Mr..Kristian Llave
Mr. & Mrs.Romulo Mella
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Lechwar
Mr. Antonio Sarte
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Simpson
Ms.  Evelyn Ferrell

Mr. & Mrs. Roy St.Peter
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Rampey
Ms. Susan Savino
Mr. & Mrs. Bryant Grove
Ms Eudeze Ulysse
Ms. Lourdes Elizee
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Perez
Ms. Sonya Rios
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Somers
Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Perez
Ms. Stephanie Preeschl
Ms. Abigale Thomas

David Radwan Ekkawi
Emilia Gandionco Hernandez
Orson Senico Laurista, Jr.
Teagan Stemack Smyth 
James Alvarez
Jennifer Alvarez
Richard Brooks
Marcus Antoine Charles
Adriana DuBois
Matthew Hoang Xuan Phan
Ella Ngoc Hoang

Binh-yen Tran
Ryan Thong Nguyen
Dylan David Briles
Keri Harnage Smith
Phuong Anh Bui
Hong Yen Vo Hoang
Duy Pham Nguyen
Duc Duy Pham
Vuong Ngoc Tran
Phan Thi Vo

Christopher Blenker
Rebecca Scott Blenker
Steve Burgess
Melissa Herrera

Robin Inman
Earl McClure
Carol Warwin
Michael Warwin

Carlos Alberto Galvis and Diana Kanyar

Roger Artlip
Julius Ryszykow
George Mayor
Haydee Robleno
Eileen Porter
Jose Mamaril
Phuong Tran
Yvonne Schramel

Rachel Samantha McEachin
Jeanette Azar
Rogelio Alforque
Macrina Mayotte
Joseph Peter Martinex, Jr.
James Cunningham
Irving Gross
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Shelby Asher
Benjamin Baca
Rebekah Baca
Tiffany Barras
Paulo  Barrera
Hannah Beams
Austin Branham
Lexie Byerley
Breanna Black
Jenna Blenker
Camryn Boehnke
Taylor Bowe
Austin Branham
Kyle Brokaw
Beau Butler
Nicole Chivvis
Lindsey Collier
Matthew Daniels
Loreal David
Sean Doherty
Vinko Domazet
Emily Duncan
Mariah Favre
Krystal Fuster

Chelsea Garcia
Holden Goodgine
Deanna Hickox
Jeffrey Hilaire
Kevin Hilaire
Randall Hilaire
Allie Holbrook
Eboni Janvier
Sari Kandah
Gracie Korkmaz
Dalton Lonergan
Heidi Lonergan
Justin Lumbag
Chris Luyando
Christian Lynch
Huan Mai
Kiana Mallinson
Taylor Manns
Eleanor Marshall
Caroline McClellan
Joseph Medina
Jacob Mitchell
Michael Mitchell
Carolyn Morgan

Joseph Nichols
Michael O’Connell
Kaylee Pepper
Summer Phillips
Mike Pruitt
Celine Punzalan
Andy Quach
Faith Scoones
Austin Silva
Braxton Silva
Emmy Tackett
Zico Tierro
Madeline Trepagnier
Kaithlyn Van
Jennifer Vega
Jacob Waite
Anthony Waldrop
Retrena Waters
David Wilke
David Williams
Sydney Williams
Clarie Wnuk

Those Who met Jesus in the Holy Eucharist

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
by Lucille Guzzone 

On Sunday morning, May 7, 2006, at the 9 o’clock Mass, sixty-eight
youngsters received the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist for the first time. 

Before distributing the Host, Father Thanh stepped down from the
altar, walked close to the children, and asked them to take with them two
very important bits of advice. The first was to thank Jesus for all His
blessings, and the second was to love Him by attending Mass on Sunday
and by receiving Holy Communion often. 

On approaching the altar to receive the Body and Blood of our Lord
each child seemed filled with anticipation and an innocent and pure
holiness. 

After the Mass, the church – which was filled to capacity with
families, friends and other parishioners – burst into thunderous applause.
In this way, the parish community came together as a whole to express
their love and support for God’s sweet little children.



by Babs Martin

Praise God in his Holy and
Divine Will, which is Love and
Mercy Itself!

The Divine Mercy Sunday cele-
bration was held at the three
o’clock hour in the Sacred Heart
Chapel of Christ the King Church.
Father Joseph McDonnell opened
the Holy Hour with the Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament and was
assisted by Seminarian Andrzej
Blaszkowki in the recitation of the
Divine Mercy Chaplet and Praises
of the Divine Mercy. 

Father Joseph gave a poignant
homily on the importance of God’s
Mercy in the world and in particu-
lar the significance of Divine
Mercy Sunday in our lives and in
the Church. 

We are to be merciful as our
Heavenly Father is merciful… eter-
nally loving … eternally forgiving
without limitations. We ask God for
forgiveness of our sins, especially
through the Tribunal of Mercy
(Reconciliation). We, in turn, give
mercy to those around us as we
have been given Mercy by Him. 

On April 30, 2000, Pope John
Paul II canonized Sr. Maria
Faustina Kowalska of the Blessed
Sacrament, as the first saint of the
Great Jubilee Year and the
Millennium; and announced that
the First Sunday after Easter would
now be celebrated as Divine Mercy
Sunday throughout the universal
Church.

The message of mercy is that
God loves us, all of us, no matter
how great our sins. He wants us to

recognize that His Mercy is greater
than our sins, so that we call upon
Him with trust, receive His Mercy,
and let it flow through us to others.
Thus, all will come to share his joy.
We are to: ask for His Mercy; be
merciful; and completely trust in
Jesus.

St. Faustina was given a mis-
sion by Jesus to be the Secretary
and the Apostle of Divine Mercy.
She was blessed with visitations by
Jesus and our Blessed Mother and
instructed in the manner we are to
live Divine Mercy. These visita-
tions and conversations were kept
in a Diary entitled: “Divine Mercy
in My Soul.” It is from this Diary
that we learn about the message,
devotion; the three o’clock hour,
the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, the
Novena, and the special promises
given by Jesus for those that
embrace the message on Divine
Mercy Sunday and ask for His
Mercy. 

The Divine Mercy Image:
In 1931, St. Faustina beheld a

vision of Jesus clothed in a white
garment with His right hand raised
in a blessing. His left hand was
touching His garments in the area
of the heart, from which two large
rays came forth, one red and the
other pale. He asked her to have
this image painted after the pattern
she saw with the signature: Jesus, I
Trust In You.

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy: 
Encourage souls to say the

Chaplet which I have given you
(Diary, 1541). Whoever will recite
it will receive great mercy at the
hour of death (Diary, 687). When
they say this Chaplet in the pres-
ence of the dying, I will stand
between My Father and the dying
person, not as the just Judge but as
the Merciful Savior (Diary, 1541).
Priests will recommend it to sinners
as their last hope of salvation. Even
if there were a sinner most hard-
ened, if he were to recite this chap-
let only once, he would receive
grace from My infinite mercy
(Diary, 687). I desire to grant
unimaginable graces to those souls
who trust in My mercy (Diary,
687). Through the Chaplet you will
obtain everything, if what you ask

for is compatible with My will
(Diary, 1731).

Our Lord said to Saint
Faustina:

“You will recite this Chaplet
on the beads of the Rosary in the
following manner:

Begin with:
Our Father… Hail Mary… the

Apostles Creed
On the five large beads:
Eternal Father, I offer You the

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity
of Your dearly beloved Son, Our
Lord Jesus Christ, in atonement for
our sins and those of the whole
world.

On each of the ten small
beads:

For the sake of His sorrowful
Passion have mercy on us and on
the whole world.

After the five decades recite
three times:

Holy God, Holy Mighty One,
Holy Immortal One, have mercy on
us and on the whole world.” Amen

The Hour of Great Mercy: 
Our Lord asked for special

prayer and meditation on His
Passion each afternoon at the three
o’clock hour, the hour that recalls
His death on the cross.

At three o’clock, implore My
mercy, especially for sinners; and,
if only for a brief moment, immerse
yourself in My Passion, particular-
ly in My abandonment at the
moment of agony. This is the hour
of great mercy… In this hour I will
refuse nothing to the soul that
makes a request of Me in virtue of
My Passion. (Diary, 1320)

Divine Mercy Sunday
(the first Sunday after Easter): 

I want the image to be solemn-
ly blessed on the first Sunday after
Easter, and I want it to be venerat-
ed publicly so that every soul may
know about it. (Diary, 341) The
soul that will go to Confession and
receive Holy Communion will
obtain complete forgiveness of sins
and punishment. (Diary, 699) Yes,
the first Sunday after Easter is the
Feast of Mercy, but there must also
be acts of mercy… I demand from
you deeds of mercy, which are to
arise out of love for Me. You are to

show mercy to your neighbors
always and everywhere. (Diary, 742)

Our beloved Pope John Paul II,
considered his special Mission was
to promote God’s Divine Mercy.
While Archbishop of Krakow, he
initiated the Cause of Beatification
for Sr. Faustina. The Archbishop
became Cardinal Woijtyla and was
later elected Pope John Paul II on
October 16, 1978. On April 18,
1993, Pope John Paul II beatified
Sr. Faustina – it was the first
Sunday after Easter. On April 30,
2000, (the first Sunday after Easter)
Pope John Paul II canonized St.
Faustina and announced that the
first Sunday after Easter would be
celebrated as Divine Mercy
Sunday. On April 2, 2005 (the eve
of Divine Mercy Sunday) Pope
John Paul II went home to the Lord.

An important element in the
Divine Mercy revelations is being
united in and following God’s Will
in our lives: Know that when you
mortify your own self-will, then
Mine reigns within you. (Diary,
365) Jesus asked St. Faustina to
write this on a clean sheet of paper:
From today on, my own will does
not exist. From today on, I do the
Will of God everywhere, always,
and in everything. (Diary, 374)
Host, pleasing to My Father, know,
My daughter, that the entire Holy
Trinity finds Its special delight in
you, because you live exclusively
by the will of God. No sacrifice can
compare with this. (Diary, 955)

During the Holy Hour on
Divine Mercy Sunday the Image
was venerated, hymns of praise and
thanksgiving were offered to God
for His honor and glory; the sacra-
ment of Reconciliation was made
available; and the Hour concluded
with Benediction and the Divine
Praises.

We thank Father Joseph, Andy,
and all who attended for helping
make this a beautiful Divine Mercy
Sunday. Praise God and His Divine
Mercy!

To learn more about the Divine
Mercy please visit the National
Shrine of Divine Mercy website:
http://www.marian.org/shrine

Some of the information in the
above article was taken from the
Booklet: The Divine Mercy
Message and Devotion, Association
of Marian Helpers, Eden Hill,
Stockbridge, MA 01263
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Divine Mercy Sunday April 23, 2006

Jesus, I Trust In You

“Prayeer  Hoousee”  -  A  Suppoorteed  Living  Hoomee
Most of us know by now

that Christ the King chose to
rent the House of Prayer to
L’Arche to they could have
another home for the grow-
ing community.

Mary Rath and
Sharon Starling are learn-
ing to live more inde-
pendently (than at
L’Arche Harbor House).
They pay their own rent
to Christ the King and
they each do their part to
keep the house clean and
attractive.      Mary
and Sharon have the “In-

home Support” of Agnes and
Santosh Thomas and daughter
Ester. This lets them feel safe and
gives them someone to go to with
questions. They also have frequent
visits from Joe Johnson, their
Supported Living Coach who
teaches skills such as cooking and
budgeting and who helps arrange
outings. (These staff persons are
members of L’Arche).

Mary and Sharon go out to their
work Monday thru Friday. At home
they do housekeeping, meal plan-
ning, cooking, and they enjoy time
with little Esther.

Mary says “I’m glad to live so
near Christ the King and to go eas-
ily to Mass and parish activities.
Sharon says “I thank the Church for
renting to us - I’ve wanted this for a
long time, to be more on my own.”

In Agnes’ words, “It’s wonder-
ful to live here with Sharon and
Mary. They are able to make their
own decisions and choices about
their lives, and to experience and
live in the little home we are creat-
ing among ourselves. Also this is a
place where they can welcome their
friends.”

by Sister Rita Baum, S.S.J.
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by Frank Becht

Members of the Christ the King
parish community have ample
reason to be proud of one of its
members. Mai Keisling. She is
an active member of our parish
and an exemplary art teacher.
She was one of six finalists for
Duval Teacher of the Year
Award- a tremendous
accomplishment for a young
Vietnamese girl who at 17 years
of age left her family late in the
night to begin a trek to the
United States. 

First, Mai Dinh Keisling’s
parents were Thoai Dinh and
Buom Do of Bien Hoa,
Vietnam. Initially, the family
lived in North Vietnam but
moved south in 1954 to
separate themselves from the
Communists. Her father
operated a gas station and was a
parts merchant. Later, after the
war in 1975, he became a rice
mill owner.

Mai is the fifth child of
eleven. She was in the tenth
grade of public school when it was
decided by her parents to send part
of the family to the United States in
1981; an older brother had already
come to Jacksonville. Mai and
older sister, Loan and two younger
brothers, Hai and Long were
selected to leave; her parents and
six other siblings were left behind.

Mai and siblings walked
through the night to a beach where
they joined a group of 54 on a
crowded boat to leave Bien Hoa.
They sailed into a storm ridden
South China Sea. On the third day
the boat engine stopped and they
tossed fiercely in the sea for two

days. For the next several days they
had limited rations to eat and little
water to drink. Finally, on the sixth
day an ocean liner rescued them

and took them to Pulau Bidong, a
small island in Malaysia where
they spent four months in a refugee
camp. Here families were sectioned
off into separate very sparse living
quarters; Mai and siblings were
joined by two cousins and two
others they had befriended.

The next stop was at Kuala
Lumpur, the capital of Malaysia,
where they spent about three
months in better quarters-
equivalent to a trailer.

They were then transferred to
Bataan, Philippines; here they
spent six months and had an

opportunity to begin learning
English.

The final stage of their journey
to the United States was sponsored

by Catholic Charities;
they were sent to
Jacksonville, Florida
where they spent the
next two weeks in the
convent quarters of the
Do family of Christ the
King parish. The Do
family had also been
instrumental in her
older brother, Lang,
coming to Jacksonville.
A U.S. Government
subsidy program then
allowed them to move
into Fort Caroline Arms
Apartments.

Mai began her
American education at
Ft. Caroline Middle
School. It was at Ft.
Caroline Jr. High where
her “talent” for art
appeared. She
transferred to
Englewood High

School where she graduated fifth in
her class in 1986. She worked for
Pic N Save for a while before going
to Jacksonville University because
the government subsidy on her
apartment was being discontinued.
She received a lot of support from
her teachers that enabled her to find
another apartment and continue in

school. 
She was

good in
mathemat ics
and science so
she enrolled in
JU with the
idea of being

an engineer. In her third year she
opted for art and a teaching career.
She graduated Cum Laude with
Bachelor of Fine Arts (BAF) and
Master of Arts in teaching (MAT)
with a 4.0 average. She first taught
8th grade math at Landon Middle
School but transferred to art at

Landon Middle School for the Arts
where she taught for ten years. She
then went to Paxon School for
Advanced Studies where she has
taught art for the past three years.

Mai and her husband Charles
Keisling met after high school and
were married on December
29,1986. They have two beautiful
children; Nicholas, age 8, a 3rd

grade student at Don Brewer
Elementary School and Sheridan,
age 4, at Pre-K at Christ the King.
Mai’s mother has recently joined
them in Jacksonville, is taking
English at FCCJ and  working
toward citizenship.

Mai is not only a hard worker at
teaching, she works equally hard
worker for her Church. She has
worked on several committees for
Christ the King and the Diocese of
St. Augustine. At Christ the King,
she is a regular attendee of the 2
p.m. Sunday Mass; Chairman of
the Vietnamese Finance Committee
since 1996; is a member of the
Vietnamese Center committee. At
the Diocese level, Mai is on the
Pastoral Council since 2000 and is
one of three Executive Officers for
the Diocese.  

To be a candidate for Duval
Teacher of the Year, she had to be
a perfect teacher and endure
endless interviewing and scrutiny
by many teachers, principals,
business leaders, the PTA,
representatives from the Governors
office and the teachers union. She
has to be exceptional in her field for
she was chosen from a field of 8000
teachers in Duval County, 160
schools, and six regions from
which 17 semi-finalists were
selected. Finally, six finalists were
selected.

No, she was not selected as the
teacher of the year but it is reported
that the final selectee immediately
came to her table and gave her a big
hug after receiving his award. That
says tons for Mai Keisling!

We are proud of you!

OOuuttss ttaannddiinngg    TTeeaacchheerr

Mai Keistling has been awarded "Education of the Year Award"
by the Mayor's Asian-American Advisory Board at a luncheon on
May 19, 2006, at the Windham Hotel in Jacksonville.  The guest

speaker and presenter was David Chin, Under Secretary of Defense.

Carnival makes $12,400.00 profit.  This years proceeds
go to the school.
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The Easter Vigil - RCIA Class of 2005-2006
by Darlene O’Neal

After much anticipation and
many months of study and discus-
sion, the big day arrived — the day
of the Easter Vigil.  On this day, the
elect look back and reflect on the
journey each has taken, and with
their sponsors, prepare to go for-
ward with the rest of the faithful as
they enter into the Catholic Church.
St. Augustine said that on this night
the Church keeps watch for the
Lord, and the Lord keeps watch
over the Church.

The service began with the
Blessing of the Fire and Lighting of
the Paschal Candle outside the
church. The Paschal candle sym-
bolizes the light of Christ. It will be

used at baptisms and at funerals
throughout the year.

After everyone was given a
candle that was lit from the Paschal
candle, they processed into the
darkened church. The Paschal can-
dle was raised three different times
as the priest chanted Christ our
Light and the congregation
responded “Thanks be to God.”
The Easter Proclamation
“Christ be our Light”
was then sung by every-
one. This ancient hymn
has been part of the
Roman tradition since
the ninth century.

The Liturgy of the
Word followed, with a
reading from the Book
of Genesis that took us
back to the beginning of
salvation history. God
created all things good
and made man in His
image. The reading from
Exodus told about the people of
Israel leaving the slavery of Egypt
and crossing the Red Sea, how they
were saved from the power of the

Egyptians. The waters of Baptism
reminds us of being saved from the
slavery of sin.

The reading from the prophet
Ezekiel proclaimed that the Lord
will pour clean water over His peo-
ple and give them new hearts and
place His spirit within them. This
was fulfilled in the New Testament,
in Christ Jesus.

The last reading from the letter
of Paul to the Romans tells us about
the death and resurrection of Jesus,
that we who are baptized in Christ,
must die to sin and rise to the new
life of the Spirit.

The gospel of Matthew tells
about the women finding the empty
tomb and the Angel appeared to
them, telling them “Christ is risen.”

Jesus meets them and tells them to
go and tell His Apostles to go to
Galilee where they will see Him.
After the homily was delivered by
the visiting priest, Father Jerry, the
Candidates for Baptism were called
forward with their sponsors. The
Paschal Candle was lowered into
the water for Baptism three times
as Father Thanh blessed the water.

After the candidates renounced sin
and made their profession of faith,
James Alvarez, Jennifer Alvarez,
Richard Brooks, Melanie Smith,

HongYen Vo Hoang, PhuongAnh
Bui, Phan Thi Vo, Duy Nguyen,
Duc Duy Pham, and Vuong Ngoc
Tran were baptized and given a
lighted candle and a white robe to
wear.

After the baptisms, the congre-
gation was asked to renew their
baptismal promises and then the
priests went throughout the church
sprinkling holy water on  the faith-
ful. The candidates for
Confirmation were then called for-
ward with their sponsors. Chris
Blenker, Rebecca Blenker, Steve
Burgess, Melissa Herrera, Robin
Inman, Earl McClure, Carol
Warwin and Michael Warwin
joined the newly baptized and all
were confirmed.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
was the climax of the Easter Vigil
as the new Catholics received the
Precious Body and Blood of Christ
with the entire congregation. It was
a very significant night in the
Church’s most ancient season. For
the next 50 days until Pentecost in
the Sunday Gospels, we will find
the Risen Christ on a mountain top,
by a lakeshore, and coming through
closed doors.

At the close of the
Easter Vigil, Mary
Rouse, one of the RCIA
team members, was
acknowledged for her
dedication over the last
ten years. James Scott
called Mary to the ambo
where she was presented
with a gift that had been
blessed by Father
Thanh. Mary is also a
new extraordinary min-
ister. On this night for
the first time, she served
the Precious Blood to

the new Catholics.
This Easter Vigil  was one of

the most beautiful, thanks to the
efforts of many generous volun-

teers. The church was resplendent
with flowers; our priests were won-
derful; the choir was outstanding;
the grounds were neatly trimmed;
the hall was beautifully decorated
for the reception; all the paper work
was in order; the sponsors were
faithful to their candidates; and the

candidates made all this effort
worthwhile.

Many thanks to the sponsors
this year: Bob and Bootsie Rhoden,
Joe and Patricia Birch, Jim and
MaryAnn Middleton, Tanya
Thomas, Darryl Japour, Nelson
Lyando, Kevin Wolfe, Gina Inman
and Darwin Cay.

Thanks to the RCIA director,
James Scott and the RCIA team:
Mitch Gable, John Anderson, Roz
Balsam, Kevin Wolfe, Louie
O’Neal, Berry Landers, Norma
Landers, Mary Rouse and Darlene
O’Neal.

Last, but not least, a very spe-
cial Thank You to Peter House and
John Lewis for the unselfish time
and work they gave so that all the
RCIA team could remain in the
church until the service was over.
This was truly community in
action!

On the left

Stations of
the Cross

On the right

Presentation
of the Oils

On the Right

Holy
Thursday
Washing

of the feet
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By Nick Klepac

California

According to most historians,
the first mission in what is now the
State of California began at San
Diego, July 16, 1769, by
Franciscan Friar Junipero Serra.

What is not widely known is what
happened before.  According to an
article on California Missions in
the Catholic Encyclopedia
(http://www.newadvent.org), the
first missionary was Martin de la
Coruna, one of the so-called
“Twelve Apostles of Mexico” who
in 1535 landed with Hernando
Cortes at Santa Cruz Bay.  This

venture was a failure the first year.
In 1683, the Jesuit Fathers
established a Spanish colony and,
after two and half years, 400
Indians were converted.  However,
in 1685, the Spaniards withdrew. In
1697 the Jesuits were
commissioned to establish missions
in California as long as it didn’t

cost the government any money.
The Jesuits became the absolute
authority in this new land and
managed the “Pious Fund.”  This
caused some serious problems with
the king’s military.  Since they had
to fund their own efforts, they

relied on the military
for security.  However,
the abuses by the
military, the lack of
water in agricultural
efforts, polygamy and
sorcery among the
Indians, frequent
epidemics and constant
wars coupled with
military hatred for the
pagan Indians, resulted
in many missionaries
dying frightful deaths.

Of the 56 Jesuits that
came to this land during the 60
years they were allowed to come,
sixteen died at their posts - two as
martyrs.  Finally in 1768, to add to
their woes, they were loaded on
ships and banished from all
Spanish domains by Charles III.
Fourteen of the original missions
still existed in various kinds of
condition.

This is when Friar Serra
stepped in.  Additional
missions rose in rapid
succession; some of the most
famous were:  San Gabriel
near Los Angeles in 1771;
San Francisco and San Juan
Capistrano in 1776; Santa
Clara in 1777; and San
Buenaventura in 1782.
After Friar Serra’s death
fifteen more were
added, the last in
Sonoma in 1820.  Most
of the missionary work

included offerings of
food, clothing, trinkets, and
extreme kindness to win over
the Indians.  Many problems
were faced by the friars due to
the language barrier.  Each
mission had a different or
several different languages.  “The
Fathers became expert linguists and
some even composed written

vocabularies...” (Catholic
Encyclopedia).  After Father Serra
died in 1784 the number of
missionaries continued to grow
even though government

opposition increased.  Mexico
pulled away from Spain and
confiscated all mission property
and the “Pious fund.”  This ruined
the missions in California; anarchy
and confusion quickly set in.  In

1835, secularization completed the
ruin of the missions (Catholic
Encyclopedia).

“Notwithstanding the many
drawbacks, the opposition, and the
scandalous example among the
military and the white settlers, the
missionaries met with
extraordinary spiritual success.

Down to the year 1845, when but
few friars and Indians survived, the

Fathers had baptized, according to
the records, 99,000 persons, of
whom possibly 9,000 were not
Indians; they had blessed 28,000
marriages, of which 1,000 were not

Indians, and they had buried 74,000
dead, 4,000 thousand of whom
were probably not Indians.  The
largest number of neophytes
harbored, fed, clothed, and
instructed at all the missions at one

time was nearly 30,000.
(Catholic Encyclopedia).”     

As more Americans
flooded into California, talk
of independence grew and,
following the war with
Mexico, California was
ceded to the United States in
1848. Gold was discovered
in 1848 and the great
immigration began.  One of
the most important
corrections of what had
happened to the missionaries
was the return from Mexico
of the “Pious Fund.” In 1902
the International Tribunal of
Arbitration in The Hague
adjudged a payment by

Mexico to the United States
for the Catholic Church in
California, including interest. The
amount originally taken was
estimated at $1.7 million.

Since these early beginnings
the State of California was divided
in 1907, ecclesiastically, into the
Archdiocese of San Francisco, the
Diocese of Monterey and Los

Angeles, and the Diocese
of Sacramento. During the
great immigration, the
Catholic part was chiefly
Irish, Irish-American,
Italian, French, and
German. By 1890 the total
number of Catholic
churches was 1,505 with a
value of $11.9 million and
the number of Catholics
was estimated at 280,000
(United States Census of
1890, published in 1894).

In the next issue we will visit
the Church in the English colonies.

History of the Catholic Church
in the United States
Part 2 - California

This is part two of a series outlining the formation of the Catholic
Church in the New World.  Since the appointment of the first American
Cardinal, John McClosky Archbishop of New York, by Pope Piux IX
(1846-1878) soon after the first Vatican Council, the world turned its eyes
to the Church in the West and marveled at how fast it grew.

The first part of this series of articles followed the Church from the
first mission in the United States (St. Augustine, Florida), through the
missions in New Mexico (Courier: Volume 9, Issue 2). Part two will take
us through California. The majority of the information contained here as
well as the quotes come from “Church History” by Father John Laux,
M.A.; Copyrights 1930, 1931, 1932, 1945 by Benziger Brothers, New
York, republished in 1989 by TAN Books and Publishers, Inc.  All other
references and quotes will be noted as they occur.

San Luis Ray de Francia

San Diego

San Juan Bautista

San Juan Capistrano

Santa Clara
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by Frank Becht

Cecelia Bennett
This is the first of a series of

articles about people living in The
ATRIUM AT REGENCY who have
been members of Christ the King or
who are being served by
Eucharistic Ministers of the Parish.
This first article is of a lady who is
new to this area but who is a
member of a large well-known
family of Christ the King.

Cecelia Bennett came to
Jacksonville from Miami, Florida
to be near her daughter about two
years ago. She first lived at
Jacksonville Beach until she fell
and broke her hip.

Cecelia was born of Frank and
Mary Savel in Wick-haven,
Pennsylvania 99 ½ years ago. Her
parents were immigrants from
Bohemia. 

Her first job at age 14 was
managing a candy store in
Monesson, Pennsylvania. Her first
real job was in the shipping
department of a cigar factory in
Cleveland, Ohio. Not being
satisfied, she went to night school
at Dykes School of Business in
Cleveland and found her career job
as a records keeper in the

Cuyahoga County, Ohio
courthouse where she worked for
five years.

She married Luther Bennett in
Cleveland, Ohio in 1928. Luther
was in the Coast Guard and
transferred to New York shortly
after their marriage. Here
she followed her career
at the New York Title
and Mortgage
Company. Not long
after, her husband
retired from the
Coast Guard due
to disabilities.
They returned to
C l e v e l a n d
where Cecelia
landed a job at
the National City
Bank of
Cleveland.

In 1934, they
moved to Miami,
Florida where they
had two children. Being
the businesswoman she is,
they bought a Mom and Pop store
and service station in Miami,
Florida, which they operated for 25
years. 

In 1957, her husband died. With
two children in college, she leased
the store and went to work for the
City of Miami for ten years. 

Cecelia had a “hankering” for
bigger and better things and she set
up a business, Cecelia M. Bennett
Real Estate, which she operated
from her home until she retired in
1985. While operating her very
successful real estate business she

became a member of the
National Association of

Fee Appraisers. In
1984, she was

elected President
of the National
Association of
Fee Appraisers.
Over the years,
C e c e l i a
attended many
night classes to
obtain her real
estate license. In
order to be

successful, she
also took night

Spanish classes to
be able to sell real

estate to a
predominantly Hispanic

market. During her night-time
classes, she accumulated 62
certificates and awards. What a
wonderful hard working, dedicated
lady she is!

She was not all work and no-
play. Cecelia was an active member
of her parish, Corpus Christi in
Miami.

She spent a lifetime in the
business world. She accomplished
much and is proud to talk about her
accomplishments. Her husband
died young and left her with raising
and educating a family of which
she is very proud. Both children
have graduated from the University
of Florida.

Her son, Gerald Bennett, was
married with two children and two
grand children. He was a professor
of law at the University of Florida.
Gerald died in 2003. His family
lives in Gainesville, Florida.

Cecelia’s daughter, Maureen, is
married with two adult children.
Her husband is from St. Augustine
and is related to the Ambrose
Masters family of Elkton.

She is almost always present
for the Communion Service on
Thursday morning in the Chapel at
The Atrium. Cecelia is highly
thought of by those with whom she
is in contact. Walter Henderson,
Lloyd O’Brien, Helen Mead and
Seminarian Andy Blaszkowski,
Eucharistic Ministers from Christ
the King, speak of her as a grand
lady and religiously take
Communion to her at The Atrium.

She will be 100 years old in
November. May God grant her this
achievement!

AAtt rr iiuumm    DDwwee ll ll eerrss         

BrothersSpeak 
on Vocations

Father Remek Blaszkowski and Seminarian Andy Blaszkowski
spoke at all the Masses the last weekend of April. Their talk was on
vocations. If you would like more information on the religious life,

call Andy at 724-0080 or Father Remek at 264-0577.

The following twelve people came forth and had their feet washed on
Holy Thursday. This year we had a generational family group Neil Porter,
Paula (Powell)Kryceski, Michael Porter and Austin Palacios; a father and
daughter couple, James and Joselyn Scott; two people from Christ the
King Catholic School . . . a faithful teacher, Connie Goodbread and a
faithful student Clayton Ludwig. We also had Mr. Kim Do from the
Vietnamese Community and Mr. Jose Praxedes from the Fil-Am
Community. Thomas Dunhan came over from L’Arche Harbor House and
last but not least, we asked our parochial vicar, Father Joe McDonnell.
Thank you for your dedication to Christ the King Parish. 

Solemn
Washing of the Feet
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by Paul Ghiotto

Heads of over twenty different parish
ministries and the parish management team met
Saturday morning, February 25, to list parish
needs and discuss proposed solutions. The site
of the meeting was the L'Arche Harbor House
conference building. Parish Council President,
John Klinkenberg, chaired the three hours long
meeting and Nancy Powers very ably served as
facilitator for the very interesting discussion
sessions. Patrice Pruitt, volunteer "official chart
paper scribbler," almost developed carpal tunnel
syndrome as the ideas came fast and furious!

Nancy first led the group in a series of "fun"
exercises to loosen everyone up and get the
creative juices flowing. Participants were asked
to pair up with someone else -  preferably
someone new to them - and learn something
about their life passion, what made each person
laugh, and for whom or what each person prays.
Bill and Helen Damato, despite being married
for over fifty years, finally learned the answers
to these three questions by interviewing each
other!

The group discussion of needs and proposed
solutions centered around three primary themes
. . .

Increase in parish membership while
retaining the current membership;
Campus awareness - safety and security;
Building unity within our Catholic
community.

Participants were directed to . . .
relax,
think both short and long term,
offer as many ideas as possible,
believe that all ideas were welcome,
build on ideas presented,
consider all proposals submitted as do-able
("Money is no object" and "No" are not
acceptable),
encourage others in the process.

NOTE:  items listed below in bold print were
voted by the group as top priority and need
attention first.

Increase and Retain Parish Membership

Conduct a parish survey on how to get
parishioners involved in church activities
and learn why some are not involved.
Communicate! Hire a parish public relations
director.
Keep Christ the King's name in the media –
Talk up Christ the King – word of mouth;
distribute the Christ the King Courier
newspaper in public places (e.g. parishioner
businesses)
Place the contents of the Courier on the
Christ the King website
(www.CTKCatholic.com)
Place a link on the Diocesan website to
Christ the King and the Courier.
Engage in neighborhood evangelization.
Reach out to parishioners not involved.
Provide mentors for needy parishioners.
Provide the means for parishioners who
wish to use a credit or debit card when
giving funds to the church (electronic
funds transfer – EFT).
Appoint a committee to quickly gather
the names of those who sign up on Time
and Talent Sunday and make sure they
are contacted ASAP.
Put together a parish family directory
with photos.
Be more personable at Masses, etc. –
introduce yourself to others; have a "Name
Tag" Sunday; have parish council members
(ministry heads, management staff) wear
name tags at parish functions.
Host a Parish Appreciation Week.
Invite new members to pot luck suppers.
Place a marquee type sign on Arlington
Road.
Light the church stained glass windows at
night.
Advertise your ministry event - place
ministry flyers/brochures in a display area in
the church outer area.

Advertise upcoming parish events and
ministry functions on a large Community
Message bulletin board covering a whole
interior wall of the Shirley David Hall.
Place parish event banners on light poles
along Arlington Road.
Make parish events family friendly.
Provide a schedule of upcoming liturgical
events and encourage participation.
Conduct "exit interviews" with families
leaving the parish to discern why they are
leaving – monitor this aspect, take action
as needed.
Round up of young people (who knew they
had gotten loose!).
Stay in contact with school alumni – e.g.
high school students who go off to college or
the service.
Extend ministries outward - work with area
colleges and their Newman Clubs/religious
organizations.

Campus Awareness – Safety and Security

Participants at parish functions need to
respect church property – not all do.

Provide encouragement/rewards for school-
children to respect property/grounds.
Trash cans are needed on the grounds and
in the church gathering (outer) area.
A fence is needed along Larkin Road to keep
undesirables off school/church property.
The school's main office and Larkin Rd.
entry need better security.
Better control/accountability of keys to
Church buildings is needed!
The front entrance of the Rectory needs
to be made more inviting!
Brighter lighting is needed outside the
Rectory!
Better lighting is needed outside the Child
Care building, and the building needs better
front door attention and security.
Paint crosswalks at the front and back
parking lots roadways and make signs for
these.
Open the back gate to Mickler Road from
the back parking lot on Saturday/Sunday
for smoother and better traffic flow after
the Masses.
Church traffic exiting onto Arlington
Road needs better control – COPS
ministry?
Lower the height of the hedges in the
parking lot near the Scout Hut.
Report problems with trees, branches, limbs,
cracked concrete, etc.
Use pull down, single towels (versus c-
towels) in church restrooms to reduce waste
and litter.
Open up the parking lot behind the
Rectory to one way traffic on
Saturday/Sunday and during funerals to
facilitate drop off of senior or infirm
parishioners, accommodate hearse, etc.;
gate the new entrance during the week.
Provide a covered area for pedestrian traffic
from church to this access road.
Place an awning or roof over side entrances
to chapel.
Place a cipher code lock on outside doors of
chapel – DONE!
Place a safety/security message on the back
of the weekly parish bulletin.
Develop and place security and safety
message signs with catchy slogans.

MM ii nn ii ss tt rr yy     HH ee aa dd ss     
DD ii ss cc uu ss ss     PP aa rr ii ss hh     NN ee ee dd ss

John Klinkenberg

Nancy Powers 
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Educate parents and children on necessary
security procedures.
Encourage beautification projects – more
help needed for the grounds beautification
ministry.
Do not encourage pan handlers by giving
them money on church property – direct
them to social service groups and/or the
St. Vincent de Paul Society office.
Get involved in I CARE – citywide
organization dedicated toward
neighborhoods improvement. ACT –
Arlington Churches Together – still active
but I CARE has somewhat superseded it.
Participate in "Protecting God's Children."
Lead by example! Spot a problem/concern,
alleviate it or solve it if you can!  Report
problems to the rectory. Call Frank Japour,
parish administrator.
Provide suggestion boxes in the church.
Have a "Parish Concierge" or a
"Goodwill Ambassador" at all Masses.

Building Unity Within Our
Own Catholic Community

Create an interactive prayer line.
Encourage ecumenical community
ministries within Christ the King.
 Provide representation on civic committees.

Get to know a "Family of the Month."

Create effective communication
processes within the parish.
Create a buddy system for new
parish families by linking them
with established companion
families.
Visit new members in their homes.
Legion of Mary, now "Militia of the
Immaculata," has been doing this
in the past.
Conduct occasional Town Hall
meetings for the entire parish
community to voice concerns,
ideas, etc.
Provide a Christ the King van for
transportation of those in need to and
from parish functions.
Encourage members to attend a different
weekend Mass once a month.
Provide ear phones for translation of church
services to non-English speaking people.
Build a new church to accommodate the

entire, extended
church family and its
different cultural
groups. (e.g. Fil-Am,
Vietnamese)

Encourage inter-
m i n i s t r y
interaction; place
names of ministries
in a hat.

Help younger
people feel more
comfortable through
a mentor program.

Get grandparents
more involved in school activities and
classes.
Get the Wednesday night Religious
Education program students more involved
in parish life.
Create a Good Will Ambassador
program.
Place a monthly parish calendar of events
in the bulletin.

Encourage participation by all church
members in the ethnic group activities in the
parish (i.e. Vietnamese New Year and other
inter-cultural gatherings and activities).
Host an annual Ministry Talent Show.
Provide sign language service at Masses and
other functions.
Provide an occasional Spanish language
Mass.
Once a month provide a Mass in a language
other than English.
Continue cultural Masses such as the
Feast of the Epiphany Mass.
Provide a monthly Cultural Dinner.

The program ended with Father Thanh and
parish administrator Frank Japour discussing the
importance of meetings such as this one to the
life of the parish.  Father Joe then blessed a
delicious lunch graciously provided by
parishioner Benoit Desclefs who owns the
Magnificat Café on Laura Street in downtown
Jacksonville (across Monroe Street and south of
the new library).

So, reader, what do you think?  Do you have
any other suggestions or ideas?  Make your
voice and concerns heard. We want everyone's
participation. Christ the King needs you! Take
action!  Join up!

Peter House and Paul Ghiotto

Bill Campbell, Bill Damato, Helen Damato, and Betty Wheeler

MM ii nn ii ss tt rr yy     HH ee aa dd ss     DD ii ss cc uu ss ss     PP aa rr ii ss hh     NN ee ee dd ss

WWee    LLoovvee     YYoouu     ..     ..     ..     WWee     MMiiss ss     YYoouu

OOuurr EEii ll eeeenn
Eileen B.Porter

Born on November 18, 1920
Born to eternal life on

February 5, 2006
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by Frank Becht

The Catholic Church has a
serious problem today . . . the lack
of priests to support the many
parishes throughout the world, but
particularly in the United States.
After Vatican II there was a serious
decline in priests and nuns in many
dioceses throughout the United
States. There are many reasons for
this decline but many attribute it to
the economy and quality of life as
factors. This is also evident in
countries such as Ireland, once a
source of many priests to the
United States and many other
countries, is now also lacking in
priests. Ireland’s economic climate
as in the United States offers much
to those seeking achievement, thus
a lack of vocations.

There has been much “ado”
recently about the lack of
vocations. Pope Benedict the XVI
called a special conclave of
hierarchy to the Vatican in
November 2005 to discuss the
problem; the result was a
reenforcement of celibacy and
placing of restrictions on
homosexual candidates and a
review of seminary standards.
Priests for the U.S. may come from
foreign countries.

According to Bishop William
Walsh of  Killaloe, Ireland, there is
a need for debate on celibacy. He
states, “There is room for both
priests who are married and
celibate priests in our church.” He
goes on to say, “I have known some
very fine priests who have left the
priesthood because they found the
challenge of celibacy not life-
giving for them…”

There has been an increase of
vocations in Africa in recent years,
which could help to reduce our
shortage in years to come. This is

not a quick fix for the time to learn
the English language and be able to
communicate effectively is no
short-term process. We have many
Black priests in the United States
but most of them have grown up
and been educated in our schools.

Until we can provide more
priests, churches continue to close
and vital services become
unavailable to many Catholics
across the country. In southern
Indiana, my home town area, the
three parishes of St. Mary’s of the
Knobs, St. Mary’s Navilleton and
St. John’s Starlight are considering
closing two parishes and building a
larger Church at St. Mary’s of the
Knobs because of a lack of priests.
Further west at Corydon,
Indiana, one priest
ministers to three
parishes. In
F l a g s t a f f ,
Arizona, three
parishes have
been closed
with one
church leased
to an
O r t h o d o x
church. Indiana
and Arizona are
not alone; many
parishes throughout
the United States have
similar problems.

Even closer to home, a former
Pastoral Assistant of Christ the
King, Father Richard Perko, now
pastor at Live Oak, Florida, also
serves two missions. Here in
Jacksonville, Father Jason Trull,
has the responsibility of three
parishes - St Pius, Holy Rosary and
Crucifixion.

All these priests are under great
burdens. We need to reduce their
burden so they can more effectively
serve their parishioners. Can they
be effective under present
circumstances?

According to CARA (the
Center for Applied Research in the

Apostolate), in 2005 there were
3251 parishes without a resident
priest; in 1965, there were only 549
without a priest. In 1965, there
were 58,632 priests; 42,528 in
2005. In 1965, there were 994
ordinations but only 454 in 2005. In
1965, there were 8,325 graduate
level seminarians; in 2005, there
were 3308. There are less in 2006.

What is the answer?

More priests! But that’s not an
easy solution.

First, the Latin Church is
sticking by the celibacy policy,
which has been in force since 1139
AD. The Eastern Rite Churches

have continued to allow
marriage under certain

conditions. Even the
Latin Rite has

married priests as a
result of Episcopal
and Lutheran
m i n i s t e r
conversions to
Catholicism . . .
over two hundred

in the United
States.

There is an option
of seeking vocations

from older single men who
have had business careers or

whose spouse has died; this has
resulted in several priests for the
Diocese of St. Augustine. In recent
years, Father Dan Shashy, Father
Joe, and Father Perko are good
examples. In many cases, however,
this could involve several years of
educational time.

We know that the Church is
firm in its stance against ordaining
women. We also know that it is not
in our long- term best interest to
lower priestly standards to gain
more seminarian aspirants.

A recent article in the Florida
Times-Union highlighted a change
taking place in the Asian-American

community. While the priesthood
continues to decline in the United
States, vocations from Vietnamese-
Americans and Filipinos are on the
incline and have been dubbed “the
new Irish.” This offers hope for an
increase in priestly vocations.

We do have another potential
solution. There is a large group of
Permanent Deacons in the United
States; as of 2005, we have 14,574,
many of whom would be eligible
for the priesthood. They are mature
with considerable doctrinal and
parish experience. They have raised
their families in most instances;
there would not be family
educational problems. Many are
business people or retired; there
would not be retirement problems.
Even health and housing problems
would be limited or nonexistent.

The time period involved in
preparing Permanent Deacons for
ordination would be short term
compared to the time to educate
and train seminarians for
ordination. Even ordained priests
from foreign countries have a long
training period before becoming
effective; in addition there are
many built- in impediments.

Permanent Deacons offer a
means to solve our priest shortage
problem and offer an opportunity to
solve this problem more quickly,
thus eliminating the heart-rending
problems of reorganization of our
churches. If we can utilize former
Episcopal and Lutheran married
ministers, surely we can also use
our Permanent Deacons also.

The Diocese of St. Augustine,
under the direction of Bishop
Galeone, instituted a Permanent
Deacon Program for the diocese
that will help relieve the burden of
the pastors of parishes in the future.
We need the help as soon as
possible.

This problem will not go away;
it will only get worse. What do you
think?

HHooww  DDoo  WWee  GGeett  MMoorree  PPrriieessttss??
OpinionOpinion

Hello from Bishop Larkin

Many thanks
for all your cards, letters and

especially prayers

Christ the King
Men’s Club invites

all CK men and their
teenage sons to hear

Fr. Ron Camarda
speak to our group

June 6
Mass at 5:30 p.m.

Social Hour & Eats
at 6:00p.m.

Talk & Discussion
at 7:00p.m.

Congratulations
to all 

2006 Graduates
from 

Christ the King
Parish

May God Bless
your journey

always 
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by Betty Wheeler

The “Beyond Sunday” Adult Education Spring Series began on March
28, 2006 with Father Guy Noonan as guest presenter. Following were
presentations by John Anderson on Prayer and Bill and Melissa
Coppedge on Charity and Sacrifice. The series culminated with a covered
dish dinner and summary of the series by Betty Wheeler.

Father Guy delved into aspects of “faith in Jesus” over the ages and
the Church’s developing tradition about Jesus. The early Church was
founded on encounters with Jesus, but the Gospels were written down
long after Jesus’ presence on earth. The earliest testimony about Jesus
used terms such as messiah, priest-sacrifice, prophet, and New Adam,
which were meaningful to the times during which the people lived. 

Father Guy pointed out that over the ages the Church’s manner of
describing Jesus has changed. Even in the Scriptures the description of
Jesus is varied according to the different theologies and interests of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The “living faith” continues and
develops over the ages as it is affected by doctrine, liturgy, and morality.
We come to believe in the divinity of Jesus as we grow in understanding
of His humanity.

In the second session John
Anderson, a recent RCIA graduate,
gave us straight-from-the-heart
insights on prayer. He reminded us
that God is everywhere, all around
us. We just need to tune in to His
wave length, ditch all our fears, and
be humbly receptive. As John said,
“Shut up and listen.”

At first John found God in nature
walks, but realized, as his sister
reminded him, that God is even on
Merrill Rd. amidst the noise and
litter. As he became older and wiser
his commune with God became
much deeper.

There are many ways to pray.
There are familiar formal prayers,
such as the “Our Father,” rosary, and Sunday Mass. Prayers of praise and
adoration are joyful and reflect deep human emotions about God’s
creation. Another traditional method of prayer is taking a Scripture
passage, repeating it, and savoring it until it develops into deeper feelings
and union with God. 

John enlightened us on the technique of reaching an inner quiet;
shutting out the noisy world around us and focusing on the quiet realm of
God, without a need for thoughts, images, or words. We need to become
aware of our breathing and surrender to the voice of God.

Many of our prayers are intercessory. At Christ the King we have our
offertory petitions at each Mass, the Prayer Network, and the Intentions
Book. Suffering leads to intercessory prayer. When disaster strikes, there
is usually a turn to God as we beg for help, and a closer relationship and
reliance on God is developed.

Father Thanh summed up ways to achieve effective prayer:
 Be still. You need silence.

 Develop a personal relationship with God. Our God is always the
loving and forgiving Father, there to walk beside us. 

 Pray at all times, through the highs and the lows, at special events
and during sufferings.

 Let go, surrender, and God will be with you.

In session three, as a team, Bill and Melissa Coppedge tackled the
definition of charity and sacrifice and the effect on our lives today. 

The greatest virtues are faith, hope and charity, charity being
interchangeable with love. Faith is belief in God, commitment to God, and
profession of our belief. Hope is a desire for the kingdom of God and a
dependency on the Holy Spirit. The greatest of the virtues, of course, is
love; putting God above all things, loving the Father as He has loved us
and loving our neighbors as ourselves.

Charity is the center and source of our faith. We must always
recognize God in the needy, the unloved, and the afflicted. God’s love is
unconditional and He demands that ours be unconditional also. Many of
us have difficulty loving some people: the mean, manipulative, lazy,
abusive, and untruthful, but we must keep looking deeply for a spark of
God within them. “It ain’t easy!” Jesus identifies Himself with all
suffering humanity, those emotionally and spiritually needy, as well as the
hungry, naked, the sick, and imprisoned. We are not to question or judge
another’s worthiness of our love. 

Throughout history mankind has offered sacrifices to their gods to
give homage, to show thanks, or as a penance for sins. During this season
of Lent we were called upon to sacrifice in the form of fasting by skipping
meals and by giving up something that we enjoy. In this tradition we were
reminded of when Jesus went into the desert fasting and praying. In the
New Testament, Jesus Christ became the sacrifice for all mankind so that
we may redeem ourselves and be freed of sin. Christians are challenged
to follow the path of Jesus by sacrificing the pleasures of the flesh and by
serving others. We forgive our enemies over and over again. Compassion
for others can develop into sacrifice when there is rejection, bodily harm,
or even death. Our participation in these Lenten Beyond Sunday sessions
exemplified another form of sacrifice.

There will be a new “Beyond Sunday” series after the summer. Watch
the bulletin for announcements and join in this ministry.

“Beyond Sunday” Spring 2006



Page 14 Christ the King Courier May, 2006

by Ray Walker

All five of my children began
their scholastic careers in the First
Grade of Christ the King School
and graduated from this same
institution eight years later. My
oldest daughter, Sandi, entered
First Grade the day the school
opened and became one of those
first students to graduate after
attending all eight grades. Talking
to them in preparation for this
article, the consensus of opinion
was that while school could hardly
be compared to Disney World, they
all had positive feelings about the
years they spent there. They all had
stories of good times they
remembered (and some, not so
good, of course but these were
minor incidents and could have
happened any where).

My oldest daughter, Sandi,
recalls the time in the 8th Grade

when her class
w a s

pract ic ing
basketball
out beside
the small
house that
used to be
a convent.

H e r
t e a c h e r ,

Sister Kenneth,
of whom she

thought a great deal, was sitting on
the side of a small hill nearby.
Sandi noticed she was eating
something. When a break came she
went over to her and said, “Sister, I
see you’re eating something but I
didn’t see you bring anything out
with you.” “I’m eating root beer,”
the nun replied. “Sit down and I’ll
show you.” Sandi reclined on the
grass. “See,” Sister Kenneth
showed her, “It is growing all over
here.”  And she taught Sandi which
plant was the root beer. She started
pulling it out of the ground and
soon she and several other girls
who had gathered around were
enjoying their discovery. It

certainly was a learning experience
and one that Sandi has never
forgotten.

My youngest daughter, Diane,
remembers how much she enjoyed
the May Crowning of the Blessed
Virgin statue and the parade around
the grounds that preceded it. While
she very much enjoyed attending
Christ the King School, she did
remember an incident in which the
boy behind her would not leave her
long, red hair alone and the teacher
made her - not him - sit in the
garbage can (and I always thought
that it was blondes who had more
fun!!). She also still has her copy of
the Christ the King Year Book for
1970 - 71, the first one the school
ever published. She also has the
one for 1972, the year she
graduated with all the pictures and
messages.

Theresa (Terri), my middle
daughter, attended Christ the King
School from 1961 through 1969.
She was probably the most athletic
of the girls and loved baseball and
basketball. She played softball all
through high school and even
afterward. Terri, too, had nothing
but good things to say about her
experience at Christ the King
School. Like Diane after her, she
remembers fondly the May
procession around the parking lot
and the crowning
of the Blessed
V i r g i n
s t a t u e .
While she
did not do
a n y
w r i t i n g
like her
father, she
did work for
the school
newspaper as a
typist and loved it. Her final
comment was that the cafeteria
made real good lunches. I have
always heard the expression, “The
way to a man’s heart is through his
stomach.”  Maybe it works for
girls, too.

Michael, my
youngest son,

felt the same
way his
sisters did
about the
school. At
that time
there was a

man named
Rufus who

was the
custodian. Mike had

very fond memories of Rufus who
was a real friend to all the children
and one you could go to and talk
with in confidence.

Sad to say, every single one of
my children after graduating from
high school, stopped attending any
church - Catholic or otherwise. For
years, it became increasingly easier
for me to blame myself for their
lapses. But, during those years

several priest friends of mine have
assured me they have learned that
many who attend a Catholic school
and later leave the Church are very
often drawn back to it in later years.
At the time, as you may well
imagine, I found very little
consolation in that information.

Surprisingly and happily, I
recently saw proof of what my
priest friends told me so long ago.
The youngest son of my daughter,
Terri, came into the Church when
he married and now his family
regularly attends Mass and his
children are enrolled in Catholic

School. Last year Terri’s daughter
entered RCIA classes with her
mother as her sponsor and on Holy
Saturday I was present at the Easter
Vigil service and joyfully
witnessed not only my grand
daughter’s entry into the Church
but Terri’s return to it. These two
also attend Mass every Sunday and
the oldest great, grand daughter is
going to a Catholic school.

Having children leave the
Church is by no means an
experience that is unique to me.
Many of my friends can relate
similar stories of their own
families. It is my belief that what
my children learned at Christ the
King School nearly 50 years ago is
“coming back to them” (in a nice
way). What a blessing. I further
believe that Terri and her family
will be a positive example to the

others and am prayerfully awaiting
one of her siblings to follow suit.

What a great surprise! My
daughter Terri has three children -
two boys and a girl. As mentioned
earlier, one boy and the girl have
already become Catholic. To my
amazement, her oldest son, John,
called me the day before I typed the
final draft of this article to tell me
he and his fiancee were thinking
about becoming Catholic, too and
asked if I would sponsor him in
RCIA. What can I say? God is
good! God bless Christ the King
School and its influence.

AAAAnnnn    AAAAccccccccoooo llllaaaaddddeeee     ffffoooorrrr     
CCCChhhhrrrr iiii ssss tttt     tttthhhheeee     KKKKiiiinnnngggg     SSSScccchhhhoooooooollll

Mike, Terri and Diane

Sacrament of Love
“The church and the world have a great need of
Eucharistic adoration. Jesus waits for us in this

sacrament of love. Let us be generous with our time in
going to meet Him in adoration, and in contemplation
that is full of faith and ready to make reparation for

the great faults and crimes of the world. May our
adoration never cease.”

Pope John Paul II
On the Mystery & worship of the Holy Eucharist

April 1980

Call Claretta for more information, 743-9998

Thank You Christ the King
On behalf of Monica and Ashley, we would like

to express our deep appreciation for the honors
and tributes you bestowed upon our son and
brother PFC Timothy J. Seamans. We are
all proud of Tim’s service and the
sacrifice he has made for his country.

May God bless you and keep you;
may He shine His everlasting light upon
you always.

In Christ Love, 
The Seamans
David, Monica, and Ashley Seamans
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Darian Marie Azar
Ernest Andrew Barber

Dorian Boehnke
Kaylee Alexis Burke

Gracie Cain
Danny Canuto
Jason Chandler

Crystal Isabelle Claxton
Patrick Donald Considine

Seth Courtney
Angelo King De Vera

Christina Diaz
Jessica Lynn Estrada

Mallory Christine Frye
Christina Gagnon

Steven Chinoi Gardner
Shannon Griffin

Morgan Lee Holbrook
Scott Andrew Jeffas

Chris Kelley
Jordan Renay Kierce

Joseph William Klinkenberg
Alexa Klym

Christina Logan
Scott Logan

Sarah Brigitte Mathieu
Nicasio Medina

Erin Mikell
Melissa Lynne Mitchell
Melissa Paige Mitchell

Aaron Morency
Alina Musharbash

George Michael Nagle, Jr.
Aaron John Plotz
Emily Pollackov

Ryan Pollett
Tori Polochak

Christopher Anthony Purvis
Grazielle Castro Ramirez

Amanda Ridenhour
Madeline Genevive Sciullo

Sawsan Shami
Victoria Shami

Carina Magdalena Sheffield
Jonathan Jason Sloan

Hannah Smith
Mark Thompson
Elizabeth Weaver
Tyler John Wildes

Christopher Joseph Williams
Katlin Marie Williamson

Dena Rita Yazji
Andrew Young

“Breathe in me, Oh Holy Spirit,
Act in me, Oh Holy Spirit,

Strengthen me, Oh Holy Spirit” 
St. Augustine

Confirmadi

Due to a technical error the Confirmation list printed in the February
2006 Courier was incorrect. We appologize for the inaccuracy. The
following is our January 2006 Confirmation list.

by Dan Sanford

On March 19th, 2006, Girl
Scout Troop 338 of the Gateway
Council and Cub Scout Pack 5 of
the Shawnee District represented
our Parish in fine fashion as they
attended the 2006 Religious
Awards Ceremony hosted by the
Council on Catholic Scouting and
led by Bishop Victor Galeone.
Following a touching homily that
addressed the importance of a
strong faith in action during
childhood, our gifted Bishop
further inspired the children with a
beautiful retelling of the story of
Blessed fourteen year old martyr,
Jose Luis Sanchez  (del-Rio) – so
fittingly appropriate given the
Mexican martyr’s cry of “Viva
Cristo Rey!” (Long live Christ the
King!). After this, our scouts very
proudly joined over 200 other
Catholic scouts as they received
their blessed medals from Bishop
Victor Galeone.

Our Religious Counselor this
year for both the Brownies and

the Cub Scouts was 
Becky Schroeder. 

Family of God Award: This
program for Brownie Girl Scouts
helps scouts, as members of their

family and parish, explore a wide
range of activities to discover the
presence of God in their daily lives.
Parental involvement is required.
The following young ladies from
Troop 338 received the Family of
God Award:
Breanna Black
Rachel Lesher
Paola Ramos 
Megan Schroder
Helen Vu
Erica Stanfill
Sydney Williams

Kelly Wolfe
Emily Duncan
Madeline Trepaniger

Scout leaders for this troop are
Becky Schroeder and 

Josephine Stanfill

Light of Christ Medal: This
emblem encourages Tiger Cubs and
Wolf Cub Scouts to develop a
personal relationship with Jesus.
With the active participation of
parents, the scout comes to see

Jesus as a real person and friend.
The recipient of this medal from
Pack 5 was:
Christopher Luyando

Parvuli Dei Medal: This
award is designed to help Bear and
Webelos Cub Scouts become more
aware of God’s presence in their
daily lives, especially in their
homes and communities. The
following young men from Cub
Scout Pack 5 received their Parvuli
Dei Medal:
Danny Sanford
Jeffery Dela Cruz

Scout leaders for Cub Scout
Pack 5 are Dan Sanford, Hector
Dela Cruz and Louis Luyando.

It is tremendously reassuring to
see the continued active
involvement of the youth here at
Christ the King. They are a credit to
their parents, their teachers, their
Parish, and most importantly, to
their faith. Congratulations Scouts
of Christ the King!

2006 Religious Awards Ceremony

Viva Cris to  Rey!
Long live 

Christ the King!

Jerusalem                                  33AD Calvary

Jesus Christ, 33, of Nazareth died Friday on
Mount Calvary, also known as Golgotha, the
place of the skull. Betrayed by the apostle Judas,
Jesus was crucified by the Romans, by order of
the Ruler Pontius Pilate. The causes of death
were crucifixion extreme exhaustion, severe
torture, and loss of blood.

Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham was
a member of the house of David.  He was the
Son of the late Joseph, a carpenter of Nazareth,
and Mary, His devoted Mother. Jesus was born in a
stable in the city of Bethlehem, Judea.  He is survived
by His mother Mary, His faithful Apostles, numerous disciples, and many
other followers.

Jesus was self educated and spent most of his adult life working as a
Teacher. Jesus also occasionally worked as a Medical Doctor and it is
reported that he healed many patients. Up until the time of His death,
Jesus was teaching and sharing the Good News, healing the sick, touching
the lonely, feeding the hungry, and helping the poor.

Jesus was most noted for telling parables about His Father’s Kingdom
and performing miracles, such as feeding over 5,000 people with only
five loaves of bread and two fish, and healing a man who was born blind.
On the day before His death, He held a Last Supper celebrating the
Passover Feast. At which He foretold His death.

The body was quickly buried in a stone grave, which was donated by
Joseph of Arimathea, a loyal friend of the family. By order of Pontius
Pilate, a boulder was rolled in front of the tomb. Roman soldiers were put
on guard.

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that everyone try to live as
Jesus did. Donations may be sent to anyone in need.

Obituary

Epilogue
The Good News ...   He is Risen

“Hallelujah, He is Risen.”  The angels rolled the stone away, He’s
alive and I’m forgiven, heavens gates are opened wide. Believe in Him

and when you leave this world you can spend eternity with Him.
Spread the Good news (The Gospel).  
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Submitted by Mickey Kenny

In each of the Biblical lists of
apostles Peter and Andrew, James
and John were the first  chosen as
apostles.  Peter, James, and John
were also chosen by Jesus to be
witnesses to the miracle of the
raising of Jairus’ daughter, again at
the Transfiguration, and finally at
the agony in the Garden of
Gethsemani.

This St. James was the son of
Zebedee and Salome and the
brother of Saint John; he  may also
have been Jesus’ cousin.  He is
called “James the Great” simply
because he became an apostle
before James the Just (sometimes
Lesser.  He appears to have been a
fisherman and a disciple of Saint
John the Baptist.  He left
everything when Christ called him
to be a “fisher of men.”  James was
present during most of the recorded
miracles of Christ. 

His symbol is of three shells
which indicate his pilgrimage by
sea as he preached in Samaria,
Judea, and Spain. This James was
the first apostle to be martyred.
According to tradition the accuser
who led him to judgment was so
moved by his confession, he
became a Christian and they were

beheaded together.  Clement
testifies expressly that this account
was given him “by those who were
before him,” and this tradition has a
better foundation than many other
traditions and legends respecting
the Apostolic labors and death of
St. James.  Like all men of renown,
many stories grew up around
James. 

In one, he brought back to life a
boy who had been unjustly hanged,
and had been dead for five weeks.
The boy’s father was notified of the
miracle while he sat at supper. The
father pronounced the story
nonsense, and said his son was no
more alive than the roasted fowl on
the table; the cooked bird promptly
sat up, sprouted feathers, and flew
away.

The pilgrimage to his relics in
Compostela became such a popular
devotion that the symbols of
pilgrims have become his
emblems, and he became the patron

of pilgrims. His work in Spain, and
the housing of his relics there, led
to his patronage of the country and
all things Spanish; for centuries, the
Spanish army rode to battle with
the cry “Santiago!” (Saint James!)

The symbol of a saw became
the symbol for St. James the Just
because he was sawed into pieces

at his martyrdom.  This St. James
was the author of the first Catholic
Epistle and was the son of
Alphaeus of Cleophas. His mother
Mary was either a sister or a close
relative of the Blessed Virgin, and
for that reason, according to Jewish
custom, he was sometimes called
the brother of the Lord. This
apostle held a distinguished
position in the early Christian
community of Jerusalem where St.
Paul consulted him about the
Gospel and he became known as
“James the Just.” 

According to tradition, he was
the first Bishop of Jerusalem, and

was at the Council of Jerusalem
about the year 50. The historians
Eusebius and Hegesippus relayed
that St. James was martyred in the
Spring of the year 62. 

Tradition has always
recognized him as the author of the
Epistle that bears his name. Internal
evidence based on the language,
style, and teaching of the Epistle
reveals its author as a Jew familiar
with the Old Testament, and a
Christian thoroughly grounded in
the teachings of the gospel.
External evidence from the early
Fathers and Councils of the Church
confirmed its authenticity and
canonicity. The date of its writing
cannot be determined exactly but it
was probably written between the
years 60 and 62 A.D. The epistle
was addressed to the “twelve tribes
that are in the Dispersion,” that is,
to Christians outside Palestine; but
nothing in the Epistle indicates that
he is thinking only of Jewish
Christians. St. James realizes full
well the temptations and
difficulties they encounter in the
midst of paganism and he tries to
teach the communities practical
Christian living.

References various articles on
the internet and the Catholic
Encyclopedia

Symbols

By Darlene O’Neal

The RCIA class has covered a
lot of ground since the last issue of
the Courier. The candidates have
been instructed about the
sacraments of initiation: Baptism,
Confirmation, and the Eucharist.
There were instructions on the
Sacrament of Reconciliation and
eschatology (the study of the last
things). Vocations were also
discussed . One Saturday morning,
the team and candidates met in the
Shirley David Hall for a Day of
Discernment that ended in the
Sacred Heart Chapel with Father
Joe explaining each step as we
celebrated the Mass.

The season of Lent prepared the
catechumens for the celebration of
the Paschal Mystery. It also
prepared the faithful to recall their
Baptism and to do penance in
preparation for Easter. The RCIA
class was encouraged to attend
Mass on Ash Wednesday to receive
ashes as a reminder of our
mortality; we came from dust and
shall return to dust. Thus began our
forty day journey.

On the first Sunday of Lent the
Rite of Sending, Election, and
Welcoming was held. The
candidates and catechumens
gathered at the 9:00 a.m. Mass with
their sponsors and signed the Book
of the Elect, which was then carried
to the Cathedral-Basilica of St.
Augustine. Catechumens and
candidates came with their
sponsors from all over the diocese

to affirm their intention to become
full members of the Church.
Bishop Galeone was celebrant  the

ceremony as each RCIA director
presented the Book of the Elect to
the bishop. Each of the Elect was
recognized and welcomed. A
highlight of the afternoon was
having a group picture taken with
Bishop Galeone. 

The first of three Scrutinies
took place on the third Sunday of
Lent. The catechumens with their
sponsors came forward as the
Church, in a prayer of exorcism,
asked God to free them from the
power of Satan and to strengthen
all that is good in them. The Gospel
on this Sunday is about the
Samaritan woman at the well. It
tells about who Jesus is; the gifts
He brings; and the nature of faith.
The second and third Scrutinies
were on the following Sundays.

The message of the 1st scrutiny tells
about Jesus curing the blind man;
“He that follows me will not walk
in the dark” and finally, the raising
of Lazarus from the dead. This last
scrutiny contains the belief that the
Lord can pull life out of anything.
“I am the Way, the Truth and the
Life.”

The class was instructed about
the penance service, where some of
them made their first reconciliation
and were a little nervous about it.
They were assured they would feel
more relaxed afterward and they
were. Palm Sunday was the
beginning of Holy Week and the
excitement began to mount when it
was time to practice for the Easter
Vigil. Wednesday morning, at the
Cathedral in St. Augustine, the
Chrism Mass was celebrated by
Bishop Galeone. This Mass is the
public renewal by priests, from all
over the diocese, of their promises
to faithfully fulfill their office as
ordained priests. It is at this Mass
that the chrism oil is consecrated by
the bishop and is then carried back
to all the parishes to be used in
liturgical anointing. Some of this
chrism oil was used at the Easter
Vigil during Baptism and
Confirmation.

The RCIA class was
encouraged to attend the services
for Holy Thursday and Good
Friday as they looked forward to
the Easter Vigil when they would
become members of the Holy
Catholic Church. 

RCIA Update – Preparations for Lent Have  a
wonderffull
summer

-
Driive  saffelly

-
Appreciiate

thhe  tiime  you
hhave  wiithh
your  kkiids

-
SSchhooll  wiillll

start  too
soon!!



by Harriet E. Hughes
Adult Choir – Adult Handbells 

Lent has begun and Easter
approaches.  The love of Christ
echoes through the season.  Easter
is indeed a very solemn yet glori-
ous feast celebrated by our Church
and is truly a victory not only for
our God but for ourselves as well.
People are always celebrating vic-
tories – there’s the Super Bowl,
March Madness, whatever.
However, the Victory of the Cross
is the greatest of all!

In the Catholic Church, we are
inundated with threes.  In our early
formative years we learn of the
Holy Trinity (three persons in one
God).   As Easter approaches, we
are told of a Paschal Triduum –
again, three.  What does that all
mean?

The Paschal Triduum (three,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday) com-
mences on what purports to be the
holiest night of the year (and possi-
bly the loneliest for Christ) – Holy
Thursday – the night on which
Christ instituted the Eucharist.
Christ had been surrounded by
countless numbers of followers and
by His own twelve chosen apostles.
Obviously, Christ and the apostles
had enjoyed a wonderful dinner
together after what was probably a
tiring day.  During dinner, Christ
had blessed bread, broken it and
had commissioned the apostles to
“Do this in remembrance of me”.
After dinner Christ went into the
garden to pray and was followed
there by His apostles who quickly
fell asleep.  Christ prayed alone that

He might be relieved of the “cup”
that was befalling Him, but
nonetheless subjected Himself
completely to the will of the Father.
Later that same night He was
betrayed by one of His chosen few
– betrayed by a kiss no less.  The
hurt had to be as painful as the nails
being driven into his sweaty, weak-
ened hands the following after-
noon.

At the start of the Easter
Triduum on Holy Thursday,  the
mood is very happy, very joyous.
The opening hymn calls for us to
“Let us ever glory in the cross of
Christ, our salvation and our hope.”
How powerful are those words?
The choir will later remind the con-
gregation that “At this table, Lord,
we lay our burdens down” and will
also ask “Teach us, Lord, how to
share the bounty of your care when
we leave this holy place.” The
Mass  will proceed to the Gloria at
which time the choir will joyously
sing “Glory to God in the Highest”!
Church bells will ring loud and
long.  Quiet will then quickly
ensue.  The hymns become sub-
dued and pensive.  Thoughts are
drawn to Christ all alone in the gar-
den, praying, pleading.   At the end
of the Mass, the strains of Tantum
Ergo and Pange Lingua fill the
church as the celebrant slowly and
methodically removes the Blessed
Sacrament from the tabernacle and
transports it to a temporary home.
The mood is somber.  The doors of
the tabernacle are opened wide
revealing that it is totally empty.
Altar decorations and cloths are
quietly removed leaving but a bare
table. The candle signifying the
ever presence of Christ in the taber-
nacle is extinguished.  He said He
would be with us always but there
is now a  feeling of being totally
alone - only stark and total empti-
ness remains.   These are probably
the same feelings experienced by
Christ when He realized His apos-
tles were not watching with Him
but rather were sleeping.  

As the congregation returns on
Good Friday,  Part 2 of the
Triduum, the church is deathly
silent.  The priests of the parish
slowly process toward the bare
altar and immediately prostrate
themselves before the crucified
Christ. They lie face down on the

altar steps.  Probably the only
prayer that anyone can say at this
point in time is “I am truly sorry”
but there is no comfort – the taber-
nacle is bare.  Who is there to hear
our prayer now?  A true feeling of
emptiness is present.   The choir
sings “Were you there when they
crucified my Lord?”  This crucifix-
ion happened thousands of years
ago – of course we weren’t there.
Oh, but we were there – our sins
represented us.   As we gaze into
the face of the crucified man, we
next look down and see drops of
blood striking the hard clay.   Our
sin debt has been paid in full.   Try
and think about that for a moment.

After several readings, the
Passion is read during which each
member of the congregation pro-
claims in his or her own voice that
Jesus should be crucified and the
criminal, Barabas, spared.  The plea
is sung “Christ crucified, Jesus,
hear our prayer.”  He would hear
our prayer but it is truly hard at this
point in time to ask.    The congre-
gation is then given the opportunity
to come forward so that they might
kiss the broken body of Christ.  His
sufferings have ended.

The Blessed Sacrament is
thereafter retrieved from its tempo-
rary resting place so that commun-
ion may be distributed to the faith-
ful. There is a ray of hope perhaps
but once again the tabernacle
remains wide open and the feeling
prevails that a tremendous void
exists.   There is nothing left but
silence now.

Part 3 of the Triduum begins on
Holy Saturday evening. Services
begin at dusk and commence with
the lighting of the new fire and
blessing of new water. The spirit of
the moment remains solemn and
the empty feeling of Holy Thursday
evening and the remembrance of
Good Friday pervades the darkened
church.  The congregation, includ-
ing candidates and catechumens
seeking full communion with the
church, processes into the church
carrying candles lit with the new
fire symbolizing the fresh begin-
ning which is taking place. As the
candles flicker, chanted prayers are
sung to memorialize the fact that
Christ has died and we are remind-
ed of the promise that He would
rise again on the third day (another

three).   The mood remains very
solemn. When the Easter candle is
placed on the altar, the flickering
candles are extinguished and the
church lights brighten. “Christ is
our Light!”  When the Mass pro-
gresses to the Gloria, bells once
again ring loud and long, the organ
sounds joyously and the choir sings
out “ Glory To God in the Highest”
joyfully proclaiming to the world
that the victory has been won!.  The
candle signifying the ever presence
of Christ in the tabernacle once
again flickers with the moment.
The darker sounds of the season are
now replaced with bright, uplifting
hymns filled with lots of Alleluias
and great rejoicing because “This is
the feast of Victory for our God!”

Lent has ended.  The altar is no
longer dressed in purple but rather
bright white and sparkling gold.
Glorious flowers adorn the altar
signifying new beginnings which
have taken place.  The choir will
sing “All the world has come
alive!”  We are thus vividly remind-
ed that life has triumphed over
death.   We hear once again joyful
Alleluias and the forty days in
which we are called to reflect and
do penance has come to an end –
but should it?  What if we made our
Lenten reflections and penance a
part of our daily lives?  Christ’s
death paid our sin debt – but, per-
haps He would like to know that we
have not forgotten that and that we
are truly grateful.  “We remember
the sacrifice on Calvary – we thank
you for your never ending love.”
There are lots of ministries at
Christ the King which could use
your help – resolve to join one or
two or more. Remember Calvary.
There’s something for everyone –
just take a look.   The choirs are
always searching for new members
– join one or both (ring and sing).
We know your time is limited –
make time.  Remember Calvary. 

The hymn “Were You There”
concludes with “Were you there
when He rose up from the tomb?”
Just as  you were there when He
died, you were likewise there when
He rose from the dead.  Really lis-
ten closely now to those Alleluias
and glad Hosannas - they are espe-
cially for you!    “We remember the
sacrifice on Calvary – we thank
you for  your never ending love.”
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It’s a Victory for Our God!

Our Father, Who art in Heaven: give us, we pray Thee, the courage and the strength to stamp out the threat
of paganism and slavery that hangs over the world today.

Be merciful to all those who have died in the service of our country.  Console those who have lost their loved 
ones in the struggle.

Help our fighting men to be always clean of heart and therefore unafraid.  Soothe the wounded in battle.

Sustain the courage of those who suffer persecution for conscience’ sake.

Have pity on all who have been insulted, robbed, tortured, defiled, enslaved by their conquerors.  Grant wisdom to our leaders, civil and
military, that they may most effectively direct our efforts, at home and abroad.

Teach us all to walk humbly with Thee, so that we may be worthy to conquer, and having conquered may build a peace with justice, under the 
Fatherhood of God.  Amen

Memorial Day Prayer
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by Patrice Pruitt

April 29th, 2006 was a great day
for the Christ the King community.
This was the day our community
came together to enjoy a day of fun
and fellowship for the 5th Annual
Christ the King Spring Carnival.
The day started about 5am with the
first pot of coffee made by Peter
House.  By 6am we the volunteers
started rolling in to get the tables
set up, setting up the tents, setting
up booths, preparing the
concession tables and of course
organizing all of the great rides that
the kids enjoyed.  The carnival
began around 9a.m.  By 10a.m., the
smell of all the great food, the
crowd beginning to build, and the
good weather (little windy) we just
knew it was going to be a great day.  

The planning for this event is
not easy.  It takes many hours of
meetings, calls to donors, securing
vendors and many more hours of
hard work.  All of this done by
volunteers who love Christ the
King.  The Carnival Steering
Committee, which consists of Kate
Asher, Richard Browne, Donna
Johnson, Mike Klima, Valerie
Lynch, Marita McClellan, and
Patrice Pruitt, begins planning this
event in mid January.  

The midway rides this year
were bigger and better than years
past and it seemed as if everyone
had a wonderful time enjoying the
slides, the water wars, the swings,
the rock climbing wall (especially
by Father Thanh and Seminarian
Andy as they raced each other to
the top).  Father Thanh was a good
sport and took his turn in the
dunking booth.  A Christ the King
School (CTKS) 2nd grader (Mike
Pruitt) spent all his red tickets
enjoying dunking Father Thanh
several times and when Father
Thanh said “I know your mother”
Mike just continued to spend his
tickets.   

The booths this year that are
hosted by each room parent from
each classroom at CTKS were
better than ever and kids of all ages
got to enjoy them.  

The plant booth was a huge
success thanks to all of the Pre-K
teachers and parents.  The    music 

SCHOOL
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from Music for Life was a great
treat for the day and was outstand-
ing and awesome as usual.  We are
all going to miss Rebecca and Phil.  

The Knights of Columbus, as
always, did an outstanding job,
even with the new rules imposed
by the Carnival Queen (Patrice
Pruitt).  Thank You, Dennis and all
the cooks for a job well done!  

The Christ the King Men’s
Club did a great job with Deal or
No Deal.  Thanks to Bill Joost and
Mark Wnuk for being such great
game show hosts and to the young
ladies (Kaylee Burke and Jamie
Jones) for making the show a hit
with all the contestants and audi-
ence.  

The Fil-Am ministry cooked
lumpia until they were all con-
sumed (mostly by the ladies in the
cash office).  They were great as
always, so thanks to Mr. And Mrs.
Praxedes for all their hard work.  

The Vietnamese ministry led
by Michael Nguyen, cooked egg
rolls and BBQ on a stick that was
delicious and we look forward to
next year.  (Thanks to Henry for all
of his hard work in the kitchen).  

The Life Teen ministry was a
great help with all of their volun-
teers throughout the day, including
the CTKS students, We Thank You
very much.  

The Bake Sale was a delicious
success due to all of the baked
goods donated by parishioners,
ministries, teachers, and parents.
(We thank you all for your time and
talent).   

This year we were visited by
Cupcake the Clown (Cathy
McClellan) who did a great job
painting faces on all the kids.  

Like all good things, the day
had to come to an end.  Although
the carnival was due to end at 5
p.m., there was no stopping the fun
that everyone was having.  The
rides finally shut down about 5:30
p.m. and the dedicated volunteers
that had been there all day long
were faced with the clean up.  As
always the faithful pitched in and
the job got done.  The proceeds
from the carnival will benefit the
CTKS.  Thank you to all who
enjoyed the day; the carnival was a
great success.

CARNIVAL
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LITURGY

Altar Servers 
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained, they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact Diane
Longenecker, 642-5168.

“Extraordinary” 
Eucharistic Ministers
As an “Extraordinary” minister of
the Eucharist during the Mass you
would be asked to join the priest at
the altar, partake in communion and
help the priest distribute communion
to the congregation.  Candidates are
chosen by the Pastor as rec-
ommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish.. Nancy
Chapman, coordinator, 731-5724. 

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish Ministries
who want to bring the gifts to the altar
during Mass.  Audrey Dodd - 724-2491.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Readers 
A Lector does the readings and the
Prayer of the Faithful at Mass. If you
would like to be a reader, call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan, call Nick
Debs, 744-8749.

Visitation of the Sick
“Extraordinary” ministers bring the
Eucharist to the homebound or hos-
pitalized. John Porter, 721-0489.

HOSPITALITY

Coffee & Donuts
Call Al Martin at 744-4302 to help
greet and serve after 7 and 9 AM

Masses. Great way to meet
newcomers and parishioners.

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to attend
the same Mass every week. They are
requested to wear a navy blue jacket and
to assist the  celebrant as needed.  Howard
Sell, 642-5079.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the Liturgies.
Debbie Scobie, 723-3977.

Art & Environment Planning
Committee
Decorating the church and Gathering
Area, during different seasons of the
Church. Contact Terri Vogelsang, 744-
6310, on how you can help.

Beautification Grounds Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet the
third Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.-
noon, in the church parking lot by the
fountain.  Come  join us in beautifying His
yard.  Robin Allison , 641-2318.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers staff the gift shop before and
after Sunday Masses. Maureen McCook,
642-2725.

Sunday Childcare 
For 9:00 a.m. Mass
Christ the King Childcare for your 1-4-
year-old child in the Child Care Center.
Free of charge. Care is provided by
parents and those students (13+) who wish
to obtain service hours. Must be willing to
be fingerprinted. Call Deborah Ethridge,
696-9726  to help.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Eucharistic Adoration
We need people who are willing to sign up
for one hour a week so that someone is
praying all during the day. Adoration is in
the Sacred Heart Chapel, Monday-Friday,
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call Claretta
Lamusga, 743-9998. 

Nocturnal Eucharistic Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each month
from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are eight
groups who rotate their hour each month.
If you would like to join us in this prayer
ministry, call Paul Ghiotto, 727-5040.

Prayer Network
One of our most rewarding ministries -
praying for others in need - spiritual, health
related, and other. Call Peggy Mills, 646-
9417.

GENERAL

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces
of people at Christmas. Those who
share time and talent in this ministry
help put up the Advent Tree with
special paper ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, and
return the ornament with the gift
attached to it. Volunteers are needed
to help distribute the gifts to nursing
homes, orphanages, etc, call Trudy
Cameron, 724-0511.

Blood Drive 
Twice a year Christ the King Church,
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance, holds a blood drive, call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.

Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our eight
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. We welcome new
members.  Betty Kuehl, 641-7970.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by doctors, registered nurses,
and ancillary support people. They

donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m., call Willie Blaquiere, 744-
6792.

Christ the King Courier 
Interested in publishing a
newspaper? We need  desktop
publishers, typists, proof-readers,
reporters,   photographers, etc. We
meet on  Wednesdays in the rectory
at 7 p.m. Judy, 724-0080.

Elizabeth Ministry
This ministry deals with the joys,
sorrows and challenges of life during
the childbearing years and beyond. It
includes pregnancy/pregnancy com-
plications, birth, infant/child crisis,
special needs, miscarriage, stillbirth
and infant or child death. Call Wendi,
724-5579. 

Christ the King Fil-Am Ministry
The Fil-Am Ministry is family-
oriented Filipinos and Filipino-
Americans whose purpose is to make
positive contributions to the parish
and to promote the Filipino culture
and heritage through various
(cultural) activities in the
community. You do not have to be
Filipino or Filipino-American to
join this ministry. Call Imogene
Praxedes, 737-4034.

Finance Committee
Committee members selected by the
pastor. Their work on the council
should be considered a ministry with
a commitment to stewardship.
Contact Father Thanh Thai Nguyen.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct new homes,  call Bill
Damato, 998-1417.

Militia of the Immaculata
Men and women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in

Ministry of Hope
If you have lost a loved one you
know the anguish and suffering that
goes with that loss. Others have been
through this same trauma. The
Ministry of Hope brings those who
have suffered and those who are
suffering together. Call Sue, 221-
7143.

M.O.M.S.  
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer, dis-
cussions, and friendships among
women of all ages. Carol Ann Black,
221-2642

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of
its mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Rectory. Call John
Klinkenberg, 724-5579. It is made
up of representatives (President,
Chairperson or Facilitator) from
each ministry in the Parish, as well
as representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School,
Christ the King Daycare, Athletic
Association, Scouts, Knights of
Columbus, Marriage Encounter,
Sponsor Couples, and Wedding
Coordinator. Elections are held
every two years to elect a President,
vice-president, secretary-recording,
and secretary- clerical from the body
of representatives.

Parish Nurse 
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer
their time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish,
call Barbara, 724-1776.

Queens and Kings (age 50+)
Our lively senior citizens socialize on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:30-
4 p.m., September through June. Do
come to enjoy! Call William Campbell,
724-3777.

Christ the King goes
International. Check it out at ctk-
catholic.com or at ctks.org. Thanks
to the countless hours of time and
talent of paid and volunteer staff
our Parish life is now featured on
these internet domains. Got

questions about Mass schedules,
school lunch, comparative tuition
rates, does the Easter Bunny really
exist? You can find the answers to
these and much, much more at
these internet web sites. Though the
site is still under construction and
will always be a dynamic work in
progress, there is ample subject
matter currently available to pique
your curiosity.  

With over 50 Parish and af-
filiated ministries,1,600  multi-
cultural families with 4,000 plus
parishioners and  nearly 600 school
and child care students,  Christ the
King is a bustling “city” of
perpetual activity.  Now, at the
touch of a keyboard, inquiring
minds can readily access current in-
formation about virtually anything
that is relevant to campus life.
Have you met your child’s teacher?
If not you should, but in the
meantime you can put a name with
a face and learn something about
the teacher through simple digital
navigation.  Get answers to your
questions about the school sports

programs, learn more about the
Accelerated Reader Program or
perchance see your child’s
(grandchild’s) artwork on
International display – it’s all there,
and so much more.  It is an in-
valuable informational resource
tool and a convenience designed to
edify, clarify, inform, entertain,
market, and amuse.

At present, and by design, the
school and child care sites are the
most comprehensive in their re-
spective state of development. The
Church site currently provides
basic information regarding the
various ministries, with much work
yet to be completed.  There are
direct links to other relevant sites,
such as the diocesan site and the
United States Council of Catholic
Bishops (USCCB).  Ultimately the
Church site will be as com-
prehensive in its scope as are the
School and Child Care. Ministry
leaders and members will be
actively engaged in providing
timely information to Ryan Daley,
our campus I/T Director and Web

Master, to include member profiles,
photographs of ministry activities,
a calendar of events, a parish
bulletin link, and other pertinent
details.  Liturgical schedules, staff
contacts, facilities’ use - if it’s a
“happening” you will be able to
check it out.  If you see Bill
Coppedge nearby with a camera,
smile big as you may be featured in
one of the numerous and ever-
changing photo galleries on the
site.

I’ve heard it said that even if
you are giving away $20 bills
someone will find fault – “It
shoulda been two $10’s.”  No doubt
our website will have its share of
‘glitches’ as we continue its de-
velopment, try as we might to avoid
them. We welcome any ‘con-
structive’ observations or sug-
gestions for improvement and look
forward with excitement at taking
our parish to the world. Participate
and enjoy!

That’s ctkcatholic.com and
ctks.org. 

from the desk of 
Frank Japour

D i s c o v e r  t h e  M i s s i n g  L i n kD i s c o v e r  t h e  M i s s i n g  L i n k
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Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a morn-
ing/afternoon/all day Monday thru
Friday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.. Different
positions available: receptionist, cler-
ical, computer operator. Call the
Rectory at 724-0080.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives by sup-
porting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair in November, or con-
tact Jim Middleton, 743-3953.

St Vincent de Paul 
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals, and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m.- noon,
Monday through Friday, call 724-
8442.

Sponsor Couples
Married couples needed to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Jim and Mary Ann
Middleton, 743-3953.

Stewardship Committee
A committee appointed by the pastor,  
oversees the Time, Talent and
Treasure (TTT) program. Call Peter
House at 725-1097.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program (usu-
ally in July) for children ages 4-11
years to help deepen their faith and
involvement in the Christian commu-
nity. Fun for everyone. Call Jennifer
McAnally, 220-9832.

Vincentians
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For informa-
tion on how to become a Vincentian,
call 807-7233, ext #1, and leave a
message.

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
For information contact Isabelle
Fusco, 724-5186 or read your bul-
letin for the next meeting date, place,
and time.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Adult Education Committee
Committee to develop and imple-
ment an Adult Education program for
the parish. Program sessions are held
twice a year before Faith Sharing
Small Groups begin and are meant to
enhance faith sharing. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662.

Emmaus - Young Adults
Young adults (18-39) coming togeth-
er in fellowship and to learn more
about their faith. Call Mary Reid,
564-2378.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings, Scripture and current
events that effect our Catholic faith
contact Alick Hardie, 745-5971.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call James
Scott, 642-0059.

Religious Education for Students
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held August -May in the
school on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Certified teachers are always wel-
come to apply, and volunteers are
needed on a regular basis. Call
Lucille Guzzone, 724-9617.

AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys 6-12th grade. Meet
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.,  in the Scout Hut, call
Fred Gardner, 720-0297

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in pro-
viding youth ministry through the
scouting program.  Meets four times
a year; organizes and implements
“Catholic Camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided, call
Donna, 641-0698/John 744-6573.

Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth ath-
letics provide valuable lessons in cit-
izenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a CKAA sport, call Tim
Johnson, 727-7487.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in grades 1 - 5. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut, call
Dan Sanford, 696-7646

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ, call Carl, 724 -8485.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in one of the
church halls after school or in the
evenings, call Becky Schroeder, 805-
0204.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner, and cleaning up the kitchen,
call Ann  and Steve Franklin, 745-
0627.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus
Council 4727. They help/support the
Knights.  Meetings are in the Knights
of Columbus Hall on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 p.m.
Call Shirley Mosley, 744-9522.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism. If you are a practicing
Catholic man,  at least 18 yrs. old,
and interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
callDennis Scobie,723-3977.

L ’ Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and
assistants, building community sup-
port and awareness to the needs and
gifts of the disabled members of the
L’ Arche Harbor House family, call
Patrick Mayhew, 721-5992.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising, contact Theresa Little, 724-
7239.

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Stephanie Chinault. The
school has many needs for volunteers
on a daily, weekly, and  monthly
basis. The school seeks assistance in
the office, cafeteria, library, and clin-
ic. Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners,
room mothers, and speakers. Help
with the  yearly golf tournament is
also needed, call 724-2954.

TEEN PROGRAM

LIFE TEEN PROGRAMS, 
425-4215

Director: Christina Davis 

THE EDGE - Pre-Teen
This youth program is designed to
minister to boys and girls 6-8 grades
of all faiths from uniquely Catholic
base. Call Christina, 425-4215.

LIFE TEEN 
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist. Meet
Sunday for 5:00 p.m.Mass. LIFE
Night (fellowship) afterwards. Call
Christina, 425-4215.

LIFE TEEN - CORE TEAM &
LIFE GOES ON
Over 18, have a love for teens, and
are not currently a parent of a teen?
Call Christina, 425-4215, for more
information on meeting times.

LIFE Support
Any adults, parents, relatives, neigh-
bors, etc. interested in supporting the
LIFE TEEN program. Membership is
open to all. Activities are creative,
fun, exciting, and diverse, call
Angela Christian, 374-3622.

Music for LIFE
Any adult with advanced musical
skills who is willing to help put
teens’ faith, feeling and thoughts
about God into words through song
and praise. Call Phil, 398-1961.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

Marriage Renewal
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact Emilo and
Theresa Gonzalez-Chavez, 721-0012

Pre Cana/ Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming work-
shops and weekends, call 308-7474

Wedding Coordinator
Terri is the one to call to answer
questions regarding decorating the
church for your wedding. She also
assists the priests in wedding
rehearsals. Please call Terri
Vogelsang, 744-6310 as soon as you
have your date approved by the
priest.

Share your
Time &
Talents - 

Volunteer

by Carol-Ann Black

The words in the title were spo-
ken by Bishop Robert Morneau at
the Stewardship in Action
Workshop held April 28 and 29 at
the Crown Plaza Hotel on the
Riverfront in Jacksonville. 

It was a completely wonderful
event and was unique on several
levels. The presenters were
Lutheran, Episcopalian, Methodist
and Catholic. It was a deeply spiri-
tual exercise. And it was sponsored
by Kirby Smith Associates, Inc., as
a tithe of this company, which
makes its living doing professional
fund-raising. The concept of the
workshop being a stewardship
commitment by this fund-raiser
rather startled me, but made me
more open to the message of the
various presenters. 

Another surprise was the partic-
ipation of Bishop Galeone – speak-
ing in Spanish to those who could

enjoy his point of view on the sub-
ject of Stewardship in Action. 

I believe that my favorite pre-
senter was Bishop Robert
Morneau, Auxiliary Bishop of
Green Bay. He spoke of
Stewardship as being inclusive,
demanding and joy-filled. Inclusive
of all that we have and all that we
are. He emphasized that our
Identity as Christians is that we are
Stewards – Caretakers and Trustees
of all the gifts that God has
bestowed on us. “Stewardship is
what I do after I say I believe.”
And Stewardship consists of four
(unsplit) infinitives. To receive
God’s gifts gratefully; to
nurture/tend God’s gifts responsi-
bly; to share God’s gifts
justly/charitably; to return God’s
gifts abundantly. Becoming a good
steward is a lifelong endeavor. And
the cornerstone of it all is an atti-
tude of  “radical gratitude” to the
Lord for all that He has bestowed
upon us.

I also enjoyed Reverend Dr.
Gary Nicolosi, an Episcopal pastor
of a church in a hugely wealthy
area of New Jersey. And for all the
wealth surrounding the parish it
was in dire financial circumstances.
Rev. Nicolosi believes that a finan-
cial problem is never independent
of other human spiritual problems.
And these problems – past hurts, an
ongoing guilt, simple selfishness,
and spiritual immaturity – must be
dealt with before there can be a
conversion to full mature steward-
ship. Parishioners need to be
included in all facets of the life and
mission of the church. They give
because they are moved by human
need and because they share in the
vision of community that gives
meaning to life. 

All of the presenters have had
successes in turning around the
parishes with which they have
dealt, because they themselves
model their message that steward-
ship happens when people

encounter a congregation that
believes and practices inclusion.
The more welcoming and embrac-
ing a parish is to people, the more
likely it is to be a generous and
grace-filled community.

Finally, the workshop offered
some “nuts-and-bolts” planning
tools for effecting change within all
sorts of parishes—from a 39 item
hospitality audit to a folder filled
with a multitude of worksheets,
plans and prayers for creative nur-
ture of stewardship.

Of course, there remains the
challenge to put some of these
ideas and perspectives into practice
here at Christ the King. Would you
like to take up the challenge? Join
the Stewardship Committee in its
efforts to make Christ the King an
even warmer, more hospitable faith
community.  Call Peter House
(725-2103) or Carol-Ann Black
(221- 2642).

““ SS T E WT E W A R D S H I PA R D S H I P . .   . .   
is  What I  do after  I  say I  Bel ieveis What I  do after  I  say I  Bel ieve ””
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by Anonymous

Members of the Queens and
Kings Ministry were delighted to
have Mrs. Emily Liska as a guest
speaker for their January 2006
meeting. 

Mrs. Liska, local television
celebrity and president/chair
person of the Jacksonville
Historical Society, is a wonderfully
gifted and exciting speaker.

The Queens and Kings
audience was entertained by an
hour-long dissertation on the 1901
“Great Fire” of Jacksonville.  Mrs.
Liska’s enthusiasm and delivery
had the audience captivated and
wanting to hear more.
Enlargement of preserved period
photographs from the scene were
on display.  These historically
significant photos brought home
the extent of the fire.  The glow
from the fire was visible from as far
away as Miami, Florida, and
Savannah, Georgia.

Some little known facts might
get you thinking about the Great
Fire.  Did you know that the fire
started in moss that was drying on
long racks?  The moss was used to
stuff mattresses back then.

Catholic school children watched
the fire from atop the school
building until the wind changed
direction and the fire headed
toward the school.  At one of the
churches all that was left standing
was a statue of Mary, and it is still
at that church!  Beautiful and costly
pianos lined the streets that day.
The pianos were taken out of the
homes that all knew would be
destroyed; however, once out there
was no way to get all the pianos
further than the edge of the streets.

If this sparks an interest
regarding the Great Fire, please
contact the Jacksonville Historical
Society.  The Historical Society has
published a beautiful book on the
Great Fire which is full of photos
and interesting stories.

If this type of entertainment
and fellowship sparks an interest in
you, please attend the next meeting
of the Queens and Kings Ministry.
The usual meeting day is the
second Sunday of the month at 1:00
p.m. in the Shirley David Hall.
There have been some rescheduled
meeting dates, so for additional
information call the president, Bill
Campbell, at 724-3777.

A “Hot Event”

Emily Liska and Bill Campbell

by Melissa Thompson 

Christ the King School’s Music
Program is responsible for a
Christmas Show, Talent Show, and
Dinner Theater. Our students at
Christ the King School not only
prepare for performances
throughout the year, but we also
work on Music Theory. Students in
Kindergarten through 8th grade are
taught to recognize rhythms.
Middle school students are taught
how to read music in bass and
treble clefs. All students are
coached on proper stage presence
and vocal technique. On May 4th,
our 8th graders will perform
“Unhappily Ever After,” which is
about what truly happens in the
lives of fairy tale characters after
the very familiar  “And They Lived
Happily Ever After.” The play,
written by Tim Kelly, takes place in
a counselor’s office where such
fairy tale characters as Cinderella,
Sleeping Beauty, Rumpelstiltskin,
Little Bo Peep, Little Red Riding
Hood, Little Miss Muffett, and
others are participating in a group
therapy session. The characters are
hoping that the counselor will
rewrite their ending so that they
will finally be happy. It is an
imaginative play filled with humor
and an ending that will surprise
you!

In my two years at Christ the
King School, I have been amazed
at the performances that I have
witnessed of my students. I have
seen students that never speak in
class stand in front of audiences
and captivate them with their
singing. There have been other
students that may not have
succeeded academically but are
able to memorize numerous lines
for a play which they successfully
perform in front of a large
audience. A performance for a child
can increase their self-esteem and

may even spark an interest in
Music or Drama that they did not
know they possessed. The impact
that performing opportunities have
on students is immeasurable. 

I moved to Jacksonville,
Florida in 1989 from West New
York, New Jersey. A love for music
and performing has been embedded
in me since I was a child. I
graduated in 1997 from
Sandalwood High School where I
was voted “Most Talented” of my
Senior class. I then attended the
University of North Florida where I
studied piano performance with
various professors before switching
my major to Music Education.
Since I can remember, Music has
always been one of my favorite
subjects. I feel very blessed to be
able to teach this subject because I
am able to reach out to every
student in the school and provide
them with performance
opportunities that they may not
have once they leave Christ the
King School. I may not be rich and
famous, but my students make me
feel like I am the next “American
Idol,” and in turn, it’s my job to
instill the confidence in them that
they’re able to achieve whatever
goals they set for themselves. It’s a
big responsibility but I look
forward to it each and every day!

Christ the King School 
Music Program

by Dennis Scobie, Grand Knight

John Feinstein’s book, “A Good
Walk Spoiled,” acknowledges that
a great walk on the golf course
could easily be spoiled by one’s
poor play. On March 12 at
Deerfield Lakes Golf Club, 86
golfers set out to play in the
Arlington Knight’s of Columbus
annual golf tournament. The
tournament’s director, Jim
Bonitatibus led the golfers in the
Lord’s Prayer. Then, rather than to
spoil a good walk, each and every
one set out in golf carts to their
assigned tee spots. The day was

beautiful. There was no way, even
if one were to walk, that this day
would be spoiled. After the
tournament, the golfers and 10
other Knights who worked as
support for the tournament
gathered in the clubhouse.

Dinner was provided by
Callahan Meats. A buffet of ribs,
BBQ chicken, potato salad, slaw
and beans were set out. Not one of
the 86 golfers had a good day
spoiled. Better yet, the Knights
raised almost $6,000 for
Emergency Pregnancy Services,
Harbor House and Multiple
Sclerosis. 

Knights Golf 
for

Charity

On April 9, 2006, Robert Infield celebrated his 90th Birthday at the
home of his daughter and son-in-law, Bonnie and John King.  Robert has
been a parishioner of Christ the King for many years and is now
homebound. He is visited by Father Thanh and the Eucharistic ministers
weekly.

HAPPY 90TH
BIRTHDAY
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KC Annual Tootsie Roll Sale

Collected over $4,900 to aid the Handicapped

Father Thanh Thai Nguyen, Pastor of Christ the King Church, holds
the book “Parish Priest” about the life of Father Michael McGivney,

founder of the Knights of Columbus. The book was presented to Father
Thanh by Dennis Scobie, Grand Knight of the Knights of Columbus

Arlington Council #4727.

KC Presents Book Knights of Columbus Support
Seminarians

by Frank Becht, PGK

For many years the Knights of Columbus have supported seminarians
financially. Hardly a month goes by that some council is not recognized
in the Columbia, the Knights monthly magazine for supporting
seminarians or priests and nuns in some way. The February issue of the
Columbia is an example of support to seminarians working in Iraq and
support to several Orders of Nuns in the United States. Locally, Arlington
Council 4727 has supported seminarians for several years. 

On March 14, Grand Knight Dennis Scobie introduced Seminarian
Andrzej Blaszkowski to the members at a regular meeting and called
upon Financial Secretary Bruce Pastorini to make the presentation of
monthly support to “Andy” on behalf of the Council. In the process, Andy
transferred his Knights of Columbus membership to Arlington Council
and presented a vocation poster to Grand Knight Dennis Scobie for
display in the council hall. Andy is from Poland with a younger brother,
Father Remigiusz  Blaszkowski, currently assigned to St. Catherine’s in
Orange Park. 

In addition to Andy, Arlington Council also supports Slawomir
Bielasiewicz, another seminarian from Poland who has served a short
time at Christ the King and is currently serving at St. Catherine’s in
Orange Park.

Bruce Pastorini, Andy Blaszkowski, and Dennis Scobie

Happy Father’s Day
to all Knights
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Cool Catholic
WEB Sites

Submitted by Nick Klepac

Here are some more good Catholic WEB sites that were reviewed by
Catholic Culture.  Catholic Culture routinely – and when asked –
reviews WEB sites grading them on four key points:

Fidelity - true to Catholic teachings: orthodoxy, obedience, fortitude,
and prudence

Resources - useful Catholic material
Usability - purpose, maintenance, organization and appearance

If you are ever in doubt whether a WEB site is really “Catholic” or
not, go to their site and check it out - www.catholicculture.org.

I added the following five sites to my list of Most Favorite this issue.
Of course, I am always partial to EWTN (EWTN Global Catholic
Network:http://www.ewtn.com).

I especially like EWTN’s question and answer section, their online
library and store.

Good articles, quotes, and numerous suggestions about learning,
reading, and what to read. Another Sort of Learning - Professor James V.
Schall, J. S., Georgetown University:
http://www.morec.com/schall/index.html

Excellent site for facts on the faith, apologetics, issues facing
Catholics.  Catholics United for the Faith: http://www.cuf.org.

The Dad’s Toolbox - a site dedicated to helping Dads in these
confusing times. Dads.org - Christian Fatherhood: http://www.dads.org

A must see site for all Catholics - lots of good information, including
online tours. The official Vatican website:

http://www.vatican.va
The world seen from Rome - Zenit an international news agency

providing objective and professional news coverage concerning
Catholics world wide:  http://zenit.org/english

As usual, I did find some sites that you need to stay away from - they
advertise themselves as Catholic, but their fidelity to church teaching is
in question.  As you can see by their titles, they look very much Catholic,
but what they say is pretty scary.

Home of St. Anthony Messenger - very controversial, articles
undermine true Catholic teachings.

American Catholic Online: http://www.AmericanCatholic.org
Daily Catholic - states it is in line with the Church, but opposes most

of what she teaches.
http://www.DailyCatholic.org

Until next time, enjoy the internet, but be careful!

by Frank Becht

Everyone is familiar with the
St. Vincent de Paul organization in
Christ the King, a very active and
effective ministry serving the poor
and the needy. Many parishioners
support St. Vincent de Paul or the
Soup Kitchen on an ongoing basis
but may not be able to help on a
day-to-day basis.

Can I help more?
Are you aware of a program by

the Jacksonville Electric Authority
to help the needy? Catholic
Charities has been designated by
the JEA to distribute funds to the
poor and needy in the Jacksonville
area. The program is called
“Neighbor to Neighbor.” Funds are
collected monthly through the JEA
billing system.

Your electric bill allows you to
increase your electric bill payment
$1 or more on a monthly basis to a

program that provides assistance to
those who are temporally unable to
meet necessary expenses for many
valid reasons.

Examine your next JEA bill
closely; simply indicate the amount
you wish to contribute when
paying your electric bill and
increase your payment by that
amount. Your contribution will
automatically appear on
subsequent bills.

Catholic Charities has been
selected to administer the program
and have counselors to verify the
need and process the applications.

There is a great need and you
can help by giving $1 or $2 per
month.

This is a way all JEA customers
can help those who suffer
unexpectedly.

Your support can make a
difference!

Do you not have a dollar a
month you can spare?

How Can I
Help The Needy?

Fil-Am Families
Support Christ the

King Carnival

by Imogene T. Prazedes

On April 30, 2006, the Filipino-American parishioners came
together to support the Parish of Christ the King by selling Philippine
egg rolls (popularly known as lumpia) at the event.  When the Fil-Am
Ministry was asked by Patrice Pruitt to help again this year they were
thrilled to do so. Phone calls were made to Fil-Am members of the
parish for donations of frozen egg rolls and I was humbled by the
response. All of them were happy to help out and such outpouring of
support was evidence of their desire to share our Filipino values and
culture with the whole parish.

Many thanks to the following families for their generosity and
cooperation: Maraming Maraming Salamat!!!
Anderson
Antolin
Asunto
Barber
Barrera
Batario
Belen

Bouchard
Callanta

Chan
Chiong
Claxton

DeGuzman
Delacruz
DeVera

Diaz
Doonisio
Espejo

Flores
Flores

Jaminal
Jamiro
Jolavar

Lim
Morante
Palomo
Pangan

Praxedes
Punzalan
Ramirez
Reyes
Sadia
Salud
Simon
Smith
Solis

Tecson
Toledo, N.

Tuazon
Zarco

Zenarosa

Penny War 2005 - 2006
by Carla Chin

The Student Council of Christ
the King School has sponsored the
annual Penny War since the early
1980’s. This was a banner year
with the students bringing in
$3,045.00. 

Over the years, the Penny War
has evolved into a contest within a
contest. Grades pre-K through
grade 6 being in pennies, pennies
and more pennies. They were able
to collect $1,283.19 in pennies in
just five days. That is over one
hundred thousand pennies!

The seventh and eighth grades
have a Silver War which enables
the winning grade to receive an
extended dance at the end of the
school year. They are allowed to
bring in silver as well as pennies.
This year the middle school
contributed $1,761.81 with the
eighth grade winning for the first
time ever with $656.11.

The Student Council donates all
money made from the annual
Penny War to various charities at
the end of the school year. A list of
charities is given to the students
with the amounts that have been
previously given. The class
representatives then report to their

classes with the information and
ask for any new suggestions to add
to the list. A final vote is taken in
May. 

The Student Council votes on
the charities that they wish to
support for that calendar year and
sets the dollar amount to be
donated to each. It is a truly
democratic process with the
students being represented from all
grade levels. Since 1994, the
Student Council of Christ the King
School has donated over $28,000. 

If we are to be good stewards of
Christ then we must lead by
example.
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certainly were not silent or holy.
After several unsuccessful attempts
at making beautiful sounds,
Kristian stood up from where he
was seated, calmly walked over to
the organ and glanced at the music.
It was then that he realized that his
music happened to be in a different
key from the ringers. The problem
having been solved, Kristian re-
worked his music so that it blended
with the music of the ringers and
“Night of Silence” was made even
more beautiful with the addition of
the violin. Just after the start of
Lent this year, Kristian joined the
handbell choir in a rendition of the
hymn “Just as I Am”. It was truly
beautiful and very much appreciat-
ed by all who were in attendance at
the 11:00 a.m. Mass. Hopefully in
the future there will be more occa-
sions when Kristian will agree to
accompany the handbell choir. 

When asked about a memo-
rable musical experience, Kristian
reported that he had been quite
impressed with the St. Cecelia
Choir Concert hosted by Most
Holy Redeemer in November,
2005. Kristian found there were
amazing performances by just
about every church represented.
Numerous choirs did participate
and some of them even had violin-
ists. However, ask any of the Christ
the King Choir members and they
will tell you that the choir from
Christ the King had the best violin-
ist of all. Kristian was dressed in a
tuxedo and he played as he always
does - masterfully. Certainly every-
one in attendance was keenly aware
of his marvelous talent. Quite coin-
cidentally, at the same concert
another choir and their violinist
presented a new version of the Ave
Maria. Everyone was impressed,
especially Kristian and Bernie.

Bernie ordered the music a day
after the concert. Kristian and the
King’s Choir will be introducing
the Ave Maria by Giulio Caccini to
Christ the King in May. Hope you
get a chance to hear it.

Kristian’s favorite hymn is
Psalm 116, more commonly known
as “Our Blessing Cup”. He finds
the hymn filled with layers of
rhythm, texture and melody and
when all of the parts are sung and
played, form a very rich sound. I
know the choir appreciates those
rich sounds and I am confident the
congregation does as well. 

Kristian is the only son of
Bayani and Edith Llave. His father
is retired from the U. S. Navy and
his mother is currently a Registered
Nurse at Baptist Medical Center.
Surely both are quite proud of their
son as he is of them. Kristian is a
Project Engineer at Centex
Construction which is currently
involved in constructing the new
$140,000,000.00 hospital at Mayo
Clinic. On those rare occasions
when Kristian has some “spare”
time, he enjoys listening to all
kinds of music, grilling, photogra-
phy, and catching up on sleep.

Kristian, on behalf of Dr.
Bernie Sans, the Christ the King
Adult Choir and the Adult
Handbell Choir, we thank God for
giving you such a wonderful talent
and we thank you for sharing that
talent with the Christ the King fam-
ily. You are an example of a true
steward as you return to God your
time and your exceptional talent.

By the way, when asked what
kind of advice Kristian would give
to aspiring musicians, he said that
they should practice, practice, prac-
tice and that it gets fun after the
first 10 years.

Welcome Back, Kristian!
by Harriet Ellen Hughes
Adult Choir - Adult Handbell Choir

For those of you who think that
the violinist seen playing with the
Christ the King Adult Choir looks
vaguely familiar, let me assure you
that he should be. Let me re-intro-
duce to you none other than
Kristian Llave. Kristian was a stu-
dent at Christ the King School from
1989 (when he entered
Kindergarten) until he completed
the seventh grade. Of course, he
was younger then and a lot shorter
too.

Kristian’s musical career actu-
ally took root when he was only
three years old. He initially wanted
to play the guitar and drums. I can
just imagine the thoughts going
through the Llaves’ minds when
they thought of a three-year-old
and a set of drums. Kristian’s par-
ents came to the conclusion that
either the violin or the piano would
be more suitable choices and so the
story begins.  Kristian began study-
ing the violin.

Kristian graduated from
Cornell University in May, 2005
with a B.S. degree in Mechanical
Engineering and fortunately for us
returned to Jacksonville and Christ
the King Church. Being the talent-
ed musician that he is and recogniz-
ing the importance of music in the
liturgy, Kristian offered to play his
violin with the Christ the King
Adult Choir (the Kings Choir). Dr.
Bernie Sans stated that Kristian is
very talented and has proven to be
an incredible addition to the music
ministry. He adds that Kristian is
delightful to work with and that his
great sense of humor is welcomed
by all (and working with the Kings
Choir is definitely a necessity).
Kristian himself has even admitted
that he finds playing the violin with
the choir great for relaxation. He
says that while playing music all of
his problems and worries seem to
disappear. It certainly does appear
to be that way. When Kristian
plays, his eyes dance as his fingers
move along the strings and his bow
is meticulously drawn across them.
There are times when, as Bernie
puts it, “That boy is sawing wood”.
Oh those mighty sounds! Anyone
who heard the choir’s rendition of
“Jersusalem, My Destiny” during
Lent has to admit that the song was
made much prettier by the addition
of Kristian’s expert playing of his
violin. He was indeed “sawing
wood” on that one for sure.

Even though Kristian has been
a musician for quite a number of
years, playing with the choir surely
provides interesting and unusual
challenges for him. However, as
mentioned above, he finds playing
with the choir great for relaxation.

For sure the choir is always a fun
place to be. There’s always plenty
of laughter. There have been
numerous times when Kristian has
been known to improvise (some-
times he has to because he has no
music). Dr. Sans listens intently
and then his reaction is “I love
that… do it again!” And he does.
On occasions when the
director/organist/pianist as the case
may be encounters a rather difficult
situation, Kristian has been over-
heard saying “You need some help
with that?” What comes next is
music at its finest. Kristian makes it
look easy.

On some rare occasions prior to
the start of Mass, Dr. Sans and
Kristian play duets together -what a
nice treat that has to be for the con-
gregants who arrive a bit early to
perhaps say an extra prayer or two.
Although sacred music is not
intended to be “entertainment”, one
has to appreciate the beauty of the
music and the efforts of those pre-
senting it. In the true spirit of
Christ, everyone should be grateful
for the gifts given to the various
composers and musicians especial-
ly as such gifts are offered to
enhance the celebration of the
Mass for all in attendance.  I am
sure that I am not alone in request-
ing more duets from these two
exceptionally talented men. Please
guys.

In addition to playing with the
Adult Choir, Kristian has also been
asked on occasion to accompany
the “Ding-A-Lings”, Christ the
King’s Adult Handbell Choir.
During the Christmas season,
Kristian agreed to play “Night of
Silence” with the handbell choir. At
the first rehearsal, however, for
some unknown reason the har-
monies of the instruments proved
to be very disconcerting rather than
melodious as was certainly the
intent of the composer. In a count-
er-melody in the background one
hears “Silent Night, Holy Night”
but the sounds we were hearing
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RCIA: Candidates’ Letters
By Darlene O’Neal

As the sessions for the class of
2005-2006 came to a close, each of
the elect was asked to submit a
short comment about their
experience in RCIA during the last
nine months. The following
comments were collected before the
Easter Vigil.

My journey through RCIA
began the day I first met James
Scott in front of Christ the King
Church. This meeting took place
mid-summer of last year and we
discussed the RCIA and James
invited me to attend the new
session which would begin in the
fall. I thanked him for his time and
went home to mark the date on my
calendar. Then I started asking
myself questions. What did I get
myself into? Who are these people?
What will we be doing in these so
called sessions? I had more
questions than answers, so guess
what? Yes, you’re correct, I showed
up to attend my first RCIA session
and my life will never be the same.
James and his team welcomed
everyone with open arms. I don’t
think you could find a more
dedicated group of people to lead
these sessions. Each one was
unselfish with his time and shared
his faith openly. This in itself was a
blessing to me and only added to
the spiritual environment of these
sessions. The best part of my
journey is that I did not go it alone
but shared it with others during
these sessions. Each person added
new insight to the scripture lessons
and our dialogue with each other
helped to build new friendships that
will last a lifetime. Thanks to
everyone and God bless.

Michael Warwin

What does RCIA mean to me?
All I can say is WOW! What an
experience it was for me. In the
beginning I wasn’t sure what to
expect. When I first stepped into
Christ the King I knew I had found
a church I could call HOME. You
could just feel the Spirit moving in
this church. Now that I had found a
church home the next step was
RCIA. I called James Scott and
signed up for the next RCIA
sessions. Now that the sessions are
coming to an end I can see that God
truly blessed me, bringing me to

Christ the King and RCIA. James
Scott has led our sessions with such
love and faith of the Lord and
wants to share that love with
everyone and that he did! He did it
in such a way you couldn’t help but
come along with him. Then you
have people like Louie and Darlene
O’Neal. You can just look at Louie
and Darlene and you can see the
love in their hearts and you know
who comes first in their lives. Then
you have the rest of the RCIA team
and our sponsors. They are like the
disciples following Jesus. They
truly led me to a better
understanding of Jesus and I
realized that I was blind but now I
see. They led me to Jesus so he
could heal my blindness. Now I
realize that I have been touched by
the Grace of God and that God
loves ME. God led me to Christ the
King and now I know why. God
bless you, RCIA, for helping me
cure my blindness. 

Carol Warwin

RCIA for me has been the
culmination of my life’s journey.
As a baptized Catholic who was
removed from the church after First
Holy Communion, there has
always been something missing. I
looked in books, in the Lutheran
and Methodist churches, and in the
world around me. God was present
always, but I couldn’t hear His
voice for my own. In RCIA, I not
only heard, but met Him in my
fellow candidates, my spiritual
leaders and in my sponsor. I met
Him in Christ MY King.

Becki Blenker

My first experience with the
RCIA process was sitting in on my
wife Gina’s confirmation sessions
last year. Two months earlier, with
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, I
came to the realization that the
practices of the Catholic Church
were the same as the original
Christians. I studied the histories of
the Christian faiths that I was
familiar with and they all started in
the 1500’s to the present. I couldn’t
believe that I was standing in the
very place that I was searching for.

By July, I had the bright idea that I
didn’t need to be put through
RCIA. I spent from February thru
July reading through the Bible. I
read everything that I could get my
hands on in addition to watching
and listening to EWTN daily.
Sitting in the parking lot, I prepared
for my quick exit from RCIA.
There was no way that these
sessions were going to teach me
much more than I already knew. I
could not have been more wrong!
In my haste to learn the rules of the
church, I had bypassed the
hallmark traits of being a Christian
– love, compassion, patience,
understanding, and forgiveness.
Learning this, from all of you, has
been worth every minute spent
here. The contributions of our
parish priests to the RCIA sessions
has given me a much broader
understanding of their responsi-
bilities, struggles, and value to this
community. They truly are God’s
ambassadors. After my first
confession to Father Joe, the
burden of sin I carried my whole
life was lifted. I had a new lease on
life! By participating in RCIA I
received a well rounded view of the
Catholic Church and her teachings.
For that I am forever grateful.

Robin Inman

The RCIA program at Christ
the King has been an uplifting
experience. All the team members
have always been so eager to give
of themselves. The information
covered during the sessions seems
to be a good foundation to build a
Christian life. What has impressed
me the most is the fact that almost
everyone who started the program
has stuck it out to the end, or should
I say the beginning.

Steve Burgess

When we first started RCIA we
thought it was just a class, but the
more we attended we realized that
it was much more. I feel that God
led us to join the RCIA sessions.
Going through the classes has
caused us to seek Christ more than

ever. We both have grown closed to
Christ during these months that we
have been in RCIA. The leaders on
the team have such a love for
Christ; they made us feel so
welcome. We learned more than we
ever could have imagined from
being part of the sessions. We are
so happy to have been a part of this
R CIA class and we are very
thankful for all the new friends we
have made. Love in Christ.

James and Jennifer Alvarez

I would like to thank all the
RCIA team for their love and
support. Also, I would like to thank
Father Thanh and Father Joe and
the whole community for their
thoughts and prayers. For each of
us, this journey began long ago,
leading us to this point in our lives.
As I talk and listen to other
members of our community I
realize that this is really just the
beginning of our walk with the
Lord. The future looks even
brighter than all the stars in the sky.

Thank you and God bless.
Earl W. McClure

RCIA has been a good
experience for me. I’ve learned a
lot, and participated in my faith
more than I ever had in  the past.
The opportunity to study the Word
more deeply has been a gift to me.
I will treasure this time

Chris Blenker



Maureen O’Hara

At one point or another in our
lives many of us are affiliated with
a charitable organization or min-
istry within our church or commu-
nity. So it will come as no surprise
that at some time a certain lethargy,

staleness, or hardness of heart may
begin to creep into our thinking or
manner of acting. When that hap-
pens, you know it is time for a
tune-up or as we members of the St.
Vincent de Paul Society refer to it
—A Day of Reflection!  

This year the members of St.
Vincent de Paul received a gold
medal tune-up because we not only
had an outstanding speaker but our
location –  the beautiful Blanchart
Center – further enhanced our abil-
ity to unwind and relax.

Our speaker was Sister Andrea
from St. Vincent’s Hospital, and
she had all the right spiritual med-
ications to bring restoration to her
receptive patients that early March
Saturday morning. One might say
that Sister was a master mechanic.

The first thing Sister Andrea
suggested we do was to look inside
ourselves and determine where we
were going as people of God and as
Vincentians. As we all know that is
easier to say than to do. Sister said
it was imperative to set aside time
each day to pray and to seek God’s
will for us. She asked all of us to
consider what praying meant to us
individually. What is praying all
about to you? Is it just a series of
rote prayers? If it is, then you
should seriously consider a master
tune-up. Praying to God is like sit-
ting and telling your best friend all
that is going on in your life. And
like a good friend God is eager to
hear the latest news from YOU

directly. Do you have a special
place to pray? Is there a favorite
room or area in the house to set
aside just for prayer and medita-

tion? Maybe we like to sit outside.
Sister urged each of us to find our
own special place where God and
we can let it all hang out – our joys,

our sorrows, our hopes, our dreams
– God is a wonderful listener. It is
at these moments that you get the
armor to be a Vincentian soldier of
Christ.

As Vincentians we find it is not
always easy to work among the
poor. Sometimes we are over-
whelmed by their needs. Sister
Andrea said we must do what
Mother Theresa did:  look into each
face we meet with love and God
will do the rest. Not only must we
show kindness in our faces but in

our words as well. Above all, do
not prattle on with empty words.

All of this sounds like a big
order, and it is. However, if we
expect to have quality time with
people, then we must first spend
quality time with God. When we
have this quality time with God we
know that He is sending us a great
big hug and we’re never entirely
acting on our own.

Sister also dealt with the prob-
lem of forgiveness. Who among us
does not harbor just a teeny tiny bit
of anger over what someone did or
said to us during our lifetime? We
may have forgiven them up to 99%
but there is still that little reserva-

tion. Sister said there is a way to
deal with that also:  keep saying “I
forgive you.” Even if you don’t
mean it in the beginning, just keep
saying it over and over and one day
it will enter your heart. That is great
consolation for all of us who still
have a smidgeon of unforgiveness
lurking deep down inside.

Sister calls all of this “absorb-
ing God’s energy.” What could be
more exciting than to be an engine
for God? There is no doubt in my
mind that the Vincentians received
far more than just a simple tune-up
on that early March morning.
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A Day for Reflection
by Lucille Guzzone

During the fall and early winter,
students in grades 1 - 4 participated
in activities outside the classroom.
They invited their parents to a cov-
ered dish dinner where they had on
opportunity to ask a priest ques-
tions pertaining to their studies. At

Christmas time they presented a
songfest to their families and to the
older children as well.

This spring the pupils in grades
5 - 8 had the opportunity to take
center stage. Just before Easter they
presented an interpretation of the
Stations of the Cross. The students
became live still models depicting
each station while a student narrat-
ed and appropriate religious music
accompanied each scene. Upon
returning from Easter break they
had an occasion to enjoy a pot luck
dinner with their parents and ask

questions of Father Joe and
Seminarian Andy. They inquired

about the new pope and the eternal
fate of other Christian religions.

Classroom lessons are the most
important aspect of a formal reli-
gious education. However, assem-
blies and gatherings such as these

lend themselves to much enrich-
ment. They also offer an opportuni-
ty for the children to share with
others what they are learning in
their classes as they go along.

Upper Grades are Busy

by Lucille Guzzone

The First Holy Communion
class held its retreat on May 22nd in
the Church and in John XXIII Hall.
Many parents, along with teachers,
participated in working with the
children in the individual work-
shops. They included bread mak-
ing, letters to Jesus, and creating
symbolic table mats.

Father Joe took each of the
groups through the Church
instructing them on the parts of the
Mass and the names and signifi-
cance of the various objects used in
the Church, especially those per-
taining to the Eucharist.

After the formal workshops
each child was treated to a pizza
lunch.

During the afternoon the little
ones went through a brief rehearsal
and had their pictures taken for the
banner to be placed on the altar on
First Holy Communion day.

Well, it’s been an exciting
school year! Our first year working
with the State of Florida and
administering the Voluntary Pre-

kindergarten program has been
exciting and we are now nearing
the end of our school year. We look

forward to next year and are
already making plans for school to
start.

In April we had our annual
Easter Egg Hunt with a
special guest appearance
from the Easter Bunny.
The children and the
Easter Bunny had a great
time. Thanks to our par-
ents for their participation
in making the afternoon a
success.

What’s next? A sum-
mer filled with lots of
excitement! Water days
and picnics are just the

start of our summer. We wish
everyone a safe and happy sum-
mer!!

Christ the King Child Care

First Holy Communion Retreat
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L’Arche Harbor House News
Submitted by Dolores Bianco

The Way of the Cross
by Mimi Adams

Core persons of L’Arche Harbor House Community devoutly
reenacted the Stations of the Cross during Easter Season on their campus
next door to Christ the King Church. They passionately helped the faithful
in attendance make, in spirit, a pilgrimage to the chief scenes of Christ’s
sufferings and death. It may be safely asserted that there is no devotion

more richly endowed with indulgences than the Way of the Cross, and
none which enables us more literally to obey Christ’s injunction to take up
our cross and follow Him.

As the journey ended at the last station, everyone placed a candle on
a wooden cross and all were invited to stay and meditate on this very
moving re-enactment.

Following the event all shared soup and fellowship.

This article is written with
much gratitude to two lovely
parishioners of Christ the King
Parish.

by Marge Jackins

Mrs. Tina Morissey has been a
member of Christ the King Parish
for many years. She is involved
with Marriage Renewal, Choir and
Daily Adoration. At the end of last
school year our faculty was asked
to make a wish list. I have wished
for chair covers for our little
kindergarten chairs for a couple of
years. Our little tables are not
sizable enough for all our crayons,
pencils, and other supplies. A chair
cover with a back pocket for all our
supplies was a dream – and I
thought it was coming true!!
Unfortunately, when I went in to
begin getting my room ready for
the school year in August, Mrs.
Chinault, our principal, notified me
that the money allocations were

being spent on the roof of the gym.
Very disappointed, I decided to find
a way to get my children chair
covers anyway. Immediately I
thought of Tina Morrissey because
she had done some sewing work for
me previously. Tina and I started
adding up the costs of labor and
materials and I decided I would
have to pay for a few covers at a
time until I had enough for all the
children in my class. About a week
later, I received a phone call from
Tina. Father Thanh had given a
homily on time, talent and treasure,
and she announced to me she
would do all twenty-two covers
without charge. It took a while but
by the first month of school our
chair covers were finished. They
hang proudly on each child’s chair
and reinforce the importance of
keeping supplies together and
organized. The Kindergarten
children see Mrs. Morrissey on
Thursdays when we go to
Adoration and the children always

A Note of Gratitude from
a Kindergarten Teacher

17 Years of Catching the Spirit & Catching the Fun
by Mimi Adams

Christ the King’s ball field was once again the site for the annual
softball game hosted by The First Coast Apartment Alliance Association
to benefit L’Arche Harbor House.

The year 1989 was the beginning of a wonderful friendship between
the core persons of Harbor House and the First Coast Apartment Alliance
Association.  That was the first year “The Angels” and “The Saints”

stepped up to the plate to begin their annual tradition of scoring for
Harbor House.

Everyone was in full swing and high spirits as they enjoyed the
beautiful weather that came along with Palm Sunday, the great grilled
hotdogs, renewing old acquaintances, and making new friends. The crowd
went wild as each of the Harbor House core persons took their turn at bat
and rounded the bases. The event, as usual, is a wonderful way to
welcome spring.

To Christ the King Church, we thank you for your continued
friendship and the use of your ball field for this annual event.

smile a thank you for our special
gift. 

Mrs. Terri Vogelsang has been
at Christ the King Catholic School
off and on since her fifth grade
year. She is a former Kindergarten
teacher at Christ the King Catholic
School and is now in charge of the
Art and Environment Ministry. The
beautiful adornment of our church
altar is a result of her efforts. She
also serves the parish as wedding
coordinator. Terri has been my
personal friend since I was blessed
to have taught her son Michael
when he attended CKS. One day
last year she came by my room and
noticed the small replica of the
Monstrance we use to practice
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament with our kindergartners.
It was well worn by years of use.

She insisted on taking it home and
with great love, care, and creativity
formed it into a beautiful
representation of a real Monstrance
so that the children will begin to
learn the respect necessary for
Adoration. This was just the
beginning of the transformation of
my room. Next, she made gingham
curtains, complimenting the perky
yellow cornice boards made
lovingly by our special parishioner,
Scott Shaw. Then Terri dressed my
old tables with crisp navy skirts,
fashioned decorative pillows to
enchance plain teachers’ chairs and
added many other unique touches.
Last, but far from least, she made
and gave us an angel bag full of
small religious medals, cards, and
treasures that delight the children
and are used by me as rewards
when profound spiritual insights
are exhibited by my kindergartners.

I have been blessed by all of
our wonderful parents at Christ the
King Catholic School over the 28
years I have taught here, but I
thought these two ladies deserved
special commendation. Thanks be
to God for those who give so
freely to make our children’s
lives enriched.
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WANT TO GET
AWAY? COME TO

CALLAWAY!
by Bobbie Lee

What a relaxing and fun way to experience the season of Advent.
Callaway Gardens is full of the color of winter and bright lights
which depict scenes of the celebration of the birth of our Lord and the
joy of Christmas. The place was magnificent!

In November of 2005 a group of us shared this experience begin-
ning with Mass in the Sacred Heart Chapel, then boarding a bus for
our journey to Callaway. We were one big, happy family traveling
together, entertaining each other with songs, jokes, and stories as our
eyes beheld some of the wonderful sights of our country. It is true
what they say “the joy is in the journey” which to me makes the dis-
tinction all the more exciting. We hope you will enjoy some of our
experience through the pictures we have to share with you.

Future Site of Father Thanh’s 

simple country church.
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Inside the Parish Council
Katie Knowsit

Well here we are at the end of
another school year and the lazy
leisure days of summer are now
upon us. Life seems to be a series
of starts and stops; but it is not the
beginnings or endings that matter;
it’s all the stuff that happens in
between. The ministries within the
Parish Council have had a busy
year working hard to provide
meaningful activities that reach
across the spectrum of our vibrant
parish community. What do you
remember best as the months
unfolded? Katie will try to fill in
some of the blanks, but it is only
you that can provide the memories.

It was September, school had
been in session for a few weeks and
your Parish Council was knee deep
in plans for the coming year. The
Fil-Am Ministry got us all off to a
great start with their first annual
dinner dance. What made this affair
so successful was that the entire
family was welcome and so a good
time was had by all. Proceeds
always go to benefit the parish.

And where would September
be without Father Finley and the
Miraculous Medal Novena? His
understanding of the human
condition is clearly evident by the
long lines that very patiently wait
to receive the sacrament of
Reconciliation.

This month also brought us the
annual parish wide St. Vincent de
Paul Food Drive which overflowed
with love offerings of food for the
poor. Your generosity flows like a
river of love.

October is always a busy month
with a wide spectrum of activities.
Something new was added this
year:  the start of the Men’s Club
with Sam Kouvaris as the first
speaker. Katie hears that this
ministry is a rip-roaring success
and each meeting is met with eager
anticipation.

We mustn’t leave the women
out; so this month we also had a
Celebration for Women in all our
glory which was sponsored by the

Diocese with Bishop Galeone as
featured speaker.

The Oktoberfest brought men
and women together to enjoy the
traditional German foods and drink
along with Andy and the Oompahs.
If you attended you must remember
the Conga line which had everyone
zigging and zagging around the
Kingdome.

Last but not least, the MOMS
held their traditional Halloween
Costume Party for the entire parish
which was an unqualified success.
Prizes, games, music, and food all
added up to a magical night for
both young and old. Many consider
it a highlight of our parish. Is it too
early to be thinking about
Halloween costumes?

November is always special as
this is the time for the annual
Grandparents Day Mass. It is
always held on the Wednesday
before Thanksgiving. To see the
pride on the faces of both
grandparents and grandchildren is
worth all the preparation put in by
the school and the Room Mothers.

This month also is Time and
Talent Month which culminates in
the wonderful Feast of Christ the
King. This year it was celebrated
with a luncheon after the 11:00 a.m.
Mass to which all parishioners
were invited. Were you there? 

Katie would be remiss if the St.
Vincent de Paul Baskets were not
mentioned. This has been a
tradition here at our parish for as
many years as Katie can remember.
Again it is a parish wide affair and
the kindness of the people of Christ
the King brings smiles to those who
receive the baskets long after the
holidays are over.

December – and what comes to
mind but the Advent Tree. This,
more than any other project,
bespeaks what is in the hearts of the
people of this parish. Katie is sure
that you too are overwhelmed by
the outpouring of gifts that pile so
high in and around the Gathering
Area. Your gifts speak volumes
about this parish.

So much happens in December
– the Bake Sale sponsored by the

Catholic Women, the Christmas
School Program, and the always
unique Religious Education
Christmas Program, the Ministry of
Hope Naming Ceremony, and on
and on. . . .

Almost all ministries have their
special parties and so those
memories are yours, but all of us
can share in the beautiful Christmas
Masses with the altar shining in
radiance with the birth of our King,
Jesus. The choir enhances what are
special moments in the lives of us
all.

Wow, we made it into January
and 2006! First on the agenda was
the International Mass and Dinner
which is held on Epiphany Sunday.
Father Thanh’s initial plan for this
has grown into a spectacular event.
This year there was representation
from 15 nationalities in the culinary
department. The Mass that
precedes the dinner is always very
moving with the readings said in
multiple languages to represent the
welcoming parish community that
we are. The choirs again are
outstanding with the Kings, the Fil-
Am and the Vietnamese choirs all
contributing to the beauty of the
Mass. The young people are very
much a part of this affair and when
the dinner is over, everyone is
cordially invited to view the volley
ball match between Father Thanh’s
Marvelous Men and LIFETEEN.

February and we’re off and
running again with Catholic School
Week. What a fun week for the
children of our parish with all sorts
of activities including penny wars,
games, and a special demonstration
by the folks from BMX Bike Show,
which this year had one of the
riders jumping over the head of our
principal, Stephanie Chinault.

Keep in mind that in early next
fall we will celebrate the 50th

Anniversary of our school.
At the end of February the

Parish Council had a workshop in
which the Council Members took a
very serious look at the needs of
our parish in regard to membership,
safety, and building unity within

our community. More to come on
this as the months unfold.

As we moved into March we
found the parish family coming
together as we began the Lenten
season. Lent means Rice Bowls,
Fish Fry, Stations of the Cross and
personal sacrifice. Each of us must
find our own road to the cross but at
the same time knowing we do this
as a faith community.

In the midst of our Lenten
journey we have little respites such
as CKCCW Fashion Show and
Card Party which the women of the
parish truly enjoy and again the
parish (that means you and me)
benefit from the proceeds from this
lovely affair.

April dawned and spring was
definitely in the air. Lent was
coming to a close and the people of
the parish prepared for the great
triumphant feast of Easter. The
beauty and solemnity of the
services, the adornment of the
church, the music of the choir, and
the people of the parish resonated
in grateful recognition that Jesus
Christ had risen from the dead!

If that were not enough Katie
would be remiss if she didn’t
mention the School Carnival, an
event for the entire parish. Music,
games, dunking booth, food, fun,
and families were the order of the
day.

It’s May! “Oh, Mary we crown
thee with blossom today.” Who
among us does not have memories
of the May Crowning? It’s also the
month of the Ministry Dinner when
many of our ministry people have
the opportunity to share their
hidden theatrical talents.

Graduation is upon us which
bring moments of joy and with this
joy a touch of sadness for those
about to leave. School closes and
summer fun begins.

Although the Parish Council
may not meet as a body over the
summer you may rest assured that
plans are already afoot to bring you
new and exciting activities for
2006-2007. Katie knows it!

by Phyllis R. Bauman

So many of our parishioners are
the pioneers of Christ the King
Church. At any Mass you can look
around and see some of the
pioneers who helped build our
beloved parish. I am also happy to
say how pleasing it is to see so

many new fresh faces of many
different ethnic backgrounds. We
need this diversity in order for our
parish to grow.  One day we will
more than likely read in the
Courier of some of their
accomplishments throughout the
years. This month let us tip our hats
to the Alonso Geissmann family.

Alonzo and Inez were here
from the beginning of Christ the
King. The Glynlea area had been
developed and many of our
parishioners moved into Glynlea.
Many still live there today.

The Geissmann’s and their
three children, JoAnne, Clark and
Pamela, were early settlers in
Glynlea. Alonzo and his son are
with the Lord now.

I remember Alonzo so well. He
knew more jokes and could rattle

them off without a falter. Alonzo
was always so cheerful and such a
good friend.

Inez, his wife, was and still is
my dearest friend. They stood in
proxy for my son Greg at his
baptism.

The Geissmann’s were regulars
at the 5:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday.
Inez and her daughter still come to
that Mass.

Jo Anne, the oldest daughter,
married Wilson Smith and recently
celebrated 50 years of marriage.
They were married at Christ the
King in the building that is now the
school. They had three children
Gregory, Richard and Heather and
now have seven grandchildren.

Their daughter, Pamela,
married Jim Stokes in 1967, also at
Christ the King. Both girls were

married by Father Thomas Larkin,
our founder and pastor of Christ the
King. Pam and Jim have three sons:
Chad, a Major stationed in
Afghanistan, and Shawn and Jason,
who live in Atlanta.

Inez proudly displays pictures
of her nine grandchildren and
thirteen great grandchildren. Let us
never forget our founders and
supporters of Christ the King.

Thank you Phyllis for honoring
the Geissmann family and giving
those who do not know them a
chance to meet them.

If you, the reader, know
someone or a family you would like
to introduce to the ever-growing
family of Christ the King, please
send in your article and a picture.
We would be happy to include it
within the pages of the Courier.

The Alonzo & Inez Geissmann Family of Christ the King
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Wayne Weible comes to Christ the King
to Speak About Medjugorje

CONGRATULATIONS!!!!

Mikey Willis and Raymond Ford
8th Grade Graduates of Christ the King
Now Graduating Terry Parker this year.

Good luck to Mikey Willis!!
He’s joining the Marine Corp!!

Seder Meal at Christ the King

Lenten Fish Fry

submitted by Dale Ford

Wayne Weible and Rosemarie Sudhoff
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Ministry Dinner 2006

Thank You 
Volunteers
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Volunteers make CTK great
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by Dan Sanford

On February 25th, 2006, The Cub
Scout Pack 5 Annual Pinewood
Derby was held at the Christ the
King Scout Hut and a great time
was had by all! The original
designs of the boys, the siblings,
and the dads continue to get better
each year! The official results of
the race were as follows:

Tiger Den
1st Place - Quinton Gardner
2nd Place - Trey Steele
Wolf Den
1st Place - Christopher Luyando
Bear Den
1st Place - Danny Sanford

Webelos Den
1st Place - Dimitri Morrison
2nd Place - Joey Dioso
3rd Place - Ethan Yates

Each of these racers was then
invited to participate in the
Shawnee District Pinewood Derby
Championship on March 12th,
2006. Pack 5 made an impressive
showing but was unable to secure a
winning speed. HOWEVER,
Quinton Gardner of our Tiger Den
did win the trophy for the Most
Unique Car in the Tiger Den Class,
thus continuing the graciously
competitive winning spirit of
scouting at Christ the King! Way to
go Pack 5!

Pinewood Derby Thank you!
Please help me thank the Talent Show Committee:   Carol Haley,

Patty Ruhl, Eileen Brown, Kim Repper and Melissa Harrera. I
understand the show last night was spectacular. A special note of
gratitude to Melissa Herrera who went above and beyond to make the
show a success when Carol fell ill. Also be sure to tell our parent,
volunteer, and School Board member, Peter House, how much his
time is appreciated for staying at school through two rehearsals to run
the sound system. Our school is a success because our school
community goes out of its way to make it so. Than you all.

Stephanie Chinault

P.S. The gauntlet has been thrown. Last year it was Chinault’s 8th

homeroom’s rendition of “Where is the Love?”, who was surpassed
this year by Brown & Repper’s 4th grade Florida rap. Who will take up
the challenge next year?

by Christina Davis

The Christ the King LIFE
TEEN Core Team hit the road to
Tampa at the end of April for some
nearly one-on-one training from
LIFE TEEN home office. The Core
Team consists of a group of adults
who commit to serve our high
school teens for one-year. The Core
Team is one of the central parts of
what makes LIFE TEEN what it is.
The adults that commit spend time
planning and organizing activities,
as well as mentoring and helping
teens along their faith walk.
However, all of this doesn’t just fall
from the sky! So, our opportunity
to head down to Tampa for this
training was truly a gift. 

The Core Team split into two
groups. The first group arrived
early on a Friday and had a chance
to experience praise and worship
with Matt Maher who is a leading
Catholic recording artist. Then the
team was led into a very spirit filled
time of adoration in front of the
Blessed Sacrament. This was a
blessing for the team who all work
full time jobs outside of their
ministerial role as Core members.
The remaining team caught up late
that night and had a chance to
spend some down time just

socializing and not doing any
work! 

The next morning came early
and the team had to head back to
the campus of Mary Help of
Christians school where the
training was being held. First thing
in the morning was Morning Prayer
and a time to connect spiritually. It
was a mini-retreat of sorts – the
campus ground was absolutely
perfect for this as it sat right on the
corner of a beautiful lake and a
farm. 

Later in the day the Core went
through a series of training
exercises. LIFE Night planning,
small group dynamics and
relational outreach ministry were
all part of these exercises and are
weekly responsibilities that the
Core Team takes on. This
experience for the Core Team was
very valuable and provided the
team a chance to learn more about
how they can impact our teens and
truly lead them closer to Christ.

The Core Team is a great way
to get involve with your faith and
share your time and talent with
others. If you feel you might have a
calling to this ministry, we invite
you to contact the youth office at
(904) 425-4215 or by emailing
lifeteenjax@yahoo.com. 

LIFE on the Road!

The Diocese of St. Augustine is launching an annual writing
scholarship contest for Catholic High Schools and Parish Youth
Ministries. The contest is open to 2005-2006 High School Seniors and the
deadline is June 15.

So, what are your going to write about! The theme is “What Do You
Hope For?” Let’s make Christ the King standout and have as many entries
as possible!! Wouldn’t it be a great way to start in the field of journalism;
or even get your name in the St. Augustine Catholic Magazine?

So don’t wait to get your essay in! For more information call the
Christ the King Youth Office at (904) 425-4215.

Calling
High School Seniors!

Christ the King School’s basketball teams generated a lot of
enthusiasm this year. In fact, all of their games were well attended even
those held at other schools. While at one of these schools, a Christ the
King School parent noticed the basketball game began with a pledge of
allegiance and a prayer. But Christ the King did not do this. Questions
were asked and opinions gathered until it was decided that Christ the King
School’s gymnasium needed a Crucifix and American flag to rectify our
oversight.

The School Board went to work purchasing and displaying a flag and
the principal called Maureen McCook who runs the religious articles
store in the Church. Maureen found a beautiful three-foot Crucifix for the
school, but the only problem was the price – ouch!

Not to worry, Le Ross Hulcher came to the rescue. Graciously she
volunteered to purchase the Crucifix for the school. On May 1st at
Monday morning assembly, Father Thanh blessed the Crucifix, which
now hangs with the American flag in the Kingdome. The Hulchers and the
whole school body were present for the ceremony. This is another
example of how the generosity of Christ the King parishioners enables
our school to fulfill its mission of providing a Catholic education.

The Generosity
of a Lady
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3rd Quarter
HONOR ROLL

STUDENTS
Bishop Kenny High School

William Blanchard
Brian Burnes
Cameron Crews
Agustin D’Orazio
Ryan Duzon
Samuel Ekkawi
Christine Grochmal
Lauren Grochmal
Christopher Infante
Jennifer Jones
Jaaziel Juego
Victoria Lynch
Connor Marsh
Melissa Mayotte

Lauren McGill
Nicole Miller
Megan Mitchell
Carrie Mobley
James Mollenhour
Zachary Neaves
Paul Nguyen
Lauren Petit
Jacob Plotz
Redan Reyes
Carlson Salud
Andrea Toledo
Steven Vergenz
Allie Yocum

Robert Jordan
Jammarie Porter
Jessica Stamper

Alan Abrsjano
Kevin Stevens

Bishop John J. Snyder High School

by Laurie Plotz

The Christ the King Ravens
boys and girls basketball teams and
the cheerleaders closed their
seasons with a bang at Dave &
Busters.  The Ravens were treated
to a delicious lunch by the Parish.
After lunch, the athletes had a blast
in the game room courtesy of a
private donation.  GO RAVENS!!!

Ravens Rule at
Dave & Busters

Parents enjoying the banquet

The Coaches

Nick, Vince, George, Bobby and Aaron

City Hall Field Trip

by Joanne Fowler

On March 29th the third grade classes went on a field trip to City Hall
to conclude their study of Jacksonville. Mrs. Emily Lisska, Executive
Director of the Jacksonville Historical Society, met the students in
Hemming Park and told them about the statues there and the early history
of Jacksonville. Next they visited City Hall where they toured the City
Council chambers, viewed photographs of the Great Fire and early
Jacksonville, and visited the mayor’s conference room. 

After the field trip the students completed a project about
Jacksonville. Some of the projects included dioramas of Jacksonville,
models of the city’s bridges, posters, picture albums, and even a video
with an interview of Mayor John Peyton. 

In his interview Mayor Peyton told Bayley Perez that the thing he
enjoyed most about being mayor was the Mayor’s Book Club and the
media was the thing he liked least. He also told Bayley that education was
the most important issue for the future of Jacksonville’s children. He
encouraged the third graders to leave every place cleaner than they found
it and to never litter. Last and certainly not least, Mayor Peyton thought
the Jacksonville Jaguars are a building team who will one day win the
Super Bowl.

The third grade classes will long remember their study of our
wonderful city!

Interview with 
Mayor

John Peyton
Reporting from the Jacksonville Fire Station Number 13, Bayley

Perez, a third grader at Christ the King Catholic School, conducted the
following exclusive interview with Jacksonville’s mayor, John Peyton.

Bayley - “Mr. Mayor, what do you most enjoy about being mayor and
what do you least like about being mayor?”

Mayor – “My favorite thing is the Mayor’s Book Club that I started and
my least favorite is dealing with the media.”

Bayley – “As a husband and a father what issues do you think are most
important to the future of the children of Jacksonville?”

Mayor – “Definitely education.”

Bayley – “ What as third graders can  we do to improve the quality of life
in our city?”

Mayor – “Do not litter and always leave a place cleaner than you found
it.”

Bayley – “Last and certainly not least, are the Jaguars going to win the
Super Bowl next year?”

Mayor – “Maybe not this year, but definitely in the future.”
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by Janyna Matias

I heard about LIFETEEN and
about the spring retreat from my
friends. I decided to go because I
was starting to get into religious
things and I wanted to build a
stronger relationship with God, and
I thought by going to a retreat I was
going to be able to do that AND
hang out with my friends at the
same time. I was really excited. 

We met up at CTK (Christ The
King) Church around 6:30 P.M. on
March 24 and gathered everyone.
Then the busses arrived at around
7:00-7:30 P.M.. When I got there, I
was so happy to see everyone who

was going. Tim, Hannah, Carlos,
Jacob, Laura, Eric, Susan, and so
many others. The cool thing is that,
by the minute I got there, I already
met so many new people, and I also
saw some of my friends that I
haven’t talked to in a while. From
then on, I knew this retreat was
going to be awesome.

The bus ride was fun and
VERY relaxing. The people in our
bus were not too loud so most of
the time I slept, which I needed. We
prayed the rosary on the way there
and just hung out, caught up, and
played games. I was thankful for

that bus ride because I got to sleep.
When we got to Madison, FL,
where the camp is, we got settled in
and introduced ourselves to every-
one. We played a name game, so
we’d have a clue on who’s who.
Then, we saw a slideshow that
introduced the counselors, direc-
tors, music people, etc.. Then we
went to our
assigned cabins
and unpacked.
The cabins
were really nice
with the bunk
beds. For me, it
was really
homey.

After that,
we met back in
the hall, and were assigned to a
group. In my group, it was, Matt,
Victoria, Joey, Chrissy, and Alex.
We had Blake and Moya for group
leaders. It was so much fun. I loved
the group discussions even more,
because I’m a very opinionated
person and I love telling everyone
what I believe in and what I’ve
experienced in life. After we got
acquainted, we did The Stations of
the Cross before we went to bed, to
feel what Jesus went through. It
was so cold by the river, but I
thought that was a really cool thing
we did. Later that night, we made a
cup out of cardboard, tape, and a
bunch more other stuff. And who-
ever’s group made the sturdiest cup
wins. And I thought that part of the
retreat was fun too.

The next day, in the morning,
Tara made up this morning exer-
cise, where we take off our shoes,

put them at the top of the hill, go
down the hill, and run up the hill to
get our shoes. IT WAS SO COLD,
and I had blisters on my feet after
that, but it was really fun to see
everybody moan and complain
about it. Also that day, we got to
experience the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. First, we reflected.

That part was real-
ly hard for me to
do because my
family is going
through a lot right
now, and all these
thoughts came to
me and it was just
hard for me. But
my friends were
there and they

helped me through, I developed
weak friendships into a whole new
level, and made the strong ones
stronger. After confessions, we had
a free time. They set up games for
us, like basketball, snow ball fight,
etc. But me, I sat by the river and
relaxed, it was a beautiful view. I
also hung out with one of my really
good friends, Jacob. That night, we
all gathered in the hall and watched
the movie The Passion of The
Christ. Most of us cried and felt the
pain that He felt during His time.
After the movie, our group leaders
came to us individually and prayed
with us. Then after that we experi-
enced Adoration. We just sang and
prayed for about an hour or longer.
Then we went off to bed.

Sunday morning we went to
breakfast (breakfast, lunch, and
dinner all throughout the weekend
were AWESOME!), sang and

praised, and had another talk, then
went to my most favorite part of the
retreat. . . . PARENTS FOR LIFE
SKITS! It was awesome. My group
prepared a sweet play and the other
group’s plays were really good too!
It was fun to see how creative
everyone was and most of the skits
were really funny. Another one of
my personal favorite parts of the
retreat was when a counselor talked
to us about their life experience to
teach us a lesson. And, to be honest,
one of the counselors who spoke
changed my life. Something he said
just opened up my eyes and I saw
things differently. I became more
courageous and open-minded. 

The ride back home was really
nice too, but again, most of the
people in my bus just slept, cuz
throughout the weekend we didn’t

get that much sleep so we took
advantage of the opportunity to do
so. The retreat was really fun, at
first I thought it was going to be
“okay”, I mean no cell phones,
iPod, etc. But I had fun getting
closer to God and I got to hang out
with my friends at the same time.
And after the retreat, I decided to
become a member of LIFETEEN. 

“Rise Up” LIFETEEN Spring Retreat

by Jamie Easter

My name is Jamie Easter and I
am a senior at Bishop Kenny. I
have been in LIFETEEN since the
beginning of my freshman year and
I love it. It has brought me so much
closer to God. This past spring

retreat was my last retreat as a teen.
LIFETEEN is an amazing youth
group that has become my second
family. 

There are two retreats a school
year, one in the fall and one in the
spring. They are so much fun. We
go down to Cherry Lake to the 4-H
Camp and start the night with split-
ting into small groups. Small
groups are the best! It helps you get

to know people you never knew
and even know your friends a little
better too. 

The whole weekend is filled
with laughter, good food, inspiring
talks, and dancing. It’s fun to get
away from the world and just spend
time with God and your friends. On
Saturday we have talks and confes-
sion and at night, we have adora-
tion. Adoration is my favorite part
of the retreat. A whole hour of ado-
ration seems like a life time but it

really flies by. I get so much out of
it. 

On this past retreat we watched
the movie The Passion of the Christ
before adoration and let me tell

you, does that movie humble you!
It opens up your eyes to see so

much more than just a repeated
story; it was the greatest sacrifice
ever done. I’m not going to go on
about that but LIFETEEN is such
an amazing thing. 

A lot of people seem to think
LIFETEEN is all about GOD GOD
GOD! Well it kind of is because it
is a church youth group but it’s also
so much more. I can’t wait for
graduation and college but be sure
that the friendships and the memo-
ries that I have made with LIFE-
TEEN will last a life time. I really
hope that after reading this that you
will at least come out and see what
LIFETEEN is all about.

A Graduating Senior’s Reflection

by Katherine Ramsey

Girls Club met one Saturday
morning for an etiquette class.
They went over many kinds of
utensils used today, and even the
origin of them. The instructor
taught them about the customs of
European royalty, and how they
position their salad plates, tea cups,
soup bowls, and various things
used on the table. They were even
taught to do the “pinky-up” method
with the tea cup. After the brief
explanation of all this etiquette,
they then got to take a shot at it
themselves. Most of them were
successful, but others were funny
to watch. This was a good experi-
ence the girls hopefully will not
forget.

Girls Club meets once a month
for a special activity or outing and
for discussion on spirituality and
our faith.

LIFETEEN
Girls
Club
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HonorHonorees’ees’ 2006 - Ministr2006 - Ministry Dinnery Dinner continuedcontinued

We have one more
honoree that we would like
to tell you about. She has
been a member of Christ
the King Parish for thirty-
seven years. Her children
and grandson attended
Christ the King School.
She, herself, taught at
Christ the King School and
retired last year after 32
years of dedicated teaching.

Despite her retirement,
she continues to be a daily
presence in the school by
serving as a volunteer in
both third grades as well as

both fifth grades where she conducts
weekly writing lessons for the students.She has taken her personal time on
many occasions in the past to help students from foreign countries learn

the English language in order to succeed in school. Currently, she is
providing that same much needed help to one of our middle school
students who came from Korea with limited English. Due to the three-
times-a-week of extra help this student receives, she is now confidently
participating in all classes.

She has also led our School’s 50th Anniversary Committee with ideas
for activities. Thus far, she implemented the “Thank You” roses for
parishioners and will start the “What Christ the King School Is Like
Today” letters for all past graduates.

She has served as Eucharistic Minister at our school children’s Masses
and  has also served the needy of our community faithfully over many
years with her help at the St. Francis Soup Kitchen downtown. 

Her personal philosophy of “giving back” and “service to others” has
been exemplified by her “going beyond the call of duty” in her teaching
profession and with her continued involvement within our school, parish
and community.  We would like to present her with this gift as our
appreciation for her continued generosity and dedication to Christ the
King Parish. It is a  privilege to acknowledge Polly Lotze as an Honoree
at this year’s Ministry Dinner. 

You will find photos of the Ministry Dinner on page 32

by Ron Lynch

This time you get a daughter, sister, dental assistant, x-ray technician,
Navy veteran, administrator, wife, mother, builder, teacher, librarian,
principal, and federal money virtuoso all wrapped into one Irish package.
Most of us know her as Mary Ward.

She was born Mary Love at Bellevue Hospital in New York City on
May 21, 1924, and came into this world at thirteen pounds! Her father was
an Irish immigrant and was in this country a year to the day when she was
born. After elementary and high school she attended St. Joseph’s College
for Women, and Brooklyn was home the first twenty years of her life. 

In 1944 on her 20th birthday she enlisted in the Navy and was sent
immediately to boot camp. She and her fellow recruits marched
everywhere they went. Time was precious. They had three minutes to
march to the chow hall, thirteen minutes to eat, and three minutes to
march back to the barracks. Letters to her family had to be written using
time not taken up with drills, Saturday parade, and classes. She became a
hospital corpsman/dental assistant because she had worked for a dentist
before enlisting in the Navy. Then a train brought her to Jacksonville.
Upon arrival she had to take a cab along with some others to the naval
base. The cab driver charged each rider $5.00 which Mary considered
scandalously expensive. She worked in a Navy clinic as an x-ray
technician. She had no experience at this job, but performed as well as she
was able. Eventually, she worked as a dental assistant as planned. In time,
she came to manage the entire clinic.

After the war, even though she enjoyed her time in the Navy, Mary left
the service for a new career. Mary Love became Mary Ward when she
married Hugh Ward from North Carolina. They were married at
Immaculate Conception in downtown Jacksonville. They soon discovered
that there were no places to live in Jacksonville at the time. So, they
bought a 26 foot travel trailer and lived in it while Hugh worked at the
Naval Air Station.

Soon they pulled their trailer to Chicago so Hugh could attend college
there for a year. Mary was expecting their first child and he was born in
Chicago. The first of four children, but the only one born in Chicago.
After that year in Illinois, even though Mary’s sister lived in Chicago,
they were happy to point their trailer south and come back to the warmth
of Jacksonville. 

While Hugh went back to work at NAS they looked for a house, but
couldn’t find what they were looking for. They did find an area they
liked, Arlington. It was undeveloped and people were scarce. They
bought a lot and began to build their home. Hugh dug the foundation
and, with Mary’s help, built their new house. She mixed mortar,
helped lay block, and performed other construction type labor while
their home took shape. When it was built they still had to go two
blocks to get their mail because the mailman wouldn’t come down
the dirt lane to their home. The new house was so isolated there was
no supermarket nearby and Mary’s friends asked, “Mary, what have
you done?”

Hugh and Mary had begun attending the Assumption Parish
Church when it was still a wooden building. A new church was
planned and they had pledged money to the building fund. Within a
month or two of their pledge Bishop Hurley announced the
formation of a new parish, Christ the King, and they realized they
were to be a part of a new parish.

Mrs. Ward considers our first pastor, Father Larkin (now Bishop
Larkin), a saint. He accomplished and overcame so many things
with his mild manner. She remembers his mother and sister lived

near the old rectory on the other side of the street behind where our gym
now stands.

Before we had our school on our property, Christ the King School
occupied the
second floor of
I m m a c u l a t e
Conception School
downtown. Mary
Ward was the first
teacher hired by
Father Larkin for
the school and
taught downtown
before our school
was built.

The main
building of our
school was
originally built to
house the church
downstairs and the
school upstairs.

Eventually the school needed more space and the side altars of the church
downstairs became first grade classrooms during the week and altars on
the weekend.

Mary Ward was a second, fifth, seventh and eighth grade teacher and
became certified in library science in order to reorganize the library
during her tenure at Christ the King School. She also was principal during
the seventies and became a Federal Aid Coordinator for the diocese and
procured a great deal of money for us while she was active. 

Mrs. Ward has many great stories about her time here. One of them
includes the diminutive principal, Sister Ethelberga, SSJ. Sister
Ethelberga used to dash into the middle of a classroom during class and
loudly demand, “I know who did it! You might as well stand up right
now!”  This ploy caused many boys to confess to infractions she didn’t
have a clue about.

She still lives in the house she and her husband, Hugh, built and
usually goes to Ireland once a year. A broken hip has slowed her down a
little, but she continues to be a vital, stimulating lady. Just what I would
expect from my seventh grade teacher.

TThhiirr tteeeenn    PPoouunnddss ,,     WWhhaatt     DDoo    YYoouu    GGeett??

by Stephanie Chinault

Christ the King School Faculty, 1964-1965




