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C O U R I E RC O U R I E R

By Judy Koziolek

Our ministry dinner was another great success! This year
the food was superb and the entertainment was even better! Our
Parish Council President, John Klinkenberg introduced our
infamous entertainers. The cowboys . . . Father Thanh, Father
Joe and Leon Kidd sang their hearts out. “You gotta know when
to hold ‘em, know when to fold ‘em” – it was great. Also, their
rendition of “I Wanna Go Home” was very apropos with both

priests preparing for their summer vacations; Father Thanh
leaving for a trip to Vietnam, his homeland and Father Joe
visiting with his family.

The ministry dinner is scheduled every year to honor our
volunteers who work very hard during the year. Some have
dedicated their time, talent, and treasure for as long as Christ
the King (CTK) has been established. I love seeing everyone
together and it makes me feel proud to be a part of  a warm and
loving family such as Christ the King. 

This year CTK Church and School honored several
volunteers with honorable mention. Father Thanh introduced
the following people; see if you can guess who they are before
we tell you:

“We honor this woman who has been a member of CTK for
42 years. She has been a member of Small Faith Sharing
Groups for many years, ever since Renew was introduced to
CTK. She has been very active in the Christ the King Council
of Catholic Women (CKCCW). She has just finished her term
as Vice President. 

She has a great sense of humor that I personally enjoy. The
other day she gave me a gift of a pen that had a plastic head on
it and said “if you want to have a good laugh, push the head
down.” When I did, the head on the pen went “Ho! Ho! Ho!”

She is best known though for her involvement in our Christ
the King Clinic, a ministry started during the time Monsignor
Danaher was Pastor at Christ the King. For the last five years,
she has run this ministry as its Director, administering to
thousands of people in need of this special care. Under her

leadership, she led many volunteers to make this a successful
ministry for all of us to help reach out to the sick and the needy.
She and her volunteers helped us to fulfill the mission Jesus put
before us: “Whatsoever you do to the least of my people that
you do unto me.”

Who is she? – Willie Blacquiere
Our next volunteer is also a woman who has been with us

for 38 years. She too is active in CKCCW. Her spirituality
rooted in her intimate relationship with Christ is inspiring. At
the Adult Education, Beyond Sunday, during the time of
personal sharing, I was always touched by her conviction and
strong faith which expressed clearly to me that nothing would
separate her from trusting in God through Christ who loves her
and always comes to her need and community need.

She will always be most known for her long-term ministry,
the establishment of the Christ the King Child Care Center. She
told me the story about how 20 years ago Monsignor Danaher
saw the need for a Child Care in our parish. So he came to her
and said: “The Holy Spirit told me to tell you to establish a
Child Care Center here at Christ the King.” 

That was it, no degree, no class, no professional experience
. . . just her faith and the Holy Spirit. To make the story short,
she established and directed this Child Care Center for 20 years
before retiring in 1997. I am sure there were many parishioners
who experienced her leadership during her time. 

Her name given by the children? “Miz Belle” Her real name
is Isabelle Fusco.

(Unfortunately, illness kept her from attending this ministry
dinner. Her daughters were there in her stead to accept the
award for her. Today, the community is sad to know that she
passed away on June 17th. May she rest in peace.)

Next, we have a couple who have been members of Christ
the King for many, many, many, years. She is a professional

homemaker and he is a retiree from State Farm Insurance
Company.

Both have been active in CTK ministries. He was a lector,
money counter, and he is a member of the Knights of
Columbus. She is a member of the CKCCW. Last year, under
the watchful eye of her husband, she refinished the outdoor
Stations of the Cross, which are all hand painted. What a labor
of love . . . for both of them.

Christ the King  Celebrates With
Our Annual Ministry Dinner!

continued on page 12



Page 2 Christ the King Courier August, 2007

Journey Back to Vietnam
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Because of the wonderful staff
and volunteers here at Christ the
King, I knew I could plan a special
vacation with my family in Texas. I
was able to go back to the place
where I was born and grew up. I
went back to my homeland,
Vietnam.

This was a chance of a lifetime
for me. My family in the USA and

I (ten of us) were able to go
to Vietnam. My mother
was so happy to have us
together once again; it
made my heart glad that we
had this time together for a
reunion with our family
that still live in Vietnam. 

The Family Journey and
Reunion

It was a wonderful time
for me. I was able to
reconnect with my brother,
Lap Nguyen and other
members of my family still
in Vietnam. It had been 28
years since I had last seen
Lap. He joined us in
Saigon and we shared the
same hotel room
throughout the trip. He
stayed up with me . . . we
woke up at 3 a.m. . . . when
I couldn’t sleep because of

the time difference. We laughed a
lot, talked a lot, and drank lots of
coffee as we rekindled our love of
family by catching up on all that
had transpired since we last saw
each other. It was a joyous event of
my life. What a homecoming.

I went back to the seminary
which I attended as a young man.
Demographics had changed so

much that I had a difficult time
trying to find the place even with
the directions I received. Except for
a few brothers and priests who
were still there teaching others as
they did me, I didn’t know anyone.
I felt connected to this place but it
was also strange.

I had a golden opportunity
while in Vietnam. I con-celebrated
at two ordinations, one in the
Diocese of Nha
Trang and the
other in the
Diocese of Bui
Chu. At the
ordination in
Nha Trang I was
happy to see my
cousin Toan
Nguyen become
a priest. He was
one of nine
newly ordained
priests at this
celebration. To
see my mother
so full of joy at
this celebration made my heart
burst with happiness for her. It
made me realize, once again, how
my family and I have truly been
blessed by God. It was a beautiful
day.

From Nha Trang I went on to
Bui Chu where another ordination

took place. There were 45 men who
became priests that day. As I shared
with you at Mass upon my return,
this celebration touched me very
deeply and I was blessed to be a
part of it. Some of these men had
waited since the 60’s for this day . .
. two of them were 67-68 years of
age. 

Over 20,000 of the faithful
were there to witness the event.

Many of these people had walked
from their village on the day before
in order to see these holy men
ordained. I was amazed at their
tenacity; you see it is very hot at
this time of year . . . around 100
degrees with 100% humidity. 

Father Thomas McCarthy, C.S.Sp.
Born: May 8, 1929

Born to eternal life: June 20, 2007

continued on page 6

Seminarian Bernard Fussell
Born: August 19, 1954

Born to Eternal Live: August 15, 2007

EEtteerrnnaall  RReesstt
GGrraanntt  UUnnttoo
TThheemm,,  OO
LLoorrdd..

AAnndd  LLeett  TThhee
PPeerrppeettuuaall
LLiigghhtt  SShhiinnee
UUppoonn  TThheemm..



August, 2007 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 3

What’s Happening

We woud like to welcome the following individuals and families to
Christ the King Community

Baptisms:

We Would like to announce the following people who
were recently baptized into the Catholic Church

We would like to acknowledge the following parishioners who were
recently united into the  Sacrament of Marriage.

Deaths:

The following people are recently deceased memebers of our parish for
whom we offer our special prayers.

Marriages:

Ms. Clarice Grace Dela Cuesta
Ms. Mides Mae Dela Westa
Mr. & Mrs. Bret Hollenbeck
Ha-Vy Nguyen
Ms. Agnes Still
Mr. Mar Antonio Jaminal

Michael David Sylvestre and Paulina Perez
Dat Quang Truong and Hoangoanh Phuoc Vo
Joseph Anthony Draude, Jr. and Patricia Marie Bejarano
Kina Huynh-Hai and Ngo Thi Nguyen

Glory Melissa Dansou
Alexander Glennis Lyon
Cyerra Crystina Jansen
Joshua Michael Richmond
Katherine Marie Richmond
Jared Steven Richmond
Matthew Anthony Richmond
Elizabeth Clare Hale
Hai Kinh Huynh
Rosemary Grace Ouellette
Jeremiah Matthews Soto
Michelle Dang
Iliana Yolanda Hollenbeck
Sarah Elizabeth Spade
Kelynn Che Ngo

Letters

Irene Locke
Charles D. Bowles
Jerome Schread
Isabelle Fusco
Cesar Luis Vila
Gerald L. Blair, (JB Jr.)
Bernadette Abraham Bateh

Oops!
We apologize for errors that occurred in the May issue of the Christ
the King Courier. Due to a computer glitch a backup disc had to be
used just before the paper went to press and it did not contain all the
corrections.

Dear Parishioners,

The Student Council of Christ the King Catholic School would like to
thank you for all the support that you have given this school year. We will
be giving away over $4,000 this year and it would not be possible without
your support. We raise money throughout the year by sponsoring middle
school dances, our annual Catholic Schools Week Penny War, our school
wide Father/Daughter Dance and Spring Fling. These events provide fel-
lowship for the students and their families and enable us to give to won-
derful causes. It is in giving that we receive, and following the corporal
and spiritual works of mercy makes us a truly Catholic family.

These are the organizations that the students have chosen to sponsor
for 2006-2007:

Sincerely,
Christ the King Student Council

Camp I am Special
Dreams Come True Foundation
Alaska Radio Mission
Jacksonville Humane Society
St. Gerard House
Hospice Foundation for Children

Lea’s Place
Our Lady of Hope Community
Heifer Foundation
Food for the Poor
The Danaher Memorial Garden

Dear Father Thanh,

This is Emily Pollackov and I am writing this to you from SPLUNGE
on my last day. I want to let you know the type of experiences and proj-
ects that we went through and participated in.

The first day was by far the worse. We were separated into groups,
went through “customs” to get rid of any contraband and told that we
would have no contact with our family and friends. We were then told to
grab anything you would need to sleep somewhere else for the night and
we left the church. We visited some places and after awhile we stopped in
our respective neighborhoods (each team was assigned one) given enough
money for a bus ride and two phone calls and told to find food and shel-
ter for the night. This taught us what it is like to not know where you are
going to eat or sleep, what it is like to be homeless.

The second day was our day of fasting. We ate very minimally in
order to feel hunger. We live in such a sheltered world that we needed to
understand what hunger is really like.

The rest of the week was spent touring various agencies and meeting
many people. There was a theme emerging. That theme was the difference
between social justice and charity and how both are critical to making an
impact on our society.

Every morning we went to Mass and afterwards Father Al talked to us
about what we might be going through. He talked about the four “P’s”:
Peace, Perspective, Practice and Perseverance and how they are necessary
to be good Christians and to be respectful of other people’s dignity.  I
would probably talk on and on about everything, but they are cutting my
time short and want me to seal the envelope. I apologize for it being so
messy, but I’m very tired and my pen keeps shaking.

I love you and there is nothing you can do about it!

Emily

Dear Father Thanh,

First thing, I would like to say is I hope you had a pleasant trip while
you were away. Our parish certainly missed you and you were in our
prayers the last few weeks. Next thing I would like to thank you for is
allowing our parish to be active with the SPLUNGE retreat I participated
in this past week. I’ve been a member of the Christ the King faithful for
as long as I can remember and regularly attended Mass, but never before
have I been touched in a way that has made me a person with better per-
spective of others around me and with a stronger faith in the Lord.

At SPLUNGE, we visited various homeless shelters, foundations,
City Hall, and other places to learn about the poverty and the standards of
those who are less fortunate. We bagged clothing, rode the city bus, made
calls to shelters, and even stopped at a childcare center. At the end of the
day, we had discussions, long no doubt, about what the groups did and
how God was present with us.

I would just like to say I enjoyed this journey so much! I’ve become
thankful for what I have and can only hope this experience will stay with
the campers and counselors, as it will with me. Thank you for the time to
read this and I pray the Lord continues to bless you.

Theresa Smith
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Father Tom was born in
Tipperary town on May, 8, 1929.
He did his secondary studies in
CBS, Tipperary between 1941 and
1947. He entered the novitiate in
Kilshane in 1947 and was
professed on September, 8, 1948.
Father Tom studied philosophy in
Kimmage between 1948 and 1950
and taught in Blackrock College
between 1950 and 1952. After
studying theology in Kimmage
from 1952 to 1956, Father Tom was
ordained to the priesthood on July
3, 1955 and made his Consecration
to the Apostolate on August, 3,
1956.

Father Tom’s first appointment
was to the Archdiocese of Onitsha,
Nigeria in 1956, where he worked
in pastoral ministry until 1967. In
1968 he was appointed to the
diocese of Savannah, Georgia,
U.S.A. Following a brief return to
Nigeria between 1969 and 1970,
Father Tom was appointed
Assistant Parish Priest in Arklow,
Archdiocese of Dublin from 1970
to 1971. From 1971 to 1975 he
served as chaplain to the Mater
Hospital, Dublin. In 1976 Father
Tom was appointed to the
community at Willow Park, and in
1977 to Rockwell College. 

Several priests were able to be
at the vigil on June 22. Father Brian
Carey (who couldn’t attend the
vigil) rode to the funeral on June 23
with two other priests from Dublin.
There were about 35 priests concel-
ebrating, including Monsignor
Mennis from Jacksonville.

Before the Mass began Father
Bill Kingston read The Golden
Chain of Friendship a poem
composed by Father Tom. The
Mass was excellent, and the main
celebrant was Father Bill Kingston
of Rockwell community and the
homily was preached by Father
Willie Murphy who was formerly a
professor of scripture. According to
Father Brian regarding the homily
“It was top class and gave a
message of great hope.” 

The interment took place in the
community cemetery close by.
Afterwards they shared lunch in the

school dining room and then Father
Brian and his two brother priests
started the return trip for Dublin. 

Father Tom was more than a
priest to a lot of people here in our
community. Christ the King’s
relationship with him began when
Father Tom met Monsignor
Mortimer Danaher in Ireland in
1987. Monsignor Danaher, Father
Seamus O’Flynn, and Father Joe
Whitehead accompanied the body
of Father Sheppard to Ireland for
burial. Father Sheppard was also a
member of the Congregation of the
Holy Spirit Irish Province and he
had been an associate pastor at
Christ the King (CTK) since his
retirement from the African
Missions. 

Monsignor met Father Tom at
the funeral and asked him to come
to CTK in the summer. Father Tom
accepted and that was the
beginning of a very fruitful
relationship that lasted over 16
years. Yes, very fruitful in many
ways. He helped priests, people at
CTK, those in nursing homes and
hospitals, and the poor in the
neighbourhood. He made people
laugh, he recited many poems
(most had a moral or a hidden
meaning) and his heart was as big
as outdoors. He was truly an asset
here as well as in Africa. 

When he said his fond farewell
to us we sent him off with “Go n-
eiri leat!” which means “all the
best”. He would call us at the
rectory, at least monthly after he
wasn’t able to come across the
ocean to America any more and he
would ask after the ones he knew
and he would give us a blessing..
Very few of us got to see him very
much after that. Some went to see
him in Ireland and were treated like
royalty, introduced to all and given
the best in hospitality.  He is gone
physically but alive in our hearts.
We say a fond farewell . . . ar dheis
De go rev a anam dilis (er yesh day
gu rev a anam dilis) . . . “May his
sweet soul be at God’s right hand.”

Father Thomas McCarthy, C.S.Sp.
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Note:  In this article when I am
writing in my words I use the capi-
tal H for Him and He when refer-
ring to Jesus; however, when it is a
quote from the NAB they do not
capitalize and we don’t correct the
Bible!

by Mickey Kenny

It was a long and very human
walk from being born Simon,
brother of Andrew, son of Jona
(Johannes) in Bethsaida, to becom-
ing Peter, the rock on whom our
church is built. We are forever
grateful for the lessons we learn
from the lessons Peter learned as he

walked that
walk from
fisherman to
saint. Every
pope learns
these lessons

also as each one tries to fill the
“shoes of the fisherman.” 

Andrew and Simon were drawn
to John the Baptist. When John the
Baptist pointed to Jesus passing by
and said, “Behold the Lamb of
God”, Andrew followed the Savior
to his residence and remained with
Him one day. Andrew then returned
to Peter and said he had found the
messiah and brought Peter to see
Jesus. It is written in John 1:40-42

Andrew, the brother of Simon
Peter, was one of the two who
heard John and followed Jesus. He
first found his own brother Simon
and told him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated
Anointed). Then he brought him to
Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said,
“You are Simon the son of John;
you will be called Cephas” (which
is translated Peter). 

After this the brothers returned
to their lives as fishermen, and the
symbol of a fishing boat reminds us
of the simple origins of Peter and
the significance of his life. In
Matthew 4:18-20 we read

Peter is seen time and again as
the leader among the disciples: he
is almost always the disciple who
responds to the questions Jesus
asks His followers as in Luke 9:18-
21 

And again in John 1:67-71 ... 

Peter is always among those
chosen to witness the most signifi-
cant events in the ministry of Jesus
as in Luke 6:28- ... 

Peter is also the first of the dis-
ciples to be addressed after the res-

urrection. All of these events fore-
shadow the choice of Peter to be the
head of the church Jesus estab-
lished. If there is doubt, read in
Matthew 16:13-18

In this same discourse another
symbol for Peter is found: keys.
Mathew 16:19-20

A third symbol of Peter is the
cock. This is actually a sad, but

thoughtful, image of the all too
human Peter addressed in all the
gospels but particularly clearly in
Matthew 26:57-75

In addition to these symbols,
reflection and meditation on the
interaction between Jesus and Peter
and those times in the gospels when
Peter is significant can shed light
on so many aspects of our own
lives. Consider the time Peter asks
what is in it for him to follow Jesus,
or the human reaction of Peter at
the Transfiguration when he want-
ed to build a tent to hang onto this
mountaintop experience forever.
Since Peter was ever-so-human, we
can find many symbols in Peter’s
discipleship that mirror our own. 

Suggested meditations might
come from reading

Peter is a symbol in himself;
and we can see ourselves in him.

Symbols – St. Peter

As He was walking by theSea
of Galilee, He saw two broth-
ers,     Simon who is called
Peter, and     his brother
Andrew, casting a net into the
sea; they were fishermen. He
said to them, “Come after me,
and I will make you fishers of
men.” At once they left their
nets and followed Him.

Once when Jesus was praying
in solitude, and the disciples
were with him, he asked them,
“Who do the crowds say that I
am?” They said in reply,
“John the Baptist; others,
Elijah; still others, ‘One of
the ancient prophets has aris-
en.’” Then he said to them,
“But who do you say that I
am?” Peter said in reply,
“The Messiah of God.”

Jesus then said to the Twelve,
“Do you also want to leave?”
Simon Peter answered him,
“Master, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal
life. We have come to believe
and are convinced that you are
the Holy One of God.” Jesus
answered them, “Did I not
choose you twelve? Yet is not
one of you a devil?” He was
referring to Judas, son of
Simon the Iscariot; it was he
who would betray him, one of
the Twelve.

About eight days after he said
this, he took Peter, John, and
James and went up the moun-
tain to pray. While he was
praying his face changed in
appearance and his clothing
became dazzling white. And
behold, two men were convers-
ing with him, Moses and
Elijah, who appeared in glory
and spoke of his exodus that he
was going to accomplish in
Jerusalem. Peter and his com-
panions had been overcome by
sleep, but becoming fully
awake, they saw his glory and
the two men standing with him.
As they were about to part from
him, Peter said to Jesus,
“Master, it is good that we are
here; let us make three tents,
one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.” But he did not
know what he was saying.
While he was still speaking, a
cloud came and cast a shadow
over them, and they became
frightened when they entered
the cloud. Then from the cloud
came a voice that said, “This is
my chosen Son; listen to him.”
After the voice had spoken,
Jesus was found alone. They
fell silent and did not at that
time tell anyone what they had
seen.

When Jesus went into the
region of Caesarea Philippi he
asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man
is?” They replied, “Some say
John the Baptist, others Elijah,
still others Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.” He said to them,
“But who do you say that I
am?” Simon Peter said in reply,
“You are the Messiah, the Son
of the living God.” Jesus said to
him in reply, “Blessed are you,
Simon son of Jonah. For flesh
and blood has not revealed this
to you, but my heavenly Father.
And so I say to you, you are
Peter, and upon this rock I will
build my church, and the gates
of the netherworld shall not
prevail against it.”

“Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah. ... And so I say to you,
you are Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church,
and the gates of the nether-
world shall not prevail against
it.” I will give you the keys to
the kingdom of heaven.
Whatever you bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven; and
whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.”
Then he strictly ordered his
disciples to tell no one that he
was the Messiah. 

“I will give you the keys to the
kingdom of heaven. Whatever
you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven; and whatev-
er you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.” Then he
strictly ordered his disciples to
tell no one that he was the
Messiah.

Those who had arrested Jesus
led him away to Caiaphas the
high priest, where the scribes
and the elders were assembled.
Peter was following him at a
distance as far as the high
priest’s courtyard, and going
inside he sat down with the ser-
vants to see the outcome. Now
Peter was sitting outside in the
courtyard. One of the maids
came over to him and said,
“You too were with Jesus the
Galilean.” ... But he denied it
in front of everyone, saying, “I
do not know what you are talk-
ing about!” ... As he went out
to the gate, another girl saw
him and said to those who were
there, “This man was with
Jesus the Nazorean.” Again he
denied it with an oath, “I do
not know the man!” A little
later the bystanders came over
and said to Peter, “Surely you
too are one of them; even your
speech gives you away.” At
that he began to curse and to
swear, “I do not know the
man.” And immediately a cock
crowed. Then Peter remem-
bered the word that Jesus had
spoken: “Before the cock
crows you will deny me three
times.” He went out and began
to weep bitterly.

Matthew 4:18-20, 10:2, 16:13-
21, and 17:1-2, 265:31-35,
26:56, and 26:57-75
Mark 1:16-20. 8:27-33. 9:1-8,
14:26-31, 14:31-42, 14:54-72
Luke 5:1-11, 9:18-21, 22:31-
34. 22:54-62
John 1:40-42, 6:20-    , 6:60-
71, 13:5-35, 36-38, 18:10-11,
15-27, 20:1-10, 21:1-17.
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Father Thanh’s  Message

I was deeply touched by their
strong faith in the Lord at this
Eucharistic Celebration.

More Good-byes

Seminarian Bernard Fussell left
CTK to go to the Dominican
Republic to learn more about the
Spanish culture and to learn the
language. While he was gone, we
had Seminarian Richard Pagano
join us. He was a good help. When
I returned to America, they were
making their final plans to go back
to the seminary. They have left now
to continue their studies and
eventually by the grace of God to
become priests in this diocese.

Of course, we knew before I
left that Father Joe McDonnell
would be leaving us shortly after
my return. After a few weeks
vacation he went to his new
assignment in Chiefland. We will
miss his priestly dedication and
ministry at Christ the King,
especially his passion for the poor.
(See article on back page)

We had a reception for him on
July 7 which turned into a very wet
one. Still, several of our staunchest
members stayed for the feast. The
food was delicious and the

company didn’t seem dampened by
the state of the weather. Father Joe
was given an enlarged picture of
himself at his farewell - one of him
dressed as a cowboy – This picture
was taken at the Ministry dinner
when he and I sang country music
songs with Leon Kidd. (You can
see pictures of the Ministry Dinner
within this issue).

We pray for him and his new
flock. May God bless him with a
fruitful ministry in Chiefland.
Hopefully he will have a chance to
come to see his CTK family when
he comes to Jacksonville.

It was also a sad time when we
said our good-bye in prayer to
Father Thomas McCarthy who
recently died in Ireland . . . I knew
him as a joyful priest, full of love
for the people he served, telling
jokes and reciting poems at social
events. He was a good priest and
we were lucky to have him come to
us every summer for over thirteen
years. Because he was able to be
here to help us serve, many
diocesan priests, appointed at CTK
were able to take leave in order to
revitalize their spirit and come back
refreshed. His presence will always
be missed by those who knew him.

We Welcome

Father Steven Zehler has been
appointed by our Bishop Galeone
to join our CTK family. He was
ordained on June 23rd and this is
his first post. He brings with him
many talents that he would like to
share with us while he is here. I am
happy to have him here and I
believe he will have a rewarding
and productive first year as our
parochial vicar.

Changes - While I Was Away

As I said, I had many talks with
my brother. I wanted him to know a
little of how I was doing and how
God was working wonders in my
life. I shared with him about the
wonderful people at Christ the
King and the changes that were in
progress. In my reflections and
prayers I thought of all the work
that was being done in my absence
and how grateful I was to God that
he put all of you in my life.

The decision to refurbish our
church was not taken lightly. This
project required sacrifice and
dedication on the part of our staff
and all of you. As a family, we
came together to make sure that

Mass would continue in the midst
of mayhem. The transition from
church to gym went smoothly.
Many thanks go to the staff, our
lectors, Eucharistic ministers,
ushers and those who came to lend
their particular expertise to the
project as needed. I thank everyone
who has volunteered to make this
happen. 

They say pictures tell a story of
a 1000 words and thanks to our
photographers we have a million
words in this issue to describe the
process. This project was not an
easy one. It took a lot of hard work
and planning. These photographs
are a testament of the love you have
for God and your church
community. We will enjoy the fruit
of your labors for a long time to
come.

Because of God’s grace and all
your work everything is falling into
place, just as we had hoped it
would. There have been few
complaints about this renovation.
For that I am glad for I believe we
are truly putting into practice our
mission statement. What more
could a pastor ask for than to see
living proof that the love of God,
church and community is still alive
and thriving at the church he was
chosen to serve?

continued from page 2
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by Staff Writers

If you have had the opportunity
to attend at various times one of the
five Masses offered on the weekend
at our parish, you could not help
but notice that each Mass has its
own distinctive mark and flavor.
After attending these Masses I do
believe that it is safe to say that
Christ the King is truly a melting
pot of people living out their faith. 

In the next few paragraphs you
will read a little bit about each
Mass by an individual who regular-
ly attends that particular Mass. See
if you agree with their assessment
of your special Mass. 

Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
This is a friendly and loving

congregation focused on the wor-
ship of their King. It is greatly
influenced by the music and choir
which corresponds to the gospel

message and so, can only enhance
the beauty of the Mass. According
to the writer the Mass is so moving
that one wishes it would never end. 

Sunday - 7:00 a.m.
This Mass is known to many as

the “silent Mass.” This comment
might register as a bit unfair as it
does not describe the character or
tone of the Mass. For starters, the
people who are “regulars” at 7:00
a.m. have had a heap of living
behind them, but not all of them, as
you will find a smattering of
younger folks sprinkled in with the

gray heads which makes for an
interesting mix. They may move a
little slower but there’s still plenty
of steam in the engine. 

A goodly number of seven
o’clockers arrive early so that they
may have a chance to visit a few
minutes before entering the sanctu-
ary. The conversation generally
centers on the needs of others.
Older people for the most part are
very much mindful that life is short
and a kind word or a sincere com-
pliment really brightens the other
person’s day. 

Are those that attend this Mass
any different than other Masses? I
would think not, as the Mass is the
Mass. The silent petitions going up
to the Lord probably would vary in
their requests——prayers for con-
tinuing good health for themselves
and others, concerns for their
grown children as opposed to
requests for a better job or funding
the money for education; but we
are all here to give thanks and
praise for the many blessing that
God so lavishly bestows on us. 

If the 7:00 Mass suddenly
became a choral Mass, you’d be

amazed how quickly the seven
o’clockers would adjust to it. After
all, they do have the voice of expe-
rience! 

Sunday - 9:00 a.m.
This Mass is designated the

Children’s Mass. The Christ the
King School Choir, made up of 5th
graders and directed by Dr. Bernie

Sans, sings each week during the
school year. Sometimes we are
privileged to have the Little Angels
Hand Bell Ringers. Colleen
Doherty, a Bishop Kenny student,
frequently cantors. There are
always an abundance of children
present and some “wee ones” who
are well tolerated.  During this
Mass, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts
have their special ceremonies and
Catholic School Week activities are
carried out. RCIA candidates attend
this Mass being dismissed before

the Liturgy of the Eucharist.
Students are gift bearers from time
to time. 

As is probably true of other
Masses, this Mass is made up of
many little congregations. People
tend to sit in the same area with the
same attendees. The little children
trade toys with each other. We seem
closer to these people and learn to
greet them by name at the “Kiss of
Peace.” When they are missing,
sometimes we call to check on
them. We get upset when a new-
comer sits in “our” seats.  

Sunday - 11:00 a.m.
This Mass seems to consistent-

ly have the most people in atten-
dance. Prior to Mass there is a pres-
entation of sacred music when it is
appropriate. This can include an
arrangement on the organ, piano,
violin or any combination thereof.
A special arrangement may be done
by the Little Angels Hand Bell

Ringers, the Adult Hand Bell
Ringers or the King’s Choir. 

The King’s Choir leads the con-
gregation during Mass in enthusias-
tic singing and praise to our God
and Savior.

After Mass, when timely,
Bernie Sans will play a postlude of
sacred music. I am afraid most peo-
ple do not hear the postlude, as they
are too busy leaving church. 

Sunday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday at 5:00 is our Life Teen

Mass. It is, of course, geared
toward teenagers but is enjoyed by
all ages. Music is provided by the
Music for Life Band and is very
lively.  This Mass is perfect for
families as you will not hear your
children say “but it’s boring.” 

This Mass is followed by a Life
Night which is for teens in grades 9
through 12. If you are looking for
something a little different please
join us at 5 o’clock one Sunday
evening. You will not be disap-
pointed!

What Mass Do You Attend?

Catholics may choose cremation, provided it in no way expresses a
denial of the Catholic teaching of the dignity of the body, created by
Almighty God to be a temple of the Holy Spirit and destined to share fully
in the resurrection of the just on the Last Day.

The church recommends that the body be cremated after the funer-
al, thus allowing for the presence of the body at the funeral Mass. When
pastoral circumstances require it, however, cremation and committal may
take place even before the funeral liturgy.

Cremated remains should be placed in an urn or other suitable con-
tainer and buried or entombed without delay, in the ground, at sea, or in a
columbarium.

Cremated remains should not be scattered, kept at home or com-
bined with other remains. These practices are inconsistent with the due
respect and honor that the church wants to preserve for her departed chil-
dren.

Did you know?

Ashes to Ashes
Here are highlights of a new cremation policy for the Catholics in Florida.

Source: Cremation for Catholics in Florida, the Florida Catholic
Conference. For more information, visit www.flacath-conf.org

Small Faith
Sharing
Groups

The Small Faith Sharing
Groups will be meeting again for
six weeks commencing on/or
about October 14 through
November 18, 2007. Meetings are
held on Sundays at a different
member’s home and last about
one hour and a half. All parish-
ioners are encouraged to join Our
Faith Sharing Groups and be a
part of a community within the
community of Christ the King. It
is a good way of meeting other
parishioners and experiencing our
Catholic identity. Come talk and
share with others who also try to
find God in their daily lives. All
are welcome. Please contact Berry
Landers at 725-3574 for further
information.

Religious education classes for
parish children, grades 1-8, will
begin on September 5, 2007. These
classes are available for those stu-
dents who do not attend Christ the
King School. Registration for par-
ents will be on the 29th of August,
at 6:30 p.m., in the Blessed John
XXIII Hall.

It is every parent’s obligation
to ensure that each child is brought
up in the Faith. So, it is the mis-
sion of the program to work along
with the whole family to instill
morality and spirituality in the
hearts and souls of the children.
Parents, do not miss out on this
opportunity to fulfill your sacred
duty by enrolling your children in
the religious education classes.
Every year of their formative
young lives counts!!! 

For further information, please
contact Lucille Guzzone, Director
of Children’s Religious Education
for the parish, at 724-9617.

Religious
Education Classes
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Spotlight on History – Jerusalem – Pella 
by Bob Murphy

The city of Jerusalem lies on
the crest of the central range of
mountains which traverses West
Palestine from north to south -
thirty-five miles east of the
Mediterranean Sea and 13 miles
west of the Dead Sea.  Jerusalem
was built upon two hills, an east
hill, Mount Moriah, and a west hill,
Mount Sion (Zion) which extend
south from the central range.  The
two hills are divided from each
other by a central valley, called by
Josephus,1 the valley of the
Tyropocon.

The name of Sion (or Zion) was
given to the west hill, which is
larger and higher (2558 feet) than
the east hill (2443 feet) and was
presumed to be the site of the
original city. However,
archeological explorations in the
mid and late 20th century show
conclusively that the early city was
actually built on the east hill,
Mount Moriah, south of the site of
the Temple.  Today, the site of the
destroyed Jewish Temple on Mount
Moriah is under Moslem control
and is popularly known as the
Temple Mount (Haram esh-Sharif).
Set upon the Temple Mount is the
gold-topped shrine, Dome of the
Rock, which can be seen from
almost anywhere in Jerusalem. At
the southern end of the Temple
Mount is the al-Aksa (or, al-Aqsa)
mosque. Below the Temple Mount,
Jews pray at the Western Wall
(Kotel ha-Ma’aravi) known to
some as the “Wailing Wall”. See
Appendix on pages 13-15.

The House of Herod:
37 - 4 BC Herod the Great:
After the death of Herod the Great,
the Romans divided his kingdom
among his three sons, and none of
them was called King of  the  Jews.

4 B.C. – 39 A.D. 
Herod Archelaus ruled Judea
after the death of his father. 

In Matthew 2: 22,  Joseph,
having been warned in a dream,
decided to take his family north
to Galilee, because he was
afraid of Archelaus. Archelaus
ruled badly, and the Romans
removed him after ten years,
replacing him with a Roman.

Herod Phillip was tetrarch of
the Golan Heights, Iturea,
Gaulanitis, and Trachonitis. 

Herod Antipas was tetrarch of
Galilee and Perea. 

41 – 44 A.D. Herod
Agrippa (Agrippa I)

48 -100 A.D. Julius
Marcus Agrippa, Son of
Herod Agrippa   (Agrippa II)
37 – 4 B.C. HEROD THE
GREAT

Herod was governor of Galilee,
and his older brother prefect of
Jerusalem, when their father,
Antipater, governor of Palestine,
died in 43 B.C., poisoned allegedly
by a tax-collector.

In the ensuing struggle for
power, Herod’s brother was
imprisoned and committed suicide.
A rival seized the throne and Herod
fled to Rome where the Senate
proclaimed him King of the Jews in
40 B.C.

With the support of Roman
forces, Herod then returned home,
suppressed all opposition and
assumed the throne.  Among his
first building projects was the
construction of a splendid castle at
the Northwest corner of the temple
area that he named Fortress
Antonia, in honor of Mark Antony.
It was in this building that Pontius
Pilate had his praetorium, where
Jesus was condemned to death.

In 19 B.C., he also set about re-
building the Temple.  He enlarged
the sanctuary by extending the
galleries to the fortress of Antonia
on the north and connecting it on
the south with the site of Solomon’s
palace.  The opening of the new
Temple took place in the year 10
B.C., but thousands of laborers
worked on it until 63 A.D.2

He also built a second palace at
the northwest angle of Mount Sion
and flanked it with three superb
towers – Hippicus, Phasael and
Mariamme.  The siege map of
Jerusalem 70 A.D. shown below is
not very clear, but on it you should
be able to locate the Temple area in
the upper right (northwest) corner,
as well as the Fortress Antonia
north of the Temple.  Herod’s
second palace is across the valley
to the west on Mount Sion at the
northwest angle of the first wall in
the Upper City

Herod was nearing the end of
his reign, when Jesus was born at
Bethlehem.  A few months after the
visit of the three Wise Men of the
East and the massacre of the
Innocents, he died of a hideous
malady in 4 B.C. 

“Josephus records3 that
Herod’s final illness was
excruciating (Ant. 17(6)):But
the disease of Herod grew more
severe, God inflicting
punishment for his crimes. For
a slow fire burned in him which
was not so apparent to those
who touched him, but
augmented his internal distress;
for he had a terrible desire for
food which it was not possible

to resist. He was affected also
with ulceration of the intestines,
and with especially severe
pains in the colon, while a
watery and transparent humor
settled about his feet. 
He suffered also from a similar
trouble in his abdomen. Nay
more, his privy member was
putrefied and produced worms.
He found also excessive
difficulty in breathing, and it
was particularly disagreeable
because of the offensiveness of
the odor and the rapidity of
respiration. 
He had convulsions also in
every limb, which gave him
uncontrollable strength. It was
said, indeed, by those who
possessed the power of
divination and wisdom to
explain such events, that God
had inflicted this punishment
upon the King on account of his
great impiety.”

From Josephus’ descriptions,
some medical experts propose that
Herod had chronic kidney disease
complicated by Fournier’s
gangrene4. 

Few people would be saddened
by his death.  Among the many
people he murdered were family
members, including, Mariamme
(Miriam) the second of his ten
wives and her two sons by him, yet
he strictly abided by Jewish dietary
laws, prompting Augustus Caesar
to proclaim: “I would rather be
Herod’s pig than his son.”

The death of Herod is important
in its relation to the birth of Christ.
In Chapter 17, 167, of his Jewish
Antiquities, Josephus gives the
length of Herod’s reign as thirty-
seven years from the time he was
appointed by the Romans in 40
B.C.  He fixes the death of Herod in
the spring of 750 A.U.C., or 4 BC.,
following a lunar eclipse.  Christ
was born before Herod’s death
(Matthew 2:1), but how long before
is uncertain: the possible dates lie
between 746 and 750 A.U.C.5

Note: Flavius Josephus uses
A.U.C. as a date:  

A.U.C. = Ab urbe condita is a
Latin phrase meaning “from the
founding of the city” (Rome). A
method sometimes used by the
Romans to calculate the year.
More commonly, they simply
used the names of the two
Consuls who served for one
year.  The traditional date for
the founding of Rome of April
21, 753 BC was initiated by
Varro. 

The correctness of Varro’s
calculation has not been proved
scientifically but is still used
worldwide.  Marcus Terentius
Varro (116 BC – 27 BC) was a
Roman scholar and writer, also
known as Varro Reatinus to
distinguish him from his
contemporary Varro Atacinus.

But if Herod counted his regnal
years from when he actually ruled
Judea beginning in 37 B.C., he may
have died in 1 BC., perhaps after
the total lunar eclipse that was
visible from Jerusalem on January
9, 1 B.C. Modern scholarship
presents evidence corroborating the
date of Herod’s death as 1 BC.,
based on a printer’s typesetting
error of the manuscript Antiquities
in the year 1544. 

4 B.C. – 37 A.D. Herod
Antipas was tetrarch of Galilee
and Perea. 

In the New Testament, he is
called Herod the Tetrarch.
Herodias, cousin of the Herods -
Archelaus, Phillip and Antipas -
first married and divorced an uncle
living in Rome, then married
Philip, and then divorced Philip to
marry Antipas. When John the
Baptist preached against this
marriage, Antipas had him thrown
into prison. The daughter of
Herodias by her first marriage is
unnamed in the New Testament,
but she is called Salome (a
common name in the family) in
later accounts. At her mother’s
prompting, she requested the head
of John the Baptist on a platter, and
Antipas ordered John beheaded.
(Mark 66)In Mark 8:15, when Jesus
warned the disciples against the
leaven of the Pharisees and of
Herod, he was talking about Herod
Antipas. Antipas was also the fox
that the Pharisees warned Jesus
about in Luke 13: 31.Antipas
presided over Jesus’ trial in Luke
23, and with Pontius Pilate, the
Roman procurator of Judea 26-36
A.D., determined Jesus’ death
sentence on Good Friday. John and
Peter refer to the decision of
Antipas and Pontius Pilate to
execute Jesus in Acts 4: 27.
41 – 44 A.D. Herod
Agrippa:  (Agrippa I)

King Herod Agrippa I was a
grandson of Herod the Great and
Mariamne, son of Aristobulus, and
brother of Herodias.  In 41 A.D.
Judea and Samaria were given to
him by the Emperor Claudius,
whom he had helped to the throne7,
so that the whole kingdom which
he then governed was greater than
that of Herod, his grandfather. He
seems to have had great zeal for the
law, and this family characteristic,
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together with his ambition to
please the people, may explain why
he imprisoned the Apostle Peter
and beheaded the Apostle James,
John’s brother and son of Zebedee
(Acts 12:1-3). Herod Agrippa’s
death is described in Acts 12:21-23;
“he was eaten up by worms, and
breathed his last.” He died at
Cæsarea during a grand public fes-
tival; when the people having heard
him speak cried out, “It is the voice
of a god and not of a man”, his
heart was elated, and “an angel of
the Lord struck him, because he
had not given the honor to God”.
Josephus gives substantially the
same account. His death occurred
in 44 A.D., in the seventh year of
his reign (four years as Tetrarch and
three years as King), when he was
fifty-four years old. 

48 – 100 A.D.      Julius
Marcus Agrippa
(Agrippa II)

Julius Marcus Agrippa, the last
important descendant of King
Herod the Great, ruled 48-100 A.D.
He was the son of King Herod
Agrippa I and his wife Cyprus.  He
was sixteen or seventeen when his
father died unexpectedly in the
summer of 44 A.D.   Julius Marcus
was too young to be king and his
father’s territories became a Roman
province. 

The Roman government was
obliged to offer the disinherited boy
a kingdom of his own.  In 48 A.D.,
his uncle Herod of Chalcis died, a
brother of his father. (Chalcis was
an independent town, halfway
between Beyrouth and Damascus.).
This territory was given to Julius
Marcus.  It is probable that he was
also responsible for the temple in
Jerusalem, since he had the right to
appoint the high priest. 

The Emperor Claudius added
the territories that had once been
ruled by his father’s uncle Philip to
his realms: the Golan Heights and
several adjacent countries.  To con-
trol him, Claudius appointed a
powerful procurator in Samaria and
Judaea, Marcus Antonius Felix, the
brother of Claudius’ adviser Pallas.
(Drusilla, the daughter of Herod
Agrippa I, would later marry
Felix,)  One year later, Claudius’
successor, Nero, added the city of
Tiberias (the capital of Galilee) and
parts of Peraea (the east bank of the
river Jordan). 

The young king took his resi-
dence in Jerusalem and Caesarea.
In the first city, he enlarged the
royal palace and renovated the tem-
ple; in the second, he met the
Apostle Paul in 58 A.D. These two
towns were also the residences of
the Roman governor of Judea, and
they must have cooperated closely.

There is no record that Julius
Marcus Agrippa (Herod Agrippa II)

ever married.  Queen Berenice of
Cilicia, also a client ruler of Rome
was sister to Julius Marcus; had
been married three times and after
each marriage ended, through death
or desertion, she would return to
her brother Agrippa.  It was before
Queen Berenice and her brother,
King Agrippa, that Saint Paul
pleaded his case at Caesarea
Maritima in 59 A.D.

In 63 A.D., the temple was
completed, which caused some
unrest among the artisans now
unemployed.  It was not the only
disturbance. In 65 or 66 A.D., the
situation escalated, when Julius
Marcus Agrippa was in Alexandria;
people were killed in a tax riot and
the Roman governor Gessius
Florus crucified some bystanders.
Agrippa’s wife, Berenice, wit-
nessed the atrocities, but was
unable to prevent them. Agrippa
returned, delivered a speech to dis-
suade the Jerusalem populace from
revolt, but failed. 

After October 30, 66 A.D., with
the failure of the Roman Legate,
Cestius Gallus and the 12th
Legion8 to put down the Zealot’s
rebellion, King Agrippa realized
that war between the Jews and the
Romans had become inevitable and
he made the decision to side with
the Romans.  

Seizing the opportunity that
Agrippa’s decision offered,
Simon9, the second Bishop of

Jerusalem, with the apostles, pres-
byters and all the Christian commu-
nity, most of whom were converts
from Judaism10, decided to take
refuge in Pella, in the kingdom of
Agrippa, before further violence
and the subsequent  siege of the
city11. 

Certainly, the Christians would
have recalled Christ’s prophecies,
and that would have been enough,
but there is also a tradition, found
in Eusebius12 that the Christians of
Jerusalem fled from the city to
Pella just prior to the time of the
revolt because of a certain oracle
given by revelation before the war.

1 Wikipedia: Flavius Josephus, 
Jewish Antiquities

2 Josephus, Ant. Jud.  XX, ix, 7
3 Wikipedia: Herod the Great
4 Ibid
5 Ibid XVII
6 Cf. Luke 9:7-9
7 Josephus, Ant. Jud., XIX, iv, 1
8 Acts 26
9 Ibid, XX, xxi
10 Simeon, son of Cleophas, also 

called the Lord’s brother, 
Matthew 13:55; John 19:25

11 Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History. 
IV, v

12 Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume 
XI, Online Ed., 2003, also, cf. 
St. Epiphanius, “De Mensuris” 
(my translation: Regarding the 
course of action

13 Eusebius, Hist. Eccl 3,5,31

— Aelia Part I — 37 B.C. – 135 A.D.

by Richard Pergano

During my summer assignment I read our present Holy Father’s first
encyclical “Deus Caritas Est” (God is Love) and was deeply moved. 

Pope Benedict XVI through his encyclical aimed to provide the
Universal Church some qualifications concerning love. In the Holy
Father’s words he wanted to “clarify some essential facts concerning the
love which God mysteriously and gratuitously offers to man, together
with the intrinsic link between that love and the reality of human love.” 

Pope Benedict divided this encyclical in two parts. Part I is entitled
The Unity of Love in Creation and in Salvation History. Part II is entitled
Caritas, The Practice of Love by the Church as a “Community of Love.”

In Part II of Deus Caritas Est His Holiness stated that “the Church can
never be exempted from practicing charity as an organized activity of
believers, and on the other hand, there will never be a situation where the
charity of each individual Christian is unnecessary, because in addition to
justice man needs, and will always need, love.” 

This excerpt from Pope Benedict’s section on the practice of love by
the Church as a community of love rings true in regard to my experience
at Christ the King. 

I arrived at Christ the King May 24, the night of the ministry dinner.
As I went around the room introducing myself to people and getting to
know the history of the parish I realized that the Lord put me in a very
active and loving community of Christians. The faithful ministers I was
privileged to meet embraced me with open hearts and genuine hospitali-
ty. I knew from the beginning that God’s love was truly present.

Late in the spring of 2007 I was informed that I would be sent to
Christ the King for my first summer assignment for the Diocese of St.
Augustine. I didn’t realize that Christ the King would open up my heart
to a deeper understanding of what the pope meant through Deus Caritas
Est.

God’s love through Christ the King continued to reveal itself as I went
to Georgia with the middle school students involved in the EDGE pro-
gram. A young man, during adoration, opened himself up to God and

prayed from the heart experiencing God’s miraculous love for the first
time. Not only did this event change his life but it changed mine as well.
God in fact touched many if not all of the young people on that trip.

The other experience that truly highlighted God’s love present at
Christ the King happened one Sunday at the 11:00 a.m. Mass. It was time
for collection at Mass and a resident of the Harbor House reached deep
into his pocket and pulled out every coin he had and placed them into the
collection basket. This moved me so deeply that before I could even think
of what happened a few tears were already in my eyes. 

There is nothing like witnessing God’s love manifesting itself right
before your very eyes. I have experienced many moments in my time here
at Christ the King where I recognized how present God’s love is. I have
only spent a couple of months here but the fruits of my visit will satiate
me forever. So I can only thank you for being the loving parish that you
are and openly responding to the necessary call to be a community of
love.

As I finish this article I realize that my time here at Christ the King
has come to a close. Midnight is at draw and my next day urges me to
begin a new chapter in my life. I leave you with a final note of inspiration,
my favorite quote from the encyclical: “The one who serves does not con-
sider himself superior to the one served, however miserable his situation
at the moment may be. Christ took the lowest place in the world—the
Cross—and by this radical humility he redeemed us and constantly comes
to our aid. Those who are in a position to help others will realize that in
doing so they themselves receive help; being able to help others is no
merit or achievement of their own. This duty is a grace. The more we do
for others, the more we understand and can appropriate the words of
Christ: ‘We are useless servants’.  (Lk 17:10) We recognize that we are not
acting on the basis of any superiority or greater personal efficiency, but
because the Lord has graciously enabled us to do so… To do all we can
with what strength we have, however, is the task which keeps the good
servant of Jesus Christ always at work: ‘The love of Christ urges us on.’”
(2 Corinthians 5:14)

God is Love at Christ the King
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return to the Diocese of St.
Augustine for assignment.

What’s next?

That’s up to Bishop Galeone, of
course.

With Father David’s
educational background in
secondary education and his
experience, he could well be
assigned to the Diocesan
Education program, which offers
many opportunities in teaching and
administration.

Vocation development which is
ongoing and increasing to meet the
challenge of our changing times,
could lead to a work in a
Seminarian Formation Program.

Father David has training in this
field and commitment of purpose,
with proven results in the past.

Then there’s the position of
being an Associate Pastor and after
a qualifying time even Pastor of a
parish; there is little doubt in my
mind that he will progress beyond.

Father David has experienced
many challenges on his road to
priesthood. He has had a
challenging road in education and
program formation. He is hard
working, dedicated to purpose and
committed to every position he
assumes. His job experience is
evident. In whatever position, he
will perform! 

We look forward to having
Father David in our midst!

by Frank Becht

In the February 2005 issue of the
Courier an article titled “Priest of
Tomorrow” was published when
Seminarian David Ruchinski spent
his pastoral year at Assumption
Parish. Upon his ordination in
June 2007, another article
featuring the ordination to the
priesthood of Deacons David
Ruchinski, Robert Trujillo and
Steven Zehler was published in the
June 2007 issue of the St. Augustine
Catholic.

Father David, 37 years of age,
was born in Warren, Ohio, and
adopted at birth by Donald and
Shirley Ruchinski, however,
David’s mother died of cancer
when he was 13 years of age. He
was adopted by Dave and Sue
Ashcraft another Warren, Ohio
couple. He attended St. Mary’s
Catholic Church, Catholic grade
schools and graduated from John F.
Kennedy High School at the age of
17. 

Early on, he felt he might like
to become a priest, so he enrolled at
the Pontifical College Josephinum
in Columbus, Ohio for the
Youngstown, Ohio Diocese upon
graduation from high school. He
majored in English and minored in
Philosophy, graduating at the
young age of 20. His bishop
wanted him to spend another year
before allowing him to enter
theology because of his young age.
This not being to his liking, he
entered Ohio State University
where he sought a Masters degree
in English. He accomplished this in
two years, while serving as a
graduate teaching associate. 

During his tenure at Ohio State,
David met a young lady with whom
he fell in love and considered
marrying. Still having a feeling for
the priestly vocation, David
decided to wait one year since his
fiancée had taken a job in Japan.
His desire to continue in the
seminary seemed to be gone, but
about that time David stumbled
into a position that brought him to
Jacksonville. He had met Father
Michael Houle, President of

Bishop Kenny High School, while
at Josephinum Seminary.

At Bishop Kenny, David taught
English from 1992 to 1997. While
at Bishop Kenny, he enrolled in the
graduate school at University of
North Florida for a Doctorate in
Education. It took him six years to
complete the doctorate on a part-
time basis. Meanwhile, in 1997, he
took a job at Episcopal High
School as an English teacher and
yearbook advisor, which he held
until 2000.

While at Episcopal, a friend at
Lutheran Social Services asked
David to design a program for
refugee teenagers unable to speak
English which would help them in
adjusting to their new environment.
From 2000 to 2002 he worked with
youngsters providing them with
English classes, cultural orientation
and counseling as needed. He was
able to complete his doctorate in
educational leadership at UNF and
the idea of a priestly vocation
returned.

In early 2002, he began to pray
seriously for his vocation and in
May of that year he met with Father
John Tetlow, then Vocations
Director, who arranged an
interview with the Vocations Board
who recommended him for the
priesthood. Bishop Galeone, an
alumnus of North American
College in Rome, sent David there
for his studies. He later learned that
Father John Tetlow had urged the
bishop to send him to Rome,
suggesting the need for a
“challenge.” 

Why Rome with all the many
very noteworthy seminaries in the
United States?  Studying in Rome,
David was challenged by having to
learn a new language, a new
culture, and a new academic
system. He feels that the education
he received is on par with our best
in the United States, but having
seminarians attend in Rome would
help maintain a close relationship
with the Holy Father. David relates
that Monsignor Kevin McCoy,
Rector of the North American
College, said that the main reasons
bishops send men to study in Rome
are “Location, Location, Location.”

David was ordained to the
Deaconate in Rome in October
2006, which was a memorable
event along with having attended
North American College.  He was
eligible for ordination to the
priesthood in June 2007, which
many witnessed at the Cathedral-
Basilica of St. Augustine. 

Father David has not yet
completed his theological studies;
he is returning to The North
American College in Rome in
September to complete his
Licentiate degree in Sacred
Theology (STL) with an emphasis
in Seminary Formation. Upon
completion in July 2008, he will

Father David Ruchinski

SSuunnddaayy  MMoorrnniinngg  BBiibbllee  SSttuuddyy
OOppeenn  ttoo  EEvveerryyoonnee

FFiinndd  uuss  iinn  tthhee  rreeccttoorryy  aatt  99::2255  aa..mm..
WWee  wwiillll  bbee  tthheerree  eevveerryy  SSuunnddaayy  mmoorrnniinngg

aafftteerr  LLaabboorr  DDaayy..
WWhheetthheerr  yyoouu  aatttteenndd  tthhee  eeaarrllyy  MMaassss

oorr  aa  llaatteerr  oonnee,,  ccoommee  jjooiinn  uuss..
WWee  wwiillll  bbeeggiinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr  wwiitthh  aa  ssttuuddyy  ooff

RRoommaannss..

Parish Nurse Ministry
Parish Nursing combines professional nursing
and health ministry. Parish nursing emphasizes
health and healing within the faith community
of Christ the King. The philosophy of parish

nursing embraces four major concepts: spiritual
formation; professionalism; shalom as health
and wholeness; and community, incorporating

culture and diversity.

The Parish Nursing Volunteers will continue to
conduct blood pressure screenings on select
Sundays and will also be doing some new
things. If you need a speaker for a group at

Christ the King, more information, or would
like an opportunity to talk, please call Sharon

Meier Lutheran, RN at 398-3925.
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by Frank Becht

There has been a young man in
our parish spreading the love of
Christ en route to an extraordinary
vocation to the priesthood. His
name is Richard Joseph Pagano,
born July 6th 1982, on the memori-
al of Saint Maria Goretti, in Nyack,
New York. His mother’s name is
Ellen Ann Morgan; she is currently
working as a client representative
manager at Palm Coast Data, in
Palm Coast, Florida. His father,
Richard Donald Pagano is an IT
manager at Medco Health in
Parkridge, New Jersey.  

Richard moved to Palm Coast,
Florida when he was eight years
old and attended public school all
the way through high school. He
graduated with notable service to
the school through the Student
Government Association and his
affiliation with the basketball team
as their shooting guard.  

After high school, Richard had
not been able to decide what direc-
tion to take with his life. He went to
work at Grand Haven Golf and
Country Club where he worked in
the maintenance department. He
became an expert in golf ball
exploration, finding golf balls in
the most dangerous snake infested

cord grass, all the while dodging
golfer’s attempts at a hole in one.

Richard spent most of his time
in sports and relationships, mostly
social gatherings of all sorts. He
had no initiative to seek out a
degree because he was not sure
what he wanted to do with his life.
After a year and a half of work in
several fields, such as car trans-
portation, produce, and bussing
tables at a local restaurant, Richard
came to realize that his life was
going nowhere fast in Palm Coast.
He decided to follow his dream to
play basketball in college and
sought to “walk on” at a communi-
ty college in Bergen County, New
Jersey. 

A potential spot was opening up
on the team after the spring semes-
ter of 2002, so Richard decided to
have left knee surgery back in
Florida due to a pre-existing injury
from 1998. While in rehabilitation
he did not heed the advice of his
physical therapist and went out to
meet the mocking crowd at the
local street courts where he was
tempted into a game. In that game
Richard tore his ligaments again,
but this time in his right knee. 

He exclaimed in a loud voice to
everyone, “When God is trying to
tell you something you need to lis-
ten.” What was God telling him? To
simply stop following his own path
to happiness and open up to God’s
will. 

After the operation on his right
knee Richard prayed to God and
said, “I am doing everything wrong
and I need your help.” In rehabilita-
tion Richard received a Bible that
he read every day, which allowed
Christ to reach out and touch his
wounded heart and bring healing
and direction. 

Richard entered back through
the doors of St. Elizabeth Ann
Seaton in Palm Coast and opened

his ears and his heart to the Word of
God calling him out of his pool of
sin to begin a new life of grace.
From that moment on God adopted
Richard and directed him to his
mother, the Mother of God, at
Santa Maria del Mar in Flagler
Beach, Florida. Richard attended
two Masses every week on Sunday
to be built up by the sacrament of
the Eucharist. He attended youth
ministry meetings to offer his assis-
tance to the Youth Director. 

He met with Father John
Tetlow, the Pastor of Santa Maria
del Mar one afternoon after a long
day of work at a local cemetery.
After a four- hour confession and
spiritual direction with Father
Tetlow, Richard felt that this was
the first time in his life where
someone truly listened to him. This
began a grace-filled relationship
with Father Tetlow as his mentor
and spiritual guide. Father Tetlow
taught Richard many things, the
most prominent being the reality of
the spiritual life. 

In 2003, Father Tetlow asked
him to take full control of the Youth
Ministry program and Richard
became a full time employee.
Richard was drawn into the impor-
tance of evangelizing the Love of
God that he had received in prayer,
scripture and direction from Father
Tetlow. During his time as a youth
director he also took part time
courses at Daytona Beach
Community College and enrolled
in the certification program with
the Diocese in order to become a
certified youth minister. 

During the time that he was
youth director at Santa Maria Del
Mar, he energized the youth into
raising $40,000 which enabled 25
members to take an all expense
paid tour to Medjugorje under the
guidance of Richard and Father
John Tetlow. Richard had previous-

ly made a trip that captured his
heart for love of the Blessed Virgin.

While in a positive Catholic
relationship with a social worker
from Jacksonville, Richard began
to witness the beauty of the priest-
hood through Father Tetlow and the
beautiful example of Pope John
Paul II. Several weeks before the
Holy Father’s death, the day after
the Annunciation, Richard knew
that he was called to be a priest and
he had to leave all that he had and
go obtain the great treasure that
Matthew talks about in his Gospel
(Mt 13:44).

Richard has attended Ave Maria
University in Naples, Florida now
for two years and is completing his
Bachelors Degree in Philosophy
this year. Upon his graduation
Richard will go on to a major sem-
inary to study Theology more
extensively. He has been overjoyed
that Bishop Galeone and Father
Jason Trull, the vocation director
for the diocese, decided to send him
to Christ the King. Richard lives in
residence and is grateful to have
become a part of such a vibrant
community of faith. 

Richard is an energetic talented
young man. Christ the King com-
munity has been blessed with your
visit to our parish. Richard, we
wish you well and look forward to
seeing you soon in one of our
parishes.

Richard, Happy 25th Birthday!

While I am the listed staff
writer for this article, I must give
credit to Richard for his substantial
input. In addition to his many tal-
ents he is a good writer. This will be
a tremendous help to him in his
ministry. Frank Becht

Richard Pagano

by Stephen Yip

Like many altar servers, I began my ministry during the fifth grade.
Although I am now a junior at Stanton College Preparatory School, I still
continue to joyfully serve at Mass. Due to the longevity of my service, I
was asked by Seminarian Richard Pagano to help plan and facilitate the
upcoming Altar Servers’ Day of Celebration. Naturally, I was honored to
be trusted in such a capacity. I was also blessed to be able to work with
Seminarians Richard and Bernard, Father Zehler, Alain Guiteau, Melissa
Pollackov, Steven and Tim Vergenz.

Following a host of planning sessions, the day finally came. The
servers arrived and had plenty of time to socialize outside. The core group
led the kids to the Blanchard Hall where we all recited the Nicene Creed
as an opening prayer. After a name game and introductions we started the
real fun.

At Mass every week, altar servers handle and work with many sacred
articles and instruments. We figured that they should be able to know
those objects’ names. Richard taught the servers the names (the book that
the priest reads from is the sacramentary, the purificator is the cloth used
to clean the priest’s chalice, etc.) while the rest of the core group scattered
across the campus. The servers were split up into groups and tried to find
us. When they found a core group member, they had to give the name of
three objects based on the given definition. After doing so, they received
a small colored ball. Thus, upon receiving seven balls, they would return
to Richard at the Blanchard Hall, where they helped in welcoming the
returning groups. Following that tiring activity was something that every-
one was looking forward to — lunch.

Following lunch, the servers were given free time. There were sports,
crafts, and other activities for the servers to enjoy.

In order to help the servers focus more fully on God, Richard calmed
them down and led them in silent reflection. At three o’ clock, he led us
all in the Divine Mercy Chaplet; this seemed to have a powerful effect on
the children.

We then walked over to the Blessed Mother Kingdome and prepared
for Mass. Following a rather comical attempt to get all 32 children albs
that fit, Richard and I led the servers through that day’s Mass. Richard
decided to implement some changes to the way in which we serve which
I think will lead to a more spiritual experience for both servers and con-
gregation.

Finally, the Mass started. I often bear the cross that leads the proces-
sion, but never had I led such a large and splendid procession. The Mass
went very smoothly, with all the servers doing their work smoothly and
reverently. I was proud of all of them, especially when Father Zehler
bestowed a blessing on all the servers following the homily.

Following the Mass, the day was over. However, the experiences of
that day stayed with me for a long while afterwards. Throughout the day,
I interacted with my fellow servers, and I was impressed by their intelli-
gence, their eagerness to learn about the Church, and the energy they put
into everything they did. I am proud to work with these children in serv-
ing the Lord at Mass.

The fruit of Richard’s idea brought new energy to the Altar Servers’
Ministry. Although Richard himself is returning to his Seminary, his idea
should manifest itself each year. As for me, this day touched me not only
as a facilitator, but also as a server. I will do everything I can to help next
year’s Altar Servers’ Day.

Altar Servers’ Day of Reflection 
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Father Thomas McCarthy
by Jean Sell

About 20 years ago Monsignor Danaher asked Howard and me to
meet a Father Thomas McCarthy at the airport holding a sign with his

name on it as we had
never met him.
Monsignor said
Father was coming to
Christ the King to
help for the summer
and would we keep an
eye on him as he was
new here and did not
drive in America.
That was the
beginning of a long
and wonderful
friendship.

At that time
Father Tom – as we called him – played golf. His day off was on the
course with Howard, Sissy Kegan, Ray and Eileen Gleason and a few
other friends.

Howard, Fred Wheeler, and others would drive Father Tom to
hospitals, nursing homes, and houses when he had calls to make.

We went to Ireland one summer, and were treated like royalty at
Rockwell College where Father Tom lived at the time.

Father had two wardrobes so he
would not have to carry suitcases
back and forth. Every June I
unpacked his clothes at the rectory,
hung them in his closet, and in late
August I packed it all up again and
stored everything in a box and left
them in the same closet at the rectory
for the next year. 

Father would stop in New Jersey
coming and going to visit with
cousins Mal and Sean Maher.
Sometimes he made a trip to St.
John’s, Newfoundland to visit his
sisters and brothers-in-law.

Father slowed down the last
couple of years he was able to come
to Florida, but he was a dear friend to
all. He came to our house for
breakfast every Saturday, then after
breakfast he called to check on
family back home, brother Billy and
sisters in Newfoundland.

When Father returned to Ireland he called us almost every Saturday
about 8 a.m. I wait for the phone to ring yet, but our friend is gone. Now
he is taking care of us in a different way. 

Father Thomas, we love you and miss you.

They have been married for 65-
years and they still have a great
sense of humor. Once a few years
ago, a priest came to CTK to
encourage couples to attend
Marriage Encounter Weekends. He
invited all to come, young … old
… it didn’t matter. Afterward I
approached our volunteer and
asked him if he and his wife were
going. He said, “No. After 55-years
I’m afraid I’d find out I had made a
mistake.” 

Nothing seems to stop them
from participating in parish
activities. I see them at almost all
of the big events here at Christ the
King. Who are they? Why it is
Vernon and Emma Duncan.

Stephanie Chinault
introduced Christ the King

School’s Volunteer of the Year
Having two children, one in 7th

and one in 5th would keep most
people busy . . .not Tom McCrone.
Instead of relaxing or golfing or
fishing everyday of his retirement,
Tom chooses to go to school. Each
morning at 7:25 a.m. one finds him
in the parking lot supervising
morning safety patrol. From there
he typically checks into the school
office to follow up on the various
details of numerous committees
and projects he is handling. 

For example, Tom is the room
dad for 5B and 7A. This entails

planning Christmas parties,
attending field trips, collecting
fundraiser money, soliciting
Christmas Boutique gifts and
generally helping out. As the 7th
grade room parent, Tom arranged
the dinner, decorations, set up and
clean up for 8th grade Graduation
Dinner, and the Graduation
reception. 

As the co-sponsor of Safety
Patrol, Tom oversaw morning drop
off, worked the Spaghetti Dinner,
advertised and collected for
monthly school dress down days
and kept account of each student’s
Washington D.C. field trip. Tom
was integral in setting up for Spring
Carnival, Olympiad Day, and
training the faculty on CPR. 

Tom also acted as assistant
coach for girls’ basketball and
volleyball. Next year he will serve
on the Christ the King School
Board. Tom McCrone personifies
the Catholic parent who firmly
believes in the necessity of
volunteerism.

It was a wonderful evening as
we celebrated our love for all. May
God continue to inspire us, through
the example of others, to be as
dedicated as these volunteers so
our ministries at Christ the King
Church will continue to flourish. 

Christ the King
Ministries Celebrate

continued from the first page

See more pictures on page 22

by Darlene O’Neal

Barbara Smith was born in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania but
resided in Jacksonville for many,
many years. She was a longtime
member of Christ the King Church.
She was the widow of Joshua
Warren Smith, U. S. Army, Retired.
Her children are daughter, Patricia
Ann Smith and son, Jim Smith. Her
three grandchildren are Jim -  “J.P”
- , Barbara, and Bridgette. Great-
grandchildren are Felicia and
Warren. Barbara Marie Smith was

born on October 30, 1913 and died
on July 29, 2007.

Those are the published facts
but that doesn’t tell us about
Barbara Smith.

I had the privilege to meet Mrs.
Smith almost two years ago when I
first visited the Life Care Center.
She had fallen at her home and
broken both her hips and was
confined to a wheelchair when not
in her bed. As part of the Visitation
of the Sick Ministry, I carried the
Eucharist to her. She was always
happy and anxious to receive the
Body of Christ. She knew her
prayers and she let everybody
know that she was Catholic. Mrs.
Smith had a great sense of humor
and loved to play bingo. She was a

Red Hatter and had her
picture on the bulletin
board to prove it.

For a lady of 93 years
of age, she amazed me
with her knowledge of
Medicare and worldly
affairs. Mrs. Smith also
believed in making the
best of your situation and
always tried to cheer up
other residents. I visited
this lady every two weeks
and we became friends.
She and I shared many
family stories, and joked
about the Seminoles and
the Gators. I helped her
with her bingo chips
sometimes and sat with

her for a Sunday piano concert. To
have known her for such a short
time was truly a blessing. She will
be missed by all who had the
opportunity to know her. 

I n  M e m o r y  o f  
B a r b a r a  M .  S m i t h
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Harbor House
by Nancy Smith

In January, L’Arche Harbor House welcomed
home former live-in Assistant and House
Leader Amy Finn-Schultz, who succeeded
Patrick Mayhew to become the new
Community Leader. A native of South
Florida, Amy was selected from a
talented field of candidates for this
key position. 

Though she was drawn by the
opportunity to serve, the decision
was a difficult one. “I was unclear
about making a cross-country move
from California,” she reports. “I had
always thought I would eventually
move back to South Florida to help
with my sister, who has disabilities, but
moving back to Jacksonville was a new
idea.” Amy also had her job at a
California nonprofit agency to consider—
and the future of her fiancé Patrick Finn. The
two had met as graduate students in separate colleges
within the Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley. Patrick was willing
to move, but would there be an opportunity for him in Jacksonville?

“I was fortunate to be very much supported by my family and by
Patrick,” says Amy. “My mom thought the position was perfect for me,
and Patrick did, too. In the end, everything fell into place.” The couple
was married in Hollywood, Florida on December 30, and made the move
to Jacksonville soon after. Patrick has since taken a job working in a
program for homeless men at the IM Sulzbacher Center. Amy reports that
they have settled happily into an apartment in Riverside. In their spare
time, they enjoy the outdoor life in Northeast Florida, exploring the
beach, state parks and other recreational opportunities. 

Most of the time, Amy can be found on the grounds of L’Arche
Harbor House. Her goal, she says, is to “make sure that the spirituality of
L’Arche is central,” and to help live out the Mandate—a blueprint for the
community’s future that promotes quality of life for Core Members and
Assistants. She is well prepared to take on these initiatives. “A lot of what
I focused on in my master’s program in ministry involved Servant
Leadership and Jean Vanier, who, as founder of L’Arche, has written so
eloquently about the L’Arche philosophy and spirituality,” she said. “We
are all called to be servants first. This is one of the great lessons of
L’Arche and of the gospel.”

Saint Therese of Lisieux
A review by Sherri Bell of the book, Story of a Soul, by St. Therese of Liseux

Saint Therese of Lisieux was born to become a Saint. As a child she wanted to be
the bride of Jesus and to suffer for our Lord. The fullness of the love, graces and glory
that our Lord has offered was not something that she was going to turn away from. He
does not call those who are worthy but those he chooses to call. The Lord was not
attracted to anything she had but out of his mercy he chose her.

St. Therese was always questioning why the Lord had graced her little soul with so
much glory; her sister Pauline showed her a large glass and a thimble full of water,
asked her which one is more full? Her reply was that neither of them, they are both
equally full. Pauline replied that this is how God’s glory is the same for everyone. The
least have no cause to envy the greatest. 

Every flower has a beauty of its own and souls are the living garden of the Lord.
Our Lord’s love shines out just as much through little souls who yield completely to his
Grace as it does through the greatest. The divine sun shines equally on everyone as it
does to every flower in the garden.

St. Therese’s glory is now the measure of the suffering she went through on earth.
She offered herself a victim of love because she did not fear being a victim to the
merciful love of God. This was out of obedience to our Lord and not from personal
preferences. Her suffering went on until the end of her life which she was able to bear
because she knew that He was there with her. “We must share the sufferings if we are
to share His Glory.” (Rom. 8:17) 

Never once did she dwell upon the painful aspects of her suffering or think of what
she might have to bear. Theresa simply said “We who move in the way of love must
not allow ourselves to be disquieted by anything. If I did not suffer simply from

moment to moment, I look only at finding it impossible to be patient, but I look only at the present, forget the past and am careful never to anticipate
the future. When we surrender to discouragement or despair, it is usually because we are thinking too much of the past or the future.”

Communion at the
Free Throw Line 

by Carol-Ann Black

What does my title say to you? Not something that came to me in a
flash. Father Joe suggested there might be some special meaning to taking
Communion at the Free Throw Line. “Could make a good article for the
Courier”—-and he walked off.

So here are my ruminations. First of all, at Christ the King in the
summer of 2007 Communion at the Free Throw Line is necessitated by
the remodeling of our main church space. At some levels it is an
inconvenience to be in the gymnasium on folding chairs, but then what a
blessing the Blessed Mother Kingdome is for our parish family. Being in
the gym has put us out of our beloved patterns of sitting in a particular
spot with our usual friends around us. Fancy that—-we have rubbed
elbows with fellow parishioners we’ve not met in how many years?
Another blessing.

It is my understanding that to score from the Free Throw Line brings
an extra point to the team. That is a good thing. But how about we
consider Communion from the three Point Circle. Better point count for
sure. For a basketball player and his team scoring from the Circle yields
three points. It takes talent and practice. 

But Communion from the three Point Circle comes to us, not because
of any talent or effort on our part, but through the generosity of Jesus
Christ, the prayers of the priest, and the gracious efforts of the Eucharistic
Ministers. What a blessing. Way beyond three points here!!! Jesus gave
Himself to us as nourishment. He gave Himself for our salvation. That’s
two points. Perhaps, the third point should be our response to this most
wonderful of gifts, our prayerful gratitude for the Eucharist so readily
available to us and prayerful giving of ourselves to others as Christ gives
Himself again and again.
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Run to the Sacraments
by Jerry Sullivan

I think a large
number of Catholics
have lost their
understanding of the
purpose of the
sacraments. Our
mothers and fathers
pulled us through
baptism, the first
confession, first Holy
Communion and
confirmation. Our
parents took it as their
Catholic responsibility
to make sure their
children got “the
basics” of the
sacraments completing
their obligation and
commitment they
made during the Baptism of their spanking brand new baby.

Once confirmed your Mom and Dad backed off a little on stressing
the sacraments. Sacraments meant dragging you to Mass every week.
They also reminded you that by church law you needed to go to
confession and Holy Communion one time a year as a minimum. By now,
their little baby is not little and probably driving a car, liking either boys
or girls and having a part-time job at McDonalds which always includes
working on Sunday during Mass hours. Mom and Dad’s worry now boils
down to, “Did you go to Mass this week?”

The next hurdle is the sacrament of marriage. Generally, if you are
Catholic you understand that being married in church is preferred to not
being married in a church. Other than being the right thing to do, it also
justifies a larger wedding and more presents. The diocese has a policy of
attending Pre Cana classes before scheduling your marriage sacrament.
This makes sense in that you had classes for First Holy Communion and
confirmation. The unfortunate things is that these are scheduled classes so
you must do some planning to have the classes complete before that
magic day arrives when you would like to be married. This is your
responsibility to schedule and firmly communicate with your priest. He
sees you together at Mass every week but he is not a mind reader. He does
not know your intentions regarding marriage unless you tell him directly.
This is best done in his office with a scheduled appointment.

Surprise, priests like having appointments dealing with the
sacraments. These appointments are only superseded by funeral Masses.
It makes sense. Being a priest, they are charged by the bishop to perform
the Mass and make the sacraments available to their flock. Having the
sacrament of reconciliation outside the “10-second, 12- priest” mass
reconciliation twice a year or in line before Mass is a completely different
experience. It is a much better experience when you do not have the
pressures of the multitude behind you and your children-keeping track on
how long you are in the confessional to see who has the “baddest”
parents. You can have a meaningful conversation with your priest and
your God.*

Recently, I ran to the sacraments. I was scheduled for a hospital stay
that I was not comfortable with. As luck would have it was the weekend
before Father Joe McDonald’s going away party. I mentioned to him as I
was leaving Mass on Sunday that I would not be at his going away party
because I was going into the hospital. His immediate response was “Call
me at the Rectory and we could schedule an appointment to receive the
sacrament of the sick, reconciliation and Holy Communion.” I was dumb
founded that he was so receptive and I was so relieved. I did make the
appointment and found comfort in the sacraments and enjoyed our
conversation and his guidance. I had a totally different positive feeling
going to the hospital for some serious testing and possible surgery
knowing my spiritual life was in order.

More people should run to the sacraments for guidance and peace.
Our priests stand open armed to help and guide us. Remember, a casual
comment leaving Mass does not constitute communication to a priest.
They are just human like you and me. They need straightforward
communication and the best is to get on their calendar and talk to them on
a one-on-one basis. You need to take the responsibility to get on their
calendar; they cannot read your mind. Once you have taken the
guesswork out of the equation, you can expect the most fulfilling pre-cana
classes reconciliation, Holy Communion and sacrament of the sick
experience you have ever had.

*Reconciliation is available Saturdays from 4:00-4:50 p.m. in the
church

Mary - Hail Holy Queen,
Mother of Mercy

by Nick Klepac

Saint Alphonsus Liguori, a Doctor of the Church, wrote five complete
books, considered by most theologians, as the best Catholic books ever
written. All five books were placed into one volume under the title: The
Glories of Mary. I would like to share with you this magnificent
masterpiece about the Blessed Virgin Mary. All entries in quotes are from
the Glories of Mary written by St. Alphonsus Liguori, compiled August
11, 1868 and republished by Tan Books and Publishers, Inc., in 1977;
page numbers are provided in parentheses.

Using our logic, it is easy to see that Mary is a Queen, since her Son
is a King. The Church always used the title Queen Vice Empress, and for
good reason. Mary was, as we so strongly profess, the mother of our Lord,
but she was also human and although placed high above us, she was not
intended to be our judge. “Kings should, then, occupy themselves
principally in works of mercy, but not so as to forget the just punishments
that are to be inflicted on the guilty. It is however, not thus with Mary,
who, although a Queen, is not a queen of justice, intent on the punishment
of the wicked, but a queen of mercy, intent only on commiserating and
pardoning sinners” (13). God reserves the right to judge us and gave us
mercy through Mary. “...and that of mercy He yielded to Mary, ordaining
at the same time that all mercies that are dispensed to men should pass by
the hands of Mary, and be disposed of by her at will” (13).

Mary, being the mother of God, holds a special place in His heart, a
place that listens to her when she intercedes for us. St. Bernard put it very
well when he stated, “...she opens the abyss of the mercy of God to
whomsoever she wills, when she wills, and as she wills; so that there is
no sinner, however great, who is lost if Mary protects him” (16).  If we
want salvation, it would seem that we must have Mary on our side,
listening to us, helping us.  

Since Mary is our Mother by virtue of Jesus being our brother - all
children of God, as any parent, she is by nature obligated to love us.
“Since the very tigers, says our most loving Mother Mary, cannot forget
their young, how can I forget to love you, my children?” (31) Our Mother
loves us because we were recommended to her by her Son, just before He
died, “Woman, behold thy Son!” Mary suffered with Jesus, for us,
silently.  Mary knows that Jesus came to save us, and as a mother, she
willingly gave Him up, to save us.  She was part of God’s plan, and
willingly obeyed that plan, even though it hurt her terribly.

“Our Blessed Lady told St. Bridget that she was the Mother not only
of the just and innocent, but also of sinners, provided they were willing to
repent” (44).  All of us will be punished for our sins, be it in purgatory
assuming we repented or forever in hell if we didn’t.  The biggest key to
our salvation is our willingness to repent.  We must get help to fight sin
and what better way than recommend ourselves to our Mother’s care. “So
long, then, as a sinner is obstinate, Mary cannot love him; but if he
recommends himself to the Blessed Virgin, and implores her, with
confidence and perseverance, to withdraw him from the state of sin in
which he is, there can be no doubt but this good Mother will extend her
powerful hand to him, will deliver him from his chains, and lead him to a
state of salvation” (45).

Mary is our Queen, the Mother of God, the Mother of Mercy, our Life,
our Sweetness, and our Hope. Mary is our life, because she obtains the
forgiveness of our sins. She is our sweetness by obtaining for us a calm,
good, and happy death. There are many examples of men and women,
who faced with death implored our Mother, and she found a way to
convince her Son to give them a chance, to ask for forgiveness. According
to the words of the prophet Jeremias, “Cursed be the man that trusteth in
man.” How then can Mary be our hope?  Saint Thomas stated that we can
place our hope in a person in two ways: “as a principal cause, and as a
mediate one.” (83) Our hope is for a favor from our King, but as with all
kings, when a favor is granted, the favor is provided through an
intercessor. Mary is that intercessor. Since God desires that we show
honor to his Mother, then our hope given to Mary, is acceptable to God,
because she loved and honored him on earth.  Praying to Mary to assist
us is not heretical, it is desired and opens us up to the blessing of our
Lord. Our devotion to Mary is pleasing to God and as such we must
recommend ourselves to her care.

Let us end this article with a prayer to our Mother

Mary, Blessed Mother, Mother of Mercy, our sweetness and hope,
forgive us, help us, and guide us to your Son, our Lord.  Help us to be
kind, to love, and to forgive, as we ask to be forgiven.  Help us to be good
fathers, mothers, children, friends, wives, and husbands.  And most of all,
Mary, help us find a way out of our sinful nature.  Amen.
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by Janie Lee Reimer 

Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is
the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen.”
This verse is an excellent example
to describe the faith of a very active
couple in our parish, Berry and
Norma Landers.

Berry and Norma were both
born and raised in the country of
Panama. Berry was one of eleven
children having five brothers and
five sisters. Of those eleven
children nine of them immigrated
to the United States with their
father. His dad was always urging
him to come to New York where his
family had relocated; however
Berry was married by this time to
Norma and was employed as a
supervisor in the Canal Zone and
was very content with his life. To
please his father, he did come for a
visit but stayed only three days as
he did not like New York and
happily returned to his good and
stable life in Panama.   

Time moved on and in 1977
Berry received word that his father
had passed away. He immediately
left to attend the funeral in New
York. He had no intention of
staying but his sister showed him a
note that his father had written to
him before he passed away begging
him to come to the United States.
Berry was torn as he had a good job
that provided for his wife and
children; however, after much
thought and prayer, Berry
reluctantly agreed to come to the
United States. 

This was no easy decision for
him as Berry and Norma had a
growing family of four daughters
and a set of twins, a boy and a girl.
Even though Berry’s younger sister
sponsored him his thoughts were
centered on how am I going to
support my growing family? But
Berry and Norma had a secret
weapon and that was their faith.
Somehow they knew that God
would provide even though it
would not be easy. In Berry’s own
words, “We came to the States on
faith.” So in April of 1978 Berry
came to New York and Norma and
the six children arrived in August
of that year. 

Even though Norma was a stay
at home mom in Panama the couple
knew that it would not be the case
in New York City. Since Berry
knew the ins and outs of the
maritime business it was not long
though before Berry was working
in the risk management department
of a steamship company, Flota
Mercante Gran Colombiana in the
World Trade Center Building #1.

Norma’s story is a little
different as she had little work
experience, but Norma is a very
determined woman. After getting
the family settled and in school it
was time to look for work;
however, the very first week she
went out to interview at a hospital
there was a horrific snow storm.

There were few people on the street
but Norma made it to the personnel
office of St. John’s Hospital where
she says that she looked like a snow
woman, being totally covered in it.
The personnel person was so
impressed with her determination
that she had a job by 11:30 that
very morning! Later she transferred
to Mount Sinai Hospital where she
was a ward clerk.  

Life went on like that for quite
some time but Berry was not happy.
He really did not like living in New
York and the long cold winters
really got to him. He had thought
about moving but with a wife and
family one does not just pick up
and leave.   Berry and Norma knew
that God would answer their
prayers. One day as he was
perusing the employment section of
the paper he saw an ad for a claims
supervisor in Jacksonville, Florida.
The company was Crowley
Maritime. They were looking for
someone who was bi-lingual. Berry
applied for the job and was hired.
In May of 1985 the family moved
to Jacksonville. The company put
them up in an apartment while they
looked for a house and in a short
time they found just the right one
for them and they are still living in
that very same house today!

Berry has been with Crowley
Maritime for 22 years now and
Norma has been working at Shands

Hospital for 21 years and at the
present time is a customer service
representative. 

It would not be a surprise to
learn that one of the very first
things on their list after arriving
here was to find a church home.
This was not hard as when they first
set foot in Jacksonville they stayed
at the Scottish Inn which was then
located directly across the street
from Christ the King. God always
puts us where we need to be. Both
of the Landers were and are very
dedicated Catholics but something
was lacking according to Berry. He
said, “Even though everything was
going well in our lives we both felt
that something was missing. We
found what that was after we made
a Cursillo. Now we saw religion in
a totally different light. It is a life
changing experience. It moves your
Christianity from your head to your
heart.” 

After the Cursillo they knew
that God was calling them to
become more involved in parish
work. According to Berry, “It was
as if the Holy Spirit had hit us over
the head. If you want to be like
Christ you need to live like Christ
and always try to bring a friend to
Christ also.” 

Their faith was put into action
some years ago when one of their
daughters, Zuleika, went to the
hospital for a simple gallstone
operation; however, during the
operation their daughter’s pancreas
was punctured and it was touch and
go for quite a while. Zuleika spent
90 days in the hospital. The family
could do nothing but pray and pray
they did. The doctor later told them
it was because of their love and
prayers that their daughter is alive
and well today with two healthy
kids of her own. 

Because both feel so blessed by
God most of the couple’s free time

is spent in working for the Lord.
Norma is part of the RCIA team, a
Eucharistic Minister at the 9:00
a.m. Mass and does the Visitation
of the Sick Ministry which is very
meaningful to her. She also belongs
to St. Bernadette’s Circle and is
active in the Small Faith Sharing
Group. Her husband, Berry, added
with pride that Norma is also a
Notary Public. 

Her loving husband, Berry,
besides being part of the RCIA
team, is an usher and a greeter also
at the 9:00 a.m. Mass and is on the
staff of the Multi-Cultural
Committee as is Norma. He also is
still very committed to Cursillo and
continues to meet every Monday
evening as this was their life
changing event. At the present time
Berry has assumed leadership of
the Small Faith Sharing Group. He
has recently taken over from Alick
Hardie who recommended him for
this important ministry. Berry,
being the humble man that he is,
was hesitant to take on this respon-
sibility but our pastor, Father
Thanh, knew he was right for the
job and persuaded him to take on
this new task. He is looking
forward to the next session in the
fall and is planning to call a
meeting for the leaders of each
Small Group to get their input and
then he will make a decision on the
subject matter for the next session.

Berry invites all parishioners to
become active in a Small Faith
Sharing Group. The groups meet in
private homes to discuss important
topics of faith prepared by Renew
International and many a lifelong
friendship gets its start at these
meetings. 

This article about the Landers
would not be complete without
mentioning their children. As you
know there are six of them and all
are college graduates. The children
live here in Florida except for one
who still resides in New York. The
oldest, Ida, and the youngest,
Jeseyka, are both clinical
psychologists; the second daughter,
Luz Mila, is a dental hygienist;
Nilka, the third daughter, is an
occupational therapist; the fourth
daughter, Zuleika, is a surgical
nurse and their son, Beresford is an
attorney in Miami. Bravo! 

In closing Berry Landers said
that both he and his wife, Norma
are very proud to be members of
Christ the King. From the
beginning the Landers felt they
were welcomed with open arms
and are very much at home here.
Berry said that it starts with the
priest right on down to all of us. 

Berry and Norma Landers are
examples of people who have
walked their faith and by doing so
are realizing their potential. The
same opportunity is there for you
and me if only we place out trust in
the Lord. “For we walk by faith, not
by sight.”  2 Corinthians 5:7 

Walking in Faith 

“It was as if the Holy
Spirit had hit us over the
head. If you want to be
like Christ you need to

live like Christ and always
try to bring a friend to

Christ also.” 
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Living The Renaissance
By Frank Japour

Since late Spring 2006 the refrain of our parish family called for something to be
done about the “shabby” carpet and water stained ceilings and walls in our Church.
Having replaced and repaired the roof in 2005 the time had indeed come to focus on
the Church interior.  Make a plan.  An early inquiry into having our pews refinished
and reupholstered was akin to experiencing the “sticker shock” of buying a new car.
“Let’s see:  97 pews to sand and refinish, plus transportation…oh, and you want those
reupholstered?  Hmmmm, 400 yards of fabric plus labor…we can make those pews
look like brand new for a mere $90,000 and have those for you by early October.  Plan
“B” developed rather quickly.  

Next came the question of flooring.  The over ten-year-old carpet served well
beyond its expectancy, but to replace it with what…carpet, tile, wood? And what about
the acoustics?  Color etched concrete was proposed and a decision was made to
investigate the concept.  Various parishioners traveled around the country visiting
churches and other large venues with “treated” concrete floors and returned with
favorable reports. Aesthetically pleasing, liturgically appropriate (natural materials)
and reasonably maintained with moderate and consistent maintenance - the concept
was certainly a viable option. As many will remember, we set up a ‘test area’ in the rear

of the church in late April in which to apply several sample colors of concrete stain
to the floor.  The initial renderings were the subject of much opinion, mostly
unfavorable.  Perhaps providentially, or through word of mouth, a visitor attending
Mass here saw the “test area” and made a proposal to Father Thanh to “acid-etch” a
unique pattern in the concrete in various colors.  Several designs were rendered and
the process was detailed.  An agreement was reached and contracted.  The floor
project was to take four weeks, two of which no one could be on the floor (The
church mouse was evidently granted a dispensation).  

What about those pews?  No problem. On the first Monday in June about 20
stouthearted volunteers showed up and by mid-day Tuesday all the pews were
unbolted and removed to the parish halls. Nine thousand square feet of empty church
is a daunting challenge indeed but 97 pews crammed into the halls proved to be the
“opportunity de jour.”  Mike Klima and his band of merry minions undertook
learning a new skill-set…church pew reconditioning.  Over the ensuing nine weeks
the 97 pews and nearly 400 kneelers were totally reconditioned to include
dismantling (10,000 screws), repair or replacement of dilapidated particle board and
component parts, sanding… sanding… continued on page 18
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LITURGY

Altar Servers 
Interested youth 5th grade or older
and who have received First Holy
Communion. Once trained, they are
entered into a rotating schedule for
the Masses. Contact Diane
Longenecker, 642-5168.

“Extraordinary” 
Eucharistic Ministers
As an “Extraordinary” minister of
the Eucharist during the Mass you
would be asked to join the priest at
the altar, partake in communion and
help the priest distribute communion
to the congregation.  Candidates are
chosen by the Pastor as rec-
ommended by the priests and staff
members of the parish.. Nancy
Chapman, coordinator, 731-5724. 

Gift Bearers
Families, Individuals or Parish Ministries
who want to bring the gifts to the altar
during Mass.  Audrey Dodd - 724-2491.

Music Ministry
Any individual who has a talent with
music or can play an instrument or
just interested in the Singing Choir,
Handbell Choir, Funeral Choir, or
being a Cantor for Mass, call Bernie,
724-0080.

Readers 
A Lector does the readings and the
Prayer of the Faithful at Mass. If you
would like to be a reader, call Lucille
Guzzone, 724-9617.

Sacristans
We help prepare for the celebration
of Mass. For more information on
how you can be a Sacristan, call Nick
Debs, 744-8749.

Visitation of the Sick
“Extraordinary” ministers bring the
Eucharist to the homebound or hos-
pitalized. John Porter, 721-0489.

HOSPITALITY

Coffee & Donuts
Call Michael & Carol Warwin, 504-
7288 at 744-4302 to help greet and

serve after 7 and 9 AM Masses. Great
way to meet newcomers and
parishioners.

Mass Greeters
Welcome all who come to Mass. This
team may offer the only contact
many parishioners have in our faith
community. Great opportunity for
adults and families. Contact the chief
usher at the Mass you are attending
for more information.

Ushers
Men and women who commit to attend
the same Mass every week. They are
requested to wear a navy blue jacket and
to assist the  celebrant as needed.  Howard
Sell, 642-5079.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Altar Society
Individuals who care for the vessels,
vestments and linens used in the Liturgies.
Elaine Calloway, 724-8260.

Art & Environment Planning
Committee
Decorating the church and Gathering
Area, during different seasons of the
Church. Contact Terri Vogelsang, 744-
6310, on how you can help.

Beautification Grounds Committee
Individuals and families who want to
beautify the church grounds.  Meet the
third Saturday of every month, 9 a.m.-
noon, in the church parking lot by the
fountain.  Come  join us in beautifying His
yard.  Pam Jones ,722-3638.

Religious Articles Gift Shop
Volunteers staff the gift shop before and
after Sunday Masses. Maureen McCook,
642-2725.

Sunday Childcare 
For 9:00 a.m. Mass
Christ the King Childcare for your 1-4-
year-old child in the Child Care Center.
Free of charge. Care is provided by
parents and those students (13+) who wish
to obtain service hours. Must be willing to
be fingerprinted. Call Deborah Ethridge,
696-9726.

PRAYER MINISTRIES

Daily Eucharistic Adoration
We need people who are willing to sign up
for one hour a week so that someone is
praying all during the day. Adoration is in
the Sacred Heart Chapel, Monday-Friday,
from 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Call Claretta
Lamusga, 743-9998. 

Nocturnal Eucharistic Adoration
Held on the first Friday of each month
from 10 p.m.-6 a.m. There are eight
groups who rotate their hour each month.
If you would like to join us in this prayer
ministry, call Paul Ghiotto, 727-5040.

Prayer Network
One of our most rewarding ministries -
praying for others in need - spiritual, health
related, and other. Call Peggy Mills, 646-
9417.

GENERAL

Advent Tree
A program that puts smiles on  faces
of people at Christmas. Those who
share time and talent in this ministry
help put up the Advent Tree with
special paper ornaments.
Parishioners choose ornaments to
take home, purchase the gift, and
return the ornament with the gift
attached to it. Volunteers are needed
to help distribute the gifts to nursing
homes, orphanages, etc, call Patty
Stamper, 727-6916 & Pat Birch, 521-
6883.

Blood Drive 
Twice a year Christ the King Church,
along with the Florida Georgia Blood
Alliance, holds a blood drive, call
Karlene Simmons, 642-8319.

Christ the King Council of
Catholic Women (CKCCW)
Our board meets monthly,
September-June, to guide our eight
circles who meet at various times
during the month. Our General
meeting is the last Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m. We welcome new
members.  Monica Crisp, 721-2754.

Christ the King Clinic
Staffed by doctors, registered nurses,
and ancillary support people. They
donate their services the fourth
Saturday of each month, 9:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m., call Willie Blaquiere, 744-
6792.

Christ the King Courier 
Interested in publishing a
newspaper? We need  desktop
publishers, typists, proof-readers,
reporters,   photographers, etc. We
meet on  Wednesdays in the rectory
at 7 p.m. Rectory 724-0080 ext.307.

Elizabeth Ministry
This ministry deals with the joys,
sorrows and challenges of life during
the childbearing years and beyond. It
includes pregnancy/pregnancy com-
plications, birth, infant/child crisis,
special needs, miscarriage, stillbirth
and infant or child death. Call Wendi,
724-5579. 

Christ the King Fil-Am Ministry
In the spirit of establishing a church
with no “walls” the Fil-Am Ministry
is inspired to be one of many bridges
that will reach across to promote
friendship and appreciation among it
parishioners without regard to race
and language.
We believe that as a ministry we have
a great opportunity to share with the
community the vast treasure of
Filpino values embedded in our
traditions, culture and customs.
The Fil-Am Ministry is open to
everyone. Our meetings are held
every third Saturday of each month.
For more information please contact
the Imogene Praxedes, 737-4034 or
e-mail us at  CTKFILAM
@comcast.net.

Finance Committee
Committee members selected by the
pastor. Their work on the council
should be considered a ministry with
a commitment to stewardship.
Contact Father Thanh Thai Nguyen.

Habijax - Habitat for Humanity
Forms partnerships between those in
need and those who are willing to put
their faith into action by donating
their time, talent, and treasure to
construct new homes,  call Bill
Damato, 998-1417.

Militia of the Immaculata
Men and women who offer their
services to their pastor, to aid him in
performing spiritual works in the
parish. Members may be active or
auxiliary (praying).Weekly meetings
are held every Monday at 7 p.m. in
the rectory. James Scott, 642-0059.

Ministry of Hope
If you have lost a loved one you
know the anguish and suffering that
goes with that loss. Others have been
through this same trauma. The
Ministry of Hope brings those who
have suffered and those who are
suffering together. Call Sue, 221-
7143.

M.O.M.S.  
Ministry of Mothers Sharing, is
designed to encourage prayer, dis-
cussions, and friendships among
women of all ages. Debbie Ethridge,
725-1097.

Parish Council
The Parish Council is a consultative
body that the pastor can pray and
reflect with, and ask for assistance to
guide in the overall care/ministry of
the Parish and the enhancement of
its mission. Meetings are the first
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
in the Rectory. Call John
Klinkenberg, 724-5579. It is made
up of representatives (President,
Chairperson or Facilitator) from
each ministry in the Parish, as well
as representatives from the Finance
Council, Christ the King School,
Christ the King Daycare, Athletic
Association, Scouts, Knights of
Columbus, Marriage Encounter,
Sponsor Couples, and Wedding
Coordinator. Elections are held
every three years to elect a
President, vice-president, secretary-
recording, and secretary- clerical
from the body of representatives.

Parish Nurse 
Nurses who belong to Christ the
King Parish willing to volunteer
their time and talent to support the
ministry of health within the parish,
call Sharon Lutheran, 398-3925.

Queens and Kings (age 50+)
Our lively senior citizens socialize on the
second Sunday of each month from 1:30-
4 p.m., September through June. Do
come to enjoy! Call William Campbell,
724-3777.

from the desk of Frank Japour
sanding, the hand-rubbed application of eight gallons of
stain and two coats of sprayed polyurethane (did I mention
sanding and hand rubbed staining?).  While they were at it
they removed about two pounds of chewing gum wads
conveniently stuck beneath the pew seats.  (For the life of
me I can’t figure out why it is that people who care enough
about coming to Mass can so callously disrespect God’s
holy place).  

Sixteen pews were modified to accentuate the new
floor design and to make room for the relocation of the
Baptismal font.  The particleboard kneelers were replaced
with solid wood planking in preparation for re-
upholstering.  Greer’s Upholstery agreed to set up shop in
the parish halls and reupholster the pews and kneelers.
Next came the reassembly process; equally tedious,
difficult and labor intensive.  At this writing the pews are

Living the Renaissance
being returned to the main Church but
that’s another story in itself.  

Remember the “unbolting” component
in the removal process?  More oppor-
tunities abound! Nevertheless, this is a
good time and place to propose the
following minions for canonization:  Louie
O’Neal, ‘Buzz’ Bekkedal, Leo Milano,
Gene Salzman, and Sam Clements.  The
list of names of the volunteers taking a part
or parts in this project is extensive and all
will find recognition of their respective
efforts in due time.  These five men merit
sainthood for their selfless, unwavering
dedication and commitment to the success
of their prodigious un-
dertaking.  The results
speak volumes.  Did I
mention sanding and
hand-rubbed staining?

With the pews
removed, preparation
began for acid-etching
the concrete floor, to be
found somewhere
beneath the nearly two
full industrial size
garbage cans full of dirt concealed beneath
the carpet…10 years and 9000 square feet
of carpet adds up. The carpet was removed
and the 400 or so bolts anchored in the
concrete were ground off. Great care was

taken to ensure proper realignment of new
anchors to be installed. 

A chemical was applied to loosen the
glue which was then scrapped into gobs of
a foul-odored gelatinous mass.  The
concrete was then ground with mechanical
sanders, producing a concrete talcum
powder cloud so thick it actually burned
out the motor of an industrial ventilation
fan.  When the dust settled (vacuum, mop,
vacuum, mop, vacuum, mop…) the
prepared surface was then skim-coated
with a thin layer of cement which was to
become the canvass upon which the design
would be saw-cut and another opportunity

would be
provided to
vacuum, mop,
vacuum, mop,
v a c u u m ,
mop… It was
during the two
day drying
process of the
cement skim
coat that our
ill-mannered

church mouse chose to ignore the “Danger,
Wet Concrete” signs posted at the various
church entrances.  His dalliance is forever
preserved beneath the pews and he is no
doubt the envy of his peers with his cement
shoes. continued on next page
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Rectory Office Volunteers
Adults willing to volunteer a morn-
ing/afternoon/all day Monday thru
Friday 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.. Different
positions available: receptionist, cler-
ical, computer operator. Call the
Rectory at 724-0080.

Respect Life 
We are a ministry wishing to make a
difference in people’s lives by sup-
porting the Saint Gerard House,
Project Rachel, Respect Life
Pilgrimage and the Diocesan Respect
Life Program. Sign up at the Time
and Talent Fair in November, or con-
tact Jim Middleton, 743-3953.

St Vincent de Paul 
Emergency Assistance
We need volunteers to work in the St.
Vincent de Paul office in the rectory,
providing referrals, and assisting
people who need immediate help.
Hours are from 10 a.m.- noon,
Monday through Friday, 724-8442.

Sponsor Couples
Married couples needed to help
engaged couples discern if marriage
is for them. Jim and Mary Ann
Middleton, 743-3953.

Stewardship Committee
A committee appointed by the pastor,  
oversees the Time, Talent and
Treasure (TTT) program. Call Laurie
Plotz, 725-9015.

Vacation Bible School
A week long summer program (usu-
ally in July) for children ages 4-11
years to help deepen their faith and
involvement in the Christian commu-
nity. Fun for everyone. Call Barbara
Lesher, 646-2748.

Vincentians
We were founded by people who care
about the problems of those around
them. We care and would like you to
share the care with us. For informa-
tion on how to become a Vincentian,
call 807-7233, ext #1, and leave a
message.

Widow/Widowers Support
For those who have lost loved ones.
For information contact Claretta
Lamusga, 743-9998 or read your bul-
letin for the next meeting date, place,
and time.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Adult Education Committee
Committee to develop and imple-
ment an Adult Education program for
the parish. Program sessions are held
twice a year before Faith Sharing
Small Groups begin and are meant to
enhance faith sharing. Call Betty
Wheeler, 724-9662.

Emmaus - Young Adults
Young adults (18-39) coming togeth-
er in fellowship and to learn more
about their faith. Call Jennifer
Schmitz, 824-5656.

Faith Sharing Small Groups
Small groups of people meeting in
private homes to discuss the Sunday
readings, Scripture and current
events that effect our Catholic faith
contact Berry Landers, 725-3574.

R.C.I.A.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.
Preparing people to enter the
Catholic Church through an inquiry
and catechetical process. Call James
Scott, 642-0059.

Religious Education for Students
Opportunity for students grades 1-8
to learn/experience the Catholic faith
with others in their age group.
Sessions held August -May in the
school on Wednesdays, 7-8 p.m.
Sunday Mass attendance required.
Certified teachers are always wel-
come to apply, and volunteers are
needed on a regular basis. Call
Lucille Guzzone, 724-9617.

AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS

Boy Scouts
Troop 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys 6-12th grade. Meet
Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.,  in the Scout Hut, call
Fred Gardner, 710-3818.

Catholic Scouting Committee
Adult individuals interested in pro-
viding youth ministry through the
scouting program.  Meets four times
a year; organizes and implements
“Catholic Camporee” for all Scouts
once a year; attend spring awards
ceremony. Training provided, call
Donna, 641-0698/John 744-6573.

Christ the King
Athletic Association (CKAA)
Serves children (ages 5-12, boys;  5-
15, girls) who believe that youth ath-
letics provide valuable lessons in cit-
izenship/teamwork. Also, if you
would like to contribute toward the
cost associated with registering a
child for a CKAA sport, call Tim
Johnson, 727-7487.

Cub Scouts
Pack 5 sponsored by Christ the King
Church. Boys in grades 1 - 5. Dens
meet weekly in the Scout Hut, call
Scott Steele, 725-8929.

Cursillo 
A Renewal movement of individuals
in the Church who want to deepen
their faith and enhance their walk
with Christ, call Micah Ethridge,
210-5277.

Girl Scouts
Girls of different age levels that meet
weekly or bi-weekly in one of the
church halls after school or in the
evenings, call Becky Schroder, 805-
0204.

I. M. Sulzbacher
Individuals who give two hours of
their time to 400-500 men, women
and children the third Tuesday of
each month by saying grace, serving
dinner, and cleaning up the kitchen,
call Ann / Steve Franklin, 745-0627.

K’ Cees
Organization of Catholic Women,  an
auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus
Council 4727. They help/support the
Knights.  Meetings are in the Knights
of Columbus Hall on the fourth
Tuesday of each month at 8:00 p.m.
Call Darlene O’Neal, 724-2857.

Knights of Columbus 
Organization of Catholic men and
their families dedicated to promoting
concepts of charity, unity, fraternity
and patriotism. If you are a practicing
Catholic man,  at least 18 yrs. old,
and interested in fellowship with
people who share the same beliefs,
call Jose Praxedes,737-4034.

L ’ Arche Harbor House
Mutual ministry with members and
assistants, building community sup-
port and awareness to the needs and
gifts of the disabled members of the
L’ Arche Harbor House family, call
Patrick Mayhew, 721-5992.

CHRIST THE KING SCHOOL

Child Care Center
Adults wanting to share their talents
in three different subcommittees:
educational, plant facilities, and fund
raising, contact Theresa Little, 724-
7239.

Christ the King Catholic School
Grades Pre-K thru 8th grade. The
principal is Stephanie Chinault. The
school has many needs for volunteers
on a daily, weekly, and  monthly
basis. The school seeks assistance in
the office, cafeteria, library, and clin-
ic. Volunteers are needed as board
members and business partners,
room mothers, and speakers. Help
with the  yearly golf tournament is
also needed, call 724-2954.

TEEN PROGRAM

LIFE TEEN PROGRAMS, 
425-4215

Director: Christina Davis 

THE EDGE - Pre-Teen
This youth program is designed to
minister to boys and girls 6-8 grades
of all faiths from uniquely Catholic
base. Call Christina, 425-4215.

LIFE TEEN 
Youth ministry program with a
strong focus on the Eucharist. Meet
Sunday for 5:00 p.m.Mass. LIFE
Night (fellowship) afterwards. Call
Christina, 425-4215.

LIFE TEEN - CORE TEAM &
LIFE GOES ON
Over 18, have a love for teens, and
are not currently a parent of a teen?
Call Christina, 425-4215, for more
information on meeting times.

LIFE Support
Any adults, parents, relatives, neigh-
bors, etc. interested in supporting the
LIFE TEEN program. Membership is
open to all. Activities are creative,
fun, exciting, and diverse, call
Angela Christian, 374-3622.

Music for LIFE
Any adult with advanced musical
skills who is willing to help put
teens’ faith, feeling and thoughts
about God into words through song
and praise. Call Phil, 398-1961.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION

Marriage Renewal
A program designed to teach married
couples how to better communicate,
to strengthen and support Christian
marriage.  Contact John & Tina
Morrissey, 744-6843.

Pre Cana/ Engaged Encounter
For information on upcoming work-
shops and weekends, call 308-7474

Wedding Coordinator
Terri is the one to call to answer
questions regarding decorating the
church for your wedding. She also
assists the priests in wedding
rehearsals. Please call Terri
Vogelsang, 744-6310 as soon as you
have your date approved by the
priest.

Share your
Time &
Talents - 

Volunteer

The floor color was next applied to the
design over several days and when dried was
sealed and coated with a high gloss finish, fol-
lowed with several
coats of wax.  An
interesting aspect of
the process is that the
final coloration is
unique to the surface
with multiple varia-
tions a certainty.  To
make matters inter-
esting, while this
process was ongoing,
your Pastor, Father
Thanh T. Nguyen,
was vacationing in
Vietnam…but that’s
another story.

Next to be consid-
ered was the painting
of the walls and
repairing the water-
stained ceilings.  Remember the blue vinyl coat-
ed wallpaper?  Behind it lurked the evidence of
long term water seepage, not only beneath the
entire length of the stained glass windows on
both walls but 55 feet above the altar; hence,
removal of the wallpaper.  

Providentially for certain, Hilton Arevalo
and Pillar Painting submitted a proposal to
remove the wallpaper, prep and paint the walls.
What none of us knew at the time was that the
usual “project creep” normally experienced in
any renovation project would turn into “project

leap”. During the repair and painting of the
water-damaged ceilings, despite
replacing/repairing the exterior church roof in

2005, new leaks were discovered and
repaired under warranty, a blessing in dis-
guise.  

As the work progressed many questions
were raised as to where it would end? What
to do with the deteriorating wooden altar
and choir loft steps that required refinishing
at a minimum?  What to do beneath the win-
dows to protect the painted walls? What to
do with the organ chamber panels beside the
altar and the sound chamber some 40 feet
above the altar?   

George Crisp, another one among us
destined for sainthood, took the ini-
tiative and spent over 100 hours of
his personal time and hand carved,
sanded, and painted an elaborate
filigree framework to be hoisted
into the above altar sound chamber.  

What to do in the gathering
area and narthex, sacristy, children’s
chapel, and restrooms?  What colors to
use throughout? What designs?  As the
decision was made to move the Risen
Christ from the altar wall a patron was
sought and identified for the commis-
sioning of a hand-carved Crucifix.  

Through the extraordinary generos-
ity of Carlos and Diana Galavis, Watra Church
Goods’ wood sculptor, Rick Bagabaldo began
carving our Crucifix.  This too provided more
“whats.”  What color stain, what size, what

anatomical posture?  As the Corpus emerged
from the bass wood at the skilled hands of the
artisan, answers began to emerge also.  Such a
magnificent rendering warranted a magnificent
setting.  Through the generosity of an anony-
mous patron a travertine stone altar was put in
place. 

Of the many options a decision was made to
cover the walls with travertine stone, provided a
patron could be found to underwrite the cost;
none was but the walls were covered with
travertine nonetheless.  “The bitterness of poor
quality remains long after the sweetness of low
price is forgotten.”       - Leon M. Cautillo

There are many, many more aspects of this
extraordinary project where neither present time

nor space permits
elaboration.  In
all, the total reno-
vation costs will
a p p r o a c h
$300,000. 

Future work
remains but when
we celebrate
Mass in our reno-
vated Church for
the first time in
approximate ly
two weeks from
now, it will be

obvious to most all that God has assuredly
answered our petitions to enable us to glorify
Him in our collective efforts.  Christ is indeed
THE KING!
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by Frank Becht

As a youngster, family life was
very difficult growing up in the
Depression Era. Like most people
in those circumstances, I wanted
something better than “eking’ out a
living on the farm. So I decided on
going to the seminary; I was
unhappy with my life on the farm.
My family had great respect for
priests, especially my mother and
grandmother who thought a priest
could do no wrong. They
encouraged the thought.

I was an exemplary student and
seminarian through high school and
college. But like so many others I
was affected by the changing times
and culture that continues to this
day.

In early January 1951, I took a
“free day,” a day granted as a break
from the rigorous seminary routine
to re-charge students. This was a
day that I usually passed up
because of lack of money. But on
this memorable day in Chicago
with dinner and my first and only
time at the Chicago Theater I had
an opportunity to see and hear Patti
Page for the first time in my life.
Upon hearing the Tennessee Waltz
and other favorites of the time, my
life changed direction. At the end of
the school year I joined the Navy,
still not knowing what I would
ultimately do. The Navy brought
me to Jacksonville and The
Jacksonville Catholic Club, a
singles club where I met many fine
people, many of whom I know
today.

On my first leave home, I met
a fine young lady from a
neighboring parish near my home
in Southern Indiana whom I
eventually married and brought to

Jacksonville while waiting to be
released from the service.

In 1955, times were still tough,
salaries were low and jobs not that

plentiful. I moved several times
from job to job to improve myself.
In 1959 we came back to
Jacksonville that I had learned to
love while in the Navy. Betty’s
father once asked her “Can’t that
feller keep a job?” We had six
children of whom we are very
proud, all completed grade school
at Christ the King and graduated
from Bishop Kenny. All have
college educations and all make
more money than I ever did though
I owned my own business.

Life was great in those years of
raising and educating a growing
family and trying to purchase and
run a business. It is very self-
satisfying to know that you have
been instrumental in bringing so
many fine young people into the
world, to have helped them learn
the important values of life and
become responsible people to carry
forth those values.

It is sad to say but their life has
been more difficult than my own, in
spite of the better financial times
they have experienced. What they

have experienced that I did not is
the culture of wanting it all now
and not being willing to wait for it
and having to tend with the need to
“keep up with the Joneses’.” Peer
factor was something foreign to
me, my parents and my
grandparents.

Then there is the divorce factor
that has ravaged even our Catholic
community. It seems to be an
accepted style of living together
unmarried. It takes two salaries to
maintain the desired lifestyle.
Family life has suffered with many
one-parent families. Even two-
parent families find it hard to raise
a family with the values of the past
for they are unable to nurture and
cultivate children properly. The
draw and enticement of television
and computers ravage family life
severely. 

Many changes have occurred in
our church and communities over
the past 50 years that we did not

have to contend with in our day. We
accepted bumps in the road of life
as it was and made the best of
things as they were. We survived.

Marriage and family life
were sacred even though
there were many breaches
then and probably have
been for all time from
creation. These breaches
and breakdowns were not
sanctioned or flaunted as
they are today. They
brought sadness and
humility and prayer for
recovery.

Many children have
had things happen in their
lives that have been
heartbreaking and
disappointing to their
families. We know and
understand that they have

challenges we did not experience in
our family life. Lack of money and
things are simpler to deal with
compared to the peer pressures and
cultural demands placed on
families and relationships today. 

In 1951, I disappointed my
mother and grandmother and
families immensely when I decided
not to become a priest. Through the
wonderful marriage Betty and I
have, we have been able to replace
a disappointment with the
happiness of many children and
grandchildren to love and serve
God and one another. For we know
“Of all the love far and near, a
family’s love is most dear.” So I
hope the disappointment I caused
to my family is replaced with
dedication and “love of family.”

Inspite of the disappointments
and failure in our lives, we seek
through prayer, example and
encouragement that they too will
survive the challenges of life.

AA bb oo uu tt     FF aa mm ii ll yy

by Harriet Ellen Hughes
Adult Choir Member/Handbell
Ringer

What difference has the choir
found singing in the gym as
compared to singing in the church?
I was asked to compose an article
answering the foregoing question.
As I pondered the question, several
thoughts came to mind.  

First of all there are cosmetic
differences – in the gym we no
longer have carpeted floors,
padded seats, pews or gorgeous
stained glass windows. Rather we
have portable bleacher seats lining
the walls, small folding chairs and
a wooden floor that is painted with
lots of black, blue and red lines and
bright yellow circles. Of course
without carpeted flooring the
sound quality has got to be an

improvement and for the choir that
is a welcomed change (fortunately,
the renovated church will no longer
have carpeted floors either).

However, the question was to
contemplate the difference the
choir found in singing in the gym
as opposed to singing in the
church. I suppose we really need to
first analyze this just a bit.

Technically there is no
difference in singing in the church
as compared to singing in the gym.
As Father Joe McDonnell so
eloquently pointed out on May 27,
2007, the “edifice” is but a
building. The church is the people.

Looking at the gym and the
church, we can find lots of
similarities. In the gym, as in the
church, there is an altar on which
we re-create and celebrate the
sacrifice on Calvary. There are

bright flowers and candles,
including the Easter candle. There
is also a tabernacle which houses
the body of Christ. In the gym the
tabernacle is small and round while
in the church proper it is square
and a bit larger. However, each is
housing the body of Christ – the
foundation of our holy church.
“Wherever two or three are
gathered together in my name,
there I am in their midst.” There
are countless twos and threes
gathered together at any given
Mass on Saturdays and Sundays
and Christ is there as well whether
in the gym or the church or even at
times outside in the Grotto.

Another question comes to
mind – why does the choir sing at
all? What is their motive – no
matter whether it is in the church or
in the gym? The choir is singing

hopefully to give praise and honor
to our Lord and King. “Praise Him
with your singing.” “Ring out the
melodies of praise and thanks to
God. Ring out the Lord’s glory;
praise Him with your music.” The
choir through their music attempts
to offer such praise and in so doing,
assists others as well.

So, in answer to the question
what difference has the choir found
singing in the gym as compared to
singing in the church the answer is:
there is no difference. The gym is
the church – the church is the gym.
They are one and the same because
the church is not a building but
rather the people in that building.
“Our God is a mighty God,
unequalled in power, yet with
gentle mercy covers the earth.”
Certainly that includes the gym and
the church. 

AND THE ANSWER IS……
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Ministry Dinner
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by Frank Becht

In the February issue of the
Courier “The Knights Did What”
was an article describing the many
functions the “Bishop W Thomas
Larkin Council” was involved in
the Year 2006 in the Community of
Christ the King and the City of
Jacksonville. This writer made at
least one important omission,
which I wish to correct.

Brother Robert (Bob) J.
Deckert became a knight on
December 1, 1961, not too long
after the Arlington Council was
formed. He and his wife, Patricia,
have been active members in the
Knights of Columbus and Christ
the King Catholic Church.

In addition to being involved in
the Knights, Bob has been an usher,
Eucharistic minister and a faithful

money counter for several years.
He retired from the Caruso
Chrysler-Jeep Dealership a few
years ago. As result of Hurricane
Katrina he formed a partnership
with former members of the Fifth
Air Force, with whom he served
during the Korean War, to assist
victims of the Hurricane area.

The group of five former air
mates have gone to various church-
es and organizations to collect all
types of supplies that can be used
by hurricane victims- plastic plates,
forks and spoons, blankets, towels,
tissues and related materials, water
and limited clothing.

Most of the donations have
gone to St. Benedict’s Parish in the
New Orleans area but some to the
Biloxi, Mississippi area also. They
have made a total of 27 trips to Red
Cross and Salvation Army posts
delivering materials having an esti-
mated value of $8,000- $10,000.
They continue their trips to ravaged
areas on an “as needed” basis.

Members of Christ the King
and Bishop W. Thomas Larkin
Council should be proud of a mem-
ber who has spent many hours of
time and effort not considering the
cost of transporting these needed
materials to hurricane ravaged
areas! Thank you Bob Deckert and
your fellow service buddies!

NOT FORGOTTEN

REASONS TO
BECOME A KNIGHT

by Darlene O’Neal

Newly elected Grand Knight of
Council #4727 is Jose Praxedes.
Jose was born in Manila in the
Philippines to Isabel and Eduardo
Praxedes. He was two months pre-
mature and it is said he was small
enough to be carried in a shoe box.
Jose has three siblings; sister,
Marissa, lives in Georgia; sister,
Stella, lives in Australia and broth-

er, Rene, lives in Jacksonville.
Jose’s mother also lives in
Jacksonville with Rene and his
family.

Jose attended Catholic schools
and also St. John Bosco Tech and

Grand Knight Jose Praxedes pres-
ents a Certificate of Appreciation to Fr.

Joe McDonnell upon his departure
from Christ the King.

Grand Knight Jose Praxedes pres-
ents Spiritual Service Award to Msgr.

Danaher for untiring dedications to the
Knights.

Seminary School. There were even
thoughts of the priesthood at one
time. Jose met his future wife,
Imogene, when his father was ill in
the hospital. Imogene was a pre-
med student studying psychology
when Jose spotted her in the hall
with some of her friends. She also
is from the Philippines, the town of
Cavite. Both are cradle Catholics
and will celebrate their 30th wed-
ding anniversary in August. They
are proud parents of three children;
Ryan, 29 years of age, Riana, 22,
and Reina, 20. When you see Jose
at the council hall, there you will
also see his children.

The Praxedes family came to
the United States in 1987. After
visiting most of the Catholic
churches in Jacksonville, Christ the
King Church is the one that felt like
home. They have been members
since 1989.

Jose is an Extraordinary
Minister of the Eucharist, usually at
the 11:00 a.m. Mass, and Imogene
is a Reader of the Liturgy. They are
both very active in the Fil-Am
Ministry, which Imogene founded
following a pilgrimage to Fatima
and Lourdes. While on her travels,
she shared with Father Thanh her
desire to have a Fil-Am Ministry at
Christ the King parish. Father
advised her to “do it!” Jose
designed the logo for tee shirts that
they had silk screened for the mem-
bers.

Jose joined the Knights of
Columbus in 2004 and the Fourth
Degree shortly after. The Praxedes
family was selected Family of the
Year 2005-2006. He has moved up
the chairs from Chancellor to
Grand Knight in record time.

Jose Praxedes; devout Catholic,
family man, dedicated Knight,
Jaguar fan!

Congratulations, Jose.

Laura Morris accepts a service
award on behalf of her deceased hus-
band Deputy Grand Knight George

Morris.

Knights Of Columbus
Council # 4727

Grand Night - 2007 – 2008

by Frank Becht

The Knights of Columbus have set new record world-wide for
Charitable Giving and Volunteer Service in the year 2006.

Total Contributions to Charity- $143,816, 004.00
Volunteer Hours by members- 68,270,432 hours

Contributions to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita victims have
continued by Knights of Columbus. 
Over $10 million donated for relief efforts in money and time.

Cumulative figures for the past 10 years.
$ 1.25 billion to charity
593 million hours volunteer hours to charitable causes.

The Knights of Columbus is the world’s largest lay Catholic organi-
zation, with 1.7 million members in the United States, Canada, the
Philippines, Mexico, Central America and Poland.

Join Bishop Larkin Council at Christ the KIng!
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by Claretta Lamusga

Mother Theresa told us, “Jesus
wants us all to come to Him in the
Blessed Sacrament. He is there in
person, just waiting for you.” We
are fortunate to have the Blessed
Sacrament exposed on the altar for
our adoration, five days a week.
Yet, many find it difficult to
promise an hour a week to visit
Him. 

If you are a regular adorer and
you cannot be there at your
scheduled time, please try to find a
substitute from the sub list which is
on the back of the adoration list. 

If you cannot find a substitute
please call your day captain whose
name and phone number are on the
adorer’s list or call Claretta at 743-
9998. 

We should never leave Jesus
alone in the chapel. If you are the
only person in the chapel and must
leave before the next person arrives
please go to the rectory and tell

someone so they can cover the time
until the next adorer arrives.Please
consider signing up for an hour on
a regular basis. Call 743-9998.

THE BEST TIME YOU WILL
SPEND ON EARTH

by Mickey Kenny

On the Sunday morning after
Labor Day our small but faithful
group of parishioners will meet in
the rectory at 9:30 a.m. to begin our
study of Romans.

Using the Collegeville Bible
series of books, workbooks, and
tapes produced for each book of the
Bible, we will study each section of
Romans until we feel we have
learned and explored as well as we
possibly can both the meaning of
the book and what it should
become in our lives. We have found
the accompanying tapes for each
lesson along the way are truly
beautiful as well as informative and
an invaluable study aid.

Is our study successful? To be
truthful we pray our small group
will increase and become as
meaningful to others as it is to us.
But we also know that we have
succeeded in becoming more
involved in and dedicated to this
holy endeavor. Lives are enriched

when the Lord is invited in. He
isn’t pushy, but He comes wherever
He is invited. We have learned a
good deal so far and have studied
the Gospels of Mark and John, the
three Epistles of John, and the
Book of Psalms — the prayer book
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.  

Our meetings are informal in
the sense that we don’t take
attendance and we sometimes have
to miss a session. But we give of
ourselves completely and have
formed good friendships and
learned to see life through the eyes
of the scriptures and of each other.

Why not consider joining us?
All you have to do is show up at
9:30 on any Sunday after Labor
Day! Knock (three times of course)
on the door of the rectory at the
church end – not the front door.
Ringing the new doorbell there
would probably work better, and
join us for our new study of
Romans. There should be much to
learn and share.

On Sunday Morning
by Frank Becht

Small Voices is a term used to
describe the thousands of unborn
children, a few who are saved by
the efforts of crisis clinics like
Emergency Pregnancy Services,
EPS, and the
many, not so
lucky, who are
aborted.

EPS is the
oldest local
pregnancy service
clinic in the
Jacksonville area.
You may recall
that many Knights
of Bishop Larkin
Knights of Columbus Council
assisted EPS in renovating new
quarters in the Riverside area three
years ago. Council 4727 continues
to support EPS through fundraising
and volunteer help.

It was recently announced by
the Center of Tomorrow, a Carenet
Journal, that EPS is one of the top
fifteen pregnancy crisis centers in
the United States based on the
number of pregnancy tests
performed. On this list of high-

impact centers, EPS falls at number
eight and is the only center to make
the list from Florida.

EPS is in the process of
establishing two new crisis centers
in Orange Park and Arlington. The
permanent Arlington location has

not yet been
finalized as EPS is
continuing to seek
a location that will
allow for the center
to offer walk-in
hours. They are in
need of volunteers
to act as
receptionists and
counselors at their
Orange Park and

Arlington locations. A training
class for peer counselors will begin
in August.

Contact Tracie Cox Loftis,
Executive Director of EPS, at 904-
308-7510 for more information
about getting involved with their
new volunteer opportunities. EPS
is also deserving of our financial
support for their life saving efforts
for the unborn. Please make your
donation to EPS, 1637 King St.,
Jacksonville, FL 32204.

SMALL VOICES

Christ the King
Child Care

by Theresa Little

On Friday, May 11, 2007, we had our Annual Mother’s Day Tea. This
event, of course, was well attended. The moms were presented with
special gifts from their children. The moms were given the opportunity to
socialize with each other, have something to eat, and just wind down
before their children came to be with them. This enabled all to interact
with each other and have a good time.

Thanks to all the moms and grandmas in attendance and of course the
staff for helping put it all together.
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by Frank Becht

Louis (Louie) and Darlene
O’Neal are active parishioners of
Christ the King but few people
realize how involved they are.
There is hardly anything that hap-
pens in the Parish without them
being involved. The interesting part
is that it wasn’t always that way.
The year of 1999 was very event-
ful; Louie O’Neal decided to
become a Catholic after 64 years of
carefree living.

Louie O’Neal is the son of
Louis and Agnes Shaw O’Neal
whose grandparents emigrated
from Ireland. He was born in
Jacksonville of a Baptist mother
and a Mormon father, a hard work-
ing iron- worker. He was baptized
in the Mormon Church at 15 years
of age but attended church few
times during his life. His last time
in a Mormon church was in 1953.
Louie and a younger sister make up
the family.

Louie attended Jacksonville
public schools, graduating from
Andrew Jackson High School. He
went to work at St. Regis Paper
Company the next day. After sever-
al years, he worked for Jefferson
Smurfit Paper Company where he
advanced to a supervisory position
from which he retired in 1997 at the
age of 62.

Darlene was born of Frank and
Erma Wiles Aderhold in
Jacksonville and lived on the
Southside. She attended
Assumption Church and School,
after which she attended St Joseph
Academy but transferred to Bishop
Kenny High School and graduated
in 1954. She is one of six children,
two brothers and three sisters. Four
siblings live in Jacksonville, one in
Texas and one in Tampa, Florida. 

The Aderhold family is well
known, particularly in Arlington
since Darlene’s father, Frank, oper-
ated the Arlington Garbage Service
with silent partner, Don MacLean,
attorney and one time City
Councilman. Darlene hates to
admit that, as office manager, she
had to drive a garbage truck on
occasion.

Darlene and Louie met as a
result of a blind date, which was
arranged by a friend. It turns out
that Darlene and her friends loved
to watch the boys jump off the end
of the old pier at Jacksonville
Beach; Louie was one of the
jumpers she admired. It was love at
first sight for the two of them. They
dated for two years and were mar-
ried at Christ the King on
December 8, 1956 by Father
Thomas Larkin after taking person-
al marriage instruction from Father
Larkin. They celebrated their 50th
Anniversary in December 2006 at
Christ the King.

Louie and Darlene have a beau-
tiful family of four children of
whom they are very proud; Luann,

married with two children; Patrick,
married with two children; Kevin,
married with one child and one on
the way; and Scott, married with
two stepchildren.

The Miracle happened one day
as Louie was driving home; his
thoughts turned to a deceased uncle
in the family whom he greatly
admired, a very active Catholic of
San Juan Del Rio Parish. Father
Gregory Fay handled the funeral;
Louie was so impressed that he
insisted on going to Mass every
Sunday at San Juan Del Rio until
Darlene “had it” and she insisted
they go to Christ the King, where
she had belonged since the parish
was formed.

Upon further consideration, he
remembered R. P. Johnson, a friend
and co-worker at St. Regis Paper
Company who had converted from
the Baptist faith. R. P. was a con-
stant example of a family man he
wished to be. Ironically, Darlene
and R.P. had met each other in high
school before she and Louie met.

It was then on this eventful day
in 1999 that he informed Darlene of
his decision to become a Catholic.
He called RCIA at Christ the King
the next day and enrolled. Darlene
was his sponsor, over Father
Carey’s objection.  From the very
beginning of becoming a Catholic,
Louie and Darlene have been active
participants of the RCIA Program
which has become a year round
process of receiving new candi-
dates, selecting sponsors, weekly
sessions and a continued education-
al program. They are Team
Members, which involves numer-
ous activities of this yearlong
process.

It was during the RCIA sessions
they were introduced to volunteer-
ing at the I. M. Sulzbacher
Homeless Center by Joyce and
Bernie Kunka. They both continue
today to gather the supplies and
prepare the evening meal on the
third Tuesday of every month.
Louie is at Publix at 5:30 that
morning to pick up bakery items
that are donated for that particular
meal.

The beautification ministry was
one of the first activities for which
Louie and Darlene volunteered and
they were both active for six years. 

On May 3, 2001 Louie joined
the Knights of Columbus and
became a member of Fourth
Degree Assembly 2368. Since then
he and Darlene have become
involved in most functions. Louie
loves to cook; they cook breakfasts
for the Knights of Columbus at
Christ the King and Resurrection
parishes, they both cook dinners for
the Fourth Degree and he helps
cook at the children’s carnival at
Christ the King. Louie is the newly
elected Warden of Council 4727;
Darlene is the newly elected
President of the K’Cees.

In 2001, Louie was introduced
to Cursillo by Al Martin and
Darlene followed. They both have
made their respective weekends
and also worked as part of the
Men’s and Women’s Teams on
weekends. Louie is part of the
Men’s Cursillo Prayer Group that
meets Monday evenings at Christ
the King. Darlene meets with the
Women’s Cursillo group on Friday
mornings at St. Mary’s Room. They
both attend monthly Ultreyas. 

From the year 2001, they both
have been part of Nocturnal
Adoration, attending the stationary
hour of 8:00 to 9:00 p.m. led by
Vincent and Ann Shea. 

For several years both have
been involved with Lenten Fish
Fries- Louie as cook and Darlene as
cashier. 

In the past 3-4 years Darlene
has become a faithful staff member
of the Courier and writes some very
interesting articles.

Darlene is also an active mem-
ber of the Visitation of the Sick
ministry. Darlene became an
Extraordinary Eucharistic Minister
shortly after Louie became
Catholic and continues today,
Louie serves as an usher at the
11:00 a.m. Mass.

In 2004, Louie was one of the
daily volunteers who accomplished

the fabulous job of painting the
church and the many church build-
ings. This project took several
months.

In May 2007, the Church reno-
vation project began; Louie volun-
teers everyday from 7:30 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. He originally worked
alongside everyone else removing
everything from the church- the
first huge job; since then Louie has
been primarily involved in refinish-
ing the church benches-another tax-
ing job. The project is expected to
be complete in August 2007.

What’s next? Little doubt but
more work in the Knights of
Columbus and Christ the King for
both of them. If there’s a need to be
filled they will be the first to help.
Hopefully, Louie will continue in
the Chairs and become Grand
Knight of Bishop Larkin Council in
a few years, a fitting climax to the
Miracle of 1999. Darlene will be
there to help.

We, the Community of Christ
the King and Knights of Columbus
Council 4727, are truly honored to
have Louie and Darlene O’Neal in
our midst. Are you up to the chal-
lenge to emulate them? It’s a real
challenge!  Thank you, O’Neal’s,
for leading the way!

Someone to Emulate

Meet the Pastor Evening
by Carol-Ann Black

Our most recent Meet the Pastor Evening was held on July 18 at
the rectory and was a wonderful success. The entire purpose of these
get-togethers is to introduce new parishioners to Father Thanh; to give
them some “face time” with him or with Frank Japour or several other
ministry leaders who attend. This was a particularly congenial group
and they visited easily with one another.

The newcomers shared their reasons for choosing Christ the King
and this time they ran the gamut from spiritual comfort to “it’s close
to home” or just plain good luck. 

These evenings are truly one of the most important events, as low
key as they are that the Stewardship Committee organizes. Thanks go
to the phone committee that makes the necessary contacts.

Our next Meet the Pastor will be held in November.
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By Barbara Hanuscin

On Sunday, July 22, 2007, Sharon Lutheran was installed by our
pastor, Father Thanh and Pam Marsdon of St. Vincent’s Parish Nurse
Program, as the new Parish Nurse Coordinator at Christ the King. We ask
for your prayers for the continued success of this ministry and for Sharon
and her family as she begins her new volunteer role as Parish Nurse
Coordinator. Barbara Hanuscin and Lou Petalver have stepped down to
supportive roles. Barbara will continue on the Parish Nurse Steering
committee at St Vincent’s.

For those of you not so familiar with the Parish Nurse Ministry, here
is a brief nutshell history. Prior to 1997, the then pastor Monsignor
Danaher had thoughts about bringing this ministry to Christ the King. He
sent a nurse from Christ the King to attend a class at St. Vincent’s hospital.
The nurse felt it was too much for her to take on at the time. Then in 1997,
two nurses from Christ the King, Felishia Iwenjiora RN and Barbara
Hanuscin LPN, both felt called to respond and signed up to learn more.
The two nurses met at the classes. They received their national
certifications of Phase I and met with the then pastor,  Father Baker. They
were allowed to present the program to the Parish Council and received a
“yes” vote. A covenant with St. Vincent’s Hospital’s Parish Nurse
Program was signed. A Health Council was formed and the program
started. Surveys were sent out and at that time it was determined that
through Blood Pressure Screenings, they would reach the most
parishioners. Felishia moved out of the state and Lou de Guzman (now
Petalver) stepped in as a volunteer, as well as Donna Baker. Barbara and
Lou went on to complete both phases I & II of the National Certification

for Parish Nurse Coordinators. Sandy Koske-Humble later received the
two part national certification. 

The Blood Pressure Screenings were held the first Sunday of the
month for nearly 10 years. Over that time, Parish Nurses and Volunteers
assisted parishioners with health needs by: screening over 2,586 blood
pressures, making over 410 follow up calls, counseling and referrals,
doing over 210 visitations to homes, hospitals and nursing homes, logging
over 402 phone calls and contributing a minimum of 1,146 hours of
service to the parish of Christ the King. Health problems were detected
that could have had serious consequences if not addressed. With the help
of medical volunteers such as Rudy Pineda, Monica Chappell, Barbara
Crane and Romeo Divero, our parishioners’ health was enhanced. Other
services the Ministry has provided have been: a medical equipment bank,
yearly dances for the group homes of Arlington, partnership with Society
of St. Vincent de Paul on client cases with medical needs, collaboration
with other organizations for health fairs such as the Celebration of Women
held by the Commission on Women of the Diocese of St. Augustine.
Project Prayerful Support was established during the initial Gulf War start

up and support and resources were
provided to families with loved ones
in combat areas. With the assistance
of volunteers such as Nydia
Diefenbach and Emilia Hubbart, the
project was able to send over 2,000
rosaries, along with prayers of
support, to the troops in harm’s way.

What are the nursing
backgrounds of the nurses? Parish
nurses at Christ the King as a
composite, have backgrounds in,
neonatal intensive care, maternity,
pediatric and pediatric intensive care,
medical/surgical, cardiac, managed
care, case management, prison
nursing, hospitals, medical offices,
emergency rooms, home health, rehab, health dept., ACHA (health audit),
and hospice nursing; to name a few.

What other backgrounds? They come from other countries and from
the U. S. Some are married, some were single, some recently wed, some

suddenly became single, some have military backgrounds, some have
small children and others have grandchildren. Some work full time and
others are retired.

What other ministry hats have the parish nurses worn? Parish nurses
have been actively involved in other ministries such as RCIA, Society of
St. Vincent de Paul, Boy Scouts, Religious Education for Children,
Legion of Mary now known as Mission Immaculatta, Singles ministry,
Queens and Kings ministry, We Care Clinic volunteers, Food Coop
initiators, Music ministry, Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, and
Commission on Women of the Diocese of St Augustine. Several are also
involved with health and spiritual ministry in Third World countries.

With all that the nurses juggle, they also take courses to meet their
licensure requirements and to enhance their knowledge. They participate
in parish activities/ events, as well.

Please continue to hold the nurses and the Parish Nurse Ministry in
your prayers, especially for the new coordinator, Sharon Lutheran as she
balances being a wife and mother with a full time career, a health ministry
in Nicaraugua, involvement in parish life and her new volunteer position
as Parish Nurse Coordinator. Sharon plans to bring programs that
intertwine the bible/spirituality and health to Christ the King in the future.
She can be reached at 398-3925. Leave a message, speaking clearly and
she will return your call.

Putting Faces on Parish Nursing at CTK

Sharon Lutheran
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by Nick Klepac

I sure wish we could go back in
time. Time when kids thought of
their families and God first, their
future second, and then if they had
time, their friends. Today they think
of their friends, don’t care about
their future, and call us “rents”.
Where do they put God?

For those of us that have lived
in the past, going to college or get-
ting a job after graduation was a
priority. We looked for scholar-
ships, we networked trying to find
jobs, worked after school to pick up
skills, and set our standards high.
Today most kids want to go to col-
lege, to party, and then expect to
find a job that pays $100K. They
expect parents to pay for college,
they expect to get a car for gradua-
tion, they demand we plan out their
future. What do they expect from
God?

Parents, family, and God. To us
it was important. It meant helping
mom and dad without being told,
respecting them, loving them.
Going to church cheerfully, paying
attention, dressing appropriately
and learning to pray. Today we are
in the way, God is in the way. They
put us out to pasture before we
retire and blame God for every-
thing that goes wrong.

Friends, we had them. Lots of
them. They stood by you, support-
ed you, and we partied. But they
never stood in front of our futures
and never, never in front of God or
our family. We were smart enough
to realize friends were “temps”.
Our parents told us about God and
we learned to ask Him for help and
comfort. As we grew up, we put
Him in the center of our lives and
amazingly, all our dreams have or
are coming true.  

Today, kids focus on friends,
friends, friends, and the heck with
everything else. Are these friends
worth it?  Eight percent of high
school girls and 5% of boys report
abuse by dates, including date-
forced sex1. One third of all high
school and college students will be
in an abusive relationship by the
time they graduate2. Alcohol use is
66.5% and marijuana use is 31.5%
by high school seniors in 20063.
Thirty-one point five percent of all
high school students reported binge
drinking (5+ drinks in one set-
ting)4. Each day, nearly 6,000 chil-
dren under 18 start smoking, of
these 2,000 will become regular
smokers. That  is about 800,000 per
year5. They sure are taking care of
themselves, aren’t they?  Friends.

Please pray for our children and
as parents let us put God back in
their lives.  God can’t go to school
anymore, but He can come to your

home! Set the example! What are
you saying to your children when
you wear shorts and flip-flops to
church? What are you saying when
you curse? What are you saying
when you spend all your time
working or being with your
friends? What are you saying when
you allow them to watch trash on
TV, listen to bad music, or go to
“R” rated movies?  Try being a
PARENT, the rewards are
immense!

1 http://www.dvsac.org/pre-
vparstats.html 7/25/07
2 Barrie Levy, “In Love & In
Danger”. Seattle, WA Seal Press,
1993.
3 http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ bjs/
dcf/du.htm 7/25/07
4 http://www/marininstitute.org/
youth/alcohol_youth.htm 7/25/07
5 http://www.lungusa.org 7/25/07

Teenage FriendsOpinion

by Lucille Guzzone

My family and I are
Boston Red Sox fans. We try
to see the team in person as
much as possible. Two years
ago my son’s family and I
attended a game at Fenway
Park. We arrived early in order
to see the team take batting
practice. At the time, my
grandson Tre was 5 years old
and just beginning to play t-
ball himself. He held up his glove
and aimed for the hitters.

Miraculously a ball landed in his
glove. He now
was the proud
owner of a major
league baseball.
That ball was
placed in a spe-
cial case in his
home. 

Two years
later, on July 28,
2007, the same
group traveled to

Tampa Bay to see the Red Sox take
on the Tampa Bay Devil Rays. As

usual, we entered the stadium early
in order to watch the team take bat-
ting practice once again. Tre took
his place in left field and resumed
the extended arm position. Sure
enough, a ball hit by Boston short
stop Julio Lugo landed right in his
glove. The fans around him could
not believe his good luck. After
high fives all around, his dad put
the ball in his pocket for safe keep-
ing.

The excitement for the family
was not over, however. In the 9th
inning, the Devil Rays tied the ball

game by hitting a shot right in left
field. This time Tre’s mother,
Leslie, thought fast, raised her arm
and caught the ball bare handed.
This was an unbelievable coinci-
dence. 

Tre owned two balls to his
mother’s one, but to his consterna-
tion, it was her catch that we all
saw on the ESPN high-lights later
that night. By the way, the Red Sox
won that game which made that
experience for us true baseball
magic!

BASEBALL MAGIC

By Imogene T. Praxedes

The Fil-Am ministry is still a
baby compared to the other min-
istries. However, our ministry has
been able to accomplish so much in

so little time. Our fundraisers have
enabled us to donate to the church
roof fund, Janet Morton
Scholarship Fund, and to the Christ
the King School by giving the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the Philippine
eggrolls at the school carnival. 

We have not forgotten our
countrymen in the Philippines. We
have been fortunate to learn about
Move On Philippines. This organi-
zation has taken upon itself the
responsibility of sending used
schoolbooks, workbooks, and
library books to schools in the
remote areas of the Philippines.
The teachers of Christ the King

have been very generous. They
have allowed me to gather their
used books for the past two years
and Move On Philippines has been
busy distributing them to the poor-
est of schools in the three major
islands of the Philippines: Luzon,
Visayas, and Mindanao. These
schools rely on these textbooks to
educate their students and replenish
their libraries.

Our ministry recently held our
second Barrio Fiesta. It is our way
of acquainting the parish to our
Philippine culture and heritage. Our
fiestas are offered gratuitously to
the parish as a sign of our friend-
ship, affection and respect. It is an
opportunity to share with the com-
munity the vast treasure of Filipino
values embedded in our traditions,
culture, and customs. 

We have also established the
Fil-Am Choir with the help of Dr.
Bernie Sans, musical director of
Christ the King Church. We partic-

ipate at the 5:00 p.m. Mass every
third Saturday of the month. If you
would like to lend your voice or
musical talent to our choir then
please join us during our practice
every first, second and third Friday
night at the Music room at 7: 00
p.m.

Our cooperation has extended
to other organizations in
Jacksonville such as the Philippine
Medical Society, Philippine Nurses
Association, Cavite Association,
and Legacy of Care Clinic.

We are hopeful that we will be
able to bring to Jacksonville the
Philippine tradition of Simbang
Gabi during the Christmas season
in the near future.

Our Ministry is open to every-
one. We are always looking for pas-
sionate members who have a burn-
ing desire to be a part of our min-
istry. We meet at the school music
room every third Friday of the
month at 7:00 p.m. 

***If your schedule prevents
you from becoming an active mem-
ber then how about becoming an
auxiliary member? You will be part
of a fantastic group of members
who generously assist our ministry

regularly by donating whatever
they can to the various church or
school functions we are called upon
to participate in by the pastor or
principal.

If you have any questions
please call Imogene Praxedes at
737-4034 for more information.

CTK Fil-Am Ministry ~ Third Year Anniversary
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by Imogene T. Praxedes

The Fil-Am Ministry celebrated
Mother’s Day by honoring the most
important mother of all, the Blessed
Virgin Mary and all the mothers
present. We had scheduled the
Fiesta for another day because we
feared that there would not be an
impressive turnout on Mother’s
Day. However, the Blessed Mother
had other plans. When important
parish and school events are
organized they always take
precedence over ministry affairs so
therefore, we had to step aside and
revert to the original schedule of
Sunday, May 13, 2007. What better
way is there to honor Mary than on
Mother’s Day? The Filipinos have
many traditions rooted in religion
and self-identity. One of the more
popular traditions is the Barrio
Fiesta.  Towns plan their fiestas
around the feast days of their
patron saints. A feast day usually
commemorates the Virgin Mother
of God, apostles, martyrs, and
saints. It also inspires us to
appreciate the customs and
traditions that have become the
foundation and groundwork of our
lives.

On Saturday, May 12, ministry
members gathered at the parish hall
to decorate it with banners and

posters. Each member
spontaneously gravitated to a
specific work group. One group
decorated the hall and another
group worked in the kitchen
preparing the food and desserts for
the fiesta. It was as if we were back
in the Philippines when
preparations became a fun event
consisting of laughter, goodwill
and casual conversation. Our
ministry may not have many active
members but what we lacked in
manpower that day was made up
for by the passion, purpose, and
conviction of those who lent a hand
before, during and after the fiesta.
They embodied the Filipino values
of “pakikisama” (cooperation),
“bayanihan” (volunteerism), and
“pananalig” (faith).

The day of the Barrio Fiesta
was truly amazing.  Our guests
started arriving after the eleven
o’clock Mass.  We displayed the
different statues of our Lady in the
front. They were: Our Lady of
Penafrancia, Our Lady of Manaog,
Our Lady of Antipolo, Our Lady of
Perpetual Help and Our Lady of the
Miraculous Medal. We also placed
the statue of The Infant Jesus.

Yasmeen Chan beautifully sang
“The Magnificat” as the children
entered the hall to offer flowers to
the statues of Our Lady. Her
grandfather, Monsignor Rudy

Villanueva of Cebu, adapted this
song. It lovingly tells the story of
the moment the child leaped in
Elizabeth’s womb when she heard
Mary’s greeting.

Afterwards, Gus Grigas, read a
prayer about motherhood as the
children went about offering
flowers to all the women.  The
prayer was dedicated to every
mother for accepting God’s trust in
caring for the precious human life
from its very beginning in the
womb. The prayer was also
dedicated to “spiritual mothers,”
those who, though they may have
no children of their own,
nevertheless selflessly care for the
children of others.

Father Joe McDonnell honored
us with the blessing of the food.
Lunch was then served. Lunch
consisted of rice, Philippine
eggrolls (lumpia), chicken adobo,
and vegetables.  There were
desserts galore and the beverage
table included melon juice, iced
tea, soda and bottled water.

As the guests ate their meals,
they were entertained by the
following talented members our
Filipino community:

Jill Bantigue – Sang Amazing
Grace with guitar accompaniment

Jeff Dela Cruz-sang Everything
I Do, I Do It for You with piano
accompaniment

Mia Solis, Christina Batario,
and Audrey Jolavar-Native Dance
Pandanggo sa Ilaw  

Ding Tuazon- Philippine
serenade (Harana)

Reina and Ryan Praxedes –
Tinikling / Bamboo Dance

Tess Mejia – Native Visayan
Song   Pobreng Alindahaw (Poor
Butterfly)

Jerly Asunto and Jerlita Asunto
and Jevie Asunto - Polynesian
Dance

Eric Lozada – Visayan
translation of Hail Mary, Full of
Grace with guitar accompaniment.

*Note: The Philippine Elections
were being held on the day of the
Barrio Fiesta and Eric implored
Mary, Patroness of the Philippines
for a peaceful and clean election.

Maraming Salamat to all the
participants of the Barrio Fiesta!
The Bayanihan Spirit was truly
manifested that weekend. Mabuhay
ang Fil-Am Ministry!!!!

The Fil-Am Ministry is grateful
to everyone who came, supported,
and enjoyed this wonderful
Philippine tradition.  We hope to
see you at Barrio Fiesta 2008!

Barrio Fiesta 2007 - A Tribute to Mary, Our Blessed Mother and to
the Mothers



August, 2007 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 29

Christ the King Catholic School
2007 Math-A-Thon

To benefit St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital

Top Student Pledges
3rd Place: Cody McElveen
2nd Place: Frantz Loiseau
1st Place: Janel Palomo

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital has announced the successful
completion of the Math-A-Thon at Christ the King Catholic School in
Jacksonville, FL. The Math-A-Thon is an entertaining and enjoyable way
for students to review basic math skills through the use of specially
designed Funbooks. Each participant is asked to recruit sponsors (family,
friend) who will pledge donations based on the number of problems com-
pleted. To make it a complete family effort, a special parent answer guide
is easily detached from the Funbook for checking the student’s work. The
event was facilitated by the Christ the King math teachers.

The students who participate in the program learn to do more than just
math problems; they also learn the importance of helping children who
are less fortunate than themselves. Through the Math-A-Thon, they are
able to help provide a future for St. Jude Children’s Hospital. Children
with one or of over 200 forms of cancer and other catastrophic diseases
find hope at St. Jude. Since its founding in 1962 by the late entertainer,
Danny Thomas, the survival rates for most forms of pediatric cancer have
risen dramatically. In fact, today more than 70% of all children with can-
cer will survive their bout with the disease. St. Jude fully credits these
successes in treatment to the generous support of people around the
world, including the students at Christ the King School.

“We are very proud of our students for working so hard on the Math-
A-Thon,” said Mrs. Susie Cooney, volunteer coordinator for 16 years.
“With their help, St. Jude Hospital will be able to create new treatments
that may one day lead to a cure for many forms of cancer that will bene-
fit the children of our state, our country, and around the world. I also want
to extend our thanks to the Jacksonville Community for supporting our
students. It takes all of us to make a difference in the lives of children with
cancer, and we can all feel proud of our response.”

Local Contact: Mrs. Susie Cooney, Christ the King Catholic School
(904) 724-2954

Carla Chin awarded
Teacher of the Year

by staff writer
information obtained from Stephanie
Chinualt

On Friday, May 20, 2007, the Air
Force Association local Falcon
Chapter #399 recognized Carla Chin
as Falcon Chapter Teacher of the
Year for 2007. The award is “for
demonstrated excellence in educa-
tion in the spirit of Christa
McAuliffe, and in recognition of
sustained outstanding performance
as an educator and unequalled dedi-
cation to ensuring that America’s stu-
dents are prepared for aerospace tech-
nological challenges of the future.”

Christ the King School has been a par-
ticipating school in many educational programs
that have been sponsored by the Falcon Chapter and provided by the
Air Force Association. They strongly support education and encourage
advancement in math and science at all levels. Christ the King School
has used their Visions Program, the U.S.A. Today education through
newspapers program, and received two grants to use with the fifth
grade students for field trips relating to aerospace. The school is cur-
rently previewing programs that would benefit the middle school and
lower grades.

Along with the certificate, Carla also received a $250 cash award,
and a tote bag, proclaiming “Teacher of the Year.” We congratulate
Mrs. Chin for all of her dedication and hard work.

Focus On Religious
Education

by Lucille Guzzone

Not many people are familiar
with the classes of Christ the
King’s program of Religious
Education for Children. The ses-
sions are held on Wednesday
evenings and are provided for those
children who do not attend Christ
the King School. The enrollment
runs between 120 and 130 students
per year. These youngsters attend
the local elementary and middle
public schools in our area, but more
than a few study at the academic
magnets and other private institu-
tions, as well. In addition, some are
home-schooled. Unlike a regular
school, religion is its only subject.
The curriculum includes Sacred
Tradition including sacraments,
liturgical seasons, the rosary, and
the Holy Mass. Also included are
Bible study, morality issues and
social justice. The history of the
Catholic Church is also addressed.

All the staff teachers have
obtained, or are working toward,
Catechetical certification as recom-
mended by the Diocese. The chal-
lenge to keep the youngsters com-
ing to the classes is met by a cre-
ative body of adults who, not only
teach in a regular classroom envi-
ronment, but also offer a variety of

methods to ignite a desire in their
students to learn more about their
faith. The children take part in
Christmas and Easter programs and
covered dish dinners, which
involve whole families and the
priests. Each year they participate
in the “Good Touch, Bad Touch”
program mandated by the Diocese
and which cautions them about the
dangers they may face in dealing
with people and situations that may
prove harmful to them. The oppor-
tunities to feel like they are full cit-
izens of a church community are
many. Some have become altar
servers. They receive the
Sacraments along with the children
of Christ the King School. MOMS
Ministry has opened its arms to the
parents of these youngsters more
than once. “The Edge” is now play-
ing a more dominant and active
role with the program by encourag-
ing these youngsters to become
more involved in the church out-
side of the classroom. 

All of our children, whether
they are students of Christ the King
School or the religious education
program, are truly the future of this
Catholic community, and each one
is a potential contributor to its suc-
cess.

MOMS
Ministry of Mothers

Sharing will conduct their
introductory sessions 

beginning on Wednesday,
September 19 at 7:00 p.m.
The morning meetings will

begin on Thursday,
September 20 at 8:30 a.m.
Sign-ups will be held after
Masses on September 7, 8
and 9 and after Masses on
September 14, 15 and 16.

Fee for the sessions include
the journal and whatever
extra materials is needed.

The cost is $30.00.
Childcare is also included
for the daytime sessions.

There will also be an infor-
mation booth at the CTK

School open house on
August 25.

Our First Weekend

by Claretta Lamusga

During the summer months
while our church was being reno-
vated we celebrated Mass on week-
ends in the Kingdome. Many hands
showed up the last week in May to
make the gymnasium ready for our
“Eucharistic Celebrating.” A plat-
form was built to slightly elevate
the altar and the podium. Most
parishioners enjoyed the summer
in our temporary home although
the acoustics were not too great.
Sometimes we found it difficult to
hear the announcements and the
homily. I am showing you some of
the pictures taken at the first Mass
celebrated in the Kingdome. We
look forward to getting back to our
beautifully re-decorated Church.
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The EDGE
Camp Covecrest 

by Emily Shaw

Monday was my
first day at Camp
Covecrest. First we
rode on a bus for eight
hours! When we got
there they welcomed
us and told us the rules
of camp.After that we
had like a little carnival
and we had
hamburgers for dinner
and they had a dunking
booth and a lot of other games. After that we had Mass. After Mass we
had our evening talks with Gomer, the emcee for the week, about God and
how much He loves us and what He wants us to do for Him. 

Tuesday was the one day
we got to sleep in and that was
until 8:30. We had breakfast,
then we had a treasure hunt,
and we went all around the
camp to get the papers we
needed to pass to the next
challenge. We had lunch and
then we had free time, which
was spent playing Frisbee golf,
braiding bracelets, and walking
to the waterfall. That night we

had a sit-down dinner, then Mass, then we went to our evening session
with Gomer They were very
long. 

Wednesday we had
breakfast and then we got onto
the bus and we went tubing
down the river and we took a lot
of pictures. When we got out of
the river we ate lunch then we
went to a water park that had
really big slides and I screamed
the whole time I was going
down. We went back to the
camp and ate dinner and had
Mass   then we had confession outside and then we had a bonfire to burn

away the sins we had written down. 
Thursday we were supposed to do the

high ropes but it started to thunderstorm so
we could not. Haley, Miss Christina, and I
went to Father Bill’s house and we talked
for over an hour and then played
Candyland. Father Bill let us ask any
question we wanted about our faith! We had
a lot of free time, we ate dinner, and then
had Mass outside. It was really pretty.

Friday we made a team flag, cheer, and
boat. Then we had mud races. After that we
played in the mud. It was really fun and
dirty and then afterward we went to the
waterfall to try to clean up a little bit. We
took cold showers because everyone else in
camp used up all the hot water and all of our

clothes and shoes were muddy. We had to
throw them away. Then we had Mass.
Late Friday we had the experience of
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
where Father Bill processed around the
room. He shared with us the story in the
Bible where the lady in the crowd touched
the robe of Jesus and was healed.
Everyone was really respectful and
prayerful.

Saturday was the day we left. We
packed up and cleaned the room then we
went to Mass. Then we ate lunch and left,
and sat on a bus for eight more hours, and
we got home around ten that night.

By Emily Pollackov

The first time I heard of
SPLUNGE, I could not imagine
participating in an event with
such a strange-sounding
acronym of a name. I finally
asked Christina what it stood for,
and when she answered,
“Special People Living Uniquely
Nourishing Growthful
Experiences” I was intrigued and
asked for more information.

SPLUNGE is a summer
immersion/retreat/work/overnight camp week that is geared to teaching
teens how to get involved with the poor of Jacksonville so that we can
truly live out Christ’s teachings and be active social justice disciples if not
in the city then at least within our own families.

I’d love to tell you about all the things we did during SPLUNGE 07,
but honestly? It would detract too much from the experience of future
SPLUNGErs. I will tell you, though, that it is a very worthy cause and

should be a MUST for all
teens!  We were all over
the city, working with
people of all age groups.
The little kids were the
cutest! I can tell you that
one of the most touching
moments on SPLUNGE
was watching kids eat mini
powdered doughnuts off a
string that we held! The
memory of their little
faces, covered in sugar,
sparkling with laughter
and saying “thank you” is
a treasure in my heart.

More writings on SPLUNGE on page 2

Team Eastside with guide Annie Bean

SPLUNGE 07
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by Tommee Porter

I was asked to write this article before we went on the trip to
Steubenville, Ohio. Knowing this, I planned to keep a journal to record
everything, but that didn’t happen. It was my first time going, there was
just so much to do at the youth conference that I was too busy
experiencing it all for myself. Don’t worry, you’ll still hear all about the
trip, though. I’ll use my memories to tell you, which are bound to last
quite awhile if not a lifetime!

The whole experience started on June 28 with the long 18 hour bus
ride up to the Franciscan University in Steubenville, Ohio. That’s a record
for farthest distance traveled by a group to get there! It was well worth it
and the fun didn’t even wait to start until we got there! Everyone had a
great time on the bus when they weren’t fast asleep!

We finally arrived at our destination in the afternoon, the next day.
Tons of other groups from all over showed up besides our own, including
a group from Wisconsin who came in second place, for farthest distance
traveled. There were even people from Canada! The total number of
people was in the 2,000s. I couldn’t believe that all those youths had come
just for that one weekend alone! It was totally amazing to see them all
gathered together and ready to actively participate in everything that was
to come that weekend.

After we all got settled into the dorms, Mass was held. Mass was to
be held everyday while we were there. I’ll never forget the priest who said
the homily barefoot! That was Father John Gerth and he was only one of
the many interesting and inspiring people at the conference! 

Some of the other speakers were: APeX Ministries, Molly Kelly,
Chris Padgett, and Bob Rice. APeX Ministries are these two guys named
Gene and Brad who use different things like juggling, sketch comedy,
storytelling, and such to evangelize. Molly Kelly’s this very energetic and
spirited woman with an upbeat attitude which rubs off on you. Chris
Padgett is a comedian and musician. Bob Rice is a musician who played
the music for the conference. These people were only one part of the
whole experience!

There was also confession and Eucharistic Adoration both nights.
This year was the first time that adoration was to be held on both nights.
That surprised a lot of people, but it really hit the message home. It was
so amazingly indescribable! It helped us all to focus on the ever-important
theme of this year’s youth conference. 

This year’s Steubenville theme was All Access. What that means is
that we have “all access” to God in the Eucharist and we should fully and
truly accept Him. By completely accepting God with all our all, we can
allow him to work through us. When one allows the Lord to work through
them, they become closer to Him. When that happens, not only is one
closer to the Lord, but they’re also closer to becoming what they and
everyone else is called to be – a saint. That was the main purpose of this
intensely impact-full youth conference.

Well, I’m finished. What I told you was just the tip of the iceberg! I
couldn’t possibly tell you everything in just one sitting as I could just go
on and on. If you wish to know more, you can talk to not only me, but the
others that also went. Hearing about it is one thing, but actually being
there is another! So, if there’s anyone who wishes to go next year, talk to
Christina Davis.

Steubenville 07

Eighteen hours of fun

Richard and Tommee dancing

Making friends from Canada

Last goodbye to Seth
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by Yolanda Paladini 

Father Joe McDonnell is one of
those people who has the ability to
put you at perfect ease the minute
you meet him. He is a big man
blessed with a sunny disposition
and an eagerness to bring the Good
News to those he serves.
Unfortunately for us, Father Joe
will be leaving here early in July
for his summer vacation and then to
assume his new duties as pastor at
St. John the Evangelist Church in
Chiefland, Florida located near the
Gulf of Mexico.

Father Joe came to us 20
months ago from St. Matthew’s
Parish. He had only been an
ordained priest for 17 months so it
was a big step as he said coming
from St. Matthew’s Parish which is
relatively small to this great big
multi-cultural parish at Christ the
King and he has loved every
minute of it. 

What he treasured the most
here were the people. Father said
this church is unusual in that the lay
people are totally committed to the
work of the parish because they
have a vested interest and have
taken ownership in whatever
happens here. He was very grateful
for the experiences of working with
many, many people who have been
nothing but kind and loving toward
him. “They are always so patient
with me that it leaves me humble
and I thank God for this
opportunity to have served the
people of this parish.”

Father compared this parish to a
secondary school where he said
that priests are allowed to grow and
develop. He wanted the people of
this parish to know that Christ the
King has a very strong reputation in
this diocese as a place where one
really encounters the Mystical
Body of Christ. “You are unique in
your outpouring of love towards
your priests and in your warmth
toward one another, your
willingness to tackle any task at
hand.” 

Father Joe could not say
enough good things about our
pastor, Father Thanh, who, he said,
had the foresight to look ahead and
see the long range application of
what is to come. “He is a marvelous
teacher who challenges his priests
to grow and to learn. The
experience here working under
Father Thanh has been invaluable
and I have been very blessed to
have had this opportunity to be a
parochial vicar at Christ the King.” 

During his tenure here Father
assumed many duties and one that
was close to his heart is the St.
Vincent de Paul Society. He was
the spiritual director for our local
conference and last year Father Joe
was appointed Chaplain for the
entire St. Augustine Diocese by
Bishop Galeone.  This Society was
not new to him as he had been
working as a member of St. Vincent

de Paul Society a greater
part of his life. As you
readers probably know
the work of the Society
is to be the arms and legs
of Jesus by trying to
answer the needs of
those who are in distress.   

It would be fair to
say that on more than
one occasion a suffering
stranger came to the
Rectory door and, if
Father Joe were there, he
would listen patiently
and try to find a solution
to what seemed an
unsolvable problem. 

One area in which
Father Joe was most
proud was that during his time here
he fostered the establishment of
two St. Vincent de Paul youth
conferences–one at Bishop Synder
High School, already up and
running and one at Bishop Kenny
High School which will begin
operating in the Fall. Father, being
a modest man, was quick to give
the credit for these two new
conferences to the members of the
Society on our campus. It cost
$200.00 to initiate a new
conference and that money came
from the Vincentian treasury of
Christ the King. “Not only,” Father
stated, “did our parish conference
fund it but they will also monitor it
by acting as mentors until it can
stand on its own without guidance
from our parish.”

Father Joe also related that the
Bishop Synder High School
Conference of St. Vincent de Paul
has been quite active this past year
in doing hospital work. “These
young people are our future and it
is important for them to know that
they are very much needed in the
work of the church.” 

The job of parochial vicar
involves many different tasks and
dealing with people from all walks
of life. Aside from his duties as
Vincentian chaplain, Father Joe
also served as chaplain to the RCIA
ministry.  As always he had
something very positive to say
about this program which he called
“excellent” for those who desire to
join our faith. Father believes we
are creating the Kingdom of God
here at Christ the King as we go
about the work of our parish. He
holds a strong opinion that we are
to do our very best to “Christianize
the area that we live in.”  Many of
the people who have gone through
RCIA are now deeply involved in
one of our ministries as witness
Mike and Carol Warwin who head
Coffee and Donuts and Robin
Inman who gives his time to the
Beautification Ministry. Again this
only serves to reinforce what
Father said over and over again that
this is the most giving parish he has
ever encountered. 

Father considered many of the
new programs such as Meet the

Pastor Night and Voice from the
Pew were excellent ways to get
feedback from the parish laity.
“Their thoughts and ideas were
very good and were a significant
help to the priests as we ministered
to the needs of the parish.” 

On a more personal level Father
said that he had been praying for a
long time to become a pastor and he
believes that God answered his
prayers when the Bishop gave him
this assignment in Chiefland,
Florida. “This must be what God
wanted me to do.  It will be
different in that there are only 120
families as opposed to the 1400
families here. I have never lived in
a small town and hope that the
people will grow to like me.” There
should be no doubt about that as
Father’s love for people is evident
in his easy going smile and his
willingness to always put the needs
of others before himself. Besides
the church in Chiefland, Father will
also minister to a mission church,
Holy Cross, which is located in
Cross City.

This writer asked Father what is
the most meaningful part of being a
priest. Without hesitation he
answered, “Saying Mass and
hearing confessions.” Father
believes that we should not only
avail ourselves of the sacrament of
penance more often but also strive
to have a spiritual advisor. This
helps us to know where we are on
our spiritual journey. Father said
that there are people in the parish
who either come to Father Thanh or
to himself on a regular schedule to
hear their confession. It is a way of
gauging oneself on the spiritual
scale.  

In Father’s office there was a
big, comfortable, well used, old
blue chair; in fact that chair goes
back over half a century and
belonged to his Aunt Gus who was
born in 1893. Father said that she
was a very strong woman who
spoke her mind and lived until she
was 105 years old when the Lord
called her home.  This precious
chair has traveled many places
since leaving Aunt Gus’s home.
Father took it with him to the
seminary in Wisconsin, brought it
down to St. Matthews, transported

it from St. Matthews to the Rectory
at Christ the King where it resided
proudly in his office. This chair has
character and history about it and it
is affectionately known as “Aunt
Gus’ Confessional Chair.” When
people came to Father Joe for
Penance in the Rectory they had the
privilege of sitting in Aunt Gus’
Confessional Chair. This chair was,
of course, earmarked for its new
destination in Chiefland, Florida. 

Father really doesn’t have too
much time for hobbies but on his
day off he enjoys such things as
riding to the beach and, when able,
fresh water fishing. 

His family is still back in the
midwest but nothing gives him
more pleasure than talking with
them as his face lights up with
delight when a family member is
on the line keeping him informed
of their latest activities. He and
Father Perko, who was a former
parochial vicar at our parish, are
great friends. They were in the
seminary together and usually
Father Perko drives to Jacksonville
one day a week from his parish in
Live Oak and the two get together
to share a meal and the latest news.
Father Perko’s church is not that far
from where Father Joe will be, so if
all goes well, Father Joe will steer
his car over to Live Oak and then
they will travel down to Christ the
King together. Father stated that all
the priests love to come back to
Christ the King to visit as this is a
happening place where
parishioners are always giving the
priests a warm welcome. 

There is much more that one
could have written about this
marvelous man but Father has a
busy schedule. Would it surprise
you to learn that near the close of
the time allotted for this interview a
staff member stepped into Father’s
office to say there was a parishioner
at the door who was waiting for
Father to hear his confession. Don’t
you just bet that the penitent had
the grand privilege of sitting in
Aunt Gus’ “Confessional Chair?” 

We shall truly miss you, Father
Joe, as you have enriched our lives
with your warmth, your generous
spirit, and your love for the Lord.
Vaya con Dios.

Father Joe, A Man for the People




