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C O U R I E RC O U R I E R

by Stephanie Chinault

All Diocesan schools teach to a high academic and
behavioral standard. All Diocesan schools teach the tenants of
the Catholic faith, and all Diocesan schools teach students to be
their best. But at Christ the King Catholic School, we do a little
more. From responding to Catholic social teachings, to
participating in academic competitions, to creating
opportunities for students to blossom, Christ the King School
consciously fosters opportunities for students to shine.

At Christ the King, we routinely foster opportunities for
students to work for justice and peace as Jesus did. For
example, within the past twelve years our students have raised

over $85,000 for St. Jude’s Children Hospital. Monthly, our
students bring in canned goods to stock our parish’s St. Vincent
de Paul pantry. Seasonally, classrooms adopt projects that
either support our church community or our greater community
such as the “Make-A-Wish Foundation.” Our students are
taught to respect the life and dignity of the human person, to
participate in their community, to protect the rights of others, to
provide for the poor and vulnerable, to respect the dignity of

workers, to recognize the unity of the human family, and to care
for God’s creation. The generosity of our school community
makes our school different.

At Christ the King, we encourage students to compete in
academic areas such as the Duval County Math Day, University
of North Florida’s Engineering Sponsored MATHCOUNTS,
and the regional Science Fair. Other than Bishop Kenny High
School, Christ the King is the only Diocesan school which
competes at these events. Our ability to place in these
competitions among schools with larger student populations
and schools with additional financial resources is a testament to
our teachers’ dedication.
Unlike public schools,
our teachers do not
receive stipends
for providing the
additional hours
of mentoring
needed to
s u c c e s s f u l l y
compete at these
events. The
dedication of our
teachers makes our school
different.

At Christ the King, we provide programs
for students to blossom. The Christmas
Nativity Story, Talent Show, and our
upcoming Spring Theater performance, The
Elves and The Shoemaker, give students a
dramatic outlet. Student Council gives
students a chance to develop leadership and
organizational skills as representatives of
their grades to organize social events and
fundraising for charity, or initiate change
within the school. Safety Patrol and the
accompanying summer trip to Washington
D.C. gives students a chance to provide
service to their school and develop strong

bonds of friendship. Science Club gives student curiosity
outlets from their zoo keepers, to composting and gardening, to
shooting off rockets and making sundials. The variety of
learning opportunities provided for students makes our school
different.

The difference between hot water and boiling water is only
one degree. At Christ the King School, we strive to provide that
one extra degree of effort in all that we do. 
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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring you closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two of
many of God's gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ the King.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of advertising in these pages does
not imply endorsement of businesses, services and products.  Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all
media. Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials submitted for publication.

Dear Readers,

I have had a most wonderful afternoon all
because of the Epiphany Dinner that we

put on annually just after Christmas.
My ethnic heritage is Hungarian—-but
I didn’t know any Hungarians at
Christ the King, so I cooked Greek,
something I just like to do. Time goes
by and I’ve come to know three
ladies who do cook Hungarian and
they have welcomed me into their
midst. Fast forward to this spring,

when I went “thrifting” with my
grandchildren and bought a lovely

hand-colored etching of a Budapest
palace. Well, I couldn’t very well keep this

unique treasure to myself, so I invited my
friends for an “un-veiling”. We had lunch on the

porch, basked in the breezes of this wonderful spring day, and simply
enjoyed each other’s company in a way that one doesn’t do very often. If
it hadn’t been for Epiphany Dinner this joyful afternoon might have
slipped by uncelebrated. Isn’t ministry amazing?

Now back to work! We have a very interesting issue for you to enjoy,
I think.  Articles include fundraising activities, large and small, spring
carnival, school activities, LIFE TEEN retreat, and arriving and departing
staff members. In this issue Mickey Kenny has completed her series of
four articles about St. Paul. Her treatment of St. Paul I thought was very
sympathetic and humanizing, and has made me a fan of this man, whom
I had always viewed as somewhat harsh and disdainful of the rest of us
mortals. 

If occasionally you wonder if your commitment of treasure on a
weekly, monthly basis is worth the sacrifice, be sure to read the letters
from the teens who attended the LIFE TEEN retreat. Their spiritual joy
answers the question.  

Finally, I encourage all of our readers to consider writing for the
Courier. Your personal experiences can be of great interest and comfort to
the rest of us as we wend our way through our life with our families, with
our friends, with our God. 

May is a month of celebration. We have just passed through winter and spring is in the air. Soon
summer vacations will begin. May is the month of flowers and remembering those we have loved and
lost and it is the month of new life. Many traditions are associated with the month of May. We celebrate
our traditions and in doing so we teach our children to remember. We remember the springtimes that
have passed and we make new memories in celebration.

It is fitting that we remember and celebrate the gift of mothers during this month. On Mother’s Day
we honor our mothers. We do special things for them such as making them breakfast, making or buying
them cards and bringing them flowers or other various gifts to show our love. A mother accepts her
children and helps them to become the best that they can be. She helps them to discover their special
talents and nurtures their love of God and the country in which they live. She comforts them when they
are ill and if need be she would lay down her life for them.

Most children remember May as the month of graduation. Some will say good-bye to their school
as they move ahead in their learning process. All will say good-bye to their teachers when school ends
for the summer. This is a time to remember our teachers who helped our parents to mold us into
responsible, compassionate adults.  It is a chance for parents to show their appreciation to teachers who
are helping us today with our own children. 

This year, at Christ the King school we are saying good-bye to two of our teachers Marge Jackins
(30 years of service) and Donna Pichardo (29 years of service). They have chosen to retire. In combined
service they have spent more than 60 years in this time-honored profession. During these years they
have demonstrated over and over again their love of God and humanity in their dedication to teaching
children in a faith-based environment. “Marge and Donna…we appreciate your strong commitment to
Catholic Education. You have touched the lives of so many and in so doing will touch the lives of those
you have never met. We wish you the best in this, your new stage in life…May your life continue to be
filled with peace, love and happiness.”

Memorial Day is a celebration in May where we remember those who have gone to their final resting place. It is a day when we go to Mass to
pray for those who have died. If we live nearby we visit the cemetery to bring flowers to the grave sites of people we loved. We remember as we wish
to be remembered. 

It is also the time we remember those who made it possible for us to worship freely. History in these United States demonstrates without a doubt
our dedication to the freedom to live, work and worship free of slavery and condemnation for our beliefs. Over a million men and women have lost
their lives to protect us from aggression. It is my hope that you will join me at Mass as we honor them on this special day.

God continues to watch over us. He never forgets and He asks us to remember Him. At the Last Supper Jesus commanded, “Do this in memory
of me.” We hear these words every time we attend Mass. We remember what God has done for us each time we celebrate the Eucharist. We go from
Mass knowing that we are loved by God. We are renewed at the Eucharist so we can continue to do what Jesus has done…we remember that we are
here to serve.

We remember because God remembers:  “Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the child of her womb? Even should she forget,
I will never forget you. See upon the palm of my hands I have written your name.” (Isaiah 49:15-16)

Thoughts from the Editor
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What’s Happening

We woud like to welcome the following individuals and families to
Christ the King Community

The following people are recently deceased memebers of our parish for
whom we offer our special prayers.

Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

--------------

Friday Essien
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Gilliam
Mr. & Mrs. Aldwin Bolongaita
Earl Jackson, III
Mr. & Mrs. Temistocles Zurita
Nicole Cruz
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Jackson
Christopher Morter
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Wingerter
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bunag
Genevieve Speicher
Jacqui Zavala
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Garcia
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Chapman
Mr. & Mrs. Ttal Men
Derrick Yolangco
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Siliman
Ms. Jerly Asunto

Mr. & Mrs. Dirk Ploeg
Mr. & Mrs. Alexander Daralos
Mr. Greg Edmonds
Cuong Duc Nguyen
Mrs. Vernette Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Brin
Mr. & Mrs. Kraig Bradberry
Mr. & Mrs. Thang Cin
Mr. & Mrs. Ruben Gonzalez
Ortega Palafox
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Viraxay Sihachak 
Hoang Uyen-Van
Matthew Vu
Robert Dooley, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Pierre Elhajj
Thi Vo Kim-Hoang

Isabelle Zurita
Kennedy Adison Yates
Al Sarona Bolongaita
Courtney Alexis Crawford
Savannah Hailey Crawford
Alanna Jaclyn Tecson
Justin Hoang-Chau Nguyen
Tiffany Vu Nguyen

Tina Ngo
Hoang Nguyen
Jaden Nguyen
Robert Edward Davis, Jr.
Ryan Curtis Case
Chiamaka Precious Nduka
Cara Marie Yolangco 

Ray Williams
Mike Capizzi
Leo Williams
Feliza Garcia

Kevin O’Leary
Henry McClellan

Pat Humbard
Viola (Dixie) Dando

Gary Pristupa
Carol Ballentine

Santo Dovi

Christ the King Child Care
6814 Larkin Road
Jacksonville, FL 32211

Dear Ms. Little:

CONGRATULATIONS on your most recent licensing inspection! A
review of that report shows your facility was in FULL COMPLIANCE
with State of Florida child care licensing standards.

You and your staff are to be commended for your efforts to provide qual-
ity care for our community’s children.

Keep up the good work!

Sincerely,

Teresa Lussier
Child Care Licensure Supervisor
State of Florida, Department of Children and Families

A note of thanks to the parents and parishioners of Christ the King.  It
is hard to believe I came to Christ the King School 31 years ago. I
received a welcome then that has only increased throughout the years.
You have made me feel accepted, loved, and have supported me in most
any endeavor I have attempted for your children.  

Jesus said, “Suffer the little children to come unto me for theirs is the
kingdom of God,” He gave me the greatest blessing of allowing me to
watch your children come to Him, learn His Word, and grow closer to His
presence during my years at CKS. Their sharing of spiritual insights and
devotion to our Master has fed me for many years and I will always carry
them in my heart.

God bless each of you and thank you for all the wonderful memories.

Yours in His name-
Marge Jackins

--------------
Dear Daisy,

On behalf of the Farm Workers Ministry and the hundreds of farm
worker families that we serve, please accept our sincerest and deepest
gratitude to you, your ministry, and the parishioners of Christ the King
Catholic Church for the wonderful donation of food.

In spite of these economic difficult times, our ministry is blessed with
your generosity and the members of your parish, to help alleviate the
hardships in the farming community.

May God bless you all. 

With heartfelt appreciation,
Olga P. Lara-Moser
Catholic Charities

--------------

Happy 
Father’s 

Day
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Imagine being part of a tradition that dates back to 1270 B.C. which
would be more or less about 3,279 years ago, give or take a few years!
Well, that is exactly what some of us in the Small Faith Sharing Ministry
did when they celebrated the Seder or Passover Meal just before Easter. 

This year instead of having one large Passover Meal, it was decided
that the groups would make individual decisions as to when, where, or if
it would be celebrated. Those who belong to the group headed by Aleck
Hardie were most fortunate to have the privilege of celebrating this meal
in the home of Aleck and Del Hardie. 

Ours, of course is the Christian Seder which is also called the Paschal
Meal with its roots strongly embedded in Jewish history. There were 13
of us at this affair with an additional place setting for the prophet, Elijah,
which is customary. 

The Passover is the great Jewish feast of liberation from the Egyptians
and is a memorial of that deliverance from their bondage in Egypt. Much
of Jewish history is based on oral tradition. The Passover Seder Meal is
part of this and the Jews by celebrating it continue to pass this historic
event down to future generations.  

In the Christian tradition the Passover Seder is believed to be the time
when Jesus instituted the Eucharist. So the observance of this ritual meal
has two components for Catholics in that it not only celebrates our
tradition of Christ’s last supper but our own Jewish heritage which
supplied the context for Jesus to institute the Eucharist. During the time
when the guests are at the table there is a reading from the Book of
Exodus which tells the story of the Jews’ deliverance from Egypt. 

The Seder Meal is a complete meal in which there are rituals,
commentaries, prayers, and when possible, hymns or songs of praise. Our
group did all of the above with great enthusiasm. The atmosphere was one
of joyous celebration. The table at the Hardie household was set with fine
china and elegant crystal proudly sitting on spring-colored table linens.
There were tall candles which were lit at the beginning of the celebration
and exquisitely arranged flowers that only added to the beauty of the
occasion.

The variety of foods and the wine that is served all have significance
to the celebration. The meal, the accompanying rituals and liturgy must
not be hurried but savored and relished as preparation for what is to
follow later in the week. So it should not surprise you to learn that we
passed several hours pondering over what was to come as we quickly
adopted our thoughts to that long ago time. 

It began with the mother of the household and in this case, Del
Hardie, lighting the candles. This is followed by the blessing of the food
and wine to be served.  

As many as possible of the guests were active participants in the Seder
Meal either as readers from the Book of Exodus, the Psalms, an article
from Scott Hahn’s Book of Scripture, as a commentator, or a narrator.
Everyone was drawn into the occasion. 

As to the food served, below is a sampling of some of the items and
their meanings to the event. By the way, all of the food was prepared by
our hostess, Del Hardie, and bravo to her for this delicious meal.  
1. Haroset - is a mixture of chopped nuts, diced apples, cinnamon, and

sugar. It symbolizes the mortar the Jews used in carrying out the
Pharoah’s labor. It stands for the bitterness of slavery which God
turned sweet when he delivered his people from slavery.

2. Matzo - is unleavened bread and looks like a very large cracker and is
called the bread of affliction. The Jews could not take the time to use
leavened bread due to their haste of departure. 

3. Maror - a bitter herb such as the top of the horseradish root. The Jews
ate the maror to recall that the Egyptians had embittered the lives of
their ancestors. 

4. Pesach - Pesach is the Paschal lamb that was sacrificed to the Lord in
memory of that night when God’s Angel passed over the Jewish
households and struck the first born of the Egyptians.

5. The Kiddish -  the wine cup of sanctification. Traditionally, four times
during the meal wine is taken which is to recall the four terms in the
Exodus story which describe God’s action in rescuing the Israelites: I
brought out…I saved…I delivered…I redeemed. 
In addition to the aforementioned food our hostess prepared roasted

potatoes, carrots and peas, and some awesome gravy. The leisurely time
we spent together allowed us to enjoy and treasure each other’s company.
Besides having the opportunity to learn and appreciate the importance of
the Jewish Passover we were also blessed with a heightened awareness
that it was Jesus, the Lamb of God, who gave us the forever gift of the
Eucharistic Celebration. And so we looked forward to Holy Thursday and
the events that would follow.

The ending of the Seder Meal is quite sweet and very traditional as all
of you have heard this many times at the end of the Mass. Listen again
and savor the words.

May the Lord bless us and keep us! May the Lord let his face shine
upon us and be gracious to us! May the Lord look kindly, and grant us
peace! Amen!

TThhee     SSeeddeerr MMeeaall

by Darlene O’Neal

Emergency Pregnancy Services opened the Merrill Road clinic on
September 22, 2008, and since that time a grand total of 511 clients have
visited for various reasons.

Some women come for free pregnancy testing, while others might
need baby items, such as diapers or clothing. Formula and baby food are
also there for those in need. Pregnant women who are not abortion-
minded might seek support so they are welcome to receive whatever
resources or referrals that are available.

Counseling by professionals is offered, as well as life-affirming
ultrasound. Post-abortion support is given as well as adoption advocacy.
Visits are confidential and the services are free. The caring people that
man the EPS clinic are non-judgmental and are trained to treat each client
with dignity. 

These past three months, February through April, have seen 11 babies
saved as a result of EPS. A grand total of 18 babies have been saved since
the doors opened on September 22, 2008. 

A “babies saved” count will be published in future issues of the
Courier.

Emergency Pregnancy Services

McDonald's boast on their
signage

how many have been served,
We say . . . through EPS. . .

11 babies have been
SAVED



by Yolanda Cerqueira 

H o w
beautiful the
t r a d i t i o n s
and liturgy
of Holy
M o t h e r
C h u r c h !
Last month
on Holy
Thursday we
had the
a n n u a l

reception of the Holy Oils at Christ
the King.   These oils are blessed
the day before by Bishop Galeone
at the Chrism Mass which is held in
the Cathedral in St. Augustine.
Each year at the Chrism Mass
priests renew their commitments
that they made at their ordination.
In addition, each parish in the dio-
cese was given a portion of oils that
will be used by the individual
parish community for the coming
liturgical year.   

The use of oil goes way back to
the Old Testament.  An example of
this is found in the Book of Samuel,
Chapter 10 verse 1 in which
Samuel poured oil on Saul’s head
saying,  “The Lord anoints you
commander over his heritage.” Saul
was the first king of the Israelites.
Later on in the Book of Samuel,
after Saul had disobeyed the Lord
God, the prophet Samuel was sent
by God to the house of Jesse to
anoint another chosen one. The
story is such that he met seven of
Jesse’s sons and found them unac-
ceptable. There was one more son

who was working in the field and
that was David.  And the Lord said,
“There—anoint him, for this is he!”
(Chapter 16 verse 12)  One of the
beauties of our Church is that many
of the customs and traditions are
steeped in antiquity. 

How is that related to us today?
Just as the oil was used to anoint,
that is to identify someone or some-
thing special, so the Holy Oils that
are received on Holy Thursday
have been set aside for particular
and distinct occasions in the life of
the Church.    

The sacramentals that are
blessed by the bishop at the Chrism
Mass are of three kinds: oil of cate-
chumens, holy chrism, and the oil
of the sick.  The holy oils are sym-
bols of spiritual nourishment and
the light of grace.  

The first, the oil of the catechu-
mens, and the third, the oil of the
sick, are pure olive oil, while
chrism has in the oil a mixture of
balm or balsam. Chrism oil is used
at the ordination of priests and
bishops, and for baptisms and con-
firmations.  Chrism oil is also used
when consecrating altars and the
blessing of churches. 

At the Mass of the Lord’s Last
Supper on Holy Thursday, the oils
were poured into suitable vessels
and carried in the procession of
gifts, before the offering of  bread
and wine, by members of the
assembly.  This in itself is a lovely
ceremony in which the celebrant
(Father Thanh) receives the oils and
places them on a specially prepared
table in the sanctuary.  Later they
are stowed in a repository called

ambry where they are reserved for
use during the year. 

Tradition at Christ the King
usually employs at least one of
those preparing to enter the church
at Easter to be the ones who present
the oil.  This year two were accord-
ed that honor.  They were Ronald
Cumbee who presented the oil of
the catechumens, and James
Massengill who proffered the
chrism oil.  Stu Pierce tendered the
oil of the sick to the altar.  Those
who know Stu’s miraculous story
understand why this was so appro-
priate to the occasion. 

The words that are uttered by
the priest when receiving the oils
are quite lovely and add to the joy
of the moment as the readers will
see by this prepared transcript. 

Presenter of the Oil of the Sick: 
The Oil of the Sick. 

Priest: 
May the sick who are anointed
with this oil experience the
compassion of Christ  and his
saving love, in body and soul. 

The people may respond: 
Blessed be God forever. 

Presenter of the Oil of
Catechumens: 

The oil of catechumens 

Priest: 
Through anointing with this oil
may our catechumens who are
preparing to receive the saving
waters of baptism be strength-
ened by Christ to resist the
power of Satan and reject evil
in all its forms.

The people may respond:
Blessed be God forever. 

Presenter of the Holy Chrism
The holy Chrism. 

Priest: 
Through anointing with this
perfumed Chrism may children
and adults, who are baptized
and confirmed, and presbyters,
who are ordained, experience
the gracious gift of the Holy
Spirit. 

The people may respond:
Blessed be God forever.  

Following this lovely ritual, the
Mass for Holy Thursday continued
with the Washing of the Feet and
the Liturgy of the Eucharist.
Indeed, we can truthfully say that
our church is truly steeped in tradi-
tion which gives nourishment to
our beliefs and allows for a deeper
appreciation of our faith.
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Holy Oils

40 Days For Life

by Dennis Scobie

There is a nationwide campaign of prayer and fasting for an end to
abortion called 40 Days For Life. This campaign was recently conducted
in the Diocese of St. Augustine, from Ash Wednesday to Palm Sunday. In
conjunction with this event, CTK parish sponsored a 24-hour vigil from
midnight to midnight on March 14, 2009. Approximately 60 CTK parish-
ioners engaged in peaceful prayer outside the Planned Parenthood build-
ing on Beach Boulevard. Over 80 others pledged to pray in their homes
and in the Sacred Heart Chapel. There is documentation that, as a result
of this vigil, several women chose not to seek abortions. Undoubtedly,
there were others who did the same.

by Alick Hardie

Jim Setser was recovering from
major surgery and extensive radia-
tion and chemo therapy. His friends
from his Small Faith-Sharing
Group and the CKCCW circle held
a Special Novena for his speedy
recovery. More than twenty of us
participated, attending Mass for
nine consecutive days and praying
for Jim’s recovery. We started at
5.30 p.m. Mass on Friday, April 10,
then the 8:15 a.m. Mass on
Saturday. All the Sunday Masses
were counted as part of the Novena
and then Monday through Friday
we all gathered at the 5:30 p.m.
Mass. Saturday and Sunday being
the same as the previous week were
the last two days of the Novena. 

Novena Prayer

Lord, look upon Jim with eyes
of mercy, may your healing hand
rest upon him, may your lifegiving
powers flow into every cell of his
body and into the depths of his
soul, cleansing, purifying, restoring
him to wholeness and strength for
service in your Kingdom. Amen. 

Footnote by Pat Setser

The Novena was such a loving
and thoughtful gesture. We so
appreciated the concern of so many

and Jim is humbled
by all of the
prayers and
love. I sent
the prayer
by email to
friends and
family who
said the
p r a y e r ,
though not
present. I
heard back
from friends in
Milwaukee that
they prayed for Jim at the
Methodist Church on Sunday and
from our daughter-in-law’s mother
that they prayed for Jim at the
Episcopal Church in North
Carolina. Jim was able to attend
nearly all of the Masses. On the
final day of the Novena, Jim
attended Mass, went to our grand-
son’s birthday party, rested a bit
and then went to our Faith Sharing
Group meeting that night. From
that day forward, he became so
much stronger and resumed doing
so many activities. On the Tuesday
following the Novena, he fixed the
icemaker, put things in the attic,
raked leaves, shopped at Lowe’s
and Home Depot. God is Good! 

Our special thanks to all who have
been such “faithful friends.” Your
continued prayers are appreciated.

A Special Novena
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by Mickey Kenny

I believe it was Father Corapi
on EWTN where I heard that St.
Paul had used a Greek preposition
difficult to translate in referring to
“being in Christ Jesus” – and so
much depends upon this meaning
for Paul. The original word has the
concept of into which clearly does
not fit in English. However, it does
emphasize Paul’s belief, lived out
in his life and mission, that he,
Paul, came into Christ in an all-
absorbing manner. 

Paul knew that on that road to
Damascus he had been with Christ.
His was no mere vision of the risen
Christ, it was Jesus himself who
came to him. So profound the expe-
rience that all else in life was
removed. Indeed he was from that
time into Christ Jesus.

Act 26:3-11 – I saw a light
from the sky, brighter than the
sun, shining around me and my
traveling companions. We all fell
to the ground and I heard a voice
saying to me in Hebrew, ‘Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting me?
It is hard for you to kick against
the goad. And I said, ‘Who are
you, sir?’ And the Lord replied, ‘I
am Jesus whom you are perse-
cuting. Get up now, and stand on
your feet. I have appeared to you
for this purpose, to appoint you as
a servant and witness of what you
have seen (of me) and what you
will be shown. I shall deliver you
from this people and from the
Gentiles to whom I send you, to
open their eyes that they may turn
from darkness to light and from
the power of Satan to God, so that
they may obtain forgiveness of
sins and an inheritance among
those who have been consecrated
by faith in me.’

1Cor 15:3-8 – For I handed on
to you as of first importance what
I also received: that Christ died for
our sins in accordance with the
scriptures; that he was buried;
that he was raised on the third day
in accordance with the scriptures;
that he appeared to Cephas, then
to the Twelve. ... After that he
appeared to James, then to all the
apostles. Last of all, as to one born
abnormally, he appeared to me.
For I am the least  of the apostles,
not fit to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of
God. But by the grace of God I am
what I am, and his grace to me has
not been ineffective. Indeed, I
have toiled harder than all of
them; not I, however, but the grace
of God (that is) with me.
Therefore, whether it be I or they,
so we preach and so you believed.

At the conclusion of these four
articles on St. Paul there is no way
in which I can write about the full
body of Paul’s teaching. Books
have been written, and are readily
available by brilliant authorities
such as Joseph A. Fitzmeyer, S.J.,
and Raymond S. Brown, S.S. These

two men are considered to be the
prime students and instructors con-
cerning St. Paul. We will only deal
with the unity Paul stressed
throughout.

Paul learned from this
encounter with Christ the unity
involved in a relationship with
Jesus Christ. Notice, as Paul
assuredly did, that Jesus says,
“Saul, Saul, why are you perse-
cuting me?” He does not say perse-
cuting “them” or “my people.” The
wording clearly says that He is in
them and they are in Him; what you
do to them you do to Him. 

Once Paul had been trans-
formed he dedicated the rest of his
life to living in the manner he
believed Jesus would have him live
and taught everyone he saw about
this Jesus and the good news for all
of us. 

2Cor 5:14-21 – For the love of
Christ impels us, ... so that those
who live might no longer live for
themselves but for him who for
their sake died and was raised.
Consequently, from now on we
regard no one according to the
flesh; even if we once knew Christ
according to the flesh, yet now we
know him so no longer. So
whoever is in Christ is a new
creation: the old things have
passed away; behold, new things
have come. And all this is from
God, who has reconciled us to
himself through Christ and given
us the ministry of reconciliation,
namely, God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not
counting their trespasses against
them and entrusting to us the
message of reconciliation. So we
are ambassadors for Christ, as if
God were appealing through us.
We implore you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God.  For
our sake he made him to be sin
who did not know sin, so that we
might become the righteousness of
God in him. 

Many years ago, when
everyone my age was young, there
was real mercury in our medical
thermometers. This is no longer
true which is unfortunate. St.
Patrick used the shamrock to teach
the Trinity; but there is no greater
lesson in this unity than to hold a
palm full of mercury. We could roll
it around, split it up into small
pieces, move all the pieces. But, if
a piece got even close to another, it
melded back into the one piece.
Incredible. Fascinating. I could
play with that for hours and, try as
I might, I could never keep a piece
from rolling back into the whole,
and it was a seamless whole, no
cracks, no way to divide it again in
exactly the same way. Now that
was unity.

In Romans 15:15-19 Paul
writes concerning the unity
between God the Father, Jesus, and
the Holy Spirit, and the unity
between all people …

But I have written to you
rather boldly in some respects to
remind you, because of the grace
given me by God to be a minister
of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in
performing the priestly service of
the gospel of God, so that the
offering up of the Gentiles may be
acceptable, sanctified by the holy
Spirit. In Christ Jesus, then, I
have reason to boast in what
pertains to God. For I will not dare
to speak of anything except what
Christ has accomplished through
me to lead the Gentiles to obe-
dience by word and deed, by the
power of signs and wonders, by the
power of the Spirit (of God), so
that from Jerusalem all the way
around to Illyricum  I have
finished preaching the gospel of
Christ.

Over and over, through all the
places to which he traveled, Paul
taught that each person is absorbed
into the body of Christ and all
become the Church; we are the
Church by being in the Church. As
such there is a way in which we
should live which Paul teaches over
and over.

15:1-6 – We who are strong
ought to put up with the failings of
the weak and not to please our-
selves; let each of us please our
neighbor for the good, for building
up. For Christ did not please
himself; but, as it is written, “The
insults of those who insult you fall
upon me. “For whatever was
written previously was written for
our instruction, that by endurance
and by the encouragement of the
scriptures we might have hope.
May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant you to think
in harmony  with one another, in
keeping with Christ Jesus, that
with one accord you may with one

voice glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And in Corinthians
3:5-11 – Ministers through

whom you became believers, just
as the Lord assigned each one. I
planted, Apollos watered, but God
caused the growth. Therefore,
neither the one who plants nor the
one who waters is anything, but
only God, who causes the growth.
The one who plants and the one
who waters are equal, and each
will receive wages in proportion to
his labor. For we are God’s co-
workers; you are God’s field,
God’s building.  According to the
grace of God given to me, like a
wise master builder I laid a foun-
dation, and another is building
upon it. But each one must be
careful how he builds upon it, for

no one can lay a foundation other
than the one that is there, namely,
Jesus Christ. 

and again
14:13-21 – Then let us no

longer judge one another, but
rather resolve never to put a
stumbling block or hindrance in
the way of a brother. I know and
am convinced in the Lord Jesus
that nothing is unclean in itself;
still, it is unclean for someone who
thinks it unclean. If your brother
is being hurt by what you eat, your
conduct is no longer in accord
with love. Do not because of your
food destroy him for whom Christ
died. So do not let your good be
reviled. For the kingdom of God is
not a matter of food and drink, but
of righteousness, peace, and joy in
the holy Spirit; whoever serves
Christ in this way is pleasing to
God and approved by others. Let
us  then pursue what leads to
peace and to building up one
another. For the sake of food, do

Unity - St. Paul

Continued next page
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Continued from page 6 - UNITY - ST. PAUL
not destroy the work of God.
Everything is indeed clean, but it
is wrong for anyone to become a
stumbling block by eating; it is
good not to eat meat or drink wine
or do anything that causes your
brother to stumble.

The unity Paul teaches is that
being a believer is an all-con-
suming way of life. We are to be
living in the way God would have
us live not for ourselves but for
God and for God’s community. In
our ministries here at Christ the
King we try to follow the example
of Paul: a ministry is selected
according to individual relevance;
everybody contributes to each
ministry as they are able; each
ability is valued as contribution to
the whole; and everyone finds joy
in the completed “job” which none
could accomplish alone but
together have happily completed in
that ministry.

11:16-24 – ... if the root is holy,
so are the branches. But if some of
the branches were broken off, and
you, a wild olive shoot, were
grafted in their place and have
come to share in the rich root of
the olive tree, do not boast against
the branches. If you do boast,
consider that you do not support
the root; the root supports you.
Indeed you will say, “Branches
were broken off so that I might be
grafted in.” That is so. They were
broken off because of unbelief,
but you are there because of faith.
So do not become haughty, but
stand in awe. For if God did not
spare the natural branches,
(perhaps) he will not spare you
either. See, then, the kindness and
severity of God: severity toward
those who fell, but God’s kindness
to you, provided you remain in his
kindness; otherwise you too will
be cut off. And they also, if they do
not remain in unbelief, will be
grafted in, for God is able to graft
them in again. For if you were cut
from what is by nature a wild olive
tree, and grafted, contrary to
nature, into a cultivated one, how
much more will they who belong
to it by nature be grafted back into
their own olive tree.

Paul’s concept of unity and his
tireless efforts and journeys were
not limited to the people of God,
the Jews. In Romans 10:11-13 Paul
states:

For the scripture says, “No
one who believes in him will be put
to shame.” For there is no dis-
tinction between Jew and Greek;
the same Lord is Lord of all,
enriching all who call upon him.
For “everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.” 

Each community is to live in
unity and contribute to the entire
community through the gifts God
has given to each because they are
to remember that everything they
have and can do is gift.

A Catholic marriage is born in
this unity as well. In The
Catechism of the Catholic Church
it says (1627) “... The consent

consists in a ‘human act by which
the partners mutually give them-
selves to each other.’ This consent
that binds the spouses to each other
finds its fulfillment in the two
‘becoming one flesh.’” Therefore,
we know that in this union two
become one, complement and
complete one another, and form a
covenant bond which is indis-
soluble and makes the handling of
all life possible, the joy and vicis-
situdes. And the family formed by
this union lives in a peace which
knows they will be upheld,
respected as a necessary part of the
whole unified family. Family
members “have your back” and
help each member find the better
road and walk it.

12:3-13 – For by the grace
given to me I tell everyone among
you not to think of himself more
highly than one ought to think,
but to think soberly, each
according to the measure of faith
that God has apportioned. For as
in one body we have many parts,
and all the parts do not have the
same function, so we, though
many, are one body in Christ  and
individually parts of one another.
Since we have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us,
let us exercise them: if prophecy,
in proportion to the faith; if
ministry, in ministering; if one is a
teacher, in teaching; if one
exhorts, in exhortation; if one
contributes, in generosity; if one is
over others, with diligence; if one
does acts of mercy, with cheer-
fulness. Let love be sincere; hate
what is evil, hold on to what is
good; love one another with
mutual affection; anticipate one
another in showing honor. Do not
grow slack in zeal, be fervent in
spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in
hope, endure in affliction, per-
severe in prayer. Contribute to the
needs of the holy ones, exercise
hospitality.

We sing a hymn which says,
“We are all one body...”  Paul must
especially like to hear it. In 1
Corinthians Paul writes:

12:4-31 – There are different
kinds of spiritual gifts but the
same Spirit; there are different
forms of service but the same
Lord; there are different workings
but the same God who produces
all of them in everyone. To each
individual the manifestation of the
Spirit is given for some benefit. To
one is given through the Spirit the
expression of wisdom; to another
the expression of knowledge
according to the same Spirit; to
another faith by the same Spirit; to
another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit; to another mighty deeds; to
another prophecy; to another dis-
cernment of spirits; to another
varieties of tongues; to another
interpretation of tongues. But one
and the same Spirit produces all of
these, distributing them indi-
vidually to each person as he
wishes. As a body is one though it
has many parts, and all the parts
of the body, though many, are one

body, so also Christ. For in one
Spirit we were all baptized into one
body, whether Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free persons, and we
were all given to drink of one
Spirit. Now the body is not a single
part, but many. If a foot should
say, “Because I am not a hand I
do not belong to the body,” it does
not for this reason belong any less
to the body. Or if an ear should
say, “Because I am not an eye I do
not belong to the body,” it does not
for this reason belong any less to
the body. If the whole body were
an eye, where would the hearing
be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of
smell be? But as it is, God placed
the parts, each one of them, in the
body as he intended. If they were
all one part, where would the body
be? But as it is, there are many
parts, yet one body. The eye cannot
say to the hand, “I do not need
you,” nor again the head to the
feet, “I do not need you.” Indeed,
the parts of the body that seem to
be weaker are all the more nec-
essary, and those parts of the body
that we consider less honorable we
surround with greater honor, and
our less presentable parts are
treated with greater propriety,
whereas our more presentable
parts do not need this. But God
has so constructed the body as to
give greater honor to a part that is
without it, so that there may be no
division in the body, but that the
parts may have the same concern
for one another. If (one) part
suffers, all the parts suffer with it;
if one part is honored, all the parts
share its joy.  Now you are Christ’s
body, and individually parts of it.
Some people God has designated
in the church to be, first, apostles;
second, prophets; third, teachers;
then, mighty deeds; then, gifts of
healing, assistance, adminis-
tration, and varieties of tongues.
Are all apostles? Are all prophets?
Are all teachers? Do all work
mighty deeds? Do all have gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues?
Do all interpret? Strive eagerly for
the greatest spiritual gifts. But I
shall show you a still more
excellent way. 

And the “more excellent
way...” Paul shows us is expressed
in the most beautiful and uni-
versally known words about love:

13 – If I speak in human and
angelic tongues but do not have
love, I am a resounding gong or a
clashing cymbal. And if I have the
gift of prophecy and comprehend
all mysteries and all knowledge; if
I have all faith so as to move
mountains but do not have love, I
am nothing. If I give away
everything I own, and if I hand my
body over so that I may boast but
do not have love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient, love is kind. It is
not jealous, (love) is not pompous,
it is not inflated, it is not rude, it
does not seek its own interests, it is
not quick-tempered, it does not
brood over injury, it does not
rejoice over wrongdoing but

rejoices with the truth. It bears all
things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things.
Love never fails. If there are
prophecies, they will be brought to
nothing; if tongues, they will
cease; if knowledge, it will be
brought to nothing. For we know
partially and we prophesy par-
tially, but when the perfect comes,
the partial will pass away. When I
was a child, I used to talk as a
child, think as a child, reason as a
child; when I became a man, I put
aside childish things. At present
we see indistinctly, as in a mirror,
but then face to face. At present I
know partially; then I shall know
fully, as I am fully known.  So
faith, hope, love remain, these
three; but the greatest of these is
love. 

Think of the marriage, the
family, the community where each
part is prized for itself, as is,
nothing altered, and enough love,
encouragement, and support added
to help each individual reach for
their highest potential, and ulti-
mately to obtain life in God. This is
our purpose as Catholic Christians.
And those “outsiders” who watch
us living out this unified life, will
possibly be drawn to our strength:
God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit.

2Cor 5:14-21 – for the love of
Christ impels us, once we have
come to the conviction that one
died for all; therefore, all have
died. He indeed died for all, so that
those who live might no longer live
for themselves but for him who for
their sake died and was raised.
Consequently, from now on we
regard no one according to the
flesh; even if we once knew Christ
according to the flesh, yet now we
know him so no longer. So
whoever is in Christ is a new
creation: the old things have
passed away; behold, new things
have come. And all this is from
God, who has reconciled us to
himself through Christ and given
us the ministry of reconciliation,
namely, God was reconciling the
world to himself in Christ, not
counting their trespasses against
them and entrusting to us the
message of reconciliation. So we
are ambassadors for Christ, as if
God were appealing through us.
We implore you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God.  For
our sake he made him to be sin
who did not know sin, so that we
might become the righteousness of
God in him. 

And so, beginning with our
spouse, continuing within the
family, in our community, and the
work of our ministries we strive to
adhere to the teaching of St. Paul:

2Cor 13:11-13 – Finally,
brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways,
encourage one another, agree with
one another, live in peace, and the
God of love and peace will be with
you. ... The grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the holy
Spirit be with all of you.
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The Easter Vigil
by Darlene O’Neal

The Easter Vigil this year was extraordinary. The catechumens were
glowing, the church was beautifully decorated, and the choir was
outstanding. 

The ceremony began outdoors with the Service of Light. A fire was
lit and blessed, then the Paschal candle was lit from the fire by Father
Thanh. The Paschal candle symbolizes the triumph of Jesus and the Light
against death and darkness.

As the whole congregation entered the darkened church, with only
candles to light the way, excitement filled the air for the catechumens and
candidates. On this night, only the eight catechumens received the
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.

The Mass began with Father Thanh chanting the Easter Proclamation,
the Exultet. This ancient hymn of praise of the risen Christ is sung over

the Paschal candle and has been part of the Roman tradition since the
ninth century. 

The Liturgy of the Word followed, beginning with the story of
creation, with various readings from the Old and New Testaments,
reflecting on God’s interventions in time, and concluding with the
resurrection of Christ. Some of the readings reflect on Baptism, the
sacrament in which those who lived in darkness and death are buried, and
are baptized in Christ, filled with the light and life. The Easter Vigil, since
ancient times, has been the time for adults to be baptized and enter into
the Church. 

After the Liturgy of the Word, the faithful renewed their Baptismal
vows and the catechumens, with their sponsors, were called to the
Baptismal font. They had water poured over their heads as they received
the sacrament of Baptism. They were clothed in white gowns and given a
white candle, receiving the light of Christ. The whole congregation was
sprinkled with holy water as remembrance of their baptism.

The sacrament of Confirmation followed with the newly baptized
returning to the altar. As Father Thanh called each by name, they were
anointed on the forehead with Chrism oil of the Catechumens and sealed
with the Holy Spirit. The Liturgy of the Eucharist followed with the new
Catholics receiving the Body and Blood of Christ for the first time. It was
an emotional experience for all present. 

The King’s Choir, under the direction of the new choir director, Tina
Harrell, received a standing ovation for their beautiful voices. Their
“Alleluia” was absolutely outstanding. In the words of Deacon James
Scott - “Wow!” 

The eight who were baptized, confirmed, and received Holy
Communion are: Ronnie Cumbee, Keith Hicks, Hang Tran, Trucly
Nguyen, Thuy Vu-Nguyen, James Nguyen, Andy Nguyen, and Sonny
Nguyen. Thank you to all the sponsors.

Each year a gift of gratitude is given to an RCIA team member and
this year Kevin Wolfe was selected. He was presented by Deacon James
Scott before the Mass ended. Thanks, Kevin, for your help all year.

Father Thanh Nguyen concelebrated the Mass with Father Steven
Zehler and Father Marek Dzien, assisted  by Deacon James Scott.

by Darlene O’Neal

On Divine Mercy Sunday, or
the 2nd Sunday of Easter,
Confirmation of adults took place.
Four members of the RCIA class
who had been baptized in non-
catholic churches, along with their
sponsors, were called forward to
the foot of the altar. The candidates
were anointed with the chrism oil
and sealed with the Holy Spirit.

These four have been faithful
in their support of the catechumens
while awaiting their day when they
too could receive the Body and
Blood of Christ in Holy
Communion. Again, like at the
Easter Vigil, it was emotional for
everyone in the RCIA ministry to
witness this conversion. 

And again, like at the Easter
Vigil, the King’s Choir was
outstanding. Their “Alleluia”
brought everyone to their feet. At
the end of Mass, Father Thanh
thanked everyone: the Director of
RCIA, the RCIA team, the choir,
the church decorators, everyone

who spent their time and talents to
make the Easter season so special
at Christ the King.

The confirmed are: Cheryl
Davis, Jennifer Lunde, Jeff Kress
and James Massengill. Their
sponsors are Denise Smith,
Michelle Cole, Mary Jo Hiers and
Berry Landers.

Two Catholic candidates, Kerry
Wilson and Julliet Millimono, will
be confirmed on May 30 by Bishop
Victor Galeone. This Confirmation
will take place at the Cathedral –
Basilica at 5:00 p.m. Their
sponsors are Pat Kennedy and
Raine Araya. 

The entire RCIA team and class
of 2009 will be there for them on
their day. A reception for all of the
RCIA class will be held on
Pentecost Sunday after the 11:00
a.m. Mass.

The RCIA team consists of
Deacon James Scott, director of
RCIA, George Barletta, Mary
Rouse, Norma Landers, Berry
Landers, Kevin Wolfe, Louie
O’Neal and Darlene O’Neal.

Adult
Confirmation
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RCIA Comments
by Darlene O’Neal

The 2009 class of RCIA has completed the requirements to become
members of the Catholic church. However, they have just begun a never-
ending journey to know Christ and grow in the Lord. The newly baptized
and confirmed were asked to submit remarks about their experiences in
RCIA this year. Following are some of their comments:

Brothers and Sister in Christ,

I can say that with confidence and a smile, for it means so much more
to me now. I can also say, that having been Protestant and knowing the
Trinity, that I needed more. I have found that, coming into the Catholic
religion through the RCIA. I enjoy the love of brotherhood and the truth
handed down from Jesus himself.

I want to thank Deacon Scott, the RCIA team members, the
Catechumens and Candidates and especially my sponsor, Mary Jo Hires,
who shared with me her previous and renewed experiences to further my
faith.

See you in church,

Jeff Kress

Before taking part in the RCIA program, I had contemplated joining
the sessions for a solid year before taking action. My wife was raised
Catholic and both of my children were baptized at Christ the King. 

I originally started the sessions with the idea that it was the right thing
to do, since the rest of my family was Catholic and I had promised to raise
my kids in the Catholic faith. Soon after joining the sessions, I realized
that it had nothing to do with my family, but was more about me. God was
calling me to form a more personal relationship with Him and the RCIA
was the vehicle to do that. It was an awesome experience.

While the program is spread over numerous months, time seemed to
fly by. I looked forward to attending the weekly sessions and would rec-
ommend them to anyone who is considering the Catholic faith or who
would like to experience an outstanding Bible study session. Deacon
James Scott and his team did an outstanding job organizing the activities
and providing a supportive environment. The members of the team, and
many in our faith community, made the experience an extremely positive
one.

Keith D. Hicks

My experience with RCIA has been good. I was apprehensive at first,
not knowing what would take place. My initial reason for joining was to
please my wife who is Catholic. Pretty soon, the RCIA staff helped me to
realize that I was doing it for myself. And so it happened.

I learned a lot about Jesus Christ and the gospel and I learned the
prayers. As I interacted with the group, I learned to like them and to love
them. They became my big family. The class also changed my behavior. I
recognized my weaknesses, such as losing my temper when people cut me
off on the road. And I learned that I was to pray every time that happens.
It also changed the way I look at others. I cannot be judgmental, I have to
trust in the goodness of people.

Overall, it was a great experience and a fulfilling one. I volunteered to
serve as an usher on Sundays which means coming to church earlier. I also
plan to become a member of the Knights of Columbus.

James R. Massengill 

Dear Christ the King,

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone on my journey,
here at Christ the King. I came here to RCIA with my OWN agenda. What
a surprise God had in store for me! I want to tell everyone how wonder-
ful all the RCIA team members are, and how inspiring they have all been.
They encouraged all of us to dig deeper into the Word and into our hearts
and souls to find out what God really wanted from us. That’s when I real-
ized it was God, not me, who called me here to this church.

I would also like to thank my sponsor, Denise Smith, for all her love,
support and prayers during this time. I don’t want to forget anyone at
Christ the King, who said a word I needed to hear or lead me someplace
God had intended for me to be. The school faculty and staff even played
a part in helping me to grow in the Lord.

Thank you all so much. Yours in Christ, 

Cheryl Davis

The RCIA sessions have taught me a lot about Christianity. I have
learned how to pray and how to use my rosary. RCIA has also changed my
life. I have become a believer, and I have learned to have faith in God, no
matter how much struggle that I go through. 

Sincerely, 

Julliet Millimono

I had been attending Christ the King for 12 ½ years before I decided
to become Catholic. After my wife died, I thought it would keep me clos-
er to her if I was Catholic.

I joined the RCIA to learn more about the Catholic Church. I had no
idea what was involved in being Catholic. On the last day of sessions, I
realized I’ve learned a lot, thanks to the RCIA. Just being around Deacon
James Scott, the RCIA team and sponsors, and seeing all the enthusiasm,
I know I still have a long way to go.

Thanks to RCIA, I have taken a big step on my journey.

Ronnie Cumbee

Comments from Jennifer Lunde and Kerry Wilson were unavailable at
this time, and will be published in the next issue.

Note: It has been a pleasure to welcome all of these people to our parish.
Each one of them brought something special to share as they began their
journey. Please take a few minutes to look at the RCIA pictures in the
gathering area of the church and extend a hand to the new “graduates.”
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Confirmation 2009
A Family Affair

by Lucille Guzzone

Preparation to receive the sacrament of confirmation involves more
than just the confirmation class itself. It is an opportunity for families -
both the larger church community and the candidate’s own family- to
become immersed in the journey, as well. This year our own LIFE TEEN
members presented the full day retreat. Along with attending mandatory
meetings, many parents participated in the preparation and organization
of a reception honoring the sponsors. During the confirmation Mass,
parents of the Confirmandi served as readers, Eucharistic ministers and
gift bearers. Mothers of the school’s seventh graders hosted the reception
following the confirmation Mass. The ceremony itself took place during
the 5:00 p.m. Sunday vigil liturgy, allowing for the attendance of a broad
audience of regular church goers. Bishop Victor Galeone, who presided at
the Mass, said that having the Holy Spirit in one’s heart is “doing God’s
will with a smile on one’s face.” Certainly the Holy Spirit was present
throughout the congregation as friends in the church family and parents,
grandparents, sisters and brothers of the children were beaming from ear
to ear happy to be an integral part of this spirit-filled and most holy
occasion.

Jonathan Abney
Cristina Adona
Shaquille Armorer-Clarke
Austin Asher
Samantha Beams
Christopher Bobo
Sabrena H. Bobo
Robert P. Bowser
Austin Boyd
BriAnna Brugnolotti
Jamie Burns
Christina Canuto
Marley Caron 
Christian Chan 
Darby Clower 
Anthony Crocco 
Haley Curtis 
Zachary Deforge 
Michael Farrell 
Palmer Frye
Nicholas Gagnon 
Charles Garcia 
Stephanie Grochmal 
Peter House 
Than-Anh Huynh 
Angela Hyse 
Jan Vincent Jaro 
Nicholas Johnson 
Joseph Kersch 
Kevin Klima 
Mallorie Lesher 
John Lewis 

Denielle Lim 
Christian Madsen 
Huy Mai 
Megan Messer 
Hansy Monrose 
Anthony Nazaro 
Brittany Nazaro 
Matthew O’Donnell 
Sean Patti 
Riley Perrin
Colton Pooler 
Gage Poudrier 
Parker Quillen 
Andrew Raesemann 
Sunshine Ramirez 
Lauren Reynolds 
Gabriel A. Rodriguez 
Jonathan V. Rodriguez
James Scanlan
Amber Smith 
Kelsey Smith 
Noelle Solis 
Gabrielle Stoddard 
Bradley Surles 
Kaitlyn Tackett 
Aleeza Tecson 
Patrick Tonkovich 
Joshua Urbizu
John Luke Vega 
Madison Vestal 
Steven Vince 
Mark Wnuk

Confirmandi Class of 2008-2009

Isabelle Carolyn Deanna Ashley
Lauren Nicole Ashley
Zachariah Joel Alvarez
Ashley Mary Jean Baptiste
Kennedy Alyssa Barahona
Hope Ashley Barras
Stoney McArthur Barrett 
Andrew Scott Blenker
Annelisa Jeanette Bundoc
Ethan Angelo Bundoc
Rebecca Chivvis
Sara Kay Clarke-Gonzalez
Robert E. Davis, Jr. 
Gabriel Lawrence Dioso
Heather Ann Duane
Gianna Maria Espinal 
Hannah Elizabeth Ethridge
Benjamin Reda Geesey-Chaouki
Terry Gilliam, Jr.
Brian Guzman
John Paul Hernandez 
Regine Hilaire
Emily Holthouser
Marissa Lynn House
Rachalyn Blaire Hudson
Sheridan Khanh An Keisling
Randall Joseph Kidd, Jr.
Kameryn Leigh Mallinson

Garrett Andrew Manns
Ryder Knox Mathews
Alejandro Joseph Mella
Angelica Giselle Morales
Makayla Marie Norton
Arianna Nicole V. Palomo
Jason Andrew Powell
Kassidy Lee Ralston
Susan Elizabeth Ramkissoon
Victoria Elena Reep
Brianna Nicole Rodriguez
Shelby Ann Sanford
Michelle Seminario
Christopher John Shami
Elias Khalil Shami
Eric Brian Smith, III
Caitlyn Nicole Stanfill
Andrew Tecson
Fabrice Mandel Telfort
Vladimir Telfort
Natalie Ann Trepagnier
Mikaela Kathryn Trull
Jeremiah Ifiok Udoette
Keithan-Nghia Dinh Van
Leel Williams 
Dahlia Ann Wrubluski
Megan Reilly Yates
Alan Jacob Zwass 

2009 Holy Communion List
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by Tina Caiñas Harrell

IN CASE ANYONE SHOULD ASK WHY I CHOSE THIS TITLE FOR
MY ARTICLE SERIES:
Mus·ing      (my??’z?ng)    adj.   Deep in thought; contemplative.  n.
Contemplation; meditation.
A product of contemplation; a thought. “an elegant tapestry of
quotations, musings, aphorisms, and autobiographical reflections” 
The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition

Copyright © 2006 by Houghton Mifflin Company.

Often I find myself answering many questions concerning the music
we use or do not use in our liturgies and one of them is:  “Just where does
the Catholic Church get the tradition of chanting?”

In some clerical and musical circles, we refer to all this ceremony as
“smells and bells, and rant and chant”:  The smells for incense, the bells
for certain key times in the Mass, the rant for the more forceful preaching
style in a homily, the chant for the Latin and adapted English ancient style
of musical notation.

Just in case you might find yourself in a “church trivia” game, here are
some interesting facts about these important aspects of our Catholic
worship.  

The incense was used in the Old Testament Temple sacrifices as
commanded by the Lord Himself, before the Ark of the Covenant for
prayer, and whenever anyone offered grain or animals to God. In the New
Testament, you might recall that it was Zechariah’s turn to offer incense
in the Temple when the Angel Gabriel came to him to tell him of their
future son, John the Baptist.  Also, that incense was offered to the Christ-
Child at His birth and when you read Revelation 5:8 “And when he had
taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down
before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints,” and Revelation
8:2-4 “2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them
were given seven trumpets.  3 Another angel, who had a golden censer,
came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer, with the
prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne. 4 The
smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up
before God from the angel’s hand,”  you can see that incense represents
the ascent of the prayers of God’s people from “our lips to His ear” and
so we continue its use from the time of Moses and as long as there is
worship on this earth.  

The bells are rung to alert all who are within the radius of their sound
to be aware of the sacred in their midst and to be sure that they enter into
“sacred space” with the right spiritual preparation.  An example, Exodus
28:35 “Aaron must wear it (robe) when he ministers. The sound of the
bells will be heard when he enters the Holy Place before the LORD and
when he comes out, so that he will not die.”  In the 4th century when
Christianity was allowed to be practiced in public in the Roman Empire
without persecution, big churches began to spring up and by the 13th
century, the Gothic-style huge cathedral structures were erected.  Without
modern sound systems, one of the ways the Faithful were kept alert to
sacred moments of the Mass when seated far distances from the sanctuary,
was the ringing of the “sanctus bells.”  Pay attention to when this happens
and listen to the words spoken by the priest and the actions taking place.
I’m sure you’ll be able to know why this is still done the same way as
centuries ago.  

The chant comes to us from the Jewish liturgy and you should go one
day to a Shabbat Service on a Friday night to hear the Cantor chant the
Hebrew Scripture texts and the hymns sung from before the birth of

Christ.  Our Mass,
springing forth from
the Hebrew Passover
Meal, carries the
ancient traditional
forms of prayer.
However, along with
the sanctus bells and
their purpose, chant is
also a way to carry
through a huge
worship structure like
a cathedral, the
important words of
Scripture or hymn
texts before the time
of microphones.  It
has a specific form of
notation and has been adapted for modern use in various languages
besides Latin.  From the General Instruction of the Roman Missal
(Concordat cum originali: Msgr. James Patrick Moroney, Executive
Director, Secretariat for the Liturgy United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, The English translation of the General Instruction of the Roman
Missal (Third Typical Edition) © 2002,:  

The Importance of Singing 
39. The Christian faithful who gather together as one to await the
Lord’s coming are instructed by the Apostle Paul to sing together
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (cf. Col 3:16). Singing is the
sign of the heart’s joy (cf. Acts 2:46). Thus Saint Augustine says
rightly, “Singing is for one who loves.”48 There is also the ancient
proverb: “One who sings well prays twice.” 
40. Great importance should therefore be attached to the use of
singing in the celebration of the Mass, with due consideration for
the culture of the people and abilities of each liturgical assembly.
Although it is not always necessary (e.g., in weekday Masses) to
sing all the texts that are of themselves meant to be sung, every
care should be taken that singing by the ministers and the people
is not absent in celebrations that occur on Sundays and on holy
days of obligation.
In the choosing of the parts actually to be sung, however,
preference should be given to those that are of greater importance
and especially to those to be sung by the priest or the deacon or the
lector, with the people responding, or by the priest and people
together.49
41. All other things being equal, Gregorian chant holds pride
of place because it is proper to the Roman Liturgy. Other types
of sacred music, in particular polyphony, are in no way excluded,
provided that they correspond to the spirit of the liturgical action
and that they foster the participation of all the faithful.50 Since
faithful from different countries come together ever more
frequently, it is fitting that they know how to sing together at
least some parts of the Ordinary of the Mass in Latin,
especially the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer, set to the simpler
melodies.51

Therefore, I am proud of Christ the King for having “endured” the
Lenten singing of the Latin Simple Chant setting for the Mass parts and I
look forward to teaching everyone the Pater Noster.

Musical Musings

by Charm Saults

The SCRIP program or “Shop with SCRIP” is a two-fold program. We
are opening it up to the parish community. It has been a profitable
fundraising program to help the school and a convenient way to shop not
only for cards used for gift giving but everyday shopping as well.

There are hundreds of vendors to help accommodate your shopping
needs. Most of us buy gas and groceries weekly. Publix, Winn-Dixie, Wal-
Mart and Sam’s Club are on the list. Other stores include apparel, casual
and fine dining, Home Depot, Lowe’s and Ace Hardware just to name a
few. 

If you know you are going to shop at any of the stores just purchase
the cards in advance. Planning to make a repair or home improvement?
Purchase SCRIP cards. Gift cards, as we already know, make wonderful
gifts. Look over your gift lists and purchase the cards through SCRIP.
This is just a few of the many ways to utilize SCRIP in your lives. 

It is a very easy and convenient way to shop for the items you use
every day and at the same time support the school and parish. No need to

write checks at every store or carry cash. If you have a balance left on the
card just present it for your next purchase at that store until the card is
used up.

This is how it works. Choose the cards and denominations you wish
to purchase. Printed lists of vendors will be available or can be viewed on
the SCRIP website.  They can be ordered 1/2 hour before and after the
weekend Masses in the Religious Articles Gift Store, online (register via
the CTK website: www.ctkcatholic.com) or through the school. There will
be people available at the Religious Articles Gift shop to help you place
your order. At that time payment (cash or check only) will be made. All
orders are placed by the SCRIP Coordinators on Monday and received on
Friday. Pick up can be after the masses or in the rectory.

You only pay the face amount on the card. No extra charges. The
vendors will give us a percentage anywhere from 2% to 13% on the card
purchases.

Make SCRIP card purchases a part of your life and help support Christ
the King.

Don’t use cash, use SCRIP!!!!

The SCRIP Program
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

If you have been around Christ
the King for a few years you have
probably run into Stu Pierce one
way or another. He is a big
strapping man with a ready smile
and a friendly word for everyone.
Stu is also a motorcycle enthusiast
and is no Johnny-come-lately to
this mode of transportation as he
has been riding cycles all of his
adult life. He has traveled the
countryside on his bike and he is
considered the best of the best. I
tell you this as it is important to the
article. 

You may know Stu as a greeter
at the 9:00 a.m. Mass or perhaps
you know him from the St. Vincent
de Paul Society but if you were to
ask Stu what was closest to his
heart he would immediately say
that it is being a member in good
standing of the group that calls
itself the ‘6:30 a.m. Mass regulars’. 

All of this way of life came to
an abrupt end on the afternoon of
January 4, 2009, after the Feast of
the Epiphany and International
Dinner. Stu was on his motorcycle
with his wife, Laddie Lou in the
side car when, on the Wonderwood
Parkway headed to Hanna Park, he
was broadsided by a vehicle that
plowed right into him at a high rate
of speed. Stu who has a sixth sense
when it comes to motorcycles was
caught unaware as the car was
totally out of his peripheral line of
vision. The impact was horrific and
the injuries were almost sure to be
fatal. Miraculously, his wife
escaped with only a minor
concussion.

The whole left side of Stu’s
body was crushed as he lay there
barely clinging to life. If there was
any chance of saving him it would
be the trauma center at Shands
Hospital where he was life flighted.
One doctor commented that the left
side of his body looked like
“ground meat.” Stu’s right leg was
badly broken and so was his hip.
His pelvic bone was broken in three
places which were repaired with
metal stents and screws. His lung
had collapsed and a tube was
inserted in order to breathe. He had
lost five and a half pints of blood at
the accident before he was taken to
Shands where he underwent four
and one half hours of exploratory
surgery to check whether his
internal organs were intact and to
ascertain if his heart could sustain

any more surgery. Stu had a five-
team medical group; of which four
of them believed that he probably
wouldn’t survive. But there was
one doctor who strongly felt that if
they didn’t clean up the mess he’d
be dead by morning; so the team
went back to surgery again
amputating his left leg below the
knee. If that weren’t enough, the
area above the amputated leg was
also broken in ten places. The
doctors fixed what could be done at
that moment. On that fateful night
he received 11 pints of blood with
four of the five doctors believing
that he would soon pass away.

Stu said he remembers nothing
of the next few days except
unrelenting and excruciating pain
coupled with all sorts of weird
dreams or hallucinations. His
family was there at his bedside
night and day during this
horrendous ordeal. He was not
improving and the outlook looked
bleak. His vital signs were
beginning to wane. Stu later
learned that the doctors had a
conference with the family in
which they were told that they
should be making final
arrangements. 

While all of this was going on
the dreams persisted and one of
those dreams remains hauntingly
vivid and vital to what happened
next. In his own words Stu recalls
that he had reached a point where
he no longer wanted to go on—

I was losing my will to live
because the pain was
unbearable and nothing could
dull the enormity of my
suffering. The pain had sapped
my will to fight this torment
any more. It wouldn’t be too
hard to give up. I knew that my
family would be okay. My
oldest daughter, Leilani, was
happily married and had a
family. Rebecca, my younger
daughter, was doing well now
and Laddie Lou, my wife,
would be able to care for
herself. 
I recall very clearly this dream
in which my mother and father
and my brother, Joe, who had
died last year from cancer were
present. They were all in
heaven and it was a beautiful,
peaceful place, quiet, serene
and without pain. As a child

growing up my mother had a
special devotion to the Blessed
Mother and taught us to say
three Hail Marys daily. My
mother who had a most deep
and abiding faith told us if we
said three Hail Marys every day
the Blessed Mother would look
after us; and when death was
near, she would be there to help
you step into heaven. My
brother, Joe urged me to say
those three Hail Marys and that
everything would be okay as
there was a place waiting for
me in heaven.
I recall saying the first two Hail
Marys as they seemed to come
out easy. One more and all the
pain would be gone and heaven
would be in sight. I began the
third one but the words were
jumbled so I began again and it
became worse as if the prayer
was stuck inside and nothing
could bring it forth. No matter
how hard I tried the third one
wouldn’t come out.
In the meantime unbeknownst
to me while I am trying to cross
over my older daughter,
Leilani, was shouting out loud
saying, ‘You can not die.
You’re the strongest man I
know. You have to give this
more fight. I love you. I don’t
know how to live without you.’
The next thing I hear is a soft
feminine voice saying very
distinctly in my ear, ‘The
reason you cannot say the third
one is because you are not
going to die but you are going
to stay and fight.’ I knew it was
Mother Mary. 
With that I came out of the
coma and said, ‘Where are my
eggs?’ I thought someone had
already brought them. The
doctor who was in the room
answered with: ‘I’m going to
get them right now.’
Of course, he didn’t but he told
my family members that there
is a very good chance that I
would now make it. The doctor
decided to put me back into a
medically induced coma
because the pain was just too
much for my heart to take at
this time.
It is now eleven days later and

Stu has returned to the land of the
living. Father Zehler is visiting
with him and he asked Father to
pray with him to forgive the
woman who had hit him. The
woman shall be nameless except to
say that she is an illegal alien,
driving without a license or
insurance, talking on a cell phone,
in a car that didn’t belong to her.
She is now in jail leaving two small
children for someone else to care

for. Stu knew that, if he didn’t pray
and forgive her, he would not get
better. Both he and Father spent
time in prayer with forgiveness his
goal. Stu says he has totally
forgiven her and is at peace with
the situation.

Stu believes that one of the
biggest keys to forgiveness was the
healing power of the Eucharist both
physically and emotionally which
he received daily with some few
exceptions during his time of
hospitalization.  

There is still another aspect to
this happening that Stu wants you
to know about and that is the
connection with Father Thanh. At
the time of the accident our pastor
was in Vietnam and was unaware
of the accident. He was contacted
by our parish administrator, Frank
Japour, who filled him in on the
details. When Father heard the
news his response was, “I must go
to the shrine of Our Lady of
LaVang to pray for Stu.” It is Stu’s
belief that those prayers took place
at the same time that Stu had his
encounter with Blessed Mother
Mary. 

Recovery is slow but progress
is being made. Stu went from
Shands Hospital to Brooks
Rehabilitative Hospital and is now
at home on River Glen Lane. He
has to work very hard every day at
his therapy if he wants to reach his
goal of being able to walk back into
Christ the King Church. 

To show you the mettle of the
man, I asked him how he was able
to deal with the loss of the lower
part of his leg. He responded, “Oh,
that’s nothing, I know plenty of
guys from the Vietnam War who
lost a leg and they’re doing fine and
so will I!” 

Another wonderful sign of
Stu’s recovery is that he is back
among the 6:30 a.m. Mass regulars
several times a week. Stu is most
grateful to Everett Comstock, Hank
Pelz, and other volunteers who pick
him up and bring him to Mass.
Being in a wheel chair does not
stop this persevering, faithful
Christian. 

There is no “poor me” in Stu
Pierce. He has a program to live by
and faith to accomplish his goals.
He strongly believes that in life 10
percent is what happens to you but
90 percent is your attitude toward
that happening. Today’s Stu’s life
consists of four key elements:
prayer, rehabilitation, diet, and
attitude and he works on each
aspect of those elements every day.
His wife, his two daughters, and a
host of friends along with his
church family are at his side
cheering him on. Can there be any
doubt in anyone’s mind that Stu
Pierce is going to reach that goal of
walking into Christ the King
Church.

This, dear readers, is a man of
faith and faith can move
mountains.

The Blessed Mother and Stu Pierce
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Keith and Deidre Hicks

Keith and Deidre Hicks have only been parishioners for three years, but they are already making a differ-
ence, helping wherever they can.

Keith is originally from Marianna, Florida, and Deidre is from Ormond Beach, Florida. Deidre did live in
Staten Island, New York, for a few years as a child. Keith and Deidre met in Ormond Beach. They have two
children, Kyle, age seven, and Fallon, age four, both attending Christ the King School and pre-school. Kyle
loves to read books to her little brother  and help with his numbers.

Keith is a Division Chief of the Duval County Property Appraisal Office. Even though Keith has a busy
schedule he always has time to help with church projects: T-Ball, Cub Scouts, the carnival, etc. Keith has attend-
ed the RCIA classes and was baptized at Easter.

Deidre works hard for the MOMS Ministry and helps for special events. She has spent hours on Saturdays
pricing items for the Country Store for the carnival. She has also organized the book sale for the MOMS min-
istry and the school. 

Jeff and Kate Asher

Jeff and Kate Asher joined Christ the King Parish in 1999. Jeff is originally from Chicago and Kate comes
from Gainesville. They have three children. Brooke attended Christ the King school and is now at Bishop
Kenny. Austin will follow his sister this year and Shelby is still a student at CTKS.

Jeff and Kate have become very focused on LIFE TEEN since Brooke and Austin are both teenagers. 
Jeff’ and Kate’s volunteer work revolves around their children’s interests, supporting school fundraisers to

help reduce burden of parish support.
Jeff is involved in many Knights of Columbus activities (Tootsie roll drives, etc.), CTK Men’s Club

(Campus improvement projects) and helps with the Lenten Fish Frys and the New Orleans dinner before the car-
nival. Jeff really is involved in any and all of the fundraisers and parish functions.

Kate also serves as a room parent, taking care of the banners for First Holy Communion. Kate volunteers
with Jeff for all the fundraisers and parish functions. As Kate said, “I look forward to volunteering with the Altar
Society in a few years as the children’s needs diminish.”

Jeff and Kate would like to emphasize how much they have enjoyed the established (in some cases, found-
ing) parishioners. Christ the King welcomed them with open arms. Kate said, “We found our family faith.”

Mark and Laurie Plotz

Mark and Laurie Plotz were married on August 18, 1984 by Father O’Neil at Christ the King Church. They
have two sons, both of whom attended Christ the King School. Jacob, a pre-med student, is finishing his soph-
omore year at the University of Florida, where he also works part-time. He volunteers every year at Camp I Am
Special and has been involved at Camp Promise for seven years. He also enjoys wrestling and working out,
should he find some spare time.

His brother Aaron is a junior at Bishop Kenny High School where he is an active participant in the track
and field program. He has placed well this year taking a first in pole vault and has competed in the state-wide
tournament. He is an accomplished percussionist. He plays drums regularly at Isle of Faith Methodist Church,
as well as gigs of all types around Jacksonville. Aaron has also worked for three years at Camp I Am Special.

Mark Plotz is on the board of directors of a flag football league, has worked taking the parish census, and is
a Eucharistic Minister.

Laurie Plotz is head of the Stewardship/Hospitality Ministry where she is working on a revision of the parish
ministry book.

This remarkable family is totally committed to the parish and actively participate in many ministry projects.

Tom and Dana McCrone

Tom and Dana McCrone met at Baptist Medical Center. They were married in 1990. Tom is originally from
Jacksonville, and he graduated from Terry Parker High School. Tom and Dana have two children, Ashlea and
Johnny. Ashlea will be a freshman at Bishop Kenny High School in the fall. Ashlea has played volleyball for
four years at Christ the King School and she hopes to continue in high school.  Johnny is in seventh grade and
very interested in technology, mainly computers. 

Tom is spearheading the project to move the school office into the science lab. This relocation will give the
science lab more space.  Entering the school office through Sheppard Square will be more attractive and will
add an extra measure of security. Tom is working with contractors receiving bids and pricing. Tom said Ray
Christian drew up the plans. The time for the renovation to take place is the summer of 2010. Tom and Dana are
very busy people, but as you can see, they will always help when there is a need.
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by Father Bob Carleton

Have you ever noticed that the
Maryknoll Magazine seems to
feature a lot of the same faces in its
articles? Also have you noticed the
number of black and white photos
that focus on the history of
Maryknoll, the “early days” or the
“days of the giants.” As a history
buff I enjoy seeing those pictures of
the first missioners heading off to
China in their black suits, cassocks,
and straw hats. As a young boy I
wondered if I could ever be one of
them. “Leave the USA behind and
head out for China or Africa.”

In fact it did become a reality.
This year I will mark my 45th year
of ordination as a Maryknoll
Missionary priest. It is a journey
that has taken me around the globe
several times. Truly memories for a
lifetime. I remember that warm
early summer day in Ossining, NY
when 39 classmates and I
prostrated ourselves on the cool
stone chapel floor at the Mary,
Queen of Apostles chapel. I had
completed 9 years of seemingly
interminable formation to prepare
myself to receive the laying on of
hands by Bishop John Comber, our
Maryknoll Superior General. I was
ready to take on the world for Jesus
and the gospel. My enthusiasm was
dampened some as I was to receive
my first assignment to Cleveland,

Ohio. The locals called Cleveland,
the ‘mistake on the lake.’ I was
assigned to do mission promotion
and recruit other missioners for
Maryknoll. 

Those were the days of big
classes. The following year 52 were
ordained.  We were ordained at the
end of Vatican II. It surprised me
that shortly after the Council
vocations to mission started to
decline. I had thought they would
go up as the Church was reaching
out to more people on their own
level, in their own language. The
buzz word for Maryknollers was
‘enculturation.’ To us that meant:
‘translate and live the gospel
message in some of the world’s
most diverse and difficult
environments.” In Central America
where I was working ‘formation of
the laity” was the priority. Most of
the rural population was Catholic
with practically no formation.
Multiply yourself through lay
ministers, catechists, delegates of
the word. Those were heady days.
We were young and the seminaries
still had good numbers with fresh
young blood to fill the ranks after
us.

However, the 60’s and early
70’s were turbulent years in the
U.S.: the assassination of John F.
Kennedy, the Civil Rights
Movement, the end of the Vatican

Council, the Vietnam war reached
its height, the assassinations of
Martin Luther King and Bobby
Kennedy, detente with the Soviet
Union, diplomatic recognition of
China, Watergate, Nixon resigns.
No wonder lots of people lost their
way.

In the US Catholic Church
religious vocations started to
decline across the board. When I
was ordained in 1964 there were
about 12,000 fulltime American
Catholic missionaries working
outside the US They were
predominantly priests, brothers,
and sisters. Lay missionaries hadn’t
caught on yet. Today the numbers
have changed dramatically. There
are about 3,000 fulltime American
missionaries with lay missioners
making up about 20% of the total
number..

What will the new Maryknoll
look like and where will we “be
going” (Quo vadis?) We will be
smaller for sure. No longer the
biggest kid on the block. We won’t
have our own territory, meaning we
will be working under local
bishops. Before Vatican II many
missionaries were assigned to staff
particular dioceses or territories,
e.g. The Prefecture of Musoma,
Tanzania was assigned to
Maryknoll. Actually this system

changed shortly after Vatican II.
Today most bishops in mission
territories are natives of the
country. We will be working under
local bishops living in small
clusters within dioceses. There will
be greater collaboration especially
with lay missionaries from abroad.
The formation of more local lay
leaders will continue as our most
important short term priority.

We will have to be more
selective as to where we work.
Today we receive many invitations
but don’t have the numbers to
fulfill them. We will choose places
where bishops and Maryknoll are
working out of the same pastoral
plan. We will continue to recruit for
the local church and turn over our
works to that church when they are
ready to stand on their own feet, or
as our beloved Bishop James E.

Walsh said long ago “a missioner is
one who goes to where he is needed
and not wanted, and stays till he is
wanted and not needed.”

Keep us in your prayers.
Maryknoll has been a great
blessing to the U.S. church. I hope
and pray that it will continue to
challenge and call forth our best to
share with our needy brothers and
sisters around the world. Giving of
our best will only strengthen our
local church.

Quo Vadis Maryknoll?

by Frank Becht

Maryknoll Affiliates is a movement of the international organization
known as the Catholic Foreign Mission Society of America formed in
1911. Maryknoll is comprised of three distinct entities, the Maryknoll
Fathers and Brothers, the Maryknoll Sisters of St. Dominic and the
Maryknoll Lay Missioners.

Maryknoll was formed to serve the Church outside the United States,
which until this time had been served by missionaries from other
countries. It was time for the American Church to send its missioners
outside the United States.

Maryknoll first sent priests, brothers, sisters and eventually lay
missioners to the Orient. Currently, missioners are sent to countries
throughout the Orient, Asia, Latin America and Africa.

Maryknoll Affiliates are people who closely identify themselves with
the Maryknoll organization and their vision, spirit and charism. They are
people who work at home and in their local churches and communities but
who wish to support and pray for the principles of spirituality, community,
global vision and action (guiding principles of the Affliliates.)  Affiliates
gather in local Chapters for prayer, reflection and mutual support of
Maryknoll efforts on a regular basis, generally monthly.

What Can You Do?
Besides praying, since you can’t go to the missions, you can:
Encourage others to join you in prayer and support of Maryknoll.
Promote the Maryknoll magazine to family and friends. 
Make donations to Maryknoll causes by monthly support
or as you are able.

E n c o u r a g e
vocations to the
p r i e s t h o o d ,
brotherhood, and
sisterhood amongst
your family and
friends. 

Become pro-
active in your faith!

Maryknoll Affiliates



by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Therefore I am now going to
allure her: 
I will lead her into the desert 
and speak tenderly to her. 

There I will give her back her
vineyards 
and transform her Valley of
Troubles 
into a Door of Hope —-Hosea
2:16-17 

There are, among us, women
who have undergone the pain and
trauma of abortion but later have
had the opportunity to spend a
weekend at a Rachel’s Vineyard
retreat. It is exactly those women
who will fully understand what the
above passage from Hosea is all
about. 

Many women and men silently
suffer from the affects of abortion
because they do not know that help
is available. Rachel’s Vineyard was
founded in 1993 by psychologist
Dr. Theresa Burke, author of the
book, “Forbidden Grief” along with
her husband, Kevin, author of
“Redeeming a Father’s Heart: Men
Share Powerful Stories of Abortion
Loss and Recovery.” Today the
retreat weekends are offered in 47
states and 27 countries. 

Recently, there was just such a
retreat held in our diocese. It had

the prayerful support of Bishop
Victor Galeone and the faithful
help and support of dedicated
priests, such as Father Steven
Zehler, who spearheaded the drive
to invite volunteers from our parish
to participate in the preparations for
the recent retreat. He said that it
would send a message to those
attending the retreat that the parish,
as a Christian community, was
behind them. Christ the King
parishioners organized a “prayer
team,” made prayer blankets, gift
bags, lovingly prepared meals,
readied the rooms, arranged for
flowers, and other necessary tasks
prior to the participant’s arrival.
This was truly an opportunity for
Christ the King parish to extend a
healing hand. 

It is important to note that the
retreat itself is held in a secluded
and confidential setting and the pri-
vacy and anonymity of all partici-
pants is of utmost importance. It is
also interesting to learn that the
retreat is open to all, and that means
men, women, siblings, couples,
grandparents, families, or anyone
who has ever been touched by the
scourge of abortion. 

Exactly what goes on at a
Rachel’s Vineyard retreat? It begins
on a Friday evening and concludes
Sunday afternoon. The retreat uses
“Living Scriptures” which help
participants open up to the healing
power of God and His Mercy.
There is a trained retreat team, con-
sisting of clergy, licensed mental
health counselors, and lay people,
who are available to assist in many
different ways throughout the
weekend. 

“The traditional Catholic
retreat, which is used in our dio-
cese, consists of Masses, the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, and
an opportunity to spend time with
Jesus in Adoration, and a beautiful
Memorial Service, a grace-filled
time of remembrance of the chil-

dren lost to abortion” says Donna
Augustine, the local retreat coordi-
nator. Participants of all faiths have
come through the doors of Rachel’s
Vineyard and have found peace and
healing. “People respond to the
grace of God,” Donna pointed out
so poignantly. She went on to say
that many feel “unworthy of God’s
mercy and also believe they could
never forgive themselves. I was one
of them.” Many men and women
carry this heavy burden for a long
time, having to stuff those feelings
away that almost seem to come out
in other ways in one’s life. It takes
a lot of courage to come forward. 

Rachel’s Vineyard has been
called a hidden treasure, a gift to
the Church, an answer to prayer, “a
place where God’s glory descends,
breaking the self-imposed prison
walls....setting the captives free.”
The message here is THERE IS
HEALING. Donna reflected, “God
is calling you to receive His gift of
hope and peace.” 

Before closing, please read and
reflect on a quote from a woman
who attended this recent retreat
weekend:

“I just completed my
Rachel’s Vineyard retreat
on March 20-22, 2009. It
was the most moving/heart
healing experience of my
life to be able to look into
myself and confront the
guilt and shame that I felt
and have carried around
with me. Before the retreat I
would think to myself that
no one could forgive me. I
was that person that walked
around with my head down
and prayed no one would
see me and talk to me, that
somehow I would taint
them with all of the wrongs
that I did in my past, that I
did something so
horribly/fundamentally

wrong. Forgive, you have
got to be kidding. No way. I
deserve not to be forgiven
but through the love and
support of everybody there
and listening to other peo-
ple go through similar expe-
riences and to come to
know more fully  God’s
infinite love that He forgave
me and to feel that forgive-
ness in the essence of my
soul. God’s love will forev-
er have a profound impact
on my life. Saying thank
you seems too small a thing
compared to everything that
you do but thank you from
the bottom of my heart to
everybody at Christ the
King that helped to make
Rachel’s Retreat a healing
place.”—V

So for those of you who might
want to take part in a Rachel’s
Vineyard retreat, there will be
another held May 15-17, 2009, and
if that is not convenient, there are
retreats scheduled in September
and November of this year as well.
You may make contact through the
web site www.rachelsvineyard.org
or you may call (904) 221-3232 for
further information. Please keep in
mind that all inquiries are very con-
fidential. 

As a parish family, let us con-
tinue to pray for the end of abortion
and for God’s healing upon those
who have suffered the wound of
abortion.
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Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat

Christ The King Clinic
by Willie Blaquiere

It is April 24 and I am dreading tomorrow
because it is clinic day. We do not have suffi-
cient clerical volunteers to process the patients
in a timely manner. This staff shortage stresses
the working volunteers to the max.     Many of
our volunteers have been working at this clinic
since it opened in 1993. Over time we have had
drop outs due to health issues and illness in the
family. If you can volunteer a few hours a month
or every other month, please consider giving us
a hand.

A recent study by the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation estimates the uninsured in our coun-
try at over forty five million. In Florida the unin-
sured amounts to twenty-five percent of the
population. This number is expected to grow
due to job loss and the economy in general. It
seems overwhelming at times, difficult to

believe helping the small number of people on
the fourth Saturday of the month is worth the
while. However, if the one person who is helped
is you or someone you love, it is the best thing
that has happened to you that day or many days
to come. If a PERSON can get the medication
they need to function in their family or work
even part time, it is the best gift they could get. 

The paper work is necessary to process
patients and have an orderly system. Sometimes
it is easy to get lost in that process and not see
the faces and eyes of the people we help. If we
had more volunteers there would be more time
to look at people as people and not as a pile of
papers to fill out. We are in difficult times, fam-
ilies who were secure are no longer secure;
those who were not so secure are losing ground
fast.

CAN YOU HELP FOR A FEW HOURS
A MONTH? WE NEED DOCTORS,

NURSES, AND CLERICAL PEOPLE.
WE NEED PEOPLE TO HELP SET UP
AND PUT EVERYTHING AWAY.
CAN YOU HELP WITH A CASH
DONATION OR SAMPLES OF MED-
ICATIONS? PLEASE CALL ME IF
YOU CAN GIVE ANY ASSISTANCE
IN ANY WAY.
WILLIE BLAQUIERE 744-6792.
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by Tim McClellan, Parish Council President

If you are looking to get involved, and you are not sure where your
time and talent can be properly utilized, look no further than the weekly
bulletin. There you will find a list of more than 60 ministries and affiliated
organizations waiting for your help. All you have to do is pick up the
phone, or get in front of a keyboard and take the first step.

Christ the King has many wonderful ministries providing service,
support, and spiritual enrichment for our diverse parish community. Over
the past several months, we have seen some changes in the ministry
offerings, including the addition of two new ministries: the IT Ministry,
and SCRIP. We have also been planning changes to others including the
Religious Articles Store.

For those of you unfamiliar with the SCRIP program at the school,
there is a brief explanation of how it works in this edition of the Courier.
The SCRIP program provides a pain free mechanism for fundraising at the
school. Whether you frequent Wal-Mart, Publix, Carrabba’s, or dozens of
other retailers, restaurants, and service companies, by planning ahead and
purchasing your cards through SCRIP, you are helping Christ the King
School. And it’s not just the school that benefits; you benefit as well. If
you purchase cards for retailers like Wal-Mart, you may actually save
money as these cards can be used to purchase gas at discounted prices.

Parishioners who wish to order their SCRIP cards online can do so
from the comfort of home, or through the Religious Articles Store
beginning this summer. A terminal will be installed in the store to provide
people with access to the SCRIP website (www.shopwithscrip.com) to
place their orders.

The newly started IT Ministry will be challenged to help the parish
move forward on the technology front to keep up with the current trends.
This includes not only the more visible aspects like the parish website
(www.ctkcatholic.com), but also assisting with infrastructure projects,
and offering training programs for our parishioners to become more
comfortable with technology like your personal computer. 

The new IT Ministry is currently looking for talented individuals who
are able to offer their expertise, whether it involves infrastructure,
database, or web design. All are welcome to get involved. 

More changes that will take place
over the summer include the
transition to new leadership in the
Religous Articles Store. This
transition will take place over the
next few months, and there are plans
to introduce many changes not only
to the inventory that is carried in the
store, but also with regard to how the
store will conduct business. 

The new leadership in the store
will be working very closely with the
IT Ministry to develop a web
presence for the store making it more
convenient for parishioners to order
and purchase products. 

The store will also coordinate
their offerings with Christ the King
School to assist in providing supplies
and products making it easier for
parents, students, and teachers to obtain items for the different seasons,
sacraments, or events.

The changes will provide the Religious Articles Store with more
visibility and more selections for parishioners. By bringing technology
into the store, the goal will be to provide shoppers with a broader
inventory to view, and more convenient methods for shopping here at
Christ the King. 

If you have any feedback on things you would like to see at the
Religious Articles Store, don’t hesitate to offer these up for consideration. 

We are listening!
With many changes happening in our parish on a daily basis, the focus

remains on providing our community with an opportunity to live their
faith by participating in these ministries. With so many opportunities to
pick from, there is a ministry that will fit just about every person in the
parish. These are only a small sampling of what is available to you.

What’s your calling?

Tim Talks

by Willie Blaquiere

Here we are, nearing the end of
the spring season. The last we all
knew we were talking about the
miracle of Christmas. CKCCW
stays somewhat active year around
but meetings are cut back or
suspended, for the summer. Our
spring season started with a card
party in February. Some guests
played cards, others bunko, others
just visited. We had many lovely
door prizes, a raffle and a good
lunch. Bootsie Rhoden won the
raffle, a rolling overnight bag, bath
towels, handmade note cards and
wine. Mike Burns, a professional
entertainer, gave us a lovely
lunchtime show with song, piano,
and jokes. 

March was celebrated with a
high tea. The Shirley David Hall
was decorated for the occasion and
never looked better. The tables
were reminiscent of days gone by
— teacups, flowers. We ate scones,
finger sandwiches and had a great
time chatting. All ladies of the
parish were invited; we hope next
year to see more young ladies and
their friends. 

If you would like to learn to
make your own greeting cards,
watch for an announcement in the
bulletin. Monica Crisp invited
Sharon Field to come to teach card
making on March 19. The cost was
$5.00, which included all supplies.
Everyone who attended had a good
two hours and had fun making

something to give that has a special
meaning. Anyone is invited to

come, bring your friends and
neighbors. 

On Good Friday, council
members served soup between the
services. There were thirteen
different soups to choose from and

all were a hit. In 2007 we served
about ninety parishioners; this year
we served one hundred and fifty.
Thank you to Mr. Wheeler and
Panera Bread, for donating the
bread to go with the soup.  

St. Augustine Diocese will host
the National Catholic Women
convention this year. The

convention date is September 23-
27 and will be held at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Jacksonville. A
raffle will be held to help fund the
convention, tickets are now
available for $2.00 or six for
$10.00, prizes are $500, $250,
$100, $50 and $25. Please contact
Monica Crisp at 721-2754 or Daisy
McDonald at 646-0902 for tickets
or information.  

Patrice Pruitt is taking charge of
CKCCW annual luncheon
commitment for Camp I Am
Special. If you can help or make a
donation, please contact Patrice at
645-6132.  

Mother’s Day Mass cards were
on sale in April. The profits go to
Born Free. Father’s Day cards will
be on sale before Father’s Day and
the profits stay in the parish to help
fund year-end projects. The project
for this year has not yet been
determined. Suggestions are
welcome.  

CKCCW by-laws are being
amended this year to create one-
year terms for the officers. Final
voting regarding these changes will
be taken in the autumn.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU:

Dolores Bianco will travel to
Idaho the first week in May to visit
her grandchildren, Josh and Toni
Marie, and their mother. She will
attend a ceremony at the University
of Idaho to honor her late son, Jim
Bianco, with a posthumous degree

in Computer Engineering. Jim died
suddenly last fall. Dolores will stay
a week, we wish her  a safe trip and
a lovely visit.  

Willie Blaquiere had the great
pleasure of a month long visit with
great granddaughter, Dylan
Michelle Smith, and her mother
Ashley. Dylan is seventeen months
old and very active, great fun. 

Brian Corrigan, son of Tim and
Nancy Mead-Corrigan, grandson of
Jane and Jim Mead, is a May, 2009
graduate of Notre Dame University.
Brian will graduate Summa Cum
Laude with a degree in history and
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. He
is the third generation to graduate
from Notre Dame, following his
father Tim and grandfather John
Corrigan. Jane and Jim will be
making the trip to be with Brian
and his family. Congratulations to
the Corrigan and Mead families.

Saturday, April 25 edition of
Arlington Sun, supplement to
Times Union, profiled Betty
Kuehl’s service as an Angelwood
volunteer. Betty helps in the
kitchen and in many other areas at
Angelwood and has been active for
many years. She was complimented
for her kindness and faithful
service. She is a past president of
CKCCW. Congratulations, Betty.

CKCCW welcomes all women
of the parish to join our ranks.
Please contact Monica Crisp for
details. We have a lot of activities,
good company, dues are low and
the hours are flexible. 

CKCCW Chat 



by Frank Becht

Resurrection Parish held a
third annual Lenten retreat for
men on March 28. Father Ananda
Maddineni, Pastor of Holy Spirit,
Father Caesar Russo, Diocesan
Marriage Tribunal and Father
Jason Trull, Pastor of
Resurrection were the main
speakers. Also assisting in the
program were Deacon Michael
O’Brien of Holy Spirit, Lance
Bolena of Voice of the Martyrs,
and Gene Frenette, Sports
Columnist for the Florida Times-
Union.

There was a broad range of
subjects, “God is My Life,” “God
Lights My Way,” “To Know Him,
Serve Him,” and “The Acts of the
Disciples.” The theme of the day,
“God in My Life,” was very
effectively covered with the
broad approaches of the priests,
the deacon with his personal story
of how God led him to the
ministry, and Gene Frenette in
how God worked in his life - all
very interesting stories of God in
our lives.

The program was under the
direction of Robert Roldan, a
parishioner of Resurrection, who
provided a well-organized full
day of reflection and a fine
breakfast and bar-b-que
rib/chicken luncheon.

This was a day well spent for
me and I recommend all men of
Christ the King and the Knights
of Columbus plan to attend next
year’s Lenten retreat for men at
Resurrection.
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Pope Benedict XVI ChallengesOpinion
by Frank Becht

Are you aware of the many
happenings within the Church
today? Pope Benedict XVI has
reached out to many groups in
hope of reconciling many
differences that have occurred over
the past with various estranged
groups. He has become widely
known for his efforts and
sometimes highly criticized for his
efforts.

Ever since the Second Vatican
Council, there have been many
Catholics who have felt it was all a
mistake and have so voiced
themselves. Many believe this has
led the Christian Community down
the path to the many forces of
modernism and decline.

As you will recall, one of the
first actions of our current pontiff,
Pope Benedict XVI, was to expand
the use of the Latin Mass by
authorizing the saying of the Mass
if the people had the desire and
with the permission of the bishop.
The Latin Mass had been
celebrated for almost 1500 years
until the Mass of Pope Paul IV was
established at the Council of Trent
in 1570. With Vatican II, it became
known as the Tridentine Mass and
was said on a limited basis,
restricted by most bishops,

As a result of changes to the
Mass by Vatican II, the Latin Mass
has been celebrated at Immaculate
Conception Church in downtown
Jacksonville for several years.
Many older generation people
attend IC for that reason. One of
the obstacles to this in many
parishes is that many priests are not
familiar enough with Latin. We are
singing portions of the Mass - the
Kyrie, the Sanctus, and Angus Dei
- in Latin.

The change from the Latin
Mass to the language of the people
was difficult for many older
generation people who had been
brought up by their families to
resist this change. Others have felt
that it allows us to follow the
meaning of the Mass more easily
and understandably. Previously, the
Church held the belief that Latin
was an unchanging language and
thus helped maintain the teaching
and beliefs of the Church. If this is
true, could it be that Vatican II was
a mistake? There has been a
continual demand for liturgical
reforms mandated by Vatican II.
Our bishop, Victor Galeone, wrote
an interesting article, “Expressing
Holy Things,” on the importance of
properly expressing liturgical
language. It was published in the
national weekly, America, in
September 2008.

Since 1969 when the Mass was
changed to the vernacular, there
have been continual efforts to
revise the translation of parts of the
Mass to be in conformity with the
Latin original. Continuing effort is

being made by the Bishops
Conference to express more clearly
the text and rites they signify. Still,
as Bishop Galeone has alluded,
some think Latin is headed back. 

One of the first efforts of
reconciliation toward a dissident
group occurred in September 2006
when the Pope’s remarks on Islam
and holy war angered much of the
Muslim world. Pope Benedict
quoted the opinion of Byzantine
Emperor Manuel II Palaiologos,
“Show me just what Muhammad
brought that was new and there you
will find things only evil and
inhuman, such as his command to
spread by the sword the faith he
preached.” Pope Benedict later
explained that the remarks were
meant to compare early Muslim
teaching on religious freedom with
the later teaching of jihad, … It has
been held by many researchers that
Muhammad’s initial efforts were
unsuccessful and resulted in Islam
becoming militant. The Pope has
exclaimed sorrow for the
misunderstanding of his remarks.
Pope Benedict is continuing his
efforts to promote greater
understanding and respect with
Islamics.

Another very recent
development is that Pope Benedict
XVI rescinded the 30 year-old
excommunication of four
traditionalist bishops who were
ordained by Archbishop Marcel
Lefebvre, a traditionalist bishop in
France who was excommunicated
by Pope John Paul II in 1988.

Archbishop Lefebvre,
appointed to the Central
Preparatory Commission for the
Second Vatican Council, took the
lead in opposing the liturgical
changes within the Church being
proposed by the committee. In
1975 he formed the Society of St
Pius X (SSPX), which has become
the world’s largest Traditionalist
Catholic Priestly Society. He went
on to consecrate four bishops
against the orders of Pope John
Paul and was immediately
excommunicated along with the
other bishops.

Recently, one of the
excommunicated bishops, Bishop
Richard Williamson, has made the
headlines for his rejection of the
Holocaust thus complicating the
process of the reconciliation. His
comments and views have not been
well received by the Jewish
community. The question has been
asked ”Why it was that the Church
took until 1965 to repudiate the
charge of ‘deicide’ against the
Jews.” Bishop Williamson has
since apologized to all who took
offense and for the stress he
caused. 

Another well-known author
and researcher in law and religion,
Father Michael Orsi at Ave Maria
School of Law in Ann Harbor,
Michigan has stated “Although

Bishop Richard Williamson’s
statement… might have been
stupid, stupidity is not grounds for
excommunication. If that were the
case, most of us would be under the
penalty.” Yet another canon lawyer,
Benedict Nguyen of the Diocese of
La Crosse, Wisconsin, states “This
should be a cause for rejoicing
because there has been a major first
step in reconciling our brothers and
sisters back to full communion
with the Church.”

The Society of St. Pius X
(SSPX) has approximately 25,000-
30,000 members in the United
States in about 100 chapels. There
are 67 priests, 80 seminarians, 12
brothers, and 26 sisters. There is
one local chapel in Jacksonville, St
Michael the Archangel Roman
Catholic Church, located on
Bartram Road.

St. Michael the Archangel
Roman Catholic Church Chaplain,
Father Marshall Roberts, has
amended the website displayed by
Google to read as follows, “Saint
Michael the Archangel Roman
Catholic Church offers Mass and
the other sacramental rites
according to the traditional Latin
liturgical books in use in the
Catholic Church in 1962, which
Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI
has authoritatively declared to have
never been abolished.” St.
Michael’s has an interesting
website- www.saintmichae-
larchangel.com. Please take a look.

As a result of the reconciliation
of the SSPX, Roman Catholic
Women priests (RCW), another
breakaway group of 38 priests
including one man and five

bishops, have called upon Pope
Benedict to lift his decree of
excommunication. The Church’s
position is that no precedent has
been established, for in May 2008,
the Vatican’s doctrinal
congregation certified excommu-
nication for ordination of women.
It is most unfortunate that remarks
of Bishop Williamson have
received such attention and
clouded what the Holy Father is
trying to accomplish.

For some time there has been
ongoing dialogue with the
traditional Anglicans who broke
away from the Anglican
Communion over women’s
ordination and other issues. There
is speculation that the Vatican is
considering welcoming the
traditionalists back into the Church,
but there is hesitation for fear of
hurting decades of effort to reunite
the Anglicans who split with the
Church in 1534 when King Henry
VIII was refused a marriage
annulment. To be able to welcome
the traditionalists back into the
Church would be a notable victory
for Pope Benedict XVI.

Pope Benedict is making a
great effort to change the world and
Catholics into a mankind of caring
and cooperative people. We are all
sinners but we show our true colors
when we are willing to forgive,
forget and love one another.

In an encyclical on Christian
hope on November 30, 2007, Pope
Benedict the XVI expounds
profusely on the matter of Faith and
Hope. If this is what the world
needs to change, bring it on, Your
Holiness!

A DAY FOR MEN III
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Dear Friends at Christ the King,

Everett and I were celebrating our 46th wedding anniversary and
decided to go see Father Joe in Chiefland for a little trip. We thought you
might like a “Father Joe Update.” Unaccustomed to writing as I am, I
decided just to write you a letter.

We left on Saturday afternoon and drove to Cedar Key, Florida where
we had a nice hotel room on the Gulf of Mexico. Cedar Key is a very
small fishing community on an island in the gulf. They were having an art
festival with vendors from all over Florida selling their wares: jewelry, oil
painting, stained glass, pottery, and quilting. There was also lots of great
food. 

After getting lost, we finally made it to Chiefland for Father Joe’s
Mass at St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church. We were a bit late in
fact, and it was time for the homily when we sneaked into the back. Father
immediately said, “Oh, here they are, you made it.” Everyone snickered
and said hello. “This is the couple I was telling you about, the ones that
gave me Bailey, the wonder dog. Now I can start my homily.” Unlike our
large sanctuary, St. John’s is about the size of the area behind our organ,
including the choir area. What a sweet pretty church! They have made
aesthetic improvements since we took Bailey up almost two years ago.
The pews are very nice; the stained glass around the crucifix is quite
beautiful. They have a choir and piano. The altar was draped with beauti-
ful linens, and there were still flowers from Easter. The church has a won-
derful iron bell that is strategically hung outside the front door, and it is
rung at the beginning of Mass. It’s quite large and I would think the sound
would carry a few miles. 

After Mass we waited outside while Father Joe locked up and turned
the lights out. Yes, he is a one man show. I was visiting with a parishioner
while waiting. He said he was sorry for our loss of Father Joe, but we
could not have him back. “We love him and he has pulled our church fam-
ily back together. We had scattered, but we came back to see what he was
about, and he told us we were family. Now after two years we really are
a church family again. He has started several ministries. I am a very active

member of the St. Vincent de Paul ministry which has several members
now, and we help a lot of poor people.” (Way to go, Father Joe!) 

Father Joe has a great rectory home. It’s a 3 bedroom 2 bath rambler
located just across the church driveway, nestled in big trees that surround
it. That’s the only thing that surrounds it. There is nothing else there
except farm land, chickens, and cows. Speaking of chickens, the pictures
are of Father Joe’s very own chickens. I didn’t know he was part farmer.
He has a Vietnamese chicken, a Philippine chicken, and just plain old
American ones. As you can see, they had chicks, and these are in Father
Joe’s double garage under a heat lamp until they get bigger. They live in
a large aluminum farm water tub, like one that horses drink out of. (This
used to be the baptismal for the church.) Guess Father Joe did away with
it. Father has a home office with a large desk and book cases. It’s quite
neat, unlike my desk. He made a home chapel, and has the Holy Eucharist
right there with a flicker light to indicate our Lord’s presence. He used the
television armoire for a tabernacle, placing the light and chalice behind
the double doors. This is where he prays his daily devotions, and invites
others to join him occasionally. He gave the large screen television to the
church for the youth group to use, telling me he didn’t need that big thing
as he has a small one in another room. 

So, after Mass, at about 7:00 p.m., we took Father Joe to a small
restaurant for dinner. We visited and then Ev and I trekked the 28 miles
to Cedar Key. Next morning we walked the festival streets with all the lit-
tle tents lining 1st , 2nd, and 3rd street. We bought a picture, had break-
fast and then went back to Holy Cross Mission for Mass in Cross City,

A Visit with Father Joe McDonnell
Florida. Here we
were on time. The
picture of Father Joe
and us is taken in the
mission church.
Again, it is a lovely
church with beauti-
ful pews, altar/choir
area and stained
glass. The pews are
old pews that Father
Perko purchased up
north somewhere; I
forgot exactly, I
think in Illinois.

Father Perko called Father Joe and said they were either tearing down this
old church or just remodeling it and did Father Joe want to purchase the
pews for his mission church? Just $1800.00 and he would rent a U-haul
and bring them to Cross City. Just like Christ the King, several members
stripped, refinished and re-upholstered the pews and they really are first
class. Once again Father Joe introduced us as his friends who gave him
Bailey the wonder dog. We are so delighted he has Bailey, he really loves
her and he tells us that when the parish council is deadlocked on a tie vote,
Bailey gets to vote and break the tie. Ha!

Father Joe told me he copied several things he learned under Father
Thanh’s tutelage. One thing he specifically mentioned was the pie chart
we get each year showing the percentages of how the church funds are
spent. His congregation did not have any accounting of funds and they
were in the dark as to how their donations were spent. (Way to go, Father
Joe!) The budget amount needed per week at St. John’s is $2310, and they
collected $3072 Easter week. The budget amount needed each week for
Holy Cross is $1102.00 and Easter week they collected $2008. Sounds
like us! Easter brings more people to church. 

Holy Cross parishioners have a pot luck lunch every Sunday in the
“Bingo Hall”. This is a nice room about the size of our Shirley David
Hall, with a kitchen. Tables and chairs are packed tight so everyone can
fit. We had soup, egg casserole, & apple pie. Good too! 

After lunch we hugged Father goodbye and we thanked him for shar-
ing. In his Divine Mercy Sunday homily he said the devotion to the
Divine Mercy of Jesus which is very simple. First, we ask for God’s
mercy; second, we in turn are merciful to others; and third, we must com-
pletely trust in the mercy of Jesus. 

He said, “I have a responsibility as a priest, and when I get to heaven
God is going to ask me, ‘Joe, how many souls did you bring with you?’”
He encouraged us to pray the Divine Mercy prayers. (Way to go, Father
Joe!)

Enough of my rambling, we had a very pleasant anniversary weekend.
We didn’t even get testy with each other when we were lost for an hour
of extra driving. 

I hope you still feel connected to Father Joe. He still calls Christ the
King his home. He said, “ Don’t get me wrong, I love it here, I am not
complaining; I just miss the dinners with the priests and the conversation
after dinner.”

Goodbye from Chiefland, where:

“Ole Father McDonnell had a farm. Eei eei oh.”

(Way to go, Father Joe !)

Love to all, Jackie

Coming Soon!
To the CTK Religious Articles Store!

Starting in May you will be able to purchase & order

SCRIP cards. 

Before & after each weekend Mass

Take advantage of this
Real Deal!
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by Frank Becht, PGK

The following are examples of ongoing functions of Bishop W. Thomas
Larkin Council Knights of Columbus.

Tootsie Roll Drive

The annual Tootsie Roll Drive was held on March 20 and 21 at Publix
Super Markets located on Atlantic Blvd. near University Boulevard and
the two stores on Merrill Road and after Sunday Masses at Christ the
King. This is the second year that PGK Dennis Scobie has directed this
very successful event which benefits people with intellectual disabilities
exclusively.

Stu Pierce Breakfast

Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council 4727 held a breakfast fundraiser
after all the Masses on Sunday, May 17, 2009. With the support of Christ
the King Parish Council, this event was to help offset medical expenses
for fellow parishioner Stu Pierce. Stu is a Knight and an usher who was
seriously injured in a vehicular accident.

Breakfast included scrambled eggs, sausage, grits, biscuits, coffee,
and orange juice. Requested donation was $5.00 per person or family.

It was a huge success.  Good luck, Brother Stu.

40 Days For Life

For forty days, commencing Ash Wednesday, churches throughout the
country have conducted a Pro Life Campaign, the purpose being to pray
for an end to abortion. Christ the King and other parishes have
participated in maintaining a prayer vigil outside the Planned Parenthood
offices at 3850 Beach Blvd on Saturday, March 14, from midnight to
midnight. As the Christ the King Respect Life Coordinator, PGK Dennis
Scobie enlisted the aid of the Knights of Columbus Council 4727 to
participate from between the hours of 8-12 p.m. The turnout  was very
good from Christ the King and the Knights.

Bishops’ Class Reunion

Bishop Victor Galeone, Bishop of St. Augustine Diocese, is hosting a
reunion of his seminary classmates from Rome on June 11 to June 14 at
Marywood Retreat Center. Bishop Galeone feels this may be his last class
reunion since they are all getting older. The Knights of Columbus will
provide transportation to and from the airport. The Knights are very
grateful to the bishop for going out of his way to help in the 50th
Anniversary Celebration of Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council. The
travel arrangements will be under the direction of PGK Gino Rocca.

Brotherly Care

In August 2006, GK Jose Praxedes initiated the Brotherly Care
Program in Council 4727 under the guidance of Father Steven Zehler.
This program, administered under the direction of John Porter, involves
the visiting of the sick, primarily members and spouses of the Council,
and also involves distributing Holy Communion. The program has grown
and numerous members of the Council and K’Cees participate in the
program on a weekly basis.

Knights Of Columbus

Volunteerism
by Frank Becht, PGK

The Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council Knights of Columbus is a
leader in “Volunteerism” as is every other council in the world. The
Knights of Columbus are dedicated to the principles of Charity, Unity,
Fraternalism and Patriotism, in this way serving God, the Church and the
Community.

They fill this roll of Volunteerism in many ways:

The Knights of Columbus were formed out of the extreme need of
people in the Northeast United States in the late 1800’s as a result of
discrimination against Catholics and the economy. As an international
organization, the Knights are well aware of the conditions that exist in
the local areas they serve and thus are able to help meet the needs of
people in need. Our members work diligently within their parishes to
serve the local needs. In this time of economic crisis, generous giving
of time and support to help others will set the stage for a hopeful
future.

Among the issues that severely affect families is “Family Values.”
“Love thy neighbor as thyself” is not just a phrase, it’s what Knights
preach and practice. We strive to be examples to our families and the
community in which we live. With our Christian faith and tradition of
charitable giving, we can make each day better for our families and
community. 

Right to Life is one of the great efforts of Bishop Larkin Council.
Through our March for Life activities within our parishes, as well as
Diocesan programs. Examples of the above include funding and
supporting local Pregnancy Crisis Centers, 40 Days for Life and
opposition to the Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA.). Knights earn the
title of the “greatest defender of the Catholic Church.”

Charitable giving is an ongoing effort by Councils to meet the needs
of many deserving organizations from soup kitchens to the
handicapped and beyond.
For the year ending 2007 contributions to charity amounted to
$144,911,781. Volunteer hours for charitable causes amounted
68,695,768 hours.

These are just a few of the reasons to become a Knight of Columbus,
one of which is the fact it makes you a better Catholic.

The annual Easter Egg Hunt was
held for the children and guests of
Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council on
Saturday, April 11 at Parkwood
Heights Elementary Park at Lone Star
Road and Lansdowne.

As usual John Lewis and his wife,
Colleen, were the program directors.
Prizes and awards were given to the
children for various categories.
Following the hunt, refreshments
were served. All, especially the
energetic youngsters, enjoyed a great
time.

Easter Egg Hunt
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by Darlene O’Neal

The K’Cees is an organization
of women, most of them wives of
Knights, whose purpose is to sup-
port the Knights in their endeavors.
However, the K’Cees have recently
accomplished some good works of
their own.

The K’Cees have made mone-
tary donations to the recent
Rachael’s Vineyard Retreat, the All

Saints Home Auxiliary, the Christ
the King Blood Bank, and pur-
chased two heavy-duty batteries for
a motorized scooter. The scooter
was donated to the Knights and was
in storage. Now a brother Knight
has it to use at the Atrium where he
and his wife reside. 

Several of the K’Cees provided
meals and prayer blankets for the
Rachael’s Vineyard Retreat while
several K’Cees donated their time

and talent to ensure the success of
All Saints Auxiliary luncheon and
fashion show. 

The K’Cees take time to pray
for our fellow members who are in
need, and recently participated in
the 40 Days for Life vigil. We also
make the time for fun. Bunco night
was held April 18 at the Knights of
Columbus Hall with 35 people in
attendance. Once everyone
refreshed their memory of the rules,
fun was had with friends, food and

Bunco! Plans to have game night
every other month was suggested.

Ladies of the parish are invited
to join the K’Cees, whether or not
your husband is a Knight of
Columbus. The requirements are
support and encouragement of the
Knights in their many charitable
works and deeds.

There will be a membership
social sometime in August at which
time announcements will be made
with specific details.

K’Cee News

Investiture of the Squires Circle took place
Sunday, March 22, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. at the Council
Hall on the Arlington Expressway under the direction
of Past Grand Knight Al Martin. The following young
men were enrolled in the Circle: Nicholas Gagnon,
Bryan Malonjao, Amado Malonjao, Michael Ray
Malonjao, John Byer and Jeff Byer. The investiture
team who had previously been invested, was com-

posed of Stephen Yip, Michael Lee, Edward Latimer,
Bobby Yarborough, David Yarborough, James
Sullivan and Alexander De Loach. Ethan Yates was
unable to attend.

The investiture was followed by a reception for the
entire Arlington Squires Circle 2121, now fully func-
tional. They are future Knights of Columbus for
Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council 4727.

Squires Circle

We welcome the Arlington Columbian
Squires Circle 2121

Chief Counselor – Al Martin   Counselor – Michael Stirna

Investiture Team
Chief Squire – Stephen Yip

Deputy Squire – David Yarborough
Bursar – Robert Yarborough

Captain – Michael Lee
Marshall – James Sullivan
Notary – Edward Latimer

Squires

Alexander Deloach, Ethan Yates, Jeff & John Byer,
Nicholas Gagnon, Michael, Bryan & Amado (JR)

Malonjao

Founders of the Arlington Squires Circle 2121
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by Fred Gardner

It was another exciting canoe
trip. We started by spending
Wednesday night at Stephen Foster
State Park in Georgia. We stayed in
the shelters because the rain was so
bad. The road in was covered with
frogs and boy did they jump. We
stopped to look at a sign and an
owl swooped down and grabbed a
frog right in front of us.

Thursday-When we woke up
the shelters were surrounded by
water, but the rain had stopped. We
went to the boat ramp to check the
weather with the ranger. The ranger
confirmed the chance of evening
thunder storms. We decided to eat
our cereal and launch. To start the
trip right, there was a 7-foot
alligator in the lagoon  where we

launched. We saw lots of gators in
the swamp. The trip out of the
swamp was through a little stream.
When we got to the dam, the gators
were sunning themselves, but they
left when we arrived. The water
was high enough that we floated
over the dam. We passed the boat
ramp where we originally planned
to launch; it was totally under
water. We stopped on a little island
for lunch. That is when we heard
the thunder in the distance. We
decided to find a permanent camp
for the night down river. Then the
rain started, slowly at first. It was
coming down really hard when we
found a camp with firewood and a
table. Thank God. We started a fire
in the rain and settled down for the
night. The lightning was so bad I
thought someone was shining a
flash light at the tent. No one made
it through the night dry.

Friday-We woke up to a sunny
morning. Everyone now
understood why I had them tie the
canoes to the tree. The canoes were
surrounded by water. The river had
risen several feet. We launched
determined to make up lost time.
We stopped in Fargo, Georgia for
lunch. The museum was closed
because it was under three feet of
water. We made an ice run to the
store. This was the last place we
saw a gator. Finding a place to
camp proved difficult. We finally

found a road from the beach and
camped there. But to our surprise
the river continued to rise. My
brother Tom woke up to find the
tent completely surrounded by the
river. TJ and I were in the tent with
him, because ours was messed up
on Thursday. So at 4 a.m. we had to
move three tents. We put Billy and
Q back to bed and the adults just
stayed up. The boys were far
enough away to not be bothered.
Again, glad we tied up the canoes.

Saturday-Another sunny day.
We weren’t on the river long before
we saw the Florida/Georgia border
and knew we were back on track.
The boat ramp we planned for
lunch was under water, but we
knew the next one was not far. On
the way,  the inevitable happened-
a canoe flipped. Dan G. and Trevor

were coming around a corner and
hit a tree and the canoe went under.
The boys did not panic. We got the
canoe and boys to shore with
special thanks to Warren. All the
gear was recovered except a stove.
Luckily we had brought two. The
wet boys continued to the boat
ramp. We spent all afternoon there
drying in the sun and camped for
the night. 

Sunday-Clouds again. The
river had risen another 2 foot. But
we were high enough. We learned
you can cook pancakes on
aluminum foil without cooking
spray, but it isn’t easy. It was a
short paddle to the take out point.
The current was really moving.
The boys were excited to be done.
Steve Z. went nuts with Silly
String. But the fun wasn’t over.
Carolina called to say that the road
to the ramp was under water. The
adults walked up from the river,
turned the corner and saw nothing
but water. We walked half a mile
through knee-deep water to find
Carolina. She took the drivers back
to Stephen Foster to get the trucks.
The three trucks and the Jeep had
no trouble with the water.

Total lost- two hats, sunglasses,
chair, stove, one shoe, a life jacket.

A GOOD TIME WAS HAD
BY ALL.

Scouts River Trip Peggy Mills,
We Miss You

by Darlene O’Neal

One of the most dedicated
parishioners at Christ the King
Church is a lady whose gentle
nature leaves a lasting
impression. Although she
recently moved to Roswell,
Georgia, Peggy Mills is
remembered as a genuinely
caring person. 

Although Peggy is very
reserved and quiet-spoken, she
served as president of the
Council of Catholic Women from
1972 to 1974. She is one of the
original Extraordinary Ministers
chosen and trained by Monsignor John
Lenihan, pastor of Christ the King at that
time. On March 3, 1975, she was called to the church for a Confirmation
but to her surprise, she and the other chosen were installed as Eucharistic
Ministers by Bishop Paul Tanner. 

Peggy Mills faithfully served as a member of the Visitation of the
Sick Ministry for many years. She always attended the meetings that
John Porter held at the House of Prayer, sharing with everyone some of
her experiences. She and her daughter-in-law, Joy Mills, regularly visited
nursing homes bringing the Eucharist to the infirm. Peggy truly cared
about the people she visited. 

When someone was needed to take over the Prayer Network Ministry,
Peggy Mills was asked to assume the role as coordinator. Again, she
answered the call. That was June of 2002, and with the help of her

daughter-in-law, Joy, they faithfully
gathered names of people who
needed prayers and made sure a
prayer list was circulated. She
continued with this ministry until
she moved from Jacksonville.

Peggy Mills is a person of deep
faith whose smile and presence is
truly missed at Christ the King. She
was a regular at the 11:00 A.M.
Sunday Mass and was often seen
strolling to the parking lot, arm in

arm, with Patti and Rudy Pineda. She always took the time to ask about
family or friends.

We miss you, Peggy. May God continue to bless you.

by Charm Saults

The beautification ministry has
a new program and anyone can be a
part of it. It is called Adopt-an-
Island. Anyone can take part in
making our church and school

more beautiful. Families/
ministries/groups/or whole classes
from the school can adopt a small
area to clean up and maintain.
Various sizes are available—-
depending on the needs of the
adopters and the time the adopters
have to maintain their island.

If an adopter has extra plants,
flowers, bulbs, etc. in their home

gardens, they can add these to their
island. In front of the Shirley David
Hall is an area that Thomas
Thornton adopted and where he
planted some extra lily bulbs.  They
were beautiful when they were in
full bloom. Thomas also added
some sago palms and ferns.  The
ministry is working on getting
signs made that will name
individual islands, perhaps for a
favorite saint.

Adopting gardeners may tend
their spaces according to their own
schedule.  God gave us the beauty
of the flowers, shrubs, and trees to
enjoy. He also gave us weeds to
remind us that it takes hard work to
have the pleasure of these beautiful
things around us.  There are plans
to have two big clean up days—-
one in spring and one in fall.

Kelli Moneyhan and Sal
Barahana are members of the
Beautification Ministry. Kelli can
be reached at 696-4326.

Adopt-An-Island
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by Harriet Ellen Hughes
The King’s Choir, Christus Rex Ringers 

In November of 2008 I was asked to write a most difficult article - a
farewell to Music Director Dr. Bernie Sans who had been a member of the
Christ the King family for close to 15 years. In contrast to that article, I
have now been asked to prepare an article welcoming new Music
Director, Christina Caiñas Harrell (whom we all know as “Tina”) to Christ
the King.  Tina’s parents are Cuban immigrants but Tina herself was born
in Yonkers, New York. 

It gives me great pleasure to now introduce you to Tina Harrell who
came to Christ the King as Music Director in mid-February, 2009. Ash
Wednesday was looming. What a way to start a new job but Tina was off
and running and I do not think she has stopped even yet, nor do I think
she ever will. When Tina arrived, the King’s Choir had been without a
permanent director for several months and the members were naturally
anxious about who would be chosen to succeed Dr. Sans. I know that I am
speaking for all choir members when I tell you that the selection
committee outdid themselves and we could not be more pleased. 

Tina comes to us a very devout and devoted Catholic who has a
tremendous enthusiasm for the church, its teachings and its music – her
enthusiasm we are finding is quite contagious. She is an extremely
talented musician in her own right and a dedicated composer.  She has
very quickly endeared herself to Christ the King and our church family. 

Tina is not aware that I have been asked to write this article, so I can
only share with you what bits and pieces of her life that she has shared
with choir members in those rare instances when she is talking about
something other than music. A more in depth article is also appearing in
which Tina was actually interviewed by the reporter. 

It seems that Tina was fond of music from a very early age. At age ten
she used to sneak into the church to play the organ. The music teacher in
the adjoining school, a nun, followed her into the church one day and
stood back and listened to her playing. The nun asked her to play a
particular part of the music which Tina found difficult and Tina
instinctively started at the beginning because she was not playing from
notes (she did not know what those black dots were at the time) but rather
she was playing by ear. The nun offered to give Tina lessons for $.50 a
week. That was a lot of money to Tina and her family; however, Tina
received $.50 a week to buy milk at school so she gave up her milk in
exchange for music lessons. 

At a certain service one day, possibly a Mass although Tina was not
specific, the nun had forgotten her glasses and could not see to play the
organ. She went to Tina and in front of her mother and father insisted that
she play the organ. Tina’s father chuckled as to what was about to take
place. Little did he know!  However, following the service he commented,
“We will find a way to pay for music lessons” and so they did and the rest
is history. Obviously, the lack of milk for a short time did Tina no harm
as her gift of music is being shared with countless numbers even still and
only God knows the effect her gift has had on those of us fortunate to be
on the receiving end of that gift.

I said Tina is vivacious and that is indeed an understatement – the
Duracell Bunny has nothing on her. Her own husband refers to her as a

“wind-up toy.” At one
of our first rehearsals
Tina gave us a sheet of
music and told us to
keep our fingers in the
hymnal because we
were going to be singing
two different songs – at
the same time. I really
began to wonder about
the selection
committee’s choice
about this time.
However, I was truly
amazed at how the two
songs written by two
different composers
melded together in such
a way – it was masterful
to say the least and
apparently the
c o n g r e g a t i o n

appreciated it as well because you could have heard a pin drop. Tina told
us that she was practicing one day while the radio was playing and the
hymn she was playing seemed to fit so well with what was being aired on
the radio that she decided to combine the melodies herself. Tina has a
theory which she voices quite often and that is “Just let God do His work.
Let Him in.” Apparently, she took a piece of her own advice and it was
truly beautiful.

As I began this article, we were in the midst of Lent with Easter
rapidly approaching. Tina told us she was experiencing sleepless nights
because her mind continually ran through all of the various services that
were to take place. She had been going over them with both Father Thanh
and Father Zehler.  I had no doubt but that this occasion was going to be
quite memorable thanks to the energy and efforts of Tina Harrell.

At the Lenten Penance service in March, Tina played selections on the
piano (very softly and from memory) as congregants stood in line
preparing to receive the sacrament of Penance. The selections Tina played
were all so very familiar and so well known that soft voices and hums
could be heard coming from all corners of the church.

As I conclude this article, Easter has come and gone and indeed, the
services were inspiring as is the norm at Christ the King. However, I am
confident that the music ministry enhanced each and every one. The
congregation responded quite favorably to the music ministry.

I mentioned earlier that Tina is a composer. One particular song that
she composed is entitled “From My Heart to Yours.” The words are a true
prayer. “What can I give You for all You do? From my heart to Yours, O
Lord: my love forevermore!”  Tina believes those words, she lives them
and those who are fortunate enough to be around her will believe them
and live them as well.

Welcome to Christ the King, Tina. Welcome to our family – we feel
truly blessed and honored that you came to us!!

Welcome, Christina Caiñas Harrell

Christ the King Child Care Center
is coming right along
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by Pat Tierney, Superintendent of Catholic Schools in the Diocese of St.
Augustine

Marge Jackins
Christ the King School
1979-2009

Marge Jackins has enjoyed 30
years as a teacher at Christ the King
School. Approximately 775
students have experienced her
excellent classroom skills. Marge
in her animated way has not only
prepared these children
academically but spiritually as
well. Although a non-catholic,
Marge is a model example of a
catholic, which she takes very
seriously. 

A few cherished memories
include a visit to the “Kindergarten
Tree” to and from Mass, Teddy Bear
Picnics, plays reenacting Jesus’
Triumphant Entry, the children speaking the
readings at Kindergarten Graduation Mass, the list goes on and on.

Marge has a unique ability to command attention with an “ahem”
(clearing her throat) while looking over the top of her glasses perched on
the end of her nose. In the many miles of leading her class in line while
walking backwards, amazingly she only tripped once. Many of her
students were convinced that she has eyes in the back of her head, and
there may be a few graduates who still believe this is true.

Marge has a special gift of graciousness as demonstrated as
hospitality chairman, Grandparents Mass chair, her delivery of
presentations whether it be a prayer service or a farewell appreciation to
staff and/or faculty or introductions of guests. 

She can be described as beautiful not only with her Christ-like spirit
but also with her outward appearance. She is a true southern lady. Some
years ago, a new faculty member sat near Marge at a faculty meeting.
When Marge sneezed the new faculty member commented, “she even
sneezes cute.” 

These are only a few of the many qualities that Marge so generously
shares with the faculty and students. It doesn’t take knowing Marge long
to know that she is passionate about her teaching profession and her Lord
and Savior. She is committed to education and will continue to stay
involved. She will be missed by all who have had the privilege of working
with her as she graciously takes her bow at Christ the King School.

Donna Pichardo
Christ the King School
1980 - 2009

For 29 years, God has blessed our
Catholic schools, our church
communities, and Christ the King
with Donna Pichardo’s jubilant
gift of teaching. Her dedication
and loyalty is only surpassed
with her overwhelming love of
God, country and family. Not
only has she shared her love of
teaching and faithfulness with
us, but both she and her
husband have passed their talent
for teaching to their children.
This second generation of
Pichardo teachers – Jon at Bishop
Kenny and Joy at Bishop Synder, are
extensions of Donna in our schools. From
this matriarch, this is what we have learned: to
be forthright and open to change, to be patriotic, to accept God’s grace,
and to use humor to get over the rough spots.

Donna, from the depths of our hearts, we say thank you. We love you!
God Bless you!

Now go forth. It is commanded that you enjoy retirement. Sleep late
and rise with a smile, rested and relaxed. 

Enjoy the warm sun, the sand under your feet, lunches with friends,
cozy evenings with your husband, playtime with grandchildren, and
laughter with all.

Be Happy! 

Retiring Teachers

John Armon Antolin
Brooke Asher
Brandon Chin
Maverick Claxton
Jan Edward Dela Cruz
Adam DeVera
Andrew Dinh
Paul Longenecker
Miranda McCown
Ashlea McCrone
Samantha Nagle

Christopher Saliba
Albert Tine, III
Parker Flye
Jason Infante
Clayton Ludwig
Amanda Niesen
Trenton Raesemann
Timothy Vergenz
Richard Williamson
Robert Yarborough
Crystal Claxton

Christina Diaz
Mallory Frye
Jordan Kierce
Melissa Mitchell
Tyler Wildes
Christopher Williams
Christine Grochmal
Kyle Longenecker
James Mollenhour
Brian Orcullo
Amy Wallace

High School Honor Roll

Bishop Kenny Honor Roll

Bishop John Snyder
Karla Aguirre-Guzman

Steven Gardner
Taylor Hull

Mardi Gras - 
First and Second Grade Style 

by Jean Sell

About thirteen years ago I met Kelley Nance and she asked me to
come to her classroom and read a story to her children. I said I would give
it a try. I went on Tuesday and have returned ever since. It has been a
rewarding experience for me as well as the children, some of whom are
now in college.

My sister had given me the name of Foxy Grandma many years ago
as my grandchildren arrived and the name has stuck. The children all
stand and say “Good morning, Foxy Grandma.”

For years we did a special St. Patrick’s Day celebration. But the last
two years I changed to Mardi Gras instead. Some had never heard of it,
but it did not take long to catch on to the silly parade, crowns and beads.
Eileen Gleason provided the cakes in all colors complete with a baby in
each one. When someone finds the baby they are the Queen and King of
Mardi Gras. You can see from the pictures that a great time was had by
all.

Christ the King
parishioner and Bishop

Kenny junior, Aaron
Plotz, took 1st place in

boy’s pole vaulting at the
University of North
Florida Invitational

Track and Field Event.
Aaron jumped 13’ 4” for
a new personal best and
won the event. Twenty-
three high schools from

around the state
participated in the event.

Aaron also took 5th in
the state tournament,

and was given the
Leadership Award from

the BK Track team.

photo by Roger Tillis of
Viewmysport.com 
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Christ the King
Child Care News

On Monday March 30, 2009, our children participated in MDA Hop-
a-Thon to raise money for Muscular Dystrophy. While the teachers spent
the week before the hop talking to our children about people with special
needs/disabilities, we were excited to have our own Dr. Solange Thorpe
(Kaleb’s mom) come in and talk to the children about disabilities. She
even brought a wheelchair from the hospital and gave the children a ride
explaining to them that children who have to use a wheelchair can’t jump
and run as they can.

A Great Big Thank You to Dr. Thorpe for coming out and talking to
us!

I also want to thank Ms. Nati Rivera, our teacher of three-year-olds,
for coordinating the Hop-a-Thon and all the activities.

Religious Education’s
Easter Program

by Lucille Guzzone

Grades 5 through 8
presented an Easter pro-
gram to the rest of the stu-
dent body and their fami-
lies on the evening of
April 15. The students
performed an original
four-part play depicting
the Easter story. The Last
Supper, the Resurrection
and the events that fol-
lowed it were presented.
The classes used biblical
quotes and modern tech-
niques depicting that holy
time. Costumes and props

were used for the Last Supper scene, and masks, cleverly done, were
placed over the faces of some of the students who played the parts of the
disciples. Thank you to the teachers who prepared the students so well:
Mrs. Williams, Mr. Martin, Mrs. Balsam, and Mr. Birch.

“So Long, Friend”
by Lucille Guzzone

Co-workers are usually just acquaintances
placed in the same circumstance by mere
chance. At times, however, two people
who work together become friends. It
usually does not take too long for one to
realize that he or she may have more
than work in common with someone
else. There is an obvious compatibility.

I knew Judy Cass for a short while.
We did not see each other often during
the school year, nor did we communi-
cate on a regular basis. But we did work
on a very important project together, and
that is the preparation of our parish children
for the sacrament of Confirmation. Not only
did we get the job done, of course with the help of
others, but we enjoyed our time together. While dining out one evening
just before a parents’ meeting, we talked about our youth in the northeast,
our children and grandchildren. And as teachers, we laughed while shar-
ing amusing stories experienced in our respective classrooms over the
years. We discussed our similar ages and the changes going on in our
lives. 

I was saddened to hear that she will soon be moving back to New York
to be closer to her family. However, I shall always remember those
expressions on her face that said it all and that kind smile that came to her
so easily. And so, Judy, my friend, I shall miss you, but I wish you good
luck and Godspeed. (note: Judy Cass teaches religion to the upper grades
at Christ the King School)

Child Care 
Easter Egg Hunt
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by Barbara Hanuscin

In January the Queen’s & Kings
had held a baby shower for
Emergency Pregnancy Services.
The gifts were delivered by
Membership Chairman, Emilia
Hubbart, and President, Barbara
Hanuscin, and accepted at
Emergency Pregnancy Services by
parishioner, Wendy Klinkenberg.
The feeling one gets as the newly
renovated building on Merrill road
is warm and welcoming. One can
feel a sense of love within.

The February meeting just
happened to fall on Scout Sunday.
The scouts, in keeping with their
tradition “a scout is helpful”,
assisted in transporting items from
the car to Shirley David Hall, thus
saving nine trips back and forth for
the Queen’s and King’s president.
The scout’s helpfulness was much
appreciated. Scoutmaster Fred and
the other men are doing a
wonderful job with the scouts.
Queens and Kings went straight to
work and members, upon entering,
saw that the Shirley David Hall had
been transformed to an elegant
setting of a Valentine’s tea party,
with an abundance of lace, toile,
candelabras, and fresh flowers,

under the talented direction of
Decorating Chairman, Teresa
Snyde. Entry music was by our
own pianist, Joe Connelly, who
even had a candelabra on the piano.
Liberace, hah, we’ve got Joe!
Entertainment chairman, Bill
Campbell, introduced Verdie
Frampton and Jack Melvin of the
“Keyboard Connection”. Soon all
were toe-tapping and some
members and guests gravitated to
the dance floor. Teresa’s
granddaughter Ally, and a
Keyboard Connections student,
also a parishioner, tried some
jitterbug. Daisy MacDonald was
even given a free lesson and
sounded pretty good on that
incredible instrument that makes
sounds of a full orchestra. There

was an abundance of sweet treats
and delicious deserts.

The drawing for the NFL
football was held and Teresa’s
grandson, Jensen, was asked to
pick the winning ticket. Jorge Diaz

was the lucky winner. Jorge had
missed the meeting so when he was
called, he was really surprised.
When he came to pick up the
football and pose for a picture, he
surprised us by giving it up. Jorge
said “Teresa does so much to help
make things extra nice. I know she
wanted it for her grandson and
bought a lot of tickets, so please
give it to her for him.” What a play!
What a pass! What a guy! Over
$400.00 was raised from the sale of
tickets. We also held a 50/50
drawing and raffled off several gift
baskets and a mystery gift that had
been donated by Jonnie Ivey in
memory of her mother. When
Vernon Duncan’s ticket was drawn,
he deferred to his wife, Emma, to
choose. She was asked “the sure
thing or what’s in the box?” She
said “I want the box”. To her
delight and everyone else’s she
pulled out of the box a giant white
teddy bear bearing a red Valentine.
Guest Marge Burk, members Olin
Middleton and Patty Pineda were
winners of the other gifts.

Members and guests had each
received hand-made old-fashioned
valentines. Members were directed
that if they didn’t want to keep their
valentine, to write a special
message for a shut-in. The
valentines and cookies collected
were taken by the president,
Barbara, to the ladies in the nursing

section of Taylor Home, just in
time for Valentine’s day.

Our March meeting was
themed “The Luck of the Irish”.
The Shirley David hall was
festooned in green and Irish tunes
were playing in the background. Al
Martin was the enthusiastic caller
for Bingo. In keeping with the
“green theme”, all prizes were
“green” and there were lots of

them. Refreshments were “green”
or Irish in origin. What an array!
Lots of creative members! Some
members came outfitted in green or
with green accessories. 

The April meeting was a dinner
theater in the larger Parish Hall.
Members brought a variety of
delectable dishes to share. The
Queens & Kings supplied the ham
and wine. Members were
entertained by the “Vintage
Players,” a group of volunteer
actors who put on a most delightful

and entertaining assortment of skits
such as: “The Hero Saves the Day”,
the “Men in My Life” (Arthur-Itis,
Charlie-Horse, Ben-Gay etc...) and
several others. The performance
included audience participation and
the room was filled with laughter. 

In May for the theme Cinco de
Maiyo the hall will be decorated for
a Mexican Fiesta complete with
sombreros. The food fare will be
South-of-the-Border cuisine. Some
raffle prizes are even from as far as
Mexico and are authentically
manufactured pieces. Also, the new
board will be voted on.

June will be a “picnic in the
park” theme. Members are to bring
a lunch to exchange. There will be
prizes for the most creative
container and the most unique
meal. Weather permitting, after the
meeting new officers will be
installed and we will adjourn to the
tables in Shepherd Square to picnic.

Queens & Kings – Layettes, Love,
Lace, Luck & Laughter

Left Blank Intentionally

Kids page answers

Copyrighted material
cannot be posted to the internet



May, 2009 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 29

by Frank Becht

John and Wendi Klinkenberg
have been members of Christ the
King Parish since 1994. They have
had a long and interesting path in
coming to Jacksonville.

John is the son of William
Klinkenberg and Frances Traynor
Klinkenberg who lived in Long
Island, New York. John’s great
grandfather came to this country in
1881 from Germany; his mother’s
family is Irish-Italian. His father
worked for the New York City
Police Department and his mother
was the typical housewife who
cared for four energetic boys and worked part-time for Sears. The family
was a member of St. Ignatius of Loyola Catholic Church where John, the
youngest of the four brothers, attended school from kindergarten to third
grade. 

In 1976, the Klinkenberg family decided to move to Florida, first
intending to move to Silver Springs. Upon learning of a new parish being
built in Palm Coast, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, William wanted to help
build this new parish and as a result he and his wife became founding
members of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton.

At Palm Coast, John attended and graduated from St. Brendan School,
after which he attended and graduated in 1985 from St. Joseph’s Academy
in St. Augustine, Florida. He then attended Daytona Beach Vocational
College, from which he graduated in 1987. His first job was at Parkway
Exxon in the automotive industry. He then worked for Goodyear and later
opened his own business, Crossroads Automotive, here in Jacksonville. 

Wendi Likins Klinkenberg, the daughter of Roy Likins and Jamie
Dawson Likins, was born in Daytona Beach, Florida. Her father’s family
came from Louisville, Kentucky and her mother from Bunnell, Florida.
Her mother’s family came to the United States in the 1660’s, settling in
North Carolina. Interestingly one side of her mother’s family was
Cherokee Indian. Her father moved to Florida at the age of five and
became an architect by trade and worked for Palm Coast Utilities, even-
tually becoming the CEO. Her mom was a housewife who cared for three
active girls. Wendi’s parents were very involved in the community serv-
ing on many neighborhood committees. Wendi attended Bunnell elemen-
tary, then attended and graduated from Flagler Palm Coast High School in
1986.

Both families knew each other at Palm Coast and as a result John and
Wendi met though friends when Wendi was in the fifth grade. They start-
ed dating in 1985 when John’s CYO and Wendi’s Methodist youth group
began doing activities together. They were married at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton on August 2, 1986 after which she religiously attended the Catholic
Church. After completing the RCIA program at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton,
she converted to Catholism in April of 1992. 

In 1994, the Klinkenberg’s moved to Jacksonville and bought a house
on Starwan Road in Arlingwood where they continue to reside. What
prompted their move was John’s involvement with youth in Palm Coast.
Christ the King had a difficult history in youth activities to this point. John
was hired by Monsignor Danaher to serve as the Youth Director of Christ
the King. He served in this capacity for about two years, when it was
decided by the parish to embark upon the LIFE TEEN program. John then
became a full time Automotive Manager at Goodyear.  

In 1999, Wendi attended FCCJ to acquire the pre-requisites for a nurs-
ing degree, which she received in 2006 from FCCJ. During this time she
worked as a nursing assistant and then an RN at Wolfson Children’s
Hospital until 2008. In January 2009, Wendi accepted a position with
Emergency Pregnancy Services (EPS) as Clinical Service Coordinator
performing sonograms, counseling and education for the Riverside Office
of EPS. She spends one day each week at the Merrill Road EPS office.

The Klinkenbergs have been blessed with 6 wonderful children. Four
are graduates of Christ the King. John Michael is a graduate of Bishop
Kenny and is currently pursuing a career in education at FCCJ. Matthew
is a graduate of Terry Parker High School and will begin college in the
fall. He is also discerning the military. Joey is a junior at Terry Parker and
would like to pursue a career in culinary.  Joey is also an artist who has
had the opportunity to sell some of his work. Kayla is a freshman at Terry
Parker. She would like to pursue a career in the medical field. She also is
very athletic and currently plays for JJVA, a travel volleyball team. John
and Wendi have, however, suffered greatly at the loss of two other daugh-
ters, Katherine Faith and Mary Grace, who were stillborn in 2002 and
2003.

John has been a very active member of the church and community.  In
1987 while in Palm Coast, he became a Knight of Columbus, was on the
Parish Council, Cursillo, and attended two World Youth Days. His church

and community involvement in
Jacksonville have followed his pre-
vious activity closely, first as the
Youth Director for the Parish, then
serving as a core team member of
LIFE TEEN from 1999-2001,
Knights of Columbus as Treasurer
of Council 4727 for two years and
potentially soon to be Chancellor.
He also has served as Parish Council
President for three years and has
been a coach with the Catholic Flag
Football League. In addition, John
has become known as a good cook,
probably because of his extensive
involvement in Youth activities and
Parents for Life.  An example of this

was displayed at the 50th Anniversary Celebration of Bishop W. Thomas
Knights of Columbus Council 4727 where John facilitated the meal and
service of a delicious celebration dinner in the Kingdome following the
Concelebrated Mass by Bishop Victor Galeone. Numerous people have
spoken about the quality of the meal and the service.

Wendi has been no stranger to church and community involvement. In
Palm Coast shortly after their marriage, she became involved in the youth
ministry and the folk music group as guitarist, pianist, and vocalist. After
her conversion to Catholicism she made her Cursillo. At Christ the King
she became involved in LIFE TEEN’s Music For Life program in 1998,
of which she is currently the co-director. She is also a member of a Small
Faith Sharing group, one of the founding members of MOMS ministry,
and as a mom is very much a part of the school and youth activities.

The family has been very engaged in Camp I Am Special, a week-long
summer camp for physically and mentally challenged children, put on by
the Diocese of St. Augustine. John has been involved since 1990 as a
director of a week of camp. Wendi began doing music for the camp a few
years later, and currently helps out by being an RN. The children followed
suit and participate as Group Leaders or buddies. It’s most interesting that
the kids are also very involved in church and youth activities beyond nor-
mal school. Why? Take a look at their parents’ examples in church and
community.

It’s also very interesting to take a look back at the example of John and
Wendi’s parents. They came to Palm Coast upon learning of a new parish
to be built. The whole family was very involved- look at John and Wendi’s
involvement, Wendi becoming Catholic, their interest in youth. They
decided to come to Jacksonville and became active in church and commu-
nity. The whole family helped to restore the EPS Center on Merrill Road
in 2008. Wendi met Tracie Cox Loftis, the center’s director, and was hired
by EPS in 2009. It sounds like the Holy Spirit has been working behind
the scenes! What do you think?

It’s great to have such an exemplary family in our midst! Keep up the
good work, John and Wendi!

The Klinkenberg Family

Parish Council Purchases
Defibrillator

by Charm Saults

On March 9, 2009
at the Parish Council
Meeting Tom
McCrone gave every-
one a demonstration of
the new defibrillator.
The church has two,
one located in the
Shirley David Hall,
just inside the entrance
on the right side on the
wall in a special case.
The other is located in
the entrance hall to the
gym at Christ the King School. It is on the left-hand side in a special case,
mounted on the wall just before the fountain and the bathrooms. It is truly
an amazing machine. It talks to you, giving exact instructions on what to
do next. All the teachers at the school  have taken the training course and
are certified. There are ushers who have taken the course, and there will
be at least one certified usher attending each Mass. Mike Klima has taken
the course and is on the grounds all day and some evenings. There will be
other classes if someone is interested in becoming certified. Just call
Frank Japour at 724-0080.
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Angela and Ray Christian
by Hannah Christian

As announced publicly just a few weeks
ago, Ray and Angela Christian are leaving their
positions as Parents For LIFE coordinators.
They were involved in Parents For LIFE for
eleven years and the past twenty-one retreats.
The LIFE TEEN program takes high school
teens away for the weekend to experience God’s
immense love for us and make some friends
who support them on their faith journey. Parents
For LIFE is a group of adults that prepare and
come on retreats or help behind the scenes. Our
LIFE TEEN program at Christ the King has
been blessed to have Ray and Angela Christian
as coordinators of the Parents For Life ministry.

Ray Christian, the head chef and menu
planner extraordinaire, was in charge of not only
preparing the food on retreats, but also making
sure that “camp food” was never to be served!
His infamous dishes varied from shish kabobs
with chicken, grilled veggies, and pineapple for
a tropical theme to turkey legs with seasoned
corn on the cob in a medieval atmosphere. Ray
provided tasty food while making his humorous
comments in the kitchen, always being the first
to pull your leg. Another trademark Ray left on
retreats was forcing seconds, thirds, and fourths
on your plate without choice. Teens looked in
horror for his large serving spoon as he came
around with his cart of food. Yet no teen could
deny the appetizing meal he piled on. One
classic dish was the famous retreat soup made of
leftovers from the whole weekend. The idea of it
sounds somewhat repulsive, but it had become
the most delicious part of the whole weekend!

Angela Christian was the more creative end
of this dynamic duo. Although Ray was the
artistic chief, you would be surprised how his
wife outdid him. She started early with
planning, organizing, and conducting meetings
as well as recruiting adults interested in helping
out in any way they can. She encouraged the
parents to think outside of the box of how to

make every single meal fun and appropriate to
the theme of the retreat. From a mermaid to a
member of the Blue Man Group, Angela was
willing to dress up as whatever character needed
on the retreat. With the help of the rest of the
parents, she created spectacular environments
such as a Christmas feast in Seussville, a
Princess Palace for a girl’s sessions, and Willie
Wonka’s Candy Shop. She went above and
beyond, complete with choreographed
routines at the end of a few retreats
expressing how much fun the parents
have had planning them.

Angela also provided special
props needed for retreat like a
giant volcano for the very first
retreat to a giant alarm clock on
my very first retreat. Although
Ray took the prize on his
enormous Dr. Seuss book on a
retreat that teens learned how to
have faith like a child. Each page
turned for the next session, his artwork
looked identical to Dr. Seuss’s most famous

children’s characters. Individually, this couple is
just a crazy cook in the kitchen and an
imaginative food server, but together they made
retreats unforgettable.

Besides our bi-annual retreats put on for our
teens, Ray and Angela organized the schedule
for snacks of weekly life nights. They were
constantly picking up the slack and shooting out
that helpful reminder to parents who graciously
offered their time to this amazing ministry. I
have never seen such a strong group of adults
come each week and every retreat to have fun
with and feed kids with tremendous zeal. Ray
and Angela Christian have set the bar and built
this ministry stronger and better than ever before
through their work and their prayer support, and
I’m not just saying that because they are my
parents. This couple so committed to bringing a
lively youth group to our parish and raising me
with my faith as a priority were both
springboards for my own faith journey. On
behalf of Father Thanh, Katie Szarkowski,
Nancy Powers, the Core members, and all those
who have had the privilege of working with
them, we thank Ray and Angela for their dream
to start this program at Christ the King, their
prayers over all these years, and their
inspirational work!

Indescribable

by Katie Szarkowski 

I first heard a song by Chris Tomlin about
three years ago when I saw him in concert. The
name of the song was “Indescribable” and the
first two verses are:

“From the highest of heights to the
depths of the sea
Creation’s revealing Your majesty
From the colors of fall to the fragrance
of spring
Every creature unique in the song that it
sings
All exclaiming

Indescribable, uncontainable,
You placed the stars in the sky and You
know them by name.
You are amazing God
All powerful, untameable,
Awestruck we fall to our knees as we
humbly proclaim
You are amazing God” 

The week after Easter, I had the amazing
experience of traveling with 3 sets of mothers
and daughters from our LIFE TEEN program to
a beautiful cabin just outside of Asheville, NC.
They asked me about six months ago to come
along so it wouldn’t just be a vacation, but rather
a Mother/Daughter Retreat. After a few weeks
of bargaining with my husband, I told the girls I
would come along with them, and from there the
adventure planning started. 

The week before we left, I was told to be
ready to be picked up at 4:30 in the morning, so
we could have all day in North Carolina. If any
of you know me, you know that mornings are
just not my thing! I packed everything I could
into two small bags, and we packed the Honda
Pilot with everyone’s luggage, three high school
girls, three moms, and myself, and we were off
to the great adventure. 

Our cabin was beautiful, the scenery was
majestic, and there was a hot tub and a Mr.

Steam in the shower, so I knew it would be an
amazing week. Our adventures included
shopping around Asheville in the pouring rain,
climbing Chimney Rock, finding waterfalls,
rock hopping in the middle of streams,
whitewater rafting, hiking around our cabin, and
just spending time with each other. But, the trip
was so much more than just our adventures. God
had a plan, as he always does! Everywhere I
went, I just kept singing Chris Tomlin’s
“Indescribable,” and a few days into it, I
realized I was living the song. I wanted to
scream at the top of my lungs at Chimney Rock
about the glory of God’s creation, about how
powerful, and untameable God really is, but
instead, I felt awestruck as I looked out at the
mountains and knowing 100% in my heart that
God had placed every tree in its place, and that
He has the ability to move mountains. 

My trip to Asheville was more than just
adventures; it was a chance for me to bask in the
glory of God, in the glory of His creation, and to
do so with some really amazing mothers and
daughters. I know we all walked away knowing
a little more about ourselves, and a little more
about the love that God has for each of us.

To the Andersons, the Hayes and the
McCowns, thank you from the bottom of my
heart of allowing me to be a part of your family.
I pray that God continues to reveal to you how
much He really does love you, and how amazing
He really is!
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Mighty to Save Retreat

by Adam Kersch 

May the Peace and Joy of this beautiful Easter Season be with each
and every one of you: 

When I approached Katie about becoming part of her Core Team for
the LIFE TEEN youth group, little did I know what I was actually getting
myself into.  In fact, I do not think that I even finished saying the word
“volunteer” to her before she said yes!  From that moment on, I was off
to the races.  We met on a Monday afternoon.  By Tuesday, the following
day, I was invited to come and join the rest of the well-established Core
Team for my first meeting and Friday morning of the same week, now
only four days later, I was out the door to my first LIFE TEEN retreat as
an official member of the Core Team.  Wow! Katie surely does not waste
any time. 

I had been a part of LIFE TEEN in the past and so I was not totally a
stranger to how everything worked on retreat.  I knew that there was
much work to be done and I was more than willing to do whatever was
asked of me to help Katie, the Parents for Life, Music for Life, and the
rest of the amazing Core Team to help the teen youth of Christ the King
Parish fall deeper in love with a “God that is madly and passionately in
Love with them”.  

What I have always found truly amazing about retreats like this one
is that each and every person – kids, parents, the religious men and
women that may be on retreat with us, and of course the team of young
adults that directly minister to the kids – all of us grow in our faith and
our love of God through our various roles we play on such retreats.  This
retreat was no exception.  What struck me the deepest was seeing the
transformation of all the kids from the first night, through Eucharistic
Adoration, and even through Mass following the retreat on Sunday.  At
first, some of the kids are reluctant to step out of their usual roles they
play every day at school and with their friends and at home and embrace
the atmosphere of a spiritual and Eucharist-centered retreat.  But as the
hours slip by and the fruits of all the labor that has gone into planning this
retreat unfold before the kids’ eyes, slowly but surely, the Holy Spirit
works within each of them and brings them out of their comfort zones,
opens them up to small group discussions, makes lasting friendships
among them, touches their hearts, teaches them about life, and always
builds a stronger relationship between them and God, The Father, than
they had before going on retreat.  Beautiful is the word that comes to
mind, but it does not even come close to describing the awesome and
mysterious power of God in our lives. 

This retreat has been nothing short of an amazing opportunity to min-
ister to the youth of my home parish, Christ the King.  I not only had the
opportunity to teach a little bit about our faith to the kids, but I also took
every chance I had to learn from them and to grow deeper in my own
faith.  The “Mighty to Save” retreat was the perfect edition to Lent and
the Easter Season. 

“Savior, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save
He is mighty to save
Forever, Author of Salvation
He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave” 

I pray that everyone continues to celebrate our Risen Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, throughout all of the Easter Season and each day of our lives
afterward.  Thank you for allowing the entire LIFE TEEN program to
minister to your children.

by LIFE TEEN members

You have seen in Adam Kersch’s article that the recent LIFE TEEN
retreat was a great success, and appreciated by the participants. Following
are several letters from LIFE TEEN members, addressed to Father Thanh
expressing their feelings about the retreat that they had just completed.   I
am leaving them in the same form as they were written—-slightly scrib-
bled some of them, somewhat incoherent with emotion, frequently not
well spelled. The letters were written en route home from this very mov-
ing experience—-not necessarily a rational moment.

Dear Father Thanh,
I can’t thank you enough for what you’ve done 4 us. My faith has

grown like crazy.

Dear Father Thanh,
The  retreat has filled my heart with Jesus. I have decided to be more

pure in my life.

Dear Father Thanh,
Thank you for letting us go on this retreat. I had lots of fun on the

retreat. it was my first and it was great. I plan to pray more. I feel closer
to God now. I’m going to find a way to go to Mass every Sunday now.

Dear Father Thanh,
Thank you so much for letting this retreat be possible. I got a lot out

of this weekend, and I feel so filled with the Holy Spirit that I just can’t
stop being happy. I hope and pray that I stay this way. Thank you so
much.

Dear Father Thanh,
This weekend was absolutely amazing. This retreat truly touched me

and brought me closer to Jesus. I am going to Adoration every Monday
and am going to pray ….. more often. I am so very thankful that you
would fund this retreat and youth ministry at Christ the King.

Dear Father Thanh,
As this retreat comes to its culmination, I would like to thank you for

the support you have always shown for LIFE TEEN. Without you and the
rest of the pastoral staff, it would have been impossible for this retreat to
have taken place.

As I prepare for graduation and my undergraduate studies, this retreat
has granted me the spiritual security to give my future completely over to
the Heavenly Father. This weekend has reassured me that I and my future
are in the Lord’s hands and I have nothing to fear. Your support for youth
ministry made this possible. Again, thank you for everything you have
done. 

Dear Father Thanh,
I am not part of Christ the King parish however I do take part in the

youth ministry activities. This is the first retreat I’ve ever been on and it
was amazing. I’m not trying to flatter you. I’m very sincere when I say
this weekend has been the best of my life.   Adoration had me in tears for
hours. It was a very powerful and spiritual program and I’m going to def-
initely attend the next one. I walked on the bus an ignorant girl, but I will
walk off the bus today a changed person. Thank you so much for the
opportunity to experience what a retreat is like. Everyone had a wonder-
ful time and has changed for the better. Keep Christ the King youth group
alive.

Letters to Father Thanh
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by Imogene T. Praxedes

Tina Caiñas Harrell is an energetic and vibrant presence. This is a
woman full of spirit and grace. She exudes confidence and purpose.

Tina relates that it was by accident that she found out that Christ the
King was looking for a new music director. She had overslept one Sunday
and had to go online to find a church in order to attend Mass. Somehow
that search led to the discovery that Dr. Bernie Sans had resigned and had
taken the position of Director of Music at the Cathedral Basilica of St.
Augustine. Upon sharing this information with her husband, Bert, he
encouraged her to apply as Christ the King’s music director. Bert told her
to pursue the matter because she was meant to fill the post. Tina feels the
Holy Spirit was guiding her because the deadline for accepting
applications was the following week.

Tina reveals the whole process of being an applicant was nerve-
wracking. The person she was hoping to replace is well respected and
very talented. The pressure to prove that she is capable was tremendous.
During the audition in the church Tina found comfort and guidance by
gazing at the tabernacle and the statue of the Blessed Mother. Tina must
have been truly guided because the baton has now been passed and
accepted by the new music director, Christina Caiñas Harrell.

Tina was the music teacher at Assumption Catholic School for about
two and a half years.  The students will surely miss her.  As the music
director of Christ the King she hopes to work with Father Thanh, whom
she addresses as the “captain of the ship,” by complementing and
enhancing his vision and dreams for the parish.

Tina will set her goals so as not to compete with Father Thanh’s
objectives for the parish. She is grateful to Father for being open and
trusting of her musical talent and sense of liturgy.

As music director, Tina’s objectives are to avail of the inexhaustible
resources in the music library to make music “user friendly” in order to
open the hearts of the people, find music that will touch people’s lives,
praise God through song, encourage everyone to raise their voices with
joy to their God and King, and understand that “He who sings prays
twice.”

Tina would definitely like to experiment with different kinds of
church hymns. She acknowledges that she enjoys listening to hymns in
different languages. She is fluent in English and Spanish. She feels you
can always sense if a song is a church hymn even if it is sung in a foreign
tongue. The musical variety is endless – from ancient to contemporary
chant, traditional and contemporary hymns, folk music, modern music,
and gospel.

Tina’s musical talent is probably inherited from 1) her maternal
grandmother who was a poet and played the mandolin and 2) her great
aunt who was a classical pianist and a composer. Tina plays many
instruments: piano, electronic organ, pipe organ, guitar, accordion,
mandolin, violin, bongos, stand-up bass, and recorder flute.

Christ the King has six scheduled Masses every weekend. Tina would
like to work on putting together a choir uniquely identified to each

scheduled Mass.
She’d like to see the
9:00 a.m. Mass have
a family choir
i n c l u d i n g
grandparents. Tina
would also like to
learn to speak
Vietnamese, so she
could understand
and appreciate the
beauty of the
Vietnamese Mass.
Tina has been
working with the
school children
preparing them for
the school’s Mass
every Friday. She
hopes to introduce
hymns that are toe-
tapping and hand-
clapping fun.

Tina graduated
from Barry
University in Miami
with a B.A. and an
M.A. in Theology
(Religious Studies).
She is Florida State Certified in Music, K-12 and she finished course
work equivalent to B.A. in Music. She is a composer and has 40 years
experience in Liturgical Worship. She is available for workshops,
lectures, and retreats.

Tina is married to Robert Harrell who is the head of the Theology
department of Episcopal High School. They have 3 dogs and 2 cats.

Tina released an album in 2002 entitled “Under His Wings” (A
Prayer Song Journal).  It is a compilation of 20 songs.  Tina describes
her music as: “My prayer life and the musical expression of the inner
workings of the Holy Spirit in bringing me closer to our Lord Jesus Christ
in good times and in bad.”  There are plans to record a second album.

I asked Tina if she had plans to do a concert.  She dreams of offering
a concert consisting of just her compositions.  It would be a faith-witness
account of her spiritual journey. These personal stories would explain
how God answered her prayers and intervened many times to improve her
troubled situation at the time. She would also certainly like to arrange a
concert to honor two special women.  She would like to honor St. Cecilia
who is the patron saint of musicians on her feast day in November. Next
year Tina would like to present a concert honoring the Blessed Mother in
May, which is the month of Mary.  Our parish is truly fortunate to have
someone with such “Amazing Grace.”

Music 2X Praying “He Who Sings Prays Twice”
-St Augustine of Hippo

Why Catholic?

by Carol-Ann Black

Coming soon to Christ the King! to your very own neighborhood! to
a group of your very own friends! Why Catholic? is a program of adult
faith formation, based on scriptures and Catholic beliefs, presented in a
home-based format of small group meetings. Why Catholic? has been
formulated by RENEW International to expand and enhance the basic
religious knowledge and practice of Catholic communities throughout the
United States.

Bishop Galeone has asked all the parishes of the diocese to actively
participate in this program, and to that end representatives of area parishes
gathered at Assumption Church during the month of March, where we
were introduced to the overall program. If it is any indication of who is on
board to activate Why Catholic? let me say that of the entire group in
attendance, representatives of Christ the King constituted nearly half .
Father Thanh is very enthusiastic about Why Catholic?

In order to get this program underway, there is considerable organi-
zational work to be done. RENEW International has designed not only the
instructional plans and materials, but offers a blueprint for implementing
the small group concept in dioceses and parishes. Why Catholic? is
designed to be completed by the small groups in four sessions. The plan
is to begin the first of four next spring at the beginning of Lent and last
for six weeks. The next session would begin in the following autumn. It
was emphasized, however, that various parishes may opt to do their own
combination of sessions to suit specific needs. 

Each of the four sessions will require a separate book, which is
reasonably priced, and will emphasize a different facet of Catholic faith.
All of the books will relate back to the Catechism, which will be the
primary reference source. 

Further information about the Why Catholic? program will be coming
to us regularly from Father Thanh, in the bulletin and in the Courier in the
coming months. RENEW had a tremendous impact on the Catholic
community, and it is expected that Why Catholic? will do the same, with
its stated aim to “connect the richness of our Catholic faith to Everyday
Life.”




