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by Carol-Ann Black

We were favored with truly fine weather for our May Procession. And we were truly blessed with a good crowd of
participants. Rosary was recited in English, Tagalog and Vietnamese as the procession made its way around the parking lot and
then into the church for Mass.  Knights of Columbus carried the rose-bedecked figure of the Blessed Mother throughout the walk.
After Mary was in position beside the altar, the Vietnamese children did their ritual dance with flowers and candles and Mass
began.

Father Zehler’s homily brought our attention to the fact that this Mass and Rosary for Mary was being celebrated on the feast
of St. Joseph the Worker, which made it a celebration of husband and wife as they parent their children. Father Thanh encouraged
prayer for husbands and wives, for families and for peace. Readings were done in the three different languages and the
Vietnamese Choir and the King’s Choir led the musical parts of the liturgy. 

Father Thanh announced that Rosary Processions will be held on the first Saturdays of May and of October to celebrate Mary
(May) and Sanctity of Life (October). A fine tradition is well begun.
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many of God's gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ the King.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. The appearance of advertising in these pages does
not imply endorsement of businesses, services and products.  Readers must exercise prudence in responding to advertising in all
media. Political advertising not accepted. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials submitted for publication.

Dear Parishioners,

Time has passed so quickly. Here it is the end of May and there is so
much to share as our parish continues to be an active and caring
community of believers. We were very blessed with so many gifts of the
season of Lent, such as our mission with Deacon Glenn Harmon (March
22-26) and then our Easter Celebration (April 3-4), as well as our annual
Christ the King School Carnival (April 23-24), our spring Holy Rosary
Procession and Mass (May 1), and especially our new Renew program
called Why Catholic?

During our preparation for Easter we were honored to have as our
guest, Deacon Harmon, an excellent and dynamic speaker. There were
400+ people who came to hear him speak to us on “The Journey to
Emmaus.” Father Zehler and I were also delighted to see so many of you
at the penance service on Wednesday evening, March 24, which didn’t
end until after 11:00 p.m. It pleased me very much to see so many taking
advantage of the Sacrament of Penance. 

At our Easter Celebrations we welcomed 17 catechumens and four
candidates into the Catholic faith at Christ the King. Three baptized
Catholics from Christ the King will be confirmed on May 23 by Bishop
Galeone at the Cathedral in St. Augustine. My sincere thanks go to
Deacon James Scott and all those who help him with the RCIA program. 

I was so glad to hear that many of you came to the Christ the King
School Annual Carnival. Thank you to Tim McClellan, the school
committee members and all the volunteers who helped to make this
celebration a successful one. 

We began the month of May, with our Holy Rosary and procession
which began at the Grotto and continued through the parking lot to the
church. We said five decades, one of which was said in Vietnamese and
another decade was said in Tagalog, the official language of the
Philippines. The procession ended with the traditional flower offering to
Mary in the church. Many parishioners came to honor Mary, Queen of
Heaven, say the Rosary and to pray for peace. It is my hope to continue
this beautiful tradition in honor of Mary on the first Saturday (8:00 a.m.)
in the months of May and October. 

Why Catholic? a most special gift to our Christ the King community,
kicked off its four-year mission to provide us with the opportunity to
renew and gain a deeper understanding of our faith. We have forty groups
with over 500 people attending. Father Steven Zehler, the faculty and
committee, and I are very pleased that this mission is so well attended and
to actually see faith in action. The fruits of our labors from Why Catholic?
have spilled over into other events such as Forty Days for Life and Walk
for the Poor and, of course, our mission with Deacon Glenn Harmon. The

attendance at these
events was wonderful.
The faculty and I are
excited as we read over
feedback that was
turned in and plan our
retreat in the fall which
will begin before the
second phase of our
four-year mission plan.

Today it is important
for us to use what we
have learned from this
program…we need to
reach out to our inactive
Catholics, which
statistical reports state is
the second largest
religious group in the
United States. Efforts to
reach out to our
relatives, friends and
neighbors to bring them
back to Church by
sharing what we have
learned will hopefully
be successful…for this we pray.

On a sad note, we have to say good-bye to Father Steven Zehler, who
is leaving us to join Our Lady Star of the Sea in Ponte Vedra. I am grateful
to him for his help during these past three years. His faithfulness to the
Church and here at Christ the King did not go unnoticed, especially his
love of the Eucharist and his passion for confession. He will surely be
missed.

I am pleased to let you know that the Bishop has graciously spared me
having to lead Christ the King by myself. He appointed Father Silverio
“Sal” Di Fazio to join our Catholic community. If you have not met him,
I hope you will take the time to introduce yourself and your family when
next you see him at Mass. To learn more about Father Sal, I urge you to
read the recently published article which appeared in the May/June issue
of the St. Augustine Catholic, “Deacon Sal Di Fazio Ordained to
Priesthood.”  Also see article in this issue of the Courier on page 32.

I ask you to please continue to pray during this year for priests, so they
can continue to lead the flock entrusted to them. St. John Vianney, please
pray for us.

by
Carol-Ann Black

The time after Easter until
the end of the school year is
filled with more activities and
celebrations than can
reasonably fit into anybody’s

calendar. Therefore, I think it
would be a good idea to add at least
two more weekends to our year to
fall in the month of May. What do
you think? Think I could sell it—-
to anyone? 

I do believe that we have
covered most of the events that
have filled our days. We have done
so with the assistance of a number
of people who are new to our list of
writers. Several Why Catholic?
participants tell of their experiences
with this program in the parish.
Carl Ludwig offered his
impressions of the hugely
successful Lenten parish mission.
Mitzi Vergenz wrote a follow up

article to her first one of the winter
issue of Courier. Consider adding
your name to the list of Courier
Firsts.

We are blessed to cover the
appointment of Father Sal to our
parish, but deeply saddened by the
pending departure of Father Zehler.
A very special “first” in this issue is
coverage of the multi-lingual May
procession in honor of the Blessed
Mother. A second procession for
the year will be held in October and
they will both become integral to
Christ the King calendar and will
be held annually. 

Frank Becht and I both touched
upon recent embarrassments of our

beloved Catholic Church. One
article is a generous defense of our
church and all our wonderful
clergy. The other suggests a happier
mind set for us to find comfort and
peace within our church in spite of
the media clamor. Be sure to check
out the activities of our young
people at Christ the King. Life
Teen, Boy Scouts and the school
have been especially busy and all
are laying plans for the coming
summer. 

I hope you enjoy all of our
articles and ads for upcoming
activities in the parish. And
consider writing about your
summer for our August issue.
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What’s Happening

We welcome the following individuals and families to Christ the King
Community

Baptisms:
We announce the following people who were recently
baptized into the Catholic Church

We acknowledge the following parishioners who were recently united
into the  Sacrament of Marriage.

The following people are recently deceased memebers of our parish for
whom we offer our special prayers.

Marriages:

Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

--------------

Mr. Ricardo Ciriaco
Ms. Marisol Chang
Mr. Paul Rozek
Ms. Cassidy Walker
Mr. James Conway
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Fritz
Ms. Mary-Katherine Register
Mr. Randall Register
Wesley Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Daryl Bermudez-Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Divinagracia
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Valbuena
Mr. Scott Garner
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick O’Neal
Mr. Christopher Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Brad Lewitzke
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel DeWeese
Ms. Morgan Corbett
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Sieber
Mr. Christian Timones

Sydney Marie Franklin and Josh Clayton Tuttle on April 30

Adrianna Lisette Bundoc
Dylan Gandionco Hernandez
Isla Cheryl Palenik
Jordyn Alissa Lee
Lane Parker Ciak-Sharbutt
Alexis Teresa Deforge
Ace Kenneth Wilson
Kylah Mae Walker
Nicholas Michael Winston
Michael J. Ritter, III
Amanda M. Sharp
Cheyenne R. Hitchcock
Daniel S. Yip
Bridget Judge
Terri L. Fisher
Danielle Ploeg
Dominic Divinagracia Rinoza

Joseph Khanh Danh
Joseph Trung Nguyen
Vincent Khoa Hua
Mary Chinh Nguyen
Paul Tuan Nguyen
Francis Cuong Lai
Mary Linh Nguyen
Joseph N. Hartman 
Caleb Schwenk
Tammy Gardner
Odin Apollo Arciaga Garcia
Kodi Michael Butterbrodt
Charles Huu Nguyen
George Huu Nguyen
Jess Huu Nguyen
Elijah Cong Nguyen
Rinoza Dominic Divinagracia

Raynerd Troedson
Barbara Ann Douglas
Francis Prescott
Idelle Howell
Pattie Aguilar
Armando Sagcal
Josephine Wagzkowski
Mary Louise Pellicer

Prayer for Vocations

Good and gracious God, hear our prayer
for an increase in priestly vocations.

Touch the hearts of young men in our
world today. Instill in them a burning

desire to serve you. Give them the
courage to answer your call with generous

hearts.
Reveal to them a vision of your Kingdom.
Help them to see the joy of priestly min-
istry. Lead them in the footsteps of your

Son, Jesus Christ.
We ask you to bless our seminarians and

guide them on the path toward priest-
hood. Strengthen them as they are educat-
ed and formed in the duties and responsi-

bilities of the priesthood. Help them to
become faithful servants and leaders in

the Church today.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who

lives and reigns, now and forever. Amen.
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Father Devlin Sermon
Are you tired and confused by

all the conflicting media voices
competing for your attention? Are
you ready for a bit of comfort and
encouragement?  I think you will
enjoy reading the following sermon
by Father Joseph Devlin, pastor of
St. Brigid’s parish in Philadelphia.
It was sent to me by my daughter,
who is a parishioner at St. Brigid
and is used with Father Devlin’s
permission.

Father Devlin Sermon

On this Good Shepherd Sunday
the Lord tells us, “My sheep hear
my voice; I know them and they
follow me.” As I thought about this
passage, I began to think about the
many voices which daily beckon
for our attention. We hear so many
voices each day, don’t we? As a
result we can find it very
challenging to hear the Lord’s
voice. What do I mean?

For starters most Americans
spend so much time with the
television set on, there’s a constant
voice being heard even when we’re
not paying attention to it. Millions
have an iPod with them wherever
they go and are always listening to
at least one earphone.

Walk down any street and you
hear people around you talking
loudly, even though, quite often,
there is no one walking with them.
That’s because they’re wearing
their cell phone earpieces.

Then of course there are the
voices of advertising. We are
bombarded with ads over the radio,
on the TV, in the newspapers,
magazines, the internet. These
voices have convinced an entire

planet that we need what is being
advertised. What other voices do
we hear?

Then there are the voices of the
media exposing the crimes of
Church leaders coupled with the
mismanagement and also the cover
up of those crimes by certain
Church leaders. These voices in the
media have pointed out, to use the
Pope’s words the “Church’s sins.”
Painful as all of this is for all of us,
our first concern must always be
for the victims - as a Church we
must do all we can to make sure
they are receiving healing and our
love and our support. But these
voices “pointing out the Church’s
sins” are wearing on us, members
of the Church, aren’t they. Words
like demoralized, sickened,
embarrassed, outraged, humiliated,
only begin to describe how these
voices make us feel, right. We
rightly want to defend the honor of
the Church but no doubt we also
know that it’s time for the Church
to be transparent and must right
wrongs done and now try to right
those wrongs. 

Enough, we say; enough, we
pray. Enough, we cry out in
frustration. We join our voices with
the voices of the media calling for
justice and accountability. And yet,
currently - and sadly - as one author
put it, [the Church can seem all too
frequently] “trapped like a
silkworm in its purple cloak and
paralyzed by protocol from even
acknowledging its predicament.”

You might agree with me, all of
these voices can make it very
difficult for us to hear the voice of
Jesus of today’s Gospel! But my
friends, we can’t lose hope. From

the very beginning, the Church has
faced painful, difficult times. Just
look at the threat of violence that
Paul and Barnabas suffered in
today’s first reading. Sometimes
during her 2000-year history, the
Church’s difficulties are due to her
own sinfulness, as is today’s
predicament; and at other times her
sufferings have been inflicted upon
her by enemy voices and forces.

I believe hope lies within
reach...the Holy Spirit is still with
the Church...and we remember
Jesus’ words to his followers that
death is followed by rebirth. Jesus’
words teach us, this is always the
rule not the exception. In other
words, God will bring renewal out
of the present suffering. I believe
God will give birth to something
new. This is essentially what we
celebrate during this liturgical
season of Easter. This is the paschal
mystery. I think we can also find
reassurance in what Jesus the Good
Shepherd says in today’s Gospel,
“they will never perish,” the Lord
says. “No one can take them out of
my hand.” Yes, we remember today
that we are all in the loving and
protective hands of Jesus, the Good
Shepherd. We trust in his presence;
we know that He is still with the
Church. Yet, no doubt many of us
might have also nearly lost
confidence in the Church,
particularly badly shaken is our
confidence in many of her leaders.
There again we do have several
strong voices like Archbishop
Dolan of New York & Cardinal
O’Malley of Boston- their strong
voices reassure us that the Holy
Father and the Bishops with the full
weight of the Church’s highest

authority are doing their best to
“right this wrong,” to bring about
change, and most importantly to
bring healing to any victim and to
make sure this never happens
again.

The Good Shepherd Jesus
never leaves us orphaned, he’s still
with us shepherding his flock,
particularly in those bishops who
are providing strong leadership at
this difficult time.

Let me conclude with words
that encourage me. They remind
me that I do continue to hear the
voice of Jesus the Good Shepherd
in the Church. They are the words
of the late, great Jesuit, preacher,
Father Walter Burghardt who said,

“I joy in this Church - this
living, pulsing, sinning people of
God, love it with a crucifying
passion. Why? 

• For all the Catholic hate, I
experience here a community of
love.

• For all the institutional idiocy,
I find here a tradition of reason.

• For all the individual
repressions, I breathe here an air of
freedom.

• For all the fear of sex, I
discover here the redemption of my
body.

• In an age so inhuman, I touch
here the tears of compassion.

• In a world so grim and
humorless, I share here a rich joy
and laughter.

• In the midst of death - in the
Church I hear an incomparable
stress on life.

For all the apparent absence of
God, I sense here in the Church the
real presence of Christ.”

by Carol-Ann Black

What is it that measures 2 cubits by 8 cubits, is made of linen fabric
and is just another old piece of cloth—-OR NOT? That is the question
researched by John Iannone in his effort to prove that this particular piece
of linen is indeed the true and only burial cloth of Jesus Christ, The
Shroud of Turin.

Over a period of a little more than an hour Mr. Iannone explained in a
straightforward and simple manner his reasons for believing that this
Shroud is truly Jesus’ burial cloth. He bases his belief on the scientific
evidence that has emerged over the past seventy-plus years, historical
research and traditional evidence that has been coordinated at the same
time. 

Scientific research gained impetus in 1931 when the Shroud was first
photographed, thus made available to a wide range of researchers
including forensic experts who have studied the blood stains of the cloth
and the weapons and wounds of the Crucifixion. Botanists who have
analyzed the pollen and floral images on the Shroud, biblical scholars who
are familiar with the cloth made on ancient Jewish looms, measurement
systems, and burial customs of the time point to the truth of the claim of
authenticity for the Shroud. 

Crucifixion was a frequently used method of capital punishment in the
Roman Empire at this time in this middle-eastern location. Mr. Iannone’s
final discussion of the fact that only Jesus was crowned with thorns as
well as scourged and crucified is borne out in analysis of the Shroud. 

Given all of the information gleaned over the past years, it seems to
me that the case is proven. However, there is still call for a repeat of
carbon 14 dating process to clarify further the scientific evidence. (This
test was done in 1988 but improperly, yielding questionable results.) The
pope has so far refused permission for a repeat of such testing, as it is
intrinsically damaging to the fabric of the Shroud and all the other
supporting evidence would seem sufficient to justify the claim of
authenticity.  

Pope Benedict XVI has announced a public exhibit of the Holy
Shroud of Turin to be held in April and May of 2010, in Turin, Italy, its
current resting place.

The size of the audience for this presentation provides evidence of the
level of interest in the Shroud of Turin. Interest in the Shroud is
considerable not only locally and in Catholic communities, but in other
Christian circles as well as among Jewish believers and researchers. 

The Shroud of Turin
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Jewish Sam Miller on Catholics
submitted by Frank Becht

In recent months, the Catholic
Church and in particular, Pope
Benedict XVI, has been under
ferocious attacks by the media and
critics around the world for the
pope’s actions as a former cardinal
in dealing with sexual abuse.

About eight years ago, the
Catholic Church in the United
States underwent an extended
attack of our clergy for their
handling of sexual abuse. Without
doubt there was mishandling, but
not to the extent accused. As an
independent insurance agent here
in Jacksonville, I personally
insured many Protestant churches
over an extended period of time.
Several of those churches were
confronted with sexual abuse but
little, if any, mention was made by
the press. Sexual abuse has always
been more than a Catholic problem.

Even EWTN has denounced
the vindictive media campaign
against the Church.

Let’s take a look at some
statistics from a very neutral
source.

The following are excerpts of
an article written by a well-
known Cleveland Jewish
businessman- Sam Miller.

“Why would newspapers carry
on a vendetta on one of the most
important institutions that we have
today in the United States, namely
the Catholic Church?

Do you know - the Catholic
Church educates 2.6 million
students everyday at the cost to that
Church of 10 billion dollars, and a
savings on the other hand to the
American taxpayer of 18 billion
dollars. The graduates go on to
graduate studies at the rate of 92%.

The Church has 230 colleges
and universities in the U.S. with an
enrollment of 700,000 students.

The Catholic Church has a non-
profit hospital system of 637
hospitals, which account for
hospital treatment of 1 out of every
5 people - not just Catholics - in the
United States today.

But the press is vindictive and
trying to totally denigrate in every
way the Catholic Church in this
country. They have blamed the
disease of pedophilia on the
Catholic Church, which is as
irresponsible as blaming adultery
on the institution of marriage.

Let me give you some figures
that Catholics should know and
remember. For example, 12% of
the 300 Protestant clergy surveyed
admitted to sexual intercourse with
a parishioner; 38% acknowledged
other inappropriate sexual contact
in a study by the United Methodist
Church, 41.8% of clergy women
reported unwanted sexual
behavior; 17% of laywomen have
been sexually harassed.

Meanwhile, 1.7% of the
Catholic clergy has been found
guilty of pedophilia. 10% of the
Protestant ministers have been
found guilty of pedophilia. This is
not a Catholic problem.

A study of American priests
showed that most are happy in the
priesthood and find it even better

than they had expected, and that
most, if given the choice, would
choose to be priests again in face of
all this obnoxious PR the church
has been receiving.

The Catholic Church is
bleeding from self-inflicted
wounds. The agony that Catholics
have felt and suffered is not
necessarily the fault of the Church.
You have been hurt by a small
number of wayward priests that
have probably been totally weeded
out by now.

Walk with your shoulders high
and your head higher. Be a proud
member of the most important non-
governmental agency in the United
States. Then remember what
Jeremiah said: ‘Stand by the roads,
and look and ask for the ancient
paths, where the good way is and
walk in it, and find rest for your
souls’. Be proud to speak up for
your faith with pride and reverence
and learn what your Church does
for all other religions.

Be proud that you’re a
Catholic.”

by Carl Ludwig 

As a lifelong parishioner of Christ the King, it
is here that I have experienced numerous spiritual
events that have made a big impact in my
spiritual life. My marriage, the baptism of our
children, sacrificial giving, Father Diorio’s visit
(the healing priest) are just a few. The mission we
had on March 22 through March 25, the week
before holy week, with Deacon Glenn Harmon
was one of those events. I have been to parish
missions before, but this one was different. The
love of God and the anointing of the Holy Spirit
filled our church; like the song says, surely the
presence of the Lord is in this place. I believe
Deacon Glenn has been called to a special
ministry in the Catholic Church. When he spoke
on Sunday during the homily I knew this mission
was going to be unique. His wittiness and
preaching were filled with love and conviction, as
though the Lord himself was speaking to me. 

I was blessed to be able to attend all four
nights and was so glad I did. My son, Clay,
invited our neighbors, Lindsey and Jean
McCormack, who attend First Baptist Church
downtown. They also attended all four nights and
received many blessings. As a counter we went to
their church for the Passion Play on Palm Sunday.

Each night of the mission was inspirational and moving. The
combination of the scripture verses and the deacon’s personal testimony
brought to life in a very real way the lesson of the evening. I would leave
each night feeling inspired, convicted, and challenged. The first night
when he talked about the junk drawer and the six roadblocks to our
spiritual life, it got me to take a good look inside to see where I was in my
relationship with God. It is an ongoing walk day by day. He also quoted a
scripture and asked us to commit to memory Isaiah 43:4 Since you are
precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you. This verse lets
me know we are all unique and wonderfully made; there is only one of us,
and God loves us. He also shared during the first night how he was called
by God to tell his father, who was dying, about Jesus. Glenn had been
praying to God about this. When he went to the hospital to see his father,
to Glenn’s surprise his father was ready to receive Jesus. He shared his
realization that while he was praying to God about his father accepting

Jesus before he died, God was already preparing
his father to receive Him. 

The second night the lesson was on our true
purpose; God’s will for our lives. He shared
many scriptures on this lesson, 1 Corinthians
13:8, 1 Corinthians 13:4, John 13: 34-35, Matt
7:21, and John 6:38 which says  For I have come
down from heaven not to do my will but the will
of him who sent me. We are here to be the person
God wants us to be. To do God’s will. The world
will know we are disciples of Jesus by the way
we love; not the way the world loves, but with
Agape love - a God kind of love. 

The third night the lesson was moving from
un-forgiveness to forgiveness. This was the
same evening as the Easter penance service and
was to me the most special night of the mission.
Glenn shared three reasons to forgive. 1) Jesus
forgave us on the cross. 2) Matt 6:14-15 Forgive
others, God will forgive you. 3) Un-forgiveness
is a prison. It will kill us spiritually. By forgiving
those who have offended you, you are still
saying that what they did is not okay. Forgive
anyway. Pray for those, who have hurt you. If
you want your own heart to be healed, pray for
them. This evening brought to light the power of
the love of God for us, and how we are to be
vessels of that love. 

The fourth night was on faith. The two scriptures Glenn shared
summed it up very well. Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we
hope for and certain of what we do not see. Hebrews 11:6 Without faith it
is impossible to please God. Faith is a FREE Gift from God. You have to
practice faith every day. We have to stand on the promises of God. If God
said it, it is done. Glenn challenged me by asking if Jesus is leading me.
How much of my life am I giving to Jesus? He wants me to be sold out
100% to Jesus. Jesus said, “Come follow me.” I feel challenged to not let
this mission be just a fond memory of this Easter time, but to try the best
I can to live out in my family, church, work place and social environments
the message of the mission—-follow JESUS with all my heart. This was
a very powerful, life-changing four-day mission. I believe it touched
many lives in our parish. I know it did mine. 

May God Bless You, Carl Ludwig

Christ the King Mission with a Message



Page 6 Christ the King Courier May, 2010

First Holy Communion, 2010

by Lucille Guzzone

Fifty-six children received First Holy Communion on the first
Sunday of May, at the 9:00 a.m. Mass. The children were prepared by
devoted catechists, Patty Ruhl, Shannon Coffey, and Jenny McClellan. Al
Martin and Kim Repper provided supplementary lessons to individual
students, as well. The children attended a retreat on the first of May with
many moms and dads assisting them in projects which enriched their

understanding of the Eucharist. The retreat was organized by room
mother, Diedre Hicks, and teacher, Shannon Coffey. In the church, Father
Thanh asked the students questions about their studies and showed them
sacred objects used during the Mass. Many thanks go out to the parents
who designed the altar banner and to those who provided the reception
which followed the Mass. 

Most of all, and after all that preparation, our little children became
angels in white for the day, and that is the most important reason for
which to be thankful.

Samantha Abbott
Elijah Alqueza

Michaela Bowling
Ethan Bundoc
Grant Butler

Joseph B. Carlton, IV
Ryan Case

Courtney Crawford
Jalissa Cuello

Kathryn DeBellis
Alexis Deforge
Luke Desclefs

Don Digo
Duy Doan

Joseph Durkin
Darius Ellison

Patrick Flanagan
Isaiah Gaston
Sean Gozar

Jenny Green
Noelle Anne M. Guevarra

Brayden Guzzone
George C. Hale, IV
Nathaniel A. Hale

Margarrette Yvonne
Hernandez

Mico Hernandez
Kyle Hicks

Joshua Hildreth
James Jaro

Bryan Johnson
Sanh Johnson
Mia Karoglan
Hailey Klein

Ivana Kpessou
Lourde Landie Laguerre

Ariana Leon
Cody Thomas McCoy

Mary Jo Medina
Caroline Moneyhan

Herla Monrose
Mason Moore
Olivia Nagle

Gabriel Nguyen
Jenna Ogin

Tayler Pepper
Katherine Richmond

Alfred Scoones
Lacey Taylor

Charles Trepagnier
Kierin Trull

Jesu Valencia
Macy Vestal
Aidan Webb
Jordan White

Michael R. Winston, Jr.
Kathleen Yarborough



by facilitators and participants of
Why Catholic?

Why Catholic? coordinator,
Nick Winiewicz, asked the facilita-
tors of the program for their
impressions of the program itself
and how it is working with the var-
ious groups. Following are some of
the responses he received. Some
have been slightly compressed, but
not altered in any other way.

From Kathleen Evans:
Nick, so far things are going

very well with my group. I am for-
tunate in that they all knew each
other before- hand. We meet in the
rectory every other Sunday after
7:00 a.m. Mass. It is a very com-
fortable room right next to the
kitchen so we can make coffee.
There are usually eight of us, some-
times nine. I make an outline of
each chapter so as to try and cover
everything. In my outline are some
questions to get things going. I also
try to pick a saint or holy person for
a brief discussion…For example in
Session 3 on Faith, I chose St.
Joseph from the New Testament
and Hanna from the Old Testament.
They seem to find this very inter-
esting…

I haven’t really cared much for
the little intro stories. I think the
saints have a lot more weight…

I think the “blue” books are
lacking in that they do not give any
concrete instructions on how to
present the material. The instruc-
tions in the front of the book just
give some nebulous ideas and
agenda time periods…

Also the nun that came and
spoke to us concentrated mainly on
personalities within the group. I
think it would have been more
helpful for her to have concentrated

on material presentation, maybe
even with a group role-playing
presentation…

The group seems to be very
receptive to each session and we
are all learning.

I do spend a lot of time in
preparation to try and make it inter-
esting and a real learning experi-
ence in our beautiful Catholic
faith…Kathleen

From Angela Christian, a wonder-
ful enthusiastic statement.

We have a wonderful group!
Our group consists of 12 fabulous
faithful, and because of Why
Catholic? we can confidently call
ourselves, friends. We all knew
each other before, but our weekly
meeting of sharing our faith, con-
cerns and prayers has given us a
true bond. So much so, that we
decided, after the first 6-week ses-
sion was over, we wanted to contin-
ue. We also wanted to stay on
Father Thanh’s schedule of meeting
the second 6 weeks in the fall, so
we ordered books to share the
weekly gospel from the Mass. We
plan to meet continuously through-
out the summer. Our group is also
gathering ideas of ways to give of
ourselves to our community. First
on the list is the farm in St.
Augustine that helps young men
and women who are struggling
with addictions. For us Why
Catholic? has been a great jump
start to a little more interaction and
involvement in our Catholic faith.
Angela

Mitzi Vergenz facilitated a
group and offered a few sugges-
tions on selecting people for the
various groups. She felt that the
folks who knew each other were
more comfortable in the sharing

environment and attended more
consistently. As a group they took
part in the 40 Days for Life vigils at
the abortion clinic. During the
month of May some of her group
plans to gather to listen to the CD
of the recent parish mission. Very
importantly, Mitzi expressed con-
cern for the person desiring to par-
ticipate in Why Catholic? and has a
language difficulty. Yet another
challenge for the core team that has
organized the Why Catholic? ses-
sions.

Al Martin seems to be very
enthusiastic about his Why
Catholic? experience.  Here is what
he has to say.

When Father Thanh asked me
to facilitate a Why Catholic? group,
I said, “Yes.” I believe that this is
the New Evangelization and New
Pentecost that our parish is begin-
ning to experience.

Since our very first meeting,
called our icebreaker, our small
community is becoming family. …

I think our camaraderie comes
from the relaxed but structured for-
mat that we use. We meet at a home
and before beginning, we chat in
the living room. Our meetings
began approximately 9:30 a.m.
with a scripture reading and very
short comments. Then we crowd
around the dining room table to
begin with the first text, profession
of faith, what we believe. …
Everyone has an opportunity to
share their experiences relating to
the subject for the week. But we
don’t live on the word of God
alone! … We take a very short
break and share refreshments, and
then continue to the end of the ses-
sion.

Although our sessions last
approximately an hour and a half,

most of the group hangs out and
chats. We also have personal
assignments such as prayer
requests, refreshments for next ses-
sion, reading selections for the
beginning of the next meeting and
calling a faith-sharing partner dur-
ing the week.

Our community has decided
that we will continue to meet with a
bible study group, reading a chapter
a week of the catechism until
Advent season. We also plan to
have some community activities
together.

The group facilitated by Pat
Setser consisted of “old friends and
new friends, young and old, people
with little children and people with
little grandchildren.” She summed
up their successful session with a
poem.

Why Catholic?
Young to old
Timid to bold
Cradle to new

Sharing our view
Our belief in love

Our Savior from above
So we came together

In all kinds of weather
To seek, to pray, to really share
How blessed we are and more

aware!

Pat Setser

From these short commentaries
it would appear that not only do the
facilitators take their job seriously
but the participants seem to
respond positively. It will be inter-
esting to see how the different
groups deal with the upcoming ses-
sions in the autumn.
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

If you are a well-seasoned
cradle Catholic you are probably
familiar with the Baltimore
Catechism. If you were asked,
“Who made me?” with no effort
you would respond, “God made
me.” Of course, you know the
follow- up question, “Why did God
make me?” Without a pause you
would answer, “God made me to
know, love and serve Him in this
world and the next.” Did you ever
wonder where it all began? Do you
know the history of the Catechism?
This writer didn’t, but the Why
Catholic? program piqued my
curiosity as how and why the
Catechism came about. So for those
who are of “Inquiring minds who
really want to know” —— read on. 

The term “catechism” comes
from the Greek word which means
“to echo.” Before the invention of
the printing press learning was
mainly an oral experience.
Catechisms are not the inventions
of the Catholic Church. There are
scholars who say that the gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
could be considered the first
catechisms as they told the message
of Jesus. There were some other
early catechisms but until the
invention of the printing press in

1450 catechisms were very rare as
all books were done by hand.
Another interesting way of
teaching the faith was through the
beautiful glass-stained windows of
the cathedrals as they told the story
of our faith in pictures. This would
all change with the printing press
and the question and answer
method would now be the new
mode of teaching.  

The first general catechism
came about as the result of the
Council of Trent which was
convened by Pope Paul III in 1545
and lasted until 1564. (You might
remember that this was the time in
history when Martin Luther and
other protesters were gaining
followers in Europe and the need
for self-reform within the church
was evident.) It was at this Council
that the sacred dogmas of the
Catholic religion were more
exactly defined, errors were
condemned, and ecclesiastical
discipline restored. In addition, it
was decided that a Catechism
containing a clear and precise
explanation of Christian Doctrine
should be designed for the use of
parish priests and religion teachers.
It was Pope Pius V who eventually
completed the work and it was
published in 1566 and called the
Roman Catechism. Its importance

lies in that it brought uniformity to
the teaching of religion. 

My research says an endless list
of catechisms have been published
since the Council of Trent;
however, there is one catechism
that deserved some special
treatment and that is the Baltimore
Catechism. The Baltimore
Catechism was a national
catechism specifically designed for
the people of the United States.
This book goes back to 1884 when
the bishops at the Third Plenary
Conference of Baltimore decided to
publish a national catechism. It
contained 421 questions and
answers and had 37 chapters. Much
credit should be given to the
Baltimore Catechism as it educated
and gave unity to millions of
immigrant Catholics in the
understanding of their faith. This
little grey book was used across
America right up to the time of the
Second Vatican Council.

With the passage of time it
became clear that a new universal
catechism would be beneficial to
the church as there had been many
new insights and growth in issues
since the first publication in 1566.
So in 1985, at the reunion of the
Second Vatican Council, there was
a proposal for a new universal
catechism. In 1986 the Holy Father
appointed a Commission of

Cardinals and Bishops to work on
this project; and work they did until
1992 when it was approved by
Pope John Paul II and published.  A
new edition came out in 1997. It
was entitled the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. You might be
surprised to learn that the president
of the Commission to develop this
catechism was none other than
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, our
present Pope Benedict XVI. 

But this is not the end of the
story because like the old Baltimore
Catechism the present United
States bishops felt a need to also
have a catechism specifically
designed for the citizens of this
country. With time and care one
was developed with the first
printing being 2006. It is called the
United States Catechism for Adults
or USCA for short.  The best way to
explain this edition is to say that it
follows the exact content of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church
or CCC but in an easier and reader-
friendly manner. 

Many of the parishioners, who
are part of the Why Catholic?
program, are using this particular
catechism as a supplement to their
text. For those who have any
questions about their faith this book
is a good place to start. It will
inspire you to learn more about the
beauty of your faith.

A Very Brief History of the Catechism

Maryknoll Affiliates
by Frank Becht

Maryknoll Affiliates is a
movement of the international
organization known as the
Catholic Foreign Mission Society
of America formed in 1911.
Maryknoll was formed to serve
the Church outside the United
States, which until this time had
been served by missionaries from
other countries. It was time for
the American Church to send its
missioners outside the United
States.

The downturn of vocations,
which has been drastic in the
Church worldwide, has also
affected mission countries. To
counter this downturn in vocations,
Maryknoll has formed the
Maryknoll Affiliates. Deacon Larry
Hart of St. Catherine’s in Orange
Park is the new Maryknoll Director
for this area.

Maryknoll Affiliates are people
who closely identify themselves
with the Maryknoll organization
and their vision, spirit and charism.
They are people who work at home
and in its local churches and
communities but who wish to
support and pray for the principles
of Spirituality, Community, Global
Vision and Action (guiding
principles of the Affliliates).
Affiliates gather in local Chapters

for prayer, reflection and mutual
support of Maryknoll efforts on a
regular basis, generally monthly.

The Northeast Florida Affiliate
Group has been organized under
the leadership of Fran Henderson
of Assumption Parish. Several
other parishes are represented by
members  from Christ the King,

San Jose, St. Joseph’s, St. Paul’s at
the Beach, St. Catherine’s in
Orange Park, St. Ambrose at Elkton
and St. Anastasia at St Augustine
Beach.

You can help by encouraging
family and friends to support
Maryknoll and vocations by
purchasing the Maryknoll

magazine. If you would like to join
the affiliate group, contact Fran
Henderson at 904-730-4847 or
donotbeafraid@catholic.org

We encourage you to become
proactive in your faith in this
YEAR OF THE PRIESTS!
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by Darlene O’Neal

HE IS RISEN, ALLELUIA! 

What a glorious Easter Vigil!
Beginning with the Blessing of the
Fire and Lighting of the Paschal
Candle at sundown to the very end
of the “GREAT AMEN”, time
stood still. It was the night that
everyone in the RCIA class had
anxiously awaited.

Along with their sponsors, the
catechumens were now ready to
receive the sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist. The
candidates were prepared to receive
Confirmation and Eucharist. 

As everyone entered the dark-
ened church with only candles that
had been lit from the Paschal
Candle, Deacon James Scott chant-
ed “Christ our Light” with the con-

gregation responding, “Thanks be
to God”. Since the ninth century,
this hymn has been part of the
Roman tradition. 

The church remained darkened
during the Liturgy of the Word that
contained readings from the Book
of Genesis, Exodus, Ezekiel and
from the letter of Paul to the
Romans. The readings took us back
to the beginning of salvation histo-
ry; how God created all things good
and made man in His image. We
heard how the people of Israel were
led out of Egypt from slavery and
crossed the Red Sea to escape the
power of the Egyptians. We are

reminded that the waters of
Baptism save us from the power of
sin. 

We heard it proclaimed that the
Lord will pour clean water over His
people and give them new hearts
and place His spirit within them.
This was fulfilled in the New
Testament, in Christ Jesus. We
heard about the death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus, that we who are bap-
tized in Christ must die to sin and

rise to the new life of
the Spirit. Matthew’s
gospel told about the
women finding the
empty tomb and the
Angel appeared to
them, telling them
“Christ is risen”. 

After the homily,
the catechumens were
called by name to come
forward with their
sponsors. They then
processed to the bap-
tismal font where each

was baptized with their sponsor by
their side. The congregation was
asked to renew their own baptismal
promises. When the newly baptized
returned to the altar, the candidates
were called forward and asked to

make their profession of faith.
All were confirmed, as Father
Thanh laid hands on each con-
firmandi and blessed them with
the chrism oil. 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist
brought the new Catholics
together with the entire congre-
gation as they received the
Precious Body and Blood of
Christ for the first time. It was
truly the “most blessed of all
nights”. The church was beautifully
decorated, the King’s Choir was
outstanding, and the new Catholics
were filled with the Holy Spirit.

Catechumens who were bap-
tized, confirmed and received Holy
Communion were: Terri Fisher,
Tammy Gardner, Joey Hartman,
Cheyenne Hitchcock, Khoa Hua,
Bridget Judge, Cuong Lai, Chinh
Nguyen, Khanh Danh, Linh

Nguyen, Trung Nguyen, Tuan
Nguyen, Danielle Ploeg, Mike
Ritter, Caleb Schwenk, Amanda
Sharp and Daniel Yip.

Candidates who were con-
firmed and received Holy
Communion were: Joseph
Chinault, Tyler Patterson, Bianca
Baylor and Patrick O’Neal.

At the vigil of Pentecost, bap-
tized Catholics Joseph Hartman,
Nigel Armorer-Clark and Silvia
Thomas will be confirmed by
Bishop Galeone at the Cathedral in
St. Augustine. 

Special thanks are extended to
all the sponsors who gave so gener-
ously of their time: Adam Kersch,
Christine Kress, Carrie Case,
Denise Smith, Norma Landers, Dot

Wood, Robin Inman, Ramon
Castello, Emily Wheeler, John
Smith, Melba Bellafontaine, Mark
Buckelew, Berry Landers, Mary Jo
Hiers, Michelle Buckelew,
Stephanie Chinault, Louie O’Neal,
Sharon Williams and Darlene
O’Neal.

A special Thank You to Father
Zehler for his spiritual guidance
and patience. Thank you to George
Barletta and Deacon James Scott

for their unending dedi-
cation to the RCIA min-
istry. Thanks once again
to the RCIA team for
their time and dedica-
tion this year: Mary
Rouse, Adam Kersch,
Norma Landers, Berry
Landers, Louie O’Neal,
Kevin Wolfe, and
Darlene O’Neal.

On a personal note:
we were blessed to have our grand-
son, Patrick O’Neal, enter into the
Catholic Church and receive the
sacraments of Confirmation and
Eucharist. We were blessed again
as Amanda Sharp, fiancée to our
grandson Ryan, received the sacra-
ments of Baptism, Confirmation
and Eucharist. 

RCIA Class Of 2010
Welcome to Christ the King

by Cheyenne R. Hitchcock

It all started when my grandma
had to go to a meeting and she
wanted me to go with her.  When
we got there I sat in the very back
of the room not thinking that I was
going to actually pay any attention

to what James Scott or George
Barletta had to say.  That night I
realized that I wanted to become
Catholic and that’s where my jour-
ney began…

This whole time has been a
wonderful experience for me.  I
definitely got a lot out of this as
well.  I learned some stuff that real-
ly caught my attention about the
Catholic faith.  I was very excited
when I got confirmed and baptized
by Father Thanh.  I am very happy
that I have gotten all the way
through R.C.I.A and I am glad that
everybody that was involved stuck
with it too - especially our spon-
sors.  My sponsor was Christine
Kress who was there for me the

whole time and I really appreciate
it.  Christine was there for all of the
meetings with me: she went to all
the Masses that I had to attend.  I
am lucky that I had her for my
sponsor. Thank you, Christine, for
being an amazing sponsor. 

The team members were also
there for the whole time as well – to
name just two - George Barletta
who spoke at the meetings that we
had and Deacon James Scott.  Both
of these guys have helped us under-
stand everything that we needed to
know.  Louie and Darlene O’Neal,
Barry and Norma Landers and
Adam Kersch were always there
for us too.  Kevin Wolfe took our
photos for every event that we had

and they were all amazing.  Father
Zehler came to most of our meet-
ings and talked to us about the
importance of the Catholic faith.
He always said interesting things
that really caught my attention.  I’m
glad that we had the chance to have
him speak to us.  My grandma,
Mary Rouse, helped a lot with
R.C.I.A.  She’s one of the team
members as well.  She was there for
me the whole entire time.  She’s
part of the reason that made my
decision in becoming a Catholic
much easier.  I know that I can
always count on her no matter
what.  Overall, this has been an
amazing journey and I know this
experience will always be with me.

Cheyenne’s Letter
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Submitted by Darlene O’Neal

The following poem was written by my son Kevin and I would like to
share this memory of him as the talented person he was. 

IT WAS ALWAYS YOU
by  Kevin O’Neal (2007)

You laid awake at night like a sentinel
And listened to me breathe

Your ears were tuned to the slightest sound
Every cough and every  wheeze

Flashlight by your bedside
With my prescription medicine

You woke me up and pinched my nose
To kill the taste as you spooned it in

You listened so intently
To every word I had to say

You never seemed to tune me out
When I was in your ear all day

You my captive audience
Like you had nothing else to do

Who else but a mother?
There is no one else like you

You drove me to the practice
And you came to all my games
You never let me be a quitter

So I didn’t have to feel the shame
Dad taught me how to throw the baseball

But it was you in how to swing the bat
I’m who I am because of you
And I want to tell you that….

It was always you that always knew what I was always all about
It was always you that always knew how to make it all work out

You taught me to read and write and right from wrong and to be strong
Don’t pick a fight, be polite and always sing your own song

Now I call you on the cell phone
To catch up on the family

I can still tell you my problems
And you listen faithfully

You ask about your grandchild
She’s usually doing fine

Because I have the greatest teacher
And I’m proud that you are mine, Mama

It was always you that always knew what I was always all about
It was always you that always knew how to make it all work out.

IT WAS ALWAYS
YOU

by Charm I. Saults

The Why Catholic? sessions have been very enlightening and a
positive way of renewing one’s faith. I just wanted to share my feelings.

Chapter 1: “Desire for God” We all get very busy at times and we
know God is there, but we all need to talk with him more in prayer and
know He will always be by our side guiding us through life’s obstacles.
My desire has given me the desire to read the bible again and be closer to
God.

Chapter 2: “God’s Revelation” We are called to learning and
understanding more about God. There are so many ways God has
revealed to us how we can live a better life and discover our true feelings
about Him.

Chapter 3: “I Believe, We Believe” The purpose is that we all believe
and trust in God and ourselves. We need to be proud to say what we
believe in. We should not be afraid to say what we believe in. I believe in
God and I know He is there for everyone. In 1991 I was diagnosed with
Hepatitis “C” and cirrhosis of the liver. They called in my whole family
and said within 5 to 10 years I would need a liver transplant. It was hard
to hear, but for 18 months I had to give myself shots, which gave me flu-
like symptoms, but each day I would thank God for letting me wake up
and do whatever I could. I still thank God each day for letting me be here
and I try to help someone each day. I do believe He brought me through
it and he is there for all of us.

Chapter 4: “The Trinity” This is a mystery for everyone. St. Patrick
believed the shamrock represented the Trinity—-one small part of a plant
with three leaves all together. I kind of have my own idea on this. I
believe I am three persons: Me, Myself, and I. I, being who I am; me, one
of a kind, unique; and myself, someone who could make my own
decisions in life.

Chapter: 5 “The Mystery of Creation” There are things which are hard
to understand, but at times we need to just accept them and enjoy the
pleasure they give us—-like a beautiful butterfly gracefully moving as if
dancing to a waltz. Now spring is here and there are so many new
creations each day. You step outside and just look around and enjoy the
beauty God has created.

Chapter: 6 “The Incarnation” This is another mystery of faith for us
to think about. God chose to become one of us in Jesus, to walk among
us to share living as we did. Jesus became man to help us understand and
give us teachings that we might follow to this day. It is the Christian
doctrine of the union of God and man in the person of Jesus Christ.

For those who missed the first session I hope you get the book and
join a group for the second session. It has made me stronger in my beliefs
and faith.

Profession of
Faith

Call to Adoration

If we are willing only to do what is ordinary
then we can only expect God’s ordinary

blessing. Only when we are willing to do the
extraordinary are we guaranteed of obtaining

God’s extraordinary blessings.

Eucharistic adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament is absolutely the extraordinary

effort that God is asking for today in order that
He may bestow upon mankind His

extraordinary blessings.

When we are willing to do on earth what is
done in heaven, i.e., adore God perpetually,
then God will create a “new heaven” and a

“new earth.”
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40 Days for Life
by Pastor Ed Martin
Pastor to the Child in the Womb

After 30 years of standing at
death’s door (the abortion mill)
most days, I can honestly say that
the 40 Days for Life has been the
best baby-saving tool I have
witnessed in many years.

NATIONALLY

There have been 6 coordinated
campaigns since 2007.These efforts
have mobilized people of faith and
conscience in 307 cities across all
50 of the states, 6 Canadian
provinces, 3 Australian states plus
Northern Ireland and Denmark.

Over 350,000 people have
come out to save babies at death’s
door.

More than 11,500 churches
have participated. 

Documented babies saved:
2,705 (And these are the ones we
know about.)

Thirty abortion workers have
quit. 

Five abortion clinics have
closed.

LOCALLY

The first 40 Days for Life in
Jacksonville was held in the fall of
2007 and the second in the fall of
2008. Pat Kennedy was the director
of both campaigns. They were 24
hours in length. The first had 800
participants and the second 1,600.
The spring of 2009 we began to
have both a Lenten and a fall
Campaign. The 40 Days for Life
continues to grow in Jacksonville
as thousands of Christians go to A
Jacksonville Women’s Health
Center (AJAX), 4131 University
Blvd, S., and hold signs and pray.

The Lenten Campaign in 2010 was
the best attended yet. 

In 2007 there were 8,437
abortions; the number dropped
to 7,987 in 2008 and continued to
drop to 7,294 in 2009. These
numbers reflect the success of
both the 40 Days for Life and the
move of the women’s help center
to University Blvd., right
between the three abortion mills.

HIGHLIGHTS

Planned Parenthood ceased
doing abortions on Beach Blvd.
after the Lenten campaign in 2009.

Bishop Victor Galeone brought
the Holy Eucharist in a momentous
procession with over 300 marchers
and another 60 waiting at Planned
Parenthood to kick off the 2009
Fall Campaign. 

Rosary processions, Jericho
Marches, Memorial Services,
Stations of the Cross and the
Chaplet of the Divine Mercy set the
Jacksonville 40 Days for Life apart
from others across America. 

Since the Lenten Campaign of
2009 when the 40 Days for Life
ended, the Family of Life continued
a seven time a week presence at
AJAX abortion mill. 

Over the course of the three
years, many women have come out
of the abortion mill and told us they
were keeping their children. The
latest was a woman who told us she
was on the table and all she could
think of was the pro-lifers who
were praying outside. She left the
abortion mill and now has a five-
month old child.

We continue to need Christians
to join us at the death camps six
days a week and twice on Fridays.
You can reach me at 904-214-4908.

Emergency
Pregnancy

Service

By Dolores Bianco

When Betty Becht calls to say
that help is needed, who can refuse!

Such was the case regarding
volunteers needed at the Merrill
Road Emergency Pregnancy
Service. This facility was
purchased in 2008 by some
generous donors and spruced up by
the members of Bishop W. Thomas
Larkin  Knights of Columbus.
Previously, the closest EPS contact
was in Riverside. Tracie Cox-
Loftus was executive director for
eight years and has been succeeded
by Melissa Kennedy on an interim
basis. Hope Andrews is
development coordinator. Christ
the King members Wendi
Klinkenberg and Gloria Stelma
round out the dedicated staff.

My first experience involved
contact with two couples. The first
had come about three months

previously, at which time they
thought the wife was pregnant. But
the husband had lost his job and
they didn’t feel that they could
have the baby. After seeing the
sonogram, however, and receiving
some counseling, they decided to
keep the fetus they saw. Now, three
to four months later, they returned
for a repeat sonogram and were
delighted to see the progress of the
baby. Also, the husband had landed
a job and they were feeling more
secure.

The second couple came
thinking they were expecting, but
the pregnancy test proved to be
negative. They were advised to see
a family doctor to determine the
reason for the pregnancy
symptoms. 

You can support Emergency
Pregnancy Service in ways other
than actual volunteer activity.
Every Tuesday and Thursday in the
month of May several restaurants
in the area will provide a portion of
their proceeds to EPS.  Gather a
few friends and enjoy a meal
……….  Also, a dedicated family
in our community will double
every dollar donated to EPS, up to
$50,000! Check out the website,
www.epsjax.org, for details. Pass the
word to friends about these
wonderful support activities.

And, when Betty calls, say
“YES.”  You will be glad that you
did.

$TWICE$ for Life
2010

Every dollar donated now will 
be matched, up to $50,000!

$TWICE$ for Life 2010. Every dollar donated now to
Emergency Pregnancy Services will be doubled by a family

in our community, up to $50,000.00. Please consider
participating in this amazing opportunity! Your financial

support allows EPS to open its doors each day, ensuring that
women in our community have a place to receive

compassionate and honest answers about the beauty of life!
Let’s make the most of $TWICE$ for Life 2010! Please

contact us at 308-7510 for more information.

Your contribution can be sent to Emergency Pregnancy
Services, 1637 King Street, Jacksonville, FL 32204

EPS - EMERGENCY PREGNANCY
SERVICES - ALL LOCATIONS

BABIES SAVED — Since Jan’10 — 44
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by Mitzi Vergenz

In our last episode, I described how the Lord had been dealing with
me over the Advent season, telling me to pray the Rosary in very obvious
terms, and healing some of my old hurts from being Gina’s caregiver. But
He didn’t stop there. Oh, yes, the Lord has been relentless in pursuing me.

The first time I prayed a rosary, I didn’t want anybody to see me
fumbling with it, especially my family. So I went out in my backyard with
the beads and a pamphlet on how to pray the rosary, including the
mysteries, which I call my cheat sheet. I read all the prayers from the
cheat sheet, and touched all the beads. When I finished, there was no
thunder and lightning. There was no voice from the clouds saying He was
well pleased, but I felt like I had accomplished something. At least I knew
I could get the right prayers to the right beads now, and not be
embarrassed in front of people. 

Bob and I started saying a rosary together at night before going to
sleep. We would start with “In the name of the Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, amen”, and then the next thing that would come out of my
mouth would be “Bless us, O Lord, in these Thy gifts…” Oops. Wrong
prayer. Rewind. Start over. 

But after a few times, I got over my self-consciousness and started
thinking about what I was praying, namely, the Mysteries. Bob had
printed up for me some meditations on the mysteries that he got off the
internet. One time, we were praying the Joyous Mysteries of the
Annunciation, the Visitation, the Nativity, the Presentation, and the
Finding of Jesus in the Temple. The meditation about the Finding talked
about the sorrow of Mary while looking for Jesus during the three days.
Sorrow of Mary -what an understatement! How about sheer terror? I
remembered a time when Timmy wandered off as a preschooler, and the
panic I had, sending out Peter on his bike to look for him while I loaded
up Gina in the car, desperately wondering where on earth Timmy was. I
identified with Mary: how do you explain that you have lost the Son of
God? For three days! I cried a long time over that rosary.

Since I had started attending daily Mass, and word had gotten out
about my Advent conversion, Father Thanh asked me if I could take one
of the hours of Adoration that needed coverage. I agreed to take the Friday
1-2 pm hour. This was a leap of faith for me (another one!), because, prior
to Advent, I didn’t believe in the Real Presence. At that time I said, OK,
since God can do anything, yes, He could change the Host that I swallow
into His body if He wants to, but to say that the little round white piece of
bread in the middle of the pretty gold display case is Jesus- you’ve got to
be kidding. Now I had agreed to go sit there for an hour weekly in front
of what was claimed to be Jesus’ body. All I could think of was, Lord, help
my unbelief. 

On Friday, I went into the chapel
armed with my journal, my rosary,
and some books to read. I sat down in
a pew, wrote a little bit in my journal; and then decided to pray a rosary
to pass the time. I pull out my rosary beads, set out my cheat sheet on the
pew, and decided I should kneel. When I knelt down, I felt a joy come
over me, and this urge to giggle. It’s like I could hear God saying, Mitzi,
look at yourself. Here you are, in front of the Blessed Sacrament in a
Catholic church, with the rosary beads in your hand, for Adoration, and
even kneeling! My family would say that my dad must be rolling over in
his grave, except that I know that he is in the presence of God in heaven
and now knows the truth of our faith. It seemed like God was laughing at
me, because I would not have been caught dead doing any of this prior to
Advent 2009. I could see the Blessed Sacrament on the altar, but I could
feel the Real Presence of Jesus all around me in the chapel. I have been to
Adoration several times since then, and every time I get a sense that yes,
Jesus is present on the altar, but there is a much bigger Presence here. Its
like the difference between looking at a beloved dead relative in a casket
and when they were living. It is more than a group of biochemicals; there
is Life here and now in the Blessed Sacrament, and the Way and the Truth.
It often brings me to tears, and drives me to my knees, saying, God be
merciful to me, a sinner. I usually try to write in my journal, or read, or sit
quietly during my Adoration time. I don’t find it necessary to stare at the
Blessed Sacrament for an hour, but I do look up and see Him periodically
as I’m trying to listen to what He has to say to me this hour. 

Over the years, Bob and I have tried to budget the money for each of
us to make a personal retreat each year. In January, the thought occurred
to me that I hadn’t been on a retreat in a while; maybe I should go and
spend some extended time with the Lord, especially so I could think about
all the new things He had been telling me. I was told that the St. Joseph
Carmelite monastery near Bunnell, FL, had some beautiful rosary gardens
and Stations of the Cross. It is only about an hour south of Jacksonville,
and while they did not have a guest house, there were plenty of motels
nearby in Flagler Beach and Ormond Beach. So I made plans to go on a
retreat for a few days. I packed my journal and some books to read, such
as Beginning to Pray by Anthony Bloom, The Lamb’s Supper: The Mass
as Heaven on Earth and Lord Have Mercy: The Healing Power of

Confession, by Scott Hahn, and a book about the spiritual exercises of St.
Ignatius. I was ready to conquer the Catholic faith and get in touch with
the Almighty.

While I had intended to walk and pray on the beach, it was freezing
with gale force winds that first day, so I had to stay inside and read. From
The Lamb’s Supper I discovered some interesting things about the Mass.
I was reminded that the readings were also part of the Presence of God,
and that people had died for the Apostle’s Creed that we say. I read that
the Eucharistic Prayer was a remembrance of God’s covenant for our
benefit, not that He could ever forget it. During this prayer, the priest
places his hands over the gifts and calls down the Spirit upon them; the
priest then becomes like Christ Himself, offering the Real Presence to
God. During the Doxology, when the priest says “through Him, in Him,
and with Him,” the chalice and the host are now called “Him,” not “it,”
because this is now Jesus. All the angels and saints in heaven (including
my Dad!) are watching the ceremony along with us in the congregation.
The communion rite is a renewal of family bonds, just like the Jewish
Passover. If you want to renew your covenant with God, you have to eat
the lamb, in the Jewish tradition. There were many other ideas in that
book that gave me a whole new appreciation of the Mass.

The second day, I went over to the monastery for the morning Mass,
and then outside to the Stations of the Cross. Each station had a beautiful
marble carving depicting the scene set into a little brick shrine. The station
with the Crucifixion had a building with it, with the three crosses on the
roof, and a statue of the Pieta inside. The station of the Tomb also had a
building, with a marble replica of the body of Jesus on a slab, with angels
guarding it. As I went to each station, I read from my prayer book (thank
you, Jim, for this gift) a prayer written about that station, and I would stop
and think about it. Even though my mind said it was just a marble carving,
I felt drawn to reach out and touch the feet or the hands of Jesus at the
stations. I think I was most touched by the station where Jesus is stripped
of his garments – how embarrassing. I cried for Him. Jesus seemed to be
there, moving with me through the stations, reminding me of what He
went through.

In the afternoon, I walked through the Rosary garden to pray the
Joyful Mysteries. The garden was set up with five mysteries in semi-
circles adjacent to walking paths, with a larger-than-life statue of Mary
looking out over the whole garden. Each mystery had a beautiful marble
carving similar to that of the stations. I pulled out my beads and stood in
front of each mystery while I said my prayers. It made it easy to meditate
while looking at the picture. At the end, I pulled out my cheat sheet for the
Hail, Holy Queen, and decided that I needed to memorize that prayer. So
I sat down on the park bench in front of Mary, and started reciting, “Hail,

Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy,”
while looking up into her face and
outstretched hands. I felt like I was
really talking to Somebody, asking

Her to “turn then, O most gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy towards
us…”

Later in the afternoon, I went into the church to sit in front of the
Blessed Sacrament to pray. It was very quiet and dark, and I was the only
one in the church. I had my Bible and my journal with me. A Scripture, I
Kings 19:11-12, came to me, the one where Elijah was running from
Jezebel, hiding in a cave, and there came to him a wind, and a fire, and an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in them. Then came the sound of a gentle
blowing. “And behold, a voice came to him, and said, ‘What are you
doing here, Elijah?’ ”. I thought about the mighty winds and ocean waves
I had seen crashing on the beach the night before, and I asked myself the
same question, what are you doing here? Why are you on this retreat?
What are you looking for? I answered, my heart’s desire is to touch God.
As I sat quietly, thinking about things, trying to listen, trying to calm
down and just be present with the God who was there in the Tabernacle,
images came to my mind. Wanting to touch God, I could see myself
reaching out my hand to touch a face. The face had a beard, neatly
trimmed, salt-n-pepper colored. I could see my fingers running along the
beard, and then I could see the eyes. And the eyes were the eyes of my
husband, as he looked when he kissed me goodbye as I left for the retreat.
I heard the Lord telling me, “Mitzi, if I showed up, you couldn’t stand it.
Learn to accept the love of your husband, who loves you passionately,
desperately. Live with that love, learn how to deal with that, and then we
can talk again about Me. For now, let Bob be as Christ to you.”  I was
awestruck by the love that I felt, by the power of the Presence. I felt
paralyzed, like I couldn’t move. I just wanted to stay there forever in His
Presence, in the quiet, dark church. I felt satisfied that God had answered
my prayer. 

The Lord continues to deal with me in other areas of my life. He is
relentless, but He loves me. I read a passage out of The Seven Story
Mountain, by Thomas Merton, that talks about the gravitational pull of
God, that “Christ, incorporated [me] into this immense and tremendous
gravitational movement which is love, which is the Holy Spirit.” I think
I’m falling…

Continuing Conversion

“Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy”
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Marie Janvier was born in Haiti where she met her husband, Ernest. They moved to Chicago in 1969
with their sons Sammy and Ralph. In 1983, seeking a warmer climate, the family moved to Jacksonville.
The boys were still young, living at home, and they all joined Christ the King Church. Her son, Sammy,
became a business manager and his brother, Ralph, began work with Publix. 

In 2008 Ernest passed away. Marie states that Father Zehler was very helpful at that time, just as he
had been from the beginning of Ernest’s illness. Marie is a member of the Council of Catholic Women,
Circle 8, and a gift bearer at Mass. In addition she has joined the Ministry of Hope because they do such
a grand job helping families when they most need comfort.

Fred and Betty Wheeler were high school sweethearts in Akron, Ohio. After high school Betty attend-
ed Penn State and Fred joined the Navy. They moved to Jacksonville 64 years ago. Their seven children
grew up here. Six still live in town, but there is one son who lives in Virginia. Both Fred and Betty are very
active in the church ministries. Betty has been involved with the Vacation Bible School and with the Christ
the King Council of Catholic Women. She is the chairperson for Circle 8, works with the Ministry of Hope,
does a wonderful job for the Beautification Ministry, works with Renew with families, is a facilitator for
a Why Catholic? group, is active in the Adoration Ministry, belongs to the Catholic Women’s Club in
Jacksonville, but her favorite is the third grade class in Religious Education for Children. Fred is an usher
for Christ the King Masses and is in charge of the money counters for the parish. In addition, Fred belongs
to the Knights of Columbus, where he is very active. Two wonderful people you can always count on.

Sue and Bruce Pastorini came to Jacksonville in January, 1995 when Bruce was transferred with the
Army Corps of Engineers. Sue is originally from Hopedale, Massachusetts. Bruce is from Patterson, New
Jersey and they met on a tour bus going to Rome. Sue attended nursing school in Boston, and she worked
as a nurse in Jacksonville for several years. Currently she is the owner of a Curves facility on Beach
Boulevard.

Their four children all graduated from Bishop Kenny High School. Tina, with her husband, Jim Ryan,
lives in Texas. Brian is in Massachusetts working with a school group home for those with disabilities.
Daniel, who just graduated is working at the Mellow Mushroom and Lisa is working for Orange Park
Mercedes.

Sue has been involved with many ministries at Christ the King, including Council of Catholic Women,
rectory volunteer, lector and most notably the Ministry of Hope, which she founded nearly ten years ago.

Staci Rae Duncan is originally from Denver, Colorado and her husband, Michael, is originally from
Bluefield, West Virginia. They met at a racetrack in Jacksonville where Staci was the manager. They
have been with Christ the King Parish for 12 years. Their daughter Hannah is attending Bishop Kenny
and Hannah loves to read and sing. Their daughter Amanda just graduated from Daytona Community
College and is following her goal to become an RN. Unfortunately they lost a son, Michael Jr., in 2003
from osteosarcoma. 

Michael is retired from the United States Postal Service as a mail carrier. Before that he spent 30
years with Crown Products in shipping and receiving.

Staci has been a member of the Christ the King Council of Catholic Women. She is a very important
member of the Ministry of Hope. She loves helping people, especially in a time of need. 
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Carnival 2010

by Tim McClellan

The annual Christ the King Spring Carnival was once again a
tremendous success in bringing our parish community together for
two days of food, games, and fun.

Families were treated to a tasty barbecue dinner provided by the
Christ the King Family and School Association and cooked by Jeff
Asher and Terry Anderson. After dinner, families enjoyed a good
time playing family bingo, and watching our first ever movie under
the stars on the baseball field.

On Saturday, parents were treated to a craft show featuring sev-
eral great vendors, great carnival food prepared by the Knights of
Columbus, tasty snacks, great inflatables and rides, and the first
annual rock band video game contest.

With great weather, and new hours, the carnival saw a steady
crowd throughout the day. Young and old alike gath-
ered in Sheppard Square to enjoy the sights and
sounds, and to catch up with old friends. 
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by Tina Caiñas Harrell

You’ve heard the saying, “been here, done that” as applied to a
situation, event, even relationships that one has already experienced and
either stored as a pleasant or an unpleasant memory. This comment is
usually a light dismissal in conversation to let the other person know that
you have basically moved on and have checked this experience off your
list.

Although I have had the privilege of serving as Music Director in
other parishes, having started doing that at age 14, NO EXPERIENCE is
ever exactly the same. 

Over the years, Sacred Music has gone through an enormous
transformation and it has been my life’s work to never forget the “oldie-
goldies” of our Catholic heritage. Bringing into the present the music of
the past makes it brand new for yet another generation. And of course, it
does bring a sparkle into the eyes of those who remember them as the
music takes them back down memory lane to when they found themselves
at Mass as a youth. There is comfort as well as inspiration in the music
we sing. There have been volumes of contemporary hymns that have
flooded our liturgies (some spectacularly beautiful and some…well…uh-
hum). I must say, it has been fun to re-discover the past and continually
discover what is on the horizon to set our hearts on fire for the Lord.

Over the years, I have had the joy of coming to know the “character”
of each parish I have served and the “music taste” of each congregation
that attends each Mass at a given parish. That takes years of playing the
centuries of music variety available in our Catholic Heritage and finding
out, not only each congregation’s repertoire, but also their favorites. I’ve
often wondered if it would still be considered respectful to put a Hymn
Request Box on the organ so that people could drop in the name of a
favorite, one not heard in a while, or a new one just heard on the radio or
in another parish Mass. Of course, there’s always my e-mail:
tina@ctkcatholic.com.

Now to my year here at Christ the King (started February 17, 2009):
I’ve had one Christmas with you and two Easters. The King’s Choir has
been such a blessing as we have worked together and learned from each
other. The Choristers (children’s choirs for both School Masses and the
9:00 a.m. Sunday Masses) is a real treat for me (such energy!). The newly
formed Fil-Am Vigil Voices that are teaching me Tagalog and their
beautiful music that is shared once a month at the Saturday Vigil Mass, is
keeping me musically astute. Giving over the piano and organ to young
musicians like Mia Solis, Mike Pruitt, Tim Vergenz, Edward Latimer, and
Victoria Shami fills my heart with great joy. Teaching a guitar class and
rejoicing in their successes as they learn, inspires me to study more
myself. Working closely with our two priests, Father Thanh and Father
Zehler, and our own Deacon James, continues to be one of the greatest
blessings of my work. I’ve enjoyed the privilege of working with our
School Principal, Stephanie Chinault and planning the liturgies and
special events for our children. Perhaps you already know this, but our
office staff is amazing and each one has patiently and lovingly worked
with this “new kid on the block” to show me how best to serve the people
of Christ the King.

I have found this parish to be generous, welcoming, loving, and fun.
But most importantly, I am especially touched by the deep devotion and
prayer life of so many parishioners. The music at our Masses rings out
with each heart’s love of God. There have been so many times when the
tears come down my face as I play because of the intensity of the worship
and the power of the Holy Spirit moving among those in the pews and
coming from the choirs. The recent Easter Masses were especially
glorious. I do not take for granted any day that I come to Christ the King
to begin each day’s work. I am grateful that God called me here, and may
we all find ourselves “praying twice” as St. Augustine says, through our
singing!

Living here has helped me understand better who I am. I see my
strengths and my weaknesses and what makes us all human and what
binds us together.

Sally Koch had several things on her mind when she applied to
become an assistant at L’Arche Harbor House. A recent graduate of the
University of South Dakota with a major in psychology and a minor in
music, she had tentative plans to attend graduate school in counseling.
“But I wasn’t ready for that yet,” says the Nebraska native. “I knew I
wanted to volunteer for a year and focus on someone other than me. Also,
after growing up in the cold, I knew I wanted to live someplace warm.”

Sally searched the Web for volunteer opportunities. Through Catholic
Volunteers in Florida, she was connected to L’Arche Harbor House in
Jacksonville. It was the kind of location she’d been looking for, but at
first, Sally couldn’t see herself at L’Arche. “I had volunteered with
Habitat for Humanity in West Virginia and the Appalachian area in
Kentucky, but I didn’t have experience with community living or with
physical or developmental disabilities, so I was uneasy about it. Honestly,
I said no at first because I was scared. Then, right when I hung up the
phone, I realized my mistake. God was telling me to go for it. So I picked
up the phone and called back.”

Since then, she hasn’t looked back. “My initial fear was I would say
something that would make people uneasy or be disrespectful in some
way and not know how to communicate,” she explains. “But I got here
and it was just so open and friendly and accepting. I really felt at home by
the second week. I’ve been to a lot of places, and I’ve never felt like that
before. Here, it’s different. It’s very homey.”

That’s not to say that life as a L’Arche assistant has been a cakewalk.
“I have a love-hate relationship with change,” notes Sally. “It’s that
transitional period. At first, it all seemed a bit overwhelming. I’d have to
say patience is necessary. I’ve learned to work on other people’s
timetables. I’m here for them, no matter how long it takes to accomplish
our tasks together. The good thing is I’m surrounded by camaraderie.
Everyone supports you and they understand.”

Sally has also taken to Northeast Florida. “Jacksonville has a lot of
different cultures,” she explains. “You have your beach culture, and in the
city there’s downtown business, Riverside eclectic, and so on. It’s got
sports and the arts. I went to West Side Story with the Jacksonville
Symphony. I’m going to see Wicked with (core members) Jeff and
Katrina. I also attended a Monster Truck rally! Jacksonville has many
hidden treasures that you have to search out. The climate is great, too. All
this warm weather is a wonderful change for me.”

Most of all, she’s loving the journey of self-discovery that began the
day she arrived. “I really enjoy how people here don’t try to hide their
weaknesses and flaws. In some ways, they’re kind of celebrated. That
means I don’t have to hide behind a mask or be someone I’m not. L’Arche
is very open to self-discovery, to finding the best version of yourself.

Relationships
that Bind

by Frank Becht

A recent survey by the Barna Group found that only 42 percent of
American adults identified the true meaning of Easter.
Even more disturbing only 37 percent of Catholics identified Jesus’
resurrection as the meaning of Easter.
To Catholic shame, 51 percent of Protestants made the correct choice.
We need more homilies like Father Zehler’s most recent– “We are the
Resurrection.” Are you a member of a Why Catholic? group? If not,
join one and get to know the principles of your faith. We all need to do a
better job of spreading the Good News.

Does this Bother You?Musical Musings

Been Here,
But Not

Done That
Reflections on my first year at 

Christ the King
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by Tim McClellan

Father Zehler had one of the
more memorable sermons during
the Easter Vigil this year outlining
three different types of Catholics.
The first group consists of those
who might stroll up to the water
and dip a toe in, or even throw their
legs over the side. Then, there are
those who get into the water and
swim around, but never fully sub-
merge themselves. Then, there is
the final group who are all in. They
immerse themselves completely in
the water.

That sermon caused me to do
some soul searching to determine
where I fell on the hydration sub-
mersion scale, and I came to the
realization that I was lacking.

I try to do what I can for my
church, but there is always more
that could be done. 

I know others who are in the
same boat as me, where their
schedules are so demanding that
the perception is there is no time
left to offer up to their faith. We are
the skimmers.

Others generally tend to avoid
offering any service to the church
because they know someone else
will step up. These are the toe dip-
pers.

It is quite easy to adopt the phi-
losophy that someone else will take
care of something.

At home, the sink might be fill-
ing up with dishes, but eventually
someone is going to deal with
them, so why bother now?

In the office, a project is loom-
ing with pressing deadlines and

potential cost overruns, but some-
one will take up the slack and ram
this thing through in the end to save
the day. Let them have the glory.

In our personal lives, there is
always that talk that we need to
have with that special someone, but
we have plenty of time to worry
about that later. For now, enjoy the
silence.

Many of us spend a lot of our
energy trying to avoid taking care
of things, whether it is at work,
home, or within our parish commu-
nity. We take for granted that things
have always gotten done somehow,
even when we are not the ones
actually performing the act. It
becomes quite easy to anticipate
someone will step up and get things
done when called upon as long as it
is not your phone ringing or your
shoulder being tapped.

We tell people that if only
someone would have asked, we
would have been happy to oblige,
knowing that when the call actually
came, we avoided it like the plague.

Many of us go through the
motion of being members of this
parish, believing that the simple act
of attending Mass on a weekly
basis is good enough to satisfy our
requirements as card-carrying
members of the Roman Catholic
faith. We often forget that a major
component in living our faith is
actually stepping up and participat-
ing beyond our weekly obligation.

I am often torn between the
spiritual and communal aspects of
living my faith, as I am sure many
of you are. It is quite easy to
become comfortable with the

robotic effort of driving to
church and sitting in the same
pew each week, pretending to
pay attention during a homily
while thinking about the game
that will start in a couple of
hours, or how nice the beach
will be once we finish up with
this chore. We put our faith on
cruise control and simply go
through the motions without
actually living it.

Putting our faith into
action through service is
something we tend to neglect
more often than any of us
would be willing to admit. The
sacrifice of time and talent is
difficult to extend to the parish
community when the reward for
doing so is not specific or substan-
tive.

For all the time and energy we
put into avoiding service to our
parish community, if we decided to
take a different approach and offer
our service up to our faith commu-
nity as an act of charity, can you
imagine how much better Christ the
King would be? If every person
who looks for the exit any time the
call for volunteers goes out simply
gave an hour of their time to assist
a ministry, help in the parish store,
or lend a hand at a function, the
spirit of community would grow
exponentially.

By living your faith, you can
stretch yourself beyond the self-
established barriers each of us puts
up naturally, and the reward for
doing so can be eternal. It can also
be contagious. As others see you
giving your time to the parish com-

munity, they might feel drawn to do
so as well. Lifelong bonds are
formed through the simplest of
acts, and sometimes all it takes is a
willingness to stand up and accept a
role that might otherwise have you
heading for the hills when called
upon.

Your parish needs your talents,
regardless of what they might be.
The next time someone presents
you with an opportunity to share
yourself with the community as a
whole, instead of sitting on your
hands expecting someone else to
step up and deal with it, stand up
and be a part of the solution. This is
your parish, and this is your oppor-
tunity to live the faith.

It is time for all the toe dippers
to do some soul searching, and to
look at all of the opportunities
available to you within our faith
family here at Christ the King.
Open your bulletin, pick a ministry
or affiliated organization, and take
a dive.  The water is fine!

Tim  Talks

Blessed Are The Children
by Yolanda Cerqueira 

“A little child shall lead them”
certainly lends truth to that state-
ment when viewed by the recent
activities of the Christ the King
kindergarten children. This came to
light when our parish-based St.
Vincent de Paul Society was con-
tacted with the good news that Mrs.
Connie Goodbread’s and Mrs.
Melissa Kabat’s kindergarten class-
es had chosen our group to be the
recipients of food they were going
to purchase for the poor in our area
at Easter time.   

How did this all come about?
There’s a story to tell here; so let’s
get started.  During Catholic
Schools Week which was held at
the end of January, it is traditional
to have a Penny War.  Well, these
two classes had amassed enough
pennies to reach a grand total of
$300.00.  That money was turned
into the Student Council who in
turn decided to give it back to the
kindergarten classes to work on a
Lenten project.  It was best deter-
mined by the teachers that this was

an excellent time to teach the chil-
dren about service and giving to
others.  The children really warmed
up to the idea and were very enthu-
siastic about helping those less for-
tunate than they were.  Since there
is a St. Vincent de Paul Society
right here on campus, this then,
would be the perfect place to set
this plan in motion. 

It was decided that the classes
would go to the Publix
Supermarket on Merrill Road;
there they would select and pur-
chase items that had been suggest-
ed by the St. Vincent de Paul
Society.  So one morning about two
weeks before Easter some wonder-
ful parents, the two teachers and
the kindergarten classes got on a
bus and headed to Publix to make
this plan a reality.  The classes were
divided into 10 groups either led by
a volunteer parent or one of the
teachers and began their shopping.
Each group had $30.00, a calcula-
tor and a specific list of items.  It
was a learning experience for the
children because as they made their
selection the mother in charge of a

group would show the children
how much they had spent and how
much they had left to buy. 

Kudos must also go to Publix
for being so welcoming to the chil-
dren by first giving them a tour of
the store and later permitting each
child to scan his or her own item.
Of course they had their own
check-out lane and were allowed to
go behind the counter,  standing on
a stool if necessary to scan their
particular item.  All these goods
would then have to be bagged. Mrs.
Connie Goodbread said that Publix
was wonderful and treated each
child with dignity and respect.
This must have been quite a sight
for the other Publix shoppers
watching happy little feet scamper-
ing up and down aisles looking for
just the right item to place in their
cart.  Finally after scanning, pay-
ing, and bagging all $300.00 worth

of food, the entire group
boarded the bus for their
return trip to school.

Later the canned
goods were placed in
boxes and loaded onto
easily movable carts.

The Friday before Holy Week after
the Children’s Mass, the
Kindergarten classes brought the
carts to the St. Vincent de Paul food
pantry where they were received by
two Vincentian members.  Since
much of this food was going to
families at Easter the children had
also purchased typical Easter
candy——-jelly beans and those
little peeps. 

The families who did receive
these baskets were certainly happy
and of course, their children were
overjoyed with the Easter candy.
This whole adventure was a rare
opportunity for the kindergarteners
to combine a learning experience
with the joy of service and still
have a high old time while doing it!
Thank you, Kindergarten classes A
and B.  Everyone is very proud of
your good works!
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by MaryAnn Sullivan

How often do you take an opportunity to visit a country you have very
little interest in ever seeing? You know you have to jump through hoops
to obtain a visa. There is no way you can understand the language.  You
do not look forward to a 9 - 10 hour flight. What would you do? Well, I
took the opportunity and I am glad I did.

My oldest son’s fiancée works for the State Department. She has
traveled many miles in her short lifetime and for the last two years her
assignment has been the US Embassy in Moscow.  My son suggested I
visit Alexis in Moscow before the end of her assignment this May. My
sister, always one for adventure said she would go. Was this a dare? How
could I refuse? I cautiously agreed. My lifeline was knowing we would be
staying with Alexis and in good hands - I hope!

Easter Tuesday my sister, Jay and I started our trip out of JFK via
Aeroflot Airlines. Yes, a Russian airline, where immediately we did not
understand the language. Lucky for us there were some attendants who
spoke English and all announcements were made in both Russian and
English. Nine hours and eight time zones later we were on the ground and
going through very strict
security. Alexis was
there to meet us and we
were soon in her car and
on our way to her
apartment. 

Traffic in Moscow is
not for the faint of heart.
I was told it could only
compare to a few other
cities in the way people
drive. After a brief one-
hour rest we were off to
get some fresh air and
see a park nearby.
Victory Park is a huge
park that honors those
who fought in the Great
Patriotic War (WWII).
Here there was a moving
display memorial to the
Holocaust victims. It
was near this park that
we entered the first of
many Russian Orthodox
Churches, the Church of
St. George, with its beautiful frescos and the first of hundreds of gilded
onion-shaped domes.

Our first full day in Moscow started with the Lenin Tomb off of Red
Square. We were fortunate to be able to go through the tomb, as it is only
open for a few hours a couple of days of the week. There’s no lingering in
this dark edifice and we were in and out of the tomb in just minutes. Red
Square is cobble-stoned and only for pedestrian traffic and happily is no
longer used for mass executions as in the 1690’s. GUM, once the state run
department store, overlooks Red Square. It is now a high end shopping
center. St. Basil’s (Intercessional Cathedral) is the famous multi-colored
dome church that is now a museum. (When I think of Russia, this quirky

building is what I think of.)  We
watched brides and grooms gather
there to have their photos taken at
this site. We strolled along the
Stary Arbat area not far from Red
Square. Long ago it was an area
for artist and poets, today it is a
pedestrian street with restaurants
and gift shops. Rather then wait
for the trolley system that was not
working, we worked our way
back to the apartment passing
where the US Ambassador
resides.  

The following day my sister
and I were on our own. We were
going to do a boat tour on the
Moscow River. Luckily the tour
started just down the street. The
tour was a wonderful afternoon
when we viewed the White House

(House of Government of the
Russian Federation); saw the Kremlin and how large it was; St. Basil’s
and a monument to Peter the Great in the Moscow River. (He looked a lot
like Christopher Columbus to us.) The amusement park along the river

was Gorky Park and further down
the river was the sight of the 1980
Olympics with a ski trail that
seemed to end at the river. Many
bridges and beautiful sites were
along the way. 

The Kremlin  holds so much
history and would easily take a full
day if one is to see everything. The
Armory in the Kremlin holds a
large museum. The real treasures
in this museum are the royal
treasures. Gold and silver were
plentiful as were the famous
Faberge eggs made from precious
metals and jewels. Truly works of
art. I regret we could not take
pictures of these small intricate
wonders. Gems of all sizes were
prominent in other exhibits. Opulent is the only word that would describe

the jewelry, robes, crowns, and
church vessels. (If these exhibits
did not quench your thirst for gems
there was an additional Diamond
Exhibition in the Kremlin - we did
not tour that area). It was
interesting to see the coronation
throne of Peter the Great and his
half-brother Ivan V. I knew very
little Russian history but was
fascinated to learn that two tsars
were only boys when crowned and
their throne held a secret
compartment where their sister,
Sofia, could prompt them.
(Wonder if that is where the
saying, “Behind every good man is
a woman.”)

Once outside the Armory we
visited Assumption Cathedral,
Church of the Deposition of the
Robe, Archangel Cathedral and

Annunciation Cathedral all within the Kremlin walls. In 1320 the Kremlin
served as the headquarters of the Russian Orthodox Church, thus so many
churches. Most of these are still working churches. So many breathtaking
works of religious art.

The Moscow Metro system is a work of art in itself. Mosaic tile and
crystal chandeliers, and each station seems to have its own uniqueness.
Stained glass windows are backlit showing circus scenes. There are
mosaics of military heroes and others of peasants. We spent hours just
going from station to
station to see what
treasures there were.
No graffiti, no trash.
The nine million
people that travel the
Moscow Metro daily
realize they have a
treasured underground.

So many places, so
little time. This is just a
little of what we were
fortunate to experience
and I will remember it
for a long time. I ate
food I never thought I
would eat. I
encountered only
friendly people (except
when it came to
security - police do not
like their picture
taken). I learned a little
about what Alexis does
for a living and I had a
bonding experience
with family and future
family. Yes, I’m glad I
took this opportunity
to travel.

My Adventure

Metro station 

The Kremlin

In front of St. Basil’s

Monument of Peter the Great

The Cathedral of Christ the Savior



Knights Of Columbus Florida
District Fourth Degree
by Darlene O’Neal

It had been 10 years since the
Knights of Columbus held a 4th
Degree Exemplification in
Jacksonville. This year it was held
at the Jacksonville Marriott Hotel
at Southpoint on April 17, 2010.
Approximately 800 people attend-

ed the weekend that included not
only the Exemplification but also a
ladies’ luncheon and a banquet
Saturday evening. A special Mass
was celebrated by Reverend Ed
McCarthy, District Friar, Saturday
afternoon.

A record number 295 candi-
dates were present from all over
Florida to achieve the 4th Degree
of Knighthood. These men will

now be referred to as Sir Knights.
Holy Trinity Assembly #2368,
which includes Christ the King and
Resurrection parishes, had the
greatest number of candidates, a
total of 63 Knights. Among those
Knights were Father Thanh T.
Nguyen of Christ the King parish
and Sheriff John Rutherford of the
Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office.

Knights of Columbus Charities
Director for the Florida State
Council, Dewey Marshall, was the
honoree at the banquet. Honoree
Marshall has held many titles over
the years, and at present he is the
Admiral of  Holy Trinity Assembly
#2368. 

Congratulations to all the Sir
Knights on your achievement.
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Knights of Columbus
Florida District - Fourth Degree Exemplification

New Sir Knights
from

Christ the King

Sir Knight Mark Buckelew
Sir Knight Everett Comstock 
Sir Knight Ronnie Cumbee
Sir Knight Virgilio Flores

Sir Knight James Hillencamp
Sir Knight Nick Klepac

Sir Knight John Klinkenberg
Sir Knight James Massengill

Sir Knight Stanley Moore
Sir Knight Reverend Thanh T. Nguyen

Sir Knight Robert Roche
Sir Knight Michael Stirna
Sir Knight Larry Turner

Sir Knight Michael Warwin

New Sir Knights from
Resurrection parish

Sir Knight Joseph Brozovich
Sir Knight Emile Shami

Sir Knight Charles Crissman
Sir Knight William Smith.



Page 20 Christ the King Courier May 2010

Shades Of The Past
by Dolores Bianco

In April my daughter and I joined family in Alabama celebrating the 50th Wedding Anniversary of my younger sister, Brenda, and her husband
Karl. All three of the girls my parents raised lived to enjoy at least fifty years of wedded bliss. They also each attained a profession in the medical
field albeit not always along a smooth course. The following is a tribute I presented to this sister fifty years ago.

ODE TO A BELATED NURSE

After finishing high school I had one thought in mind,
To go out in the world and pocket a dime.

Now this would have been fine were it not for the villians,
My mom and dad, who were not very willin’

To let me go, Scot-free on my own, 
Higher education was what they had in their domes.
“Bah Humbug,” said I, but we discussed it, we three.

And somehow the discussion always swayed medically.
My decision didn’t rest on location, needs or fee.

No, I must say now very truthfully - 
That if college was for four years and nursing school just three,

Then this is why I decided that a nurse I would be.
So I was sent to St. Raphael’s as my sisters were before me, 

But Alas!, I hated the books, and in sick people saw no glory.

Like this I drudged on for the longest time, until one day the boredom was broken,
By an outstanding patient: tall, blond and kind - handsome and extremely smooth spoken!

The patient recovered and was sent home for mending
But I - conscientious - thought he still needed mending.
Like a true Florence Nightingale I watched him get well

And whether it be blessing or curse - 
We were soon both under that love-sick spell,

Yes, he, the patient, and I, the nurse. 

With the blossoming of this romance came the withering of any chance
For me to become a nurse.

In fact, each time I came home from school,
Then had to go back to the drone of school,

I felt that I was riding in a hearse.

It was during those perplexing days, that I felt as if in sort of a haze,
And never did know just how I should look;

For while Karl desired now only to court, the good nun cared much more for the wart,
And all the diseases she’d like me to find in the book!

Karl’s courting won out, however, and wedding bells rang in our church,
So, alas, it was not the bridegroom this time, but the nurse, who was left in the lurch!

Being a housewife brought new experiences: washing, ironing and cooking —
And, not to be different from other wives, I was typically haggard looking!

As time went on, there appeared in our family
An addition whose mention is worthwhile:

Debra Ann is her name, our sweet pride and joy,
We melt at the hint of her smile!
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Each day Daddy would go to work, while baby grew more and more cunning,
All would have been great in our happy abode —- if those darn trains didn’t stop running!
Since the railroad took Karl only now and then, we decided that should things get worse,

I had better hop back to St. Raphael’s, to make one more try at a nurse.
What with bedpans at work and diapers at home, I became quite an expert with loads -
In fact, now and then, I’d sneak a cigarette - just to say “greetings!” to the commodes!

And now, on completing my final year, I’m in a desperate search
To find one particularly appropriate spot, where I can comfortably perch—

To yell, sing or shout, or joyfully cry out at the end of this simple verse:
“Bless everyone concerned, and above all, thank God,

for, at last, I AM A NURSE!”

Shades Of The Past              Continued from previous page

Religious  Article  Store
Come see the new updates in the
Religious Article Store.

The store hours are:
7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on
Friday. 
4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. on
Saturday. 
6:15 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and
4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. on
Sunday
The store will open before
& after holy day Masses.

Anyone can make a special
request or order. The store has a
lay-away plan all year round.
Scrip will be available year
round; you can pick it up in the
store or rectory.
Check the bulletin each week
for sales in the store for the up
coming weeks.

If you have any questions
please call Charm 721-9827 or stop
in and see her.

She would like to have enough
people to put on a rotating schedule
so they would only have to volun-
teer once or twice a month.

Days of Remembrance
by Mickey Kenny

What you do matters were the words used as the theme of the Days of Remembrance observance this year at the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum. And how important the words are and the ideas they represent.

April 15, 1945,  Edward R. Murrow broadcast from Buchenwald concentration camp and said, “I pray you to believe what I have said about
Buchenwald. I have reported what I saw and heard, but only part of it. For most of it I have no words.”

All these years later what can we do and what good will it do to do these things? Those are the questions those of us old enough to remember ask
ourselves. As we travel through the Catechism in our Why Catholic? series, we are challenged to remember and to think about our relationship to the
Jews and to Israel.

The relationship of the Church with the Jewish People. When she delves into her own mystery, the Church, the People of God in the New
Covenant, discovers her link with the Jewish People, “the first to hear the Word of God.” The Jewish faith, unlike other non-Christian reli-
gions, is already a response to God’s revelation in the Old Covenant. To the Jews “belong the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the giving of
the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and of their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, “for the gifts and
the call of God are irrevocable.”

What can we do? Begin by going to ushmm.org on the internet and spend some real time studying about what you see, hear, and read. Think about
what it would have been like to live this way. And, most important, commit to yourself that you will never again listen to hateful jokes about peoples
of any group or nationality. That’s where all this stuff begins, and we can change it if we really want to.
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by Frank Becht

Brotherly Care
The Brotherly Care Program,

which visits the sick and disabled,
is happy to announce that the
Knights and families who have
members in the Atrium have joined
the Why Catholic Group. This is
an indication that the Brotherly
Care Program is having an effect.
Good job, John Porter.

40 Days for Life
Past Grand Knight Dennis

Scobie and Past Grand Knight Jim
Middleton and their wives actively
solicited volunteers to participate
in the 40 Days for Life on March
20 on University Boulevard near
the Planned Parenthood Center.
There was a good turn-out from the
Knights and Christ the King
parishioners as well as people from
as far as St. Augustine and
Middleburg.

Easter Egg Hunt
An Easter Egg Hunt was held

on Saturday, April 3, at Parkwood
Heights Park on Lone Star Road.
For the children of the Council a
delicious picnic and a fabulous egg
hunt with prizes began at 11:00
a.m. till 2:00 p.m. Admission was
free. John Lewis and family hosted
the event.

Road Clean-Up
Monthly road clean up occurs

on Lone Star Road from Townsend
Blvd. to Arlington Rd. This is a
community improvement project
that was started by Past Grand
Knight Mike Yarborough and
continues under the direction of
Past Grand Knight Dennis Scobie. 

Annual Golf Tournament
The Bishop W. Thomas Larkin

golf tournament was held on April
25 at Deerfield Lakes Golf Course.
This major fundraising affair was
under the direction of Past Grand
Knight Jim Bonitatibus.

Tootsie Roll Drive
The annual Tootsie Roll Drive,

under the direction of Past Grand
Knight Dennis Scobie, was held on
Friday, May 5, and Saturday, May
6, at local Arlington Publix Super
Markets. The proceeds will be
given to the disadvantaged such as
L’Arche Harbor House.

Knightly News
Horseshoe Pitching Contest

On Saturday, March 20,
Council 4727 had a horseshoe
pitching contest – the first in a long
time. An oyster roast was included
for all in attendance; for those not
liking oysters, hamburgers and hot
dogs were available. Teams from
Holy Spirit were challenging; all
had a good time.

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration
A new fundraiser has been

established by John Klinkenberg
for Bishop Larkin Council; the first
event was held at the Council Hall
on March17, St. Paddy’s Day.
There was a good turn-out with
corned beef, potatoes, cabbage,
and drinks available, including
green beer. It turned out to be a
good event.

Squires 
Bishop W. Thomas Larkin

Council has a very active Squires
Circle under the direction of PGK
Al Martin and Michael Stirna. On
February 28, 2010, Matthew
Morris, Resurrection Parish; Dylan
Kpessou and Eustache of Christ the
King were invested into the
Squires Circle # 2121. The
investing team was Chaplain
Deacon James Scott; James
Sullivan, Chief Squire; Ethan
Yates, Deputy Chief Squire;
Edward Latimer, Notary; Nicholas
Gagnon, Bursar and Jake Zwass,
Marshal.
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FRANCIS PRESCOTT, FAITHFUL
PARISHIONER

by Darlene O’Neal

Francis Prescott left this life on
earth to be with his Lord on March
12, 2010. Francis was a faithful
parishioner at Christ the King for
many years. He was the head
money counter on Monday morn-
ings when the men gather to sort
and count contributions from the
previous Sundays.

Francis and his wife, Helen,
were married for sixty-three won-
derful years. They have four
daughters, seven grandchildren and
fifteen great-grandchildren.
Francis was a family man who
loved being surrounded by his chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

Francis served his country dur-
ing World War II in the Army Air

Corps and belonged to the Arnold
Greenwood Post V.F.W. He was
also past president of the Arlington
Lions Club. Francis was a charter
member of the Knights of
Columbus as well as 4th Degree
Knight.

A vigil was held at Arlington
Park Funeral Home followed by a
Mass of Christian Burial the next
morning at Christ the King Church.
The 4th Degree Honor Guard stood
guard during the vigil and escorted
Francis’ casket to the Mass as well
as to his final resting place. A
reception was held in the Shirley
David Hall for his family and
friends.

God bless you, Francis
Prescott.

by Charm I. Saults

I have been asked numerous times by customers and other parish-
ioners if I knew what the color of the candles meant. I had a general idea,
but with some research here is the answer.

White represents the forgiveness we receive from Jesus.
Blue represents our baptism into God’s family.
Light blue represents Mary, the mother of Jesus, and all mothers.
Red represents the blood shed by Jesus to save us from our sins.
Green represents our new life as we grow in our love for Jesus Christ.
Purple represents penitence and mourning. It was also a color worn

by royalty.
Pink is for the happiness and joy Jesus brings into our lives by us

believing in Him.

Why light a candle?

There are many reasons for lighting candles. The main reason is can-
dles are lit during official church services (called liturgy, such as the
Mass) to indicate the special solemnity of the occasion.

Other reasons are to remember someone who has passed away or a
loved one in the hospital. It could be for someone who is far away in the
military or a child at college. Say a prayer as you light the candle.

Here is the story of the use of candles in the Church.
Lighting candles in the Church comes not from Jewish worship of the

Old Testament, but from the Romans. They were used not only for nec-
essary lighting, but also for the veneration of the gods of the Emperor.

In Christian times, candles were used for evening prayer. They were
used in a funeral and placed inside and outside tombs of the dead. This
was done especially for the martyrs (from the 3rd century) and also for
the saints and sacred images (4th and 5th centuries). From the same peri-
od candles in the churches gave a certain splendor, as they were placed
around the high altar.

There is evidence of candles being used at the Masses. They were
borne in procession to be held during the chanting of the Gospel then
placed around the altar. Only in the 11th century did they appear on the
altar itself, a feature which became obligatory in the 17th century.

Thus these candles used for liturgical purposes were made of pure
beeswax. Their symbolism, as the light of Christ, is most evident at the
Easter proclamation, when the church is illuminated by the people’s can-
dles, which are lighted from the Paschal candle. The Paschal candle itself
is lit from candles blessed on the feast of the Presentation, which falls
each year on February 2.

Colors & Candles Called Out Of
Darkness

by Carol-Ann Black

I want to share a book recommendation with you.  The title of the
book is Called Out of Darkness, by Anne Rice. Many readers know her
from her vampire stories, the first of which was Interview with the
Vampire. Called Out of Darkness in some ways explains how the vam-
pire stories came to be written and why that series has ended.

The author grew up a firmly entrenched Catholic in forties and fifties
New Orleans. She seemed a most unlikely candidate for atheism, but life
takes many strange turns for all of us, and quite abruptly once into the
world of a secular sixties university Ms. Rice began to question her early
religious commitment. She concluded that not only could she not know
God, but that God really didn’t exist.

Looking back over the years that she wrote the vampire chronicles,
Ms. Rice realized that she was in fact the vampire who was searching for
goodness in his life, for contentment.

The early chapters of Called Out of Darkness cover her growing up
in New Orleans. She relates what Catholic family life was like for her.
Much of what she says will resonate with older readers and inform
younger ones. One of the most interesting aspects of Ms. Rice’s book is
her emphasis on the fact that she couldn’t read well— ever. She knew that
she was bright and intelligent, but school with all the reading demands
was pure torture for her. She had always written stories and plays that she
and friends would perform, but that didn’t in any way improve her read-
ing. She majored in political science at the university, not because that is
what she really wanted, but it required much less reading than the English
degree that she would have preferred. She has a definite historical sense,
so political science was otherwise a good choice. It ultimately took her
five or six years to complete her bachelor’s degree and more than usual
time for her masters.

After 38 years of persistent atheism, she apparently abruptly realized
that what she was searching for in her books and in her own life, was the
truth of our existence and the acknowledgment that God not only exists,
but is the source of all truth and true happiness. Ms. Rice returned to the
Church fairly quickly and returned to her family from which she had been
distant for all those years. That they welcomed her back with open arms,
she found surprising. She had expected to be shunned—-“You should
have known better.”  She is now writing novels about Jesus and the life
that He lived.  Such a transformation.

Some of her ruminations about her faith and religion are quite pro-
found. Her return to prayer was a special joy to her. She absolutely loves
the Nicene Creed for many reasons that she speaks of in her book.

I like to read, but have found of late, that often I “read” books on CD
and this is how I enjoyed Called Out of Darkness. I recommend this book
to anyone who enjoys some spiritual exploration. Anne Rice sees the
world through a different lens.

Read

this!
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John Armon Antolin
Brooke Asher
Austin Asher
Darian Azar
Ernest Barber
Austin Boyd
Kaylee Burke
Christian Mikel Chan
Brandon Chin
Crystal Claxton
Autumn Cummings
Jan Edward Dela Cruz
Christina Diaz
Andrew Dinh
Palmer Frye
Christina Gagnon
Stephanie Grochmal
Kelsey Hayes
Peter House
Jason Infante
Scott Jeffas
Stephanie Joost
Jordan Kierce
Paul Longenecker
Miranda McCown

Ashlea McCrone
Melissa Mitchell
Jason Mollenhour
Hansy Monrose
Samantha Nagle
Andy Nguyen
Amanda Niesen
Danielle Ploeg
Ryan Pollett
Trenton Raesemann
Andrew Raesemann
Lauren Reynolds
Christopher Saliba
Kaitlyn Tackett
Aleeza Tecson
Albert Tine, III
JohnLuke Vega
Timothy Vergenz
Tyler Wildes
Richard Williamson
Mark Wnuk
Emily Wolfe
Robert Yarborough
Dena Yazji
Xioatian Zhang

Bishop Kenny
Third Quarter Honor Roll

by Peter Chan

For over fifty years, Christ the King School has provided quality
Catholic education to the children of our parish. This education has had
and continues to have a positive impact on the lives of our children and
their families. Over the years, our students have developed to become
highly successful in their chosen professions and actively involved in
society as responsible, ethical, and compassionate Christians. Our school
aims to continue to help each of our students to reach academic heights,
spiritual and emotional maturity, and a good understanding of cultural
diversity. 

As testaments to the quality of education at Christ the King, we are
very honored that our Middle School was declared overall champion of
this year’s county-wide Math competition and has won multiple awards
in the Northeast Florida Regional Science and Engineering Fair. Our
students serve at weekend Masses, perform hundreds of service hours
annually and conduct a living Rosary & Stations of the Cross.
Furthermore, we are very honored to be nominated by the Department of
Education for its Blue Ribbon designation, a prestigious award given to
only the top fifty schools in the nation based on test scores, curriculum
and school culture. 

It is our prayer that future generations of parish families are able to
enjoy the unique educational experience that our school offers. It is our
mission to ensure that our school continues to exist and provide the same
level of quality education. To pursue this mission, we are looking to grow
the Christ the King School Endowment Fund. This Fund, established
through the Catholic Foundation of the Diocese, serves to perpetuate
quality education at Christ the King.

We invite you to prayerfully consider donating to the Christ the King
School Endowment Fund. Rest assured, your gift to the Fund will have a
lasting positive impact to our children and our children’s children. Please
call the school office at (904)724-2954 to make your donation and/or for
additional information.

Christ the King School
Endowment Fund

Vacation Bible School 
Mark Your Calendars!

This year’s Vacation Bible School will be June 14 - 18,
from 9:00 a.m. til noon. It is for kids entering PK4 - 5th
grade. Like last year, the exciting week will consist of bible
lessons, arts and crafts, games, snacks and music. The kids
will get a chance to show you what they’ve learned during a
musical performance on the last day of VBS. 

Cost is $15 per child, $25 for 2 or $30 for 3 or more
children. 

Vacation Bible School is a very big group effort to
organize and execute. We need your help! We especially need
adult volunteers to help teach 45-minute Bible lesson classes.
Other areas where adults are needed include helping with
snacks, arts and crafts, games and/or providing donations
(monetary or food items for the daily snack sessions or the
last day party). Please note, if you are an adult volunteer, the
cost of Vacation Bible School for your kids is waived and you
earn school volunteer hours. 

Student volunteers are also needed. Students entering 6th
grade or older can help out with each of the areas mentioned
above. They are an integral part of the program’s success
and will earn service hours for their volunteer time. 

Adults to volunteer contact Deidre Hicks at
dandkhicks@yahoo.com or 744-2442. Students to volunteer
contact Debi Ethridge at debiethridge@aol.com or 563-3202. 

To register for Vacation Bible School, go to
www.ctkcatholic.com to print out the registration form. For
more information, contact Deidre Hicks at
dandkhicks@yahoo.com or 744-2442. 

Please help to spread the word and we hope to see you the
week of June 14-18th!

Recipe Corner
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Suwannee River Canoe Trip

by Andy Quach

Since joining scouts, I have
learned many things. All of those
things were put together to make
one huge trip, our 50-mile canoe
trip. The trip taught me teamwork,
respect, and perseverance. During
the car ride, my heart pounded with
anticipation. I couldn’t wait to get
into the water. As we pulled up into
The Sheriff’s Boys Ranch, my
heart leapt when I saw the river. It
was beautiful. We began loading
up and pushing off the canoes.

The first part was easy. Hardly
a mile, it was merely a warm-up for
what was to come tomorrow. When
we stopped at the cabins I knew I
wouldn’t miss home too much. All
of it looked so comfortable. We got
our stuff from our boats and moved
them into our patrol’s cabin. After
setting my stuff out and spreading
my sleeping bag I fell into a deep
sleep.

The second day was a perfect
test of perseverance. The current
flowed a nice four m.p.h., but the
winds were our enemy. The winds

blew against us making it horribly
difficult to paddle, but our determi-
nation kept us going. After 13
miles of constant work, we stopped
for a quick lunch. I was grateful for
a half-hour break to stretch and a
chance to fill myself up. That was
just the thing I needed to complete
the next 26 miles. Finally, after 11
hours of fighting the wind we
found our rest stop. I have never
been so grateful to see a wooden
cabin.

After the second day, the rest of
the trip seemed so nostalgic. It
became a routine, a fun and memo-
rable one. On those days, when we
did a little fishing, I learned how to
cast and how to reel. I can’t wait
until I get the chance to go catch
some for real. On the last day, we
pulled up onto the Christ the King
parking lot. Everything looked so
dreamy. I couldn’t believe after the
five days of fun and nearly 70
miles down the Suwannee, it
would just come to an end like that.
I don’t think I’ll ever forget that
trip. Its lessons and memories will
stick with me until the end.

by Katie Szarkowski

In the Gospels, we hear Christ proclaim, “Let the children come to me.” We have all seen the
famous painting of Christ with the children on his lap, and we know the love that He has for His
children. In January I had the opportunity to experience this love firsthand. 

Imagine this. It is 3:30 a.m., and my alarm shocks me out of a deep sleep. I had only dozed off
about two hours earlier. The night before, I made sure my bags were packed with clothes, toiletries,
shoes, water purifying pills, granola bars, my bible, a journal, and finally my passport. My flight
for Nicaragua departed at 7:00 a.m. I knew that in a few hours I would land in a foreign country!  

Every year, Life Teen International coordinates a trip for Youth Ministers to Nicaragua to work
with children with disabilities at Mustard Seed Communities. This trip is to help Youth Ministers
prepare to take their own teens on an International Mission Trip. On this trip, we had Youth
Ministers from all over the United States come together to love, work, worship, and learn. 

I landed in Managua after a four-hour layover in Miami. I found my way through customs,
grabbed my luggage, and looked for the most-out-of-place people I could! After searching for a
few minutes, I found my fellow missionaries. We all looked slightly haggard from the long jour-
ney, none of us spoke Spanish, and as we all looked at the van we were traveling in, we knew we
were in for the week of our lives. 

Our first stop was at Hogar Belen, the orphanage for younger children living with Mustard
Seed. Mustard Seed Communities are inspired by the healing and caring ministry of Jesus Christ.
They aim through the positive interaction of caring, sharing and training, to uplift the most vulner-
able members of society, especially disabled and abandoned children and marginalized communities. They are committed to creating homes and com-
munities that lead to loving service and mutual respect for all people, and which will bring us joy, hope and dignity. Mustard Seed operates orphan-
ages in Jamaica, Nicaragua, the Dominican Republic, and Zimbabwe. 

A Week to Remember

continued on page 27
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by Rebecca Schroder

The Battle of the Books competition took place at St. Paul’s School
on Tuesday, March 16, with teams from twelve different schools. One of
these teams was Christ the King’s Raven ReaderZ. The first round was
the elimination and written round, in which all schools competed. The
final round included only the top five scoring schools in oral competition.
It was an exciting moment to hear Christ the King called as one of the top
five finishing teams! 

Each Monday prior to competition, the Raven ReaderZ members met
in the library and challenged each other by asking the author of a book or
the title of the book a certain author wrote. Each team member read as
many of the twenty chosen books for the competition as they could
resulting in almost all team members reading all twenty books. Members
agreed that this event was a fun opportunity to use their reading talents
while representing their school. All look forward to competing next year
with the advantage of competition experience.

A special thanks goes to volunteer and team sponsor, Mrs. Becky
Schroder. Congratulations to all team members; David Yarborough
(eighth grade), Maurice Flores and Megan Schroder (seventh grade), and
Lexie Byerley, Deanna Hickox and Gracie Korkmaz (sixth grade).

Christ the King
School

Battles About Books

Science Fair
by Rebecca Schroder

Do the phases of the moon affect the behavior of dolphins? Does
caffeine or peppermint affect a human’s reaction time? How much
bacteria is on your hands or in your shoes? These are just a few of the
questions asked at the fourth annual Christ the King School (CTKS)
Science Fair.

Science teacher, Suzette Gagnon, has been inspiring a love of science
in middle school students. One hundred forty-two students presented
their work in categories, including animal sciences, botany, chemistry,
engineering, environmental sciences, medicine and health, microbiology,
and physics. The students came up with a topic, formed a hypothesis and
followed the scientific method, which “is good for developing critical
thinking skills.” 

CTKS Student Council Vice-President and seventh grader Jeff Dela
Cruz said, “The Science Fair was a great experience. I had the
opportunity to see projects from everyone in middle school. I learned a
lot from my science fair project and from all of the other projects.”

Approximately 50 judges examined the displays, which included
notebooks, photos, graphs, lists of materials used, the procedure and the
results. All of the students were interviewed at least twice by volunteer
scientific professionals. The students with the top ten projects according
to grade level returned for additional interviews by a panel of judges. 

“I was quite impressed. The students really knew the scientific
process and were very passionate about their projects” said Judge Sheila
Heim, University of Florida Institutional Review Board Coordinator. “It
was difficult to select the winners. All of the students should be proud of
their accomplishments.”

Eighteen students from CTKS spent February 23, 2010 presenting
their projects at the Northeast Florida Regional Science and Engineering
Fair. Christ the King is the only Catholic school in the Diocese that
participates in this prestigious event held at the University of North
Florida (UNF). The winners from the Regional Fair will participate in the
State competition. 

Congratulations to these winning students:
8th grade
1st place – Royce Reyes; 2nd place- Alex Richer; 3rd place- Ethan

Yates; Honorable Mention – David Yarborough
7th Grade
1st place – Michael Urbizu; 2nd place- Megan Schroder; 3rd place –

Rachel House & Janel Palomo; Honorable Mention- Gabby Alequeza &
Julia Eason

6th Grade
1st place – Mikayla Walburn; 2nd place-Carolyn Morgan; 3rd place-

Alex Mann; Honorable Mention- Sarah DeBellis & Sydney Williams
Award for Scientific Excellence – Sydney Williams, Regan Gunter,

Megan Schroder, Johnny McCrone & Kathleen Patti

Regional Science Fair winners (held at UNF):
Honorable Mention - Royce Reyes – Medicine & Health; Gabby

Alqueza – Chemistry; Carolyn Morgan – Biochemistry; Janel Palomo –
chemistry

3rd Place - Julia Eason – Physics; Alex Mann – Environmental
Science

2nd Place – Rachel House – Physics
1st Place – Michael Urbizu – Behavioral Science

Springtime and
Lemonade

by Rebecca Schroder

Springtime, softball and
lemonade…What a great
combination! That’s what Rylee
Schroder, a 4th grade Student
Council representative thinks.
Rylee worked with the CTK
Student Council advisors to run
her business during the CTK
home softball games. She
developed a list of supplies and
taste-tested different formulas.
Deanna Hickox, a 6th grade Council representative, created advertizing
posters. Both girls set up the stand and worked with customers during the
games.  

The lemonade stand has been a hit with children. “It’s really nice to
have something to drink in addition to sodas, water and Gatorade,” a
parent said. Selling cups of refreshment for $0.25 to $1.00 the girls have
made over $100 for charity and the school. Rylee said, “I always wanted
to have a lemonade stand and this is a fun way to help people. Besides,
who doesn’t like lemonade?” 

Good News
by Charm Saults

By popular demand Christ the King will again have a
garage sale in October. As you do your spring  house

cleaning, begin setting aside the stuff you want to donate.
If you have furniture try to hang onto it until October.
There will be an announcement in the bulletin when we

will be taking the donated items. We will also arrange for
pick-up if necessary. 

If you have any questions you may call Charm at 721-9827
or stop by and see her at the Religious Article Store.

We will have a list available to sign up and let us know if
you can volunteer anytime during the year.
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We pulled up to Hogar Belen and the children came running toward
us, their faces were beaming with smiles, and they were ready to play. We
took them to their common play areas; we played with balls and bubbles,
hugged and read to them, sat with the children confined to cribs, and just
spent a joyful afternoon in the Nicaragua sun loving these kids.
Disabilities ranged from cerebral palsy, autism, Down Syndrome, and
developmental delays, but their disabilities didn’t matter as they were just
children needing to be hugged and loved. Christ was truly present in the
eyes of each and every child. After spending a fun-filled afternoon with
the children, we all hopped back into the van to pick up the second set of
missionaries and then headed to the second orphanage in Diriamba. 

The next morning we woke up with the sun for a day of labor prepar-
ing for the official opening of this new orphanage. Half of the day was
spent digging holes so that eventually they could be filled with cement,
and a fence could be built. We were smack dab in the middle of the windy
season in Nicaragua, so with every shovel of dirt thrown out of the hole,
half  came back in. We were joyful in our work, knowing we were a small
piece of a bigger puzzle. Week after week groups come in and continue
digging holes, so this fence can be built and keep the residents safe. The
second half of our day was spent putting together rebar so the foundation
of a new dorm could be formed. During our time digging and twisting
rebar, we had the opportunity to discuss our ministries with other youth

ministers in the field!
We told funny sto-
ries, shared our
favorite games and
skits, and also shared
where and how we
are struggling in our
ministries; amazing
friendships were
beginning to be built.
We ended the day
with Mass in town,
and that evening we
began our training on
how to take teens on
an international mis-
sion trip. Rule #1- Do
not lose a teen! 

That night, I think
we were all asleep

before our heads hit the pillow! Again, we woke with the sun, but this day
was going to be different. We were going out to experience the different
apostolates Mustard Seed runs in the community. We traveled back to
Managua over dirt roads, looking out of the windows at the scenery
around us. We knew we were traveling to the Managua dump to work with
Christ in the Garbage. Our mission leaders tried to explain to us what we
saw, but no words could have adequately prepared us for what we were
about to experience. 

There are 3,000 families that live in the Managua dump. Over the
years, these families have congregated together and built shacks to live in.
To make a living they sift through the trash to find anything salvageable
to sell. Men, women, and children all walk around with these large bags
across their shoulders, hoping to find something to sell to help feed their
families that day. I was not prepared for what I was about to see. I looked
out the window to my right to see a cow and a child eating out of the same
trash can, the child had one shoe on, ripped shorts, and no shirt. As we
traveled deeper into the dump, smoke enveloped the van. The trash smol-
ders constantly, so these families are constantly living under smoky con-
ditions. The trash heaps went on for miles, and unfolded like mountains
before us; the smell was unfathomable. The conditions these families
were living in were inhumane. The van stopped, and we got out. We start-

ed to walk up this road surrounded on both sides by trash. We walked past
a housing community; the trash covered the houses inside and out. I began
to tear up, the anger I felt welled up inside and I hit my knees on the side
of the road. How could God allow this?! I felt like these people had been
forgotten by a God who supposedly always looks out for his children. Just
at that moment, two children driving a horse-drawn carriage bounded by
and through my tears I listened to their laughter through the sound of the
horse hooves clopping on the ground. They stopped the cart, and jumped
into the arms of one of the missionaries. They wanted to be hugged; they
wanted to share their joy with us! I sat there for a minute and looked
around, as missionaries, we were the ones with tears in our eyes, these
families were joyful in who they were! Christ is living among the fami-
lies in the Managua dump. When I was looking through my own eyes, all
I could see was a scene out of hell, but these people loved with the heart
of Jesus, and were joyful for everything they had. I walked away wanting
that joy. I walked away not seeing hell, but seeing a people not forsaken
but very loved by their Creator. Mother Teresa tells us, “We can’t under-
stand the poor until we begin to understand what poverty is like.” For the
first time, I began to understand what true poverty is like, and I under-
stand the poor just a little bit more. 

Later that afternoon, we went to the sewing center, which is where
women from the Managua dump can come and learn how to sew, so they
can help get their families out of the dump. The sewing center provides
childcare for women while they are in class. The main goal is to restore
the dignity these women feel for themselves. The rest of the afternoon was
spent having fun with my fellow missionaries! We had lunch in Managua
at a little café, went to a national park and climbed a volcano, and ended
our day in the straw market looking at the craft booths. That night, our
training continued, and we woke up the next morning for another day of
service! 

Our final full day was spent back at the orphanage in Diriamba dig-
ging holes for fences. With every flick of the shovel, we were all so thank-
ful for the amazing gifts God was showering upon us on this mission trip.
We walked away different people. We had looked at Christ face to face
and served Him in the poor. We had lived the words of Christ and shared
our hearts with the most vulnerable in society. We let the children come
to us. We played and laughed and found the joy of Christ in their eyes. 

The next day it was hard to say good bye to the children, but we all
knew it was time to return to our families, our churches, and our youth
groups, and  share with them all that we had experienced on our week in
Nicaragua. I wait in joyful anticipation of one day returning to Nicaragua,
and this time, I hope to bring a group of our Life Teen students and par-
ents with me, so they too can experience all that I did. If the Lord wills it,
I pray we will be going in the Summer of 2011!

Week to Remember
continued from page 25

Life Teen Retreat
by Miranda McCown

The spring retreat, For You, was an amazing experience. I’ve been
on five retreats and every time our core team always manages to out-
do themselves. This retreat’s main focus was upon the Eucharist and
how it was made-to-order specifically for us. We had multiple speakers
who helped to exemplify this through their wonderful talks. We also
had an awesome time rock climbing, ziplining, and playing ninja tag.
The best part of retreat was probably when Ethan Yates ate sardines to
win a contest the first night. This retreat was one to remember and I
can’t wait for the next one in the fall.



Page 28 Christ the King Courier May, 2010

by Silverio Di Fazio—Father Sal 

Silverio (Sal) was born on the island of Ponza, Italy in 1946, on the feast of Sts. Peter and
Paul— according to my mother and mothers know best, especially a Greek mother. My father,
Mario, was Italian and worked as a mechanic. He died in 1991. Mamma, Renata, now 88 years
young, still cooks and is still in charge. I have a younger brother, Louis, who is a doctor; a younger
sister, Rose, a teacher; and my oldest sister, Anna, is a retired chef from New York public schools.

As a young child on the island, I used to play priest and say the Mass. I was surrounded by
many good examples of our parish priest and my family, reciting the rosary daily and reading
scriptures. I entered the minor seminary of my diocese at the age of 11, but left because my family
immigrated to the United States. We arrived in New York City. In 1962, while attending school at
night and working during the day, I met my wife, Michelle, and we were married on September
5, 1970. We were blessed to have one daughter. We moved to Florida in 1992. We joined Santa
Maria Del Mar Catholic Church in Flagler Beach. It became our home parish. In 2005 my wife
was diagnosed with cancer. Weeks before she died, she asked, “What would you do for the rest of
your life?”  My answer, “I will try to become a priest.”

With the help of the Divine Mercy, now I am nearing the end of my seminary journey to
become a priest and will be ordained on May 8. I am assigned to Christ the King Parish as
parochial vicar. 

by Lucille Guzzone

We all knew that it was coming
sooner or later, but the news that our
spiritual adviser, Father Steven
Zehler, was leaving Christ the King
came too soon for us. Anytime
Father visited our classes, the
children were very happy to see
him. His manner exuded a
warmth that was felt by all of the
youngsters from the smallest
first grader to the most advanced
junior high student. He sat
through our Christmas program,
heard our confessions, answered
a variety of questions from curious
students, and presided at our
closing Masses. 

Father Zehler is a true priest,
honest, sincere, and gracious. We shall
miss his perpetual smile and unique sense
of humor, but we wish him God’s blessings in
his new assignment.

Good luck to you, Father Zehler, from the staff and the children of the
Religious Education for Children School.

New Parochial Vicar

Goodbye,
Father Zehler Father  Sal  Di  Fazio

&  
Father  Steven  Zehler

May  the  Lord  bless  you  in  your  work

May  He  give  you  the  strength  to  meet

your  needs

And  to  always  know  the

contentment  and  joy  of  sharing

His  Good  News  with  others
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