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C o u r i e rC o u r i e r

by Carol-Ann Black

How would you go about introducing the concept of Social Justice to a group of children? Why even bother? How would

you measure success in your efforts? Susan Riker, Christ the King admin assistant and bookkeeper, and Grandma extraordinaire

accepted Father Thanh’s and Mrs. Chinault’s challenge—-make a presentation to the children in our parish school, Morning

Star, Wednesday religious education, and Sunday Vietnamese religious education,  that would help them to understand the

concept of Social Justice. This was to be a Lenten project for the children this year. Using photos taken during last October’s

mission trip to Kingston, Jamaica, Susan created a video and a poster, and wrote a beautiful explanation of what it means to

serve the poorest of the poor, the least of our brothers. Our Courier photos show the remarkable quantity of items brought in

by the children after her talk. In terms of dollar value—-$4,000.00, plus a cash donation of $600.00 from the Vietnamese

children and their families. Please, read Susan’s words on page 10 of this issue and keep those words in mind when Father Ho

Lung and several of his Missionaries of the Poor visit Christ the King June 2 and 3. At that time  they will offer two musical

programs and further discuss their work in Jamaica and other locations in Africa and Asia.
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that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two

of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King

Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message

of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as

exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,

gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has

forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
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The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to

refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials

submitted for publication.

When this paper came out on the last Sunday of May we were
celebrating the Feast of the Holy Spirit, Pentecost. Although Easter marks
the anniversary of Christ’s death and resurrection we know from
Scriptures that His work did not end there. He came back to fulfill His
promise to His disciples who, at the time, were so overcome by grief and
fear that they could not move forward. My reflections, which I will share
with you took me down that road to Pentecost where Jesus fulfilled His
promise.

It states in the Gospel of John (chapter 20, verse 21) that Jesus
appeared in the upper room where his disciples had locked themselves in
and said “As the Father has sent me; even so I am sending you.” Then He
breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” They took in the
breath of the Holy Spirit and so began the visible organization through
which He communicates truth and grace to all—-His Holy Church—- the
community of faith, hope and charity.

One of the most common metaphors for the Spirit of God in Scripture
is breath. Invisible but potent, breath is a sign of air—- alive. Breathing is
the sign of LIFE. This is true medically. But it is also true theologically.
According to the witness of Scripture, God created the cosmos with a
word, “let there be light, let there be earth” etc.  But when God decided to
create humankind, He did so with a unique added dimension. He gathered
up dust which He had already created and formed into a human body. God
created life in this form by breathing into it the breath of life. Much more
came with that divine breath than just human life, with a beating human
heart and working human lungs. With the breath of God, humans became
living souls.

In like manner, Jesus breathed into the Apostles the Holy Spirit. It is
an echo of the creation story in Genesis. Without the Holy Spirit, the
breath of God, the Church is just a lump of dust. And without the life,
power and energy of the Spirit of God, the Apostles would have no
vitality, no powerful witness, and no courage to face the world. Their faith
was lifeless after the crucifixion of Jesus, and as well as the memory of
their own failure as disciples. The resurrection of Jesus changed all that
hopelessness into triumph, but it was the gift of the Holy Spirit that gave
life to the Apostles’ tongues, feet and hands. In the Garden of Eden God
created humans with a breath, but it was in the Upper Room, according to
the Fourth Gospel, that Jesus created the Church with a breath.

That was the beginning of the Church’s mission: to make disciples of
all nations. They moved out with confidence, believing that they could
spread the good news. By their new found vitality and assurance they
knew that what they were doing was vital to the world. They could indeed
help others to believe. They realized then that their purpose was to lead
others back to God. They were indeed becoming the hands, eyes and feet
of Jesus; helping Him to fulfill His promise to His Father.

Today we live in an age with many challenges. Secularism is one
among those challenges. Secularism celebrates the individual,
commodifies people, encourages consumption, and targets the young.
Secularism diminishes our society and our Catholic culture by
marginalizing our Catholic identity and values rooted in the Gospel. 

A perfect example of this is the current government imposition of the
Health and Human Services Mandate (HHS). We are commanded to serve
the poor and homeless through Catholic Charities or Saint Vincent de Paul
Society as examples. We are commanded to serve the sick and dying
through our hospitals. We are commanded to educate and to evangelize
through our schools, colleges and universities. This government mandate
of the Department of Health and Human Services tramples on our basic
beliefs and makes it impossible to respond to the call of the Gospel.

The title of a recent article of Cardinal George, the Archbishop of
Chicago, expresses so clearly about the challenge we are facing, “this
Lent the Church is being told to give up its institution”. (Origin’s March
8, 2012, Volume 41, Number 39). Being confronted with this great
challenge, we need to stand for what we believe. We need to be strong
witnesses to Jesus Christ in our lives. We must renew, recommit and heed
the breath of the Holy Spirit within us to bring life into our secularized

society. We are in need of a renewal
of that spirituality that the first
disciples had so in our parish
ministries, we will become more
effective evangelizers.

For this renewed spirituality, I
share with you three characteristics
that were central to the identity of
Jesus and his disciples. First, it is a
ministry focused on God’s call, “I
came not to do my own will but the
will of Him who sent me.” Second,
it is a ministry shared in the spirit of
friendship with others “I do not call
you servants any longer, because
the servant does not know what the
master is doing; but I have called
you friends.”  Third, it is a ministry
of radical service “If I, your Lord
and teacher, have washed your feet,
you also ought to wash one
another’s feet.”

Last fall, eight parishioners
including myself went to Kingston,
Jamaica to learn from Father Ho Lung’s ministry to the poorest of the
poor. I believe you saw its pictures recently which were shown at all the
Masses. It was a life-giving experience. There were many factors for that
experience. One of those factors was that we saw in Father Ho Lung and
the brothers and Missionaries of the Poor those three characteristics that I
mentioned above: a ministry focused on God’s call, a ministry shared in
the spirit of friendship with others and a ministry of radical service. This
life-giving experience has led eight of us to invite Father Ho Lung to
come to Christ the King to speak at all Masses on June 2 and 3. Father Ho
Lung is gifted with music so he will bring his friends with him to provide
a concert for us. Please make an effort to attend. I hope meeting with
Father Ho Lung and attending his concert will be a life-giving experience
for you as well.

The Book of Acts of the Apostles teaches us that the Holy Spirit came
when the Apostles got together and prayed. Praying together is of utmost
importance for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Come, worship together at
Sunday and weekday Masses; pray for that surge of refreshing, yet vital
breath of life. I am also asking that you take time out of your busy
schedule to do one hour a week of adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament.

Make it a date. We all know how fast our calendars fill up, so mark
your calendars now to participate in the Holy Rosary Procession and Mass
on the first Sunday of May and October. This coming year we will also
have a series of Catholicism - A Journey to the Heart of the Faith
published by Father Robert Barron. Join us once a month beginning on
Thursday, September 13 to pray, learn and discuss our Catholic identity
and values. Check within this issue for more information on this series. I
believe with our renewed efforts, God will bless us in our devotion with
His breath of life, abundantly so we will be effective instruments in
fulfilling Jesus’ Promises at Pentecost.

Our prayers for help from the Holy Spirit are expressed in this version
of an ancient Irish hymn by Edwin Hatch:

O breathe on me, Thou Breath of God
Fill me with life anew

That I may love that Thou dost love
And do what Thou wouldst do.

O breathe on me, Thou Breath of God
Till I am wholly Thine,

Until this earthly part of me
Glows with Thy fire divine.
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Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-

tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the

Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct

quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,

if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not

capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

February 28, 2012

Dear Father,

Thank you for your support of the Catholic Student Union for the
March for Life! With your donation and prayers we were able to take 52
students to Washington, D.C., to defend the sanctity of life. Our pilgrim-
age started with a 16-hour bus ride which ended with Mass at the Basilica
of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, a breathtaking
experience that united us with our Catholic brothers and sisters as we pre-
pared to stand up for life in the Nation’s capital.

Once in Washington, D.C., we further learned about human dignity at
the Children’s National Medical Center, where we volunteered to help
children and families with chronic disease. We were also able to attend
Mass at the Verizon Center and witnessed tens of thousands of youths
from around the country who shared our same beliefs, as we prepared to
march for the rights of those who cannot speak for themselves. And
although the rain and cold tried its best to sway us, we stood up through
it all to show the country that there is still hope, and we are fighting for
it.

Without your support, we would not have been able to experience any
of these amazing moments. We grew closer as the Catholic Student Union
at Florida State truly learned the meaning of being Pro-Life, and had our
faiths renewed and strengthened by the Lord’s mighty presence in those
days. Because of you, we all have a new will and fortitude to spread this
needed message to our secular campus and have walked away with mem-
ories we will never forget. Thank you, once again, for all of your gener-
ous support and contributions. You and all of your intentions are in our
prayers!

Sincerely,

Helen Kraus and Brian Germ
March for Life Directors

--------------

Letter to Jean Sell

Recently, I had a friend who was terminally ill and his family gave
him a prayer blanket. I am not Catholic, but I was impressed with the
comfort this blanket gave my friend as he was dying. Now my father is
dying from AML (Acute Myleoid Leukemia) and does not have much
longer to live. I would like to obtain a prayer blanket from your group, if
I may. My name is Sharon and I would like to know how I can get a blan-
ket for my father.

Thank you very much for your time. 
I hope your Easter was nice.

Editor’s Note:
Shortly after Jean Sell received this request, a prayer blanket was

given to Sharon for her father. If you know of someone who needs a
prayer blanket, please call Jean Sell at 642-5079

USCCB Blog

The USCCB Media Blog* is running a series,

“Catholics Care. Catholics Vote.”
through May.

You are encouraged to visit this website throughout the

election cycle to become an informed Catholic voter.

Some of the topics in this series are:

Political Engagement Is Every Catholic’s Duty

The Question of Conscience

Human Life and Dignity. 

*Go to: http://usccbmedia.blogspot.com/

Editor’s Corner,

May 2012
by Carol-Ann Black

I compose this corner piece as
we assemble all of our articles for
the next issue. Two more days and
the May issue will be on a disc on
its way to the printer. At this point
we are wondering if our twenty-
eight pages will hold all the won-
derful articles that have been sub-
mitted in the past few weeks.
Contrast this with our first few
meetings for proof reading—-
“What on earth will fill the
pages?!!!”  Much better the former
than the latter. I thank everyone
who wrote an article, and call your
attention to new contributors—-
Sam Clements and Susan Riker,
and returned after long absence,
Mickey Kenny.

The high octane fuel that keeps
Christ the King parish running
smoothly is volunteer energy. That
was most obviously demonstrated
in the past few weeks with the
Country Store and the Beach Bash
Auction and Entertainment.
Together these two activities raised
many thousands of dollars for the
benefit of our parish school. Many
thanks go to the chairpersons of
these two activities—-Charm
Saults and Laura Meehan.
Gathering and organizing volun-
teers can be like herding kittens,
but the effort and results were
impressive.

Father Thanh has been stressing
the importance of our embracing

the concept of Social Justice. There
are several articles or ads that
address the importance of caring
for the least of our brothers in vari-
ous ways—-an ad for the Praise
Him! Concert and the visit of
Father Ho Lung of the Missionaries
of the Poor and three articles focus-
ing on the activities of the St.
Vincent dePaul Society. The most
meaningful in my estimation, how-
ever, is Susan Riker’s presentation
to the children of the parish. It was
not written for reprint, but I chose
to leave it exactly as she spoke it.
Her words spoke truly to all of the
children (from Christ the King
School, Morning Star School, mid-
week Religious Education, Sunday
Vietnamese Religious Education)
as evidenced by the piles of donat-
ed items that were brought in  for
the Missionaries of the Poor. Don’t
miss her article.

Finally, be sure to read the
RCIA article. It features the
thoughts and impressions of the
newly received Catholics at Christ
the King. Take a good long look at
the pictures and when you meet in
person be sure to greet them and
make them feel welcome.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On Palm Sunday, in two separate instances, I felt the presence of
God’s voice. The first was during our processional from the gym to the
Church. While the bells rang out and Tina’s song sounded above them,
signaling to us, our voices fell silent. In the absence of our reply His voice
resonated inside of me: Instead of singing out praises to the King, the
King who would be slain, we remained silent. I wondered, Why? Of what
are we afraid? Only an hour later, when we were asked to recess in sacred
silence and our silence would have been so appropriate, only then it
seemed we had found our voice- not God’s voice- but ours. How often do
we muffle God’s voice and overpower it with our own? How often does
our fear of human judgment supersede the imminent power of being a
vocal host to God’s Glory?

The second instance I felt His presence was later that evening, at the
Youth’s powerful rendering of the Stations of the Cross. This time, it was
through the voice of my son. Second grade is the onset of the age of rea-
son and for us, as adults, reason is a good and glorious thing. For a sec-
ond grader, at least for mine, it seems the age of reason has brought out
an awkward sense of self-awareness, which, in turn, cultivates a fear of
judgment by peers. This night, as in the morning, involved singing out.
And, much like the morning, the song was raw and honest—one’s voice
could not be masked by an organ or a choir. For my little man, that trans-
parency was too much. I was told not to sing as he, himself, sought secu-
rity and confidence in his muteness. But, as He often does, God had other
plans, and soon the Spirit overwhelmed. Finally, my second grader let go
and let God, giving Him the space he needed, letting His voice sing out.
My child sang “Were you there…..?” and through his sweet little voice he
worshiped. 

In that moment, Brothers and Sisters, I realized that so many of us
struggle with the same fears of self-awareness as my son. We are afraid
to let our voices ring out, sing out, for God. Our fear of tone, of inability,
of judgment, of the lack of musical prowess, get in the way of letting God
sing out through us. That we may no longer be afraid is my prayer.

I read sometimes at Mass. On those days I pray that my voice may be
diminished so that God’s voice can shine through me. When it does, I lose
all sense of self and feel truly blessed with the power of the Holy Spirit.
As we come together each week to worship, pray to God that you may set
yourself to the side so that He might sing out through you. I long to hear
you for you are His vessel, you are His song. You are His voice. 

In His peace,  Raine Araya
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Confirmation 2012

by Lucille Guzzone

In years past, Religious Education classes for children celebrated the
Easter season with an indoor program in John XXIII Hall. The program
consisted of a reading from the Bible or perhaps a play about the Passion
of Christ performed by the students. The children were then given a little
gift at the close of the presentation, usually a chocolate bunny or a candy-
filled plastic egg. 

This year, however, the staff decided that the students should become
more familiar with the Stations of the Cross since they do not have the
advantage of participating in the Stations during Lent as do the children
who attend Christ the King School. So, individual members of the eighth
grade class led the the younger pupils, along with their parents and
teachers, outdoors to participate in the devotion. Because the group was
outside and the walkway is rather narrow, there was a different grade
standing in front of each Station. The first grade began on their own with
their 8th grade leader; the second grade then followed the first, and the
third followed the second, and continued in that order. It was a pleasantly
warm night, so getting wet would not have been too uncomfortable.
However, it would have been an interruption in the prayers so the teachers
were especially grateful that the maintenance crew graciously agreed to
shut off the regularly scheduled sprinkler system for that night. 

At the end of the evening, the children gathered at the picnic tables to
receive their annual Easter gift from their teachers. Each child was given
a candy filled plastic Easter egg to take home. Some traditions are just too
difficult to break!!!

Religious Education Enjoys a

Wednesday Evening Outdoors Altar Servers at

Chrism Mass

by Eleanor Dioso

On April 4 of this year, our Altar
Server Ministry participated once
again in the Chrism Mass at the
Cathedral Basilica in St. Augustine.
During one of the most solemn and

significant Masses of the Catholic
Church, Bishop Felipe Estevez

blessed the oil of catechumens, the oil
of the sick, and the oil of chrism. These

three oils are used by churches in the diocese
to administer sacraments throughout the year. The Mass was fully
attended and was standing room only. All the parishes in the diocese were
well represented with their own priests and altar servers. Of course, CTK
was led by Father Thanh and Father Pawel. The Altar Server Ministry
came with the Altar Server team, Mr. Do and servers from both English
and Vietnamese Masses. 

Congratulations to this years Comfirmandi
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by Father John Higgins

Not long ago I wrote an article about a situa-
tion in which I witnessed a man in an emergency
room who was “brought back” from death due
to cardiac arrest. A lot of people enjoyed that
article. And it’s good that we have such things to
give us all a taste of what God can and does do
in people’s lives. But it’s not very often, and it’s
not something we can witness ourselves, usual-
ly.

I’ve seen other miracles too; but of the more
“garden variety” version. This doesn’t mean that
they are any less important, but that we may see
them every day if we make the right decisions
and take the right action.

Nearly ten years ago I was assigned to a very
large parish close to the central coast of
California. The people of the parish were most-
ly Hispanic, many of whom worked on farms
picking lettuce or strawberries. The parish was
very active and the people were very devoted to
the Sacraments. The Church would seat 1400
people and most of the nine Sunday Masses
were full. On Saturday evenings we’d have
about four hundred people for Confession, for
two Priests. It was exhausting physically, but the
people lifted the spirit of the Priests and it was a
wonderful experience.

But there was a problem. There were two
large Spanish Language Prayer groups which
met in the Parish Hall on two different nights.
They were fighting with each other. Something
had happened between the groups several years
before and though nobody could remember
exactly what it was, they were all still angry
over it and still held resentments. There were
mean comments and even attempts to sabotage
each others prayer meetings and events. It had
gotten pretty nasty.

The leaders of one group made an appoint-
ment with me to see if I would reprimand the

other group. On a Saturday morning they
crowded into my office to tell me their griev-
ances and ask what I’d do about it. When they
finished telling me what the other group had
said about them and done to them they paused
for my judgment. After all, I was their pastor
and I should take a stand with them; or so they
thought. What came out of my mouth was not
my own idea. I hadn’t even thought about it
when I said, “You have to wash their feet. I
mean, literally, you have to wash their feet.”

The members of the group objected, arguing
that they were the ones who were injured; they
were the ones who were right. Why should they
do this? I just repeated it. One elderly woman
began to smile and the group looked at her. She
said, “The Padre is right. This is what we must
do.”

So they did. They got their children and
grandchildren together to help. On the evening
of the other prayer group’s meeting they gath-
ered outside and began. About 30 children, car-
rying candles started the procession into the
parish hall where the meeting was being held.
Someone turned off the lights so that the chil-
dren’s candles were the only thing lighting the
room. The adults followed, carrying pitchers
and large bowls, some plastic, others ceramic.
They had towels with them. At first the people in
the room were shocked; then they realized what
was happening. The people with the pitchers and
bowls knelt at the feet of the others and removed
their footwear, washed their feet and dried them
with a towel. When they were finished they sim-
ply carried the pitchers and bowls back outside.
The people in the prayer group followed them
and asked for forgiveness. There were hugs and
tears and laughter in the parking lot.

Now the parish has one Spanish Speaking
Prayer Group, and it meets on TWO nights.

The miracle of the Resurrection comes about
through humility, sacrifice and even pain. What

do we need to do to allow God to work that mir-
acle in our lives today? It is the willingness to do
His Will that leads to Heaven.

about the author

Father John Higgins

Fr. Higgins was born in Indiana. His moth-
er brought him to California when he was about
three years old. They lived in South Gate,
Covina, Lynwood and then in 1965 they moved
to Downey. Fr. Higgins attended Downey High
School for two years and graduated from there
in 1967. He attended Cerritos Community
College, worked in Downey, Bellflower, and
Long Beach before entering the Seminary in
1974. He was ordained to the Priesthood in
1981, has served as Campus Minister and
Religion Teacher at Bishop Garcia Diego High
School in Santa Barbara, and worked in seven
parishes before his assignment to St. Raymond
Parish in 2003. He also currently serves as the
Chaplain at Downey Fire Department – serving
both firefighters and victims.

Easter Miracle
submitted by Sam Clements

reprinted with permission 

taken from St. Peter’s List website: www.stpeterslist.com 

Come Sing With Us
By Yolanda Cerqueira 

We are the funeral choir at Christ the King
Church. As such, it is our pleasure to bring the
gift of music and song to those who are grieving
the loss of a loved one.  It is a ministry that was
born out of a need to give solace at a time it is
most needed. The choir was the idea of our for-
mer choir director, Bernie Sans, and has contin-
ued on under the most capable hands of our
present choir director, Tina Harrell. 

This article is being written because the
members of this choir are diminishing fast.
When the choir began we were about fifteen or
sixteen strong but due to moves, retirements,
and even deaths we are dwindling down from a
once mighty choir to a few precious souls who
continue to come as they deem it important. And
it is! 

Those of you who have suffered the loss of
a loved one and have experienced a funeral
Mass at Christ the King understand how much
the music means to you and your loved one.
When the bereaved individual goes to the
Rectory to make final arrangements as to
Scripture readings and hymns our choir director,
Tina, always suggests  that the family members
themselves pick out the hymns to be sung at the
Mass. It is not unusual for the loved one to pick

out those hymns that were favorites of the per-
son who had died.  A funeral Mass without
music can be very depressing; but when music is
added it somehow puts a comforting balm on
wounded spirits. 

Tina has mentioned that it is very common
for family members to come up to her during the
funeral reception in the Shirley David Hall to let
her know how much the singing of the hymns
meant to the family. Music seems to have the
power to soothe a grieving soul. 

The Funeral Choir Ministry is one that does
not take much of your time but what you receive
from that short period of time is immeasurable.
Let me tell you about some of the fringe benefits
for being part of the funeral choir. First of all
there are NO rehearsals. You do not have to try
out and you do not have to have a voice like
Celine Dion to be part of this ministry. If that
were so, this writer would have long been
shown the door marked “exit.” 

You only have to have the desire to sing and
remember that it is the Good Lord who gave you
your voice and He wants you to use it to praise
Him in song. Also one does not have to be pres-
ent at every funeral as sometimes we have
appointments or prior commitments. One of the
nicest benefits of the funeral choir is looking
forward to the reception that follows. The food

is always delicious and you have the company
of your fellow choir members and probably
know some of the parishioners who attended the
funeral.

This is the perfect ministry for those who are
retired. You have the chance to give something
back to your parish community and it takes very
little of your time. Any time you have the oppor-
tunity to praise God in song and at the same time
bring comfort to those who mourn seems like a
win-win opportunity.  

The funeral choir is waiting for you. All you
have to do is show up or if you wish you may
speak to Tina after Mass. We really need you
and so we say, “Come Sing With Us.”
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submitted by Darlene O’Neal

Each year members of the RCIA class are asked to submit a few words
about their experiences while on their faith journey leading up to the
Easter Vigil. The following comments were submitted for sharing with
our fellow parishioners. May God continue to bless our new Catholics as
they are welcomed into our parish family. 

“I have recently completed the RCIA program at
Christ the King Catholic Church. It has been an

extraordinary and enlightening experience to say
the least. I was raised with a minimal religious
upbringing so at first everything was a little
overwhelming. Thanks to the help and
guidance of Deacon James, George, my
sponsor Jean, and the other candidates I
became much more comfortable and
eventually felt a sense of belonging. I know I
still have much to learn and my journey is

only just now beginning. I know that I will not
be on this journey alone thanks to my new

friends and family at Christ the King. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank the entire RCIA

team for their help and support and for sharing their
knowledge with me. God bless you all.”

Sincerely, Kimberly Cripe 

“Throughout my journey in RCIA I have
learned more about the Catholic religion than I
ever did before. When I had questions, no
matter how small, there was an entire group
with me to answer them and not once did I
feel silly for asking. That has to be the best
feeling that has come from this entire
experience - I have never once felt alone. I
not only have a closer relationship with Christ

now, but also have made friends and have
become part of a welcoming community at

Christ the King.”
Holly Leighton

“I have had a wonderful experience in the
RCIA program. I have deepened my faith in
Christ and have enjoyed becoming part of
the Christ the King family. Receiving the
sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation
and receiving the Eucharist for the first
time was a wonderful, spiritual experience
for me. I look forward to the future as I
continue on my journey as a member of the
Catholic Church.”

Sincerely, Saxon Pratt  

“My experience with RCIA at Christ the King has been a beautiful
introduction to Catholic life. From the first time I
walked through the door, everyone has been
warm and friendly, exemplifying the love of
Christ. I felt immediately accepted and
welcomed. Throughout the bi-weekly
lectures and discussions, the pastoral staff,
team members and sponsors have been
supportive, yet challenging. Everyone is
so knowledgable and eager to answer our
questions any time. I have learned so
much; this amazing journey has deepened
my spiritual walk and I am truly blessed to
have been a part of such a wonderful group. I
look forward to fully joining the parish family
and continuing to grow in Christ, as I see this is just
the beginning.”

Gratefully, ReTina- Marie Humphries

“The RCIA process has been one of the best decisions I have made in
my life. I have looked forward to the class every Wednesday night and
seeing all the friends I have met. We will always share a special bond.
Deacon James, George and all the sponsors have given us tremendous
support and spiritual guidance along the way. All the tools are there. It is
up to us to use them.”

Jane McAlee

“RCIA was an experience of enlightenment. RCIA,
to me, was a gathering of individuals who came
together to learn and speak about the Catholic
faith, and what it was all about. I learned as
much as I could during our time and whatever
I had no knowledge of, I looked at my
sponsor, Mary Rouse, for support. Mary was
and is a great sponsor and whatever
difficulties came about during my time in
RCIA, she was there and very supportive -
VERY SUPPORTIVE, and I love her for
that. The different ceremonies that were a part
of RCIA were heartfelt, touching and beautiful.
They made me feel like I was indeed welcomed
into Christ the King parish. Everything that I went
through was absolutely amazing and the RCIA staff
were exceptional. Thank you RCIA staff for making this transition easy
for me and my family.”

Abigail Horton

“No matter what your reason for
joining the Catholic Church, the RCIA
process is a very welcoming experience.
Thank you to all the team members.”

John Abercrombie

“My parents participated in RCIA about six
years ago and have been a true example of the
Catholic (works based) faith and what it means
to be “all in” and therefore, I felt a little
intimidated. I had no idea what to expect and
quickly realized that it was going to be a
completely amazing experience. The support
of the RCIA team and my sponsors (my
mother and father) was and still is something
that I was completely surprised by. The
experience of RCIA was educational,
motivating and spiritually enlightening. To
realize salvation through what the Catholic faith
has to offer is overwhelmingly incredible and it is
easy to not feel worthy at times. Deacon James, George
and the rest of the RCIA team made each of us feel as though we were part
of the Christ the King community from the first day. The culmination of
this journey during the events of Holy week were more than I was
prepared for. I recall the procession on Palm Sunday from the gym to the
church, being anointed with oil and receiving my first Eucharist after
Confirmation, and finally becoming a Catholic. I was overcome with
emotion, one that I had not experienced previously and at that point
realized that I was part of something bigger than myself…that I was a part
of a community based faith that had already accepted me regardless of
who I was or where I had come from. I would challenge everyone to make
the time to attend RCIA and rediscover all that the Catholic faith has to
offer. Thank you to the entire RCIA team and most of  all…my parents.”

Michelle Wright    

RCIA Comments
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by Darlene O’Neal

The Easter Vigil is always a
beautiful night, and this year was no
different. The Vigil began at sun-
down with the Service of Light. The
RCIA class, along with their spon-
sors and other parishioners, gathered
around the fire pit as the Paschal
candle was lit and blessed by Father
Thanh. Prayers were said as Father
inserted into the candle five particles
of incense placed in the form of a
cross. The candle is used to bless the
baptismal water when it is immersed
into the water. It is also used to light
the candles of the newly baptized.

The Mass began with Father Paul
Duda chanting the Easter
Proclamation, the Exultet. Since the

ninth century, this ancient hymn of praise of the risen Christ has been sung
over the Paschal Candle as part of the Roman tradition. The Liturgy of the

Word reflected on the story of creation and concluded with the resurrec-
tion of Christ. Some of the readings reflect on Baptism, in which those
who lived in darkness and death are buried, and are baptized in Christ,
filled with the light and life.

The Easter Vigil is the time when those who have been preparing to
become Catholic enter the church. This year there were three people who
were baptized, confirmed, and received the Holy Eucharist. They were
John Abercrombie, Charna’e Washington, and Saxon Pruitt.

Receiving the sacrament of Confirmation and Eucharist were:
Kimberly Cripe, Jane McAlee, Charles Washington, Doretha Washington,
William Miller and Michelle Wright. Those to be confirmed by Bishop
Esteves on Pentecost Sunday at the Cathedral in St. Augustine are: Abigail
Horton, Holly Germaine, and Daniel Smith. ReTina-Marie Humphries,
Michelle Kargbo, Sharon and Roberto Andrande will receive the sacra-
ments at a later date. 

The sponsors who gave so much of their time are: Tina Parker, Ann
Fewell, Rosa Jeffrey, Samantha Fewell, Cheyenne Hitchcock, Jean Sell,
Donald and Jean Maroney, Mary Jo Hiers, Tammy Foxworth, Berry and
Norma Landers, Joesue Hernandez, Carol and Michael Warwin, and Mary
Rouse. Thank you.

As always, special thanks to Director Deacon James Scott,
Coordinator George Barletta, Spiritual Advisor Father Paul Duda, and the
RCIA team: Mary Jo Hiers, Berry and Norma Landers, Jeff Kress, Louie
and Darlene O’Neal, Kevin Wolfe, and especially Mary Rouse, who also
served as godmother to her candidate’s two children. This group of peo-
ple are dedicated to serving God and Christ the King parish.

The beautifully decorated church and the equally beautiful music by
the King’s Choir made this a truly special Easter Vigil. Thank you to
Kevin Wolfe for his photography and to all who made this night so spe-
cial.

The Easter Vigil — RCIA Class of 2012
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Divine Mercy
by Nick Winiewicz

All of us have seen the image of Divine
Mercy and heard about the Chaplet, and many of
us have been reciting the Chaplet for some time.
But, how many of us know the story and
meaning behind the image?

The story starts with Helen Kowalska, a
poor, uneducated Polish peasant born on August
25, 1905. From an early age, Helen felt a calling
to the ordained life and after several attempts
and failures, finally joined the Sisters of Our
Lady of Mercy on August 1, 1925. She died on
October 5, 1938, and was canonized a Saint by
Pope John Paul II on Divine Mercy Sunday,
April 30, 2000.

During her short life, Sister Faustina
experienced many direct visions of Jesus and
Mother Mary. She was shown the souls in
torment in purgatory and was asked to pray for
them to free them from their agony. Jesus
explained to her that He is mercy itself and is
burning with the desire to give us His mercy if
only we ask for it. The message of mercy is that
God loves us – all of us – no matter how great
our sins, so that we call upon Him with trust,
receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to
others. Thus, all will come to share His joy. 

Jesus told Sister Faustina, “I desire that you
know more profoundly the love that burns in my
heart for souls, and you will understand this
when you meditate upon My Passion. Call upon
my mercy on behalf of sinners; I desire their
salvation. When you say this prayer with a
contrite heart and with faith on behalf of some
sinner, I will give him the grace of conversion.
This is the prayer: O Blood and Water, which
gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fount
of Mercy for us, I trust in You.”

He further said, “Paint an image according
to the pattern you see with the signature: Jesus,
I trust in You. I promise that the soul that will
venerate this image will not perish. I also
promise victory over enemies already here on
earth, especially at the hour of death. I Myself
will defend it as My own glory. I am offering
people a vessel with which they are to keep
coming for graces to the fountain of mercy. That
vessel is this image with the signature: Jesus I
trust in You. I desire that this image be
venerated, first in your chapel, and then
throughout the world. The two rays denote
Blood and Water. The pale ray stands for the
Water which makes souls righteous. The red ray
stands for the Blood which is the life of souls.
These two rays issued forth from the depths of
My tender mercy when My agonized Heart was
opened by a lance on the Cross … Happy is the
one who will dwell in their shelter, for the just
hand of God shall not lay hold of him. By means
of this image I shall grant many graces to souls.
It is to be a reminder of the demand of My
mercy, because even the strongest faith is of no
avail without works.”

“I want the Image to be solemnly blessed on
the first Sunday after Easter, and I want it to be
venerated publicly so that every soul may know
about it.”

The EWTN web site suggests remembering
ABC to help us call to mind His message:

A – Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to
approach Him in prayer constantly, repenting of
our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out
upon us and upon the whole world.

B – Be merciful. God wants us to receive
His mercy and let it flow through us to others.
He wants us to extend love and forgiveness to
others just as He does to us.

C – Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us
to know that the graces of His mercy are

dependent upon our trust. The more we trust in
Jesus, the more we will receive.

Jesus gave Sister Faustina the Chaplet,
asking that it be prayed daily at the three o’clock
hour if at all possible, and also be prayed for
people that are near death. The chaplet is prayed
on the rosary as follows:

Pray the Our Father
Pray the Hail Mary
Pray the Apostles Creed
On the large beads, pray “Eternal Father, I offer

you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity
of Your dearly beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus
Christ in atonement for our sins of those of
the whole world”

On the small beads, pray “For the sake of His
sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on
the whole world.”

At the end of five decades, pray three times
“Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy
Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the
whole world”

Conclude by praying, “Eternal God, in whom
mercy is endless and the treasury of
compassion inexhaustible, look kindly upon
us and increase Your mercy in us, that in
difficult moments we might not despair nor
become despondent, but with great
confidence submit ourselves to Your holy
will, which is Love and Mercy itself.”

This powerful prayer unleashes a torrent of
mercy from Jesus to the person being prayed for,
and Jesus fulfills his promise of freedom from
punishment. A number of us have started a new
ministry at Christ the King, where we will pray
the Chaplet for anyone who is near death. To
join our ministry contact Alick Hardie at (904)
745-9873 or if you have need of prayers contact
Carol Warwin at (904)724-0080. If you cannot
reach Carol, please contact Alick Hardie. We are
a telephone prayer network and when the need
arises will pray the Chaplet wherever we are.

I strongly encourage all to read the Diary of
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska if you have not
already done so. You will learn just how much
Jesus loves each and every one of us, wants us
to join Him in heaven, and agonizes over the
souls that reject Him. You will also see how
Jesus answered Sister Faustina’s prayers and
requests and how much she suffered to free
souls from sin. Jesus instituted a Novena to St.
Faustina which can be said anytime, and is
encouraged especially for Easter week,
beginning on Good Friday and ending on the
Saturday before Divine Mercy Sunday. His
prayers for each day:

1. “Today bring to Me ALL MANKIND,

ESPECIALLY ALL SINNERS, and
immerse them in the ocean of My mercy. In
this way you will console Me in the bitter
grief into which the loss of souls plunges
Me.
2. Today bring to me THE SOULS OF
PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS, and immerse
them in My unfathomable mercy. It was they
who gave Me strength to endure My bitter
Passion. Through them as through channels
My mercy flows out upon mankind.
3. Today bring to me ALL DEVOUT AND
FAITHFUL SOULS, and immerse them in
My mercy. These souls brought Me
consolation on the Way of the Cross. They
were that drop of consolation in the midst of
an ocean of bitterness.
4. Today bring to me THOSE WHO DO
NOT BELIEVE IN GOD AND THOSE
WHO DO NOT YET KNOW ME. I was
thinking also of them during My bitter
Passion, and their future zeal comforted My
Heart. Immerse them in the ocean of My
mercy.
5. Today bring to me THE SOULS OF
THOSE WHO HAVE SEPARATED
THEMSELVES FROM MY CHURCH, and
immerse them in the ocean of My mercy.
During My bitter Passion they tore at My
Body and Heart, that is, My Church. As they
return to unity with the Church My wounds
heal and in this way they alleviate My
Passion.
6. Today bring to me THE MEEK AND
HUMBLE SOULS AND THE SOULS OF
LITTLE CHILDREN, and immerse them in
My mercy. These souls most closely
resemble My Heart. They strengthened Me
during My bitter agony. I saw them as
earthly Angels, who will keep vigil at My
altars. I pour out upon them whole torrents
of grace. Only the humble soul is capable of
receiving My grace. I favor humbler souls
with My confidence.
7. Today bring to me THE SOULS WHO
ESPECIALLY VENERATE AND
GLORIFY MY MERCY, and immerse them
in My mercy. These souls sorrowed most
over my Passion and entered most deeply
into My spirit. They are living images of My
Compassionate Heart. These souls will shine
with a special brightness in the next life. Not
one of them will go into the fire of hell. I
shall particularly defend each one of them at
the hour of death.
8. Today bring to me THE SOULS WHO
ARE DETAINED IN PURGATORY, and
immerse them in the abyss of My mercy. Let
the torrents of My Blood cool down their
scorching flames. All these souls are greatly
loved by Me. They are making retribution to
My justice. It is in your power to bring them
relief. Draw all the indulgences from the
treasury of My Church and offer them on
their behalf. Oh, if you only knew the
torments they suffer, you would continually
offer for them the alms of the spirit and pay
off their debt to My justice.
9. Today bring to me SOULS WHO HAVE
BECOME LUKEWARM, and immerse
them in the abyss of My mercy. These souls
wound My Heart most painfully. My soul
suffered the most dreadful loathing in the
Garden of Olives because of lukewarm
souls. They are the reason I cried out,
‘Father, take this cup away from Me, if it be
Your will.’ For them the last hope of
salvation is to run to My mercy.”

JESUS, I TRUST IN YOU.
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Blessing of the Baskets
by Mary Ann Sullivan

Holy Saturday holds rituals rich in
tradition within our Catholic faith. Many
are familiar with the Easter Vigil with the
blessing of the fire, the paschal candle and
the welcoming of the catechumens into
our faith. But did you know about the
ceremony that takes place earlier in the
day, the blessing of the baskets? And no,
you won’t find a chocolate bunny within
these baskets.

Blessing of the baskets originated as
far back as the 15th century in many of the
Eastern European countries. When people

migrated to the United States they brought there symbolic tradition with
them. The Polish-American community is one culture that embraces this
Easter tradition.

There is rich symbolism in the various foods that are brought to be
blessed. Many times a white napkin or cloth will line the basket to
represent the shroud of Jesus. A lamb-shape made of butter, sugar or
dough stands for Jesus as our Paschal lamb. (I recall from my youth in
Buffalo, NY always seeing the butter lamb at Easter time). The hard-
cooked eggs represented new life and the rising of Christ from His
tomb. Breads were symbols of the bread of life. Meats were symbols of
Christ resurrected. The promise of good things to come in our eternal
life is represented by sweets. Each food has special meaning. 

Once Father has blessed the food it is taken home to be eaten on
Easter Sunday.

If you missed the opportunity to attend this culturally rich service,
look for it next year. It will be more meaningful than that chocolate
bunny.

by Mitzi Vergenz

How can we ask Him for all the things He
would have us hope for if we do not know, by
contemplating the sanctity of the Immaculate
Virgin, what great things He has power to
accomplish in the souls of man?

Thomas Merton, New Seeds of
Contemplation, pg. 174

These last few months, I’ve been looking
into the practice of contemplative prayer, trying
to practice being in God’s presence and
listening, instead of trying to impress Him with
all the Catholic prayers I’ve learned. As I have
been reading and listening to teachers, I find that
the hardest prayer to do is to shut up and listen,
to empty your mind and quiet down your soul,
so God can get a word in edgewise. He is not
“out there”; He is “in here”, Christ lives in me,
and the more that I empty out my selfishness
and ego, the more I see Him, not only in me, but
in others around me. Now, He graciously
accepts my rosary recitations and Divine Mercy
chaplets and petitions for my family and friends,
but He doesn’t need them. I need them, I need to
give them to Him as an expression of my love.
Often, they are a way to spend time with Him,
so I feel like I’m doing something.

I have come to value quiet time. As I was
sitting in the darkened church at the start of

Easter Vigil, it was very quiet for a long time,
and I was thinking about different things. Tina
was sitting at the organ, her face lit up by the
small light on the organ. She looked very happy.
The Lord spoke to me, saying, see Tina there?
She has served me faithfully all her life. She has
had tough times, and been through a lot, but now
this is one of the happiest times in her life.
Mitzi, this can be the happiest time of your life,
too. I can do that for you. It was one of the most
meaningful Easter vigils I have participated in.
Seeing my fellow church members, knowing
some of their stories, how God has worked in
our fellowship, gives hope to me that God will
be there for me, too. Just following Suzette and
Nick Gagnon’s story on Caring Bridge, I can see
the hand of God, bringing good out of a bad
situation.

My beliefs about the Virgin Mary have been
evolving. As a convert from the Protestant
tradition, I couldn’t see how Mary would be any
more of a saint than the apostle Peter. We don’t
venerate Peter, do we? Do Catholics worship
Mary? If it walks like a duck and quacks like a
duck…. I had a lot of issues with Catholic
doctrine on Mary. 

Starting with my Advent conversion in
2009, when God sent me a rosary (see the
Courier articles), I’ve had to come to grips with
the truth of Catholic teaching. The Magnificat is
found in scripture, that Mary proclaims that the

mighty God has done great things for me. The
angel Gabriel’s message of Hail Mary, full of
grace, the Lord is with you – God allowed her to
be full of grace, He gifted her with His grace, it
wasn’t her doing. But she did have to make the
decision to cooperate, to let it be done to me
according to your word. We have the record in
scripture of God’s actions and her actions.

If, at Easter vigil, I was touched by the
models of Christian life around me, how much
more will I be touched by studying the life of
Mary? If God can do such great things for her,
why could He not do great things for me? Now,
there is the little matter of cooperation. Mary did
not have an easy life. How heartbreaking it must
have been to follow her Son’s career, including
all the persecution from the Jewish church
leaders. How do you reconcile such things in
your heart, unless the Lord is with you? To
continue to believe in spite of the crucifixion, to
accept what God had dealt her, how devastating
this must have been. Then to see Him again,
risen from the dead, what mighty things God has
done! How her soul must have expanded from
this experience.

It seems that Mary would be a good role
model for me if I am hoping to follow Jesus.

Maybe all this devotion I see to the blessed
Virgin Mary, especially during the month of
May, is a good thing.

For the Mighty God Has Done

Great Things for Me

Noel - I know Easter is about Jesus dies, than he rises. First Communion
is about getting a little piece of Christ body.

There was a little boy in the store when I was talking about the
questions I asked and he said he could answer the questions. He did not
give me his name. He said he knew all about Easter that “It was a time to
give up eating candy and watching too much TV. Then Easter Sunday
everyone is happy because Jesus came back alive again.” He kept talking,
saying he made his First Communion last year he said he had been
learning about God and Jesus all his life. He was very excited when he
could taste Jesus and knew a part of Jesus would be inside of him.

Questions on Lent &

First Communion
by Charm I. Saults

I was able to interview the First Communion Class on Wednesday,
February 15.

I asked them two questions: Tell me what Easter means to you? What
have you learned about First Communion?

James - Easter is about celebrating Lent, this is a time for Jesus. First
communion is about going up to the priest and receiving something
small and dry.

Isabelle - I think Easter is about celebration time and caring about
others. I think First Communion is about the special sacrament of
Jesus and making a confession.

Abby - Easter is having fun and finding Easter eggs and thinking about
Jesus. First Communion is the sacramenting of Jesus having the
body and blood of Christ.

Mar - Easter we can find lots of eggs, Lent we give up something we
like. First Communion we have been going to a room and learning
about Jesus and confession.

Matthew - Easter is the celebration of Lent that is about Jesus. First
Communion after confession you than receive body and blood of
Christ.

Zachary - Easter is to celebrate what the spirit is telling us to give
something to someone, I gave my Legos away and it felt good. First
Communion is about how you treat God and God’s son Jesus. You
treat God and Jesus good when you go to church and you sit quietly
and if everyone sings, you sing and if everyone prays, you pray.
Everyone goes up front to get a little piece of bread you go up front
too.

Emily - Easter is about Jesus, when he died he rose again from the dead.
First Communion is about receiving a symbol of the body of Christ
and confession before.

Jacob - I think Lent is about giving up something you like a lot and
caring for your family. I think First Communion is about more
caring, love and receiving the body of Christ.

Monica - I think Easter is a new life for Jesus. First Communion is to
clarify a sacrament after you tell a priest if you have been bad.

Jessica - Easter is celebrating Jesus rising after he died. First
Communion is eating the bread which is Jesus body.

Grant - Easter after Lent Jesus rises from the dead. First Communion is
about receiving a symbol of Christ body.
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A video presentation to the students of Christ The King School, Morning
Star School/CTK Religious Ed and the  Vietnamese Community

by Susan Riker

(Before video)
Good Morning/Afternoon! Father Thanh has asked that I come to

speak with you today about the Mission Trip to Kingston, Jamaica which
he and a group of Christ the King parishioners made in October. First I
would like to give you the background of how this trip came about.

Three years ago Father Thanh and a small group of 14 parishioners
(myself included) participated in a 30 week study class on “Social
Justice.” This was a very deep study covering many important topics such
as poverty, immigration, racism, human trafficking, global environment,
homelessness, fair trade etc. Basically, we studied issues that emphasized
the sanctity of all human life and the dignity of every human person with
compassion, especially for the poor and vulnerable, according to our
Catholic social teaching. We read many books, had much weekly
homework and participated in many immersion activities on weekends. In
the end, we all found that we had gained much knowledge, grown in our
faith journey and became closer to God. But with this knowledge we also
felt the responsibility to “do something” with what we had learned.
Individually we all found ways to put our faith into action, but we also felt
the need to do something “as a group.”  After much planning, it was
decided that we would make a trip to visit Father Ho Lung and the
Missionaries of the Poor who live the Gospel message of Jesus by serving
the poor and most abandoned people of Kingston, Jamaica.

The video you are about to see captures the journey to Jamaica of the
8 members who were able to make the trip. I would like you to listen
closely to the words of the songs which convey the message and the
spirit of our experience! Although the people you will see may look
different than those you may experience from day to day, I would like you
to see them with the eyes and heart of Jesus and think of them as your
“friends.” I will speak to you a little more at the end of the video. Thank
you!

(After video)
And so, you have just gotten a glimpse of the special people of

Jamaica who have touched Father Thanh’s and my heart deeply and who
we now consider as “friends.” I want you to know something about every
individual you have just seen in this video. The boys and girls are just like
each of YOU boys or girls and the ladies and men are just like your moms
or dads, or aunts and uncles - they just have not been blessed with the
same opportunities that you and I have been. What we must never forget
however, is that they too are indeed “God’s children” just as each of you
and I am!   Many of the children are very crippled with their limbs so
twisted, as you saw in the video, that they cannot walk or sit or feed
themselves¼they remain in cribs or beds 24 hours a day – day after day
after day. They will never have the opportunity to play on a sports team,
attend gymnastic or dance class, ride a bike or skateboard, swim in the
pool or surf in the ocean.  Most of the ladies, men and children are very
mentally challenged and are unable to talk, read or think intelligently as
you and I. We were not able to have a conversation with any of the people
we served except for the one gentleman in the wheelchair. These children,
ladies and men have NOTHING more than what you saw in the video -
no toys, TVs, games, books or any of the many luxuries which we are so
very accustomed to. Yet, because the Brothers care for each of them so
lovingly as they make certain their basic needs are met, it is easy to see
the joyful response they each give back. These children, ladies and men
respond and feel the love coming from a simple touch!

As children of God, Jesus calls us to be “our brother’s keeper.” We
must always know and understand our responsibility to reach out to others
with love and kindness, especially the less fortunate, for that is how we

show compassion. It
begins in your own
homes, branches out
into our schools and
community and
reaches out to the
much bigger world in
which we live. 

Most of you will
probably never visit
and see or experience
firsthand the kind of
poverty or conditions
which you have seen
in this video - but
that doesn’t mean
you cannot do something to help. Such needs can not or should not be
forgotten or ignored!

I am going to share a secret with all of you¼something my own
grandchildren have heard me tell them over and over and over. My hope
is that when they get a little bit older they will not need Grandma to
remind them, but will feel in their hearts and know for themselves this
important message¼don’t ever let anyone tell you, “it doesn’t matter”
OR “that YOU can’t make a difference!” You may only be a young
student right now, but you do have the power to make a difference!!
Everything we do always has an effect on someone/something else.
Always remember, when you open up your mind and heart and act
with the eyes and hands of Jesus, every single act of kindness and love
creates a rippling effect which, little by little, has the power to change
the world.

You might be asking yourself, “So what can I do to help? How can I
help someone so far away?” And my answer—-Go home and talk with
your parents/relatives/friends about the people you saw in this video and
let them know you want to help—-YOU want to make a difference!

Then, during your Lenten journey, a time of sacrifice and reflection,
decide to get involved with Christ the King Parish’s Collection Drive to
help the Missionaries Of The Poor and the people whom they serve. You
will be given a list showing the items which are greatly needed by the
Missionaries Of The Poor which help them provide the care to all the
people you have just seen in the video. This collection drive is your
opportunity to say, “I CAN make a difference!” You CAN become “Your
Brother’s Keeper” with every item you donate.

When you think of God’s question, “What did you do for the least of
my children?” What will YOUR answer be? Remember LOVE may be a
small word but it has a BIG meaning and delivers a powerful message!
With your donations YOU will be showing love and compassion for your
brothers and sisters in Jamaica and be helping to change the world for
each of them.

All items collected will be sent to the Missionaries Of The Poor who
walk in faith with the Lord that their needs will be met to enable them to
continue their good works. The Missionaries Of The Poor receive no
government assistance for the work they are doing but rely instead on the
caring efforts of people such as you and me. Even with our own economic
struggles here in the United States at this time, I can assure each of you
that everyone in this room is far more abundantly rich than those you have
just seen in this video or in many other parts of the world. Let’s sacrifice
a little extra this Lent to provide some basic necessities to those less
fortunate than ourselves.

I know the efforts and the donations of items which you make during
this Lenten project will show Father Ho Lung and the Brothers that the
students of Christ the King School, Morning Star School, CTK Religious
Ed Program and the Vietnamese Community of Christ the King Parish
believe that by putting their faith in action, they too CAN make a
difference in the lives of their fellow brothers and sisters in Jamaica! I also
know how very grateful they will be to receive your donations. Lastly, I
want to let you know that Father Ho Lung and some of the Brothers of the
Missionaries Of The Poor will be visiting Christ The King Parish in June.
How exciting and special that will be! They will be here to tell us more
about their mission work and will also be performing a special concert for
us.  Be sure to take the time to come and listen to Father Ho Lung speak
in church during that visit. What a wonderful opportunity to meet these
extraordinary people who have devoted their life to living the Gospel
message of Jesus Christ daily! 

On behalf of Father Thanh and myself, thank you for being so
attentive to the special appeal I have made to you this morning. May your
response be grounded in faith and prayer and may God bless each of you!

Our Brothers Keeper
Jamaican Mission Trip Video Presentation
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by Mickey Kenny

We have all heard of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society, but knowing the name and

understanding the mission are not the
same thing! Here at Christ the King
we are exceptionally fortunate to
have a pastor who supports the St.
Vincent de Paul Society in every
way; the money in the poor box

comes to us; there is a collection
envelope for the St. Vincent de Paul

Society once a year; we are allowed to act
independently as our Conference charter

directs us; we have been allocated an office in the rectory; and we have
phone service through the Christ the King phone system. 

Obviously, we are fortunate to have the support of our pastor.
Each parish has the opportunity to have a St. Vincent de Paul Society.

Our neighbors – those who live within our parish borders regardless of
their religious preference – are also fortunate. We have few rules for help-
ing those who seek our assistance and work hard to let our clients know
that we are glad they have known we are there to help and to be the hands
and feet of Jesus. We can’t do everything and we know that. Therefore
there are some guidelines we have adopted to help us do the most. 

Why are we unable to help those folks who live outside our parish
border? We are not an agency, we are a religious society with a mission to
love God by helping those in need. Each parish has to have the same
opportunity to serve God through helping others. This helps to concen-
trate our efforts in the most giving way.

We all have had times when we needed some kind of assistance, but
we simply didn’t have the “ability” to call and ask someone for that help.
Why not? There are as many answers to that as there are people who need
help and don’t ask for it. Here is what would happen if you did make that
call to the St. Vincent de Paul line.

First, it must be noted that ALL calls to the phone line are answered
with a return phone call. No calls are ignored or passed over. The message
our clients hear when they call asks them to leave their name, address, and
a phone number where they can be reached. We specifically ask that these
numbers be local and are unblocked. Why unblocked? Volunteers make
the calls to clients to arrange for a home visit and it is not proper to give
our own personal phone numbers. In order to help anyone we must be able
to reach them. Calls will be answered within 72 hours with a return call.

A few statistics may be of interest. So far in 2012 (4-14-12) we
have received 440 calls; but it’s only mid-April and usually the
first three months are slow. In all of 2011 we received 2,062 calls:

t 5 bad phone number
t 28 call back with information (didn’t have or couldn’t hear name,
address, etc.)
t 4 third party calls – we do not take these calls except to have the
real person call back
t 38 calls were referred to other known agencies

t 29 calls were for financial assistance too close to financial assis-
tance already given
t 31 calls were received from callers who hoped they would be vis-
ited more quickly if they called back several times in one day
t 15 calls were made by people who could not be reached in any
way
t 70 calls were received from people who could not be given assis-
tance through our society: we are unable to pay for motels, we cannot
provide assistance with moving, we cannot usually find a place for
someone to live, etc. It is always hard to say “No,” but volunteers have
to have love for those calling for help coupled with the humility to
know that we cannot do everything 
t 246 calls came from as far away as 103rd Street. We should be
grateful for our reputation for helping, and we refer these calls to other
parishes in their area if we know of a St. Vincent de Paul Society in
that parish
t 1596 home visits to answer needs for food, emergency JEA/rental
assistance, and special needs the Holy Spirit guides us to deliver

No one calls to say, “I’m lonely,” or “I just need to know someone
cares about me.” But several people have been brought into our “friend-
ship fold” through repeat home visits and are visited occasionally without
having to call again and again requesting something they really don’t
need.

Most important to your Christ the King StVdP society are the home
visits we make to each and every one of our clients. No assistance is given
without a volunteer visiting in the home of our clients to meet with, talk,
and pray.

In addition, prayer is a vital part of our weekly meetings where, as a
group, we meet to prayerfully recollect that we are a mission to spread the
hope and love of Jesus Christ. It can be too easy to forget our true mission
in the hustle and bustle of performing our tasks. It has always been vital
for each of us to prayerfully reflect on the larger picture.

In addition to our call line for help for our neighborhood, we at Christ
the King are lucky enough to have space provided for an office so that
transients can come for assistance as well. Homeless people have need of
various things and our office is staffed by two volunteers in which we
meet with transients who come by for help Monday through Friday from
10:00 a.m. until noon. Volunteers work to provide bag lunches, informa-
tion regarding assistance in this area, and any other possible needs.

It is sad to know there are only twelve active St. Vincent de Paul
Societies in the fifty-three parishes of the Diocese of St. Augustine, and,
although our parishioners are so very generous with food and cash dona-
tions to our group, there remain only 17 volunteers (4 of these are married
couples who work together) and 7 folks who have assisted occasionally.
Many are old enough to remember a picture of Uncle Sam pointing
straight at you that said, “I want YOU!” Well, picture Jesus pointing
straight at you with the same message!

All you have to do to join is come to the rectory at 7 p.m. Monday
night and ring the doorbell. You will be made warmly welcome. We are
eager to have you join us.

What Happens If I Call?

by Suzanne G. Crittenden

Executive Director, EPS

Despair. That is what best described Marie when she first called
Emergency Pregnancy Services (EPS). She had just learned that her 16-
year-old daughter, a sophomore and honor roll student, was pregnant. The
despair deepened when Marie’s daughter told her she was going to have
an abortion.

“What do I do?” Marie asked us. “How can I make her understand that
there is another way? Our entire family is upside down. I want her to fin-
ish school but I don’t want her to have an abortion.”

So many thoughts, so many questions, so much to take under consid-
eration. EPS invited Marie to take her daughter to our Arlington location,
meet with a counselor and have a free ultrasound. The appointment was
made and when mother and daughter arrived, the tension between the two
was ever so obvious.

Following more than an hour with the counselor, the young teen asked
her mother if she would like to come into the room during the ultrasound.
As the grainy image of a very tiny baby appeared on the screen both moth-
er and daughter were silent. Tears rolled down their cheeks, but not a word
was spoken. Finally, the young mother said, “Mom, what do you think
about us placing our baby for adoption?”

Without a word Marie nodded yes and she embraced her daughter. A
life was saved and the lives of a very special couple will soon be enriched
with the birth of this very special baby.

In 2011, EPS provided services to more than 3,500 women. Of that
number, 2,138 free pregnancy tests were given resulting in 809 testing
positive. Of that number, 102 women stated they wanted to end their preg-
nancies with abortion. Through the support of the community and the
compassionate staff of EPS, 81 women changed their minds and decided
to either parent or place their precious little ones for adoption.

When a crisis pregnancy occurs there are options —- abortion is not
the only answer. When young women and teens come into EPS seeking
answers, our staff lovingly, and without judgment explain the options.
During August, October, and November of 2011, EPS had 100% changed
minds for those women seeking abortions.

Each day hundreds of abortions are performed throughout this coun-
try. At EPS we work tirelessly, along with each of you, to help the young
women and teens in our community understand and value the sanctity of
life.

“I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. Before you
were born I set you apart.” Jeremiah 1:5

Emergency Pregnancy Services

Provides Compassion, Hope and Guidance
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by Tina Caiñas Harrell, CTK Music Director & Liturgist

Just recently, I was received as an Associate of the Sisters of St.
Joseph of St. Augustine and so many of the words of the title of my article
are part of the spiritual blessings I encountered as memories flooded my
heart and the present-day sisters welcomed me with mucho hugs.

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Baden, Pennsylvania, taught me in my
grade school of Holy Rosary in Miami and the Sisters of St. Joseph of St.
Augustine, taught me in my high school of Immaculate-LaSalle in Miami.
They formed my spiritual and academic life in such a way, I’m convinced,
that it has guided me throughout all my years and brought me to this very
place in my life doing what I do at Christ the King: Music and Liturgy.

As many of you know, I am a “Re-vert,” or a returning Catholic after
24 years away. I began my re-newed Catholic life as the Music Director
at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ponte Vedra, in November of 2003. 

Here is the first of the “Full-Circle” Gifts of the Lord to me:

One day, at a funeral Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, I was told that
a Sister was coming in to sing the “Ave Maria” and would come early to

rehearse. To my amazement, up the
aisle came my former High School
Principal: Sister Marie Therese
Edvard! Even after 40+ years, we
immediately recognized each other
and embraced with great joy. During
my senior year, Sister Marie Therese
directed the musical “West Side

Story” and I shared with her
that day at OLSS, how

much I wanted to be
“Maria.” She
remembered. We both
laughed that I still had
that memory, but she

reminded me that she needed me more as
the accompanist and yes, I played the ENTIRE
score of the musical. Between our very busy
schedules, we did not reconnect after that
funeral until this past fall, when in she came again
to sing the “Ave Maria” for a funeral Mass here at Christ
the King!

Here is the second of the “Full-Circle” Gifts of the Lord to me:

After the funeral Mass here at
CTK, Sister Marie René Azar, asked
me to consider becoming an
Associate. Who would’ve ever
guessed that FOUR of my former
high school teachers would be living
at the Motherhouse and that the Lord
would bring these precious and holy
women back into my life. 

Here is the “hindsight and insight” part:

Sister Marie Therese as the principal back then, was dealing with a
high school that mirrored the confusion in our society that often played
out in Miami’s violent street riots, and intense confrontations in schools,
offices and homes due to the 1964 Civil Rights Law and the influx of
Cuban refugees arriving on the Freedom Flights. I was caught in the
middle of it all in my school: I was born in the U.S.A. of Cuban parents.
My childhood friends dropped me because I was “Cuban” and referred to
me as “greasy-Spic.” The Cubans would not associate with me because I
was born here and referred to me as “ésa chúsma” (that scum of the earth).
Whatever black friends I had, decided not to hang out with me because I
was white, and referred to me as “that honky.” My parents were on the
verge of divorce and so my home life was in shambles. I felt so utterly
worthless and lonely, that out of anger and frustration, I did my own fair
share of “acting out” at school, while secretly contemplating suicide. This

amazing Sister of St. Joseph was there for me in so many ways, and was
the right person to lead us all through the most challenging years of social

and adolescent identity crises and
turmoil, not to mention, my own.
The musical “West Side Story”
offered the perfect story for all of us
to relate to, and having to stay

focused on learning
the volumes of
music for it, kept me
out of trouble. This
experience also
inspired me to go on
to college and major
in music. 

Sister Mary
Josepha (the hands-

on-the-hip nun), was the queen of “tough
love” and directed our Glee Club with spiritual
depth, disciplined focus, and musical genius. She
brought us together in song! She also encouraged
me to audition for the city, then regional, and
finally, the state voice competition. I, and
another student, represented Immaculata High
School at a State Choir Festival of all the
winners from all over Florida (over 300 students) right here in
Jacksonville in 1968 at the Florida Theatre. Who would ever have thought
that I would end up living here 40+
years later! Sister’s integrity and
inner-drive helped me in ways that I
may never have the insight to fully
comprehend.

Sister Mary Victor (Sister Marie
René’s blood sister), was my religion
teacher. Her gentle spirit and deep
devotion came through as the kind of
loving support so needed by so many
of us in my junior and senior years.
She loved us and we knew it. It was
easy then, to
understand the love of
God because we saw it
lived out and shared with us so tenderly.

Sr. Josephine Marie made Algebra I
a piece of cake! I fell in love with math and
went on to study calculus and
trigonometry and win a partial scholarship in
the National Math Competition. Because
of her, I love music theory: the numbers or
“nuts-n-bolts” of music and I watch
weird shows having to do with fractals,
geometric designs, and awesome scientific
theories on the mathematics of chaos.
Musically, Bach is my favorite to listen to
because he is pure mathematics put to sound. I ended up doing a term
paper on his numerical patterns in one of his Inventions. 

Musical Musings
Co-incidence versus God-cidence: 
God’s Wonderful Gifts of Hindsight, Insight, and Full-Circle Events

Sr. Marie Therese

Sr. Marie René

Sr. Mary Josepha

Sr. Mary Victor
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There are many factors that play
in the complex development of a
person and many faith-factors that
are part of the spiritual formation of
a soul. These four incredible Sisters
were a gift to me back then in my
high school years, but also now as
we are re-acquainted after so many
years laden with the
changes we’ve all
been through. The
Church back then in
the 1950s and 60s was
also different as
reflected in the change
of habit. We were all different back then to
some degree. But the great gift of God’s full-
circle blessing to me in re-connecting with
these sisters is yet to be revealed. No, all this
from 2003’s first encounter to 2011’s
reconnection, was NOT a co-incidence, but definitely a GOD-cidence.
How often does one get the opportunity to thank some of the significant
people in one’s past for the profound contribution they each made to mak-
ing you the person you are today and giving you the inspiration and skills
for your destiny in God’s plan? I rejoice every time I am able to lead
God’s people in their musical expression of their Faith and I am grateful
for these women who planted the seeds, watered them, and pointed me in
the right direction. I look forward to my life with them as an Associate.
May the Lord grant to you the eyes to see and the heart to respond to the
God-cidences that come along your way.

PLEASE PRAY FOR VOCATIONS and go online to learn more
about these wonderful sisters. Visit with Sister Nancy Keane, our very
own Ministries Co-ordinator, and get to know the S.S.J.’s! 

Musical Musings
Co-incidence versus God-cidence: 

God’s Wonderful Gifts of Hindsight, Insight,

and Full-Circle Events

Sr. Josephine Marie

by Yolanda Cerqueira

Have you been feeling the need for a spiritual tune-up? Have your
spirits been sagging? As we come through the doldrums of the winter it is
not unusual to have those celestial blahs. Our pastor, Father Thanh, is
very aware of the human condition. Wisely, he arranged a Mission to get
us revved up for Easter so that all our spiritual spark plugs were firing
synchronically.   

This year brought us Father Dennis Gang, TOR, from Steubenville,
Ohio. It was not hard to identify him as a Franciscan as he was wearing
the typical sandals; but the TOR after his name was a mystery to me. It is
no longer a mystery as the computer tells all tales. TOR stands for Third
Order Regular of St. Francis the Penitent; but that would be too much
after one’s name, so it has been shortened to just TOR. (More information
you really didn’t care to know!) 

The theme of this year’s mission could be characterized by the hymn
“Be Not Afraid,” which we sang many times during the four-evening
event. The “Be Not Afraid” theme refers to our hearts being filled with
the zeal to go out and tell the world about Jesus. Those who were present
certainly were galvanized by the stirring words and the emotions that it
evoked; but words alone are not enough to prepare for what lies ahead.
Before we can do that, we need to work hard on ourselves, which is no
easy task according to Father Dennis. He says, “We have a sin problem
and that problem is an inside job. Satan is always attacking us as he is
very clever, but in the end, all Satan brings is misery.” Father went on to
say that we must always remember that God gave us His only Son. “We
need to be in right disposition; so I have to let God change me.  We must
accept all that God wants to give us—the height, the depth, the breadth of
His mercy and love.” 

When we are cleansed of our sins we have taken the first steps to
becoming joyful witnesses of our faith. But there is more! Are you
plugged in? Do you have a prayer time— a time set aside each day just
for you and the Lord? The Lord wants you to be full of joy. Sometimes
we believe that we are the ones that should be talking to God, but that is
not always the case. He already knows all about you. Father emphasized
that God has so much to say to you. Perhaps it is time to hone your listen-
ing skills. Be still and let God love you. He knows your burdens, your
struggles. If you sit, relax and be still in His presence, you will hear Him
in your heart of hearts. As Father remarked, “God is much more exciting
than you think; He is a free entry into joy.” Remember God’s plan for you
is so much greater than your plan; but He will never force His will on you.
It’s a gift He has just for you if you are willing to accept it.     

For a long time we Catholics have been silent witnesses of our faith,
but this does not work in today’s world. Turn on the TV or pick up a
newspaper and it is all too evident that much of humanity has relegated
God to second place. We are fighting a dark culture. Father Dennis made
the point that we as Catholics are under great attack and are in danger. He
said, “We are prisoners of a culture that seeks all that is material and
leaves little or no room for God. Every day we are losing people to polit-
ical correctness. This is Satan’s territory and he hasn’t changed his plans.”
Father was always quick to remind us though that God wins in the end!  

Who among us is going to change that concept?  Father says, “You
are!”  We must be silent no more. Who but you is going to speak about
the glories of Jesus and what He is doing in your lives and the lives of
your families? It is not enough just to be a good example. You are the one
who must take the initiative to speak to your neighbor next door, the co-
worker at your work, or even a family member. Father Dennis said, “Be
not afraid, the Holy Spirit will inspire you with the words you need to say.
If something is not right, you must speak up and say so.”  Remember you
can do nothing without faith, but with faith all things are possible.

Father Dennis left us with a powerful axiom——-Say it to yourself,
say it aloud, say it to your neighbor, say it to your friend, say it and
believe it. 

WE HAVE A MISSION TO MAKE THE WHOLE WORLD CHRIS-
TIAN! 

Mission - Be Not Afraid

Religious Article Store Winners

Chances were only 25 cents. Don’t miss out on the next raffle.

Sign up will start on September 1. Drawing will be November 18.

Check the bulletin weekly for new items and sales.

Stop by and visit. 

Winners for the Easter Sunday Drawing

Large Fruit Basket           Jan & Sam Clements

Child’s Basket                 Barbara Du Puis 

Statue of Holy Family      Sandy Koshi

DVD                               Nikki Wallace

Standing Crucifix             George Barletta

Rosary Bracelet                Jane Middleton

Christ the King Catholic Church 2012

Vacation Bible School
Get ready for exciting wilderness thrills as you head out to beautiful

SonRise National Park! Kids will be awestruck by snow-capped moun-
tains, thundering waterfalls, wildflower meadows bursting with color
and amazing animals like soaring eagles, friendly huskies and herds of
caribou. As kids explore SonRise National Park, they’ll learn the most
important survival skill of all: they can always depend on Jesus and His
promises of true peace, true riches, true power, true love and true hope!
At SonRise National Park, kids will learn to trust Jesus as their all-pow-
erful guide and Savior! 

Mark your calendars! June 25 – June 29  9:00 a.m. – noon

For all children entering PK-4 through 5th Grade
Bring your friends and enjoy bible lessons, music, games, crafts &

snacks.  Children will be able to show off what they have learned in
a musical on the last day of VBS.

Cost: 1 child - $20  2 children - $30  3 or more children - $35

Registration by May 31 will ensure that your child will receive a T-shirt.
For registration information go to www.ctkcatholic.com or e-mail
ctk@ctkcatholic.com or susiewrubluski@bellsouth.net, or call 613-
6633.
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The Country Store April 2012

By: Charm I. Saults

The April Country Store was a great success. So many people said
how organized it was and how great it looked. We raised $4,222.79.

I want to thank all those who helped make it possible:

All the vendors assisted the customers.

The teens came from the Student Exchange Program.

Many volunteers kept the Religious Article Store open while the

Country Store was open.

The Knights provided a wonderful lunch time cookout.

The Vietnamese community did a great job with egg rolls, and Peter

said next time they will make many more.  They will also make noo-

dles or rice or both.

Our next County Store is scheduled for October 19, 20 and 21.

We start receiving donations on July 14.  Remember, when you clean
out your garage, attic or cupboards during the summer  bring us those
items you do not want to keep. It is never too early to sign up to volun-
teer. Contact Charm at the Religious Article Store or call 721-9827.
Watch the bulletin for updates.

Larry Turner

Stanley Moore

Yolanda Cerqueira

Annie Sabatino

Kitty Kowalski

Dot Crement

Elba Liedka

Barbara Du Puis

Cody McElveen

Ed Wey

Joshua Johnson

Gigi Reyes

Matthew Johnson

Paul Ghiotto

Steven Pietruzsa

Miguel Suazo

Jarel Polomo

Willie Blaquiere

Sam Beams

Linda Podany

Gabby Stoddard

Kate Asher

Greg Harden

Anne Shami 

Christian Riviles

Rosemary Shami 

Hannah Beams

Nikki Wallace

Helen Ramos

Name that

Saint

Feast day is April 29

He was from Syria

Known as one of the Fourteen Holy

Helpers (health of domestic animals)

Soldier in the army of Roman Emperor

Diocletian

He was beheaded

He often is shown slaying a dragon

Patron saint chivalry and is venerated in

many countries

Look throughout the Courier for the correct answer

The Tongue

by Willie Blaquiere

We have all said things that would have been better left unsaid. It is
good to say what you mean and mean what you say but sometimes our
words just come out wrong. Words can inspire greatness or destroy a rela-
tionship. Talented orators have brought nations to greatness, others have
caused great destruction. A few years ago I visited my daughter and her
family. I was having a wonderful visit until the ugly head of sibling rival-
ry reared up between two teenage sisters. They had been grousing at each
other for several days and it was becoming quite tiresome. It was a beau-
tiful summer day in Illinois, clear blue sky, gentle breeze, birds singing,
all was right with nature. Not so with the sisters, things were accelerating.
I intervened, I told them that words were like a baby being born, they
could not be unsaid anymore than a baby could be unborn. Like a baby,
words can make you happy or sad and can keep you awake at night.
Watch what you say, the affect can last a lifetime. I am not sure whether
they took my words to heart or just didn’t want to hear them again but
there was peace in the valley, at least while I was there. There is an old
adage, “if you cannot say something nice, don’t say anything at all.” The
following poem is titled The Tongue, the author is unknown.  

“The boneless tongue, so small and weak, 

Can crush and kill,” declares the Greek. 

“The tongue destroys a greater hoard,”

The Turk asserts, “than does the sword.”

A Persian proverb wisely saith,

“A lengthy tongue-an early death”;

Or sometimes takes this form instead,

“Don’t let your tongue cut off your head,”

“The tongue can speak a word whose speed,”

The Chinese say, “outstrips the steed”;

While Arab sages this impart,

“The tongue’s great storehouse is the heart,” 

From Hebrew wit this maxim sprung,

“Though feet should slip, ne’er let the tongue,”

The sacred writer crowns the whole,

“Who keeps his tongue doth keep his soul.”

A Fruitful Friendship

Submitted by Ronnie Cumbee

Recipe for Friendship:

2 cups patience

1 heart full of love

2 handfuls of generosity

2 cups of loyalty

1 cup understanding

A heap of laughter

(BAM)

Mix well

Sprinkle generously over a lifetime and serve everyone you meet.

February Meet the Pastor



May 2012 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 15

by Deidre Hicks

The Fifth Annual Auction for Christ the King School was a lot of fun
and raised about $6,500 for the school.  Held April 28 in the Blessed
Mother Kingdome, the Beach Bash Auction featured Prince Pele’s
Polynesian Revue, a whole, freshly roasted  pig with fixings and many
auction items to bid on. 

The Kingdome was transformed into a beautiful tropical getaway as a
backdrop for the hula dancers and fire dancer from Prince Pele’s
Polynesian Revue. Two of the dancers, Bles and Veronica Fuata, are
Christ the King school alumni. At one point in their act, they were able to
reconnect with former teachers Mrs. McGovern, Mrs. Fowler and Mrs.
Thurston by calling them up to the stage to perform.  Men from the audi-
ence had a chance to get involved too. Three men came on stage to don
grass skirts and strut their stuff.  The grand finale featured Prince Pele
himself, Mr. Fuata, performing an exciting and very real fire dance. 

Prior to the entertainment, everyone feasted on the meat straight from
the pig, Hawaiian rice, vegetables and rolls. School parent Brad Bishop
literally stayed up all night to roast the pig. Jeff and Kate Asher also
helped out in the kitchen. They did a wonderful job as everyone com-
mented on how great everything tasted! Fresh fruit and cake complement-
ed the menu. 

Throughout the evening, guests bid on over 50 silent auction items
that were donated from various businesses and individuals. Some of the
items included massages, facials, class and ministry baskets, restaurant
and movie gift cards, Sunshine Uniform gift cards, Sea World tickets and
many, many more. Several people were able to get their items below their
retail value. 

Some of the bigger items were auctioned off during the live auction
led by auctioneer Brian Ashley. Items up for bid included a one-week stay
at a Maggie Valley, NC cabin, 4 Disney World tickets, an authentic signed
Rashean Mathis jersey and a signed Tim Tebow Bronco hat. It was fun to
watch the competitive bidding for some of the prizes. 

It was truly a night of fun and fellowship while helping the financial
needs of our school. It could not have happened without the help of many
people and the generous donations from numerous businesses and indi-
viduals. They are as follows: George Albert, Angela Judah, Jeff and Kate
Asher, Karen Maddox, Brian Ashley, Karey Meehan, Brad Bishop,
Valerie Salameh, Cascone Family, Chris Sanchez, Bill Coppedge, Tim
Tebow, Errol Gonzales, Maria Carmen Thibault, Dr. and Mrs. Grochmal,
Angela Whitson, Mike Hollis, Justin Williams, Hoyt Family, Leila
Williams, Yarborough Family, Adventure Landing, Instant Keys,
American Girl, Jacksonville Jaguars, Aqua East, Jacksonville Zoo and
Gardens, Arlingwood Swim Club, Jax Brew Bus, Bailey’s Gym, King’s
Hawaiian Bread Co., Bishop Kenny HS, Outback Steakhouse, Bowl
America, Palmyra Marble, Inc., Bruster’s, Panera Bread, Cady & Cady,
Pinch a Penny, Campeche Bay, Prince Pele’s Polynesian Revue, Cantina
Laredo, Publix, Casa Marina, Sahara, Cason Studio, SeaWorld,
Cheesecake Factory, Sessions Modeling School, CKCCW, Seven
Bridges, Christ the King Church, Sliders, CTK Homeroom Parents,
Cynthia Surles, St. John’s Seafood, CTK Staff, Sunshine Uniforms, Cub
Scouts Pack 5, CTK Courier Staff, Disney, UNF Baseball Camp, Girl
Scouts, Youth Ministry, and Hands on Children’s Museum. 

And thank you to all of you who came to the auction! We hope you
had a good time. We sure did.

Beach Bash Auction, Great Fun!
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Once a year in the spring, all 15
conferences of the St. Vincent de
Paul Society in this diocese are
invited to participate in a Day of
Reflection. This year it was held at
San Juan del Rio Parish, next door
to Marywood. Even though much
needed rain loomed in the air,
God’s magnificent creation was in
full splendor with budding leaves
and blooms abounding. 

This year’s theme was entitled
“Called to be Servants of the Poor”
and it was very aptly named. From
the moment of opening until its
conclusion the speakers and the
workshops were centered around
ways to more effectively help the
suffering and the poor. It is
important to say that every speaker
stated clearly that God is present in
all our activities by creating
surprising coincidences, or placing
people just where they are needed
at a particular time. We are all
God’s children!   

Jeanette Ghioto, the parish
administrator at San Juan del Rio
who has worked with Catholic
Charities and Sulzbacher Center
inspired us with stories of homeless
people who were able to change
their lives because of workers who
gave more than what was required
of them, thus bringing about
change that would have seemed
impossible at the time. Before her
present job she was actively
involved with the homeless in
Jacksonville. She stated that this
city has a Blueprint for the
Homeless but as always, money is
a factor in implementing the
program.  There are many reasons
for people being homeless —-drug
addiction, alcoholism, temporary
homelessness due to the economy,
war veterans, family problems.
Did you know that each year there
is a count, on a specific day, of the
number of homeless people in
Jacksonville? She feels strongly
that helping clients to help
themselves gives them a sense that
they have a part in resolving their
problems.

The highlight of the day, of
course, was the Mass with Bishop
Estevez as the celebrant and
homilist. The theme for the day

was again apparent when the
bishop began his homily by saying
that Mother Theresa believed that
to serve the poor was to serve
Christ. She had a devotion to the
Eucharist. At daily Mass it was the
food that sustained her and
nourished her daily deeds. Jesus
was the Master of her house.
Bishop Estevez remarked, “Mother
Theresa was a magnificent teacher
as she went out into the slums of
India. Those throw-away people
were dying as no one cared for
them, the poorest of the poor. She
responded to those most in need by
her compassionate loving care.” 

The bishop encouraged us to
emulate Mother Theresa and St.
Vincent de Paul. He urged us to
express our solidarity by going out
to the streets of Jacksonville to
minister to the poor and the needy.
This means using our resources
appropriately to help those
burdened by financial troubles, and
giving comfort to the lonely and the
forgotten. Most importantly, we
bring them Jesus with our words
and actions. But before we embark
on any work, we Vincentians need
to be fed spiritually and renewed on
a regular basis.  Bishop Estevez
strongly emphasized that the
Eucharist Table was the source of
our power just as it was for Mother
Theresa. He urged Vincentians to
move closer to God as each of us
on are on our own particular
journey.

As Vincentians we remember
the words of our founder, Frederic
Ozanam who told us that the poor
are our masters. We learn to
humble ourselves and follow the
example of Jesus in John 13 with
the washing of the feet. Bishop
Estevez  prompted us by saying,
“You must think of Jesus washing
the feet of the Apostles. The
gesture  of Jesus, the King of
Kings, becoming a servant to his
disciples is no greater example of
humility. He told the disciples,
“What I have done, you too must
also do.” 

With that message firmly
planted in our hearts you can be
sure that your Vincentians at Christ
the King are humbly eager to
answer the call of the poor.  

“Called to be

Servants of the

Poor”
by Frank Becht

The average Catholic has a very limited understanding of the makeup
of the Catholic Church- the Universal Church. They think of The Church
as being monolithic, that is, with one way of saying Mass and a single
hierarchy. That is far from the actual truth.

In reality the Catholic Church is made up of over 20 sui juris
churches. What does sui juris mean? Each of these churches is under its
“own laws”; they have their own canon law, their own liturgy and own
governing hierarchy. Some are headed by a Patriarch, others by an
archbishop or Metropolitan or simply a bishop. Each of these churches,
however, is in full communion with the Bishop of Rome, Pope Benedict
the XVI, who has universal jurisdiction over all the churches, according
to Vatican I.

Another way of describing the makeup of the Universal Catholic
Church is “Catholic Rites” which represent an ecclesiastical tradition
about how the sacraments are celebrated. When the apostles brought the
gospel to major cultural centers of their day, the essential practices of the
faith were clothed in the symbols and trappings, which conveyed the
desired spiritual meaning of that culture. Initially, there were three major
groupings of rites, the Roman, the Antiochian (Syria) and the Alexandrian
(Egypt). Later on in time, the Byzantine Rite derived as a major group
from the Antiochian, under the influence of St. Basil and St. John
Chrysostom. From these four over 20 liturgical Rites are present in the
Church today. 

To describe the differences in the various Rites would be a huge task.
It can be said that the Church of Christ is fully present sacramentally in
all of the ritual Churches that represent an ecclesiastical tradition. The
following chart further describes various characteristics of the Universal
Church.

The Roman Rite, also known as the Western Rite, but often called the
Latin Rite, is overwhelmingly the largest of the rites. As of February
2012, the total world population is approximately 6,991,768,148. The
total Catholic population is approximately 1,200,000,000. The total
Eastern Rite Catholic population is approximately 18,000,000.From this
it is evident that many of the Eastern Rites are very small, made up of
local communities.

In the Diocese of St. Augustine there are a total of 65 Roman churches
and two Eastern Rite parishes, which are located in Jacksonville. St.
Maron Maronite Catholic Church is located on Bowden Road and St.
Ephrem Syriac Catholic Church is located on Kernan Blvd South.
Incidentally, Elias Shami, a former member of Christ the King, serves as
Deacon at St. Maron’s.

Hopefully you will find the above interesting.  For some further
information, please refer to the website for the Diocese of St Augustine-
www.dosafl.com

The Catholic Church
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I normally pose challenges to our parish com-
munity to get involved in any one of our many
ministries here at Christ the King.  But, with the
climate today seemingly turning against us as
Catholics and Christians, I feel like promoting our
parish community has taken a back seat to
defending our faith.

It seems, lately, no matter which way we turn,
we are under constant assault for our beliefs.  This
is particularly true as we enter the political sea-
son, and this time it appears they are specifically
targeting Catholics.  For the first time in recent
history, the Church has gone to the extreme meas-
ure of issuing a declaration that our religious lib-
erties are in jeopardy, and has issued a challenge
to each of us.

These are tumultuous times for our faith and
traditions.  Whether you turn on the TV, read pop-
ular magazines and newspapers, scour the
Internet, or listen to radio talk shows, the Catholic
Church is under attack from all sides along with
our Christian and Jewish brothers and sisters.  

The leadership in the secular movement that
has been underway for decades has sensed this is
their time to strike, and they have been relentless
in their efforts.  With powerful political allies, and

friends in the media and pop culture, they take on
the mirage of credibility.  They also have partners
in our education system at all levels, working tire-
lessly to remove God from every aspect of our
lives.  They are systematically trying to brainwash
our children to abandon their faith under the guise
of political correctness, and to focus their energy
on self-serving endeavors and obtaining stuff.  

We have seen songs changed to remove any
reference to God in public schools.  We have seen
an over-the-top movement toward political cor-
rectness where any faith references must be com-
pletely removed from text books or discussions in
the classroom for fear of offending those who do
not believe.  Rarely do we hear any concern
expressed for those people of faith, whether they
are Christian or Jewish.  

In fact, quite the opposite is true.  
Anyone who stands to defend their faith is

beaten back by an onslaught of attacks, making it
difficult for the average person to feel comfort-
able in expressing their beliefs for fear of being
chastised.

The United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops has taken a stand against the assault on
our beliefs, particularly aimed at our beliefs in the
sanctity of life, from the cradle to the grave.  Our
government has taken a dismissive tone, and
played shell games to try to make it appear that
they are willing to compromise, in order to avoid
trampling our religious liberties.  Make no mis-
take.  They are intent on pushing their secular
agenda, regardless of the core beliefs of any reli-
gious entity, unless it happens to be a faith that
warrants hypersensitive political correctness.  

The bishops here in the United States have
challenged us as people of faith, as practicing

Catholics, to stand up for what we believe in.
Whether it is calling your congressional rep-
resentatives and senators to register your
position on critical issues threatening our lib-
erties, standing in protest to defend the sanc-
tity of life, or making the right choices when
it comes time to cast your ballot, we are now
being challenged to stand on the front line of
defense for what we believe.

If you look around the globe, particularly
in Europe, you can see our future, if we do
not take a stand now.  Church attendance is
one third of what we see here in the United
States, so the secularists have almost suc-
ceeded in fully extricating faith from their
foundation.  Look at what is happening in
Europe today as economies fail. 

We have a unique opportunity to stand up
for our faith, and to restore the very founda-
tion of why we are a country to begin with.
This was a nation founded in part to provide
religious freedom.  As Americans, we are
free to practice whatever faith option we
desire without governmental intervention.
That includes freedom to not only practice
our faith as we see fit, but the freedom to
believe in nothing.  The government cannot
force itself upon us, or make us pick between
our faith and our government.  

There are dark forces at work trying to
squeeze faith out of every aspect of our lives.
It is up to us to stand up and defend our
beliefs, and to push back against those forces.
We have been challenged to stand for our
religious liberties.  It is time to join the fight
as a faith community.  Let’s stand together to
stop the secular assault on our core beliefs. 

The Christ the King Welcome and Information Booth

by Laurie Plotz
On April 14 and 15 the Stewardship/Welcome Committee set up an information table for the first time in the

gathering area to assist visitors or answer questions and concerns of our Parishioners. On hand will be information
packets for visitors, forms to request visitation of the sick for a loved one, to see a priest, to become a member of
the parish or any other service you may require. These forms will be kept confidential.

Also available will be volunteer forms, so if you aren’t already involved in a ministry, please stop by to offer
your help. You are also welcome to stop by just to say hello!!! We look forward to speaking with all of you.

Catholicism:

A Journey to the Heart of the Faith

Coming in September

Start of a ten-part video series 

Journey with acclaimed author, speaker and theologian

Father Robert Barron to more than 50 locations throughout

15 countries. Be illuminated by the spiritual and artistic

treasures of this global culture that claims more than one

billion of the earth’s people.

Part 1: Amazed and Afraid - the Revelation of God

September 13, 7:00 p.m. in the church

Following the one hour video will be a Q & A session

The ongoing series will be once a month, concluding in June

2013.

Watch your bulletin for future dates.

Tim Talks
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by Frank Becht PGK

Road Cleanup
Unfortunately, there was a conflict of activ-

ities between Road Cleanup and ACA Hall
cleanup in February.  Only Dennis Scobie and
Al Martin along with a Squire or two worked
Road Cleanup. The ACA Hall cleanup did get
done as well. Thanks guys.

Kasino Night
The Second Annual Kasino Night was a dis-

aster with very few people showing up. The
first Kasino Night at Resurrection was a grand
success; it would appear that there was a lack of
sufficient planning. John Klinkenberg vows
that will not happen next year.

ACA Hall Cleanup
The hall cleanup took place on February 18

with the several members attending to do some
general cleanup and maintenance. Grand
Knight John Morrissey praised the following
for their hard work: Robert Roche, Scott
Lutheran, Larry Turner, Steve Heykens, Mike
Stirna, Michael Warwin, Louie O’Neal, Jim and
Maryanne Middleton, John Klinkenberg, and
Ron Laseman.

Squires Circle #2121
The Squires sponsored its annual food drive

and spaghetti dinner on March 25 at 6:30p.m. at
the Council hall. The charge was $3.00 per per-
son plus two cans of non-perishable food.
Proceeds went to the Arlington Community
Food Services. The turn out was excellent.

Tootsie Roll Drive
The annual Tootsie Roll Drive took place on

the weekend of April 13-15. The money raised
will go to help handicapped individuals. This
year’s drive was held at the Publix at Merrill
and Townsend, the Winn Dixie at Arlington and
Atlantic and after Masses at Resurrection and
Christ the King under the direction of Ramon
Day.

Christ the King Country Store
Council 4727 cooked hot dogs and ham-

burgers for the Country Store sale on Saturday
April 14 from 9:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. for the ben-
efit of Christ the King School.

Annual Golf Tournament
Council 4727 held its annual Golf

Tournament on May 6 at Deerfield Lakes Golf
Course. The shotgun start was at 1:00 p.m.
Dinner, awards and prizes followed at 6:00 p.m.
Due to the illness of Jim Bonitatibus, the
Tournament Director, John Klinkenberg, Ralph
Mosley, and Nick Klepac, assisted with the
planning and execution of the event. The golf
proceeds will be given to local charities.

Knightly News

Continued on page 19

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
St. Patrick’s Day dinner was a

grand success as usual with Deputy
Grand Knight John Klinkenberg
supervising the cooking. There was a
good turnout of members and
K’Cees.

Easter Egg Hunt
The annual Easter Egg Hunt

was held at Christ the King School
Playground on April 7 from 11:00
a.m. til 2:00 p.m. A delicious picnic
and prizes were included. John
Lewis was again the organizer. 

State Bowling Tournament
The Knights of Columbus State Bowling Tournament

was sponsored by Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council here in
Jacksonville on April 20-22. The directors for this affair were
PGK Tom Guggisberg and PGK Ralph Mosley. Mass at
Christ the King followed at 5 p.m. with a luau dinner for all
the bowlers and council members.



Right to Life
On March 31, the Diocesan-

wide 100 Man March was spon-
sored at Prince of Peace Catholic
Church beginning with Mass at
8:00 a.m. followed by a march on
University Boulevard. The Mass
was concelebrated by Father
Michael Larkin, Father Thanh

Nguyen, Father Denis
O’Shaughnessy, Father Ed Murphy,
and Father Calonde Lemaine.
Families were invited to come and
pray at church during the March.
Breakfast for all followed the
March at 11:00 a.m. PGK Dennis

Scobie who helped to organ-
ize the event indicated that
175 men actually participat-
ed in the march down
University Boulevard, led by
Fathers Larkin and O’
Shaughnessy.  

Also on March 31, Forty
Days for Life members from
Christ the
King, Holy

Spirit, Blessed
Trinity, the Knights
of Columbus and
several Baptist
Churches including
Hope For Life
Baptist Church,

Fort Caroline
Baptist, and New
Life Assembly gath-
ered in front of the
Planned Parenthood,
Women’s Choice,
4131 University
Blvd South for a day
of prayer and fasting
to end abortion.
Unfortunately, the Christ the King
group who relieved a Holy Spirit
and Blessed Trinity group at 11:00
a.m. were hampered by a severe
rainstorm, but they weathered the
storm. Pastor Ed Martin, For the
Unborn, coordinated the event for
Forty Days for Life.
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by Bill Joost

On the 39th day of the FORTY
DAYS FOR LIFE campaign, the
weather on Saturday morning,
March 31, was foreboding of tor-
rential downpours, yet the overcast
skies did not dampen the spirits of

175 men, young men and boys who
marched 3 ½ miles for Life, nor the
spirits of the many volunteers, both
male and female, who developed
and nurtured the 100 Man March
from a vision to a reality.

This inaugural event began
with Holy Mass at Prince of Peace
at 8:00 a.m. sharp, concelebrated
by Fathers Michael Larkin, Thanh
Nguyen, Denis O’Shaughnessy,
Calonge Lemaine, and Ed Murphy,
several deacons, and a contingent

of Seminarians,
including our
very own Clay
Ludwig and
J o e y
K l i n k e n b e rg .
Shortly there-
after, the 175
male marchers
ranging in age
from 4 years to
84, led by the

intrepid Fathers
Thanh and
O’Shaughnessy,
proceeded on
Dean Road to
Beach Boulevard,
west to University
Boulevard South
and south to the
curbside of the

abortuary on University Boulevard
South. There, Father
O’Shaughnessy eloquently spoke
to the crowd about the gift of Life

and the gift of Faith. The marchers
stretched a full tenth of a mile and
included several courageous men
with permanent disabilities, who
nevertheless completed
the entire march. Our
young men of Fraternus,
preceded by a contingent
of the Knights of
Columbus Honor Guard
in full regalia, carried a
litter bearing the Blessed
Mother, as others carried
our US flag, and signs

and banners promoting the
Sanctity of Life, and still others,
including Father
O’Shaughnessy, carried forty-
pound rucksacks on their backs
to commemorate the Forty Days
for Life. 

Afterward, the marchers
returned to the campus of Prince
of Peace and reassembled in the
Church. Benediction closed
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, which was availed to
the women and children awaiting

the marchers. Then all listened to
several spellbinding speakers,
including Pastor Ed Martin “40
Days for Life,” and Thomas

Sullivan, author of Called to
Knighthood, A special tribute was
paid to Trudy Perez-Poveda for her
heroic and ceaseless efforts on
behalf of the unborn.

The event closed with a raffle
of an iPod Touch, gift cards, and
Nerf foot-
balls for
the young
men and
boys who
completed
the March.
What joy,
rapture!

Finally, the day was capped
with a catered picnic and plans and
dreams for future events. Over
$800 was raised to support WQOP,
The Women’s Help Center and
Emergency Pregnancy Services!
And, as only God can do, the
MONSOON was held in abeyance
until the marchers were safely
returned to the church. 

Special thanks to Gerald
Pangelinan, his family and cohorts
for organizing the 100 Man March.
Well done! STAY TUNED…
Pictures can be viewed at
www.council4727.com

100 Man March

Continued from 18
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by Kelli Moneyhan

“Do not be afraid to go out on the streets and in public places, like
the first apostles who preached Christ and the good news of salvation in
the squares of the cities, towns and villages. It is time to preach it from
the rooftops.” —Pope John Paul II

Catholic, conservative, pro-life, and….silent, a group of men gathered
outside of Immaculate Conception Church after Mass one Sunday
morning. The conversation that ensued went something like this, “Do you
guys ever have the feeling that we just aren’t doing anything; that we just
exist without really making a difference; that we need to be a more active
example of living our faith for our sons and society?” And so the idea of
a “100 Man March” was born.

Gerald Pangelinan, often seen at Mass at Christ the King when he is
on duty for JSO, initiated the discussion outside of Immaculate
Conception that day. Or, as he puts it, “The Holy Spirit inspired the
thought. We felt that as Catholic men we weren’t vocal or visible, we were
not effective; we were not making a difference. We wanted to challenge
ourselves and show boys what it means to be real men. Someone came up
with the idea of holding the march during Lent, and then someone else
chimed in about doing the march while carrying a rucksack to add weight,
the ideas just snowballed.”

After meeting with Frank Japour, John Klinkenberg, and Father
Thanh, the plans for the first annual “100 Man March” were solidified. It
took about six weeks from start to finish. Committees of men from both

Christ the King and Immaculate Conception divided the tasks and
finalized the plans. The Challenge: To march 3.8 miles with a 40 lb.
backpack (symbolizing the 40 Days for Life Campaign). The Purpose: To
witness publicly to the sanctity of life and the obligation to be the spiritual
leaders of the family. The proceeds would benefit Women’s Help Center,
Emergency Pregnancy Services, and WQOP (AM 1460—Catholic
Radio). Beginning at Prince of Peace, the families would gather for Mass
and then the men would circle the abortion mills, carry Pro-Life signs, and
pray the Rosary. Immediately following the march, they would hear a
guest speaker and enjoy lunch with their families.

Several young men (Mike Pruitt, Christian Lynch, Tim Daniels, and
Ethan Yates) from Christ the King attended the march and carried the
statue of Mary. “It hurt,” stated Mike Pruitt, “it was beautiful though. We
prayed two rosaries and walked about four miles. I will definitely
participate next year and I hope to carry Mary again.” Christian Lynch
added that it was a “very spiritual experience and brought me closer to the
importance of standing up for life. Mary was getting heavy, but I fought
through it and would do it again.” Matthew Daniels commented that “it
was cool when it started raining.” Dylan Kpessou agreed and stated that
to him, “the water represented life and renewal.”

In the words of our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, “Being
Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the
encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a
decisive direction.” The “100 Man March” is an annual event with the
goal of reaching out to more men each year.

First Annual 100 Man March
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by Staci Duncan

Do you know what the initials CKCCW stand for? Well, Christ the
King Cranky Crotchety Women is not the answer. The correct answer is
Christ the King Council of Catholic Women.  What is that you say?  So
glad you asked! Well, we are not cranky, nor are we crotchety, nor are we
an “ole” ladies club. We are the women of the parish who work together
for the common good of OUR parish, OUR school, OUR community,
OUR country and OUR world while sharing in OUR faith community.
Each year we contribute our time, talent and treasure in ALL of these
areas. You see us each and every day around the campus of Christ the
King working in one ministry or another. We are not afraid of hard work
and pitch in at the drop of a hat. We also love to have a good time and
most of all we love the Lord and His work. 

We fund our efforts to do His work with annual dues. Some of our
projects include Camp I Am Special, Born Free, St. Gerard’s, Respite
Care, Hugs for the Homeless to name a few and the list goes on. 

We are also part of a much bigger picture. There are several levels to
the Council of Catholic Women: parish, deanery, diocesan, state and
national. Each of these levels is a very important step in bonding us
together as Women of the Catholic faith who support each other in our
work and play and the support of the Catholic Church and its beliefs and
endeavors. 

We are a strong group of women of all ages, races and economic back-
grounds. We are proud of our work and accomplishments that make our
parish, our school, our community, our faith a little stronger each year.
Won’t you join us? We’d love to have each and every one of you! We have
many Circles (small groups) that meet at various times and places. I am
sure we have one that would fit your schedule and needs. If not, you and
your friends could start your own circle. It’s quick and easy. Circles gen-
erally meet once a month, September through May. Come join us and see
what we are all about. Help us continue to build our faith, friendship and
fellowship with an awesome group of strong Christ the King Catholic
Women!

February and March with the

Queens and Kings

by  Barbara Hanuscin

On Feb 12, 2012, the Queens
and Kings celebrated St.
Valentine’s Day at their monthly
meeting in the Shirley David Hall.
The hall was festooned in a sea of
red tablecloths and smiling faces.

There was an array of appetiz-
ing finger foods and delicious
desserts. However, the real and
unexpected treat was when Christ
the King’s own Robert
McCormick, of Harbor House,
joined guest guitarist, Bill Rice
(physical therapist by day), in a
rendition of John Denver’s
“Country Road.” Robert knew all
the words and didn’t miss a beat.
Patty Pineda was an impromptu
soloist and sang “There Will Be No
Tears in Heaven.” As usual there
was the famous “50/50” drawing
and an abundance of prizes as well.
Guests and members enjoyed all.

The March 11 meeting was the
annual “Luck of the Irish” bingo.
There was a sea of green hats. Lots
of prizes were won with four cor-
ners, postage stamps, coveralls, etc.
Authentic Irish Soda Bread took
the lead in refreshments. Everyone
in attendance was either Irish or an
Irish wannabe for the day.

Because Easter fell on the sec-
ond Sunday, our April meeting
moved to the following Sunday,
April 15, and was in the Parish
Hall. That was our annual spring
“bring-a-covered-dish” dinner.
There was an array of gourmet and
delectable foods. Everyone took
pride in what they brought to share
with others.

If you have not been to one of
our meetings, please consider join-
ing us, usually on the second
Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. in
the Shirley David Hall. (The
Queens and Kings will not meet in
July or August due to vacations).

CKCCW

Queen’s and King’s

by Debbie Scobie

On June 1 and 2 Christ the King Parish will receive some very special
guests. Father Richard Ho Lung and friends will present their show and
concert, Praise Him! The performers entertain to promote the work of the
Missionaries of the Poor (MOP), founded in 1981 by Father Ho Lung, in
Jamaica. The MOP is an order of over 550 brothers and priests organized
to care for the poor in Jamaica, Africa, Haiti, India, the Philippines and
the United States. Hundreds of lay volunteers regularly make mission
trips to assist the MOP in Kingston, Jamaica.

In anticipation of the upcoming visit, my husband and I, along with
Michael and Carol Warwin, drove to Atlanta, Georgia on March 24 to
attend an MOP concert. We arrived early at St. John Neumann Parish in
Lilburn, Georgia and saw tables of food, drinks and snacks, as well as
CDs of various performances of the MOP. Everyone welcomed us as we
walked through the complex to the building of the former church where
the concert would be held. A good crowd was in attendance for the after-
noon show. Several other shows were held over the weekend to benefit
the MOP.  

The concert was performed and sung extremely well. Even Father Ho
Lung got into the act. We don’t want to give away anything, but know that
when you attend the concert, you will not be disappointed. So, put June 1
and June 2 on your calendar and plan to come to hear Father Ho Lung at
Mass and attend a concert to open your heart and mind to PRAISE GOD!

Praise Him! is a concert orchestrated by Wynton Williams and choreo-

graphed by Paula Shaw, and performed by seven very talented tenors and

sopranos from Jamaica. There are two halves to Praise Him! musical

concert. Each half presents eleven musical pieces which follow a sequel

capturing first a religious theme that God can be glorified and praised at

every turn of life’s experience as well as a philosophy that music in order

to entertain does not have to be slanted by carnal and sensual appeal;

that good music is good in itself and that it can both entertain and glori-

fy God at the same time.

You may visit their website for more information:

www.missionariesofthepoor.org.

Missionaries of the

Poor (MOP) Concert
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by Paul Ghiotto

Nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to
Thee!
Even though it be a cross that
raiseth me;
Still all my song shall be nearer, my
God, to Thee
Chorus: Nearer, my God, to Thee,
nearer to Thee!

I became the volunteer curator
of the Jacksonville Maritime
Museum back in the summer of
2008. Understanding that the
mission of the Jacksonville
Maritime Museum Society, Inc. is to
educate visitors about the area’s
historical maritime past and its
present-day nautical history, I began
to take a closer look at the items,
artifacts, ship models, etc. in the
museum’s collections. 

I came upon a model of the RMS

Titanic. I wondered, “Why did the
museum feature this model?” Sure, the Titanic is the most famous of all
ships that ever sailed – if however so briefly – and along with Noah’s Ark
is the most written about vessel of all time. But, except for human interest,
why did the museum have this model? 

Digging into the museum archives I began to uncover the Jacksonville
connection with the Titanic. Turns out, there were fifteen people aboard
the Titanic who listed “Jacksonville” as their ultimate destination upon
reaching New York City.

I’ll leave all the other aspects of the Titanic story to the engineers,
sociologists, nautical historians, psychologists, etc. With the recent
observance of the 100th anniversary of the Titanic’s maiden voyage and
sinking there were many fascinating stories told, retold, and argued over.
Survivor stories from the rich and famous were once again heard. 

Barry Denenberg, author of the recent book, Titanic Sinks, probably
said it best when he wrote that “Titanic resonates across a century because
it had an assortment of bona fide heroes and villains, plus a witches’ brew
of corporate greed, professional complacency, human nature, mother
nature, and issues of rich versus poor and courage versus cowardice.”

No one said much, if at all, about the fifteen Jacksonville passengers.
This is their story. 

Though like the wanderer, the sun go down,
Darkness be over me, my rest a stone;
Yet in my dreams I’d be nearer, my God, to Thee.
Chorus

1) The John and Annie Sage family

The London DAILY MAIL – Thursday, 18 April 1912

On board the Titanic were eleven residents of Peterborough, Mr. and
Mrs. John Sage, of Gladstone-street, and their nine children, whose ages
range from twenty-two to five years. 

Mr. Sage, who is a Londoner, went to Peterborough from Lynn about
two years ago, and for a time had a shop at the corner of Gladstone-street
and Hankey-street. He, however, disposed of the business, and with his
eldest son George, went to Canada and spent some time on a farm in
Saskatchewan. He returned to England about three months ago, and,
intending to go in for fruit farming, purchased a farm in Jacksonville,
Florida. He was proceeding to his new home with his family in the
Titanic. On Saturday (April 13) a postcard was received in Peterborough
with the Queenstown-postmark from Mr. Sage, who stated that they were
getting on well. 

Mr. Sage is about fifty years of age, and his relatives are practically all
in London. Three of his sons were at work. His eldest daughter, Stella,
was at home and the other two sons and three daughters were still at
school.

The Sage family members were third-class passengers who embarked
at Southampton on Wednesday, April 10, 1912. One account states that it
“is likely that the whole family was able to reach the (main) deck shortly
before the Titanic went down. There are reports that Stella had got into a
lifeboat but left it when other members of her family were unable to join
her. 

Out of the eleven family members only the body of Will Sage (age 12)
was ever recovered – by the cable steamer SS Mackay on April 22. Will’s

body was the 67th recovered by this
ship. He was listed as being dressed
in a grey suit with knickers, a striped
shirt, black boots and stockings. Due
to insufficient supplies of
embalming fluid, Will, as a third-
class passenger, was given a burial at
sea the same day.

With regards to the Canada
venture a report states that John and
George worked as dining car
attendants for the Canadian Pacific
Railway. It was during this period
that they discovered Florida as a
surviving postcard attests to John’s
interest in the area.

Date Illegible 1911

My dear

Have found a lovely plot of land,

Jacksonville, is quite the most

wonderful of places. I count the days

until I’m home with my dear ones.

Your loving husband

John

While John returned to England in late 1911, George remained in
Florida for a bit where he became engaged to a local girl. He returned to
England early in 1912 to settle some business.

John had the family piano and other furniture crated up and sent
ahead. He also sent over 1,000 pounds to pay the balance owed on the
farm.

Note:
It is not yet known what became of the proceeds of the farm in

Florida, for when John’s estate went through probate in Peterborough
(Cambridgeshire, England) on May 25, 1912, his effects came to 347
pounds and 9 shillings which went to his sister, Mary Ann Perrin (Probate
report). 

John and Annie Elizabeth Cazaly (also born in 1867) were married on
November 2, 1890. Their children were:

Stella Anne Sage (1891) Anthony Willaim Sage (1899)

George John Sage (1892) Elizabeth Ada Sage (1901)

Douglas Bullen Sage (1894) Constance Gladys Sage (1904)

Frederick Sage (1895) Thomas Henry Sage (1907)

Dorothy Florence Sage (1897)

Note: two other children died in infancy

There let the way appear steps unto heav’n;
All that Thou sendest me in mercy giv’n;
Angels to beckon me nearer, my God, to Thee,
Chorus

2) Mrs. Ada E. Ball (nee Hall)

Mrs. Martin Luther Ball was born Ada E. Hall in May, 1875 in
Bromley, Kent. She married Martin Luther Ball in London in 1896 and
they had two sons – Martin Luther born in 1897 and Edgar William born
in 1899. After the death of her husband she decided to immigrate to
Jacksonville, Florida, to be near her sister, Emily, the wife of the Rev.
Robert James Bateman, and to help Reverend Bateman carry out
missionary work in the area. 

She left her two teenage sons back in England – her last residence was
in Bristol in Avon - when she boarded the Titanic in Southampton on April
10, 1912, as a second-class passenger paying 11 pounds for her ticket. She
accompanied her brother-in-law aboard the Titanic and stayed in a cabin
on D-Deck with a passenger named Marie Jerwan, age 23, who boarded
Titanic in Cherbourg, France. (note: Marie survived also and lived until
1974).

“I was always afraid of the water. Robert was jolly and comforted
me,” Ada later recalled. “We are going up old Broad Street” and “that’s
the subway and there is the viaduct in Jacksonville,” he would say,
pointing at the bridge of the ship.

“Nearer My God To Thee”

- The Jacksonville Connection with the RMS Titanic



May 2012 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 23

“Nearer My God To Thee”

- The Jacksonville Connection with the RMS Titanic
Ada survived the sinking by escaping in lifeboat #10. Supposedly, as

she entered the lifeboat, her brother-in-law called out to her saying, “If I
don’t meet you again in this world, I will in the next.” He then removed
his silk handkerchief and threw it to her saying, “You’ll catch cold!” (She
didn’t have time to get properly dressed earlier and her brother-in-law had
given her his coat.)

Ada Ball and her companions spent seven hours in their lifeboat
before being rescued. “Through all that wild night there was not a moment
that our prayers did not rise above the waters. Men, who seemed to have
forgotten long ago how to address their Creator, recalled prayers of their
childhood and murmured them. We said the Lord’s Prayer again and again
together.”

Her lifeboat was picked up by the vessel Carpathia which dropped her
and the others off in New York City on April 18.

Some years after the disaster Ada remarried to William R. Perrine. She
was remembered as a devout Christian woman known for her kindness
and generosity to all she met. She died on Oct. 1, 1967, in Cockeysville,
MD, of leukemia. She is buried in the Perrine family plot in Baltimore’s
Oak Lawn cemetery. 

Then with my waking thoughts bright with Thy praise,
Out of my stony griefs Bethel I’ll raise;
So by my woes to be nearer, my God, to Thee.
Chorus 

3) Master Elias Nicola-Yarred and Miss Jamila Nicola-Yarred

Brother and sister, they were immigrating from El-Hakoor, Lebanon,
to join their mother, two sisters, and a brother who were already in
Jacksonville. They boarded the Titanic in Cherbourg, France, after having
to leave their father behind as he failed a health inspection due to an eye
infection and was kept off the ship. 

At approximately 11:45 pm on Sunday, April 14, they were awakened
by a jolt causing 14 year-old Jamilla to scream, “Something’s wrong!”
Shortly thereafter an older man who had befriended the two émigrés told
Jamila and 12 year-old Elias to leave their cabin and head for the main
deck. Despite being third-class passengers they were able to escape after
managing to climb up an iron ladder from the steerage section up five or
six decks to the lifeboats above. Unable to speak English and frightened
nearly to death, they screamed loud enough to get noticed and were thrust
by others into one of the last lifeboats. 

They were rescued by the SS Carpathia and deposited in NYC on
April 18, 1912. According to a later account by Elias they were reunited
with their brother, Isaac, who was waiting for the Titanic. From there they
traveled to Jacksonville. Three months later their father arrived from
France thereby completing the family’s immigration. 

Their Lebanese names were “anglicized” shortly thereafter. Jamila
became “Amelia Garrett.” At age 16 she married Isaac A. Isaac with
whom she had seven children. 

In 1953 Amelia Isaac went to the Florida Theater for a special
screening held in her honor of the film “Titanic” starring Clifton Webb.

She died in Jacksonville on March 8, 1970 at age 71 and was buried
in Evergreen Cemetery.

Elias took the name “Louis Garrett.” Louis wrote a most interesting
account of his journey on the Titanic – “I Survived the Sinking of the
Titanic” – published in 1981. He died in Atlanta, Georgia on May 31,
1981, and was buried in Jacksonville’s Evergreen Cemetery.

Or if on joyful wing, cleaving the sky;
Sun, moon, and stars forgot, upwards I fly,
Still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to Thee.
Chorus

4) Reverend Robert James Bateman

Reverend Bateman was the only Florida resident on the Titanic and
the only one of the 15 passengers bound for Jacksonville who could claim
Jacksonville as his place of residence. He was also possibly the most well
known of the ship’s second-class passengers.

Born on October 14, 1860, in Pendennis, Staple Hill, Bristol, England,
Robert Bateman became an ordained Protestant minister at age 21, and
served as a pastor in Wales, Ireland, and England. He married Emily Jane
Hall with whom he had seven children.

Moving to America, he took a position as superintendent of the
Florence Crittendon Mission in Baltimore. Later, he moved on to
Knoxville, Tennessee, where he pastored his own People’s Tabernacle
Church. His last move was to Jacksonville some time after the great fire
of 1901.

Here he established the Central City Mission which ministered to and
fed the destitute and downtrodden of the community. He became a very
popular figure in local circles at all levels of society and successfully
raised the sums necessary to keep his ministry going.

Early in 1912 he returned to England so he could meet with his family
and also visit other missions similar to the one he led in Jacksonville. One
newspaper referred to his trip as a “tour of investigation to the hotbeds of
iniquity in London, England” while another reported that his travels were
for the purpose of “familiarizing himself with the best methods of lifting
fallen humanity.”

Upon his return to the States he was accompanied by his wife’s sister,
the widow Ada Ball (nee Hall). They were offered a special rate to return
on the Titanic on its maiden voyage. His preaching in England prior to the
Titanic’s departure was so popular that a band playing the hymn “Nearer
My God To Thee” escorted the reverend and sister-in-law to the train
station.

It was during his and the Titanic’s last hours that Reverend Bateman’s
Christianity shone most brightly. Once the ship appeared doomed he was
one of its most active passengers seeking to help those in need. Ada Ball
remembered later that he told her “Don’t be nervous, Annie. This will test
our faith. I must stay and let the women go. If we never meet again on this
earth, we will meet again in Heaven.”

As the ship slowly sank a surviving passenger recalled that Bateman
“collected about 50 men on the stern of the ship and told them that they
should prepare for death. And he led them in praying the Lord’s Prayer.”
Bateman is also credited by some with leading the ship’s band in the
playing of his favorite hymn “Nearer My God To Thee” shortly before the
ship‘s stern went under the dark sea.

Bateman’s body was recovered 12 days later floating face down. He
was the 174th victim taken aboard the cable ship Mackay-Bennett. He was
identified by various personal items on his body which was first taken to
a morgue in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Once notified by authorities, his wife
had the body returned to Jacksonville where the reverend was given an
elaborate funeral attended by a great number of the city’s residents and led
by eleven ministers at the First Baptist Church. Reverend Robert James
Bateman was then laid to rest in Evergreen Cemetery. 

Several weeks after the ship’s sinking his widow and a nephew
received in the mail two postcards which he had sent from Cherbourg,
France, where the Titanic had stopped to pick up more passengers. 

His wife’s card said, “I feel that my trip has not been in vain. God has
singularly blessed me. We had a glorious revival…It was the Time of My
Life.” To his nephew he wrote, “Tom, if this ship goes to the bottom, I
shall not be there, I shall be up yonder. Think of it!”

There in my Father’s home, safe and at rest,

There in my savior’s love, perfect blest;

Age after age to be, nearer my God to Thee.

Chorus: Nearer, my God, to Thee, nearer to Thee!



Page 24 Christ the King Courier May 2012

You Shall Be My Witnesses,

Lessons Beyond Dachau

A Testament to Faith Over Tyranny

Archbishop Kazimierz Majdanski

by Carol-Ann Black

I had just finished reading this
book when I realized that April 20
was Holocaust Remembrance Day
and that You Shall Be My Witnesses
would mark the day well for
readers of the Courier. I have read a
number of Holocaust books over
the years, but this one was unique
because it revealed the remarkable
character of this very holy man
throughout his five-year ordeal of
Nazi persecution; persecution
directed at him as a Catholic
seminarian and as a Polish national.

As WWII began with the
invasion and occupation of Poland
by the Germans from the west and
then the Russians from the east, the
seminarians were driven from their
seminary in Wloclawek to Lublin
to Warsaw and back to Wloclawek.
These journeys gave them but a
foretaste of refugee existence. By
November 1939, however, their
path took the seminarians and
professors and other staff to prison
nearby, and after stops along the
way, to Dachau in December 1940.
The winters of 1942 and 1943 were
exceptionally harsh. Some of the
original group from Wloclawek
were still together,  but some had
succumbed to their torturous
existence or had been sent to other
camps.

In November of 1942
Seminarian Majdanski began his
greatest ordeal. He was chosen for
inclusion in medical experiments
that were designed to investigate
the possible therapeutic value of
certain drugs. Throughout this
often near-death experience he
takes the trouble to speak of nurses
and attendants (prisoners also, who
were required to participate in these
medical experiments) who offered
comfort and aid regularly despite
their required outward manner of
“inhumane coldness.”  By January
1943 Seminarian Majdanski had
survived his repeated injections and
surgeries and returned to the main
body of the camp. He learned then
of the death of Bishop Michael

Kozal who had left  the seminary in
Wloclawek at the same time as the
others connected with their priestly
education. (Bishop Kozal is up for
canonization for his exemplary,
Christ-like example during his time
at Dachau.)

Bishop Majdanski devotes one
chapter to the maintenance and
encouragement of spiritual life in
the camps he went through. The
Polish Catholic clergy were more
restricted than those of other
nationalities and their living
conditions were markedly worse. In
spite of this there were prayer
groups, educational efforts,
especially directed toward the
seminarians in the camp, and
language classes.  All were directed
to the time when they would be
able to return to their priestly
vocations out in the world.

The last winter in Dachau,
marked by a typhoid fever
epidemic, saw the war front move
ever closer to the camp, and on
April 29, 1945 the camp authorities
surrendered without battle to the
American forces. Several weeks
passed and a Vatican delegation
from Paris came to care for the sick
and still suffering. It was decided
that these Polish clergy would go
with a fellow prisoner, Edmund
Michelet, to Paris to await a time
when they could return to Poland.
This was not a universally happy
event as the French were not easily
able to accommodate the group of
“foreigners” in their ravaged
country.  

After two months and some
extra preparation, the seminarians
from Dachau were ordained in
Paris. Father Majdanski continued
his studies in various European
cities and returned to Poland in
1949. Time passed and he was
ordained bishop by Cardinal Stefan
Wyszynski in the Wlaclawek
Cathedral. 

In 1970 Bishop Majdanski led a
pilgrimage for priests and bishops,
who had been inmates of
concentration camps, to the sites of
former camps, ending in Rome.
The success of this pilgrimage was
not always assured. It had the
backing of the Holy Father, but it
was the cold war era after all, and
there were many borders to cross
and politics to manage. 

In 1975 another phase of post-
camp experience began. In Munich
the courts were examining the case
of ex-Sturmbannfuhrer Shutz, who
had been responsible for the
planning and execution of the
medical experimentation programs
at Dachau.  Bishop Majdanski was
asked to give his testimony and that
testimony is included in this book.
Very brief and to the point. He
spared no detail to convict Shutz,
but repeatedly referred to others
who had treated him kindly and
with compassion. Reliving his
concentration camp experience was
painful after 20 years of liberation,
and repeated references to those

experiences remained difficult for
him until his death. Most difficult
for him to understand and accept
was the public reaction to his
testimony—-indifference. The
people preferred to forget and to
“get on with life.”

At public events where he was
asked to speak of his Dachau
experiences, he emphasized the
work of reconciliation in order to
affect Christian renewal in Europe.
In April 1975, he founded the
Institute for Studies on the Family,
which remained his primary tool to
repair the fabric of family life
throughout Europe after the war.
Bishop Majdanski died at the age
of 91 on April 29, 2007—-the same
day as the sixty-second anniversary

of  Dachau’s liberation and the
same year as the thirty-second
anniversary of the founding of the
Institute of Studies on the Family

The most striking feature of this
entire story for me was Bishop
Majdanski’s belief that all of his
sufferings were a means to grace to
be a better human being in Christ.
He never deviated from this belief.

The only difficulty I had with
this book was some of the
chronology.  Keeping dates straight
was trying and it is entirely
possible that I have assigned one
event or another to the incorrect
summer or winter of which year. I
highly recommend You Shall Be My
Witnesses.

You Shall Be My Witnesses

By: Charm I Saults

Mothers come in many sizes, but they always 

have room in their hearts to love one more.

Ready to give an extra word of encouragement.

They have common sense and knowledge

about a number of things.

People can hear, but mothers listen

For the true meaning to what you say.

People can look, but mothers always see

Just how unique and special you are.

Whether you are dressed in your finest

Or just came in from playing sports or work.

People think they know you, but only your

Mother really understands your dreams.

What favorite hobby, flower, color or food you like.

They know how to make you smile.

Mothers can change ordinary things into special

memories from putting a smiley face on your pancakes

to giving you a hug when you are hurt or disappointed.

Not every woman is a mother, but women still show

The basic instincts of caring, helping, teaching, listening,

Giving encouragement, hope and love to others.

When mothers are not working at being mothers they

Make the best of friends forever.

Mothers



An Amusing Beginning...

by Judy Koziolek

I was at a Christ the King
Council of Catholic Women, Circle
6 meeting catching up on the news
with my friend Charm when she
mentioned that the Courier was
soon celebrating its 15th anniver-
sary. As we talked about the
Courier, I told her a little of how
the Courier began. It was fun to
reminisce. Well, Charm, being
Charm said, “Write an article.” I
told her that I didn’t think so, as I
had already written one for the
paper’s 10th anniversary. But she
wouldn’t take no for an answer. So,
here I am once again, reminiscing
about how it all began…

About fifteen years ago, I
became the founding editor of
“Christ the King Courier”. It
seemed like a great opportunity to
be of service to a community that I
had come to love very much. Father
Robert  Baker was just settling in as
our new pastor.  I was front office
manager, secretary to the pastor
and an assistant to Father Brian
Carey and Father Thanh Nguyen,
the associate pastors at the time. 

One day in passing, Father
Baker mentioned that he would like
to begin a newsletter where we
could put in a few articles about the
ministries and also use it to inform
parishioners about the Church.
“Wow!” I thought, “A newsletter
was a fantastic idea!” My head
began spinning with ideas. 

There were so many things that
couldn’t be expressed in the bul-
letin…Christ the King had a lot of
ministries, and I was sure that many
parishioners didn’t have a clue
about the amount of effort that went
into keeping a ministry alive and
running. Jane and I spent a lot of
time just trying to fit in the times
and dates of upcoming events.
There was literally no room to let
our parishioners know how suc-
cessful and fun the events had
turned out to be. This newsletter
would be a good complement to the
bulletin. It could be a monthly pub-
lication. I was excited about the
idea, so I went in to Father’s office
to talk it over with him. 

At the next Parish Council
Meeting, Father Baker brought up
the subject of the monthly newslet-
ter, and it was agreed that I would
become the editor.  I was so excit-
ed. I went right home to tell my
husband all about it. 

I don’t mind telling you I
wouldn’t have been so jubilant had
I known what was going to happen
next. Let me tell you why. The next
day I woke up with all sorts of ideas
running through my head for the
first issue. I could ask the ministry
leaders to bring me the news and
information about their respective
ministries…and pictures too! Lots

of pictures! To begin with I could
highlight a single ministry in the
newsletter. Also, I could highlight
one of our priests. And I would
need to get ideas from Father Baker
on what he wanted to include as he
had mentioned “faith issues.”  I
suddenly realized that I was getting
way ahead of myself. The first step
would be to meet again with Father
Baker to decide how we would pro-
ceed…who would publish it… the
cost … the whole business side of
things.

Well, before I even got all my
ideas down on paper…in walked
Father Bob to introduce me to his
vision of a newsletter. In his hands
he held a newspaper which I was to
learn was a copy of the Cathedral’s
newsletter!

I was dumbstruck…a newspa-
per! As he showed me the articles
in the paper all I could think was
“Whatever happened to the
newsletter to complement the bul-
letin?” and “How would I ever
manage to write and put together
something so…so big!” 

Well, once I finally found my
voice I told him while I thought it
was a great idea, I didn’t have a
clue as to how to produce a news-
paper much less be able to come up
with so much to put in it. But my
objections didn’t deter him…He
said that I could take as much time
as I needed to learn and get every-
thing up and running. Then he
wrote down the number of his pre-
vious editor at the Cathedral, gave
it to me and said that she would be
able to tell me everything I would
need to know about publishing a
newspaper. 

Father Baker had confidence in
my ability to do this, I certainly
couldn’t let him down. With deter-
mination I looked down at the notes
I had begun that morning. I set
them aside, took  Father Baker’s
handwritten note with Betsy’s num-
ber,  and began to dial…

What you have read was just
the very beginning of the journey.
The rest…as they say…is history.
God has blessed our journey. Over
the last fifteen years the paper has
had many ups and downs and is
still, in my opinion, the best church
newspaper of its kind. Right from
its very first edition this paper has
been awe inspiring. In retrospect it
seemed to take on a life of its own.
But in reality the momentum and
the enthusiasm and the dedication
of all of its staff members, past to
present and everyone in every min-
istry that ever contributed to it
throughout the years has kept this
paper loaded with all of God’s
blessings. 

Carol Ann Black said it best
when she wrote “The Courier was
the brainchild of Father Baker, but
the lovechild of the corps of volun-
teers who put together the first

issue in May of 1998” (Courier Ten

Years, issue 40, May 2008-page 28).  I
still read the Courier and I can tell
you that the ‘love’ is still thriving in
each and every issue…what a
blessing and most certainly the
child has grown!

The continued popularity of our
paper is amazing! Its quality and
richness has only improved
throughout the years. I remember
how volunteer Tony Trotti (a pub-
lisher with his own paper) kept
telling us, “With each issue it will
get better”… and he was right. Our
paper has even been read and
praised outside our sphere. It has
made its way to Miami where it
was read by Bishop Larkin, Christ
the King’s founding pastor, and it
made its way to the Vatican into the
hands of the late Pope John Paul II.
I will never forget the letter we
received telling us this news. Who
knows where our Couriers have
traveled since then.

When I told Father Thanh about
writing this article he too expressed
his opinion stating that it was truly
a “walk in faith”. As pastor he
believes it is a wonderful way to
communicate to our parishioners.
He shared with me that since he has
been pastor many other priests of
the diocese have commended him
on the work of the Courier and he
also said, “Bishop Snyder, Bishop
Galeone, and Bishop Estévez
always look forward to receiving
and reading each quarterly issue.”
Then he added his thanks to those
of us who took up the challenge at
Bishop Baker’s request to begin
such an endeavor and to those who
have kept it going throughout these
fifteen years. He is particularly
proud of the way the ministries
have come together in cooperation
with the Courier staff. Without
everyone working together, no pub-
lication would exist.

After almost ten years (one
issue shy) I gave up my position on
the paper and Carol Ann Black
became the Courier’s editor. She
has graciously agreed to share her
thoughts and experiences of the last
five years:

Courier…The Story Continues…

by Carol Ann Black

I became increasingly active
with the Courier at about the time
that we went to the computer/desk-
top method of construction.
Although I did some limited
amount of proofing prior to that, I
was never involved in assembling
the “boards” which were used to
lay out and print up our paper. I
missed a piece of history. I joined a
going concern. But it was a chang-
ing operation. My computer expert-
ise is still so limited as to be laugh-
able, but the folks who knew what
they were doing are absolutely reli-

able and even the first issue of my
time as editor came out full of inter-
esting things to read and on time. 

Changes wrought by the com-
puter meant that we could receive
articles and pictures via email
rather than having to type them into
format or scan them to be usable.
And while that is helpful for the
Courier staff, it was doubly helpful
for folks writing the articles and
getting them to us with a single
click. 

So the computer is exciting. But
the best part of being the editor of
the paper has been working with
the people who contribute so much
of themselves to making our
Courier not only unique but useful
to the parish community. These
would include not only the staff
people but the wonderful ministry
heads who keep us up to date on
their activities. At some levels I am
a salesman for the Courier. Not
everybody I approach for an article
is thrilled to put one together. It is a
time-consuming effort. My
favorites are generally the creative
ones that share the author’s inter-
ests and experiences. And our pho-
tographers, who are professional in
all ways, never flinch. They are
always willing and able to cover
parish and school events for us.
Some folks who worked on the
Courier early on have gone on to
other things—-other ministries. But
a lot of them come back again. We
are a flexible operation and the
people make it happen.

Most important  to the Courier
is the readers. If we don’t get read,
there is no point to the effort.
Reader interest and comments keep
us on our toes and I hope that we
continue to thrive for a long time. 

Special Note from Judy:
Extra! Extra! Read all about it!

If you would like to read ‘the
rest of the story’ of the first ten
years look on Christ the King’s
website. www.ctkcatholic.com. Click
on Catholic Church. Click on
Christ the King Courier. Scroll
down and click on prior issues. Go
to May 2008, page 20 and August
2008, page 14 to read the article It
Was The Best Of Times…It Was The
Worst Of Times (Parts 1&2).  

Also included in the August
2008 issue (page 23) is an article on
the Courier by writer Bill
Dougherty…one of our first volun-
teers. All Courier volunteers were
just like Bill…hard working,
accepting of challenges with grace
and humility and always doing the
best they could at the time. 

Thank you all from the bottom
of my heart for your help, friend-
ship and love…and, especially,
“Thanks for the memories.” 
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Christ the King Courier Celebrates

15th Birthday
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Scouts On The Go!!

Juniper Springs Canoe

Photo 001

by Quinton Gardener, Star Rank, Age 13

After all the trips I’ve been on, this one I will remember forever.  Not
because it was fun, but the time spent out and about and not on a video
game.  Yes, they are fun, but a game cannot teach you to canoe.  Joining
the Boy Scouts does not make you uncool in any way.  It prepares you for
the hardships in life and will give you a new understanding of the
wilderness.  I have been going on trips since I was three.  My brother is
an Eagle Scout and now I am a Boy Scout, working my way towards the
Eagle, too.  With all the trips, the Juniper Springs run was by far the most
fun.

Row, Row, Row Your Boat

by Louis A. Luyando

We are all familiar with the title rhyme.  However, things don’t always
work out so happily.

Juniper Run was about seven miles of very challenging obstacles,
twists and sharp turns.  While the run looked like something out of Dr.
Seuss’ worst nightmare, the scenery was beautiful and tranquil as
raccoons washed their paws alongside the edge, deer roamed free, turtles
basked in the sun, and otters swam near. Scott Steele and I are canoeing
buddies.  We always take up the rear.  It is our job to make sure the boys
keep up with the rest of the canoes.

Several of the canoes had trouble staying afloat.  We supervised their
progress as THEY worked together using our canoe to perform a T-
rescue.  That’s when they swim with their sunken canoe and lift their
canoe onto ours in the upside down position.  This will drain the water
out, allow them to repack their equipment, mount and continue on their
“merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily” way.

The excitement not only rested with the boys.  There was plenty to go
around.  I’m always in the front paddling and guiding.  Scott steers and is
the one in charge of the canoe.  Sort of like, I’m the engineer of a train
and Scott’s the conductor.  The conductor gives the commands. Up ‘till
that point, we had never flipped.  We were to be christened.  We not only
got a face full of very cold water, fate dictated we wipe out three times—
- BURRRR!

In all, ten of twelve canoes capsized.  It is the trips that don’t go as
planned that are remembered in life.

We were challenged, we laughed, and we had fun.  That is what we do
at Troop 5.

Scout Canoe Trip

by Joe LaPointe III, Troop 5, Age 11, Scout Rank

I went canoeing for the first time ever last weekend.  I was in the front
and did most of the paddling while my partner sat in back to steer us in
the right direction.  I had so much fun but it was challenging because there
were logs in and above the water that you had to dodge and maneuver
around.  On our journey I saw an alligator and two deer for the first time
in the wild.  I am proud to say my canoe never flipped over although we
came close several times.  The water was crystal clear and COLD!  When
we finally came to the end of our run at Juniper Springs, I was a little sad
it had come to an end.  I will never forget my first canoe trip with Troop
5.

Boy Scout Camping Trip

by Caleb M. Colburn, Scout Rank,

Age 11

I really think that the camping
trip was fun.  I had a blast.  I have
to say, the canoeing was especially
cool since it was my first
experience.  However, after my
neat adventure on the water, I
realized I had a rash on my arm.  It
was probably due to the fiberglass
canoe.  Maybe I will use an
aluminum canoe next time.  I am
sure I will canoe again.  I am really
looking forward to it.

Brushy…Rinsey… Flossy…

by Louis A. Luyando

How long do you brush, and how many times a day?  When and how
long do you rinse?  When and how do you properly floss?

All very important questions answered by Ivette Rodriguez-Garcia,
R.D.H., my hygienist from Arlington Dental Center.

Miss Ivette gave one hour of her time-to-share to a room full of scouts
from Christ The King, Troop 5.  There were about 20 scouts in all.  She
provided demonstrations with clear understanding of the importance of
maintaining healthy oral hygiene, while answering all the questions the
kids came up with.

I feel confident that the boys will take on an active role in caring for
their “pearly whites,” especially on camp outs.  They really got excited
when Miss Ivette passed out the hygiene kits (toothpastes, tooth brushes,
and floss) she prepared for them.

As Scout Leaders, we try to make the scouting experience a fun,
challenging and rewarding one.

The Juniper Run

by Terry Rhow, First Class, Age 13

I had a lot of fun on the Juniper Springs canoe run this past weekend.
I had a chance to hang out with my friends and the canoeing was the best
part.  The course was challenging, but fun.  Every time you swerved out
of the way of an obstacle you would run into another one.  The water was
clear and cool and the animal life was cool also.  You could see fish,
otters, turtles and a baby alligator or two.  When we got back to camp that
night, I got out a Halloween mask I brought and scared people as they
came out of the restroom.  And well, that’s my trip.
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by Stephanie Chinault

Christ the King Catholic School has an important mission to fulfill for
our church – to evangelize. Our pastor, Father Thanh, has hung banners
viewable as you leave Mass which state, “You are entering the mission
field.” This banner is a reminder to us to speak to others at home, at work,
and especially at school about God’s love for us. One way people experi-
ence God’s love is through community, and our school community has
been hard at work!

Out of our 199 school families, 90% have chosen to volunteer 20
hours throughout this school year. As of January, our parents have logged
in 2,841 hours! Events such as Sacramental receptions, the Fall Carnival,
concessions at sporting events, class parties, etc., all occur because par-
ents volunteer their time at the school. These events build a sense of com-
munity which makes students and their families feel a part of the greater
community of God – and they work.

In January, five families registered to become parishioners at our
church because they are joining our school. Father Thanh just announced
that Armon Antolin has been approved by Bishop Estevez to join the sem-
inary – the third graduate of Christ the King in two years to do so. Our
current Parish Council President and Principal are former graduates of
Christ the King. Catholic school promotes Catholic leadership.

Christ the King School

by Chris Hildreth

It is crazy to believe, but enrollment has been in full swing for the
2012-2013 school year for the past few months. One change next year is
the return of the PK3 program. The school is offering a class for children
who are age three by September 1, 2012 on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday mornings. If you have a  three year old, or know someone who
does, call the office at 724-2954 or visit www.ctkcatholic.com/school for
more information or to schedule a personal tour. Space is limited, so act
now.

In other school enrollment news, the VPK enrollment is going strong.
We expect to completely fill our classes this year again. If you did not
know, the Florida Voluntary Pre-K (VPK) program is free to all children
who are age four by September 1, 2012. The real question for a parent
who has a four year old should not be whether or not to participate, but
rather where to do so.  

It is important for a parent to actually tour the facility, meet the teach-
ers and ask questions. A Pre-K center is a place that your child will go to
for an entire school year and the skills they learn are important. Here are
some questions people might ask themselves as they tour different facili-
ties:

1. Do the children look happy and active?
2. Are the children engaged in hands-on activities?
3. Are the children “playing” and learning to ask their own questions
and figure out their own answers?
4. Do the children have opportunities to practice meaningful lan-
guage?
5. Are the children learning to be responsible for themselves and car-
ing of others?

At Christ the King School, we are confident that the answer to these
questions will be yes! We look forward to welcoming your child to the
wonderful world of learning in Pre-Kindergarten. The school is also
accepting enrollment up to and including eighth grade. CTKS is looking
forward to another wonderful year.

CTKS - 

On the Preschool Front

The following students have earned Academic Honors for the third
quarter of the 2011 – 2012 academic year. We congratulate these students
on their achievements.

JohnArmon Antolin

Austin Asher

Brooke Asher

John Ashley

George Assi

Stephen Azar

Samantha Beams

Austin Boyd

Christian Mikel Chan

Jan Edward Dela Cruz

Jeffrey Dela Cruz

Brandon Diaz

Andrew Dinh

Julia Eason

Palmer Frye

Stephanie Grochmal

Hailey Guinn

Kelsey Hayes

Peter House

Rachel House

Joshua Johnson

Nicholas Johnson

Rebecca Jones

Stephanie Joost

Ezekiel Juego

Cassidy Lewis

David Longenecker

Paul Longenecker

Mathew Lynch

Donna Mahfouz

Yara Mahfouz

Brendan McClellan

Miranda McCown

William Morgan

Elizabeth O’Malley

Janel Clarisse Palomo

Steven Pietrusza Jr

Royce Reyes

Tristan Reyes

Lauren Reynolds

Alexandra Richer

Daniel Sanford Jr.

Christina Schmitt

Megan Schroder

Erica Stanfill

Kaitlyn Tackett

Aleeza Tecson

Albert Tine, III

JohnLuke Vega

Kelly Wolfe

David Yarborough

Bishop Kenny

Honor Roll

by Helen Ramos

Our newest “Minnie

Vinnies” at Christ the King

Catholic School under the

direction of Connie

Goodbread and Melissa

Kabat saved their spending

money during Lent in order

to go on a Vincentian shopping spree. The kindergarten classes went to

Publix grocery store on March 14, accompanied by parents and teachers.

They took their shopping list and money and proceeded to select the

items. With the assistance of store cashiers, they completed the purchase

and returned to school. They were greeted at St. Vincent de Paul food

pantry by Vincentians Norma and Berry Landers. Students “shelved”

their purchases and prayed for the people that would be served. Great job,

MINNIE VINNIES

Minnie Vinnies
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by Carol-Ann Black

Mega Congratulations are due
to the Christ the King Child Care
Center and its director Theresa
Little.

On April 27, the award of
“Demonstrating Guiding Stars of
Duval” was presented to Theresa by
Susan Main, Executive Director of
Early Learning Coalition of Duval
County. Also present at the
ceremony was the Honorable
Stephen Wise, Florida Senator, and

David Wilkins, Secretary of the Florida Department of Children and
Families.

The goals of the Early Learning Coalition of Duval County are to
improve the literacy rate of Jacksonville children; to coordinate
community early learning initiatives; and to support Jacksonville child
care providers as they transition
from custodial care to early learning
care. Progress in achieving these
goals provides greater literacy for all
of our children, which is so key to
their making their way in the world.
Our outstanding, quality Child Care
Center is one more indicator of the
commitment of Christ the King
Parish to true social justice. 

Again—-Congratulations to
Theresa and her dedicated staff.

Guiding Stars of

Duval Award

Martin Hudacek, a young Slovak artist, has named his recent
sculpture Memorial for Unborn Children. It is meant to draw attention to
the devastation that abortion can bring to a woman, but that through the
love and mercy of God, reconciliation and healing are possible. 

This art is presented in Banska Bystrzyca, Slovakia.  The sculpture
shows a woman weeping about an abortion  and her killed unborn baby
who is approaching her kneeling mother, offering forgiveness. 

“This is heartbreaking sculpture,” said Dr. William Kurz, a Jesuit
from Marquette University, Milwaukee, “it touches deeply the mother’s
sorrow and shows the dignity of an aborted baby.”

“This picture is simple… beautiful.  I was moved and looked a long
time at it.  I was feeling many things; the woman with … her pain hidden
in her hands… with shame… her daughter stretches out a small hand and
blesses her.  This is for me the top of forgiveness which comes only
through God’s love,” said one of the members of Project Hope, a program
for women touched by abortion.

Martin Hudacek

Sculpture

I’ve kept a small freshwater fish tank for many years. You don’t have
to walk them, and they don’t make a lot of noise. At the last Country Store
at CK, I bought a big 30-gallon tank with a nice looking stand for a good
price. I installed it in my sitting room, where I usually say my prayers in
the morning before I go to work, (or take a nap when I get home from
work! I stocked it with neon tetras, a couple of red-wag platys, and some
algae eaters. There are some plastic plants, a hollow decoration they can
swim around and hide in, and a big white sea shell. I’ve got the fish
trained that when the light comes on, it’s feeding time.

Recently I was reading my morning meditation from Psalm 104. 

There is the sea, great and broad,
In which are swarms without number,
Animals both small and great.
They all wait for You
To give them their food in due season.
You give to them, they gather it up;
You open Your hand, they are satisfied with good.

When I turn on the light and sprinkle in the fish
food, it looks like manna raining down from heaven
on my little fishies. I make the light shine for them,
and I make it dark. They wait for me to give them
their food. I am like God to them, though my
husband reminds me that I didn’t give them life, just
a home. I watch them, see their little personalities, how
some of them school together, some are loners. I am
tickled that the platys had baby fish, so now there are
eight little orange fish swimming around. I like 

watching them be who they are, just being fish. If I, a human being,
take such delight in watching little fish, how much more must God delight
in watching me, made in His image. What drama!

On further reflection, I was reminded of Jesus’ words in Matthew 6: 

6

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more
valuable than they? 

27

Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour
to your life?

31

…So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 

32

… your heavenly Father
knows [what] you need...

As I go to work every weekday, wondering what is going to
happen to my job with the new contract, I am reminded of my

fishes. I give them their food, not because they do any great
deeds, but because they are mine, and I take care of them.

Will God not do the same for me?

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your
faithful.
Enkindle in them the fire of Your love.
Send forth Your Spirit, and they shall be created,
And You shall renew the face of the earth.

Meditations Beside My Fish Tank
by Mitzi Vergenz 

Want to speak to a priest?

Check out the info table in the

Gathering Area.




