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A Prayer of Thanksgiving
God, source and giver of all things,

we give you thanks on this Thanksgiving Day 
for the beauty of the whole of creation.

We give you thanks for the blessings of family and friends:
both those gathered around this table and 
those who are present only in our hearts.

We give you thanks for this food, prepared by loving hands 
and for the graces you provide to nourish our bodies,
minds and hearts so that we might better serve you.

Help us to be faithful stewards of all that has been given us.
May we reflect that which we have received to all we meet,

especially the less fortunate in our midst.

Used with permission from Glenmary Home Missioners
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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and

parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope

that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two

of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King

Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message

of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as

exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,

gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has

forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in

your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to

refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials

submitted for publication.

Virtue of faith according to the Catechism of Catholic

Church

Introduction

The whole structure of the Catechism of the Catholic Church is built
on the relationship between God and men. From God’s side this initial
relationship is expressed in Revelation and the Incarnation, and from
man’s side this relationship is expressed in faith to the revealed word and
especially incarnated Word – Jesus, son of God. Faith opens this
relationship with God and leads man to the fullness of life with God. The
Catechism explains very clearly, that the fundamental goal of man’s life
is to know and love God: “God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself,
in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to make him share in his
own blessed life. For this reason, at every time and in every place, God
draws close to man. He calls man to seek him, to know him, to love him
with all his strength. He calls together all men, scattered and divided by
sin, into the unity of his family, the Church. To accomplish this, when the
fullness of time had come, God sent his Son as Redeemer and Savior. In
his Son and through him, he invites men to become, in the Holy Spirit, his
adopted children and thus heirs of his blessed life.” Jesus’ mission is
continued by His Apostles through proclamation of the Gospel and
providing the sacraments according to Jesus’ words: “Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.”
(Mt 28:19-20) (CCC 1)

Personal free response to God’s word and the welcoming of Christ’s
call obliges men to proclaim the Good News everywhere in the world:
“All Christ’s faithful are called to hand it on from generation to
generation, by professing the faith, by living it in fraternal sharing, and by
celebrating it in liturgy and prayer (Acts 2:42).”

Obedience of faith

The very nature of the human being seeks truth. Faith opens the door
of truth before man and then involves obedience to God’s word because
His words contain truth eternal. The Catechism expresses this principle in
the following way: “To obey (from the Latin ob-audire, to “hear or listen
to”) in faith is to submit freely to the word that has been heard, because
its truth is guaranteed by God, who is Truth itself. Then Catechism gives
us two great examples of obedience of faith—-Abraham and the Blessed
Virgin Mary: “Abraham is the model of such obedience offered us by
Sacred Scripture. The Virgin Mary is its most perfect embodiment.” (CCC
144)

The Letter to the Hebrews, in its great eulogy of the faith of Israel’s
ancestors, lays special emphasis on Abraham’s faith: “By faith, Abraham
obeyed when he was called to go out to a place which he was to receive
as an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was to go.”(Heb
11:8)  By faith, he lived as a stranger and pilgrim in the Promised Land
(Gen 23:4). By faith, Sarah was given to conceive the son of the promise,
and by faith Abraham offered his only son in sacrifice (Heb 11:17) (CCC
145). In this way “Abraham fulfills the definition of faith in Hebrews”
11:1: “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things
not seen”; “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness.”(Rom 4:3) Because he was “strong in his faith,” Abraham
became the “father of all who believe.” (Rom 4:11).

The Virgin Mary - most perfectly embodies the obedience of faith.
By faith Mary welcomes the tidings and promise brought by the angel
Gabriel, believing that “with God nothing will be impossible” and so
giving her assent: “Behold I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be [done]
to me according to your word” (Lk 1:37-38).  Elizabeth greeted her:
“Blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what

was spoken to her from the
Lord.” (Lk 1:45) Throughout
her life and until her last
ordeal, when Jesus, her son,
died on the cross, Mary’s faith
never wavered. She never
ceased to believe in the
fulfillment of God’s word,
and so the Church venerates
in Mary the purest realization
of faith. (CCC 148-149).

Truth of faith

The fundamental focus of
faith is belief in the Triune
God: 

To God the father: “Faith is first of all a personal adherence of man to
God. At the same time, and inseparably, it is a free assent to the whole
truth that God has revealed. As personal adherence to God and assent
to his truth, Christian faith differs from our faith in any human person.
It is right and just to entrust oneself wholly to God and to believe
absolutely what he says. It would be futile and false to place such faith
in a creature.” CCC 150

To believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God: believing in God cannot be
separated from believing in the One he sent, his “beloved Son,” in
whom the Father is “well pleased.” The Lord himself said to his
disciples: “Believe in God, believe also in me.” (Jn 14:1) CCC 151 

To believe in the Holy Spirit:  One cannot believe in Jesus Christ without
sharing in his Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit who reveals to men who
Jesus is. For “no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy
Spirit,” (I Cor 12:3) who “searches everything, even the depths of
God. No one comprehends the thoughts of God, except the Spirit of
God.” (I Cor 2:10-11.) Only God knows God completely: we believe
in the Holy Spirit because he is God. CCC 152 

The Characteristics of Faith

Finally, the Catechism presents the characteristics of faith which helps
us to understand the nature of faith. 

Faith is a grace: “Faith is a gift of God, a supernatural virtue infused
by him. Before this faith can be exercised, man must have the grace of
God to move and assist him; he must have the interior helps of the Holy
Spirit, who moves the heart and converts it to God, who opens the eyes of
the mind and makes it easy for all to accept and believe the truth.”(DV 5;
cf. DS 377; 3010) CCC 153

Faith is a human act: “Believing is an authentically human act.
Trusting in God and cleaving to the truths he has revealed is contrary
neither to human freedom nor to human reason. In faith, the human
intellect and will co-operate with divine grace.” “Believing is an act of the
intellect assenting to the divine truth by command of the will moved by
God through grace.” (St. Thomas Aquinas, STh II-II, 2, 9) CCC 154-155

Faith is certain:  Faith is more certain than all human knowledge
because it is founded on the very word of God who cannot lie. To be sure,
revealed truths can seem obscure to human reason and experience, but
“the certainty that the divine light gives is greater than that which the light
of natural reason gives.” (St. Thomas Aquinas, STh II-II 171, 5, obj. 3) 

Faith seeks understanding: “It is intrinsic to faith that a believer
desires to know better the One in whom he has put his faith, and to
understand better what He has revealed; a more penetrating knowledge
will in turn call forth a greater faith, increasingly set afire by love...” 

Continued on page 4
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Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-

tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the

Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct

quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,

if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not

capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Father Cornelius J. Carr, son of
Cornelius and Mary Carr, was born
in Buffalo, NY. He attended
Canisius High School and after
graduation, went to Georgetown
University. After his freshman year
at Georgetown, Neil entered the
Society of Jesus at St. Andrew-on-
Hudson. He studied philosophy at
Woodstock College and then in
1945, for regency, taught sopho-
mores and juniors at Loyola School
in Manhattan.

In 1947 Neil moved to
Spellman Hall on the Fordham
University Campus to study educa-
tion. Then in 1948 he went to
Weston College in Weston, MA to
study theology. After ordination
and his fourth year of theology,
Neil moved to the Martyr’s Shrine
in Auriesville, NY for tertianship.

In 1953 Neil taught Latin and
English at his alma mater, Canisius
High School, and in 1954 he
moved to St. Peter’s Prep in Jersey
City, NJ, as principal. In 1960,
when the Buffalo Province was
formed, Neil moved to McQuaid
High School in Rochester, NY, to
assume the duties of Principal of
McQuaid and the responsibility of
Prefect of Studies for the two
province High Schools (McQuaid
and Canisius High in Buffalo.)  In
1965 Neil moved to the new
Buffalo Provincial Residence in
Syracuse, NY and also became
Director of Special Studies for the
Province.

In December of 1966, Neil
became the second and the last
Provincial of Buffalo Province
until the reincorporation of the
Buffalo Province into the New
York Province in 1968. Neil then
moved to Kohlmann Hall in the
Bronx as Socius to the New York
Provincial. Later that year he went
to Rio Piedras in Puerto Rico as
assistant principal of Collegio San
Ignacio, a post he held for four
years.

In 1972 Neil came back to
Buffalo to be Student Counselor
and teacher of theology at Canisius
High School. In 1976 he moved to
Jesuit High in New Orleans also as
Student Counselor and teacher of
theology. Then in 1980 Neil came
back to New York to teach theolo-
gy and Latin at Xavier High School
in Manhattan.

In 1983 Neil did pastoral work
at both St. Michael’s Parish in
Buffalo and then in St. Augustine
Cathedral Basilica in St. Augustine,
FL. Then in 1984, Neil came back
to Buffalo to be House Librarian,
Student Counselor and teacher of
Latin in Canisius High School for
the next ten years.

Before taking his sabbatical at
JSTB and at Wernersville, PA in
1994, Neil spent a year of pastoral
work at Christ the King Church in
Jacksonville FL. In 1995 he went to
the Jesuit Retreat House in
Oshkosh, WI as a retreat minister
and then in March of 1999 he came
back to St. Michael’s Parish in
Buffalo as associate pastor and
retreat minister. In 2001, Neil
moved back to Christ the King
Church in Jacksonville, FL as an
associate pastor and remained there
until 2005, when he came to
Murray-Weigel Hall to pray for the
Church and for the Society.

Neil died peacefully in his own
room at Murray-Weigel on the
evening of October 10, 2013 after
many months of gradual weaken-
ing of his heart and lungs. He was
93 years of age. May he rest in
peace.

Editor’s 

Corner

Rest in Peace, Father Carr

Prepare and share

your favorite

ethnic dish.

We need all nationalities’ cuisines.

January 5, 2014 - 11 a.m. Mass

Epiphany: Annual International

Celebration

Hard to believe that we are
nearing the end of 2013, but our
next issue will indeed appear in the
New Year. It has surely been an
adventure,  as we mark the closing
of the Year of Faith on the Feast of
Christ the King at the end of this
month. It has been a year filled
with new and different discussions
and programs meant to increase
knowledge of our wonderful
Catholic faith. If I have learned
nothing else, I have come to realize
how easy it is to take faith for
granted. “It has always been there.”
“Of course I believe in God and the
Holy Catholic Church and all the
rest of it.” But we do get a bit lazy.
To grow our personal relationship
with God, to increase our faith,
requires tending and cultivating,
just like the flowers we labor over
in the spring time. Father Pawel’s
wonderful examination of the
make-up—the construct—of faith
points the way to greater under-
standing of this most generous gift
from God.

It may be a bit odd to think of
the Year of Faith as being upstaged,
but surely that is what happened
with the election of Pope Francis.
Be sure to read Yolanda’s article,
Pope Francis—-A Man of Balance.
Pope Francis, with his arms opened
wide to welcome everyone to the

faith, could be considered one of
the greatest gifts to the Church in
this Year of Faith. We are truly
thankful.

Further into the Courier you
will enjoy coverage of the Rosary
Processions, the teen retreat, and
the activities of the Boy Scouts, the
Girl Scouts and the students at
Christ the King School. The
biggest and the best of all, howev-
er, is the four page spread filled
with reminiscences of many parish
friends of Father Thanh. As we
recall the years that Father Thanh
has been with us, we offer prayers
of thanksgiving for his faithful,
prayerful labors on our behalf. He
often signs his name with the letters
S, C, P, which stand for Simple
Country Priest. As he moves into
his position as pastor of St.
Joseph’s Parish, a large and com-
plex parish, I think that any hope he
has of being that Simple Country
Priest will be put on hold for future
simpler days. Thank you, Father
Thanh, for all that you have given
to Christ the King.

Welcome to
Christ the King,
Father
Boddie
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In the words of St. Augustine, “I believe, in order to understand; and I

understand, the better to believe.” (St. Augustine, Sermo 43, 7, 9). CCC

158
Faith and science: “Though faith is above reason, there can never be

any real discrepancy between faith and reason. Since the same God who
reveals mysteries and infuses faith has bestowed the light of reason on the
human mind, God cannot deny himself, nor can truth ever contradict
truth.” (Dei Filius 4: DS 3017.) “Consequently, methodical research in all
branches of knowledge, provided it is carried out in a truly scientific
manner and does not override moral laws, can never conflict with the
faith, because the things of the world and the things of faith derive from
the same God. The humble and persevering investigator of the secrets of
nature is being led, as it were, by the hand of God in spite of himself, for
it is God, the conserver of all things, who made them what they are.” (GS
36 # 1) 

Faith is a free human act: To be human, “man’s response to God by
faith must be free, and... therefore nobody is to be forced to embrace the
faith against his will. The act of faith is of its very nature a free act.” (DH
10) CCC 159

The necessity of faith: “Believing in Jesus Christ and in the One who
sent him for our salvation is necessary for obtaining that salvation.” (Mk
16:16) CCC 161

Perseverance in faith: “Faith is an entirely free gift that God makes
to man. We can lose this priceless gift. To live, grow and persevere in the
faith until the end we must nourish it with the word of God; we must beg
the Lord to increase our faith; (Mk 9:24) it must be ‘working through
charity,’ abounding in hope, and rooted in the faith of the Church.” (Gal
5:6) CCC 162

The last characteristic shows how powerful is our faith, which is the
beginning of eternal life: The Catechism states: “Faith makes us taste in
advance the light of the beatific vision, the goal of our journey here
below. Then we shall see God ‘face to face,’ ‘as he is’ (1 Cor 13:12).
However, we need to remember that “faith is often lived in darkness and
can be put to the test. The world we live in often seems very far from the
one promised us by faith. Our experiences of evil and suffering, injustice
and death, seem to contradict the Good News; they can shake our faith
and become a temptation against it.” We always must turn to the
witnesses of faith: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings
so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” (Heb 12:1-2)
CCC 163-165

This general presentation taken from the Catechism of the Catholic
Church shows us the depth and the power of the mystery of our faith. As
we close the Year of Faith, there will be a great opportunity to reflect on
the spiritual fruits of this year, including intellectual understanding of
our faith.

Father Pawel’s Message

Continued from page 2

Conversation between

God and St. Francis

So True!

ST. FRANCIS: Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it
and keep it green. They begin each spring by fertilizing grass and
poisoning any other plant that crops up in the lawn.

GOD: The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow
really fast. That must make the Suburbanites happy.

ST. FRANCIS: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they
cut it - sometimes twice a week.

GOD: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay?

ST. FRANCIS: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in
bags.

GOD: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?

ST. FRANCIS: No, Sir, just the opposite. They pay to throw it away.

GOD: Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow.
And, when it does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away?

ST. FRANCIS: Yes, Sir.

GOD: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut
back on the rain and turn up the heat. That surely slows the growth
and saves them a lot of work.

ST. FRANCIS: You aren’t going to believe this, Lord. When the grass
stops growing so fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money to
water it, so they can continue to mow it and pay to get rid of it.

GOD: What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. That was a
sheer stroke of genius, if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in
the spring to provide beauty and shade in the summer. In the autumn,
they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in
the soil and protect the trees and bushes. It’s a natural cycle of life.

ST. FRANCIS: You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn
a new circle. As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them into great
piles and pay to have them hauled away. 

GOD: No! What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the
winter and to keep the soil moist and loose?

ST. FRANCIS: After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy
something which they call mulch. They haul it home and spread it
around in place of the leaves.

GOD: And where do they get this mulch?

ST. FRANCIS: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the
mulch.

GOD: Enough! I don’t want to think about this anymore. St. Catherine,
you’re in charge of the arts. What movie have you scheduled for us
tonight?

ST. CATHERINE: Dumb and Dumber, Lord. It’s a story about....

GOD: Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis.

GOD: Frank, you know all about gardens and nature. What in the world
is going on down there on the planet? What happened to the
dandelions, violets, milkweeds and stuff I started eons ago? I had a
perfect no-maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any type
of soil, withstand drought and multiply with abandon. The nectar
from the long-lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, honeybees and
flocks of songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colors by now.
But all I see are these green rectangles.

ST. FRANCIS: It’s the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Suburbanites.
They started calling your flowers ‘weeds’ and went to great lengths
to kill them and replace them with grass. 

GOD: Grass? But, it’s so boring. It’s not colorful. It doesn’t attract
butterflies, birds and bees; only grubs and sod worms. It’s sensitive
to temperatures. Do these Suburbanites really want all that grass
growing there?
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Pope Francis - 

A Man of Balance

by Yolanda Cerqueira 

In late September,
Pope Francis who had
been in office for only six
months, surprised not
only Catholics but the
entire religious world. He
granted a ground-break-
ing interview to the Jesuit
magazine, La Civilita

Cattolica, in which he
chastised the Church for
putting too much empha-
sis on dogma and moral
doctrines and not paying
enough attention to min-
istering the needs of the
lay people. Many Catholics were perhaps shocked at first, and without
looking further into what he really was saying, thought that the Pope had
gone soft on the matters of abortion, homosexuality and contraception.
But with more careful thought and reading that is not at all what Pope
Francis was truly saying. 

One of the first things Pope Francis said, that seemed to be over-
looked by many, was the statement, “I am a loyal son of the Church.” The
pope is well aware that his most sacred responsibility is to pass on the
teachings of the Church.

What our new pope was proposing was a new way or new attitude that
the Church should take in regard to the matter of sin. Love the sinner but
hate the sin. It appears that many of us have not separated the sin from the
sinner. We are all children of God. Who did Jesus count among his
friends? He set the example by befriending Mary Magdalene who suppos-
edly was a prostitute and one of his apostles, Matthew, was a tax-collec-
tor and truly despised by the Jewish people as he collected money from
his own people to hand over to the Romans, their conquerors.  Because of
his lack of condemnation and loving message, these people became
champions for Jesus. 

One cannot help but love Pope Francis for his compassion and under-
standing for those who have fallen by the wayside. This is what he says
about finding God in everyone. 

“God is in everyone’s life. Even if the life of a person has been
a disaster, even if it is destroyed by vices, drugs, or anything
else...God is in this person’s life.” 
We are certainly aware of the controversy over the role of women in

the church. There has been some ill feeling among some women’s reli-
gious orders in regard to the position they have taken on social justice and
what the role of women in and out of the Church should be. As said
before, Pope Francis is a traditionalist and is in accord with the Church’s
teaching about women becoming priests, but listen to his words of inclu-
siveness regarding the role of women in the church. 

“The feminine genius is needed wherever we make important
decisions. The challenge today is this: to think about the spe-
cific place of women also in places where the authority of the
church is exercised.”
In regard to nuns specifically, Pope Francis says:
“....I am alive today because of one of them. When I went
through my lung disease at the hospital, the doctor gave me
penicillin and streptomycin in certain doses. The sister who
was on duty tripled my doses because she was glaringly astute;
she knew what to do because she was with sick people all day.
The doctor, who really was a good one, lived in his laboratory,
the sister lived on the frontier and was in dialog with it each
day.” 
Our new pope is looking for a new balance in the life of the Church.

He was asked recently, “What does it mean to think with the Church?” He
replied that it did not mean merely thinking with the hierarchy of the
church. Pope Francis went on to say: 

“This Church with which we should be thinking is the home of
all, not a small chapel that can hold only a small group of
selected people. We must not reduce the bosom of the univer-
sal church to a nest protecting our mediocrity.” 
Pope Francis is suggesting that the Church, has perhaps been focus-

ing on the “thou shalt nots”  and neglecting the opportunities to minister
to all the other needs of our suffering people. We are all sinners in need
of help and God’s forgiveness and mercy. The pope is telling us to place
more emphasis on welcoming and less on judging.  The Church is sup-
posedly the place to come for healing and guidance. It is a hospital for sin-
ners and as such, must welcome all sinners.  

Join us this year for our
Christ the King Christmas

Penance Service
Monday, December 16 at

7:00 p.m.
What better way to prepare
for the birth of our Lord?

Several priests will be available
for the sacrament of

reconciliation

by Anthony Marinucci 

Spiritually suited for Catholic men and women who want to deepen
their relationship with Christ, Cursillo extends its invitation to participate
in the 2014 weekend retreats. Retreats are scheduled for February 13 – 16,
2014 for men and February 20 – 23, 2014 for women to be held at Camp
St. John, Marywood.  

The Retreat consists of time spent away from one’s normal life for the
purpose of:

a) self examination
b) developing a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ
c) group and private prayer
d) private meditation in order to better understand that each one has

been called to share God’s love with others.
The  experience is designed to awaken the moral consciences of the

participants, beginning with an analysis of their own lives and  causing
them to desire an encounter with God.

The program begins on Thursday evening and ends on Sunday
evening and is conducted by a team of religious and lay persons who pres-
ent a series of topics including, but not limited to:

tThe role of the lay person within the Church.

tGrace and the Sacraments and their meaning.

tThe value of prayer and the study of God’s word and teaching.

tDevelop leaders to bring Christ to others in the communities in
which we live: (home, church, work, neighborhood, city, state, and

country).
All men and women are encouraged and invited to experience a

Cursillo Retreat to reinforce their Catholic faith and responsibilities, and
at the same time enjoy camaraderie with fellow Catholics while partici-
pating in a great and fulfilling experience. Come and see.

For more details, contact: Anthony (Tony) Marinucci, at 994-9123 or
email: amarinucci@yahoo.com 

Retreat schedule:
Feb. 13 —- 16, 2014 (Men)
Feb. 20 —- 23, 2014 (Women)

Cursillo Announces

Its Three Day Weekend Retreat



Page 6 Christ the King Courier November 2013

“LORD, I THANK YOU FOR YOUR

FAITHFULNESS AND LOVE.”
By Father Amar

Two men were walking through
a field one day when they spotted
an enraged bull. Instantly they
darted toward the nearest fence.
The storming bull followed in hot
pursuit, and it was soon apparent
they wouldn’t make it.

Terrified, the one shouted to the
other, “Put up a prayer, John. We’re
in for it!”

John answered, “I can’t. I’ve
never made a public prayer in my
life.”

“But you must!” implored his
companion. “The bull is catching
up to us.”

“All right,” panted John, “I’ll
say the only prayer I know, the one
my father used to repeat at the
table: ‘O Lord, for what we are
about to receive, make us truly
thankful.’”

We are in the month of
November and soon we’ll have a
national holiday when we joyfully
celebrate Thanksgiving Day with a
customary turkey dinner. As you all
know this is only my second
Thanksgiving Day in America.
With all my curious inquiries into
the history of this great celebration,
I strongly feel that we really need
to ask ourselves what the purpose
of this day is for most people in
America. We know if we look back
a couple of hundred years it was set
aside truly to give thanks to God.
But for many in our society this is
probably a day that they are just
grateful they do not have to work –
everyone except the cook. Then, of
course, there is gratitude because it
is a day to relax, eat good food and
a day to have fun in different ways
such as watching the Macy’s Day
Parade or endless football games.
But all too often God is forgotten.
Who is the One who provided all of
the things for us?

We have been the recipients of
the choicest bounties of heaven.
These bounties are so constantly
enjoyed by us that we are prone to
forget the source from which they
come and are often insensible to the
ever watchful providence of
Almighty God. This is the day kept
aside to remember, in a special
way, all God’s gifts and blessings,
which He has showered upon each
one of us and to come to Him and
offer Him our hearts laden with
gratitude. A special day to fervently
pray, saying, “Lord, I thank you for
your faithfulness and love.” Of all
the things that we have to be
grateful for, we should remember
to be grateful for the things we take
so much for granted, such as our
lives, spouses, children,
grandchildren and all the various
blessings that the Lord has given to
us.

On behalf of Father Pawel
Duda, Frank Japour the Parish

Administrator, and the Pastoral
staff of the parish, I also extend our
gratitude to all of you. How
grateful we are for your
faithfulness, for your union with
Christ. You make our jobs much
easier when you are trying to do
what is right, when you are trying
to grow in holiness, when you want
to be able to hear the Word of God
and to put it into practice in your
lives. It is a very difficult to stand
up and preach to people who do not
want to hear your message. It
certainly makes my life a lot more
pleasant when I get to stand up and
preach to people who wish to hear
the Gospel. So I am very, very
grateful to each one of you and to
all the members of our parish for
that kind of faithfulness and desire

to serve Our Lord by embracing the
Gospel message.

You can imagine what my
feeling was when Bishop Felipe
entrusted me with the respon-
sibility of leading the Parish while
Father Thanh Nguyen, our pastor,
was to be on his ‘sabbatical’
program in Rome. As the youngest
priest in the Diocese and having
less than one full year’s experience
in America, to lead a parish like
Christ the King, which is so unique
because of its ethnic diversity and
many ministries, seemed
unimaginable to me. However,
under the vow of obedience, I
accepted the responsibility. All the
same I must say, so far it is a good
experience just because of all the
good people of Christ the King
Parish. Especially, I remember
your faithfulness and cooperation
in successfully organizing the St.
Vincent de Paul Society’s annual
food drive, Christ the King’s
Marian Rosary Procession, Christ
the King School’s Pilgrimage to
Our Lady of La Leche Shrine,
Christ the King Vietnamese
Community’s Holy Rosary
Procession with Bishop Felipe,
parish Faith in Action with faithful
support to Missionaries of Poor and
the success of the new ministry
That Man Is You. 

Still, even with these examples,
we need to look at our own lives
and challenge ourselves even more

to look at what Our Lord tells us in
the Scriptures. If you look in the
Book of Leviticus there are many
laws that are laid out for the people
to come to give what they called “a
thanks offering to God,” that is,
when they recognized what God
had given to them and they wanted
to give an offering of thanksgiving.
For Christian people, gratitude
must be at the very center of our
lives. As Saint Paul reminded the
Corinthians that he thanks God
every day for them because of their
faith and because God has blessed
them so abundantly with all the
gifts of knowledge and of faith and
of all the things that God has given,
each one of us also needs to be
grateful for those things. Be
grateful that God has given us faith
in the midst of a society that is

generally faithless and in the midst
of a society that has gone
completely astray from God. Have
you ever stopped to think what a
blessing it is that God has given
you faith or that God has chosen
YOU from all the people in this
society and in this generation to
believe in Him?

This year as we celebrate
Thanksgiving Day, let us remember
that it is not a day’s affair to be
celebrated on the fourth Thursday
of every November. Actually, for a
believer – every day is to be a
thanksgiving day. It is to
be a way of life for a child
of God. It should never be
for any one of us just a
“once in a year matter”
but rather, a daily sending
of our thanks to God out
of a heart full of gratitude.
For God, who is the
source of all goodness
that ever comes our way,
loves us so much that He
keeps holding out His
hand and showering us
with gifts and blessing
each and every day.

In order to be
thankful, must we be
reminded what to say
every time God gives us
those things for which we
pray? No! We shouldn’t
have to be told to say,

“Thank you!” It should come
naturally, as an echo when we’re
given something great. Thanks
should be like the shadow which
cannot be separated from the gifts
and blessings we receive from God
or others. Thanks should always
grow like flowers when showered
from above and they should always
flow like kisses which follow upon
love.

Moreover, “thankfulness” is
more than a mere word. Actually, it
is a positive mental attitude,
focused on God and of being
grateful for all the benefits that are
ours as believers. It is a lifestyle
rooted in the disposition of our
hearts! Someone has said,
“Thanksgiving is good but thanks-
living is better.” 

Finally, we should remember
that Thanksgiving Day is the most
unique among our feasts and
holidays, also in many ways the
most religious, not because it is
about “turkeys” but because it is
about “thanksgiving.” We call
ourselves a “Eucharistic People.”
Do we know what that means?
“Eucharist” is a Greek word which
means “thanksgiving.” So, we are a
“Thanksgiving People,” and the
main thing for which we come
around the table of the Lord is to
offer thanksgiving and sacrifice to
God, our Father, at the Eucharist.

So, during this year’s
Thanksgiving Day, let us all join
with our families and make a point
to participate in the Eucharistic
celebration. Let us pray that we
shall always be thankful to God for
all His gifts and blessings which
He, each and every day, so lovingly
and graciously showers upon each
one of us. God is always faithful.
Great is His love. Amazing is His
grace. And we pray fervently,
saying - “LORD, I THANK YOU
FOR YOUR FAITHFULNESS
AND LOVE.”

Wishing you all a beautiful
Thanksgiving Day!

Come get your

Giving Ornament 

Share the Joy of

Christ’s Love

With Someone

this year!



by Dennis McLaughlin

This interim time while the
Curia selects a new pope is an
exciting time. I have seen six come
and go in my lifetime. It means the
possibility of injecting freshness,
renewal and adjustment to world
realities into the Catholic milieu.
One specific change hoped for is
bringing unity to the human
domain, against the forces of evil.
Too often, the religious world is
divided into diverse beliefs, each
purporting their uniqueness that,
“God is in my box.” In my role as
church architect for diverse denom-
inations, I found similar beliefs of
self-importance, often, to be truer
between churches of one denomi-
nation than between the denomina-
tions themselves. 

I recently read this demonstra-
tion “out of the east” of a unique
understanding of Catholic
Eucharist, in the spirit of ecu-
menism by Thich Nhat Hanh, a
Vietnamese Buddhist monk in his
book, Living Buddha, Living
Christ:

In demonstrating the impor-
tance of mindfulness, “ ….when
He said, This is My body. This
is My blood. When we are truly
there, dwelling deeply in the
present moment, we can see
that the bread and the wine are
really the Body and Blood of
Christ and the priest’s words

are truly the words of the lord.
The body of Christ is the body
of (the son) of God, the body of
the ultimate reality, the ground
of all existence. We don’t have
to look anywhere else for it. It
resides deep in our own being.
The Eucharistic rite encour-
ages us to be aware so that we
can touch the body of reality in
us. Bread and Wine are not
symbols. They contain the real-
ity, just as we do.”

Ecumenism of the religious
world is badly needed when differ-
ences in religious beliefs are the
major source of violence and wars.
It is my hope that the new pope,
Francis, will bring the same spirit
of Christian ecumenism, injected in
Vatican II by Pope John XXIII and
in 1995 by Pope John Paul II,  to its
relationship with the non-Christian
world in the east, injected with the
spirit of his 1995 invitation to
believers of Hindu, Buddhism,
Islam to the Basilica of St. Francis
in Assisi, Italy. 

Nor is the task of ecumenism
mandated by a pope alone.
“Christ calls his disciples into
unity,” John Paul wrote, mak-
ing ecumenism an “irrevocable
essential” for being a Roman
Catholic Christian at the begin-
ning of the 21st century. “At the
end of the century John Paul’s
encyclical “Commitment to
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ECUMENISM-EAST AND WEST
Ecumenism” (1995) displayed a radically different spirit. He decreed
that “ecumenism is not ‘an appendix’ added to traditional church
activity. It is rather “an organic part of her life and work that conse-
quently must pervade all that she is and does.”
Father Alfredo M. Morselli

It seems to me that when you take this warm and suggestive begin-
ning invitation to Assisi, you might conclude that the church could easily
and simply launch into a place in theological space, for all men to unite
into a Kingdom of Christ’s Love.

Only love can bring individual beings to their perfect completion, as
individuals, by uniting them with one another, because only love takes
possession of them and unites them by what lies deepest within them.
This is simply a fact of our everyday experience. For indeed at what
moment do lovers come into the most complete possession of them-
selves if not when they say they are lost in one another? And is not
love, all the time achieving—-in couples, in teams, all around us —-
the magical and reputedly contradictory feat of personalizing through
totalizing? And why should not what is thus daily achieved on a small
scale be repeated one day on worldwide dimensions?

Pensees… Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, S.J.
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By John Moritz and Mary Morris

Williams

How do new Maryknoll
Affiliate chapters start? This is the
story of one chapter. In the spring
2009, Father Bob Carlton, MM, the
Maryknoll mission education and
promotions priest in our area,
placed notices in the local parish
bulletins, inviting anyone
interested to attend an information
meeting at the Maryknoll house in
Jacksonville, FL. Approximately
20 people attended and we were
told about Maryknoll and the
Affiliate movement. About half of
the people were interested in
starting an affiliate chapter in N.E.
Florida. Despite the fact that Father
Bob was closing the local house
and moving away, we met through
the summer and in the fall 2009
began our formation.

Father Jack Sullivan, MM,
presented the retreat, initiating our
formal introduction to the
Affiliates. We continued our
formation under the guidance of
Lynn Houston, the southeast U.S.
Affiliate region coordinator until
she was unable to continue due to
health problems. At that point, we
were on our own to discover what
we, as a chapter, were to become.
During the next year and a half we
did what we could with the
formation program materials.
During this time we also discerned
what we as a chapter might do. We
served meals at a senior center and
helped Deacon Larry Hart, the new
Maryknoll mission education and
promotion person, with Maryknoll
church dates in the local area. We
also began sponsoring Maryknoll
Movie Nite in the Jacksonville

area. In June 2011, we concluded
our formation with a day of retreat
led by a local diocesan priest. At
the end of the formation process,
we had eight people sign a
covenant with the Affiliates.

During this formation year, a
group of strangers, diverse in many
ways, responded to a call to come
and see. In the words of Father
Jack, we were invited to “ride the
Maryknoll bus,” filled with many
different people all going in the
same direction. We did not know
each other nor did we know what
Maryknoll was, but we were drawn
to this path. Each one of us had a
certain notion of what it meant to
be affiliated with Maryknoll and
tried to shape the group to fit that
notion. Slowly, as we progressed
through the formation sessions, an
image of what this all meant began
to appear. We probably could not
have put it into words, but we
recognized that it is dynamic and a
mystery. We were challenged by
the sessions to go beyond our
current horizons and to broaden our
world view. Some of those who
began the formation process
discerned along the way that the
Affiliates organization was not for
them. Although we have completed
the formal formation program, we
are still in an ongoing formation of
what it means to be an Affiliate
chapter. 

Our group has met on a
monthly basis with some flexibility
and cancellations. Our meetings
include prayer, short reflection on a
spiritual topic, project and activity
planning, discussion of mission
issues and, sometimes, a
presentation from a missioner or on
a topic of concern. Some group
members gather prior to the

meeting to say the rosary together.
Recently, we’ve included time for
personal update so that we can keep
up with each other’s lives. We are
fortunate to have John and Mary
Moritz, the southeast U.S. affiliate
region coordinators, as members of
our group. They have helped in
providing direction and support for
our group on a regular basis. We
have had two special presentations
from Maryknoll lay missioners: Liz
Mach from Tanzania and Kathy
Bond from Brazil.  

One member of our group,
Deacon Larry Hart, is also the
mission education and promotion
person for the Maryknoll Fathers
and Brothers in our region. We
have assisted him in some outreach
to the community by participating
in the 100th Anniversary
Celebration in Orlando, FL, in
2011; by sponsoring the Maryknoll
Mission Days in September 2012;
and by helping to man the
Maryknoll booth at our Diocesan
Eucharistic Congress in March
2013. He has assisted us in mission
education and updating us
concerning various Maryknoll
events, thinking and planning. 

We have been honored to have
presentations about short-term
mission trips from group members
and the wider northeast Florida
community. We’ve learned about a
construction mission trip to
Vladivostok, Russia; a Maryknoll
immersion trip to Guatemala;
medical mission trips to Honduras;
a parish immersion trip to Jamaica;
educational outreach trips to Africa
and an immersion trip to Bolivia. In
addition, we had an educational
presentation from the head of the
local Justice and Peace
Commission. 

During the past year, our group
worked together on a survey of the
65 churches in our diocese in order
to gather information about their
mission activity. The purposes of
the survey were: first, to find out
what was happening around the
diocese and, second, to evaluate
what we might do as an Affiliate
group to help parishes with
planning or education for mission.
The first part, although time-
consuming, was clear-cut and
manageable. We hope to present the
results of our survey to the bishop
in December 2013. We are still
grappling with the second part and
how to serve the parishes. 

One of the struggles of our
group has to do with a lack of
growth. It has been hard to draw
new people to become members of
our group. In our geographical
area, many Catholics are very
involved with parish ministries,
some of which are outreach
ministries to the poor and
disadvantaged. We have difficulties
in publicizing our activities
because the churches vary in their
willingness to run announcements
for our events. I know this sounds
like “poor me,” but we are hoping
to get new ideas at the 2014
conference. 

Our group is fortunate in that
many of us have been able to
participate in short-term mission
trips or immersion trips.
Membership in the group may have
influenced some of us to take the
plunge and GO. I think this factor
has enriched our group and our
dedication to continued
involvement in the Maryknoll
family.

Maryknoll Magazine for

November/December is an outstanding

issue and I urge you to lay hands on

one and read the articles about the St.

Augustine Diocese and its mission

outreach activities, and an article by

Deacon Larry Hart, of Saint

Catherine’s parish, about Grandpa

Plunge in Action (also an article about

mission activity originating in the

diocese). 

Maryknoll Affiliates will try to supply

enough copies in the gathering area,

but if you cannot find one there, check

with friends who might be willing to

share.



by Mickey Kenny

It is truly incredible how
immense the body of knowledge is
in our always incredible church! It
is humbling to see how much you
don’t know even about the things
you think you know a lot about.
These thoughts alone can be inspir-
ing and frustrating at the same
time. I would suggest a quiet after-
noon (or long evening) of rambling
on the internet putting either
EWTN or USCCB in the search
space. This time I have searched
for vestments which you might
consider a rather small part of the
universe of knowledge available.
Not so! However, you will proba-
bly be relieved that I am going to
limit this article to a minute part of
the whole.

Concerning the history of the
development of the vestments,
there were four main periods:

The first embraces the era
before Constantine. In that period
the priestly dress did not yet differ
from the secular costume in form
and ornament .... The opinion
which St. Jerome expresses—”The
Divine religion has one dress in the
service of sacred things, another in
ordinary intercourse and life”—is
certainly true also for the pre-
Constantinian period, which it is
hardly permitted to regard as a peri-
od of liturgical barbarism.

The second period embraces
the time from about the fourth to
the ninth century. It is the most
important epoch in the history of
liturgical vestments, the epoch in
which not merely a priestly dress in
a special sense was created, but one
which at the same time determined
the chief vestments of the present
liturgical dress.

The third period, extending
from the ninth to the thirteenth cen-
tury, completed the development of
the priestly vestments in Western
Europe. ... As early as about 800,
therefore, before the discussion
concerning the Eucharist, the litur-
gical dress was complete in all its
essential parts. 

In the fourth period, from the
thirteenth century to the present
time, the history of the liturgical
vestments is almost entirely the his-
tory of their rubrical evolution,
their adornment with embroidery
and ornamental trimmings, and the
nature of the material from which
they are made.

There is much material for you
to investigate concerning the bless-
ing of and the symbolism attached
to the vestments. Have fun finding
these articles on your computer. I
will be content with the pieces used
in the Celebration of the Eucharist
currently recognized.

The General Instruction of the
Roman Missal can be found on the
Internet and I am going to quote
pieces from this document to show
the importance of the vestments
which might otherwise be over-
looked.

Chapter I: The Importance And
Dignity Of The Celebration Of The
Eucharist

16. The celebration of Mass, as
the action of Christ and of the
People of God arrayed hierar-
chically, is the center of the
whole of Christian life for the
Church both universal and
local, as well as for each of the
faithful individually.[22] For in
it is found the high point both
of the action by which God
sanctifies the world in Christ
and of the worship that the
human race offers to the Father,
adoring him through Christ, the
Son of God, in the Holy
Spirit....
17. It is, therefore, of the great-
est importance that the celebra-
tion of the Mass or the Lord’s
Supper be so ordered that the
sacred ministers and the faithful
taking part in it,..., may draw
from it more abundantly[26]
those fruits, to obtain which,
Christ the Lord instituted the
Eucharistic Sacrifice of his
Body and Blood and entrusted
it as the memorial of his
Passion and Resurrection to the
Church, his beloved Bride.[27]
18. This will fittingly come

about if, with due regard for the
nature and other circumstances
of each liturgical assembly, the
entire celebration is arranged in
such a way that it leads to a
conscious, active, and full par-
ticipation of the faithful, name-
ly in body and in mind, a partic-
ipation fervent with faith, hope,
and charity, of the sort which is
desired by the Church ...

Chapter VI indicates what must
be the sacred vestments. Again I
apologize for the pieces of material
omitted by me for use in this arti-
cle.

336. The sacred garment com-
mon to all ordained and institut-
ed ministers of any rank is the
alb, to be tied at the waist with
a cincture unless it is made so
as to fit even without such. ...
337. The vestment proper to the
Priest Celebrant at Mass and
during other sacred actions
directly connected with Mass is
the chasuble worn, unless oth-
erwise indicated, over the alb
and stole.
340. The stole is worn by the
Priest around his neck and
hanging down in front of his
chest, while it is worn by the
Deacon over his left shoulder
and drawn diagonally across
the chest to the right side,
where it is fastened.
The alb completely covers the
“worldly attire” of the priest
and symbolizes leaving the
world outside. It is tied with
the cincture which is symbolic
of the control needed for keep-
ing the worldly human nature
under control. The stole is the
symbol of the ordained who
now has the authority to per-
form and administer the sacra-
ments. The chasuble covers
these vestments and is of the
color appropriate to the Mass –
the liturgical year or specific
memorial.

The liturgical colors we all
know:

a) The color white is used in the
Offices and Masses during
Easter Time and Christmas
Time; on the Solemnity of the
Most Holy Trinity; and further-
more on celebrations of the
Lord other than of his Passion,
celebrations of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, of the Holy
Angels, and of Saints who were
not Martyrs; on the Solemnities
of All Saints (November 1) and
of the Nativity of St. John the
Baptist (June24 ); and on the
Feasts of St. John the
Evangelist (December 27), of
the Chair of St. Peter (February
22), and of the Conversion of
St. Paul (January 25).
b) The color red is used on
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s
Passion and on Friday of Holy
Week (Good Friday), on
Pentecost Sunday, on celebra-
tions of the Lord’s Passion, on
the “birthday” feast days of
Apostles and Evangelists, and
on celebrations of Martyr
Saints.
c) The color green is used in the
Offices and Masses of Ordinary
Time.
d) The color violet or purple is
used in Advent and Lent. It may
also be worn in Offices and
Masses for the Dead.
e) Besides the color violet, the
colors white or black may be
used at funeral services and at
other Offices and Masses for
the Dead in the Dioceses of the
United States of America.
f) The color rose may be used,
where it is the practice, on
Gaudete Sunday (Third Sunday
of Advent) and on Laetare
Sunday (Fourth Sunday of
Lent).

Everything connected with the
liturgy presents the opportunity for
the believer to come to God in the
most personal and uplifting manner
possible. A time to know and cele-
brate the good news that God loves
us, that Jesus gave His life for us,
and He begs us to come and be His
most intimate friend. 
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Priestly Vestments

by Charm I. Saults

Patience, trust and faith are three things that go together. I realize that
many times we want something—-a new item, something special to hap-
pen.  We have the habit of asking God to make these things happen—-
now.

We need to have more patience, trusting that God has heard our
prayer. We have to have faith in God that He will come through, and faith
in ourselves that we will recognize His answers. 

Each time preparing for the Country Store, I put in my request that
God send the right person to purchase the Allan Digital Organ.  We have
had five sales and it has never sold. Finally, on September 26 this year,

my prayer of four years was answered. Our buyer was very excited
because the organ was the exact same model that was in her church. Even
though she lived in Daytona, she asked me to hold it until she and her hus-
band could come and get it. Her husband plays the organ already and she
is learning. She is very good on the piano however. Now during church
services they would both play as the choir sang. Now they could practice
at home and not have to go to the church as often. She said that the organ
would be used to play heavenly music to praise the Lord.

Several people had suggested that we just donate the organ when it did
not sell. But I knew that with patience, it would find the right home.  I
trusted in God and never lost faith that my prayer would be answered.

Patience, Trust and Faith
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TO CAPTURE THE LIGHT OF GOD….

By Dennis McLaughlin

Because we are primarily
beneficiaries of light and not of
darkness and our final
destiny—both here and in
eternity—is that of
enlightenment, we all need
those sacred moments of
ritualistic/sacramental space,
serving as heightened
encounters with the sustaining
mystery that unfolds us.
Diarmond O’Murchi

LIGHT AS BEGINNING

In the beginning, God created
light—- first, before all other
earthly things and today, the same
sun has continued to excite life
throughout the universe. Our very
existence here on earth depends on
its life-giving brilliance. Earth
blooms and blossoms under its
warm and gentle radiance. Through
the window of sight, light gives us
direction, knowledge and wisdom.
There is an important message that
history has shown that sometimes
men have challenged its
contribution to his existence. Even
the cleverest invention of man, the
electric light powered by fossil
fuels, is still nurtured by the sun.
The sun has and will continue to
entertain us with great
environments every day. 

LIGHT AS SYMBOL

Light has been celebrated for its
spiritual symbolism and personal
meaning since the beginning. The
caves of early man are covered
with paintings of bright suns. All
major religions have created
specific rituals and rites to mark
their essential rootedness in light.
In our own paradigm, the use of
light is central to the celebration of
all Christian sacraments. The
variance of the ritual ‘light’ in
metaphor, and personal
enlightenment come together in the
sacramental experience of many
modern, as well as ancient, forms
of worship. The poet finds his most
fertile image in the light that gives
us direction, meaning and pleasure.
On the other hand, the cruelest
form of punishment and torture is
in its total denial. 

….we move through darkness,
toward the light, to be healed as
a more whole and enlightened
person. O’Murchu, 1999

LIGHT IS INVISIBLE

In spite of its elementary
importance, it is untouchable. The
irony is that its very existence
depends on the surface of an object
to shine upon, and that light, by
itself, does not draw attention,
without darkness. By itself, light
projected into an already well-

illuminated environment
disappears in sameness.
There must be a need…a
contrast to bring about
prominence. A bright
moon at night
demonstrates the
principle. Without
planets and galaxies in
the universe, total
darkness would result.
We will not see the truth
without the light.

By the same token,
we do not seek freedom
unless we have been
imprisoned; do not wish
for clarity unless we are
confused; do not enjoy
food unless we are
hungry; do not seek
community unless we are
lonely; water does not
flow unless it is elevated.
High pressure
atmospheres blow winds
to low pressure areas.
Imbalance seeks to right
itself. These are laws of
nature. And in our own
search for meaning,
some say, we are out of
balance when we stray
from the light of God.

LIGHT AS
FASCINATION

We, as human beings, are
psychologically drawn to a source
of light. With the same alluring
quality, the light from a “smile” can
travel from face to face around a
crowded room in minutes. Dark
places are avoided and we are
inclined toward light places. The
same is true of warm and cool, red
and blue, to a lesser extent.
Children are drawn toward their
mother. On a cosmic scale, small
planets are drawn toward large
masses by gravity. Ocean tides are
drawn by the nearness of the moon.
These relationships are the “pull”
and allure of nature. 

LIGHT AS LIQUID

A beautiful analogy for natural
light comes from water. A mountain
stream begins its journey to the
ocean, becomes one with other
streams, as it flows into valleys and
out into its final destination, the
ocean. In the same context, direct
sunlight loses energy after
countless reflections from surfaces,
mixes with other reflections and
soon becomes an ‘ocean’ of
ambient light.

LIGHT IS AMBIDEXTROUS

Light is one of the most
available sources of pleasure and
delight and it is free. We see by it,
are warmed by it, cook by it.  Light
behaves in many forms: glow,
splash, dazzling, sparkle, flicker,

twinkle, glimmer, reflected, warm,
cold, staccato, dark, glaring,
blinding, intense, faint,  direct,
indirect, sweeping across, colored,
diffuse, ambient, focused, task,
dusk. Light comes to you from a
direct, in-your-face, blast from the
sun, then indirectly, reflecting
thousands of times, never ending its
countless diversions until night
interrupts its gaiety. 

LIGHT AS GIFT

It comes to us as a gift of
Creation, in all its variety, bringing
knowledge and joy to our lives.
Although awareness of its gentle,
slow movement escapes us, it is
never frozen; its source moves
across the sky in its ceaseless
journey from eastern skies to the
west; its brilliance filtered by
atmospheric diffusion. Objects
interrupt the sun’s warming rays,
dragging shadows behind that
rotate slowly opposing the sun’s
direction, in a virtually endless
daily display of beauty. 

“A building didn’t know how
great it was until it was struck
on its face by the sun.”
Lou Kahn, an architect

LIGHT AS THE WAY

Yet, after all of this wondrous
performance, we ignore it and our
lives are buried in contrived
environments, as if to challenge the
magnificent display, first out of the

creation gift box, that God has
given to us.  Light with its
bright demeanor. We cannot
live without it. 

As human beings, we are
phototropic. Light is sought as
a guide, when in darkness.
When a lighted place appears
ahead we proceed toward it.
When an object in space is
illuminated with intense light
in a field of dark, our attention
is drawn there. We cannot find
our way unless there is light to
guide us. Metaphorically, we
do not seek the light of God
unless we have lost our way. 

Christ is the light of the world.
We are drawn to his
illumination.
Brian Swimme, new testament,
O’Murch

LIGHT AS ELEMENTARY

Beyond resisting the law of
gravity, the rages of weather
and the prejudices of men,
architects can make some
simple discoveries…wonderful
in their simplicity and
ordinariness; namely, the
unbelievable importance of our
six capacities… sound, light,
touch, smell, stillness and

movement. They help to make us
human and through them, if we are
careful, they can bring important
moments into the lives of many
who are sensitive to them. Light is
especially important.

LIGHT AS MYSTERY

There is a hidden premise
here... that great church buildings
cannot avoid a skillful and artful
attention to these capabilities.
Sound with natural acoustic
intimacy for music and speech.
Light with attention to emphasis
and mystery; touch with
meaningful, rough and smooth
texture; scent from materials with
liturgical significance, movement
of liturgy and public circulation;
and stillness of space remembering
all that went before. Their
thoughtful treatment is a given and
cannot be avoided.

LIGHT AS AWARENESS

We have all experienced, at
some time in our lives, architectural
spaces that possess a special,
almost fleeting, indescribable
quality that somehow allows us to
sense the warm blush of the
mysterious presence of Other. We
are challenged by it, to search
beyond the moment within
ourselves. What is that sensible
quality that some worship spaces
possess that suggests the Presence
of the Divine … of an unexpected
glow from a hidden light source…a
distance brought near… 
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the memorable aroma of incense...a

Eucharistic moment performed…

the sonorous voices of a young

choir …a streak of light down a

dark wall…a chilling vision,

sensing the presence of God… an

expectant stillness, a waiting…a

meditative moment away from our

thoughts….. That these sights and

sounds, seen and heard with Word

spoken, all of them real,

inescapable, undeniably, that reveal

what we have always believed to be

there, recalling the promise…“I

will be with you always.”

…the presence of God in a
light-filled space seems to
occupy our emptiness, lets
down our guards and prepares
our hearts to receive the Word
of God. 
O’Murchu, 1999

LIGHT AS PRESENCE

These spaces, alive with
meaning, seem to leak natural light
from outside through openings and
cracks and between building parts
that don’t meet. Often a soft light
pervades the space. The glow of
color from an ornamental glass
window, a hidden clerestory
cascades daylight onto a textured
wall from above, a milk-glazed
skylight brightens the heads and
faces of worshipers and the
celebrant from above. And in
mutual wonder, “the presence of
God in a light-filled space seems to
occupy our emptiness, lets down
our guards and prepares our hearts
to receive the Word of God.”

LIGHT AS AMBIENCE

Buildings can be seen, as light
fixtures glow with interior lighting,
bringing drama into the night; and
in the light of day, concealed glazed

openings in the ceiling and walls,
radiate with indirect daylight,
bouncing from surface to surface,
creating a variety of moving
compositions of light.  Four of this
writer’s worship spaces capitalize
on the brilliance of the Las Vegas,
Nevada sun; with these techniques,
some with dramatic results, and
others with soft generality. When
combined with a minimum of
artificial lighting, the long-term
cost saving is impressive and the
payback with day-lighting is almost
immediate. There is no continuing
cost except maybe, the window
washer.

LIGHT AS PRIORITY

Lighting is not something you
can treat uniformly. In a Christian
Church, it is high priority and until
we learn to sculpt with light in the
same way a sculptor carves stone;
until we bring focus to liturgical
events; until space lighting is

designed artfully to satisfy our
most powerful visual sense; our
spiritual sense lies wasted in
uniformity and sameness.  Unless
liturgical spaces invite mystery and
“a sense of Other” into the presence
of the worshiping assembly, by
Capturing the Light of
God...Christian celebrations will
continue to lose the holiness and
joy of the story being told and
dilute the fullness of its
participation in the Eucharistic
Celebration. 

No one who lights a lamp, hides
it away or places it under a
bushel basket, but on a lamp
stand so that those who enter
might see the light. If your
whole body is full of light, and
no part of it is in darkness, then
it will be as full of light as a
lamp illuminating you with
brightness. Luke 12;33,36

TO CAPTURE THE LIGHT OF GOD….

Tim Talks

Christ the King is preparing for a great deal
of change over the next several months as we
say goodbye to our pastor, Father Thanh, and
welcome his successor to our parish family.
This is a great time for people to become
involved in the path our parish will follow as we
move into the future.  

The Christ the King Parish Council will
begin a project that will help provide the
roadmap for our new pastor for the next three to
five years.  This process will only be successful
if we have active participation from all
parishioners.  We have been tasked as a
community with developing a Pastoral Plan for
Christ the King.  

Pastoral planning encompasses all aspects
of our parish life, from the mission our parish
will undertake, to how we deal with the
changing demographics both inside our family,
as well as in the area surrounding Christ the
King.  Pastoral planning focuses on the
spiritual, financial, and service aspects of our
parish, and helps to develop a guide for us to
follow which allows us to maximize our
potential as a parish.

A pastoral plan provides the community
with measurable goals and targets that we can

achieve to keep Christ the King a vital,
growing organization that is an active
member of the community, spreading the
Word of God not only by preaching it, but
also by our actions.   It also provides
parishioners with an opportunity to own the
process, and to be invested in the future of
Christ the King.  

The planning phase involves gathering
metrics within our parish including an
accurate and comprehensive census to
determine where we are at currently, from a
demographic perspective.   It also involves
analysis of each ministry we offer here at
Christ the King to assure they are all
working toward the common goal of the

parish. 
This phase also involves honesty and open

communication between parishioners and the
parish.  Understanding where we are as a
community and where we want to see our
parish head in the future requires a better
understanding of what the expectations are for
our membership.  We can only fix those issues
that require attention, if we know those
problems exist.  Most people sit in their pews
for an hour a week, and gripe to themselves and
others about what prevents them from being
more participative in the various ministries or
organizations.  This is your opportunity to step
up and voice your concerns, offer ideas to
make life better for all, and to help us along the
way as we take this journey.

As a community, we have to recognize
where we are today.  Christ the King is an
aging parish in an area of Jacksonville that is
rapidly changing.  Many of us see this
transition within the parish and wonder what
we could do to inject fresh ideas into our
community to assure that future generations
can continue to worship here and serve the
community.  We have a dedicated and
passionate community, and we need to identify

new leaders who will carry the torch into the
future.  This pastoral program will help to
identify those individuals as well as expand the
pool from which these leaders are drawn.

Now is your opportunity to be part of the
future of this parish community, taking
ownership and having an impact on where we
head as a community.  Many of us pray for a
calling.  Through this plan, maybe your prayers
will be answered?  There will be plenty of
chances to get involved, either by responding to
the parish census, participating in surveys, or
joining small group sessions.  

With so much change on the horizon, won’t
you help determine the direction we take as a
parish?

Sonya Yates
by Stacy Setser

Sonya Yates and I first met at Publix.
Then I worked with her at the Christ the King
Childcare Center. Now Sonya is working as a
pre-K aide at Christ the King Catholic
School. I am proud of her for getting this job.
I want to thank her for all of her help. I think
her children are nice. Good luck in your new
job! 
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by Han Mai

On Sunday, school starts at 12:00 p.m. sharp, beginning with Vietnamese language comprehension classes, “Việt Ngữ” followed by Bible classes
that begin at 1:00 p.m. “Giáo Lý”

In total, we have approximately 80 students, all divided into nine classes: The first two are: Pre-First Communion and First Communion classes,
the next six are: Prep classes for Confirmation, and the last one is the final Confirmation class.

A typical school day starts off with prayer and then we begin with the lesson. At our school, we not only educate our students about the Bible but
teach them also to go out into the world and proclaim the word of God. We also explain the significance of learning prayers in both languages (English
and Vietnamese) and to not just say the prayers in a repetitious manner, but to mean it from their hearts.

In the Vietnamese Catholic community, we hold Mary in the highest regard. The Marian Procession is an annual event that is held twice a year:
once in May (around Mother’s Day) and once in October. We honor Mary as the patron of our community, the mother of the Church and the mother
of all. Oftentimes, you’ll see some of our students participate in the Flower Offering (dâng hoa), which is a traditional Vietnamese dance.

In our community and faith, it’s evident that we incorporate our culture in it. Our traditions and customs play a vital component in our lives. Around
February, we have the celebration of Tet. Tet is the Vietnamese New Year. It’s a time of  year to forget the sufferings and troubles of the preceding
year and commemorate that a new beginning is here. It’s a period to be with family and friends and to give thanks to God.

In November, we remember and honor the 117 Vietnamese Martyrs that were persecuted for their fervent faith. We have a play presented by the
students, who portray some of them. Through this, the other students will learn more about them. It teaches them about our roots and to respect our
ancestors.

During December, the students participate in another play depicting the birth of Christ. You’ll see some of them dressed up in robes depicting Mary
and Joseph as they hurry to Bethlehem in preparation for Jesus’ birth, while others might be dressed up as the Three Wise Men and the little ones as
animals. Also in the month of December, we usually have our midterms based on the things they’ve previously learned throughout the year. After all
the testing is done, they have their winter break.

In general, our school year is very eventful. From the day the school year begins to the very end, every single day is a blessing. When you enter
one of the classes, you’ll see that all of the students are very eager to learn.

Mother Teresa once said, “Not all of us can do great things, but we can do small things with great love.” Overall, as teachers, we hope to provide
a platform for our students to serve the Lord through teaching. It’s a training ground for them to be more productive in our church and it gives them
the opportunity to develop their skills and talents for the Lord.

VIETNAMESE SUNDAY SCHOOL

Pre First Communion Class

Pre Confiramtion Class I with 

instructor, Linh ThuyNguyen

Confirmation Class of 2014Confirmation Class of 2012 with instructor, Paula Dinh

Start of school year
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Bishop Joins the Vietnamese Marian Rosary Procession
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Saint Katharine Drexel

By Ellin Islin

She understood what it means to be American. A Northerner (some
would say Yankee) by birth, Katharine Drexel championed the cause of
people of color when the United States was recovering from its worst war.
A wealthy white woman, Katharine founded the Sisters of the Blessed
Sacrament for Indians and Colored People. 

Katharine was born in Philadelphia on November 26, 1858, just a few
years before the Civil War began. She would have been too young to com-
prehend the full magnitude of the conflict which divided the country, but
her youth was undoubtedly influenced by Reconstruction and attempts to
heal a broken nation.

“And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order
and declare that all persons held as slaves within said designated States,
and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall be free; and that the
Executive government of the United States, including the military and
naval authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of said
persons,” wrote President Abraham Lincoln in The Emancipation
Proclamation signed January 1, 1863. Yet even a presidential decree can-
not reverse centuries-old institutions in one day. American citizens who
did not appear white were labeled “colored” and were denied many of the
privileges granted citizens of European heritage by virtue of their
“inalienable Rights.”    

According to the Vatican, “Knowing that many Afro-Americans were
far from free, still living in substandard conditions as sharecroppers or
underpaid menials, denied education and constitutional rights enjoyed by
others, she (Katharine) felt a compassionate urgency to help change racial
attitudes in the United States.” 

Such changes included founding schools and missions; Katharine also
traveled westward and observed the oppressive conditions in which dis-
placed American Indians lived. Her desire to bring education to the sub-
jugated Americans continued. Katharine used her life’s fortune to set up
her first endeavor, St. Catherine Indian School in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
in 1887. Among Katharine’s greatest achievements was the establishment
in 1925 of Xavier University of Louisiana, one of the Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs).  Xavier University holds the unique
double distinction of being Catholic and historically Black.

The legacy of Katharine Drexel and the Sisters of the Blessed
Sacrament is a solid square of four important points: love of the Eucharist,
social equality, quality education, and selfless service. Their Mission
Statement reads:

As Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, we believe God calls us to be a
sign in the world of the power of the Eucharistic Christ to effect unity and
community among all peoples.

Guided by the spirit of Katharine Drexel, we are called to share the
Gospel message with the poor, especially among the Black and Native
American peoples and to challenge the deeply rooted injustice in the
world today.

Although her earthly existence ended on March 3, 1955, Pope John
Paul II beatified Katharine Drexel on November 20, 1980, and she was
canonized in October, 2000. 

A banker’s daughter from Pennsylvania, who was taught by her par-
ents to give of her money and herself,  Katharine Drexel became Saint
Katharine Drexel when she was inspired by the Holy Spirit to love all
people regardless of color and classification.   

Source: University of St. Thomas. Web. 24 Apr. 2013.
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by Anthony Marinucci

That Man Is You! Program
launched the first of two sessions at
6:00 a.m., Thursday morning,
September 12, well before sunrise,
at which time 51 men entered
Shirley David Hall to attend the
first session inaugurating Christ the
King’s new Ministry for Men.

An additional 49 men attended
the second presentation, same
material, at the 7:00 p.m. session,
making a total of 100 men experi-
encing the first day of the program.

After enjoying a sumptuous
breakfast, second to none, the men
gathered for the presentation that
sets forth the theme of the program
dedicated to helping men under-
stand and deal with the duties and
responsibilities placed on them in
order to become leaders and role
models in the home, church, work-
place and society, all the while
adhering to the spiritual and scrip-
tural principles of the Catholic
Church.

After the presentation, the men
form separate groups and assemble
around separate tables to discuss
the material presented.   

The 6:00 a.m. morning session
ends at 7:30 a.m., allowing the
attendees to proceed to their desti-
nation of the day.  The 7:00 p.m.
evening session ends at 8:30 p.m.
Since both sessions of the day pres-
ent the same information, men can
attend a session that fits within
their schedule, morning or evening.
The program continues for 13 con-
secutive Thursdays that began on
September 12.

All men are encouraged and
invited to join in either session on
any Thursday and reinforce their
Catholic faith and responsibilities
while enjoying camaraderie and
“breaking bread” with fellow
Catholic men while participating in
a great and fulfilling experience.  

Contact:   Anthony (Tony)
Marinucci at 904. 994. 9123 or
email: amarinucci@yahoo.com

TMIY!
UNANIMOUSLY DECLARED A

SMASH HIT!!!

St. Vincent de Paul Society

says THANK YOU!
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Remembering Father Thanh

I remember it as if it were yesterday – I received a telephone call
from Tom Kelly in Atlanta asking me if I (the Diocese of St.
Augustine) could use a Vietnamese priest. I replied that we certainly
could since our elderly Vietnamese priest was retiring to Vietnam
because of illness.

Father Thanh came to the Diocesan Center on the very day I was
going to Christ the King Parish to administer confirmation. I called
Monsignor Danaher and asked if I could bring Father Thanh along.
Of course he enthusiastically said, “yes,” and the rest is history.

What a blessing Father Thanh has been to Christ the King Parish
and to our Diocese. We look forward to him coming back spiritually
renewed and sharing his gifts with all who received his ministry.

Thank you, Lord, for Father Thanh

Bishop John Snyder

I was one of the first to meet Father Thanh when he came to
Christ the King as our parochial vicar. I was there when he first
learned that he was appointed administrator and again when he
learned he was to be our pastor.  Throughout all these years there
are so many memories, it would be hard for me to pick any one
in particular to share. There was the luncheon where Father Guy
told of the differences in their opinions on how to run a parish and
how they laughed, or when watching little children knock him
into a water tank at the school carnival, or seeing him dressed as
a cowboy, or when 24 of us went to Italy this past June, just to
mention a few. 

The one memory most personal to me and I won’t forget is the
day he presided at my husband’s funeral Mass. In his homily he
told the amusing story about my oldest granddaughter’s gift to
Rick on Easter Sunday, a couple of weeks before he died. When
Rick thanked her for the tiny Easter basket with one colored hard-
boiled egg in it, she leaned over and told him in a confidential
manner, “It ain’t a real Easter egg, Grandpa. It don’t got no
chocolate in it.” I didn’t even remember telling Father about it.
But he remembered. And he told the story at a point where my
composure was dangerously slipping...so instead of crying … it
made me laugh. Timing is everything. It was exactly what I need-
ed to pull myself together. 

Father Thanh, I will never forget your kindnesses to me dur-
ing my husband’s illness and subsequent death. You gave me
time. Time to take Rick to hospital/Dr.’s appointments. Precious
time to be with him and take care of him as his life here on earth
was slowly slipping away. And, you were able to keep my posi-
tion open at Christ the King, which gave me a reason to get up in
the morning and to put one foot in front of the other and…most
importantly, it gave me a reason to thank God once again for His
many blessings.

by Judy Koziolek

Ivey’s was selling its stores to Dillard’s with many great sales. I wandered into the men’s department
and discovered great deals on pajamas. I started buying for family members and decided they would be
nice for one of the priests—-something different from socks and hankies.

Across the aisle came Ceil Kulas and we started talking about Christ the King.  She asked why I was
buying so much and I told her. “Why would you buy pajamas for the priests?” My reply, “Why Not! Are
they not like family members who wear pajamas?”  Shaking her head, she left.

Father Thanh, after much coaching at the staff party, put his jammies on over his clothes to model.
What kind of story do you think he is telling with that finger pointing at them?

I have so many stories of our time together. I became his Yankee Mother for seventeen years. 
Monsignor Danaher turned over First Friday visits with the homebound to Father Thanh and we have

done them together ever since. Rose Calabrese is the only one left of the original list.  Some have passed
away; some have gone home to families and some to nursing homes. New ones are added and the visits
go on.

Duty added “Holy Laundry.” No priest should wear shirts not ironed or pants not pressed. Father
Thanh thinks I should go with him to St. Joseph’s, but wait a minute, Father Amar now has our first Friday list and he calls me
his “Granny.” So I have to stay.

Jean Sell

Remember our Rock ‘n’ Roll 50th Anniversary party?
We’ll always remember you and Father Joe, and seminarian
Bernard being there to share our happy occasion. Your kind
words and special blessing completed the celebration. It was
truly the best anniversary ever! We’ll miss you. 

Louie and Darlene O’Neal
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Remembering Father Thanh
Father Thanh was appointed pastor

of Christ the King Church the same
year that I became the Director of
Religious Education. Over the years,
he advised me and offered many
positive suggestions in meeting the
goal of teaching our children the
Faith. When I faced obstacles, he
supplied encouragement. He never let
me down. And when  he was pleased
with the program, he, very subtlety,
made it known.

The word “pastor” comes from the
Latin infinitive “pascere” meaning to
feed as in a shepherd nourishing his
flock. Father Thanh had nurtured his
parishioners at Christ the King for the
last few years. Although I shall miss
him dearly, I realize that it is time for
him to serve a different flock.  May
The Lord grant him good weather in
the new pasture.

Lucille Gazzone

The memory of Father Thanh that I shall always
carry with me is of his leading our first mission trip to
Kingston, Jamaica, to work with the Missionaries of
the Poor. My personal vision of a pastor is of a leader
priest—-composed, conservative, cautious in his
public image. Father Thanh generally fits that
description, if you add in humorous and friendly and
holy. 

But in the company of the Missionaries of the
Poor and those to whom they minister, the humorous
and friendly and holy took over totally. Gone were the
previous three attributes. We all worked at scrubbing
floors, visiting with the men and women who live in
the MOP shelters, feeding them. Father Thanh took
the lead in every caring activity. He shaved the
stubble on many faces. He held the hands of those
who only wanted human touch and comfort. He
danced with the ladies. And, most beautifully, he fed
the children and then played and sang and danced
with them. It was a beautiful thing. 

Thank you Father Thanh.

Carol-Ann Black

Father Thanh’s first day at 

Christ the King

On a Saturday at 5:00 p.m. Mass,
Father Thanh was outside the sacristy
watching people coming in for Mass.
I introduced myself as Jean Sell and
welcomed him and asked how long
he would be visiting us. He replied
that he was our new associate pastor.
I informed him that in that case, I
was known as “Foxy Grandma.”  He would meet lots of people,
but he would remember that name.

Wrong! At noon Mass on Sunday, Ann Seravo walked up to
him and before he could stop himself he said, “I remember—-you
are Foxy.” Well, hands on hips she said, “I am Ann Seravo, not
Foxy and, Father Thanh, do not forget that!”

Time went on, we took our picture together and framed it for
Father Thanh. One side says, “I am Foxy Grandma” and the other
side says, “Ann Seravo.”

Foxy Sell

Father Thanh has been a very
spiritual and inspirational part of our
lives at Christ the King.  He was a great
comfort to us when we unexpectedly
lost my husband Bud. We were lucky
enough to join Father Thanh on the
pilgrimage to Rome this summer. We
had an enlightening and spiritual
journey in great part due to his
knowledge and leadership. We feel
blessed and forever touched to have
shared this special time.  God bless you
and good luck on your future endeavors.

Margie Stiles and Denise Stiles-Yount 

I remember the beginning of his first homily. He said that he had to apologize
to everyone for his accent — his Boston accent! LOL. Loved him from the start.

Eileen Leake McCoy

Father Thanh has always made us feel special and
important to our Church community. Always a
welcoming face in our home and often at the hospital
too. His prayers, encouragement and kind words have
lifted our spirits. We’ve enjoyed having him celebrate
many of our milestones, Vernon’s 90th birthday and our
70th anniversary. He was instrumental in getting our
special Apostolic Blessings from Pope Francis for our
birthdays. His warm smile and love of his parish will be
missed.

Vernon & Emma Duncan
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Remembering Father Thanh

It was 2007
when Father
Thanh approached
me and said he

wanted me to teach him a country song. Of course I was happy to
oblige since country music is what I like to do.

I gave him a tape of Detroit City. I thought that would be most
appropriate for him. He rode around in his car listening to it and
learned the words and tune. Everyone knows how brilliant his mem-
ory is so it didn’t take him long.

Our time together came when he and Father Joe came to my
house and practiced his song while I played the guitar. A star was
born! Father Joe had his own song, The Gambler, to learn. It was all
fun and special. We ended up performing at the Ministry Dinner that
year. We dressed the priests in country shorts with hats and scarfs and
they made a grand entrance into the hall. 

Needless to say they brought down the house. They not only
looked the part, but their singing was great and everyone enjoyed the
sing-a-long.

Leon Kidd

I have many fond memories of Father Thanh, but three
stand out especially.
1. His inspiring homilies
2. Chatting with Father Thanh and Father Sal at the Becht’s

house for the Courier dinner
3. A chance meeting at the APNA restaurant earlier this

year.  (Father Thanh was there with Father Lam of
Blessed Trinity.)

Seeing both priests was a true blessing for my day!

Ellin Iselin

Upon meeting Father Thanh
when he first arrived in the Parish
in 1995 as a Parochial Vicar to
serve the Vietnamese community, I
introduced myself as a retired
insurance agent. He dubbed me as
FBI- Frank Becht Insurance and
himself as CIA- Continuing in
Action.

Another such quip resulted
from a special meeting with the Knights of Columbus when he
told the Father Thanh story, and he dubbed himself  a Simple
Country Priest. He’s anything but.

Frank Becht

In June, my wife and I invited Father Thanh over for Sunday din-
ner and to administer the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick to my
wife who had lymphoma.  On the morning of his planned visit after
Mass, I mentioned to Father Thanh that my wife was not feeling well
but he still insisted on coming over. When he arrived later than day,
my wife’s health had deteriorated further.  Fortunately, we were able
to pray with Father Thanh as a family and he was able to administer
Last Rites before he left. My dear wife passed away later that night in
a very peaceful and blessed state that no doubt was impacted by
Father Thanh’s visit. I want to thank him for all he has done for our
family and our parish of Christ the King. He will be missed and we
will continue to pray for him as he ministers to a new parish.
Hopefully, we will stay in touch as I still owe him a dinner from that
blessed night!

Good luck and God bless,

Stephen Franklin and family

I have been with Christ the King
Parish for a bit over six years. I was
raised Catholic but left the church many
years ago and always felt lost. When I
met Father Thanh he welcomed me in a
very warm manner. One of my best Christ
the King parishioners have heard Father
Thanh speak of his life in Vietnam and his
harrowing escape by sea. They may not

know, however, that he has also shared his memories with stu-
dents at the University of North Florida, where I teach a course
called “The 1960s and Vietnam.” I have often invited U.S. veter-
ans of the war and Vietnamese-Americans to address the class.
Father Thanh accepted one of my invitations, and held forth on
his experiences growing up in South Vietnam. And my students
did something we don’t have a chance to do after the sermon:
Raise their hands and ask lots of questions!

David Courtwright

Alaska Bound

Back in 2002,
Father Thanh and 16
others flew to Seattle,
Washington, caught a
bus to Vancouver and
after going through
customs boarded a
ship. We cruised up
the Inside Passage all
the way to Ketchikan.
We stopped in Juneau and a few smaller cities. We took a steam train
ride off into the mountainous area. After cruising back to Vancouver we
had a bus tour of the Vancouver area.

After our flight out of Atlanta was long delayed we were really
happy to see our beds and dream of the fun and exciting places we had
been. As a side note, our trip raised $4000 for our parish.

Claretta Lamusga
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Remembering Father Thanh

This story begins about fourteen years ago. I was an active CTK school parent and an even more active
CTK Athletic parent, but not really an active CTK parishioner. I remember seeing Father Thanh at the ballpark
on Saturdays. I was a familiar face but he didn’t know my name at the time. I was just starting to attend Mass
occasionally and usually just went to the children’s Mass on Fridays to sit with my sons.

My spiritual journey was beginning and I’m not sure that I was even aware of it. I was having difficulties
at home and my husband and I were in counseling but it wasn’t going well. One Saturday, feeling overwhelmed
and negative, I really needed to speak with someone. So I went to confession. (Not something I would normal-
ly do at that time.)  Father Thanh was there and I started on about my negative thoughts. He stopped me and
said he would be willing to talk to me at the rectory if I wanted to make an appointment. I declined. I said I had
a counselor and just thought I should go to confession. I was fine. Yeah, right!! Luckily, he still did not know
my name but he did recognize me.

As fate would have it, I had to call Father Thanh about an event the Athletic Association was planning. I
left my name and number. That Sunday my son was altar server, so I had to go to Mass and even arrive early.
As I walked in I saw Father Thanh and he called me by name. He told me he was praying for me and that if I

wanted to talk he was available. I thanked him and declined his offer again. This same scenario repeated for several weeks—- Father Thanh pray-
ing for me and me thanking him and trying to avoid him wherever I could.

Finally, one Tuesday morning, I was driving down Atlantic Boulevard and I had an overpowering urge to stop at Barnes and Noble (located
at Atlantic and Southside at that time) to buy a dictionary one of the boys needed for school. I had another week before it was required. I decid-
ed to ignore the urge. It wouldn’t go away. I had a busy day and could buy it any time. Finally, I gave up and pulled into the store. Now, I’m no
longer arguing with myself. I’m complaining to myself about stopping. I’m rushing through the store heading towards the dictionaries when I
noticed this man looking at me and smiling. He is sitting right in front of the dictionary section. My brain is now in overdrive. Do I know this
man? Why is he looking at me and smiling? Then it hits me—-too late to hide. It’s Father Thanh in plain clothes. No turning back now. He says
to me more as a statement than a question, “You have time to talk?”  I could only say yes. How could I argue? Buying the dictionary that day was
no longer a thought. A higher power had steered me and I could no longer fight it or deny it. Poor Father Thanh!

We spent the next two hours talking. I told him my entire life story. It was a day I will never forget, not only because it was life changing, but
it was the start of a beautiful friendship.

Slowly, I got involved in the church with Father Thanh’s guidance. Then came my first experience with a small group faith sharing, Just Faith,
which led to two mission trips, food drives, a MOP concert and a Pilgrimage to Italy. On our first mission trip, a dear friend pointed out that Father
Thanh and I were like brother and sister because we were constantly picking on each other or bickering. So, not only am I proud to call him my
spiritual director, my friend but also my Big Brother!!!

I’m sad to see you go but I’m thrilled you are getting such a wonderful opportunity. 

Laurie Plotz

Listen and God will guide you!

Working on the Courier involves writ-
ers, photographers and the Wednesday
night people - those who proofread, while
others do corrections and layout on the
computers. I would always be working on
the computer in the office. Father Thanh
would often stop by during the evening,
and sit with the proofreaders. It was always
wonderful to hear the conversations and
laughter that were going on in that room.
There were occasions, however, when all
work would stop because of Father’s visit.
On a couple of occasions I asked Father
Thanh if he would like to sit and proofread,

to keep us on schedule. He would laugh and then excuse himself. 
There were also times when we would be working quite late, just

as we were going to press, and he would pop in to see how we were
doing. 

This last year, Father Thanh worked with RCIA on our meeting
nights, so he rarely stopped in. Now he is on sabbatical and soon will
be off to St. Joseph’s. I will miss his visits. I regret asking Father to
proofread. He will always be welcomed back, and yes, I will keep my
mouth shut. 

Mary Ann Sullivan

I have been with
Christ the King
Parish for a bit over
six years. I was

raised Catholic but left the church many years ago and always felt
lost. When I met Father Thanh he welcomed me in a very warm man-
ner. One of my best experiences was when I went to a healing Mass
and Father Thanh touched me, I felt a warm peaceful feeling. I knew
then I had returned home.

I would like to tell everyone a little story about Father Thanh. I
was at his last birthday celebration.  Jane Middleton was sitting next
to me, when someone asked Father Thanh, “Father Thanh, how old
are you?” Father Thanh’s response was “I am older than dirt.” Jane
leaned toward me and said, “If Father is older than dirt, then what
does that make me?” since Jane is in her late eighty’s.

Father Thanh you will be missed, but will remain in a corner of
my heart and forever in my prayers.

Charm Saults

Father Thanh is very important to our family. My mom died January 24,

2002. Prior to her death, Father Thanh came with Jean Sell every first Friday

to visit her and he brought her communion.

She would get so excited when she saw him. If

he learned that she was not well, he would

come to the house just to check on her. In 2001

Father Thanh went to Europe and when he

returned he had an angel ornament for mom.

Every Christmas we hang the angel on the tree

and think of mom and Father Thanh. May God

bless him always.

Rosemary Shami and Family
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Remembering Father Thanh
With this article, we would like to express our sincere appreciation to Father Thanh

Thai Nguyen, the Pastor of Christ the King Church and the Leader of our Vietnamese
Community, who has so lovingly taken us under his wing all of these years.

Thanks to him, we have Vietnamese Mass and Vietnamese Sunday school. These two
blessings, hand in hand, have allowed us the unique opportunity to not only share God’s
teachings with one another, but also share the Vietnamese Culture with our younger gen-
erations. Our Vietnamese community is so honored to have had a leader like him, one with
such a loving and caring vision for the future of the Vietnamese community at Christ The
King Church.

Within the next few months, as Father Thanh completes his transition to St. Joseph’s
Parish, he will certainly be greatly missed. Although we would rather keep him here, we
do wish him all the best at St. Joseph. We know they too will love having him as their
Pastor.

We also owe many thanks to Christ the King Parish and Christ The King School. We
would not and could not be here today if it wasn’t for all the love you shared and all the
tremendous help and care you gave.

Now, we would like to introduce to the readers our photographer extraordinaire Miss
Nadya Thuha Nguyen and a talented young writer Han Mai. This writer is currently help-
ing us with Vietnamese Sunday School as instructor assistant. We are so proud of her, along
with other young people in our community, who have made the time and the effort to get
involved and to serve. They are the bond that connects the different generations in our com-
munity. They will be the ones to continue the work we have started here, to keep our dream
of having a Catholic Vietnamese community alive, and to take that dream far beyond our
imagination.

Paula Dinh
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by Frank Becht

You may have heard the phrase,
“Of all the love far and near, a
family’s love is most dear”

The Catholic Church considers
marriage to be the basic building
block of society.  God created man
and then created woman and in so
doing, the only institution ordained
to the procreation of and education
of children. 

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church defines marriage as “The
intimate community of life and
love which constitutes the married
state has been established by the
Creator and endowed by Him with
its own proper laws…. God
Himself is the author of marriage.”  

In recent years there have been
many attempts to change the
definition of marriage with the
resultant change in family life. Gay
marriage (same-sex marriage) has
been approved in fourteen
countries which include Argentina,
Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
France, Iceland, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Norway, Portugal, South
Africa, Spain, Sweden and
Uraguay.

There are other countries that
allow gay marriage in some
jurisdictions such as Brazil,
Mexico and the United States. In
the United States, Massachusetts
led the way in 2003 followed by
Connecticut, Delaware, Iowa,
Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, New
Hampshire, New York, Rhode
Island, Vermont, Washington, and
the District of Columbia. 

God created each of us to His
image and likeness. While the
purpose of marriage is procreation,
God did not signify marriage as a
requirement in life. Each of us has
the power to determine the station
of life we wish to take. It appears
that same-sex marriage is most
often to gain the benefits provided
to males and females who married
for family purposes, a condition for
marriage in the Catholic Church. In
today’s world these legal benefits
can be tremendous.

Marriage and family are of
central importance to virtually all
Catholics and Christians regardless
of their ethnic or racial
background. In recent years

sweeping social changes have
taken place in marriage and
parenthood. Fewer adults in the
U.S. are married (51% now, down
from 69% in 1970), more babies
are being born outside of marriage
(41% in 2009, up from 11% in
1970), and fewer children are being
raised by two married parents (63%
in 2010, down from 82% in 1970);
an article in the Florida Times
Union on May 31, 2013 stated 42%
of women would consider
becoming a single parent. 

Today many things affect
family life, making it very different
from the time we older people
remember family life in our
younger days. Very few moms stay
at home anymore; two salaries,
married family or not, are required.
Single parents find it almost
impossible to raise families on their
own. Even with two parents, it’s no
meal in the morning, lunch at and
by the school, and fast food for
supper, hopefully. Compare this to
the old days when families met
grandparents on the weekends to
share delicious meals with their
aunts, uncles and cousins on a
regular basis. During the week you
shared meals at one table with
Mom and Dad and played in the
yard with friends after doing your
homework. Our children were
more involved in Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts and we parents even
accompanied them on field trips. 

We, Catholics and Christians,
consider marriage and family to be
the basic building block of every
society. Not only does marriage
perfect the human love between
spouses, it is also the only
institution ordained to the
procreation and education of
children. For these reasons,
marriage is recognized in the
Church as a sacrament, established
by God with its own purpose,
shared between Christ and His
Bride, the Church.

Children, the precious gift of
marriage, are the living reflection
of this married love and permanent
sign of the conjugal unity shared
between husband and wife. It is
therefore no exaggeration to say
that marriage is of its very nature
responsible for the existence and
perpetuation of the Church and
civilization (family). 

All About Family

by Yolanda Cerqueira

Amazing! Positively amazing
how year after year you, the
parishioners of Christ the King,
respond to our food drive. Thank
you doesn’t begin to express our
gratitude and yes, relief because
our food coffers were beginning to
run low. You cannot begin to know
how many people you have helped
feed and in doing so have truly
lifted their spirits. We know that
times are not easy for any of us
right now, so when we see your
outpouring of love we know that
you parishioners, the members of
St. Vincent de Paul and most of all
the recipients of the food have been
truly blessed by God.

In addition to our yearly food
drive, the St. Vincent de Paul
Society also celebrates the feast
day of St. Vincent de Paul in which
all the Conferences come together
to renew their Vincentian
commitment to the Society. This
year it was held at Blessed Trinity
Parish and the main celebrant was
Father Joe McDonnell whom many
of you remember from his days
here at Christ the King. Father Joe
is the Spiritual Chaplain for all the
Conferences in the St. Augustine
Diocese. 

When Father was here at Christ
the King he was very interested in
starting a group of Young
Vincentians over at Bishop Kenny.
It was not easy as there was
resistance at first; however, with
the help of Helen Ramos who
accompanied him to many
meetings, finally Young
Vincentians got off the ground. I
tell you this because at our
celebration on September 27th
there was not a person in the
congregation who could not help
but notice the very large group of
youth who occupied one fourth of

the side of the church. Not only
were we all thrilled by their
presence but also by the marvelous
work they do for our Society. They
are our future and judging by their
numbers our future is in good
hands. Father Joe was so proud and
well he should be! The fruits of his
labor stood tall and strong in front
of him. 

Father Joe’s message to us was
to remind us that we Vincentians
are servants for the glory of God..
We are to go out to our suffering
brothers and sisters and assess their
needs. After praying we try to
judge and act on that judgment.
The most important thing we do is
bring Christ with us when
performing our works of mercy. As
has been said many times, no act of
charity is foreign to our Society.
We must think outside the box and
not get tangled up with too many
rules.

Father stressed when
Vincentians are out helping people
we must always bring a religious
dimension to what we do. That is
why Vincentians pray before going
on a call for the Holy Spirit to
enlighten our minds and guide us in
our decision-making. That way our
service is more likely to correspond
to their need. We should not
hesitate to pray with our clients.
And many a time the client is the
first one to say, “Will you pray with
me?” Vincentians go out to help but
usually they are the ones blessed by
the people they serve. 

Before going on with the
celebration of the Eucharist Father
Joe concluded with the thought that
all of us, whether we be Vincentian
or not, should be doing acts of
kindness as we must be more than
isolated selves. We are all called to
serve in one way or another. Pray—
-Listen to what God is saying to
you. What is God calling me to do?

St. Vincent de Paul

Reports

St. Vincent de Paul Society

It’s fun; it’s rewarding; it’s
blessed!

Join us on Monday evening
in the rectory at 7:30 p.m. 

You will be so glad you did – and so will we. 
A truly holy hour.
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by Matt Daniel

As I write this, it
is hard to believe
that I am entering
my sixth month here
at Christ the King.
Time surely does fly
when you’re having
fun. Advent and
Christmas will soon
be upon us, and the
choirs and I have
been working very
hard to present beau-
tiful  sacred music to
you all as we await
the coming and birth

of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
I wanted to use this first official article as your Director of Music to

fill you in on some new things that have happened, or will be happening
soon, in our Music Ministry. I would like to begin by talking about our St.
Cecilia Choristers. Following a very successful first annual Summer
Music Camp, we are off and rolling. We have grown to nearly 20 young
singers in a matter of weeks. Each Wednesday afternoon, we gather
together for an hour of music. Through various activities, we have learned
about how to properly use our voice to sing and what it means to be a part
of a choir. Students are taught about the vast patrimony of the Church’s
Sacred Music, dating back nearly 1000 years. We have learned music of
Palestrina, Bach, Haydn, Beethoven, and Handel to name a few. The stu-
dents are also learning about the Church’s teachings on Sacred Music and
what is appropriate  music in Church. The most important lesson they are
learning is how to be a leader in church. Being a part of a choir is not a
passive role in church, rather, it is a leadership role. The children take this
responsibility very seriously, and I am very proud of their growth and
development in just a few short weeks. The sounds are becoming more
and more angelic and I encourage you to come to a 9:00 a.m. Mass on the
first or third Sunday of the month to hear them. If you have a young singer
(grades 1-8), they are invited to join us on Wednesdays at 3:15 in the
Music Room.

I have introduced a new curriculum to instruct the choirs. This sum-
mer, Christ the King became an Affiliate Member of the Royal School of
Church Music (RSCM). The RSCM is a worldwide organization of
church musicians who come together to enhance their churches with the
finest quality of church music possible. The wealth of knowledge and
information from this group is astounding. We have begun to implement
the Voice for Life series on all levels (children and adult), which is a com-
prehensive approach to teaching music to people of all types of musical
backgrounds: from the earliest beginner to the most advanced career
musician. You will notice the children begin to wear different color
medals at Mass soon. Upon completion of a level in the series, the chil-
dren will receive a medal to award their achievement. If you see a young
singer with a medal, please congratulate them for their continued hard
work. The RSCM provides our church with a wealth of educational tools
and the finest music, both new and old, that is available. Additionally,
RSCM membership allows Christ the King to participate in various
Summer Training Courses for children and adults to further enhance
singing and music education. This is an exciting time for Music here at
CTK.

The Handbell Choir is ringing along merrily. We could use a few more
ringers, so if you don’t think singing is your calling in Music Ministry,
come join the Handbells! Whether or not you read music, there is a place
for you! We are currently working on our Advent and Christmas reper-
toire, so look for the Handbells to appear starting this December at the
9:00 a.m. Mass. This is the first Handbell Choir that I have conducted
(I’ve played in a few before), and I am having an absolute blast. The
sound of handbells is absolutely beautiful and will help transcend our
worship to a higher place. I encourage you to close your eyes and listen
(but don’t fall asleep!) to the beautiful music coming from our extremely
talented group of ringers.

The King’s Choir is going full speed ahead as well. Like the St.
Cecilia Choristers, we have been learning lots of Music Theory and Music
History. We have been experiencing a wide variety of music, from com-
positions written just this year to some of the church’s most ancient texts.
We are finding beauty in all styles of music, and it is our prayer that we
present it in a beautiful, prayerful style. We are always looking for new
members to join our family (especially men…I know you’re out there).
We rehearse on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. Again, reading music is not a
requirement, just come with a smile and a willing heart. I will teach you

everything you need to know, and we have some very talented singers that
can help you along the way. 

To introduce myself to you better, I presented an Organ Recital on
September 27. I want to take this opportunity to thank all of those who
came out to support me in this endeavor. To those who were not able to
attend, I thank you for your prayers and well wishes. I also want to thank
you all for your tremendous generosity. We were able to raise funds for
some much needed repairs to the Organ in the Main Church. The Church
has affirmed several times throughout history that the organ deserves
pride of place among all other instruments in the church, and Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI went on to say that the organ has the capability of
“transcending the merely human sphere, as all music of quality does,
evokes the divine. ... It is capable of echoing and expressing all the expe-
riences of human life. The manifold possibilities of the organ in some way
remind us of the immensity and the magnificence of God.” The organ is
indeed the only instrument in the world capable of such a variety of
sounds. Its glorious full sounds are able to lead a full church in hymnody
and its celestial softer voices are able to portray the whispers of the divine.
We certainly want to keep this cherished instrument in the best condition
possible to support the vibrant music programs here at CTK. For those of
you who were unable to contribute to the music ministry at the recital but
feel a calling to help, please contact me on ways to support the choirs and
music ministry.

The crown jewel of our fall season of music here will happen on
Friday, December 20 in the Church. We will present our first annual
Christ the King Festival of Lessons and Carols. This ancient celebration
of music and scripture will unfold the great mystery of the coming of
Jesus Christ. The St. Cecilia Choir, Handbell Choir, and Kings Choir will
come together for a night of joyful music to prepare our hearts for the
great Feast of the Nativity. You won’t want to miss it. Even better, the pro-
gram is FREE and we will have a reception afterward in the Parish Hall.
What could be better fun on a Friday night in December? 

The Organ Recital and Christmas Festival of Lessons and Carols are
just the first of many exciting programs I have planned. One of my goals
is to better expose the community to the wonderful musical gifts that
Christ the King has to offer. We will go caroling to nursing homes during
the Advent/Christmas season, and we will also host a variety of concerts
featuring various local talents soon. Stay tuned for upcoming concert
news and events!

The warm welcome I have gotten since my arrival in June has been
beautiful. I give thanks to God for the warm welcome from all of you here
at Christ the King. I am very glad to be here and serve the parish as the
Director of Music. I have met so many people throughout these months,
but I know there are several of you that I have not met yet. I encourage
you to stop by the organ after Mass on the weekends and introduce your-
self. I feel very welcome here and look forward to growing and sharing in
ministry with you all.

Soli Deo Gloria,
Matt

Happenings in the Music Ministry

RELIGIOUS ARTICLE STORE

November 24 drawing for holiday items

Fruit basket, rosary, statue, gift certificates.

Enter until the end of the 11:00 Mass, when

the winning tickets will be drawn.

Also on November 24 we will offer a 10% discount

on all items $5.00 and more.

Time for special orders and lay-a-ways

for Christmas. Gift wrapping available.

Watch for the specials in the bulletin.

Looking for holiday volunteers to work in the

store 30 to 45 minutes before or after all Masses.

Come see Charm or call 377-1299.
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By Frank Becht, PGK and Nick

Klepac

Brotherly Care - On a
monthly basis, Brother Knights
celebrate an 8:00 a.m. Mass at
Christ the King and then they visit
homebound brothers. Anyone sick
or in distress is eligible for
visitation. If you know someone
who would enjoy a visitation,
please call Ramon Day. It is the
purpose of Brotherly Care to assist
those in need. 

Road Cleanup - Monthly road
cleanup of a section of Lone Star
Road follows the Brotherly Care
Mass at Christ the King. Your help
IS NEEDED. Please call Dennis.

ACA Cleanup - ACA
Chairman Bill Smith conducted
another cleanup day at the Council
Hall on September 14. The
previous Hall Cleanup was very
successful, thanks to the efforts of
several  Brother Knights.

40 Days For Life - Activities
started on September 25 at Powers
Ave. in front of the newly
renovated building soon to serve as
the newest abortion clinic. The
Council will continue to
demonstrate in front of this facility
to show our support for Life.
Planned Parenthood formally
opened its facility on Powers Ave
on October 7. All churches are
asked by 40 Days for Life to
support the activities which
continue daily with rallies and
marches of protest. Both Christ the
King and Resurrection are actively
participating.

First Friday Mass - The First
Friday Mass which has
traditionally been held in the
Council Hall followed by dinner,
was changed recently as the result
of the death of Dan Wendel, a long-
time member of the Knights of
Columbus and a Fourth Degree
member. Dan’s visitation was at
Christ the King from 5:00 p.m.
with the Rosary at 6:15 p.m. in the
main church. As a result, Grand
Knight John Klinkenberg moved
that First Friday Mass to the
Chapel at Christ the King at 5:30
p.m. in order that our members
might participate in both functions.

Knightly News

Squires - On September 15, the Squires joined in the fun at
Adventure Landing to support our seminarians. On Sunday,
September 22, they conducted a car wash at Christ the King at
the 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Masses. The Squires had their officer
investiture on October 19; Grand Knight John Klinkenberg and
Father Pavel presiding. They also joined in the K of C Soccer
Challenge in October and are currently organizing a food drive
to run from November 1 through November 26.

Christ the King Honoree’s Breakfast- On Tuesday,
October 22, Council 4727 cooked a delicious breakfast
served in the church hall for the honor students of Christ the
King School. This was a special tribute to the students, the
staff, and principal, Stefanie Chinault. 

Tootsie Roll Drive - The annual Tootsie Roll Drive
was shifted from the spring time to later in the year, and
was conducted on September 27 and 28 at local Publix
and Winn Dixie grocery stores and on Sunday,
September 29 after all Masses at Christ the King and
Resurrection. The proceeds will go to people with
disabilities. Ramon Day coordinated the event with the
assistance of Scott Lutheran and Theo Naessens.
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Knightly News

Rosary March - On October 5,
at 8:00 a.m. Christ the King spon-
sored a Mass and  Rosary Procession
beginning at the Grotto, through the
parking lot to the backside of the
gymnasium, down Larkin Road,
along Arlington Road and back
around into the Church. This was a
special tribute to our Blessed Mother
Mary with the Knights of Columbus
Honor Guard and Squires joining in
the procession. A reception followed
in the Parish Hall.

Doc Broome Ball - The Annual Doc
Broome Ball was held at the CTK Kingdome
from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Saturday,
October 12.  Entertainment by Prince Pele’s
Polynesian Revue was followed by dancing
and door prizes galore. It was a BYOB affair
with snacks and setups provided. The turnout
was excellent as usual. PGK Butch Ferrizzi
and committee did an excellent job.

Memorial Mass - The annual
Memorial Mass was held on Friday,
November 1, at the Council Hall.
Monsignor Haut, retired pastor of Blessed
Trinity, was the presiding priest at Mass.
Following Mass a special memorial serv-
ice was conducted with each deceased
Knight named and a candle lit. At the end
names of deceased K’Cees were read and
candles lit. A special reception followed.

Mini Golf Tournament - The Mini Golf
Tournament was held on September 15 at
Adventure Landing in Jacksonville Beach. It
was a day for family fun organized by Mike
Yarborough and Mickey Moneyhan to bene-
fit our seminarians from Christ the King and
Resurrection:  John Antolin, Asher Hairchi,
Matthew King and Clay Ludwig. A great
time was had by all.



Page 24 Christ the King Courier November 2013

by Frank Becht

A new program has been
initiated at Christ the King Church
by Father Thanh Nguyen who is on
a sabbatical in Rome. Monthly,
individual ministries are being
invited to a special dinner which is
served in the rectory after the 5:00
p.m. Saturday Mass. At this time a
special invitation from Father
Amar and Father Pawel is mailed to
ministry members. 

The idea of forming the
ministry evolved about two years
ago as a result of the food drive for
the St. Vincent de Paul food pantry,
when the volunteers gathering the
donated food, were drenched with
rain and hungry after hours of
work. Father Thanh brought them
into the rectory and Father Sal
cooked them an Italian meal. The
dinner had been so well accepted
that one year later, Father Thanh
asked Laurie, after processing the
food, to cook a similar meal for the
volunteers. As a result, the
Stewardship/Welcome committee
came up with the idea of an
“Appreciation Dinner” for little
noticed ministries. In a social
atmosphere they can share opinions
and suggestions to improve service
to the Church and Community. 

Stewardship Committee
Chairman Laurie Plotz directs the
monthly dinners for the various
select ministries. She is assisted by
a sizeable group of volunteers
which includes Sister Nancy,
Volunteer Coordinator, Sam
Clements, Carol-Ann Black, Gloria
Nebrich, Jane Middleton, Yolanda
Cerqueira, Kathy Nichols, Gus
Carlson and others.

The first dinner was served on
February 16 to the Stewardship/
Welcome committee as a trial-run
event. Since then there have been
seven other dinners involving the
Altar Society, Money Counters,
Sacristans, Religious Ed, and the
Courier.

A special serving team prepares
and serves the delicious pasta style
meals which include hors
d’oeuvres and wine of your choice.
On August 24, there was an
exception to the dinner menu when
Father Amar prepared an Indian
dinner for the Money Counters.

On the evening of September
14, the Courier enjoyed a delicious
meatball and pasta dinner with all
the trimmings, hosted by Father
Amar and Father Pawel. This
ministry dinner involved a sizeable
group of 25 or more. Following
dinner there was considerable
discussion of the many problems
involved in the production of the
Courier, ranging from getting a
variety of articles, editing, and
distributing to all parish members.

You’ve heard an old adage,
“The work done in any
organization is done by the same
20% of the group.” Frankly, it’s
more like 10%. We need more of
the energetic and hard-working
people in our parish to join in
active participation in our
ministries. It is hoped that by
providing the opportunity to work
more closely in a social atmosphere
that the ministries will grow and
prosper.  

Come join one of our hard
working ministries; let’s make it to
20%.

In Appreciation of Your Dedicated Service



by Annie Sabatino

On October 13 the Queens and Kings hosted a

carnival and circus theme meeting. Members

enjoyed corn dogs, hot dogs, popcorn, icees and

cotton candy. Tickets were sold for the 50/50

raffle and door prizes. Barbara Hanuscin and

Nino Struzzi were dressed as clowns and enter-

tained. Everyone had a pleasant Sunday after-

noon. 

Queens and Kings are always looking for

new members ages 50 years plus. Dues

are $5.00 per year. They meet the second

Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m. A meet-

ing was held Nov. 10. Thanksgiving din-

ner and all the trimmings were served.

Musical entertainment was provided by

Bill Rice for all to enjoy. 
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Queens and Kings

by Stephen Safar

Have you seen my beloved?
Have you seen my Friend?
Within this house, my soul awaits
for this longing to end.

My Beloved comes
and knocks on my door
and says with a voice of love
“you shall be weary no more.”

I opened for Him. “Please come in,
You who are called Faithful and True
that we may dine
and begin a life anew.”

I gazed at my Beloved - 
into His eternal eyes aflame
and His hands that bore the marks
that removed all my shame.

“I am Alpha and Omega
the Beginning and the End.
Into eternity we go
to a life without end.”

My Beloved

Submitted by Bernie Klepac

Taken from the Internet

I don’t
think our
kids know
what an
apron is. 

The prin-
cipal use of
G r a n d m a ’s
apron was to
protect the
dress under-
n e a t h
because she

only had a few—-dresses, that is. It
was also easier to wash aprons than
dresses and aprons used less mate-
rial. But along with that, it served
as a potholder for removing hot
pans from the oven.

It was wonderful for drying
children’s tears, and on occasion
was even used for cleaning out
dirty ears.

From the chicken coop, the
apron was used for carrying eggs,
fussy chicks, and sometimes half-
hatched eggs to be finished in the
warming oven.

When company came, those
aprons were ideal hiding places for
shy kids.

And when the weather was cold
Grandma wrapped it around her
arms.

Those big old aprons wiped
many a perspiring brow, bent over
the hot wood stove.

Chips and kindling wood were
brought into the kitchen in that
apron.

From the garden, it carried all
sorts of vegetables. 

After the peas had been shelled,
it carried out the hulls.

In the fall, the apron was used
to bring in apples that had fallen
from the trees.

When unexpected company
drove up the road, it was surprising
how much furniture that old apron
could dust in a matter of seconds.

When dinner was ready,
Grandma walked out onto the
porch, waved her apron, and the 
men folk knew it was time to
come in from the fields to dinner. 

It will be a long time before
someone invents something that
will replace that ‘old-time apron’
that served so many purposes.

R E M E M B E R — - G r a n d m a
used to set her hot baked apple pies
on the window sill to cool. Her
granddaughters set theirs on the
window sill to thaw. 

BOY, if that ain’t the truth !!!
They would go crazy if they

knew how many germs were on
that apron. 

But I don’t think I ever caught
anything from an apron - but love.

by Mary Ann Sullivan

While Sam Clements was
going through old papers recently,
he came upon a Christ the King
bulletin from July 31, 1960.  He
thought readers of the Courier
would find it interesting. Jane
Middleton, who has worked on the
church bulletins for many years
remembered those days.  Jane
looked at the bulletin and laughed.
“We had to type on a stencil and
then take it over to the school and
run it through the mimeograph
machine. What a mess!”

The bulletin has changed over
the years. In 1960, the bulletin had
a cover and then one page inside. I
would try and show what this page
looked like, but the mimeograph
page is not real clear and easy to
read. So I thought I would share
with you the nine items listed on
that one page:

The first was a welcome of new
parishioners, giving their names
and addresses. 

The second listing was
Baptisms for that week (this partic-
ular bulletin listed Patrick Joseph
Jackson, JoAnne Middleton and
Sandra Ann Sayles along with one I
could not decipher - blame it on the
mimeograph copy). 

The third item listed First
Friday notice with Masses said at
6:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. 

Confessions were the fourth
listing. They were heard twice on
Thursday: 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. and
7:30 to 8:30p.m. (I’m sure the
priest would love to see enough
people receive this sacrament to
justify having two time slots)

First Saturday was listed as
fifth on the list. First Saturday of
the month was to honor the Blessed
Mother. Rosary for World Peace
was said at 8:20 a.m. with Mass
following at 8:30 a.m.

Number six was Circle 9 hav-
ing its annual anniversary party on
August 2 in the clubhouse. There
was going to be a drawing for a
Silver Coffee Service (who had to
polish that?)

Number seven was Marriage
Banns. I am not really sure when
the church stopped posting banns. I
remembered when I was getting
married, the banns had to be posted
three times in the bulletin.

Eight on the listing was an ad
for the Religious Goods Store, with
The Imitation of Christ being pro-
moted. (Charm Saults, who cur-
rently heads up the Religious
Article store still promotes books).

The final listings are the Mass
intentions and their times. You see
no evening Masses, no Sunday
Vigil.

We have come a long way from
1960. The bulletin has grown to six
full-size pages packed with infor-
mation. How often do you really
read it? There is a wealth of infor-
mation in it: Holy day Mass times,
ministry events, reflections from
the pastoral staff, school events,
how much money is being con-
tributed to the church (are you con-
tributing?) and ads. There is also a
terrific parish website
(CTKCatholic.com) that has all
contact information and bulletins
as well as sixteen years of Couriers.
There is also a beautiful virtual tour
of our church and campus. Christ
the King even has a Facebook
page. And we cannot forget, Christ
the King Courier.

As we begin the New
Evangelization that the US Bishops
have called for, let us start within
our parish. There are many min-
istries; some old, some new that
need to invite parishioners to join
in their ministries. With a faith built
on scripture and community we can
be a living witness to the Good
News. Use what we have in our
parish, promote through Christ the
King Courier, promote through
Facebook, and yes, promote
through the bulletin.

History of “Aprons”

Bulletin from the Past
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by Yolanda Cerqueira 

Who would ever believe that an
act of kindness could lead to having
the honor of receiving a special
invitation to meet President Obama
along with six others and to drive
one of the cars in his motorcade.
That is exactly what happened to
one of our parishioners, Monica
Crisp, in late July of this year.

How did it all happen? Well, it
began in 2011 when Monica first
volunteered to work on the
Democratic Campaign for 2012.
Actually, she was a volunteer for
OFA which stands for Obama for
America. Her work entailed calling
people and asking them for whom
they planned to vote in the 2012
election. At the same time she
would encourage anyone who had
not registered to vote to do so. If
the person said they were planning
to vote Democratic they would be
asked if they would be interested in
volunteering. 

Monica said that many people
asked for yard signs but few or
none were given out. In this
writer’s neighborhood in 2012 one
could find a multitude of Romney
signs but a scant few for Obama.
The Democratic Election
Committee had done finite research
and found out yard signs had no
bearing whatsoever on the outcome
of an election.  Today’s campaigns
are run totally different than they
were twenty or thirty years ago.
The Democrats had put in place a
computer program where one could
input data about a neighborhood, a
house, or whether a person would
be voting Democrat or Republican
and then send this information
daily to Chicago where it would be
analyzed and used for the next
day’s strategy. It is very
sophisticated and it obviously
worked quite well. 

By August of 2012 the
campaign was in high gear. To
complement this program a group
of young volunteers would go out
every day beginning at 7:00 a.m. to
canvas a neighborhood and see if
any changes had occurred from
their last canvas or from phone
calls made from the Democratic
office. The daily results were then

input and sent to
Chicago.

Monica was
p a r t i c u l a r l y
impressed with
these volunteers
and the poorly paid
staff whom she
characterized as
“wickedly smart,
u n b e l i e v a b l y
clever, energetic,
enthusiastic, and
very, very willing.”
She made the
comment that the
same could probably be said for the
young people working for the
Republicans. It is the young who
work tirelessly for a cause they
truly believe in. These particular
volunteers really have left an
indelible mark on her. 

The leader of this group was
Ray; he was the Field Organizer for
Northeast Florida. Ray was 28
years old, Catholic and from New
York. The others were Jillian, a
Protestant from Washington D.C.,
Christina, right here from
Jacksonville, a Catholic and
graduate of Bishop Kenny, Allen,
Jewish from Connecticut, Shayna,
a Florida F&M graduate, Adrenis,
and Tony who was a Fonzie look-a-
like from Jacksonville and a retired
insurance executive.  

Monica became very close to
them as the months rolled on; she
saw the countless hours they were
putting in without any complaints.
Being a mom, what bothered her
the most were their eating habits
which one could imagine were not
the best. She would watch them eat
french fries, burgers, pizzas,
microwave corn dogs, popcorn day
in and day out; and many a time
they would eat on the fly. She just
knew with her mommy wisdom
that they would give their left arm
for a home cooked meal. 

And that is exactly what she
went ahead and did much to the
delight of these young people. One
time she served them homemade
meat balls with her special
spaghetti sauce. On other occasions
she brought such things as pork
loin, chili, soups, sloppy joes——
really anything you could eat that

was healthy, tasted good, and the
cost was minimal. Many a day she
brought in lunch to feed the whole
crew and one time she was able to
buy knishes for the two young men
from up north. They were besides
themselves at the sight of those
knishes. (Knishes are deep-fried
mashed potatoes.)

We will fast forward to the
election itself and the re-election of
Barack Obama.  Monica stated that
anyone who had worked on the
presidential campaign usually
would receive an invitation to the
inauguration and that she did. She
and her daughter Tara went and had
a marvelous time. They made it
their mission to see the Morning
Joe Show which is a “don’t miss”
favorite of the family but they did
not get on the telly.

The election is over and
Monica is still volunteering her
time for OFA, but right now she is
mainly working for another
organization called Enroll America
which is a non-profit, non partisan
group to help people get health
insurance. As you can see this is
one busy woman who truly cares
about her community. One
afternoon in late spring she
received a phone call from Ray
whom you remember was the
Northeast Florida Field Director.
Monica and Ray had really kind of
bonded together as she was like a
second mom to him. Anyhow, out
of the blue he asked her, “What are
you doing on July 25, 2013?”
Monica responded, “Nothing I
know at this time.” “Would you
like to meet the President and drive
in the motorcade?” asked Ray.

Monica was
flabbergasted and
sputtered out,
“Are you punking
me?” Ray gave a
serious, “No,” and
went on to say,
“Someone will be
in touch with you
later. You will
have to have your
driver’s license
and your social
security card.”
The President was
coming to Blount

Island to endorse the widening of
the channel which would create
many new jobs and expand our
global trade. 

Well, Monica actually did get to
meet the President. She did actually
drive one of the motorcade cars.
How impressive is that! The
motorcade began at the airport and
from there proceeded to Blount
Island. One of the secret service
men told those who were part of the
motorcade that at times you will be
traveling up to speeds of 90 miles
an hour, so don’t look down!
Arriving at Blount Island President
Obama spoke to the crowd who had
gathered there. Afterwards he
turned his attention to those being
honored for their service. The first
thing he said as he was descending
the steps from his platform was a
loud, “Are these not the best drivers
in Florida?” 

President Obama came around
and shook each person’s hand and
thanked them for their service.
Monica said he was very gracious
and was very pleased to meet each
of the honorees. Then it was time
for the photos and it is here one
sees the humanity of the president.
Monica said, he looked at us and
said,” Let me put my jacket on so I
don”t look schleppy.  I want to look
presidential for your pictures. It’s
very hot here.” With that they
posed for the pictures and said their
goodbyes. 

Who would ever believe that
making some meals for a bunch of
hungry young volunteers and
workers would result in personally
meeting the president. You just
never know!

You Never Know

Submitted by Charm Saults

The Author is Unknown

At the adobe hut in Mexico
stood a little girl, weeping as
though her heart would break. She
was a very poor little girl, and her
name was Aleta. She was weeping
because Christmas was at hand and
she had nothing with which to
show her love for the Christ Child.
She knew all the people would
come to the nearby church on
Christmas Eve, bringing flowers to

place around the crib which had
been built on the altar.

As she stood with tears blinding
her eyes, an angel appeared by her
side and said, “Why are you crying,
little girl?”

Surprised, Aleta said, “Because
I have nothing to take to the Christ
Child on Christmas Eve to show
how much I love Him.”

“Gather an armful of these
weeds by the roadside,” said the
angel, “and when you come to the
altar, place them by the crib.”

“Oh!” exclaimed Aleta, “I do
not wish to place weeds among the
lovely flowers that will be at the
altar!”

“Do as I say,” said the angel.
“and the Christ Child will know
you love Him.”

Aleta smiled and promised.
The church was ablaze with

light on Christmas Eve. Aleta came
with an armful of the weeds, all she
could carry, and gently made her
way through the throng of people
that filled the church. Then she

placed the weeds among the
flowers and bowed her head in
silent adoration.

A gasp of delight came from
every part of the great church. And
Aleta raised her eyes and to her
astonishment, the weeds she had
placed at the altar had become a
bower of the most beautiful scarlet
flowers.

Ever since, these flowers have
been known as the poinsettia, the
Christmas flower. 

Legend of the Poinsettia
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Christ the King Council of Catholic Women
by Carol-Ann Black

The activities of our parish
council have begun in earnest and
will continue through May. Our
membership has attracted several
new members and opened a new
circle. The deanery meeting was
held October 24, with participation
way up. Could be the excellent
catered supper, but more likely it is
increased commitment, and that
would be wonderful.  Three of the
deanery activities especially wor-
thy of note are the Day of
Reflection on November 19 at the
Carmelite Monastery in Bunnell.
(Departure 8:00 a.m. from Blessed
Trinity; $29.00 includes bus, lunch,
prayer; Call Daisy McDonald at
646-0902); the Christmas card
campaign to serve the residents at
All Saints Nursing Home over on
Blanding Boulevard; and Council
Sunday, declared by Bishop
Estevez for October 27, to be
observed in all the parishes in the
Diocese of Saint Augustine. 

The Council Sunday is a first
for the diocese, and is, I believe, a
reflection of the importance to the
bishop and the diocese of the work
carried on by our Catholic Women.
And, I believe, it is probably a
reflection at some level of the con-
cern of all of our bishops for the
work of the National Council of
Catholic Women. 

Let me explain. I was able to
attend the convention of the
National Council of Catholic
Women late in September down in
Fort Lauderdale. At the convention
our new president, Rebecca
Woodhull, made clear the fact that
our organization remains in the
financial hot water that has pre-

vailed for the past five years.
Progress has been made at all levels
in reorganization, but much
remains to be done. In fact as con-
vention neared, the need for many
thousands of dollars—-in cash—-
became apparent. NCCW put out a
letter of appeal to individual mem-
bers and to the bishops. The
response was phenomenal and ALL
convention bills were paid before
the first member signed in at the
convention.  But this can be done
but once. I suspect that most of the
bishops were not aware of our dif-
ficult position, but they are very
aware of the valuable service pro-
vided by the Council of Catholic
Women in their dioceses. They
responded very generously. And
Bishop Estevez has declared
Council Sunday in our diocese to
emphasize his support. For this I
am personally very grateful and
hope that we can carry on our good
works for a long time to come.

Convention itself was most
interesting and lots of fun. I have
been able to attend two or three in
the company of my sister who is
very active in her diocese.  As a
result I have come to know some of
her Council sisters and it is great to
see them again and to hear about
their affiliate activities. Of course
there were the usual vendors of
books and religious articles, and it
is always interesting to catch up on
new publications and authors who
are in attendance. We had the pleas-
ure of enjoying ValLimar Jansen’s
performances. She is a singer, a
performer, and an inspirational
speaker and brings a unique expres-
sion of her faith to her audience. Dr.
Edward Sri, author of several
books, offered the keynote talk,

Walking with Mary: A Biblical
Journey from Nazareth to the
Cross. In addition we had other
breakout sessions that included
titles such as Reclaiming the Voice
of Catholic Women (my favorite of
the lot), Serving and Being Served:
Option for the Poor and Assisted
Suicide: Roe v. Wade of the 21st

Century.
The NCCW convention closed

with the usual banquet and an invi-
tation to attend the convention next
year.  That will be late in
September 2014, in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. In addition the conven-
tion for 2015 will be back in
Florida in Orlando.  The question,

“Why Florida again?”, was
answered very simply—-because it
is so accessible, generally reason-
able in price and because the
younger women will be attracted to
the Disney location. With any good
luck they will bring husbands and
families and make it an even more
exciting event.  

CK
CC
W

CKCCW events coming up.

Living Rosary and covered dish supper –

December 5. Mass at 5:30 p.m. Rosary in the

Shirley David Hall.  ALL parishioners are

invited. Bring the family.

Bake Sale and Raffle – December 14 and 15.

Grand Prize is an iPad, followed by several

baskets of cheer.

Honey Baked Ham certificates are available at

all times from CKCCW members and in the

Religious Article Store. 

GOD SENDS US LIFE JACKETS
by Paul Ghiotto

In the Jacksonville Maritime
Heritage Center downtown there is
an exhibit featuring a kapok-filled
life jacket manufactured in May
1941 and worn by Navy Machinist
Mate 2/C Henry A. (“Harry”)
Boyle when he abandoned his sink-
ing ship - the USS Hornet CV-8 -
on October 26, 1942 during the
naval Battle of the Santa Cruz
Islands.  This date just happened to
be his 27th birthday!  

The oil-stained jacket kept its
occupant afloat for 30 minutes
before he was picked up by the
crew of a passing destroyer. Worn
just once the jacket then was rele-
gated to a sea bag where it
remained for another 70 years.  

Finally, this month it found a
new home in a WWII display at the
Center.

Summer of 1942 was without a
doubt one to remember in the life of
young nineteen-year-old signalman
3rd class Elgin Staples. He was

aboard the cruiser USS Astoria dur-
ing the battle of Savo Island – an
entire night of action fought August
8-9, 1942. 

Around 2:00 a.m., Staples was
blown clear off the ship into shark-
infested waters by a large blast and
was kept afloat by a narrow rubber
life belt that he managed to inflate
with a simple trigger mechanism. 

Staples  was relieved to have
been rescued by a passing destroy-
er and was shortly returned to the
Astoria which was badly damaged
but still afloat. The ship’s captain
was attempting to save the cruiser
by beaching her on the nearest
shore. But the effort failed, and
Staples jumped off the high side of
the sinking ship and began swim-
ming still wearing his life belt,
although it couldn’t be inflated a
second time.

He was picked up again and
during this transport to shore first
noticed that the life belt that had
served him so well had been manu-
factured by Firestone Tire and

Rubber Company of Akron, Ohio -
his hometown. He examined it
closer and found a registration
number that at the time had no sig-
nificance to him.

Staples decided to keep the belt
as a souvenir and a reminder of
how lucky he had been. He brought
the belt back home on his next 30-
day leave. He had an emotional
welcome and was excited to sit
with his mother to tell her his story
(Staple’s mother worked for
Firestone at the same plant that the
rubber belt was manufactured).
During their talk, she had explained
to him how the company had insist-
ed on doing their part for the war
effort. To his surprise, the registra-
tion number affixed to the life belt
was a personal code that was used
to identify the quality control
inspector that made the approval
for each particular item. Staples’
mother was that very inspector!
She was responsible for approving
the quality of the very belt that
saved his life!

The moral of these two stories?
God has plans for all of us but you
have to stay afloat long enough to
understand them.  Grab the life
jacket and trust in the Lord!

By the way, Brooklyn-born
Harry Boyle was advanced to chief
petty officer by war’s end and
served on many other ships and
shore installations before retiring in
1961 from Jacksonville Naval Air
Station. One of Harry Boyle’s
proudest life achievements was
becoming the father of a daughter,
Hazel, who has been married to
husband Paul Ghiotto since 1971. 
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Girl Scouts Are Off to a Great Start
by Deidre Hicks

The new Girl Scout year
officially kicked off with our
Bridging and Investiture ceremony
on September 8. We celebrated as
former Daisy scouts bridged up to
Brownies and welcomed new Daisy
and other Girl Scouts. The second-
year Brownies whipped up a batch
of ‘new’ brownies to bridge the new
girls into the Brownie troop. All girls
were given the badges and patches
they earned the previous year and
certificates to commemorate the day.
It was a momentous way to start the
new Girl Scout year. 

Since then, we have been
involved in many activities for new
badges and to help live the Girl
Scout Law. Brownies are working
on their Celebrating Communities
Badge and will participate in a flag
ceremony, walk in the Veteran’s Day
Parade on November 11 downtown,
and visit a national monument. 

We recently took a field trip to
North Fork Leadership Center in
Middleburg, Florida, to participate
in Brownie Day. Brownie troops
from northeast Florida met for a day

of crafts, games, songs, and team
building. Afterwards, we enjoyed
the beautiful property with a picnic
lunch. 

A benefit of Girl Scouting is the
chance to form bonds with girls from
other troops. Upcoming events will
enable us to do this. There will be an
ice-skating party with several other
troops, a Christmas event hosted by
the Resurrection Catholic Church
troop and a Christmas party. 

While participating in Girl
Scouts is a lot of fun, we also stress
the importance of giving of our time,
talents and treasures.  We are
collecting soda can tabs for the
Ronald McDonald House, donating
goods to the St. Vincent de Paul food
pantry and we will buy Angel gifts
for our Christmas trees in the church
lobby.  

We also stress our Catholic faith.
Several of our girls were able to
process in the Marian Procession on
October 5 with the entire Parish. 

Girl Scouts build life-long skills,
friendships and values. For more
information about Girl Scouts,
contact Deidre Hicks at 629-2796 or
dandkhicks @yahoo.com. 

Cub Scouts
Scott Lutheran, Cubmaster

Christ the King’s Pack 5 is one of
the oldest cub scout packs in the
Northeast Florida area, established in
1957. We meet Monday evenings at
6:30 p.m. and have fun, work together,
learn new skills, make new friends, and
hopefully have fond memories to last a
lifetime. Our activities include hiking,
camping, archery, singing songs, doing
cheers, earning belt loops and pins, a
pinewood derby race, roasting
marshmallows on the campfire, and so
much more. If it weren’t for cub scouts,
you would never do all these wonderful
things. I look back on my first two years
in cub scouts, and I am amazed at all we
have done. I am very proud to be the
leader of this fine organization.

Girl Scout Calendar

December 6 - Resurrection School troop is having a Christmas event for all troops in our service unit.  Details to be

determined. 

December 7 - All scouts, Service Unit Ice Skating get-together 2:00-4:00 p.m.

December 8 - Meeting, 10:30 a.m, ASC building. 

December 15 - Brownie meeting cancelled because of Winter Wonderland event at Christ the King school on the

14th.  (I’m sure we’ll all be tired!)

December 21 - All scouts, Christmas party - Location TBD.  We will decorate cookies, make ornaments, and do an

inexpensive gift exchange. Also, a potluck. Would anyone like to host it at their home? 

FYI – The service unit Christmas Caroling event is on December 14, the same day as CTK Winter Wonderland, so

we will not be participating.  If anyone else wants to try to arrange a caroling trip somewhere, please feel free.
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by Deidre Hicks

There was a great turnout for the school Halloween Party on Saturday,
October 19. Kids and families came to the elementary school building to
enjoy trick or treating, a costume contest, games, food and a super-scary
Haunted House. 

Many thanks to the wonderful volunteers of the Christ the King Youth
Ministry, who once again managed the Haunted House. They decorated a
portion of the gym and really got into their ghostly roles. Many people
came out screaming and scared out of their wits. My eight-year-old was
terrified. It was not for the weak at heart.  A special thanks to Ethan Yates
for leading this endeavor.

The Family/School Association didn’t know how many people to
expect, so there had to be a few pizza runs.  Thanks for everyone’s
patience and understanding. 

by Stephanie Chinault

To celebrate the Year of Faith, Christ the King School, accompanied by

St. Paul’s Riverside School, went on a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our

Lady of La Leche in St. Augustine, Florida, on the feast day of Our Lady

of the Rosary, Monday, October 7. Bishop Estevez celebrated Mass under

the tree canopy at the rustic altar where the first Mass was purported to be

celebrated in 1565 in what was to become the Diocese of St. Augustine.

Thank you to all of our parents who volunteered as well as the staff at the

Shrine and the Cathedral. It was a memorable day!

St. Augustine Pilgrimage

Halloween Party 2013
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Christ the King School: Invasion of the iPads

by Stephanie Chinault

The proceeds of three Country Stores and
one car raffle have afforded our school the
opportunity to provide iPads on a one-to-one
basis for middle school students and for a class
set for fourth and fifth grade. Today students
take tests, use a calendar and email assignments,
all from this device. It has quickly changed the
way teachers present curriculum and the way
students assimilate it. Those volunteer hours
working the Country Store or selling raffle
tickets have paid off in a big way.

Equipped with a tool to create,
conduct research and facilitate
collaboration, students use their iPads
each day. In Language Arts, middle
school students answer writing prompts
on their tablets, and they receive instant
feedback from an interactive writing
program. Then, they revise their essay
and resubmit it. The technology speeds
up the feedback process allowing
students to benefit immediately.
Similarly, in science students use their
tablets to record data whether
photographic or longitudinally on graphs.
All students can instantly research a topic
– no longer sharing five computers for a

class of twenty-five. In Spanish, students have
created travel postcards from Spanish-speaking
countries. The iPad allows them to drop in a
photo of a tourist destination, write a narrative
in Spanish and even use a recording by a native
Spanish speaker. Fourth and Fifth grades no
longer have lines of students waiting to take
Accelerated Reader or Math tests. Now each
student can simultaneously access his needed
assignment. In Social Studies, fifth graders are
taking interactive practice quizzes showing the
shape of each of the fifty states, the capital cities
and the postal abbreviations. The speed of this

device and the individual access to it provides
students multiple interactions with up-to-date
information. This promotes successful retention. 

Even our kindergarteners are using iPads in
one of their centers to help them learn correct
number and letter formation. The teacher
provides positive affirmation by displaying the
video feed from her iPad onto the classroom’s
whiteboard. As each group of students complete
a project, the teacher comes by and records their
accomplishment from which the rest of the class
benefits.

This new technology is expensive.
Eventually, we will purchase additional subject
textbooks to load on student iPads. The
indestructible cases we purchased have proven
not to protect the glass screens from all the
damage a typical middle school student can dish
out, and our wireless access needs to be
constantly monitored and magnified.
Nevertheless, iPads are most definitely worth
the costs. Not only will our graduates be better
prepared for Bishop Kenny High School, which
fully converted to iPad use this school year, but
our students are learning to manage and improve
their work using technology – something adults
do in real life. Thank you to all our volunteers
who sacrificed great time and energy to make
this a reality at Christ the King School.

Green Apple Day

by Stephanie Chinault

On September 28, Christ the King’s grounds were inhabited by
industrious volunteers. A national movement to provide service to
one’s community concerning the environment, the Green Apple
Day of Service brought out many of our school families and they
got their hands really dirty. We also received help from students
from the University of North Florida. On this one day, a
greenhouse was built, a garden tilled and weeded, a planter box
was built and outfitted for a screen enclosure for a butterfly
garden, a water collection system was built, and our one-mile
nature trail to Strawberry Creek was mulched. It was a great day.
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Trust - Hope -BelieveBlessing of the Pets
submitted by Emily Gonzalez

This past September our high school youth set out on a journey
through the Miracle of God in their lives and the lives of those who have
journeyed before them. The retreat was beautifully placed with many trees
all around casting shade in all the right places for our youth to just sit
and enjoy the presence of God in their lives. 

Below, some of the core members who helped facilitate the retreat
have written about their experience with the retreat and how it affected
them in their lives. 

I attended regular core planning
meetings prior to the retreat as well
as planned, rehearsed skits and
prepared a talk to present to the
youth. On retreat I served as a small
group and cabin leader. 

I was expecting amazing things
upon going since so much hard work
was put into it! And God never
disappoints! The retreat was a
complete success and the Holy Spirit
couldn’t have been more present!

I received the joy of watching hearts change before my eyes and
being a part of exposing Christ and His love to many youth!

Kelsey Jo

My primary role on this retreat
was a singer in the Praise and
Worship band. I also served as a small
group leader and facilitated great
discussions with our youth about
Jesus Christ and how we can glorify
him and serve him daily. I was a
member of the retreat planning
committee: organizing talks and
sharings, small groups, as well as core
member responsibilities. 

No retreat is ever the same. In
some fashion my family and I have
been a part of the Christ the King youth ministry since 1998, as a teen, a
parent, and with me as an adult. It’s easy to plan and enter retreats with
great expectations, but you never know how the Holy Spirit works. Each
moment is embraced by someone: a youth, a band member, a core
member or even a parent. God works and speak in mysterious ways. 

“When you make plans, life happens and God laughs!” 

Catherine Bekkedal

Hello everyone, I am a core member
for our youth group at Christ the King.
I helped with minor preparations for the
retreat. I also helped play roles in short
skits and was a small group leader. 

Our last retreat had too many
amazing memories, and exceeded all
expectations. I am blessed to be part of
this youth group. I want to say thank
you Christ the King parish for all your
prayers.

David Wallace 

I am a core member in the youth
ministry. I worked with the rest of the
core team and the youth ministers, John
and Wendi, on skits and talks and the
general planning. 

This retreat was everything I
expected and more. We made some
changes and got good feedback from
the teens!! The “Miracles” themed
retreat turned out to be one of my
favorites. 

The Holy Spirit gave us all the
energy and ability to help lead the teens to grow their relationships with
Christ!! I’m already looking forward to the next one this February.

Ashley Anderson



Page 32 Christ the King Courier November 2013

Parish Children Participate
by Lucille Guzzone

For many days rain threatened to dampen our anticipated Rosary procession. However, the day began with relatively clear skies, and parishioners
and priests breathed a sigh of relief. However, it was certain that from well attended processions in the past, the people would still come in large
numbers to honor Our Lady. This year, not only the adults marched, but children were very well represented.

Of course, the Vietnamese dancers, adorned in beautiful red dresses, presented a lovely picture in the backdrop of a gray sky. In uniform also were
the Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and American Heritage Girls. A group of small children carried a large rosary and placed it in the hands of the statue of
Mary as they entered the church. 

Members of the Confirmandi were honored to carry the statue of Mary and the picture of Mary, as well. The  young altar servers did their part at
the Mass. 

After the procession and the Mass, the children were delighted to be treated to a lovely brunch in the hall. Of course, with voracious appetites of
growing little ones, the repast was well attended and appreciated.

Saturday is usually the day for soccer and baseball games, but for these children this particular day was for something more special. They were
not under a mandate to be present, but noting the number of them who participated, it is obvious that the hearts of our children are in the right place. 

Rosary Procession 


