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On Saturday, December 14, Christ the King hosted its first Winter Wonderland.  And although Mother Nature made it a

wet Winter Wonderland, many people came to take part in the many festive activities. 

There was ice-less ice skating in the gym, which was the biggest hit. Many first timers and seasoned skaters took to the

‘ice’ and had a great time.  In addition to skating, Santa was in the gym for pictures.  

Other activities included a train with Santa that drove around the perimeter of the parking lot.  Passengers had fun rocking

to the music and talking to Santa.  The rain didn’t dampen their enthusiasm.  

There were several game booths with Christmas themed activities.  Another big hit was the blown snow on the ball field.

Even though the balmy temperatures weren’t ideal, snow balls were aplenty.   Inflatable slides and obstacle courses added

to the fun.  

A gingerbread house contest showcased talent from school classes, families and ministries.  There were Harry Potter,

Christ the King campus and Lego designs and a replica of the Grotto.  It was a great creative effort by all. 

This was a large endeavor that took many volunteers, including the Knights of Columbus, school staff, parents and

students.  And a donation from the parish for the inflatable attractions was extremely helpful.  Thanks to everyone who

helped in any way, especially for braving the rain to come anyway. 

We would like to repeat the event this year and make it bigger and better. We heard a lot of positive feedback and

suggestions.  Help us pray for better weather next time!
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forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
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For the past few months I have had
the opportunity to reflect upon my
seventeen-year-journey with you. For
the first five of those seventeen years, I
was your parochial vicar. …I fondly
remember that from the beginning I was
welcomed, even though hard as I tried, I
could not remember all your names; you
forgave me all my mistakes and I thank
you. Then during the last twelve years
that I have been your pastor you have
supported me. I still vividly remember
that Saturday on Mother’s Day weekend
in 2001…when Bishop Snyder called
me to the rectory of the Cathedral and
told me, “I have no choice. You have no
choice. You are it. You are the
Administrator of Christ the King.”

That was how I received my
appointment to be your spiritual leader.
As I knelt down for our Bishop’s
blessing, I wondered how this could be.
I was strengthened and I am still deeply humbled and honored. And now
twelve years later as I reflect on our time together I see how we have
struggled; we have certainly had our ups and downs but through it all we
always went through it together. Through it all you have kept me
humbled. I am very grateful for your help and your cooperation. Thank
you.

You may ask, “Where do you find joy in your life?” My answer is
simple. I find my joy in celebration…in sharing with you the Word of Life
and the Bread of Life. There is joy in my heart when I witness the love
you share in marriage; in pouring saving waters on the heads of your little
ones. My joy is in conveying to you God’s own forgiveness and in praying
with you as you prepare to meet our Lord and Savior. Like Jesus, I always
tried to deal gently with you, because, like you, I too am subject to
weakness.

To me, each of you is precious, a child of God, and an image of Jesus.
In my daily prayers, I remember, especially, those of you who are
struggling; so many of you who are discouraged; and many of you who
have experienced tragedy. I try to love you as Jesus does. I say ‘try’
because there are times I fail, but believe me, I never stop trying. For my
trust is not in myself, in my naked humanness; my trust is in the Holy
Spirit who orchestrated my ordination. My trust is in the Spirit whose gifts
that St. Paul assures me, are “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control,” (Galatians 5:22-23).

It has been such an honor to lead Christ the King Parish…a wonderful
faith community. I’ve learned so much from all of you: from your high
level of participation in the many ministries here, some of which have
received high recognition at the Diocesan level … to the excellent work
at Christ the King School; a school which has attained national
recognition by earning the “National Blue Ribbon Award”…and to the
outstanding work at Christ the King’s Childcare Center which has
achieved consecutive assessments that earned them “The Guiding Stars 5-
Stars Award” twice.

This parish has a strong sense of community. It is obvious in the
number of parish ministries, activities and stewardship. There is a strong
connection between the church, school and center. Your positive regard
for the poor and the needy and for each other is awe inspiring. It was a
privilege to be a part of it all.

In addition, I have also had the privilege to serve the Vietnamese
Community in this parish. What a blessing this is for me personally. This
ministry has given me the opportunity to stay connected with my own
tradition and culture as a Vietnamese while at the same time allowing me

to help my fellow Vietnamese to adjust to
their life here in this new land.

I cherish my personal relationships
with each one of you.  Memories…I have
a computer file full of memorable stories.
Off the top of my head, I can name many
stories of my Christ the King Family.
Dinners with the bishop, priests,
seminarians. Lunches with the finance
council and staff (rectory, school and
daycare). Meetings, lunches and dinners
with ministries and parishioners such as
RCIA, Kings & Queens, Widow and
Widowers, CKCCW, Knights of
Columbus, Christ the King Courier,
MOMS Ministry, Halloween parties, St.
Vincent DePaul, Ministry of Hope. And
the dinners and special events with
parishioners who invited me into their
homes.

I will always remember our annual
ministry dinners which included many

skits (such as Father Joe, and me in cowboy hats or my ride in a wheel
barrow, and the CTK Choir and the children’s choir performing silly
songs). There were many wonderful and delicious delicacies at Epiphany
Dinners, the Christmas plays and dinners at the school. Vietnamese events
such as the New Year Vietnamese celebrations with the dragon and fire
crackers, their staff lunches and dinner. I will never forget our Rosary
processions with our prayer said in many languages, the school carnivals
with their dunking booth, and the Youth celebrations and Camp Cherry
Lake…mud slides. 

Memories…stories of our lives together for seventeen years. All these
beautiful stories I will take with me wherever I go. To those of you who
shared in the Courier your special memories of our time together I thank
you.  What a pleasant surprise! Your sharing deeply touched my heart. 

I’ve found my whole experience here at Christ the King to be both
challenging and rewarding. It has led me to realize how the hand of God
has guided me in my journey. It is this realization that reminded me that I
must rely on God’s grace and not on my own strength. I must never forget
that this is God’s ministry, not mine. As a result of these lessons, I have
grown tremendously in my priesthood.

In the silence of my heart, I express my deepest gratitude to God for
His gift to me…the gift of priesthood. Your support has been invaluable
and I thank all of you for being a part of my priestly journey. I ask you to
forgive me for the times I did not fulfill my role as ‘other Christ’; whether
it was in my duties, in preaching the Gospel, presiding over the
sacraments or when shepherding our community or in teaching your
children. Please continue to pray for me so my heart will be filled with
Jesus’ love. 

As you know, I have been called to a new post, St. Joseph’s Catholic
Church in Mandarin. I will take with me all that you have so generously
taught me and I will use it to the best of my ability. Leaving here is not
easy. I will miss all of you. As I prepare to move on in my priestly journey,
please pray that God will continue to help me to grow more and more
compassionate in my commitment to love as Jesus loved and that God
will always deepen the sense of Jesus’ mission in me so I, like Jesus, will
always ‘come not to be served but to serve and to give His life so that
others might have life, God’s life, and have it in overflowing fullness’
(Matthew 20:28).  I ask you to also pray that God will stir up and
strengthen the gifts of His grace in me, and that I will always be open to
that grace, which alone lies in His hope; His joy.
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Letters

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier

certain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the

Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct

quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,

if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not

capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Saying “Thank You”

They are just two small words but they carry a tremendous impact.
The smallest gesture deserves a “Thank You.” 

The list was way too long to individually name each person who
helped with the Country Store on the first of November. I want to
acknowledge all those parishioners, parents, teachers and students who
worked for one hour, two hours…how many hours. This last sale was
even more successful, because of all those who donated their time.  Each
minute they gave was important. I am looking forward to working with
everyone again for the sale in the spring—-from set up to tear down. 

Check in with Charm at the Religious Article Shop or in the St.
Mary’s room as soon as you can commit to working the Country Store in
April.

Charm I. Saults

Editor’s 

Corner
New Beginnings

A few weeks ago Father Amar
asked me, “What is the theme for
the Courier for this issue?”  He
rolled his eyes and laughed when I
said that I wasn’t sure yet, but that
I had a few ideas.  I should have
been listening more closely-to the
doors closing and the windows
opening-all at the same time. So
here’s the theme-New Beginnings.
Who ever would have dreamed
how many doors and windows
would be on the move all at the
same time here at Christ the King!
We are well aware of current
changes in our parish and we are
getting ready to deal. All of the
parishes in the diocese are working
their censuses and creating their
five-year plans as required by our
bishop. We knew that our pastor
would be moving on. That is the
pattern of things in a Catholic
diocese. But all three priests at one
time?!!! Look at the adventures
that are launching for Father Thanh
at St. Joseph’s, Father Amar as
pastor of his own parish and for
Father Pawel in the Czech
Republic. Wow!!!  All that remains
for us is to wish our wonderful
priests great good luck and joy in
their new endeavors—-AND to
wish Father James Boddie a hearty,
“Welcome to Christ the King.”

Among the New Beginnings
for the Courier we must count new
events and first-time writers for the
paper. Sue D’Orazio, our parish
nurse, wrote about prayer and
meditation and their effects on our
physical as well as spiritual health.
Han Mai wrote for the Vietnamese
community about the Tet
celebrations. And the Winter
Wonderland was a whole new
activity sponsored by the school. In
spite of drizzly clammy weather,
participation was good and
everybody had a great time. This is
surely an activity that will become

a classic. Paul Ghiotto tells us of
another new beginning going back
to 1966 at Christ the King-a parish
newspaper with news and pictures
of people we knew when? Brings
back the fragrance of the
mimeograph machine and makes
one praise the computers we use
today.

On the eve of Father Thanh’s
departure, the children of the parish
wrote letters and poems of
appreciation. They are not only
heartfelt, but sometimes humorous
and very creative. Some of these
and their accompanying artwork
are included in this issue. Also we
have additional Father Thanh
remembrances.  Enjoy them all. 

Finally, on the back page we
have a brief article and pictures
from Frank Becht and  Nick Klepac
telling of the Clergy Appreciation
evening held by the Knights of
Columbus recently. It was
especially well attended and
enjoyed by all the participants—-
Knights membership, priests,
deacons, and women religious.
There is a special importance in
this event in my eyes.  I recently
read an article in a Catholic
magazine about supporting our
young clergy. I finished the article
and realized that I had read about
all the difficulties the religious face
in today’s society—-but absolutely
nothing new for me to do in this
regard. Perhaps, our Christ the
King/Resurrection Knights of
Columbus has taken an important
step—-saying THANK YOU to our
priests, deacons, and religious
women who help us to make our
lives more pleasing to our God. 

EPS

Babies Saved - 7
in January 

Dear Father Thanh,
Thank you for all the teachings of God/Jesus/gospel/Mary. For caring

for us, blessing us, and doing confession. Thank you for working at our
school. We really appreciate it. THANK YOU. 
Sincerely, your friend, 
Laila

Dear Father Thanh, Fr. Pawel, Fr. Amar,
Merry Christmas. Thank you for Wednesday Mass, teaching us the

Angelus, caring about us, and confession.  
Love,
4th Grader

Dear Father Pawel,
Thank you for doing Wed. Mass, Blessing us, Being an amazing

Priest, and Caring for us. You have been doing an amazing job. Keep up
the good work! Merry Christmas! Happy Birthday, Jesus. 
Love, 
Phoebe

Dear Father Pawel, 
Thank you, Father Pawel, for everything! Thank you for doing our

Mass. You come around the school sometimes. You do our sacraments.
You shake our hands after Mass. Merry Christmas, Happy Birthday to
Jesus. 
Love, 

Emmie

Dear Father Amar, 
Hope you have a Merry Christmas. Thank you for saying Mass and

blessing us. You teach us very well. I love your homily because it teaches
me something. Have a Merry Christmas. 
From,

Gavin

Dear Father Amar, 
Thank you for caring and blessing us. Thank you for teaching us about

Jesus. Thank you for celebrating Mass with us. Most of all thank you for
being there for us. Merry Christmas.
From, 

Malia

Dear Father Amar, 
Thank you for everything you have done for me. You are an amazing

priest. Thank you for visiting me at the hospital! I hope you stay at our
church.  
Elizabeth
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by Yolanda Cerqueira

Within our lifetimes most of us have
lived under the reign of several popes.
Each one has had a distinct way of
leaving their mark on us, but no one has
left their mark more quickly than
Francis, our present pope. From the
moment he first stepped out on the
balcony of the Vatican and said, “Pray
for me,”  he has captured the hearts of
not only Catholics but people of faith all
over the world.

Pope Francis is a peacemaker and a
lover of people, especially the poor. His
choice of name alone tells you
something about this man. He is the first
pope to take the name of Francis for
Saint Francis of Assisi, who was the
patron saint of the poor.

What makes this man so different
that he instantly attracted worldwide attention? Many non-Catholics and
even some Catholics thought this is the pope who would be changing the
church’s stance on abortion, gay marriage, or female priests. Well, think
again, because that is not going to happen. Pope Francis is very much
aware of these troublesome problems; but it is his approach to these
problems that is making the difference. 

In the church’s hierarchy of truths, mercy is paramount,
proportion is necessary, and what counts is inviting the faithful in. 

While our former pope, Benedict XV1, was more of a doctrinaire,
Pope Francis’ mission is pastoral. The pope sees a hurting world out there
and he is reaching out to embrace the poor, the spiritually sick, and the
lonely.

I prefer a church which is bruised, hurting, and dirty because it
has been out on the streets, rather than a church which is unhealthy
from being confined and from clinging to its own security.

He wants all of us, the clergy and the lay people to possibly rethink
our attitudes toward those who are “different” from ourselves. Pope
Francis does not want just talk, but actual change, and that reaches into
the Vatican itself. 

According to Time Magazine he recently appointed Archbishop
Konrad Krawjewski director to a formerly little known bureau called the

Vatican Almoner.  He told the archbishop
to make this bureau the Vatican’s new front
porch! 

Francis is committed to his mission of
helping the poor. It has been said but not
confirmed that Francis himself sometimes
disguises himself and goes out and gives
alms to the poor. Whether this is true or
not, we do know that he told Archbishop
Konrad —-

You need to get out of the Vatican.
Don’t wait for people to come ringing
the bell. You need to go out and look for
the poor. 

Not everything that the Pope says is
received favorably by Catholics and non-
Catholics worldwide. His recent
exhortation The Joy of the Gospel is a
recent example and it’s really because of
his comments about the growing economic
inequality in many countries in the world.

To attack capitalism is heresy to some; but we must understand that the
pope is not an American. He grew up in Argentina and his world views are
different than ours. Pope Francis is a religious figure; he is not a
politician. His concern is his flock, particularly his flock that does not
make a decent wage, the homeless, the abandoned people. He believes
that we cannot leave the poor “without possibility.” When you take that
away, despair can easily set in.  The pope is a transformer —-a
transformer of human hearts.

But that was not his only message in his exhortation, Pope Francis is
calling us to know “the joy of the gospel” and to really experience an
encounter with Jesus. In a few short weeks we will be entering the Lenten
season. We all need cleansing as we are sinners. Again the words of our
new pope may give us some surprising insights as to how we view
ourselves. His theme is taken from Joel 2:13.

And rend your hearts, and not your garments, and turn to the
Lord your God: for he is gracious and merciful, patient and rich in
mercy, and ready to repent of evil.

This writer urges you to read his entire Lenten message. Pope Francis’
theme of transforming our actions in the world through transforming our
hearts comes through loud and clear.

The People’s Pope

by Sue D’Orazio, Parish Nurse

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have
from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been purchased at a price. Therefore
glorify God in your body.” Corinthians  6:19 – 20

This new year may we strive for health, healing, and wholeness so that we can live life
more abundantly. God is our Great Physician. We need to begin this journey by deepening our
spirituality.

I recently read that prayer is “the soul’s breathing in of God.” The simple daily practice of
being silent and still raises our hearts and minds to God to experience the spirit of Jesus within
us. Jesus is our life, our strength, and our nourishment.

We pray in different ways, at different times, and according to how we feel—-at Mass and
in Eucharistic Adoration, with other sacraments, by reading and reflecting on scripture, daily
devotions, spiritual books, the rosary and journaling.

Daily meditation and prayer are better, cheaper, and safer than any medication for therapy.
This habit has well known beneficial effects on our physical, mental, and spiritual health. It
helps us to remain calm, peaceful, and alert, and to have a positive and optimistic outlook on
life. We become more sensitive and compassionate toward others.  Saint Paul said, “The fruit
of the spirit” is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, fidelity, gentleness, and self-
control.  Galatians  5:22

A reflection by John Main, teacher of the Christian tradition of meditation.
Life in the dimension of spirit is a mystery rooted in the joy of being. The wonderful

beauty of prayer is that the opening of our heart is as natural as the opening of a flower. To let
a flower open and bloom, is only necessary to let it be, so if we simply are, if we become and
remain still and silent, our heart cannot but be open;  the spirit cannot but pour through our
whole being. It is this that we have been created for. In contemplative prayer we seek to
become the person we are called to be, not by thinking of God, but by being with God. Simply
to be with God is to be drawn into being the person God calls us to be.
“Christ in you—-the hope of glory.”  Colossians

Soul Food
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by Robert Vergenz

How can we know that what the Catholic Church teaches is true and
truly from God? Ultimately, this is a question of faith. Yet faith is not
blind; it is assisted by reason. Jesus is God. He appointed 12 apostles to
act with his power and authority, and these apostles in turn appointed suc-
cessors, soon called bishops, so that the Church would never lack the
power and authority of God to teach, govern and sanctify the followers of
Jesus.

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION. The concept of apostolic succession
is in The Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraphs 74-90, 857-862,
813-816, 1209. The Catechism cites the Bible and early Church Fathers
copiously. One of the clearest, early, still surviving, written sources for
this teaching is St. Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons, France, AD 170-202. In

Against Heresies, Book III, chap-
ter 3, he wrote:

1. It is within the power of all,
therefore, in every Church, who
may wish to see the truth, to con-
template clearly the tradition of
the apostles manifested through-
out the whole world; and we are
in a position to reckon up those
who were by the apostles institut-
ed bishops in the Churches, and
the succession of these men to our
own times; those who neither
taught nor knew of anything like
what these [heretics] rave about...
For [the Apostles] were desirous
that these men should be very per-
fect and blameless in all things,
whom also they were leaving
behind as their successors, deliv-
ering up their own place of gov-
ernment to these men...

2. Since, however, it would be very tedious, in such a volume as this, to
reckon up the successions of all the Churches, we put to confusion all
those who... assemble in unauthorized meetings; by indicating that
tradition derived from the apostles, of the very great, the very ancient,
and universally known Church founded and organized at Rome by the
two most glorious apostles, Peter and Paul; as also the faith preached
to men, which comes down to our time by means of the successions
of the bishops. For it is a matter of necessity that every Church should
agree with this Church, on account of its pre-eminent authority, that is,
the faithful everywhere, inasmuch as the apostolical tradition has been
preserved continuously by those [faithful men] who exist everywhere.

3. The blessed apostles, then, having founded and built up the Church,
committed into the hands of Linus the office of the episcopate. Of this
Linus, Paul makes mention in the Epistles to Timothy. To him suc-
ceeded Anacletus; and after him, in the third place from the apostles,
Clement was allotted the bishopric. This man, as he had seen the
blessed apostles, and had been conversant with them, might be said to
have the preaching of the apostles still echoing [in his ears], and their
traditions before his eyes. Nor was he alone [in this], for there were
many still remaining who had received instructions from the apostles.
In the time of this Clement, no small dissension having occurred
among the brethren at Corinth, the Church in Rome dispatched a most
powerful letter to the Corinthians, exhorting them to peace, renewing
their faith, and declaring the tradition which it had lately received
from the apostles, ... From this document, whosoever chooses to do
so, may... also understand the apostolical tradition of the Church, since
this Epistle is of older date than [the] men who are now propagating
falsehood,... To this Clement there succeeded Evaristus. Alexander
followed Evaristus; then, sixth from the apostles, Sixtus was appoint-
ed; after him, Telesphorus, who was gloriously martyred; then
Hyginus; after him, Pius; then after him, Anicetus. Soter having suc-
ceeded Anicetus, Eleutherius does now, in the twelfth place from the
apostles, hold the inheritance of the episcopate. In this order, and by
this succession, the ecclesiastical tradition from the apostles, and the
preaching of the truth, have come down to us. And this is most abun-
dant proof that there is one and the same vivifying faith, which has
been preserved in the Church from the apostles until now, and handed
down in truth.

4. But Polycarp also was not only instructed by apostles, and conversed
with many who had seen Christ, but was also, by apostles in Asia,
appointed bishop of the Church in Smyrna, whom I also saw in my
early youth, for he tarried [on earth] a very long time, and, when a
very old man, gloriously and most nobly suffering martyrdom, depart-
ed this life, having always taught the things which he had learned from
the apostles, and which the Church has handed down, and which alone
are true. To these things all the Asiatic Churches testify, as do also
those men who have succeeded Polycarp down to the present time...

Irenaeus described the resulting oneness of the Church in Book I,
chapter 10 of the same work:

As I have already observed, the Church, having received this
preaching and this faith, although scattered throughout the whole
world, yet, as if occupying but one house, carefully preserves it. She
also believes these points just as if she had but one soul, and one and
the same heart, and she proclaims them, and teaches them, and hands
them down, with perfect harmony, as if she possessed only one mouth.
For, although the languages of the world are dissimilar, yet the import
of the tradition is one and the same. For the Churches which have been
planted in Germany do not believe or hand down anything different,
nor do those in Spain, nor those in Gaul, nor those in the East, nor
those in Egypt, nor those in Libya, nor those which have been estab-
lished in the central regions of the world.

Felipe Estevez, 10th Bishop of St. Augustine

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION OF BISHOP FELIPE ESTEVEZ.
To edify our faith, I did a Google search (see e.g., http://www.catholic-
hierarchy.org/bishop/bcicog.html) to apply this ancient and marvelous
teaching to our own beloved tenth Bishop of St. Augustine, Felipe
Estevez. On January 7, 2004, Felipe Estevez was ordained a bishop at the
Cathedral of St. Mary, Diocese of Miami, by Archbishop John Clement
Favalora of the Archdiocese of Miami. To safeguard a clear apostolic suc-
cession, each of the episcopal ordinations was assisted by at least two co-
consecrating bishops in addition to the primary consecrator. We list only
the primary celebrant for the sake of brevity. 

John Clement Favalora,
appointed ninth Bishop of
Alexandria, Louisiana, was
consecrated and installed as
bishop on July 29, 1986, at
St. Francis Xavier Cathedral,
Diocese of Alexandria,
Louisiana by Archbishop Pio
Laghi. Pio Laghi was
appointed Apostolic Delegate
to Jerusalem and Palestine,
and Titular Archbishop of
Mauriana, with episcopal
consecration on June 22,
1969, from Amleto Giovanni
Cicognani. Cicognani was
appointed Apostolic Delegate
to the United States and

Titular Archbishop of Laodicea, Phrygia; with episcopal consecration on
April 23, 1933, from Cardinal Raffaele Rossi. Rossi was appointed
Bishop of Volterra, Italy by Pope Benedict XV, receiving episcopal con-
secration on May 25, 1920, from Cardinal Gaetano De Lai, in the church
of Santa Teresa al Corso d’Italia. Gaetano de Lai was made a cardinal in
1907 by Pope Pius X. Lai was then a priest, and was ordained Titular
Bishop of Sabina on December 17, 1911, by Pope Pius X (Giuseppe
Melchiorre Sarto). 

Giuseppe Melchiorre Sarto was appointed bishop of Mantua by Leo
XIII, and consecrated November 16, 1884 in the church of
Sant’Apollinare alle Terme Neroniane-Alessandrine, Rome, by Lucido
Cardinal Parocchi. On August 4, 1903, Cardinal Sarto was elected to the
pontificate on the fifth vote of the conclave, with 50 votes for Sarto out of
62 total votes by the assembled cardinals. Sarto took as his papal name
Pius X. His coronation took place on the following Sunday, August 9,
1903.

Pius X was the 257th bishop of Rome, 256th successor of Peter the
Apostle. The succession of popes is listed in most Catholic Bibles, and
agrees with St. Irenaeus’ writings for the period he was able to give wit-
ness. Ultimately, apostolic succession is about a historical succession and
network of public witnesses to the one true faith. No other religious faith
even attempts such a public witness. Still, our faith in the verity of apos-
tolic succession ultimately rests in God’s power and his promises, not
merely in the witness of history.

Apostolic Succession 

From St. Peter To Bishop Felipe Estevez
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By Frank Becht, PGK

Pope Francis met with the Knights of Columbus Board of Directors and their wives on October 20, 2013 in the Vatican and thanked the Order for
their “unfailing support” of the Catholic Church. You’ve heard the phrase that the Knights are the “greatest defender of the Church.” How great it was
to have this come from Pope Francis. Our founder, Venerable Michael McGivney, founded the Knights of Columbus based on the principles  of charity,
unity and patriotism. 

Pope Francis expressed great gratitude for a donation of $1.6 million which represented the annual proceeds from the order’s Vicarius Christi

Fund, which was established in 1981 to support the Pope’s personal charities and causes.
In addition, Pope Francis expressed great gratitude for support of the manly virtues of quiet strength, integrity and fidelity which the Knights of

Columbus is committed to preserving, cultivating and passing on to future generations of Catholic men.
For the first time in the 131-year history of the Knights of Columbus, they were asked by the Vatican to participate in a special event. We had the

great honor of carrying the statue of “Our Lady of Fatima” throughout St. Peter’s Square and then it was presented to the Holy Father on the altar.
Our fellow Knight, Dennis Stoddard, PGK, PSD, and Director, and wife Linda, are clearly visible in the following photos. 

Pope Meets With Knights Of Columbus

by Lucille Guzzone

Christ the King Parish is a church of community and unity.
However, differences abound in our members especially in the area
of ancestral nationality and birth origin. This was especially evident
here during the month of January, at its beginning and at its end. 

During our annual Epiphany celebration early in the month, the
readers at the eleven o’clock Mass rendered Scripture in many
tongues. The Bible verses were spoken in Spanish and Arabic; the
Prayers of the Faithful in  Italian, French, German, Vietnamese,
Creole, African and Tagalog.  Each reader proudly proclaimed the
Word in a language which was a reflection of his or her personal life
and background.

At the end of the month, at one of Father Thanh’s last Masses as
pastor, one could not help but notice that the four priests on the altar
were born in foreign countries: Poland, India, Italy and Vietnam.
And although they spoke in English, the accents of their native
tongues were evident in various degrees. 

Our Faith is truly a universal one, catholic with a small “c.” It is
practiced by peoples in almost every country all over the world. It is
truly a gift that we all share. 

And there are many ways to say, “Grazie a Dio.”

A Parish of Many Languages
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by Bob Vergenz

This article continues a family history of the early Church from the
August 2013 edition of the Courier. This time, the style is more personal,
in the form of letters, or prayers, to our brothers and sisters in Christ.

February 22, Aristion. My brother in Christ, Aristion, you were
among the first disciples attracted to Jesus, one of the original 72 sent out
by Jesus after the twelve apostles returned from their first mission. Later
you preached the Gospel on the island of Cyprus, and were martyred for
your faith, probably in the ancient city of Salamis (on the modern
Famagusta Bay, east coast of Cyprus). Teach me to have courage in my
convictions, to follow Jesus beyond my comfort zone, to go where he
sends me: at work, with family, and in the wider world.

February 22, Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis, lived c. 70-155 AD.
(Ancient Hierapolis is 15-20 miles north of modern Denizli, Turkey.)
Dear Papias, I am confessing to a little envy that you lived so close to the
times of the apostles, even hearing the preaching of the Apostle John.
Thank you for your clear thinking about the truth, and how to know it.
You directed us to the Apostles:

I will not hesitate to add also for you to my interpretations
what I formerly learned with care from the Presbyters and have
carefully stored in memory, giving assurance of its truth. For I did
not take pleasure as the many do in those who speak much, but in
those who teach what is true, nor in those who relate foreign pre-
cepts, but in those who relate the precepts which were given by the
Lord to the faith and came down from the Truth itself. And also if
any follower of the Presbyters happened to come, I would inquire
for the sayings of the Presbyters, what Andrew said, or what Peter
said, or what Philip or what Thomas or James or what John or
Matthew or any other of the Lord’s disciples, and for the things
which other of the Lord’s disciples, and for the things which
Aristion and the Presbyter John, the disciples of the Lord, were
saying. For I considered that I should not get so much advantage
from matter in books as from the voice which yet lives and
remains. (Michael William Holmes, The Apostolic Fathers in
English, page 309 (Baker Academic, 2006). ISBN 0-8010-3108-
7.)

and
And this the Presbyter used to say [this is in the plural implying
John the Apostle would employ this argument multiple times in
defense of Mark’s Gospel]: “Mark, being the recorder of Peter,
wrote accurately but not in order whatever he [Peter] remembered
of the things either said or done by the Lord; for he [Mark] had
neither heard the Lord nor followed him, but later, as I said, Peter,
who used to make teachings according to the cheias, [a special
kind of anecdote] but not making as it were a systematic compo-
sition of the Lord’s sayings; so that Mark did not err at all when
he wrote certain things just as he had recalled [them]. For he had
but one intention, not to leave out anything he had heard, nor to
falsify anything in them”(Eusebius, Church History, Book 3,
Chapter 39.15-16).
Thank you for your faithfulness to the truth. Most of all, thank you for

your example of caring for your flock, teaching them that God’s Word is
to be done, not merely known. 

February 23, Polycarp, Bishop of
Smyrna (d. 155 AD). (Smyrna is modern
Izmir, Turkey.) Dear Polycarp, we are told
that you were ordained by John the Apostle!
And yet, you showed yourself up to the
responsibility by calmly offering yourself up
as a martyr, neither seeking it, nor running.
You endured intense torture as the Roman
officials pleaded with you to avoid death by
quietly offering incense to the Roman gods.
You were loved by your own, though hated by
many Romans as arrogant. Many could not
hate you, and were converted to Christ. Teach
me to love Christ as you did, and to be such an
eloquent witness to him.

March 7, Perpetua and Felicity (d. 203
AD). Dear Vibia Perpetua, wellborn and 22 years of age, you chose to
become a Christian, even though it was illegal and your teacher, Saturus,
had already been arrested. And you were nursing your young baby! Your
father was angry at your intransigence and beat you. When you were
arrested, it was with the slave girl Felicity, and several other catechumens.
And Felicity, your bravery too is astonishing. Knowing the great risks in
the hostile city of Carthage, Roman North Africa, you also became a
Christian, while eight months pregnant! At the feast before your execu-
tions, the crowd jeered, and you led your companions in laughing at the

crowd for the
unreasonableness
of pagan worship.
Placed in the
a m p h i t h e a t r e
with starved wild
animals, the
beasts would not
attack you! The
Romans were
forced to chop off
your heads with
swords. I stand in
awe at the leader-
ship you two
exhibited! Please pray that I will be courageous when I have opportuni-
ties to share the reasons for our faith in Christ.

March 19, Joseph, Husband of Mary. My dear Joseph, I just
received letters from my son and future daughter-in-law, thanking Mitzi
and me for our example of faithful, loving marriage and family life in a
society which does not value these. In turn, I thank the wonderful couples
of our Arlington Marriage Encounter circle over the years, who have been
not only faithful examples, but tangible rock-like support in the times of
greatest struggle in our marriage. Our ultimate Rock has been Jesus, your
foster Son, and his vicar, the Apostle Peter. Because Jesus is our center, it
is not surprising we know so little about you from the Bible and Church
teachings. We know you labored hard as a carpenter and builder, and
taught your son the trade. In spite of that and your royal lineage as a “Son
of David,” you were poor. You were a man of zealous faith, obedient to
the Law of God, walking almost 90 miles each way with your family to
Jerusalem and back for the thrice-annual high holy days. You bravely
went wherever your God-inspired dreams led you: a cave in Bethlehem,
refuge in Egypt, a carpenter shop in Nazareth. With your Son, you prob-
ably built yokes and ploughs, and helped rebuild the ancient city of
Sepphoris, destroyed by the Romans in 4 BC and only a few miles from
Nazareth. You loved, cared for and protected your family with great com-
passion, seeing it through until your part in God’s plan was complete
when you died. When Jesus was an adult, you were still remembered: he
was called “son of Joseph.” We are taught that Mary was perpetually vir-
gin, and you accepted her knowing this. I am humbled when I recall my
immature reaction to the challenges of chaste living. In a society which
encourages selfishness and lust, you teach me selfless love and chastity.
You live with me still, as patron of families and of workers, praying with
me, loving and encouraging me. Thank you for who you are. I praise and
thank our God, your foster Son, for the gift of you.

Celebrating The Lessons Of Our Early Church Family #2:
February 22 - March 22

Lenten Mission
Father Gus Augustine, MSFS,

(the director of the order to which
Father Amar belongs) will lead our

parish mission beginning March 29/30
through April 3. He will speak at all the
weekend Masses and then daily he will

speak at morning Mass and again in the
evenings of March 31, April 1, April 2—-

Penance Service, and April 3.
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by Frank Becht

Executive Director

Emergency Pregnancy Services has undergone a number of staff
changes in the past year. Several months ago, Executive Director Suzanne
Crittenden resigned to care for her failing mother.

After a long search, Cathleen McCarroll was selected as the Executive
Director of Emergency Pregnancy Services and introduced to the
Community at a Christmas Open House at the executive office at 1637
King St, Jacksonville. Attendees were asked to come with a present for a
Matching Fund Challenge on Thursday December 12, at 11:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. 

All who attended had an opportunity to meet Cathleen McCarroll,
new staff members, and several members of the Board of Directors. In
addition, we had an opportunity to visit the entire office, which has been
maintained in excellent condition since the days of 2004 when the old
home was remodeled by the Arlington Knights of Columbus and others.

Cathleen’s parents are Peter McCarroll and Theresa Collins McCarroll
who originally lived in New York but moved to Washington, D.C., where
her father went to work for the Health and Human Services for the US
Postal Service. Her mother worked for the Labor and Delivery Service of
the Naval Hospital. She has one older sister who lives in Orange Park,
Florida, and one younger brother in New York. 

Cathleen was married in June 2012 in Palm Coast, Florida. Her
husband is the Medical Recruiter for Maxim Health Service in Orange
Park, Florida. Cathleen was first employed by The American Cancer
Society in Tallahassee after graduating from Florida State University.
Most recently she was employed by The Ronald Mc Donald House in
Jacksonville as Marketing Manager.

She first heard of the open position at EPS from a good friend
suggesting she might be interested. She rejected the idea at first but
received some information from her friend and immediately changed her
mind. Upon asking her why she changed her mind her response was, “It
was all in God’s plan.” 

Crisis Centers

The first EPS crisis pregnancy center located at 1555 Oak Street had
become so deteriorated that they had to move to a new location. Since
they are closely aligned to St. Vincent Medical Center, St. Vincent
provided a two-story dwelling at 1637 King Street which was remodeled
with the help of several organizations, including the Arlington Knights of
Columbus, Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council 4727. This has served as
the headquarters since June 2004.

In August 2007, the Orange Park center located at 2300 Park Avenue,
Suite 204, was opened and is in operation on a full-time basis.

In August 2008, EPS purchased an office building located at 6903
Merrill Road, which was completely remodeled and serves as the
Arlington crisis center. Again, Knights of Council 4727 was the major
restorer of the Arlington location.

EPS Staff

Unfortunately, not all members were able to attend the staff meeting;
Megan Gawry was unable to attend because of pregnancy problems and
Gloria Stelma had to fill in.

Kayln Kessell: Sonographer/Counselor works primarily in the Riverside

office and has been on staff for about 4 months.

Kiersten McGuinness: Sonographer/Counselor works primarily in the

Orange Park office and has been a staff member for 4 years.

Jessica Thomas: Office Manager/Counselor manages the Riverside office

and has been a staff member for 8 years.

Cathleen McCarroll: Executive Director, known as Cat, is the newest

member of the staff and comes to EPS with a background in nonprofit.

She has worked for the American Cancer Society and Ronald

McDonald House Charities and looks forward to bringing her skills

and experience to EPS.

Andrea Thompson: Receptionist alternates between the Arlington and

Riverside locations and has been on staff for 3 years.

Gloria Stelma (not pictured): Counselor works primarily in the Riverside

office and is the most experienced staff member, having worked for

EPS for 18 years.

Megan Gawry (not pictured): Sonographer/Counselor, works in the

Arlington office and has been a staff member for 2 years.

Mission Statement

Empowering women to make fact-based decisions about their
pregnancies without judgment or pressure.

EPS is a local pro-life crisis pregnancy center, where a woman can
find someone who understands her feelings, knows the available
resources, respects her situation and has love and compassion for her life
and the life of her baby.

EPS Goals 

EPS has some exciting goals for 2014, one of which is improving our
Growing Parenting Skills (GPS) program to better identify the needs of
our participants and help them reach their goals. The GPS program is
designed to help pregnant women, who choose life for their child,
evaluate their current situation and their ability to improve their situation,
for the benefit of both the mother and child. Some examples include
continuing education, enrolling in a career training program, securing safe
housing and pursuing their dreams for the future. In 2014 EPS will be
dedicating significant amount of time to improving this program with the
goal of saving lives and securing their future.

EPS will also be working to better engage with the community to
spread the word about the services that they provide. The reason for this
is two-fold. First, we hope that by better educating the community as a
whole about their programs and services they will secure more volunteers
and increased participation in their diaper drives. Another reason is that
by raising the profile and visibility of EPS, they believe that more women
facing a crisis pregnancy will find their way to an EPS office where they
will receive compassion, education and options. Lastly, in 2014 they will
continue to strive to provide unparalleled care and compassion to the
women they serve.

EPS 2013 REPORT

In 2013, EPS was able to serve thousands of women in crisis and
secure the futures of their children. This was only possible because of the
support EPS receives from the community. While it is impossible to ever
quantify the difference EPS makes in the lives of these women and
children, they are happy to provide annual statistics to help demonstrate
the number of lives that are impacted each year by EPS:
uEPS had a total of 3052 client visits

uThanks to the generosity of the community, EPS was able to provide
needed items, like diapers, maternity clothes and formula to 693

women

uEPS provided 1950 free pregnancy tests of which 1306 were
positive

uEPS provided 130 life affirming ultrasounds 

uEPS counselors provided counseling and education to over 100
women who were abortion minded; of these, 54 changed their minds

and chose life for their baby.

Contact Information

EPS has become an organization of interest for many at Christ the
King and Resurrection and its ministries. The Knights of Columbus have
become a major supporter and fundraiser in recent years. Many women
from both parishes provide volunteer office support and materials for
children and families.

EPS is appreciative of this much-needed support and we ask for your
continued efforts to help them meet their goals of saving the lives of the
most innocent.
Contact EPS at
Riverside- 904-308-7510
Arlington 904-446-9009
Orange Park 904- 215-2792

Emergency Pregnancy Services
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A Good Read

by Carol-Ann Black

Love and Salt, A Spiritual Friendship

Shared in Letters

written by Amy Andrews and Jessica

Mesman Griffith

I love to read books that present
their stories in the form of letters.
Perhaps, it is the intimacy of the
personal correspondence.
Perhaps, because I relate to the
letters themselves, as I was the
family scribe for many years—-
‘til I got bumped in the early

70s by a tape recorder (to convey
the English accent my children were

developing at the time) and then finally by email. 
This wonderful book follows Amy and Jessica from their meeting in

a creative writing class in graduate school into their marriages and
growing families and careers. They both admitted to writing about God
when they went through the “meet the classmates” process.  But, of
course, they weren’t serious about this God thing.  In the rarified air of
graduate school, it was not a very chic thing to do or be.  Their graduate
program was ending and they were headed off in different directions
geographically on their individual career paths. However, they had
connected and decided to write letters daily, through the Lenten season of
2005. Jess was on her spiritual quest and considering joining the Catholic
Church. Amy was a cradle Catholic who questioned absolutely every
tenet of her religion and personal faith.

They “wrote to preserve and make sense of our daily lives; we wrote
to confess and console, to rant and grieve. But more than anything else,
we wrote because it was the only way we knew how to pray.” Throughout
their daily lives about which they wrote faithfully, Jess was the more
practical and straightforward. Once she worked out her religious
commitment, she was comfortable and content on the whole. She eased
into motherhood fairly comfortably.  Amy, on the other hand, questioned
absolutely every move she made physically, mentally, spiritually.  As a
mother she didn’t have an easy moment. With Jess I was completely
comfortable.  With Amy, I was frequently ready to fling the book across
the room.  

I recommend this book to anyone looking for her path in life.
Whichever person you are, Amy or Jess, you will see the importance of
questioning, but also the need to find a place of comfort in which to live.
(My copy of the book is up for grabs. Let me know, and I’ll share
happily.)

The Epiphany
Submitted by Dennis McLaughlin

Armenian Prayer for Mankind

Today the Hidden One is manifested

and the Unseen One is seen,

that he may make us seers.

Today the Unhumbled

humbly inclines his head

to his own servant,

that he may free us from servitude.

Today he humbles the hills into servitude

and makes the rivers as the sea.

All that nature of the waters

is blessed and hallowed.

Today the currents of grace of the Holy Spirit,

and all creatures are inundated therewith.

Today the briny waters of the sea

are changed to sweetness

at the appearance of God.

Today the creatures all appear clad in splendor

at the appearance of God.

Today the waters appear above

for the salvation of the world.

Today the garden appears;

let us rejoice in righteousness into eternal life.

Today the earth trembling,

but joyfully,

receives the creator’s footsteps upon it.

Today the sins and transgressions

of the race of Adam

are blotted out in the waters of the Jordan,

and the earth’s face is renewed.

At the appearance of God.

Today the shut and barred gate of the garden

is opened to mankind.

Welcome Home

Father James Boddie
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Remembering Father Thanh

Christ the King parishioners have heard
Father Thanh speak of his life in Vietnam
and his harrowing escape by sea. They may
not know, however, that he has also shared
his memories with students at the University
of North Florida, where I teach a course
called “The 1960s and Vietnam.” I have
often invited U.S. veterans of the war and
Vietnamese-Americans to address the class.
Father Thanh accepted one of my
invitations, and held forth on his experiences
growing up in South Vietnam. And my
students did something we don’t have a
chance to do after the sermon: Raise their
hands and ask lots of questions!

David Courtwright

Dear Father Thanh,

I am so sad that you are leaving CTK. You were my favorite priest

at Christ the King. You are my priest because I have received all of

my sacraments from you. You helped me become a better Christian

and also helped me become a better person. I hope you are happy

where you are going. I know they will like you because you have a

great sense of humor.

Thank you so much for everything you have done for Christ the

King. Also everything you have done for me. I can’t wait until the

next time I see you. I will miss you so much.

Sincerely, 

Kyle

Dear Father Thanh,

You are an amazing priest! You have taught our
parish a lot. I am Lauren. You have supported and
helped our school strengthen our hearts. You have
taught us many stories and you are a cool priest! You
have taught me a lot from your homilies and
preaching. I was always interested and involved in
them. Thank you for all of your support. Have a
wonderful day.

Sincerely, Lauren
p.s. Our school will miss you

Dear Father Thanh:

You were my favorite priest when I came to this school in
first grade. The first homily you gave when I came here I
remember you were really inspiring to me. On my birthday that
year, you gave me a Holy Family card. I still have that card
hanging on the wall in my room.

I will miss you when you leave. I have known you for 6
years. They have all been great with you and your homilies.
Thank you for everything and congratulations for your new
church.

Sincerely,
Caroline
p.s. We might come see you at St. Joseph’s sometime.

Dear Father Thanh,

Hello, I am one of your parish members and

students at CTK. We are all very sad to see you

leaving. You were one of my favorite priests

and I am very happy to have spent this

important time in my religious life with you,

but I hope you love your new parish. I am glad

to see we have a good priest filling in for you

though.

I also hope your trip to the Vatican went well.

Father Amar told us of the trip you took. I hope

you got to enjoy the beautiful landscapes and

buildings. I’m sure Father Pawel and Amar will

keep the parish on track and do a great job, just

as you did.

Best Wishes,

Max
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Remembering Father Thanh

Father Thanh: the Very BEST Confessor

The year was 1998 and Cursillo challenged me to find a confessor -
a spiritual director - someone who would get to know me and hold me
accountable. There was no one who came to my mind except Father
Thanh... So I asked him.... He was so very enthusiastic and said YES. 

For 16 years I have trudged into Father Thanh’s office - almost
every month - and shared my happiness, my sadness, my embarrass-
ment and all that was happening to me as I journey toward heaven.
That’s the goal??? Right?  HEAVEN???  Father Thanh has laughed with
me and cried with me. He has challenged me and helped me through
some of the greatest sadnesses in my life. One time I gave him $30 for
a pig to feed a family in Viet Nam. Yes, a pig. A pig would sustain this
impoverished family in the homeland that Father Thanh loved and
escaped so many years ago. Do you know his story???  How he was on
the water for weeks. No food. No water. Just him and God. Well he
made it - as we all know; this humble and holy man has guided the fam-
ilies of Christ the King - closer to Heaven.  

He has also guided the teenagers. That same year, 1998, our own
Nancy Powers invited me to a steak dinner. Hmmmm. She asked me to
lead the Parents for Life group that would support the Life Teen pro-
gram and lead teens to Christ and Heaven. 

Did it work??? I think so. The most memorable moment for me was
on a particular weekend at Camp Cherry Lake; after Adoration Father
Thanh was walking with Jesus in the monstrance down the sidewalk
toward his room. I watched as our own Robert Riker fell to his knees.
He knew. He knew. Father Thanh paused for Robert to reverence our
Lord. It made me cry. 

Father Thanh, I wish you the very best as you carry the many gifts
with which you have been blessed to the families of St. Joseph. I hope
you will still have some time for this unfinished soul... I haven’t made
it to Heaven yet and you are the best guide. 

Jeanette Ghioto

Dear Father Thanh,

You are an amazing priest. I always love to
hear you say the homily at Mass. It makes me very
sad to see you leave our school, but we will get
another priest soon. The new priest we are getting
is called Father Boddie. I hope he is as nice as
you. You are my favorite priest. I always will love
your passion for God. The first time I met you was
when I was in kindergarten. I could tell right away
that you were going to become my favorite priest.
Father Thanh, I am sad that you are leaving, but I
hope that when you move to St. Joesph’s Church
everyone will love to hear you speak.

Sincerely,
Lacey

Dear Father Thanh,

Thank you for teaching me. You are a great priest.
Thank you for baptizing me. Thanks for giving me
my First Communion. You have instructed me since
Pre-K in church and in school. You helped me learn
more about Jesus and God.

I think everyone at Christ the King will miss you.
You are very nice, friendly, and kind to us. I hope the
people at the church you are going to will like you.
I’m pretty sure they will. Good luck at the church you
are going to.

Sincerely, 

Joshua

Dear Father Thanh,

Hello my name is Brooke. You might remember me as the girl at
7:00 a.m. Mass every time. You are my favorite priest. Thank you so
much for serving at Christ the King. It must’ve been really fun to serve
all those years here.

You are such a good priest. You did so much to help me learn. You
are a big reason why I know so much about the Church. You taught me
so much. I will really miss you when you leave. I will pray for you to
give support to your new Church, St. Joseph’s.

Sincerely,

Brooke
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by Nick Klepac

My wife, Bernie, and I love a
good road trip riding our Honda
Goldwing motorcycle, pulling a
trailer - wind in our faces and a
mission to visit family or friends.

This time we traveled to Iowa,
land of corn and soybeans. We were
asked to be godparents to little
Henry, the son of close friends here
in Jacksonville. They wanted the
baptism to be in his mother’s

hometown so we planned our trip
to accommodate the baptism and to
see a part of our country where we
have never been before. On our
two-day ride we passed through
Georgia, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Illinois, Missouri and finally
arrived in Iowa (1300 miles).  

In addition to meeting families
of friends and witnessing the
baptism of our godchild, we visited

an area of Iowa called the Amana
Colonies, established by immigrant
German Pietists in the 1800s.  We
enjoyed visiting lots of historical
buildings, craft stores, and, of
course, wine and cheese shops.  

On every trip we always try to
visit a unique church or religious
site. In Iowa, Bernie and I took an
extra day traveling several hundred
miles west to see a Catholic grotto
in West Bend, Iowa.  Arriving in
West Bend we realized we really

were in the middle of nowhere with
corn fields in every direction.

The Grotto of the Redemption
in West Bend, Iowa is actually a
collection of nine separate grottoes:
Paradise Lost, the Trinity,

Bethlehem, Nazareth, Sermon on
the Mount, Ten Commandments,
Gethsemane, Stations of the Cross
and Resurrection. A separate and
unique addition is the Christmas
Chapel grotto attached to the main
Sts. Peter and Paul Church.

How did the grottoes get built
and why? Father Paul M.

Dobberstein (1872-1954), while
attending the Seminary of St.
Francis near Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, just two weeks before
being ordained, became very ill and
was diagnosed with pneumonia. He

was allowed to leave the
hospital for ordination
but had to return to the
hospital, presumably to
die.  This was before the
discovery of penicillin,
so his chance of
survival was very slight.
Father Paul prayed to
the Blessed Mother for
intercession in his
healing and promised

that if cured, sometime in his life,
he would build a shrine in her
honor.  He was healed and after his
recovery, the bishop sent him to
West Bend, Iowa, a largely German
speaking community, as pastor of

Sts. Peter and Paul
Church.  He remained
the pastor for 57 years
and, during the building
of a school and new
church, he stockpiled
material and began the
long promised grotto in
1912.  

Father Paul labored
42 years setting gems
and semi-precious
stones into concrete.
The grotto structures

are huge and sit on foundations that
go down as far as 20 feet and
encompass a city block. It is
recognized as the largest collection
of minerals and petrification in the
world and is estimated to be worth
$4,308,000. The Christmas Chapel

grotto contains a large Brazilian
amethyst weighing 300 lbs.  

The Grotto was placed on the
National Register of Historical
Places in 2001.  The 22-foot altar in
the church was hand-carved, bird’s-
eye maple by Egid Hackner of
LaCrosse, Wisconsin and actually

won first place at the Chicago
World’s Fair in 1893.  

We took the free tour and after
visiting the on-site museum and of
course the church, we went back
and simply strolled through the
grottoes again.  The marble statues
placed throughout the grottoes are
many: Michael the Archangel,
defeating Satan, Adam, Eve, the
Angel at the Gate, the huge

Immaculate Conception Medal,
Jesus, Mary, Mary Holding Jesus,
Joseph, Moses, Judas, Nicodemus,
Mary Magdalene, etc.  The gems
and stones placed on circular
cement sections and then somehow
all put together in this mosaic is
unbelievable.  One of my favorites
is the stained glass window in the
Trinity Grotto, depicting the
Annunciation and imported from
B a v a r i a ,
G e r m a n y .
A n o t h e r
favorite is the
E i g h t
B e a t i t u d e s
printed in gold
mosaic set off
with green
copper; or
maybe it was
the monumental
stalagmite from
C a r l s b a d
Caverns in New
Mexico. Every room, every corner,
nook and cranny contains
something unique.  Did you know
that Father Paul “grew” his own
stalactites in the ceiling of the
Grotto of the Ten Commandments
by drilling a 6-inch hole and then
placing a deposit of calcium and

magnesium so that water seeping
through would grow stone?

Grotto of the Redemption



The largest part of the Grotto is
the Stations of the Cross, which are
fourteen different scenes, mostly
built as turrets in Venetian mosaic.
The fourteenth station is the excep-

tion and is a grotto with a statue of
Nicodemus and Joseph of
Arimathea laying Jesus in the tomb.
The statue is a single block of
Carrara marble.

The Grotto of the Redemption
is beautiful, amazing and very
serene.  You can feel the time and

love put into building this magnifi-
cent place.  The most wonderful
feeling comes from walking
through this story of our redemp-
tion and seeing God’s love for his
children.  If you are ever in Iowa,
stop by and see this wonder. You
won’t regret it.

One of many mira-
cles we were graced
with during this trip
occurred on our return,
stopping to visit the
Iowa State Fair in Des
Moines.  Our purpose
here was to see the
huge carved cow made
from butter. Since we
decided to attend the
fair on Sunday, we
needed to go to
Church either before
or after the fair. We
lucked out and found
that Mass was being

celebrated on the Fair Grounds
early in the morning. We left early
to ensure our timely arrival and as
you can imagine, the devil has a
way of slowing you down. By the

time we found the spot where Mass
was being celebrated it was over;
we walked in as the last song was
playing. 

Of course we felt dejected, but
the celebrating priest who saw us
looking so sad, I assume, came
over introducing himself and said,
“Have your received the Eucharist
this morning?” A rather odd ques-
tion when you meet someone for
the first time. We told him we had
not since we arrived late. He took
us over to the make shift altar and
we received our Lord. Wow, that
was awesome! 

The rest of this glorious day
was spent looking at numerous
booths, live-animal shows, displays
and a lot of walking. I think we
pretty much ate anything you can
imagine on a “stick.”

When you travel, do some
research. You might just be amazed
at what wonderful Catholic
“secrets” you will find on the road.
You can view many detailed pic-
tures of the Grotto by visiting the
website at www.westbendgrottolcom.
However, the pictures just don’t
capture what you feel, touch and
see by actually visiting the site. 
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Grotto of the Redemption

May is the month of Mary,

but May is more than just

May crowning.

Come join the whole community of 

Christ the King,

for the Holy Rosary Procession 

& Mass to honor the Blessed Mother.

Saturday, May 3 at 8:00 a.m.

at the Grotto

The Widows and Widowers were

joined by Fathers Pawel and

Amar for our December lunch at

Claretta’s home.

Widows and

Widowers
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Mike and Connie Goodbread donated the flagpole in memory of their

son, Michael Goodbread

Holy Trinty Assembly #2368 presented an American Flag
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Extra! Extra! Read All About It! Christ the

King’s First Newspaper Surfaces!
by Paul Ghiotto, CM

For over 10 years parishioners
and many others have been
fortunate to read a first class
newspaper, The Courier.  What
many folks are unaware of is that
over 49 years ago the “actual first
edition” of Christ the King’s parish
newspaper was printed and
distributed. 

After foraging beneath my front
porch, I uncovered in a mayonnaise
jar a copy of the Christ the King
Catholic Church NEWS
(November 1966). The front page
carried a photograph of the newly-
installed, first ever Parish Council.
Among those pictured only two are
still with us -Laverne Japour and
Vernon Duncan.  

The purpose of the council was
listed as: 1) to give the laity a sense
of personal responsibility in the
parish; 2) to assist the pastor, who
holds the final responsibility for the
church’s welfare, to be able to
reach wiser and sounder decisions
on both spiritual and temporal
matters; 3) to release the pastor of
much of the temporal
administration so that he can
devote more time to priestly work;
and 4) to coordinate all the
activities of the parish. 

Sound familiar in 2014? Sure it
does, but back in the days before
Pope Paul VI issued his historic
Decree on the Apostolate of the
Laity (November 18, 1965) such
an approach was novel and rare in
churches.  Pope Paul reminded
everyone that baptized and
confirmed Catholics had as “much
responsibility for the continued
existence of the church and the
extension of the kingdom as does
the priest” and that “means should
be set up so that the layman can
exercise this responsibility.”  Whoa
there, Nelly!  Heady words!

The purpose of this original
newspaper was “to get us
acquainted by telling you all the
activities of the parish and who is
taking part in them.”  Not only does

The Courier continue this ideal but
we also have present day church
activities posted in many places
including the church bulletin,
Facebook and the ctkcatholic.com
website.

Page Two had an article about
the new “Teen Mass” and its

blending of guitars and voices.
Back in 1966 this was a novelty
that took some real getting used to
as it came into being shortly after
the changes in the Mass such as the
use of English instead of Latin and
the priest turning around the altar -
and himself  - to face the people!
“Quick, Lamont! Call 9-1-1!  It’s
the big one, Elizabeth!”  

“The Roadrunners” was listed
as the “parish band” for the Teen
Mass.  Teens Chuck McMenamy
and Gary Holt had starring roles in
a locally-produced surfer dude
film, “Wipe Out.”

The “OUR MEN IN
SERVICE” article contained the
names of four parishioners on
active duty in the military along

with their service addresses and
parents’ home addresses.  These
lucky lads were Roger Mitchell
(USAF), Donald Crisp (USA),
Thomas Barton (USN), and Paul
Ghiotto (USN).  Whatever
happened to that fourth guy?

Page Three listed all the names
of parish council members (John J.
Heater, Jr. president) and the names
of those representing the YOUTH
(Ken Munsch), SCHOOL (P.J.
Holmberg), FINANCE (Dr. Fred
Wiechman), ECUMENICAL
(David MacNamara),
CONFRATERNITY (Joe
Stazenski), and LITURGICAL
(Vernon Duncan) committees.  The
listed names were a veritable
WHO’S WHO of Christ the King
parishioners both at the time and
for many years to come.  

An article about the CYO
(Catholic Youth Organization) by
Kathi Bell had as its title – “Would
You Believe?” Frank Becht, would
you believe that? Teen heartthrob

Greg Edmonds was the CYO
president whose group was only
open to high school students and
was based on a four-point program:
spiritual, social, cultural, and
athletic.  

Page Four included an article
about the school principal, Sister
M. Eucharia, S.S.J., a native of
County Kerry, Ireland.  Sister
Eucharia prior to 1966 had been a
teacher at two schools – the
Cathedral Parish School in St.
Augustine and Sacred Heart in
Lake Worth. Before arriving here
she had been a principal at three
schools – St. Joseph in Loretto, St.
James in Orlando, and Holy Rosary
in Jacksonville. Sounds like she
was the type to wear out a ruler!

The newspaper was to be
published monthly and news items
were to be passed along to either
Crosby Olinto (recently deceased)
on Seabrook Cove Road or Henry
Baranek on Townsend Boulevard.
Bruce Manning, long- time editor
with the Florida Times-Union, was
listed as editor and, of course,
Father W. Thomas Larkin was
pastor back then.

So here we are over forty-seven
years later! Christ the King parish
and school continues to carry on in
the best tradition of its early
movers and shakers.  Those who
head and/or participate in the many
ministries active today are walking
in some pretty big footsteps. 

For you parishioners who want
to be immortalized in the parish
newspaper and have decided to
make that big decision to get
involved in parish life through its
many and diverse ministries, just
remember the famous words of my
Navy recruiter: “Many are called
but few allow themselves to be
chosen!” 

Oh, I’m going to go back and
look under my front porch again.
Maybe I’ll find a copy of the
second edition of the “first”
newspaper. No telling what else is
under there!

by Annie Sabatino 

The Christmas meeting of the Queens and Kings was held on Dec. 8.
The catered luncheon was well attended by members and a drawing was
held for the angel centerpieces that were on each table.

Christmas carols were sung by a couple of students of the JU Chorus
accompanied by Edward Latimer on the violin.  The Ave Maria was
played by Edward (on the violin) and our own Matt Daniel on the piano.

Patti and Nino were dressed as Mr. & Mrs. Santa Claus. What a great
way to get into the spirit of Christmas.

We are always looking for new members 50 and over.  Dues are $5 a
year.

Our group meets on the second Sunday of each month.

Queens and Kings Save A Baby!!!

March 15th 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Join CTK parishioners in

40 Days for Life

at...

A Woman’s Choice of Jacksonville

4131 Univercity Blvd.
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Tim Talks
As our new pastor, Father Jim Boddie, settles in and gets to work. The parish community

is presented with a golden opportunity to assist him in charting our direction for the next sev-
eral years.  Christ the King is in the midst of the listening phase of the pastoral planning
process that has been mandated by Bishop Felipe Estevez.  This project is a major communi-
ty building effort and must be concluded by November 2014.  

The pastoral planning process allows the community as a whole to have input into what
the goals and objectives will be for our parish for the next five years.  Most of us have opin-
ions or ideas that we feel would improve our community, but most of us don’t feel comfort-
able expressing them publicly or officially. And whom do we share them with to make a dif-
ference? This is where the pastoral planning efforts will benefit you.

Over the next few months, we will be announcing several opportunities for parishioners to
offer input for our strategic action plan.  This plan will lay out the journey we will take as a
parish family, and because of this, the more input we receive from the community, the better
the plan will be.

You may opt to share your views in the anonymous surveys associated with the parish cen-
sus currently underway, or you can attend one of the planned town-hall style meetings we will
be conducting. Your feedback does matter.

If you have not already done so, it is not too late to fill out the survey.  It consists of 3 basic questions related to where we are currently as a parish,
what can be improved and what you would like to see at Christ the King that is not currently offered. 

All aspects of parish life are being evaluated during this listening phase of the planning process, so feedback on anything from ministry offerings
to the paint on the buildings to landscaping to housekeeping is fair game.  Please, take the time to share your ideas and opinions.

This will be an active year for Christ the King.  A new pastor inevitably brings change.  By participating in the pastoral planning process, you will
help Father Boddie and parish leadership determine our paths to a vibrant future for Christ the King parish. 

by Jeanette Ghioto

“Hey Jeanette -  listen, I am not trying to get rid of you or anything but the Sisters of
St. Joseph want  to talk to you about a job.” WHAT?  A JOB?

The date was November 5, 2013 and my work colleague Ann Marie at San Juan del
Rio Catholic parish – where I had worked for five years - had taken me completely by sur-
prise.

“Sure,” I said. I will talk to them.  I never say NO to a nun.”
I had learned a deep respect for the Sisters of St. Joseph during my primary years of

education at the little red brick Catholic school house in Fernandina Beach, FL. It was first
called St. Joseph’s Academy and then changed to St. Michael’s School. Every morning
mom would drop my younger sister and me off at Mass. It was the early 60s and Mass was
still in Latin. I remember that I did not understand a word. Nor could I see over the pew.
But I knew. I just knew I was on holy ground. When the bells rang the wrinkled woman in
the back of the church would weep. Every morning she would place her face into her hands
and softly cry. She knew.  I knew..... I did not know what I knew. But I knew… I was on
holy ground. The year was 1964...

This year 2014 - 50 years later - again I am on holy ground at the Mother House of the
Sisters of St. Joseph in St. Augustine – I have come full circle as my sister says. Who
knew? A career change at almost 60!  I am so honored to use the gifts with which I have
been blessed to help the Sisters as they helped me so many years ago.  They inspired in me
a foundation that has sustained me - even when I made many left turns on the road of life.
You see after Mass every morning the good sisters marched us out to the courtyard where
we pledged allegiance and sang a “God bless America”; and then we trooped into class-
rooms of disciplined learning. The three pillars instilled in me during my formative years
of God, Country and Knowledge made a firm foundation. We could use a little of that
today.

Today, the Sisters of St. Joseph continue ministry of union and reconciliation through-
out the state of Florida – these consecrated women represent a succession of good Sisters
who first came to Florida in 1866 when eight of them landed at Picolata, Florida.  Called
by then Bishop Augustin Verot to come and teach the children of freed slaves after the civil
war because no one else would. Since then, they have taught and nursed; they have cared
for the poor and the sick and the dying. They have quietly gone into places and do what-

ever is needed for the sake of the Gospel.
My job is to “advance their mission.”  What does this mean?  It boils down to mendicancy. Yes, I am a proud beggar on their behalf. Because you

see they never thought of themselves all of the years they served. They only thought of others. Today – still – they work in ministries wherein they
receive no compensation.  They prepare food for homeless people and work in ministry on behalf of the least of our brothers and sisters. I am so hon-
ored to serve them. As you are still reading this, may I ask you to say a prayer for these good sisters and for me that God will bless the work of my
hands and help these good sisters to maintain the quality of life that you and I take for granted, that they may prosper. My favorite prayer is Ephesians
3: 14-21: that God will bless them beyond their wildest imaginings. Come visit!  You too will be blessed beyond your wildest imaginings.

Thanks for the message, Ann Marie! I took the job!

Jeanette Ghioto, former parishioner at Christ the King was appointed to the position on Mission Advancement Director for the Sisters of St. Joseph
of Saint Augustine on January 2, 2014.  You may reach her at 904-824-9100 or jeanetteghioto@ssjfl.org. Visit the Sisters online at www.ssjfl.org

A New Face at the Motherhouse of the 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Saint Augustine
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Remembering Father Thanh

Dear Father Thanh,

You have been so supportive to my family, in good times and bad. You helped my
Dad become Catholic and go to the RCIA group. Also when he died and you did the
funeral, it was beautiful. We always loved you, and my family always will. We thought
you helped him so much, and you did. He said you were a great man. I always wanted to
thank you for everything, but never got a chance to. Thank you for doing my First Holy
Communion. It was wonderful. I always thought you were the funniest priest. Your hom-
ilies always made me laugh. You also made me want to be a better Catholic. I always
thought you were the best priest to do that. Plus, I always loved you in our carnivals. You
were the best dunker. I thank you for all your years of service. I hope I can see you at St.
Joseph’s. Thank you for everything.

Love 
Emilie

Father Thanh

Father Thanh, I want you to know

I will miss you when you go.

You have always been there for me

Like when you said the funeral Mass for Grammy.

I will miss you when you go.

I got baptized by you

When I was brand new.

I will miss you when you go.

You gave me my first Eucharitst.

I was so excited when you gave me this.

I will miss you when you go.

You are as kind as a saint.

Now I wish you a sad farewell.

I will miss you when you go.

Katie

Father Thanh

There’s once was a man named Father Thanh
Who liked to sing religious songs

He’s the best priest ever
We’ll miss him forever

We all love you, Father Thanh

Amira

Dear Father Thanh,

It is amazing that you have been at Christ the
King for 17 years. I am very sad to see you go. I will
always cherish the memories I had with you.
Especially dunking you in the dunking tank. I will
miss you. Good luck at your new parish!

Sincerely,
Miriam

Dear Father Thanh,

Hi there Father Thanh, you are a great inspiration in
my life. You show great kindness, love and hospitality.
You are the one who baptized me when I was still a little
baby. You also gave me my First Holy Communion. I
will always remember you even though you will be at St.
Joseph’s Church. I wish you much luck at your new
parish and I will miss you.

Sincerely,
Christian

To Be a Priest

Training in the seminary,
Learning theology and such.

Devoted to God, His Son, and Mary;
Onto God’s Will, with both hands, will clutch.

A black suit and a white collar, 
The symbol of a priest.

A man of God, a divine scholar – 
Chosen from among the least.

A heavenly and holy vocation;
Shepherding people to the Word.
Mediator for transubstantiation,

Christ zeal in others spurred.

No matter where you travel,
There will always be longing hearts
And mysteries of God to unravel,
Out love we send as you depart.

A hole in our hearts there may be,
Almost like mourning a loved one.

We love you, Father Thanh, like family;
Like a father or uncle or son.

Dahlia



by Anthony Marinucci

A That Man Is You ! (hereafter
referred to as TMIY) representa-
tive appeared at the 2013 Day for
Men Conference at Resurrection
Church and gave a short talk on the
TMIY program. His presentation
was extremely inspiring and, as a
result, Robert Roland, the creator
of A Day For Men, suggested
Christ the King look into sponsor-
ing the program within its parish. 

Frank Japour and I gathered
some information concerning the
program and set out to determine
whether the program was one that
would be of benefit for the men of
Christ the King.

We learned that St. Joseph’s
Church in Mandarin has had the
program operating for at least four
years and is quite satisfied with the
results. Also, the Cathedral in St.
Augustine has had the program for
approximately the same amount of
time and is also quite satisfied.

Our investigation further
revealed that the TMIY has been
experienced by in excess of 18,000
men in 400 US parishes in 40
states. Cardinal DiNardo, who will
be the guest speaker at the Diocese
Eucharistic Congress to be held in
Jacksonville on March 28, 2014, is
the strongest and most ardent advo-
cate of the program. 

Once convinced of the authen-
ticity of the program, we called for
a meeting at Christ the King with
the TMIY representative and invit-
ed men from various parishes in the
diocese to attend and evaluate the
program. Approximately 25 + men

from throughout the diocese attend-
ed. It was decided it was a good,
bonafide program and of great
value for the men of the parish. 

A decision was made to present
the program for parish approval.
Approval was given. We were on
our way. 

At the present time, the TMIY
program is active in the St.
Augustine Diocese at Resurrection
Church, St. Joseph Church in
Mandarin, Cathedral Parish in St.
Augustine and our parish, Christ
the King. 

The theme of the program is
dedicated to helping men under-
stand and deal with the duties and
responsibilities placed on them in
order to become leaders and role
models in the home, family, church,
workplace and society while adher-
ing to the spiritual and scriptural
principles of the Catholic Church.

The first semester “kicked off”
in September 2013 and became a
great success. The fall sessions
were well received by the men
looking forward to continuing in
the second semester that began on
Thursday morning, February 6, at
6:30 a.m. and continues each
Thursday morning thereafter for a
total of 13 sessions.

At the conclusion of the fall
semester, and while speaking and
greeting the attendees after Sunday
mass, I gauged the reactions from
the men who attended the sessions
and found them to be very encour-
aging. I was left with a feeling of
great satisfaction for what our core
team felt was a “program well

done” and confirmed by the atten-
dees. 

It truly was a highlight for each
and every man of the core team to
receive the accolades for not only
the content of the material present-
ed, but the manner in which group
discussions after the presentations
were conducted. Many comments
by the attendees suggested the
camaraderie and fraternization of
the men, while discussing and
deepening the understanding of the
principles of male leadership, were
the most important reasons for their
decision to continue into the next
semester and beyond.

The number of men returning
for the spring semester speaks for
itself and leaves us with a great
feeling of  satisfaction and greater
expectations. There is no man who
hasn’t received some type of bene-
fit from the program, whether it be
within the family, church, work
place or society as a whole. The
highlight of the course is “after the
show’ when you saw men who
were not very anxious to leave a
session because of the camaraderie
the sessions generated. 

TMIY will continue beyond
the current spring session. The ulti-
mate goal and emphasis will be to
help men understand and deal with
the duties and responsibilities
placed on them in order to become
leaders and role models in the
home, church, workplace and soci-
ety that will ultimately lead to a
society centered in the spiritual and
scriptural principles of the Catholic
Church.

All men are encouraged and
invited to attend a session at any
time during the semester on any
Thursday to reinforce their
Catholic faith and responsibilities.
They will enjoy camaraderie and
“breaking bread” with fellow
Catholic men while participating in
a great and fulfilling experience. 

Come and join us on a
Thursday morning beginning at 6
a.m. with a coffee and Danish light
breakfast followed at 6:30 a.m.
with a presentation of the theme for
the day and group discussion end-
ing at 7:30 a.m. sharp. All sessions
will be held in the Vietnamese
Cultural Center on the Christ the
King Campus.

(Ed. Note: Anthony Marinucci
was born and raised in New Jersey
and attended Catholic Grammar
and High School taught by the
Sisters of St. Lucy Filippini and the
Sisters of Charity (founded by St.
Elizabeth Bailey Seton). He
received a B.S. in Business
Administration from Rider
University and a Juris Doctor
degree from Seton Hall University
School of Law.

He arrived in Jacksonville in
1971 and served as a Trust Officer
with the Florida National Bank in
Jacksonville and in 1972 joined
Independent Life Insurance
Company as the exclusive Leasing
Agent for Independent Square. He
became a member of the Florida
Bar and in 1978 was appointed the
Consular Agent of Italy and held
that position until 1996. He spent
the years from 1997 to 2000 in
Venezuela as House Counsel for a
Business Consortium composed of
US and Venezuelan businessmen.
He returned to Jacksonville in
2000. He and his wife were parish-
ioners over the years at St. Joseph’s
in Mandarin, Our Lady Star of the
Sea in Ponte Vedra, and St. Paul’s
at the Beach. Now a widower, he
has been at Christ the King for the
past 6 years.

“Tony” is extremely dedicated
to the TMIY program. Christ the
King is extremely blessed to have
him lead this program in our
parish). 
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The Genesis of That Man Is You!

By “Addie”

I needed a new address and
phone book. Even though I have an
iPhone it really is not the same,
because it is so easy to add and
delete information.

I thumb my old well-worn book
with its ragged pages and letter tabs
missing. The pages stained with
different liquids—-coffee, iced tea,
ginger ale and blood. The blood
was from a cut finger. The scrib-
bles, doodles, directions, the differ-
ent color inks, slash marks over
names of people and loved ones
that have died or you no longer
need their services.

In an odd way, this little book is
my own history book. There are
many names that only have one
address and one phone number,

nothing added or crossed out since
this was started. There are other
names and numbers that have
changed like the seasons.

Not only is this my history
book but that of my friends and
family. One of my nieces has 7
cross-outs including her semester
in Africa and the Indian reservation
when she was with Teach America.
One nephew has cross- outs that
include an address of a rehab cen-
ter, and another nephew has cross-
outs that include a prison address.

There is another group of peo-
ple (mostly under 30) that are just
crossed out cell phone
numbers. These guys don’t seem to
have a street address just a 10-digit
number to keep in touch with them.
I still have a hard time understand-
ing that a person with a 904 area

code now lives in San Diego and
Portland, Oregon.

In my book I have single people
who have gotten married and mar-
ried people who have gotten
divorced (funny how only one of
the names lives on in the book) and
friends’ children that have graduat-
ed from college waiting to be mar-
ried or added to.

Cleaning out a drawer at my
mom’s house I found an old
address book. How old? The num-
bers are listed AC 6-7626 or LA 5-
2565. Looking through the book I
saw my sister’s first address and
phone number after she got mar-
ried, one brother’s address at
Indiana University, and another
brother’s address at a Naval
Training Center in Wisconsin.
Every single neighbor on West

Clifton Blvd., Dr. Warren the den-
tist, Doc Miller the family doctor.
The bakery, the deli and the butch-
er each have a different number
because they all had their own
shops. The high schools where my
brothers and sister went. The ele-
mentary school that my younger
brother and I attended. The rectory
from our parish and the convent. I
don’t know why they needed the
convent number.

When I get my new address
book, I think I will put mine with
my mom’s and in 30 years maybe
one of my kids will find them
together, but they won’t have one
of their own to add because they
don’t save cell phones.... do they?

My Phone Book
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Celebrating Tet

by Han Mai

While most nations ring in the
New Year with high-spirited parties
and countdowns on January 1, the
Vietnamese celebrate theirs in
accordance with the lunar calendar.
Tết (thay-tuh, often mispronounced
teh-tuh) is our New Year’s Day,
though it’s a little different
compared to the conventional New
Year’s you’d expect. Our
festivities, which fall usually
between late January to mid-
February, can last well over a
month, and consist of all kinds of
events and traditions. 

To the Vietnamese, Tết is more
akin to a national holiday than just
an informal celebration. Not only is
it a time when people welcome a
new year with hopes of good
health, success, and prosperous
luck, but it’s also an occasion for
families to reunite and pay homage
to their deceased ancestors.
Relatives reunite from all over the
globe, and the older and younger
generations come together in
celebration of Tết. It’s a time for
families to pay their respects to
those who have passed on, and ask
God to intercede in our prayers. It’s
such a highly valued affair that in
some places, preparation for it
starts weeks before. Homes are
thoroughly cleaned in order to rid
ourselves of any bad fortune
associated with the previous year,
while new clothes are bought,

gossiping is refrained, issues are
resolved, and debts are paid off.
Firecrackers are strategically
placed outside the door to welcome
the New Year and to scare off any
malignant spirits, while incense is
burned indoors to ward away
lingering ones. We decorate almost
everything with bright flowers
and budding trees—especially hoa
mai, a small, yellow flowering
plant that symbolizes prosperity
and well-being—while the color
red, symbolizing good fortune and
happiness, is seen everywhere.
Exotic foods not usually eaten
year-round are plentiful, while
churches and temples are up to the
brim in best-dressed people. 

The yearly traditions of Tết are
also what help make it unique.
Adults give their children red
envelopes filled with money, called
lì xì, in addition to words of
wisdom; while in return, the
children respectfully wish their
older relatives a happy new year
filled with longevity. The signature
dragon and lion dances are also
another staple in Vietnamese New
Year celebrations. Dressed in
flashy, highly-decorated costumes
and masks, skilled performers lead
both the crowd and the vicious
dragons chasing after them in
welcoming the New Year. The
heavy beat of the drums, the
thunderous clashing of the
cymbals, and the intimidating
dragons and lions ward away the

evil spirits of both the previous and
the upcoming year. While the
spirits are distracted, the blazing
firecrackers wash away any
remaining bad luck. 

Of course, no celebration can
exist without heaping tables of
good food. The list of Tết’s
quintessential foods is fairly long,
but two special items are always at
the top: bánh chung and bánh tết.
These two dishes, which are only
eaten once a year, are both
specialized rice cakes. Each is
made from sticky glutinous rice,
with a center of chopped pork and
mashed mung beans. Once
completed, they are then wrapped
in banana leaves, tied up carefully
with string, and boiled for eight
straight hours. The origin of these
two dishes originates in ancient
Vietnam. Approximately three
thousand years ago, King Hung
Vuong VI had grown old and
wished to retire his throne. He
announced that one of his hundreds
of sons could have the throne on
one condition: the prince who
brought him the meal that pleased
him the most would become new
king. Not sparing any time, each of
the princes traveled far and wide,
to the highest mountains and the
deepest seas, in order to find the
best dishes possible. Most of the
king’s sons sought guidance from
their mothers, with the exception of
the youngest, who received little
help as his own mother had passed

on long ago. Yet, on one cold night,
he had a vision of a fairy who came
and taught him how to make bánh
chung and bánh tết. He followed
the fairy’s instructions and created
these dishes, before offering them
to his father. He explained that the
square, green bánh
chung symbolizes the earth and
that the round bánh tết symbolizes
the heavens. The king was
impressed by the deep-rooted
wisdom in this tiny, simplistic
meal, and therefore gave his
youngest son the throne.

Eventually, the excitement
gradually levels off. As Tết draws
to a close, everyday life slowly
returns to normal. Guests go home
and the enthusiasm dies down, but
at the same time, everyone
anticipates for the next one and
starts planning out the next one. It’s
easy to say that the observance of
Tết is probably one of the single-
most important holidays that
Vietnam has to offer—
encompassing family, religion, and
cultural heritage, which are the
core tenants of the Vietnamese
culture. These traditions are
something that we have followed
for generations, and will continue
to thrive for generations to come. 

And with that, we’d like to
wish you a Happy New Year’s from
all of us at the Vietnamese
Community—or rather, chúc mừng
năm mới!
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Music Happenings
by Matt Daniel

As I write this, my heart is still full from all of the beautiful celebra-
tions that we shared here at Christ the King as a family during the Advent
and Christmas season.  This holy time was made special by so many peo-
ple. I am very proud of the hard work that all of the choirs put in to make
the celebration of our Lord’s birth so spectacular.  On Christmas Eve,
everything came together beautifully as all of our voices were enhanced
by the beauty of the brass and organ music, which truly transcended us to
a higher place, one worthy of adoration to our newborn king.

In December, we celebrated our first annual parish Festival of Lessons
and Carols.  Through the readings of scripture, and sacred music and
hymns as ways to reflect, we were reminded of the greatest gift that we
could receive during this season:  the gift of Jesus, our King.  A very heart-
felt thank-you goes to the readers and ushers who assisted in this service,
and to Father Pawel for presiding over it.  If you were unable to join us
this past year, I encourage you to join us next Advent for this celebration.
The date is not confirmed yet, but stay tuned.  You won’t want to miss it.

Programs such as Lessons and Carols are a part of a larger initiative
that I have started since coming to Christ the King this past June.  Part of
my vision is to take our music outside of the Sunday liturgies and into the
community through an active and comprehensive community concert
series, in which we invite musicians and guests from around the area into
our church home and experience its beauty and the beauty of music and
the arts.  On February 18, Christ the King welcomed the world-renowned
French Boys’ Choir for a concert of sacred music and French folk songs.
Throughout the year, we will host several performances such as this, fea-
turing our choirs in addition to local and national talents.  On April 4,
please join us as we pray the Stations of the Cross with musical reflec-
tions.  I have been working hard at putting this service together, and it will
truly be a beautiful Lenten observance for all who attend.  We will also
lead a Solemn Vespers (Evening Prayer) Service on May 29 in the church.
Save the dates!

The crown jewel of this performance series will happen on May 17.
The featured performers?  You, the parishioners.  That night will be the
debut of Christ the King’s Got Talent.  This will be a night filled with

food, fun, prizes, and entertainment that you won’t soon forget.  Everyone
is invited to come share your talent which doesn’t necessarily have to be
musical.  Space is limited for performers though, so sign up early.  We will
have our own “Celebrity Panel” of judges offering up their commentary
that night as well, so there will not be a dull moment!  Stay tuned for more
details.

Growth and progression are two words I have used often when work-
ing with our choirs over the past several months.  I am very proud at the
constant growth in musicianship and spirituality in our groups, and it is
showing in the beauty of the music they are offering each Sunday.  Over
the past several months, we have gained several new members in each of
our choirs.  Several students from Jacksonville University and the
University of North Florida have joined our Ministry.  Many are music
majors and we are delighted to have them join our family.  We have also
added many new young singers into our St. Cecilia Choristers.  Despite
our growth as a ministry, there is still an open seat waiting for you.  I
encourage any of you reading this to give the Music Ministry a try.
Contact me if you have any questions about what we are doing or how you
can get involved.  Music is a wonderful way to get involved in the prayer-
ful life of our church.  Come join us and see the blessings that await you.

by Kathy Nichols

Father Thanh led an entire group of excited pilgrims on a pilgrimage to Italy. Thanks also to
Laurie Plotz who organized and managed this trip. It was exceptionally spiritual, yet fun. We had our
first reunion at the Yip’s home on November 30. However, Father Thanh was still on sabbatical, so
we held a second reunion which included Father Thanh. Although Father Thanh is rightfully sad-
dened at his departure from Christ the King, he is looking toward a new adventure at St. Joseph’s.
He will definitely not be “a pastor in a small, country church” in Mandarin! We will all miss him and
try very hard to stay in touch. We presented him with a photo album filled with photos of our pil-
grimage. Here are some pictures from our reunion.

Italy Pilgrimage Renunion
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by Frank Becht, PGK  and  Nick
Klepac

Corporate Communion was held
on December 15 at 9:00 a.m. at
Christ the King followed by a
delicious breakfast for Knights and
their families at the Council Hall
cooked by Ray Christian and his
committee, including a new
member, James Fitzell.

First Friday Mass 0n Friday,
January 4, Chaplain Father Steven
Zehler was unable to say Mass due
to other commitments. Father Blair
Gaynes, assisted by seminarian Jeff
Asher, stood in giving a good Mass
and homily and joined a large
crowd for dinner after Mass. As
usual, K’Cee President Laura
Morris served a good bean soup
dinner.

Basketball Free Throw
Tournament The annual Free
Throw was held at Christ the King
gym from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. on
January 18. Boys and girls ages 10-
14 years of age were invited to
attend.  

Brotherly Care On the second
Saturday of each month following

the 8:00 a.m. Mass at Christ the
King, visitation of the sick or
housebound members of the
Council takes place. Due to job
changes, Ramon Day, who has
guided Brotherly Care for the past
couple years, has been forced to
leave the position because of
increased job responsibilities. We
are glad to have John Porter agree
to re-assume this very important
task, thanks to John Porter’s wife’s
decision. Likewise, Ramon, please
try to keep in touch in spite of the
heavy work load.

Road Cleanup of the Lone Star
Road was conducted on Saturday,
January 11, beginning at 9:00 a.m.
under the direction of PGK Dennis
Scobie.

Teacher and Volunteers
Breakfast  On January 31, a
special Thank You Breakfast was
served by The Knights of
Columbus to the teachers and
volunteers of Christ the King
School. This was to show our
appreciation for the great job they
do for our parish and school.

Blue Golf Tournament-was
held Saturday, December 7, at
Blue Cypress Golf Course
under the direction of Jim
Bonitatibus, followed by a
delicious steak dinner at the
Council Hall.

Coffee and Donuts The first Sunday of each month the
Knights of Columbus, under the direction of John Lewis,
serve coffee and donuts at Christ the King after the 7:00 a.m.
and 9:00 a.m. Masses. 

Flag Raising Ceremony
On January 30, from 9:00
a.m. to 10:00 a.m. a
special flag-raising and
flag-retiring ceremony
was held at Christ the
King School by the
Knights of Columbus 4th
Degree in full Regalia and
3rd Degree members in
Council shirts.

Jags Night & Chili Cookoff
On November 10, the Knights
hosted a Jags Night and a Chili
Cookoff.

Knightly News

Christ the King Honor Roll Previously an annual Honor Roll
Breakfast was celebrated. A quarterly breakfast has been
established to encourage and increase the participation of the
students at Christ the King. The first 2014 quarterly breakfast
was held in the Parish Hall on January 21 at 8:00 a.m.



Corporate Communion-A corporate Communion
was held at Resurrection on January 12, with 8:30 a.m.
Mass followed by breakfast in the Parish Center. A mem-
bership drive sponsored by Deputy Grand Knight Steve
Bell and Financial Sec. Ralph Mosely highlighted the
occasion. Father Steven, our Chaplain, said Mass with a
homily that greatly praised the Knights for their dedica-
tion and service to the Church. The Mass and the pro-
gram following it were well attended. 
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Knightly News

Memorial Mass The annual Memorial
Mass was celebrated on November 1 by
Monsignor Vincent Haut to a full house. The
Memorial Service which followed had a
slight variation from prior services. It was
decided to streamline the lighting of two
memorial candles,  saving considerable
time. Monsignor Haut remained with us to
enjoy the reception following.

Chaplain Father Steven Zehler, Pastor of
Resurrection, was able to say the First
Friday Mass on December 7 for the first
time. He said a nice Mass with a fine homi-
ly but unfortunately because of another con-
flicting activity the attendance was down.
We look forward to a better attendance in
the future. Thank you Father Steven.

K’Cees CHRISTMAS Party-Under the direction of Laura
Morris, President of the K’Cees, the annual Christmas Party
was held at the Council Hall. Laura was assisted by others,
including Shirley and Ralph Mosley. As always, there were
numerous gifts and drawings for gifts for all to enjoy. The meal
was great and enjoyed by a good crowd. Live entertainment
provided by Mike Burns and an associate kept the crowd ener-
gized. The proceeds from the raffle will go to the seminarians
of Christ the King and Resurrection.



Page 24 Christ the King Courier February 2014

Girl Scouts Keeping Busy

by Deidre Hicks

Like everyone else, the Girl Scouts at Christ the
King, took part in many activities over the holidays.
Sharing our talents, the girls joined other local Girl
Scout troops for caroling at the Atrium, an assisted
living facility. Many residents came to listen to the
girls’ joyful voices. They were also appreciative of
the treats the Scouts passed out after caroling. It’s
become an annual tradition that all look forward to.

We shared our treasures by picking names from
the angel tree and buying Christmas presents for
those who aren’t as privileged. The girls wrapped the
gifts at our meeting and then felt proud about
delivering them to the church. They hope the
recipients are enjoying their presents. 

We also gathered together to celebrate the season
at a fun Christmas party hosted by the Fernandez
family. The girls made crafts, played games, had a
gift exchange and ate wonderful food. Janice

Fernandez is a wonderful chef, baker and seamstress.
We were wowed by her creativity and effort. Watch
out Martha Stewart!

The New Year has started with a bang. Cookie
pre-order sales began January 1 and the girls have
been busy getting orders. For those of you who didn’t
order in advance, cookies will be for sale after the
Masses the weekend of February 22 and 23. Come
get your Thin Mint fix!

We also recently took a trip to Ft. Caroline
National Monument and the girls became Junior
Rangers. They explored Ribault Monument, the
museum and the fort to gather facts about our area’s
history. 

The Brownies will begin working on their
philanthropy badge. We have many activities planned
to continue stressing the importance of sharing our
time, talent and treasures. 

Don’t forget to stop by the table on February 22
and 23 to get some cookies!

Sacristan
Appreciation

By Jerry Blair

On Saturday evening, July 6, after the vigil Mass, Father Thanh
hosted an appreciation dinner in the rectory for the serving sacristans.
This was the first time, other than during training sessions, that we were
able to all be together at the same time. It was a time for us to visit,
socialize, and share “sacristan stories.” It was a special opportunity for me
as ministry head to thank the others for their time and dedication to our
ministry.

We enjoyed Father Thanh, Father Amar and Father Pawel sharing
some of their stories from before and early in their priesthood. We
especially liked Father Pawel’s story of being a sacristan at the age of
twelve and how big the church door key was. We had a lot of laughs
hearing George Barletta and John Morrissey share their “learning Latin
school days.” (I was impressed.) I am sure that Sister Nancy enjoyed this
as much as any one of us, probably thinking she was glad they were not
in her class.

We had an open discussion about our personal feelings and
satisfactions we receive from serving in our ministry. Father Pawel’s
words said it best - We are taking care of God’s house.

I would invite and encourage everyone who has not served in one of
our many ministries to look at the list in the parish bulletin and choose
one that you think you might enjoy. Inquire about it. I can assure you that
it is a satisfying honor and privilege you don’t want to miss.

Now for the best part. We were served a delicious Italian meal that
would make an Olive Garden chef envious, finished off with apple pie
and ice cream. All was prepared and served by Laurie Plotz, Kathy
Nichols and their talented help.

A BIG thank you to all from us sacristans.

A New Year
Submitted by Charm Saults

As we start on the path for a new year
There are things to remember:

We need to ask the Lord each day
To help us to have Patience and
Understanding of others.

To keep Faith, Hope, Joy, Happiness and Love
In our hearts to share with those we know.
Being strong, knowing he will be there 

in times of trouble
Remembering to acknowledge

the beauty around us
Knowing it is a gift from heaven above.
Let us be grateful for each new day

And say extra prayers
for those who need them.

Thank You Lord,
for being in our lives each day.

Amen.
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Science Fair Results

Grade Place Name
8 1 Rylee Schroder Regional Team  Scientific Excellence
8 2 Isabel Suazo Regional Team
8 3 Kobe Jones Regional Team
8 HM Katie McClellan Regional Team  Scientific Excellence
8 HM Amanda Urbizu Regional Team
8 HM Matthew Shashy Regional Team  Scientific Excellence
8 HM Jared Bowling Regional Team
8 HM Nicholas Taylor Regional Team
7 1 Blessing Essien Regional Team  Scientific Excellence
7 2 Marissa House Regional Team  Scientific Excellence
7 3 Kameryn Mallinson Regional Team
7 HM Malisa Sihachak Regional Team
7 HM Michael Winston
7 HM Megan Yates
7 HM Nikki Palomo
7 HM Victoria Reep
6 1 Corey Coster Regional Team  Scientific Excellence
6 2 Max Baldwin Regional Team
6 3 Lacey Taylor Regional Team
6 HM Kyle Hicks Regional Team  Scientific Excellence
6 HM Josh Hildreth Regional Team  Scientific Excellence
6 HM John Rukab Regional Team

Congratulations to the following students who placed in the Science
Fair, and to those going on to Regionals.

Bishop Kenny
Sydney Barrett
Angela Chan

Jeffrey Dela Cruz
Emily Duncan
Joshua Johnson

Christopher Luyando
Carolyn Morgan
Michael O’Connell

Elizabeth O’Malley
Chelsea Pollett
Andy Quach
Royce Reyes

Zachary Turchyn
David Williams
Kelly Wolfe

President’s Honor Roll

Principal’s Honor Roll
Shelby Asher
Colin Boyd

John Broekman
Nate Caron

Caryn Chinault
Brandon Diaz
Julia Eason

MaCayla Harrell
Gabriella Holbrook
Rachel House
Rebecca Jones
Cassidy Lewis

David Longenecker
Mathew Lynch
Donna Mahfouz
Kiana Mallinson
Brendan McClellan
Caroline McClellan
William Morgan

Gina Nguyen
Janel  Palomo
Jaelyn Reyes
Tristan Reyes

Alexandra Richer
Jennifer Saliba

Daniel Sanford Jr.
Christina Schmitt
Megan Schroder
Madison Shaw
Erica Stanfill
Erin Sullivan
Emily Tackett
Makenna Vance
Jennifer Vega
Katherine Wnuk
David Yarborough
Madison Yates

Janica Erin Zenarosa

by Sharon Shashy

Giving is in the air, and Christ the King School has a small group of
sixth graders wanting to make a difference in our community. Members
of SWAG recently collected food items for St. Vincent de Paul. With just
a small group they were able to collect two large baskets for
Thanksgiving and help with stocking the food pantry. During the monthly
school board meeting they did a slide show presentation and presented
Mr. Don Podany of St. Vincent de Paul with the items. His kind words
showed them that they are making a difference. The students are Lacey
Taylor, Lauren Shashy, Caroline Moneyhan and Gabriel Navarro. They
are spreading the word about how every person, even a child, can make a
difference in someone’s life. If each person can take a moment to give of
him/herself, she will see wonderful things happen in the community and
in the lives of others. It was well stated … “We never know what people
are going through, so be kind, give of yourself, and be the one who can
make a difference in this world.”

Each month, the group chooses a charity and they work to help in any
way they can. In December they made a presentation of toys to benefit
Toys for Tots.

The group is currently working on creating their own web site and
they have utilized their iPads for presentations. These sixth-grade
students meet during lunch once a week and discuss future charities and
their love of God.

We are truly proud of our sixth graders and how they embrace their
Catholic faith by performing corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

Students Who
Appreciate God (SWAG)

Country
Store

Friday, April 4
8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 5 
8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, April 6
8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

Vietnamese will have egg rolls all three
days of the sale.

The Knights of Columbus will have a
cookout on Saturday from 11:00 a.m.

until 2:00 p.m.

All three days a donation of two non-
perishable food items for St. Vincent

dePaul will be the admission.

Any questions please check with Charm in the
Religious Article Store or call 377-1299.
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by John Klinkenberg  

Our youth ministry program
encompasses both middle school
and high school youth. 

The high school program meets
almost every Sunday evening after
the 5:00 p.m. Mass. All high school
students are invited; our
environment is friendly, open and
welcoming. We focus all of our
programs on Christ and how we as
young Catholics live and influence
society today.

We have social, spiritual,
catechetical and service programs
available monthly.  We participate
in almost all the community
programs offered here at Christ the
King—-Marian processions,
Epiphany Dinners, special events
and dinners, school festivals,
Halloween parties and haunted
houses (hosted and designed by the
high school ministry). At the
Sunday evening youth Mass, we
are the Ushers, Gift Bearers,
Readers and Extra Ordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist. We are
active in the Diocesan youth rally,
March for Life St. Augustine and
the Eucharistic Congress. We

participate in national events like
the Steubenville Catholic Retreat in
Orlando and Souper Bowl of
Caring and an annual mission trip
to Kingston, Jamaica to work with
the Missionaries of the Poor.

We offer two retreats a year for
high school, one in the spring and
one in the fall. We meet on
Wednesday evenings as well for
our girls’ G.I.F.T. program
(growing in faith together) and our
boys’ Warriors club. These
programs focus on specific
instruction, events and group
sessions per gender. We tackle
issues that face our youth today,
whether it be how to live a chaste
life or proper music and social
media influence. We meet in the
youth room in the gym; entrance is
from the Morning Star school
parking lot.

Our middle school program
meets in the youth room twice a
month on Friday evenings, from 6-
8:30 p.m. This program is offered
for all 6th, 7th and 8th graders. We
utilize The Edge program offered
through Life Teen for this ministry.
The ministry focuses on our faith
and how to navigate through the

rough waters of life at this age.
Hands-on interactive evenings as
well as teaching nights and movie
opportunities are the basis of the
schedule. Our core members and
high school volunteer peer leaders
do a wonderful job with this
ministry. There is a year- end
retreat as well for this ministry.

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!

We have a serious need for
volunteers in all of our ministry
programs. FOOD is a large need for
us as you can imagine since we
feed the youth of each program at
every meeting. It is said that the
way to a man’s heart is through his
stomach... Well the way kids come
to learn about faith and Jesus starts
with food and finishes with the
Love of Christ!

We need nutritional Warriors,
people who cook or buy food for
us. Usually 20-30 youth per
meeting, Lobster and Steak are
always welcomed! (HAHA) We
usually have pasta, taco’s or pizza.
Simple food is always best.

We need help with
communication, whether it is in

website updating, social media,
bulletin or Courier announcements.
We need Core members, usually
college-age young adults with a
desire to give back. Adults help
with retreats, in the kitchen, putting
up decorations and all manner of
other things. Our retreats have a
reputation of having the best food
and best decorations for our retreat
themes. Our parents are a small
group of selfless dedicated men and
women. Without these Parents For
Life, retreats would not happen. 

The accompanying pictures
show some of our events:
Halloween party for youth, adult
retreat, going away party for Father
Thanh, and scooter ball in the gym.
I ask that when you read this article
and look at these pictures, ask
yourself if there is a way you can
help. Wendi and I are always
willing to sit and talk about your
role in this ministry. 

Pray for our youth, the youth of
the world and our church
leadership. Pray and ask God to
provide a clear answer to that
burning question in your heart:
How can I help, Lord? 

Youth Ministry at Christ the King

Youth Ministry Dates to Remember
February

February 8, Diocese Youth Rally, BSHS
February 21-23, High School Youth Retreat, Camp Cherry Lake

March
March 8, Day for Men VIII, Resurrection

March 21, Festival of Praise, Resurrection Catholic Church
March 28-29, Eucharistic Congress, Prime Osborne 

June
June 8, Senior Dinner/Appreciation night, Shirley David Hall 

June 24-30, Mission trip to Kingston, Jamaica 

July
July 11-13 Steubenville, Orlando

Look online at www.ctkcatholic.com for full calendar of events



by Ashley Anderson

This past weekend I embarked on a journey that took me farther than
I thought it would. I traveled with the other core members of our Youth
Ministry down to Starke, Florida where we met up with band members,
Parents for Life, and of course our youth ministers. The weekend was
filled with team building, group activities, food, fun and lots of love.
Father Blair led our team in ways we didn’t know were possible. We
grew not only as a church group but as a family.

The weekend started off with introductions and fun facts that helped
us to really get to know one another. Then we had prayer time and some
other time for reflection. The next day brought tears of joy during our
time for affirmations and sharing. We continued that day with Mass and
with fun team building exercises. After lunch we had time for reflections
and then, before we knew it we were singing around a bonfire and mak-
ing s’mores. One of the more fun moments from the retreat was the giant
pillow fight that took place around midnight on Saturday night… but
don’t worry, there were only minor injuries.

Sunday came and we ended our weekend with Mass and some canoe-
ing on the lake. The weekend was prayerful and spiritual but it was also
about the bond that we had and that we grew as a ministry. I couldn’t
have been or be more blessed than I am right now. We have a beautiful
group of people dedicated to helping our teens find and remain close to
Christ. I love these people with all my heart and they are always in my
prayers, as are our dedicated and generous parishioners who helped make
the weekend possible.
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Youth Ministry at Christ the King
Adult Retreat

by Emily Gonzalez

“Forget about all the reasons why something may not work. You
only need to find one good reason why it will.”

Being a part of parish ministry for almost all my life, I know how hard
some days can be. Maybe you did not receive the turnout you were hop-
ing for from the kids or a night just did not go well at all. Whatever it may
be, there are those days where you just want to stand up, close up shop,
and walk away. You are out of ideas, unsure of what to do next and at
times not even sure if you are making a difference in your kids’ lives.

However, this past weekend I was able to go on a retreat with fellow
leaders and be reminded of why I do what I do and why the previous
thinking is in fact untrue. Upon arriving at the retreat, I really only knew
everyone’s name and that we had worked together but not much more
than that. I was new to the group, and as a result was pretty nervous about
the retreat. However, upon arriving back at the church on Sunday night
this was no longer the case. The group of leaders that this church has at
Christ the King is without a doubt a godsend. They welcomed me with
open arms like Christ, and I feel so safe with them. I know it sounds
cheesy, but in all truthfulness the youth ministry at Christ the King is
something that should not be taken for granted and is something that will
grow and prosper in ways beyond our expectations. The love that you
feel, the roots that have been made in Christ and the realness of each and
every person is something that is very rare to find. And to know that I am
now a part of this group is completely breathtaking for me. This group is
full of people who don’t judge, people who have real life problems, and
people who love God beyond belief that they, like me, are willing to give
up “Sunday Funday” in order to spend countless hours planning and being
a part of high school youth ministry.

I look forward to seeing what God has in store for us, and I pray that
if you are a high school kid looking for a reason, for an answer, for a place
where you feel welcomed and belong, I can promise you that you will
find it here. 

Christ the King Council of Catholic Women
Calendar of Upcoming Events

March 15

Day for Women at Resurrection Church, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

March 20

Spring Deanery Dinner at Holy Spirit on Fort Caroline

March 28-29

Eucharistic Congress

April 12

All Saints Fashion Show

April 18

Good Friday Soup

April 24

Spring General Meeting/Installation of Officers

April 25-27
Convention in Gainesville, exact location to be announced

Religious Article Store
Time to stop in and buy some chances to win

prizes for the Easter Drawing

Chances are only 25 cents each.

Prizes:

Fruit Basket worth between $35.00 & $40.00

2 Gift Certificates for $20.00 each

2 Gift Certificates for $15.00 each

2 Gift Certificates for $10.00 each

There are specials throughout the store; come in and look around.

You can sign up to volunteer for the Country Store or the Coffee &

Donut Ministry.

Any questions just ask Charm or call 377-1299
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by Frank Becht PGK & Nick
Klepac

Knights of Columbus Council
4727 honored the Religious of our
parishes, Christ the King and
Resurrection, with a special Mass,
ceremony and dinner at Christ the
King at 6:30 p.m. on Friday,
February 7. Dinner and a special
program followed in the
Vietnamese Cultural Center.

Approximately 85 Knights and
family members were in
attendance, plus eight members of
the Resurrection Boys’ Choir and
our Squires. The honorees included
Father Steven Zehler, our Council
Chaplain; Father James Boddie,
Pastor of Christ the King; Fathers
Amar Nagothu and Pawel Duda,
Vicars of CTK; Father Lam
Nguyen, vicar of Blessed Trinity;
Deacon James Scott of CTK;
retired Deacon Staley Grenn of
Resurrection;  Sisters of St. Joseph,
Nancy Keane, Ann Kuhn,
Elizabeth Marie Stoup and Joan

Grace Gabbin; and Seminarian
Philip Timlin, who is in residence
at Resurrection. 

Grand Knight John
Klinkenberg made special
presentations to each honoree
thanking them for their service. He
then surprised the crowd by
announcing that Friday was Father
Steven’s birthday and called upon
the Boys’ Choir to sing happy
birthday to Father Steven; the
crowd gleefully joined in.

A delicious dinner consisting of
pork loin, rice, vegetable medley,
salad, buns, and cake was prepared
and served by Ray Christian, Zack
Dodge, Mike Sterna, Louie
O’Neal, Nick and Bernie Klepac,
Ralph Mosley, John Morrissey,
Mike Monlezun and the Squires.
Thanks to the K’Cees and other
Knights that provided setup,
decorations and cleanup.   

Pictures by Bill Coppedge and
Mike Monlezun.

The K of C Hosts 
Religious Appreciation Night


