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C o u r i e rC o u r i e r

by Frank Becht

Author’s Note: This information was provided by Mary Dang of the

Vietnamese Community.

This year the Christ the King Vietnamese Community had twelve

children receive the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist for the first time on

Sunday, June 7 at the 2:00 p.m. Mass at Christ the King Church. Father

Lam Nguyen was assisted by Deacon Peter Can Dang.

In early May, prior to receiving Holy Communion, the Vietnamese

children attended the retreat, along with forty-two children from Christ the King Parish.

After the Holy Mass, the children enjoyed a little party in the Vietnamese Cultural Center and stayed until the 5:00

p.m.  Mass to participate in the Corpus Christi Mass and procession celebrated by Bishop Estevez and the entire Christ

the King Community. After the procession, Bishop Estevez assisted in the picture-taking of the communicants. It was a

fun-filled day for the children and their parents.

Holy Communion Recipients

Quang Do, Lina Mai, Aiden Nguyen, Andre Nguyen, Deanna Nguyen, Jason Nguyen,

Justin Nguyen, Khan Han Nguyen, Taylor Nguyen, Thien An Nguyen,

Tyler Nguyen, Catarina Truong. 

Note- Lina Mai was unable to attend this session but she did participate

with Christ the King communicants on May 3.
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

August 15

Scripture does not give an account of Mary’s Assumption into heaven.
Nevertheless, Revelation 12 speaks of a woman who is caught up in the
battle between good and evil. Belief that Mary, without dying or shortly
after death, has been taken up into Heaven with her body and her soul has
been part of the teaching of the Catholic Church since the earliest
centuries of Christianity. That early Christians believed in Mary’s
Assumption is proven in the lack of her relics, empty tombs, the existence
of Transitus Mariae stories, and quotes from early Christians.

The Assumption became a feast day celebrated by the Church every
year on August 15. What it brings to mind is the height to which the
Church has elevated this special woman. The teaching that, at the end of
her earthly course, Mary was assumed into heavenly glory, body and soul,
was dogmatically defined by Pius XII on November 1, 1950, in
Munificentissimus Deus. More than 500,000 people were packed into
Saint Peter’s Square that day. Mary’s passage into heaven is called the
“Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary” (Assumptio Beatae Mariae
Virginis). 

The Assumption of Mary has two purposes. The first is that we
celebrate the happy departure of Mary from this physical life on earth.
The second purpose is the assumption of her body into heaven. We firmly
believe that from the first moment of her conception Mary was free of all
sin, including Original Sin, by a special favor of almighty God.  The
Archangel Gabriel recognized her as “full of grace,” “blessed among
women” and “one with the Lord.” Finally when she was 59 years old,
Mary died A.D. 48. She had enough time to say goodbye to all the
apostles before she died. The grieving apostles took her body to a tomb
near the one that Jesus was laid in. They covered her with a white shroud

and laid her to rest in the tomb. But
Mary’s body didn’t stay there. Jesus
came to her and took her body and
soul into heaven to be with Him.

We do not know for sure the
place or circumstances of the death
of Virgin Mary. One tradition attests
that she died in Jerusalem. Another
tradition points to the city of
Ephesus, where she is said to have
lived for a short time prior to her
death. The Bible does not inform us
about the circumstances of the death
of the mother of Jesus. The stories
about it took shape in the first
centuries after her death and focused
on three events: her deathbed (Dormition), Apostles took her body to a
tomb near Jesus, and her body being carried to heaven by angels.

PRAYER
O Divine Father, the Blessed Virgin was conceived pure in body in

order to carry Your Son in her womb, and when her life on earth ended,
You gave her a glorified body and raised her directly into heaven. I ask
her to pray for my attitudes regarding my physical health; may I
appreciate the body You gave me while overcoming the passions of the
flesh. Stop me from destroying this temple of the Holy Spirit through
laziness, harmful habits, addictions, and impurities, so that at my death
my own body will be better prepared to receive its heavenly reward. Holy
Mary, pray for me now and at the hour of my death. Amen.

Father Boddie Appointed to

USCCB National Advisory Council

Congratulations to Father James Boddie, Jr. for his

appointment as a Priest Member to Region XIV of

the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’

National Advisory Council (NAC). “This is a great

honor and distinction for Father Boddie and to our

presbyterate,” said Bishop Estevez.

Father Boddie is pastor of 

Christ the King Parish in

Jacksonville and the coordinator

of the Priest Personnel Board

for the diocese.

Rosary Procession

October is the month of the rosary.

Come join the parish community of

Christ the King

for the

Holy Rosary Procession and Mass

to honor Our Blessed Mother.

Saturday, October 3, at 7:45 a.m.

at the Grotto.



First order of business—-
Congratulations to Stepanie
Chinault and Victor Grant
Engelhardt on their recent marriage.
The staff of Christ the King Courier
and all the parishioners extend wish-
es and prayers for great joy to all the
family.

The vacation season is ending as I write, and the back-to-business sea-
son is upon us again. This issue of Courier definitely gave us fits. For
weeks we had no articles to work on and then—-Poof—-in they came.
Thank you to all our contributors. I hope that our readers find them as
interesting and relevant as I have done. 

As always, we have a number of articles that deal with religious or
parish topics. We also have several specifically spiritual ones. Mark
Wiechman has shared two prayers that he has written and Dennis
McLaughlin writes of dealing with struggles in his prayer life. Father
Xaviour  offers a lovely article about the Assumption of the Blessed
Mother—-what it means for each one of us and why it is so important for
us to have an understanding of this miraculous event. 

The youth of the parish were very active and their articles are the evi-
dence—-they produced a great murder mystery dinner for the parish, trav-
elled to Jamaica to work with the Missionaries of the Poor, and finally
participated in the Steubenville retreat in Orlando.  Read all about it. 

Finally, we don’t often re-run articles that we have previously pub-
lished, but in two cases we did in this issue. I had several people ask that
we repeat Suerat’s Story from 2013, just because it was so moving and so
real. The second instance was to clarify the article about Father
Kuhlman’s ordination and first Mass at Christ the King. The question to
be clarified was, “Who is Father Kuhlman?”  Father JoJo doesn’t work
now that he is ordained, but it was quite wonderful when he spent his year
before ordination with us  and was so involved in the parish and school.
Now the connection is clear.

I hope that you find the rest of the paper interesting and perhaps in one
or two instances downright inspiring. 
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Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-

tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the

Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct

quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,

if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not

capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

--------------

Editor’s 

Corner
On June 7, 2015, Solemnity of Corpus Christi,

Sister Grace Ford was received into the
Novitiate of the Sisters of St. Joseph of St.
Augustine, FL. Grace had entered the postu-
lancy at the Motherhouse on August 1, 2014;
with her adult children thriving on their own,
Grace was free to answer God’s call to con-
secrated life.

For the next two years she will be study-
ing Church and Congregational documents
more intensely and learning more about the

mission and Charism of the Sisters of St.
Joseph.

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Le Puy,
France, were invited by the first Bishop
of St. Augustine, Bishop Augustin
Verot in September 1866 to come and
educate and evangelize the thousands
of freed slaves after the Civil War.
Since those first eight Sisters arrived,
thousands of women have responded to
the charism of these Sisters of the
Diocese of St. Augustine:“Seized by
God’s love, we work in collaboration
with others to bring union and recon-
ciliation to our world, that all may be
one.” John 17:21

The Sisters of St. Joseph

Welcome

Grace Ford to the Novitiate

WJCT Public Broadcasting is
proud to present the incredible story
of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Saint
Augustine through an in-depth docu-
mentary chronicling the role they
played in the service to the citizens
of Florida in the 19th century. WJCT
President and CEO Michael Boylan
says, “The Sisters of St.
Joseph...Beyond The Call tells the

story of not only the Sisters of St. Joseph of Saint Augustine, but it also
parallels the history of Florida in the late 1800s and beyond.”

For 150 years the Sisters of St. Joseph have served the state of Florida;
from the panhandle to Miami and all places in between, thousands of
women have dedicated their lives to teaching, nursing and caring for their
“dear neighbors” in full response to their mission “Seized by God’s love,
we work in collaboration with others to bring union and reconciliation to
our world, ‘that all may be one.’ John 17:21”

“As this story unfolds, you will learn a great deal about the Sisters,
daughters of the Church, whose spirit, stamina, dedication and faith
enabled them to accomplish the unthinkable, and the unbelievable in the
midst of chaos and misery, often in decadent surroundings.” Said Sister
Thomas Joseph, SSJ from her book Beyond the Call, which is a history of
the Sisters as revealed through letters written by the early Sisters. “These
were women who spent themselves for the dear neighbor bringing about
“unity of neighbor with neighbor and neighbor with God!” and continue
to do so today.

The documentary is slated for a 2016 preview at the Flagler
Auditorium in St. Augustine and subsequent showing to the public and
release to public broad-
casting stations through-
out the state.

For additional informa-
tion contact:
Jeanette Ghioto, Mission
Advancement Director
Sisters of St. Joseph of St.
Augustine

Sisters of St. Joseph to be

Spotlighted on WJCT

Rosary Hike

and

Renewal of Marriage Vows

Join us for this FAMILY event to share our

faith, get a little exercise, and enjoy

camaraderie with our friends, family,

neighbors, and students at the

University of North Florida

To participate in the Marriage Vows renewal ceremony,

you and your spouse must have been married in the

Catholic Church - any questions please contact Deputy

Grand Knight Nick Klepac at 904-608-5135

Sponsored by Knights of Columbus 4727 and the UNF

Catholic Ospreys
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Information taken from:www.dosafl.com

On Sept. 8, 1565, a small band of Spaniards celebrated Mass on the
shores of North Florida in preparation for starting a settlement there. They
named their new home St. Augustine in honor of the saint on whose feast
day they sighted land. Thus the seeds of Catholicism were first sown in
what is known today as the United States and Canada.

St. Augustine is the site of the first permanent parish church – today
known as the Cathedral Basilica of Saint Augustine. The famed Santa Fe
Trail originated here. It was from here that Franciscan missionaries began
the trek North and West to proclaim the Good News – to evangelize! It
was here that the first schools and hospitals were established.

It wasn’t until March 11, 1870, that Florida, east of the Apalachicola
River, was designated as the Diocese of St. Augustine. The growth of the
church in Florida from this Mother Diocese to six additional dioceses and
more than 2 million Catholics is a significant part of the story of the
Catholic Church in the United States.

Today, the Diocese of St. Augustine embraces 17 counties throughout
northeast and north central Florida from the Gulf of Mexico to the
Atlantic Ocean, covering 11,032 square miles, and serving more than
172,000 registered Catholics in 61 parishes and missions.

Feast Day of Saint Augustine of Hippo - August 28
Cathedral Basilica, 38 Cathedral Place 
St. Augustine, FL 
During this Jubilee Year, the faithful of the Diocese of St. Augustine

as well as all visitors, are encouraged to make a pilgrimage to the See City
for the purpose of gaining a plenary indulgence. To obtain the plenary
indulgence visit the Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine on this day.

Mass - September 5 at 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Shrine of Our Lady of La Leche, 27 Ocean Avenue 
St. Augustine, FL 

The Mass will be in honor of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(normal feast day is Sept. 8) and will be in celebration of the founding of
St. Augustine and the beginning of evangelization in the U.S.

Historical Re-Enactment of the Landing of St. Augustine Founder,
Don Pedro Menéndez - September 8 at 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Mission Nombre de Dios, 27 Ocean Avenue 
St. Augustine, FL 
Grand Procession from Mission Nombre de Dios to the Cathedral

Basilica of St. Augustine - September 8 at 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.
Mission Nombre de Dios, 27 Ocean Avenue 
St. Augustine, FL 
Mass of Thanksgiving (Invitation Only) - September 8 at 11:00

a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Cathedral Basilica, 38 Cathedral Place 
St. Augustine, FL 
The principal celebrant will be Cardinal Sean O’Malley, OFM Cap.,

Archbishop of Boston.
Solemn Vespers with Cardinal Sean O’Malley - September 8 at

5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
Cathedral Basilica, 38 Cathedral Place 
St. Augustine, FL 
Principal celebrant will be Cardinal Sean O’Malley, Papal Legate and

Archbishop of Boston
Reception & Dinner Honoring the Irish and Spanish Missionaries

of the 20th Century (Invitation Only) - September 8 at 7:00 p.m. -
9:00 p.m.

Renaissance Hotel at World Golf Village, 500 S. Legacy Trail 
St. Augustine, FL 

by Mark Wiechman

Dear Lord Jesus, you freed us from our sins.

Please forgive me for my past sins and mistakes.

I do not ask for easier tasks or better times, 

I ask You for the strength to see what You would see,

to do what You would do, to love as You love. 

Fill me with Your Spirit that guided Your saints

in the past age and the present day.

Remind me that I am Your child, and that

every man and woman is Your child. 

Let me never forget that those furthest from the communion

of the church need our prayers the most,

because You are the Great Doctor, the Eternal Physician,

who heals all ills.

The healthy do not need a physician

as much as the sick and dying do. 

Help me to bring others to You, because I am not 

the sum of my sins and mistakes,

I am a child of God, 

and Your love will always be enough for me. 

Your Love is Enough
by Tony Marinucci

For those Catholic men and women who want to deepen their
relationship with Christ, Cursillo extends its invitation to participate in
the September 2015 weekend to be held at Camp St. John at Marywood,
St. Johns, Florida.

The weekend consists of time spent away from one’s everyday life for
the purpose of: a) self-examination, b) developing a deeper relationship
with Jesus Christ, c) group and private prayer, and d) private meditation,
in order to better understand that each one has been called to share God’s
love with others.

The program is conducted by a team of religious and lay persons who
present a series of topics including, but not limited to:

- The role of the lay person within the Church.

- Grace and the Sacraments and their meaning.

- The value of prayer and the study of God’s word and teaching.

- Development of leaders to bring Christ to others in the communities

in which we live: (home, church, work, neighborhood, city, state and

country).

There is no better way for attendees to reinforce their Catholic faith
and enjoy camaraderie with fellow Catholics than to participate in a great
and fulfilling experience of a Cursillo weekend that becomes a lifelong
journey, side by side, with the Lord.

Weekend Schedule:
September 17 - 20, 2015 (Men )
September 24 - 27, 2015 (Women )

For more details, contact: 
Anthony (Tony) Marinucci
Tele: 904-994-9123
Email: afmarinucci@comcast.net 

Cursillo
A Three-Day Weekend Course in

Christianity
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by Paul Ghiotto

This article is the second in a series about various buildings – present and
past – on the church grounds.

During the fall months of 1955 the new Christ the King School began
its first year on the second floor of Immaculate Conception Catholic
School in downtown Jacksonville while the Arlington campus was being
constructed. In January 1956 four classes of students proudly marched
into the first building to be opened on the new Christ the King Catholic
Church and School campus. Initial enrollment was 220 pupils.

Father W. Thomas Larkin was the church’s first pastor, arriving from
North Miami Beach in mid-1954. Sister Mary Ethelbert, SSJ, was the first
school principal. 

Richard Schlinkmann, head custodian, was assisted by stalwarts-
Rufus Hardy, Ed Wozniak, and Frank Miller. Ed and Frank were excellent
carpenters and their handiwork filled their shop with the whir of table
saws and a mound of sawdust.

Rufus Hardy is best remembered by my wife who, while she taught at
CTK for two years, provided her mother unlimited quantities of empty
one gallon pickle jars from the cafeteria. These jars were then filled with
her homemade wine, some of which somehow made it back into Rufus’s
possession.

The St. Francis of Assisi building was added to the original 1956 cam-
pus in January 1959. For eleven years it was a single story building and
was referred to back then as the “low” building, as compared with the
main building which, with two stories, was the “high” building. (Hey,
when you are in 5th grade one doesn’t get involved in naming buildings
fancy names!) When Father Larkin, later Bishop Larkin, built the “low”
building he had the foresight to make the roof structurally ready to have a
second floor added in 1980. This project began when Father Baker was
pastor and ended with Father McDermott as pastor. 

The now “not so low” building had a single-story addition added to its
west side in 1990 (thereby assuming the title of the “back building.”)

Being one of the “big kids” I never had any classes in the “low” build-
ing. My younger brothers and sister did, however, as well as years later
my daughter and son. To us older students the “low” school was much like
the back 40 on a ranch – out of sight and mind.

I finally served time in the “low” school when, in the fall of 1969 I
coached the boys’ basketball team to a 16-2 regular season record while
also serving as a part-time physical education aide. 

In 1969 the “physical education” office for the school was in this
building’s first floor at its west end and consisted of a simple desk and
chair, a bulletin board, and cardboard boxes filled with all types of sports
equipment. My place on the staff was taken in January 1970 by John
Sharpe after I decided I needed more time for college studies. Ironically,
I had first met John back in 1959 when I and other classmates attended his
wedding to my then fifth grade teacher, Miss Gannon!

My wife of 43 years now, Hazel, came to Christ the King School as
coach of the girls cheerleading team and also part-time physical education
instructor beginning in September 1970. She thought she recognized a
classmate at JU in the only picture taken of me coaching the team which
was posted on the office bulletin board. John Sharpe told her my name
and assured her I did indeed attend JU. The next time we had the Latin
America History class together she approached me afterwards and intro-
duced herself as the new part-time girls PE teacher at CTK. We started
talking with each other and haven’t stopped since! The “low” school had
bred a romance!

I asked Marge Jackins, who taught school at Christ the King School
for thirty-one years beginning way back in 1980, to write an account of
her memories as a teacher. Most of her years were spent in the former
“low” building as a Kindergarten teacher though she also taught second
and third grade for a spell.

In my 31 years of teaching at CTKS I received many blessings
and a multitude of memories-so I could write for years but I won’t.
I taught Kindergarten for about 26 years and second and third for
the remainder. The biggest blessing for me was to be in a Christian
environment - reminders of God, our Savior, and the church were
visibly all around me - and, of course, the Holy Spirit was sitting
on my holy shoulder. Number two on the blessing list was the
parishioners. Almost all of those I came in contact with welcomed
me with open arms and offered to help me help my children in
any way possible.

I would never be able to list all the special memories about my
years at CTKS but a few stand out in my mind. During my second
year I taught second grade. In order to continue my concentration
on reading, which I did and still do consider the most important
subject, I provided the children with supplemental readers (in
addition to main readers or basal readers) which were to be uti-

lized in every spare moment other than direct teaching time. The
children were to keep these two or three extra books in their desk
for convenience. One of the students went a little overboard and
had books stuffed in right and left to the point of overflowing-
actually 30 books to be exact. We ended up putting his desk out of
the way and close to a divider because everyone was tripping over
the multitude of books which ended up on the floor. One of my
beautiful students--lovely inside and out--took it upon herself to
get a cardboard box and organize all the books. What a caretaker
that sweet Kim Woods was and I am sure still is. Because of her,
no one broke his leg on the “Student’s Box” that year.

Another memory I would be remiss not to mention is our
beloved “kindergarten tree.” There was a beautiful little dogwood
tree at the end of Shirley David Hall. Kindergarten class was
always last to leave Mass since we sometimes had to be reminded
of our reverent behavior walking back to class. No walk back was
complete without stopping by “our tree” to greet it chorally. I
would use this as a weekly teaching moment to notice how our lit-
tle tree looked-great to teach botany-with new vocabulary words
incorporated. When spring appeared it was the most exciting time
of the year for our treethe beautiful cross-shaped blossoms with
red on the tips (symbolic of Jesus’s blood shed for us) - also the
circular tuft in the center (the crown of thorns) - its beauty was
majestic - just like our King. Finally, one day, years later one of
our maintenance people came to me to ask permission to cut down
“our tree.” It was way past its prime and could have been a hazard
unless removed. It was with great sadness that I nodded my head
affirmatively. I was promised a comparable replacement –but you
guessed it - nothing was ever done to replace “our tree.”

Finally, I remember how helpful many of the children’s par-
ents always were when my classroom needed something. A group
led by Heather Edmonds came in once and painted my entire
classroom over the course of one weekend. What a pleasant sur-
prise!

This is really where I will stop. The photo was from my third
year at CTK in the spring of 1980. If you can’t tell, my eyes are
closed. I was praying that everyone would stand still long enough
to get our picture taken!
Thanks for the memories-
Marge Jackins

Those are some great memories. No doubt, there are thousands of
great and not so great memories of this building that students, teachers,
staff, and parents have told to co-workers, friends, and family members.
If the walls could talk, listeners would indeed hear long time teachers such
as Lennon, Smith, Jackins, Wheeler, Guzzone, Owens, Haley, Enda,

McGovern, Fowler,
Thurson, Lotz, Sasser,
Goodbread, and many,
many others providing
students with minds full
of mush, life lessons
that have carried their
students far.

Ah, yes. We were
students once – and
young.

(Ed. Note: Next edition

– the church/cafeteria!) 

The “St. Francis of Assisi Building”

- Christ the King Catholic School’s “Low Building”



by Mark Wiechman

Dear Lord, You have made me, the good and the lesser parts.

Let me surrender completely to You

For then I will love You perfectly.

Everything I know, feel, think, and love is Yours.

Help me lose my fear and insecurity

And in their place let there be only courage and love.

Take away my despair and loneliness

And in their place let there be only hope and joy.

Instead of seeing only the flaws in myself and others

Let me see the beauty in all things

Give me self-confidence that You have made me

Exactly as You want me to be

And that You count my every step

Along the path that You have placed before me

May my greed, envy, and covetousness

Fade in the glow of all Your creation that is before me.

Let my hatred, anger, and pain

Become wisdom, patience, and understanding.

May all that is worldly in me collapse and wash away

So that I may truly be in Your image

And the songs You have given me

Will play only for You

Let me give You all that I am, Lord

For You are my first and greatest love

Our last and best hope

You are truly my Father, my Brother, and my Spirit

There is no other God but You

Let me never love another 

And let nothing ever come between us

For You are all we have

And all that any creature could ever want

As Your apostle Peter proclaimed so long ago, 

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of everlasting life.

Amen
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Three Trees

by Dennis McLaughlin

After reading an article about Flannery O’Conner (“Far Away from
God,” America, July 6, 2015), I feel I am not so alone in my practice as a
praying Catholic. Flannery’s honesty is joyful in her admission of not
understanding her ability to define just how she prays to God.   She
describes her feelings of God and the word, and her feelings lost in the
process of submission to God. But she views her desire to be a successful,
admired writer as being in conflict with a meaningful faith in the form of
prayer.  She is left with feelings of guilt in her choices.  Later in life, she
resorted to music to find a method, in the formation of three well-defined
notes, which emotionally attached identity and attention to her prayer.

Acknowledging the centrality of God in my 80 years of life, and in a
profession devoted to housing those who pray the Eucharist, I realize,
frustratingly, that my prayers, meant for the creator of our world, drift out
softly, bereft of feeling and depth, into history.  In much the same way,
Flannery describes her long frustration to define the process of her prayer,
with which I agree.

As a designer of churches, the process of design must include the
gathering of physical data about the building site, appropriate
construction techniques and the feelings and wishes of the community
who will worship in the space. Often the design concept comes a long
time later in a “Moment of Fit”; an experience possessed of a great sense
of discovery and success, “assembling every bit of data together.” This is
a physical design that “works.” It is much the same as the emotional
response Flannery experienced after putting together her “words that
work.” She would then attempt to recapture the emotion, however, with
small success and great frustration.  

But I have come to wonder if such distinct definition is necessary.  My
own joy now comes with Holy Communion. With a wafer of bread in my
mouth, and while softening and dissolving, together with the Eucharistic
community, I ask Jesus to bring spiritual nutrition to my soul and strength
of faith to my life and value to my actions, so that I may convey those
feelings to all those with whom I share my life.  

Far Away From God

Submitted by Paul Ghiotto

Once there were three trees on a hill in the
woods. They were discussing their hopes and
dreams when the first tree said, “Someday I
hope to be a treasure chest. I could be filled with
gold, silver and precious gems. I could be
decorated with intricate carving and everyone
would see my beauty.”

Then the second tree said, “Someday I will
be a mighty ship. I will take kings and queens
across the waters and sail to the corners of the
world. Everyone will feel safe in me because of
the strength of my hull.”

Finally, the third tree said, “I want to grow to
be the tallest and straightest tree in the forest.
People will see me on top of the hill and look up
to my branches, and think of the heavens and
God and how close to them I am reaching. I will
be the greatest tree of all time and people will
always remember me.”

After a few years of praying that their
dreams would come true, a group of woodsmen
came upon the trees. When one came to the first
tree he said, “This looks like a strong tree, I
think I should be able to sell the wood to a
carpenter,” and he began cutting it down. The
tree was happy, because he knew that the
carpenter would make him into a treasure chest.

At the second tree the woodsman said, “This
looks like a strong tree I should be able to sell it
to the shipyard.” The second tree was happy
because he knew he was on his way to becoming
a mighty ship.

When the woodsmen came upon the third
tree, the tree was frightened, because he knew
that if they cut him down his dreams would not
come true. One of the woodsmen said, ‘I don’t
need anything special from my tree, I’ll take this
one,’ and he cut it down.

When the first tree arrived at the carpenters,
he was made into a feed box for animals. He was
then placed in a barn and filled with hay. This
was not at all what he had prayed for.

The second tree was cut and made into a
small fishing boat. His dreams of being a mighty
ship and carrying kings had come to an end.

The third tree was cut into large pieces, and
left alone in the dark.

The years went by, and the trees forgot about
their dreams.

Then one day, a man and woman came to the
barn. She gave birth and they placed the baby in
the hay in the feed box that was made from the
first tree. The man wished that he could have
made a crib for the baby, but this manger would
have to do. The tree could feel the importance of
this event and knew that it had held the greatest
treasure of all time.

Years later, a group of men got into the
fishing boat made from the second tree. One of
them was tired and went to sleep. While they
were out on the water, a great storm arose and
the tree didn’t think it was strong enough to
keep the men safe. The men woke the sleeping
man, and He stood and said ‘Peace’ and the
storm stopped. At this time, the tree knew that it
had carried the King of Kings in its boat.

Finally, someone came and got the third tree.
It was carried through the streets as the people
mocked the man who was carrying it. When
they came to a stop, the man was nailed to the
tree and raised in the air to die at the top of a hill.
When Sunday came, the tree came to realize that
it was strong enough to stand at the top of the
hill and be as close to God as was possible,
because Jesus had been crucified on it.

The moral of this story is that when things
don’t seem to be going your way, always know
that God has a plan for you. If you place your
trust in Him, God will give you great gifts.

The trees got what they wanted, just not in
the way they had imagined.

We don’t always know what God’s plans are
for us. We just know that His ways are not our
ways, but His ways are always best.

May your day be blessed. And until we meet
again, may God cradle you in the palm of His
hand. 

Prayer for Surrender

Fruit Basket worth $40.00
Rosary worth up to $35.00
Statue worth up to $30.00

Book worth up to $25.00
CD or DVD worth $19.95
3D Plaque of your choice $9.95

Drawing will be November 22 

Religious Article Store

Don’t miss the Autumn drawing.  Chances are .25 each



by Lucille Guzzone

I have always been an avid
reader. But the older I get, the more
I realize how much I do not know.
I am a fan of fiction; it has always
been my favorite genre. There is
nothing like a good novel to take
one on an adventure of the mind.
Even though the story itself is gen-
erally not factual, it presents so
much information in its back-
ground to make one want to discov-
er more about its setting, both the
time and the place. 

So, because I am a part of our
parish’s five year plan in the area of
education, in addition to my regular
reading habits, I decided to take a
look at books about religion and
beliefs other than our own. I have
always been curious about the
Jewish roots in Christianity. So, I
went to the library to do some dig-
ging. My goal was to pick up infor-
mation about Judaism, but while I
was perusing the shelves, I noticed
quite a few books about various
religions of the world. I checked
out the material, took them home,
and began reading.

The information was over-
whelming. Even though
Christianity and Islam have the
most followers, there are so many
other beliefs scattered throughout

the world. In addition to the
Abrahamic Faiths to which Islam,
Judaism and Christianity belong,
there is a group of other lesser
known beliefs called Vedic. These
do not rely on the words of
prophets as found in our Bible and
in the Koran. They rely on one’s
quest for enlightenment in one’s
life, and not always from a supreme
being but from a never ending uni-
verse of which mankind is a part.
Faiths such as Hinduism, Jainism,
Sikhism, Shintoism and Taoism are
geographically located. They are
not universal, and they are not all
open to all peoples. They have their
history and traditions, but they are
closely tied to the culture and ways
of life of their specific followers.

So far my knowledge of these
other religions is still very meager,
but I have enough awareness to
realize that we Catholic Christians
are truly blessed with a faith that
gives us  grace to live our lives with
a strong  moral conviction and a
hope for an everlasting life with
almighty God. It is a universal
faith, not confined to geographical
boundaries. Its history is factual,
dating back to Jesus Christ and His
Apostles. It is a faith of love of
community and church, and it
never fails as long as one continues
to believe.
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Summer Reading

by Alfred J. Martin

About 11:30 a.m. on Saturday,
June 13, a group of Christ the King
parishioners gathered on the side-
walk facing Arlington Road. Their
intent was to have a Rosary Rally
demonstration aligning with their

support for God’s Marriage.
Lasting about forty minutes, the
parish community engaged with
hymns and prayer, officially begin-
ning at 12:00 noon. Of note is the
fact that fifteen souls braved 95
degree heat to show their prefer-
ence for the definition of God’s
Marriage, while holding a Marriage
Banner near the busy intersection.
The banner was supplied by
“America Needs Fatima”

Foundation, an entity sponsoring
Rosary Rallies throughout the
United States. The banner’s mes-
sage was simple but profound:
“God’s Marriage = 1 Man + 1
Woman.” Additionally, two large-
lettered signs reading: “ONE MOM
+ ONE DAD” and “HONK for

Traditional Marriage”
were displayed on the
windshield of a parked
auto for viewing by all
those passing by.
Honking horns and wav-
ing hands added much
excitement. Why all the
commotion?

The Supreme Court
justices of the United
States judicial system
were having an intense
national debate about the
subject of what consti-

tutes true marriage. The Traditional
Marriage definition of one man and
one woman was being challenged
by same-sex marriage opponents.
Those believing in the Traditional
Marriage definition were able to
put on 2,125 Rosary Rallies in town
squares at 12:00 noon on the same
day across the United States and as
far away as New Zealand. We know
that our prayers and actions will be
answered because Christ said so in

our Holy Bible: “Ask…, Seek…,
Knock…,” “Receive…, Find…,
Open…” Matt 7:7-8.

Our Lady of Fatima told Sister
Lucia, “In the end, my Immaculate
Heart will triumph!”

At the time of the composition
of this written article, the justices of
the Supreme Court of the United
States have voted to allow the mar-
riage of same-sex couples, thus
changing the definition of marriage
to include same sex instead of one
man and one woman. Their deci-

sion does not change God’s defini-
tion – marriage is between one man
and one woman.

No state or federal law will
change truth. If America is to be
saved from disaster, her people
must step up their efforts to follow
the Virgin Mary’s peace plan given
to Sister Lucia and demonstrate this
by changing their lives accordingly.
Do you really mean it when you say
or sing “God bless America?” If
you do, join the October 10, 2015,
Rosary Rally!

Rosary Rally

by Carol-Ann Black

Today’s gospel (July 12),
according to Mark, spoke of Jesus
telling his disciples to sell and give
away all their possessions, to take
no money, no extra garments, but
go two by two to share Jesus’
teachings. This reading immediate-
ly brought to mind a book that I had
nearly finished and must finish
before meeting up with my family
on vacation in two weeks’ time.
(Last year, my daughters decided
that we should read something in
common and then share our
impressions when we got together.
That book was Knocking on
Heaven’s Door, by Lisa Randall,
which covered end-of-life issues
with regard to one’s family oldies.)
So this year’s book is The Man
Who Quit Money, by Mark
Sundeen. 

In 2000, Daniel Suelo gave
away his life savings. And began to
live. So says the cover of the book
and I groaned - a nut case for sure;
what possessed Kathy to choose
this. Well, indeed Daniel Suelo is a
bit of a nut, but following his
adventure was a fascinating trip
through hyper-conservative
Evangelical faith and lifestyle; eco-
logical concerns for the fate of the
planet; sixties hippie living; and
true religious search for a meaning-
ful life. 

Early on in his life he rebelled
against the rigid perspective of his
Evangelical family and at the same
time became disenchanted with our
modern lifestyle of making more
money to buy more things to buy
bigger houses to hold all those
things. Obviously money was the
source of the problem. It took him
more than fifteen years to finally
leave his last thirty dollars in a
phone booth for someone else who
might have use of it. During that
time he finished college; did mis-

sionary work in South America;
volunteered at every conceivable
sort of  inner-city rehab center;
lived out in the Moab Desert;
camped out for over a month in
Gainesville, at the University of
Florida, before he was discovered
and made to move on. He spent a
summer in Alaska and then headed
for India. First he spent several
months in Thailand, where he lived
for a time in a Buddhist monastery
and once in India became com-
pletely disillusioned with the peo-
ple he met. Off again, this time to
Tibet. 

Back in America Suelo was
finally able to completely commit
to his no-money existence, which
he continues today. He is always
ready and happy to discuss and
expound his theories on life, and
always allows for other perspec-
tives. I believe that he lives as well
and happily as he does because he
is open to other people and enjoys
challenging their philosophies.
People like him and invite him into
their homes and into their lives. He
values his many friends and his
family. And I believe that his
friendliness and kindness to others
is what makes him “normal” -
almost. His constant introspection
about why he or others behave in
one way or another would make me
a little crazy - a lot crazy. (I have
discovered that this is just one of
my personal quirks. In a current
reading adventure, I find the
author’s constant introspection and
dissection of his own motives for
every thought and belief he has, is
almost maddening.  You made a
good choice. Enjoy it. Get on with
life.)

I would not have chosen this
book on my own, but it was
“required” reading. I enjoyed it
immensely and would recommend
it.

Book Review
The Man Who Quit Money

by Mark Sundeen
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The 13th Bi-Annual Vietnamese-American Catechetical Conference
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, June 19 to June 21, 2015

By Chuong Huynh

The catechetical conference is organized bi-annually in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, and it is a unique occasion for the catechists to be catechized
from the experienced instructors. Our deacon, Peter Dang, sent out
invitations thinking that he might get a small group to participate because
it was to be held during working days and some of us might not be able
to take time off. But, to his surprise, fifteen catechists answered his call.
The majority of us had never attended any catechetical conferences and
we didn’t know what to expect. Some were looking for methods on how
to teach our children better; others wanted to learn more about the
scriptures to deepen their faith so that they could communicate better with
their children. Among the catechists, we had two young adults who
represent the next generation catechists in our Vietnamese-American
community. They are young and will hopefully continue our work when

the older catechists retire.
The conference started on Friday

evening and ended on Sunday. We
flew out together to Baton Rouge on
Friday morning. The flight was quiet
and we arrived safely. Unfortunately,
one of our members did not have her
luggage, but it was on a later flight
so she received it that evening. Other
groups had arrived at New Orleans
airport.

On our way to Baton Rouge, we
were planning to go someplace to

have lunch before heading to the conference at the St. Anthony of Padua
and Le van Phung parish. To our surprise, the organizer had a person
waiting for us at the airport and transported us in three big SUVs to the
conference to have lunch. 

The food was prepared by real chefs, who were volunteers and they
came from all different states to serve us and the Lord. Our first culinary
contact with the organizers was sublime. Other groups had arrived earlier
and already had their lunch. Later, we learned that the logistic support
group was composed of 100 persons, all volunteers who had utilized their
own resources to support the conference.

At this year’s conference, our Christ the King group was ranked
second in number of participants. The one from Ontario, Canada, had 17
members. According to the organizers, the number of participants was not
as large as other years. This year there were about two hundred plus due
to a bigger event that will be taking place in September, the visit of our
beloved Pope.

After the good lunch, we checked in the room. We found that the room
was huge, for ten to fifteen occupants, and furnished with thin mattresses,
which served as beds, laid on the bare floor. Some of us did not bring our
own bed sheets, so we had to rush out to get sheets. Some of us could not
sleep due to being in a strange place and loud snoring, nightmare
screaming and teeth clenching to name a few of the distractions. It
brought back memories for some of us, who were in the military and had
to spend nights in a big barracks.

Finally at 3:00 p.m. on Friday came the opening ceremony, and we
were so excited to see how things were rolled out. The inauguration
ceremony happened in the parish chapel under the close watch of our

Lord. A little bit of history about the previous twelve conferences was
presented. We all were surprised how far they had come in the
organization of each bi-annual conference. Once the previous conference
was over, they took some months of rest and the next one was planned
over the next year and a half. The conference was planned well, from each

topic to the smallest
details of logistics,
from schedule to
lodging as well as
transportation for the
participants. We
ended the opening
ceremony with
prayers and we could
say that the choir and
its music was one of
the best we’ve heard. 

After that, we
were divided into
small working groups.

After our group dinner, we tackled the first big topic of the conference:
Experience the Joy of the Gospel. The food was good and it gave us
strength to keep going on our first day.

The topic of this 13th conference was the Joy of the Gospel. The sub-
topics were: Jesus, Our Lord, is the Source of the Joy; How to Encounter
Him; Sharing the Joy of the Good News; and the Challenges of Sharing
the Joy of the Gospel. The conference was bilingual; some parts were
done in English and most parts were in Vietnamese. For young catechists,
born and raised in the U.S., it represented some challenges since religion
has its own terminology, but, fortunately, the organizers already thought
about it and provided us with bilingual documents for almost all of the
workshops and presentations.

In his introduction, Father Viet Hung, the conference director,
explained that at the Last Supper, our Lord prayed “that they may share
my joy completely.” The Joy of the Gospel is the title of Pope Francis’
Apostolic Exhortation to the faithful.

The keynote speaker for this conference was Reverend Nguyễn Công
Đoan, SJ, Director, Pontifical Biblical Institute, Jerusalem. He delivered
two talks. The Joy of (having) God-with-Us (Matthew), and The Joy of
Being Saved (Luke). On the remaining days we were to pick three of the
following workshops:

1. Teaching the Joy of the Gospel in the Old Testament 
2. Mary: The Model Bearer of the Joy of the Gospel
3. The Joy of the Gospel for the Christian Family and Modern World
4. Challenges in Sharing the Joy of the Gospel
5. The Joy of Sharing the Good News (Acts)
6. Sharing the Joy of the Gospel in Vietnamese Folktales 
7. The Activities in the Classroom
8. Lesson Planning and Teaching 

It was so much information in such a short period for us to consume,
and think over, and bring back to teach our children. We think that the
organizers had done their job. It is now for us to do our job to bring it back
to our children and help them learn the faith and may the Holy Spirit help
us in our task since it is not an easy one.

Vietnamese-American

Catechetical Conference

Religious Education for Children
by Lucille Guzzone

Passing on the Faith to our children is one of the most important goals of any parish. Since many of our little members do not attend our Catholic
school, Religious Education for Children becomes a vital and necessary ministry needed to attain that objective.

The program boasts qualified and caring catechists, serving the needs of students in grades one through eight. In addition to using textbook
materials in class, the children are involved in hands-on activities, projects, devotion and prayer. Teachers work closely with school faculty in the
planning of various lessons.

These public school children are in the constant company of non-Catholic classmates on a daily basis. Realizing this, the program instills in them
a true love and an everlasting dedication to their Faith.

If this applies to your family, please do not fail to enroll your children.
Any questions and concerns may be directed to Lucille Guzzone, DRE, through our Christ the King web site or by calling the rectory.
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Submitted by Carol-Ann Black

This amazing program is coming to Christ the King in early autumn and everyone over 19 years is invited to attend. The CRHP weekend is for
you if you are wanting to connect with other parishioners hoping to gain a deeper sense of purpose and fellowship within our parish community; if
you are searching for spiritual renewal; if you are hoping to shift gears in your personal and family life. 

So—-what happens in this CRHP weekend?  Each CRHP team is made up of a parish priest and men or women who have attended previous week-
ends. Together, participants and leaders share examples of how they have found meaning, hope, and the love of Christ in their lives, even in the most
dire of circumstances. All discussions are held in confidence, so that you can feel free to share as much or as little as suits you.

The Renewal Weekend is an overnight retreat that begins on Saturday at 8:00 a.m. and ends Sunday afternoon around 4:00 p.m.  Weekends take
place at our own parish.  No travel required. A registration fee of $25 is requested, but scholarships can be arranged.

The weekend can be taken as a one-time renewal experience, with no further commitments. However, many participants opt to be members of the
next team. Christ the King is calling all of its parishioners to renewal. We need to grow in our love for the Lord and for one another, building our spir-
ituality and developing our parish into a vibrant, loving faith community. 

Make your plans now to join the CHRP event.  You will be glad you did. 

Christ Renews His Parish

by Ellin Iselin 

It is rare to find any historical evidence for the work of women in the
Middle Ages. Notable exceptions are Isabella La Catolica (Queen Isabella
of Spain), Joan of Arc, and Hildegard von (of) Bingen. Hildegard would
be formerly declared a saint by the Catholic Church in 2012 because of

her devotion to monas-
tic life, mysticism and
music. 

Hildegard was
born around 1098 in
the Rheinland area of
Alzey, which is not far
from Frankfurt in pres-
ent-day Germany. Her
parents were of the
lower nobility, and
they dedicated the
weak and sickly
Hildegard to God’s
service.  At about age
eight, Hildegard was
placed in the custody
of a woman named
Jutta, a recluse and

known visionary. Their cloistered life in the Benedictine Monastery of St.
Disibodenberg would prove fruitful for both Jutta and Hildegard; the for-
mer became magistra (Prioress) in the community and the latter learned
reading and Latin Psalm singing. While Hildegard never discovered the
art of writing according to some sources, she was respected enough to
succeed Mother Jutta when she died in 1136.   

Hildegard’s journey into mysticism was undoubtedly influenced by
Jutta. Although female mystics date from antiquity, Hildegard is regarded
with esteem due to her Christian faith and influence in the humanities.
While most Medieval literature is instructional, mystic prose centers on
an individual’s intuition and relationship to God with usually vivid
imagery. For Hildegard, those visions often involved light.

The giftedness of Hildegard is all the more evident when one consid-
ers that if she could not technically write, she nonetheless composed
among the most important works of the Western Tradition such as the
morality play Ordo virtutum (Play of Virtues), a dialogue between virtue
and vice. Produced in the form of pageants, morality plays (complete with
an elaborate musical score) were a popular form of entertainment in the
Middle Ages.

In May 2012, Pope Benedict XVI proclaimed Hildegard von Bingen
a saint by “equivalent canonization,” a process by which a papal decree
can officially recognize an important person in the Church as a saint.
Usually these canonizations venerate someone who has been celebrated as
a saint by tradition for centuries, but for whom the formal procedure was
never completed. Of Hildegard von Bingen, Pope Benedict XVI said in
his General Audience in 2010: 

…we already see that theology too can receive a special contribu-
tion from women because they are able to talk about God and the
mysteries of faith using their own particular intelligence and sen-
sitivity. I therefore encourage all those who carry out this service
to do it with a profound ecclesial spirit, nourishing their own
reflection with prayer and looking to the great riches, not yet fully
explored, of the medieval mystic tradition, especially that repre-
sented by luminous models such as Hildegard of Bingen.

With his acknowledgment of his fellow German, Pope Benedict XVI
set the stage for the proclamation of Hildegard von Bingen, one of the
most notable females of the Middle Ages, as a Doctor of the Church.
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by Martin Ibeh (Seminarian)

The New Evangelization:
A Reflection On The Heart of
the Message of Evangelii
Gaudium (The Gospel of Joy)

In order that we may have a
better picture of where the Holy
Father is leading the Church for the
New Evangelization, it may be
pertinent to pause a little to ponder
the Pope’s own words a few days
prior to his election to the papacy in
March 2013. Thanks to the Vatican
Radio, we have an “unofficial
translation” of the address of the
then Cardinal Jorge Mario
Bergoglio before the Conclave that
saw him as the Bishop of Rome. In
his Manifesto, Cardinal Bergoglio
laid out the needs of the Church for
the New Evangelization.

Evangelizing pre-
supposes a desire in the
Church to come out of
herself. The Church is
called to come out of herself
and to go to the peripheries,
not only geographically, but
also the existential
peripheries: the mystery of
sin, of pain, of injustice, of
ignorance and indifference
to religion, of intellectual
currents, and of all misery.

When the Church does
not come out of herself to
evangelize, she becomes
self-referential and then
gets sick [...] The evils that,
over time, happen in
ecclesial institutions have
their root in self-
referentiality and a kind of
theological narcissis[m].

When the Church is self-
referential, inadvertently,
she believes she has her
own light; she ceases to be
the mysterium lunae and
gives way to that very
serious evil, spiritual
worldliness [...] It lives to
give glory only to one
another [...] there are two
images of the Church: the
Church which evangelizes
and comes out of herself
[...] and the worldly
Church, living within
herself, of herself, for
herself. This should shed
light on the possible
changes and reforms which
must be done for the
salvation of souls.

Thinking of the next
Pope: He must be a man
who, from the
contemplation and
adoration of Jesus Christ,
helps the Church to go out
to the existential
peripheries, that helps her
to be the fruitful mother,
who gains life from the
sweet and comforting joy of
evangelizing.

Having heard Cardinal
Bergoglio’s Manifesto, the
Cardinal Electors were moved by
the Holy Spirit to choose him as the
successor of the Apostle Peter, who
would navigate the bark of the
Church, leading her “to the
existential peripheries.” Being a
man of action, the Holy Father is
passionately right about the task of
the New Evangelization to
transform the Church as he
envisioned.  Truly, Pope Francis is
showing us how to love in Christ,
how to evangelize with joy by
reaching out to the poor, the sick
and the outcast. Significantly
adopting the name of Francis of
Assisi, the Holy Father has
followed closely the virtues of his
patron saint, who was a man of
deep humility, charity and apparent
simplicity. As we are aware, St.
Francis of Assisi felt charged with
the task of rebuilding the Church.
Pope Francis is today reforming the
Church, advocating for “a Church
that is poor and for the poor!” and
revolution of charity and
tenderness.  He announces the
Gospel, for the most part, by the
witness of his life. He is not at
home with pomp. St. Francis’
frequently quoted maxim holds true
for the life of the Holy Father:
“Always preach the Gospel and if
necessary use words!” On our
evangelizing apostolate, we have
met some persons who said to us,
“I’m not a Catholic, but I love your
Pope Francis. He has a heart of
Chris[t].”

Nevertheless, some Catholics
have been jolted by the Pope’s
stinging statements on a number of
occasions. I highlight here some of
his tough, challenging statements
as contained in Evangelii Gaudium:
Excessive centralization of the
Church’s bureaucracy which
complicates the Church’s life and
her missionary outreach (32);
abandoning the complacent attitude
that says, “we have always done it
this way” (33); Pastoral ministry
obsessed with the disjointed
transmission of a multitude of
doctrines to be insistently imposed
(35); not being afraid to re-examine
certain customs not directly
connected to the heart of the
Gospel (43); preferring a Church
which is bruised, hurting and dirty
from being out on the streets, rather
than a sick one due to confinement
and sticking to its own security
(49); Not wanting a church
concerned with being at the center,
ending up being trapped in a web of
obsessions and procedures (49);
Being moved by the fear of
remaining shut up within structures
which give a false sense of security,
within rules which makes us harsh
judges, within habits which make
us feel safe, while at our door
people are starving and Jesus does
not tire of saying to us: “Give them
something to eat”(49); worldliness
that manifests in the attitude of an

ostentatious preoccupation for the
Liturgy, for Doctrine and for the
Church’s prestige, without
considering the impact of the
Gospel on the people and the need
of the time (95); Excessive
clericalism keeping the laity away
from decision-making (102); Not to
be overly concerned about falling
into doctrinal error, but about
remaining faithful to their light-
filled path of life and wisdom
(194); not to cling to a nostalgia for
structure and customs which are no
longer life-giving in today’s world
(108). 

Some of these strong words of
the Holy Father may leave some
persons perplexed. I think the Holy
Father has no intention of changing
the doctrine of the Church nor does
he have in mind to berate any
person or group of persons. Recall
his words in his homily at Casa
Santa Marta chapel in 2014, where
he identifies one of the “signs” of a
Christian who belongs to the
Church as, “Fidelity to the Church,
fidelity to its teaching; fidelity to
the Creed; fidelity to the doctrine,
safeguarding this doctrine.”  

The Holy Father is rather trying
to encourage us to have the mind of
Christ, to communicate the truth
with love and joy. Reflecting on
Evangelii Gaudium, I think that the
Holy Father wishes to summon and
encourage each of us to action in
leading the Church to a deeper
level of becoming truly a joyful,
loving evangelizing community, a
community that shows the gracious
Savior’s merciful face. The Church
is a hospital for healing the sin-
sick, a home that breathes God’s
boundless mercy, love and joy; it is
never a place for condemnation. To
illustrate, a man once told his story
that he left the Church because a
priest yelled at him when he went
to Confession. He said he left the
confessional with deep feeling of
shame and dejection, considering
himself unworthy of God’s
forgiveness and merciful love.
Although, the priest might have
been dedicated to his pastoral duty,
faithful to the doctrine; however,
his action to the penitent might not
have revealed well enough a sense
of pastoral charity towards the man.
True evangelizers are called to help
others realize the truth that “God
never tires of forgiving” those who
approach Him in spirit and truth,
those who express sorrow for their
sins and desire and strive to amend
their ways. 

When we as “missionary
disciples” are patient with others,
when we do not treat others with
scorn, when we do not condemn
them, when we show them love and
respect, we are inviting them to
conversion and offering them the
life of Christ. It is our charitable
attitudes that primarily attract
people to appreciate and accept the
beauty and truth of the doctrine.
Recall the story of the woman

caught in adultery. Jesus did not
condemn her. Rather he showed her
great love. Yet he did not tell her to
go and live as she pleases. Notice
the voice of a gracious Father, who
comes to seek out his lost sheep,
who judges acts and delivers the
penitent in meekness and mercy,
who always instructs and
admonishes in love, “Neither do I
condemn you. Go, and from now
on do not sin any more” (John
8:11).

I agree with David Vincent
Meconi that the kernel and center
of Pope’s message in Evangelii
Gaudium is seeing the Church in
the lens of the image of the prodigal
son and his merciful father. Like
the father in the parable, the
Church, in her mercy and
compassion, does not wait for her
children to draw near, but rather
goes forth to meet them. True, a
loving, tender-hearted father goes
out to seek out his children. He
yearns to see them return home. His
doors are always wide open (a sign
of love, happiness, freedom, and
trust) to receive his children when
they come back home. He has a
place for each of his children with
all their problems, seeking to help
them find solution to their
problems, and is never tired of
forgiving his children. A loving
father helps his children to have a
sense of belonging, to be part of the
community. The Church must have
a merciful heart as she serves in the
name of the “loving Father who
always forgives, who has that heart
of mercy for all of us.” The Church
is also like a caring mother, whose
heart is ever open for forgiveness
and love, tending and teaching her
children with a tender heart, in a
simple language of love.
Evangelizers have a vocation of
mercy,  accompanying and giving
the people of God the healing balm
of God’s saving love as we journey
together through this “valley of
tears.”

Pope Francis addresses critical
moral questions with the mind of
Christ. Concerning this, Cardinal
Raymond Leo Burke points out that
in this way, Pope Francis intends to
express his love for every person,
in order that the Church’s teaching
on the critical moral issues “may be
received in that context.”
However, Cardinal Burke points
out that the Holy Father’s approach
cannot stop the Church’s duty to
form conscience through her clear
and insistent teaching on issues
bearing on morals. True, we cannot
cease from educating people in
doctrines and morals, but, I think
that both Pope Francis and Cardinal
Burke will agree that we must now
think more of putting into action
the beautiful principles of our faith,
to live what we preach, for those
who see us will be more attracted
by our way of living: our joy of the

continued next page 

The New Evangelization
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Gospel and our love for others. It
is the reality of the Incarnation of
Christ that compels us to live out
our faith, to be charitable and to
defend the cause of truth and justi-
ce. 

Indeed, without condemning
anyone, Pope Francis understands
that certain persons need a solution
to certain moral problems that they
have. He is ever concerned in hel-
ping them see the effective solution
to their problems. The Holy Father
intends to get people to jettison
anything that hinders them from
encountering Christ, the answer to
human problems. Christ’s invita-
tion for salvation is for all the
human race; He opens his arms to
embrace all persons, notwithstan-
ding the nature of one’s sinful state.
Nothing should prevent us from
responding to God’s unconditional
saving love which He communica-
tes to the world through the Church
as His instrument. Jesus did not
turn down any person that came to
Him, both sinners and infidels.
Rather He welcomed all with infi-
nite loving kindness. Christ wants
us to invite all to accept the mercy
that He offers to every soul. 

Some persons think they have
no place in the Church due to cer-
tain doctrines that challenge their
inclinations and freedom of choice.
Pope Francis aims at getting to the
hearts of such persons, to help them
understand that Christ is inviting
them as they are. At the point the
persons fall in love with the Lord
and “come to understand the
immeasurable love of Christ, alive
for us in the Church, they will be
able to resolve whatever has been
troubling them about the Church
[...] and her teaching.”  They will
find repugnant and then give up
any lifestyle choices that set them
outside of communion with the
Church. 

Obviously, some persons see
the Church as nothing but “a law-
making, institutional structure.”
This prejudice against the Church
is deep-seated in the hearts of many

contemporary people of the world.
From my personal experience
during our door-to-door evangeli-
zation, I find that some persons ste-
reotype the Church as “a collection
of rules.”  Some have told us: “I’m
not interested about ‘dos’ and
‘don’ts’ in the Catholic Church;”
“I’m searching for a Church, but
surely not Catholic. I don’t want to
be placed under a collection of
laws.” “No, Catholics will give you
a bunch of laws, but the priests
indulge in pedophilia;” “I’m not
interested in becoming a Catholic
because I don’t want to be told
what to do.” The list goes on and
on. 

How do we help such persons
understand that the Church is rather
an encounter with Love, with a
Person Jesus Christ who calls each
of us friend?  Pope Francis has a
working pastoral approach for win-
ning the hearts of such people for
Christ. I would put it this way:
instead of beginning evangelizing
them with certain language that
may remind them of the power of
the institutions, of laws and doctri-
nes, we begin with a dialogue of
God’s infinite love and mercy to
invite the person to life in Christ.
We must do this with joy and an
attitude of care and respect. In this
way, we invite the person to the
mercy of God. Once the person
falls in love with Christ, he or she
will then be open to listen and
understand the truth and beauty of
the doctrine of the Church, of the
fundamental moral law, and thus
desire to keep the law of Christ as
taught by the Church. St.
Augustine’s popular quote comes
to mind, “love and do  what you
please.” Once the root of charity
dwells in a person, he or she will
constantly desire to do what is
good, “through His Spirit that
dwells in [him]” (Rom 8:11).
Genuine love of God moves us to
love truth and do it. Of course no
one encounters Christ and remains
the same. The transformation that
takes place therein makes one obe-

dient to the faith and subject to the
truth written in every human heart.
True love comes with an earnest
desire to serve the Lord and to keep
His commandment (cf.1Jn 2:3-6).

Our missionary style should be
simple and fashioned in a most
essential and attractive way that
may not exclude any person, provi-
ded we do not water down the truth
of the Gospel. In our evangelizing
encounter with others, we have to
constantly allow the Spirit to radia-
te in us and through us the splendor
of the merciful love of Christ.
Evangelizers need the willingness
and the caring heart that really faci-
litates the healing of wounds and
imparting of joy in the hearts of
others.

The New Evangelization is
essentially an invitation to all per-
sons to respond to the mercy and
love of Christ, and seeking others’
good. The Holy Father recognizes
that when our “invitation does not
radiate forcefully and attractively,
the edifice of the Church’s moral
teaching risks becoming a house of
cards.” So we cannot limit our mis-
sionary task to promoting formulas
and doctrines, for it is not formula
that will save us, but Christ.
Proclamation of Christ’s saving
love comes from the assurance that
only in Him is found the water of
life to satiate the deepest human
thirst. The Holy Father advocates
for a Church scarred, hurting and
muddy because it walks the streets
bringing Christ’s life to people,
rather than a sick Church resulting
from “clinging to its own security,”
a Church that at last gets stuck in
the dead-end of “obsessions of pro-
cedures.” Indeed, many of our bro-
thers and sisters in Christ do not
feel a sense of belonging to the
community of the faithful; some
think that the Church does not meet
their spiritual needs. We must exa-
mine the reason for this. In most
cases, it is due to our unwelcoming,
unfriendly attitude, our obsessive-
ness and rigidity to procedures and

customs devoid of compassion,
concern and support to others. 

The Holy Father enjoins that
we must learn the “art of accompa-
niment,” constantly opening our
hearts for compassion and be atten-
tive to the needs of those around us,
especially our needy neighbors.
Material structures do not have
hearts to love and care, but “missio-
nary disciples” do. When evangeli-
zers become transformed with mis-
sionary charity, they will avoid any
form of complacency which drives
others away from us, diminishes
our spiritual growth and stifles our
missionary efforts.  

An excerpt from the Master’s
degree Thesis titled, “The
Theology of the New
Evangelization According to
Evangelium Gaudium,”  written by
Br. Martin Ibeh, for the Kenrick
School of Theology, 2015.
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The New Evangelization

THAT MAN IS YOU! returns for its third year on its journey to solid-
ify Catholic male leadership so badly needed in today’s secular society –
The Role of the Father.

This semester’s program discusses the general topic that considers the
reality of fatherhood and the father’s relationship to his children.

The emphasis will be centered on searching for practical means for
transforming the family home into the foundation for the renewal of soci-
ety through the renewal of family values.

The sessions take an honest look at the challenges facing fathers in the
current culture of our present society and lead to the parenting method
perfectly suited to modern times all the while adhering to the tenets of the
Catholic Church. 

This year’s program will provide practical guidance to parents in
developing a parenting plan of life that will result in a healthy, happy and
holy family filled with joy.

Come join us every Thursday morning beginning September 10, 2015,
at 6:00 a.m. and ending at 7:30 a.m. at the Vietnamese Cultural Center
located on the church grounds.

A light breakfast of coffee, bagels, fruit and donuts is provided.

For further information, contact:
Anthony (Tony) Marinucci
Tele:  904. 994.9123
email: afmarinucci@comcast.net  

Calling

all

Men!
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Jamaica

Jamaica 2015
by John Klinkenberg

Once again we traveled to Kingston, Jamaica, with 21 in our group. We were blessed to
bring Laura, Bailey and Luke from St. Joseph’s with us this year. Laura is the youth minister
at St. Joseph’s and Father Thanh wants to start a mission at his parish. Working with the
brothers and priests of the Missionaries of the Poor is always rewarding and exciting and there
is never a dull moment when we are helping in the centers. 

This year our plans included another mission for our attention. We spent two days with the
Daughters of Charity, the missionary arm of Mother Teresa’s order. We worked on Friday with
the sisters and the residents; very similar work to what we do with the brothers at Missionaries
of the Poor. Cleaning, feeding, shaving, and of course, sharing our stories and singing songs.
On Saturday we were asked to help Sister Patsy with a soup kitchen. Sister Patsy is the mother
of the house and of course we agreed without thought. We helped feed and give food
donations to three hundred within one hour. Controlled chaos doesn’t begin to describe it. I
was in complete awe watching Sister Patsy work with those entrusted to her care. Sister never
flinched as the crowd of needy and hungry locals closed in on her as she gave away loaves of
bread. I was worried for her safety, but she was in control. She gently smiled at me after the
event, which brought me to tears. 

I was able to watch Christ feed the group through Sister Patsy. Being a strong man, I never
cry. Well, to be honest, I wanted to sob uncontrollably. But I managed to contain the onslaught
of emotion and I just teared up. Internally I was a mess, knowing that I had just witnessed the
total surrender of self, to serve those less fortunate and to be the hands and feet of Christ. 

Christ the King, I am forever grateful for all your support from our wonderful community
of faith. Without you we would not be able to expose our youth to these opportunities. I am
grateful and humbled to be able to witness our youth in action as they selflessly worked in the
centers with the Missionaries of the Poor, and with the Daughters of Charity, as they grow in
their faith offering their gifts to those so desperately in need in Kingston. May God continue
to bless you and your families. 

“I came so that you may have life and have it abundantly”

John 10:10
by John Klinkenberg 

The theme for this retreat was “Limitless” and it was the underlying message of the retreat. God’s love has no boundaries, is limitless, as is His
pursuit of each one of us with His love. Likewise, His desire and hope for us all is limitless. These retreats allow our youth to get to a deeper
understanding of God and His love for each individual. It allows our youth to experience grace and forgiveness through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation and of course these retreats bring the Eucharistic Lord to a personal level as the monstrance is processed through the room, stopping
at each a isle and allowing us to adore Him.

As a youth minister, I am always humbled to witness our youth encounter Christ. It is amazing to listen to them express their feelings during this
retreat as we gather to discuss the day’s message and how it applies to our lives. I am thankful to see so many of our youth go to confession and to
participate in Mass. I often wonder how it is that our youth are such good kids compared to the teens presented by the nightly news and understanding
the social pressures that they deal with daily. 

It has to be in the dedication of the family, I think. But then I realize that some of our youth come from broken homes, from situations that even
adults should not have to endure. I have been ashamed of my own actions in my own home at times. This all comes down to a general thought. I find
myself caught between seeing these youth on fire for Christ after these retreat weekends and wonder if we as parents continue to be the teachers of
the faith in our homes and our lives in society. I do know that in some homes our youth struggle with being the “light of Christ” that they experience
on retreat. I encourage all of us to take some time to think of God’s limitless love for us, how He pursues each of us daily. Then I ask that we make
our homes safe nurturing places to pass on the faith and love of God to all we encounter.

Steubenville 2015 
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Jamaica Thoughts
by Jackie Comstock 

What an experience! The youth have a song with words that
ask the Lord to “open the eyes of my heart, Lord” and that seems
to be the best way for me to describe the experience. The eyes of
my heart were opened to a whole other dimension of love. God
certainly takes care of those who cannot, when the faith-filled
brothers of the Missionaries of the Poor are on the scene.

Missionary Days

by Father Lam Nguyen

Traveling with the Youth Group to Jamaica last
week was wonderful. It was miraculous. It was grace
filled. It was very clear to me that the Holy Spirit was
working in me. He helped me to become animated;
He promoted me. He raised me up and put God’s
words in my mouth. In the midst of the poor, needy
and handicapped, I was blessed to praise God for His
great and loving care for the people. As a missionary
to those who are miserable in Jamaica, I thought I
would be able to bring some good things and com-
forts to them; however, I had no idea that while I was
trying to be a missionary to them, God was a mission-
ary to me in my own misery. My weakness became
powerful, timidity turned into strong courage, arro-
gance became humility, dullness became brighter, and
some intellectual paralysis that hindered me to love
others, to sense the need of my neighbor, to care for my loved ones was restored.

Through caring for the poor Jamaican people in these shelters, and watching our CTK youth, I recog-
nized a very true thing. We could struggle, endure and be patient with uncontrolled and foolish acts of
these poor strangers, but at home, oftentimes, we are not able to endure and be patient with our own fam-
ily members. May God increase our love and courage to change our attitude so all the days of our lives
are missionary days for others and especially for our loved ones.

Jamaica 
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by Darlene O’Neal

The first RCIA Homecoming was held on Saturday, May 23. 
The idea of an RCIA reunion had been talked about for several years;

however, nothing materialized until this year. Director Joe Birch got the
ball rolling; team members collected names and telephone numbers from
previous years, and then the work began. Calling phone numbers from 15
years ago turned out to be quite a challenge. So many people have
switched to cell phones, leaving their home lines disconnected, but perse-
verance won out.

A nice-sized group of former RCIA class members, sponsors, and
team members attended the 5:00 p.m. Mass where reserved seating was
designated for them.  Had it not been Memorial Day weekend, there
would have been more people, since some had made other plans. Bishop
Kenny High School also had graduation that same day. Hopefully, next
time there will be a clear calendar. 

The Shirley David Hall was the venue for our gathering of food, fun,
and reminiscing. Team members had set up the hall and decorated sever-
al tables with flowers and four poster boards with hundreds of pictures.
The first collage of photos was of the 2015 class at the Easter Vigil. The
second poster held individual pictures from previous years. The third
poster consisted of an article telling the history of RCIA at Christ the King
parish surrounded by group photos from meeting with the Bishop in St.
Augustine. The final poster held pictures and articles honoring the
deceased members of the RCIA family. 

Father Boddie joined the group along with Father Lam and Father
Xaviour. After the blessing was said, everyone enjoyed the food and con-
versation. It was nice to see people from many years ago and to remem-
ber the ones who were not there. 

Hopefully, this was just the beginning of many more RCIA
Homecomings.

RCIA Homecoming

by Edith Moore Hubert

I’ve been asked to tell a little bit of my bio and describe my vision for music at CTK. Thank you, Carol-Ann
and Mary Ann!

I was born in Knoxville and grew up in the South. My dad worked for the L&N Railroad so we moved a lot,
but once L&N merged with CSX in the 1980s, my family moved to Jacksonville and stayed. I moved here in
1992 and am fortunate to have four of five siblings, their spouses, my mom, dad, stepmom, one nephew and five
nieces all in town. My greatest blessings are my two sons, Daniel, 18, and Patrick, 16. 

My first piano teacher was my mom, then Sister Mary Leonine at Our Lady of Perpetual Help in
Chattanooga, TN. When we moved to Kentucky my mom drove me, every Saturday, across the river for lessons
at the Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music. We moved to Birmingham and I studied with a private teacher
there, went to Birmingham-Southern College and then graduate school in New York. I had lessons with a terrif-
ic teacher at Juilliard, got accepted, but went to Manhattan School of Music for a master’s in piano.

Like most musicians, I’ve worn many hats since then. I have taught piano and theory in colleges and conser-
vatory programs, accompanied choirs of all ages, directed choirs, worked as an arts administrator, a bedside artist
and musician in hospitals, performed on stage to a handful or thousands, played chamber music with wonderful
musicians, accompanied a choir in the churches where Bach and Mozart worked. I’m excited about this opportunity at Christ the King because I think
it is going to allow me to draw on all those experiences.

I think the job of a good music director is to build on the strengths of the community. I’ve known of the work and legacy of Dr. Bernie Sans for
many years, and I understand you’ve had strong leadership since Bernie transferred to the Cathedral. That kind of foundation helps every director who
follows. The adult choir, cantors, youth and hand bell choirs are experienced and very musical. I’ve gotten to hear a few really fine young singers and
look forward to building a children’s choir. There are good guitarists who have stepped forward for a guitar Mass. I already knew Edward Latimer
from JU, and discovering he’s a parishioner was a real bonus! And there’s another good violinist, Stephanie Grantham, a student at Douglas Anderson.
Right now I am still listening and learning and trying to involve as many people as I can, and plan for building on what already exists. I would also
like to schedule some evening music programs featuring Jacksonville musicians or JU choir and students, with dinner or a reception for the whole
parish. I would love to have a program or evening service that includes every choir and liturgical music group, a real multicultural service. And I
would love to establish an arts outreach program similar to the ones I had at Mayo Clinic and Sulzbacher. 

A few Sundays ago, we sang “A Balm in Gilead” at Offertory. Edward and Stephanie were playing violin. The choir was singing beautifully. And
suddenly I heard an absolute wave of sound coming from the congregation. It was powerful and moving and so beautiful. That’s the goal! The trick
is figuring out what combination allows that to happen. Is it having string players, the choice of hymn, the support of the choir, piano, organ? Right
now I’m still experimenting and learning and listening, because there is no one formula that works every time. As my college professor, Hugh Thomas,
always said, “It’s not about you, it’s about the music.” Getting one’s ego out of the way is the first task in being a good musician, and I think that’s
even more crucial in a liturgical setting. It’s not about me, it’s not about a “performance” as such; the only goal is to make beautiful music the under-
pinning and support for the liturgy, and to hopefully lay a foundation for real connection to the Spirit within and in each other.

Introducing Edie
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In late March 2008 a call came from my stepmother, Barbara, in
Eustis, FL, to me and my siblings that our father, Joe Ghiotto, was given
only two weeks to live and was being taken to a hospice in nearby
Tavares. Dad, just five weeks short of 90 years of age, had had a rough
going physically for the previous five months. A week-long hospital stay
in December was followed by a two-month stint in a rehab center. Home
hospice care had been ongoing since his release from the center.

Fortunately for all of us family members, Dad was awake and alert
for the first six days at hospice before lapsing into a coma for five days
and finally passing on April 12. We each had a chance to say our good-
byes though Dad wasn’t one to talk about such things. Actually, we did-
n’t talk much at all about his condition because he actually rallied to the
point where he thought he might be going home and even asked us to

bring him a hamburger to eat because all the hospice had was soft foods!
But then, suddenly, he lapsed into the coma.

A rosary was placed in Dad’s now still hands and we each took turns
by his bedside talking to him, praying for him, and simply keeping him
company. 

That’s when I noticed his hands. To me they, all of a sudden, seemed
so large, larger than I had ever noticed them to be. I began thinking about
all those hands had accomplished in his lifetime.

Those hands had shown mercy, love, compassion. They had adminis-
tered discipline to his six children. 

They had earned an income as an assistant to his father, a livestock
merchant. They had helped his mother care for his three younger broth-
ers and two sisters. They had baked bread at Ward Baking Company in
Jacksonville, aboard an Army Corps of Engineers dredge in Bermuda
before the U.S. entered WWII, at a navy boot camp in Virginia, and,
finally, aboard an LST at the war’s end in the western Pacific. They had
saluted the flag and had helped win a war.

His hands lovingly held our mother Frances’ hands when they mar-
ried in Virginia in June 1944 and had held each one of us following each
of our births in Jacksonville. Those hands helped Dad build our house
and earn a living as a tile setter which allowed us to have a decent home,
food in our stomachs, clothes on our backs, and a Catholic school educa-
tion for each of us from grades one through twelve. 

We had seen Dad’s hands so caked in cement and grout and blistered
from his work to the point where he couldn’t even hold a golf club with-
out wincing. Since each one of us had helped Dad “on the job” set tile,
we were given a direct insight into how hard this trade was and, most
important, where the money came from, what a proper work ethic was,
and how to treat our fellow man. 

To our great surprise they even had once won a turkey at a Knights of
Columbus-sponsored turkey shoot. They held a beer when Dad watched
with his buddies the Gillette Friday night fight on TV. Later, Dad’s hands,
in semi-retirement, held golf clubs which beat our clubs’ scores on a reg-
ular basis.

We had witnessed Dad’s hands as they were held reverently in prayer
at a home rosary, in church on Sunday, and at monthly nocturnal adora-
tion. We had seen those hands express his joy at our first communions,
confirmations, and weddings. We had seen those hands weep terribly at
our Mom’s funeral at age 57 in June 1983, and at his mother’s the follow-
ing October. 

Now, all those years later, they were perfectly still. His work on this
earth was done. Dad was about to meet God in Heaven and have a joy-
ous reunion with Mom, his parents, and all his other relatives and friends
who had preceded him. 

And the last act Dad’s loving hands performed, while yet alive, was
to hold a rosary.
Thank you, Dad. We love you. Pray for us.

MY DAD’S HANDS
by Paul Ghiotto

Daddy’s Hands —- written and sung by Holly Dunn, 1986; first
three stanzas

I remember Daddy’s hands,
folded silently in prayer

And reaching out to hold me,
when I had a nightmare

You could read quite a story,
in the callouses and lines
Years of work and worry

had left their mark behind

I remember Daddy’s hands,
how they held my Mama tight

And patted my back,
for something done right

There are things that I’ve forgotten,
that I loved about the man
But I’ll always remember
the love in Daddy’s hands

Daddy’s hands were soft and kind when I was cryin’
Daddy’s hands, were hard as steel

when I’d done wrong
Daddy’s hands, weren’t always gentle

But I’ve come to understand
There was always love

in Daddy’s hands

...and L’Arche Harbor House Blesses the Key Auto
Company Right Back.

Maureen and Gayla of Key Auto Company visited the
L’Arche community, meeting our core members and sharing
a meal with the Sunflower House family.  After prayerful con-
sideration, they were moved to sponsor a full-time live-in
assistant for one year through L’Arche Harbor House’s
Assistant’s Fund*.

Our new family members from Key Auto Company also donated the funds necessary to remodel two bathrooms in the Sunflower House and pur-
chased a new outdoor grill for the entire community.

We are all incredibly grateful for Key Auto Company and the new relationship we have formed.  
Welcome to the L’Arche family, Key Auto!

*The Assistant’s Fund - Part of being an assistant in L’Arche is sharing life with an entire community. The community is a family unit that requires
everyone who lives and/or works here to pitch in whenever and wherever necessary. Whether helping to wash dishes for 80 people who shared din-
ner together, to helping the office with mailings, assisting with fundraisers, etc., all hands are on deck for the sake of the community. It is beautiful to
witness both assistants and core members contributing their skills and gifts, at whatever capacity they are able. No one is left out. Assistants work
compassionately to assure the core members know they are the “core” of the community. 

For more information on becoming a supporter of the Assistant’s Fund, please contact Lori Rush at 904-721-5992

KEY AUTO COMPANY BLESSES L’ARCHE HARBOR HOUSE
Michael from Sunflower

House shows our gratitude by

blessing Maureen



by Kelli Moneyhan and Rita Burge

The American Heritage Girls
(AHG) Troop 1125 has just
completed a wonderful third year
of fun, faith-filled scouting! Under
the special patronage of our Lady
of Guadalupe, our troop has
members from kindergarten
through high school. They have
demonstrated their faith by
participating in a variety of
activities. These include taking on
the maintenance of our Grotto,
joining in the Holy Mass and
procession on the Feast of Christ
the King, participating in the
Eucharistic Congress, the Rosary
Procession, the 40 Days for Life
campaign and collecting diapers
and other items for Emergency
Pregnancy Services. 

In addition to learning skills
and earning badges during our
meetings, the girls participated in
the All Florida Camping trip, had a
Father/Daughter Putt-Putt golf
event with the money raised going
to the Knights of Columbus
fundraiser for our seminarians, a
Mother/Daughter event attending
the musical drama Daniel, Man of

Faith with donations benefiting
Chaldean Christians. These, along
with other exciting events, made
for a fun-filled year!

If you know a girl from
kindergarten through high school
age who would like to become a
part of a Christian-based scouting
troop aimed at growing virtuous,
productive, caring members of our
community, come visit us on
August 24, at 6:30 pm in the
Blessed John XXIII Hall for our ice
cream social. You can learn more
about what American Heritage
Girls have planned for the coming
year and how to join in the fun!  
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by Tyler Boudreaux, Senior Patrol Leader

Troop 5 had an amazing time spending our summer camp week at
sunny Camp Shands. Though some weather issues delayed some of our
activities we all still had a great time. Our main goal was to win the Spirit
Stick, and we were actually close to getting it. Unfortunately we did not,
yet we still had a great time. Troop 5 looks forward to our next year of
summer camp.

Thirty-one Scouts and five adults attended the week at Camp Shands.
The Scouts earned over 125 merit badges.

by Hank Jinks 

During the week of July 12, Boy Scout Venturing Crew 5 and Troop
5 spent a week at Cove Creek, a group campground located in Pisgah
National Forest in North Carolina near the town of Brevard. During the
week the scouts spent time in the creeks, hiking various trails, visiting
several educational museums and an overnight backpacking trip to the top
of a mountain.

The following is written by Michael Orf, a First Class Scout, on his
experience on the trip:

I had a lot of fun on my first mountain trip. The hike was one of my
favorite parts. We got to see Cove Creek Falls, got a good workout and
built up our endurance. I also liked Sliding Rock and Little Sliding Rock,
mostly Little Sliding Rock.  On the small version you could go an
impressively higher amount of speed, compared to the actual one. We got
to visit a lot of museums. The ranger station was nice and educational. I
would recommend this trip and go on it again. 

American Heritage Girls

Boy Scout Camp
Boy Scouts

North Carolina



by Paul Ghiotto

Original Christ the King
Nocturnal Adoration Society chap-
ter member and band leader Al
Martin said it best: “Attending an
hour of nocturnal adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament in the chapel on
the First Friday/Saturday weekend
of each month is an opportunity –
to increase one’s presence with the
Lord, to gain some personal prayer
time, and to stop and think about
what being a good Catholic really
means.” Al, twice a widower, also
encourages all parishioners to “take
advantage of the time we have on
this earth to know and serve the
Lord by searching for other oppor-
tunities within the many parish
ministries.” Al sets the bar high as
he has served in many different
parish ministries since first attend-
ing Mass at CTK back in the 1950s.

The Christ the King Chapter
includes members from Christ the
King, Holy Spirit, Holy Rosary,
Resurrection, and Blessed Trinity.
Currently, the eight “rotating”
bands are led by the following indi-
viduals:

Band One – Paul Ghiotto;
members: Hazel Ghiotto, Nydia
Diefenbach, and Emily
Berlinghoff; Band Two – Ron
Lynch; members: Valerie Lynch,
Matthew Lynch, Christian Lynch,
and Doris Adams; Band Three –
Richard Sollee (Assumption);
members: Dot Sollee, Paul Sollee,
Jim and Terry Connolly, Mike
Porkert; Band Four – Al Martin;
members: Terry and Catherine Yip,
Dan Yip, Stephen Yip, Fernando
and Carmen Rodriguez; Band Five
– Frank Japour; members needed;
Band Six – George Pruitt; mem-
bers: Patrice and Mike Pruitt, Mitch
Gable; Band Seven – Anatole
Maher, Pedro and Angela Arias, L.
del and Jesse Rosario; Band Eight
– John Lewis; members: Colleen
Lewis, George Lewis, Bob and
Nancy Fritch, Maryann Middleton.

“Non-rotating” bands spend an
hour of adoration beginning at 6:00
and 7:00 a.m. on Saturday morning.
Monica Crisp leads the 6:00 a.m.
Band and Leo Milano heads the
7:00 a.m. Band during Stu Pierce’s
upcoming absence.

Since the last edition of the
Courier came out, Band Five is
now headed by Frank Japour and
Mitch Gable has joined Band Six.

Members of the Society give
one hour of adoration on the First
Friday/Saturday combination of
each month. Members spend part of
the time reciting prayers contained
in an official Society handbook and
in periods of silent meditation.
Adoration is held throughout the
night beginning officially with the
10:00 – 11:00 p.m. hour and ending
with the 7:00 – 8:00 a.m. hour the
following morning. Benediction
and Holy Mass follow the last hour
of adoration. The only commitment
required of Society members is that
they try their best to come at their
appointed hour to pray with others
before the Blessed Sacrament.

For those who are tentative but
still contemplating coming to this
night adoration for the first time,
you may wish to start with the
10:00 -11:00 p.m. hour and see how
you like it. If you wish to join a
rotating band, and every month
advance your adoration to the next
hour, great. We especially need

YOUNGER parishioners to join
with us! 

For those who would like to
join but not participate with a rotat-
ing band I suggest that they sign up
with a group which comes between
either 6:00 to 7:00 a.m. or 7:00 to
8:00 a.m. on Saturday morning fol-
lowing the nocturnal hours.

Attention MINISTRY
Leaders! Please consider the idea
of adopting a particular Band or
Hour for your group. Only three
members need be present each
month and different people can
come each month!

The Nocturnal Adoration
Society is a national association for
Catholic men and women and was
established in accordance with
Church law on November 28, 1928.
The purpose of the Nocturnal
Adoration Society is to respond to
our Lord’s invitation to spend one
hour with Him (Mark 14. 37-38), to
atone for sins committed, and to
draw down God’s blessings.

Questions? Please contact me at
727-5040, or Secretary/Treasurer
Monica Crisp at 721-2754. 
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Tim Talks

Nocturnal Adoration

If you have been
paying attention, we
have posted several
a n n o u n c e m e n t s
including flyers in
our bulletins, and
calls from the pulpit
to submit nomina-
tions to fill positions
on the Christ the King
Pastoral Council.
This is a great oppor-
tunity to get involved
at the parish level,
and to have a hand in
helping to steer our
parish into the future,
offering counsel and
guidance to our pas-
tor.

There are three
board positions on the
Council that are open
for consideration.

President:
- Presides over the meetings of the Council;
- Consults with the pastor in preparation and approval of the agendas;
- Appoints committee members for various needs; and
-Tracks committee progress of the defined goals and objectives.

Vice President:
- To assume all presidential duties in the absence of the president, or
if the position is vacated; and
- To assume all duties of the president at the specific request of the
president or the pastor.

Secretary:
- To record and distribute the minutes of the meeting;
- To handle all correspondence of the Council;
- To notify all Council members of meetings; and
- To record attendance at Pastoral Council meetings.

The Pastoral Council meets on the third Monday of each month in the
parish hall. There are also eleven committees providing options for any-
one looking to get involved who does not want to sit on the board. These
committees include:

- Education
- Spiritual Growth & Ministry Development
- Infrastructure
- Marketing
- Finance
- At Large
- Stewardship and Volunteer Coordination
- Communications
- Liturgical
- Social
- Technology

You can get more information on these committees by visiting the
parish website (ctkcatholic.com). You can also find an electronic copy of
the application to become a candidate for the Pastoral Council linked on
the home page as well.

If you are interested in being considered for one of the three roles,
please contact me (tim.mcclellan@comcast.net) or join us at an upcoming
Pastoral Council meeting. These are open to all parishioners, and you are
encouraged to come and partake. 

Elections will be held this fall for the Pastoral Council positions.
Announcements will be posted in the bulletin, and parishioners will be
directed from the pulpit on when ballots can be cast. The new officers will
take over in January, 2016. We look forward to hearing from you!

by Tim McClellan

President, Pastoral Council



Page 18 Christ the King Courier August 2015

by Frank Becht

You hear very little if any about the
CATHOLIC WOMAN’S CLUB of JACK-
SONVILLE. Every parish in the Diocese of St.
Augustine promotes the Women’s Auxiliary
such as the Christ the King Council of Women
(CKCCW). At one time practically every lady
was a member of one of numerous Circles or
Guilds. In modern times membership has
declined within the younger ranks so that mem-
bership in the circles is at an all-time low.

The Catholic Woman’s Club was established
in 1917 by the ladies of Immaculate Conception
Parish as a Woman’s Auxiliary to the Catholic
Club (Men’s Club). The club incorporated social
activities for members as well as engaging in
civic, patriotic, charitable and religious activi-
ties throughout the city.

All through the 20th century and into the
21st century, the club has maintained an active
and vibrant participation in philanthropic activi-
ties in the Jacksonville area. Throughout its
existence, CWC has supported St. Mary’s Home
and St. Vincent’s Hospital, provided scholar-
ships to students attending Bishop Kenny High
School, Bishop Snyder High School, and sup-
ported Morning Star School.

When the United States became involved in
the Second World War, the CWC was again
ready and willing to pitch in. In addition to sup-
porting the Red Cross and working with the

USO, to provide entertainment for soldiers and
sailors at Camp Blanding and the Naval Air
Station, the CWC participated in two campaigns
to sell War Bonds and was so successful that
they were awarded the privilege of naming a
bomber (the “Morning Star”) and were allowed
to designate the funds from the second cam-
paign for construction of a field hospital.

The Mission statement remains the same for
CWC in the 21st century:

The Catholic Woman’s Club of
Jacksonville has for its mission the
attainment of the highest standards in
cultural, civic, and charitable activities
and adheres to the fine tradition of our
Catholic faith.

The Catholic Woman’s Club involves sever-
al parishes in the Jacksonville area. 

Meetings are held monthly on the second
Tuesday, October through May, at the Cummer
Art Museum in Riverside, Jacksonville. Mass by
Father Luke McLoughlin is followed by lunch
and a meeting, often with a notable speaker. The
lunch is $15 per person. 

Dues are $20 per year with 50/50 drawings
at meetings used to fund various charities each
year. Traditionally CWC is able to make two
$1000 donations each year to Foundation mem-
bers. Foundation members include L’Arche
Harbor House, Lumen Entertainment, Sisters of

St. Joseph, Emergency Pregnancy Services,
Office of Vocation, Youth Ministry of Christ the
King, Divine Mercy House, Bishop Kenny and
Bishop Snyder High Schools and many other
charities.

At the current time, there is a total of about
90 members in the Jacksonville Deanery with
only about 13 members from Christ the King,
namely Pat Askew, Carol-Ann Black, Willie
Blaquiere, Marge Burke, Emma Duncan, Staci
Duncan, Betty Kuehl, Daisy McDonald, Inga
Morgan, Anne Olinto, Jean Sell, Marge Stiles,
and Rita Wendel. 

President Betty Kuehl is looking forward to
the challenge of enrolling more Christ the King
women to support  CWC in its many charitable
projects.  Give Betty a call at 904-641-7970 or
email her at BJKNJBK@Bellsouth. net

Catholic Woman’s Club of Jacksonville

Catholic Woman’s Club 2015-2016 Executive Board

President - Betty Kuehl Christ the King 641-7970
Vice President - Fran Gullman Holy Family                                    714-5407
Recording Secretary - Martha Klinikowski     Lady of Good Council                      342-5032
Treasurer - Linda Smith Resurrection 743-8195
Corresponding Secretary - Mary George         St. Pius 765-6425
Historian - Anne Cuellar Blessed Trinity 221-0450 
Parliamentarian - Anita Thompson St. Paul’s, Riverside                         388-4386
Advisory Board - Elaine Bazley St. Paul’s, Beaches                           246-0867

Staci  Duncan                     Christ the King                                733-7624
Julie Rothery            Resurrection       

by Carol-Ann Black

Frank and Betty Becht hosted a dinner for the staff of Christ the King
Courier on July 21 and it was a splendid party. Everybody brought a
favorite dish to share, as well as a good appetite. Of course the best part
of getting together like this—-besides the delicious food—-is the cama-
raderie and we all enjoyed this fellowship. Happily, Father Boddie, Father
Xaviour, and Seminarian Martin were also able to attend our gathering.
Icing on the cake was the fact that Bill Coppedge, who does so much of
our Courier and parish photography, was able to work between the rain-
drops and capture the group in a great photo. Thank you again, Frank and
Betty.

Courier Dinner

by Annie Sabatino

On a recent trip to Orlando, I was able to take a day and visit Lee
Callahan in Tampa, Florida. Lee has been an active member of several
ministries at Christ the King, one of which was volunteering in the rec-
tory on Wednesdays for many years. Lee has been living with her
daughter, Ann, and son-in-law, Bill, for over a year and a half.  She is
doing well and enjoys having her family close to her. She misses her
Christ the King family and friends and sends a big “Hello” to all who
remember her.

A Visit to Lee Calahan, 

Former Parishioner
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Queens and Kings

Wanda Magne does the hula

Queens and Kings

New President

Michael Fontana

Nino Struzzi, the outgoing president, with Monika Chappell as

Treasurer, Debi Early as Secretary, Hank Pelz as Vice President

and New President, Michael Fontana

by Annie Sabatino 

The June meeting of the Queens and Kings had a Hawaiian atmos-
phere. Members donned leis and the tables were decorated in festive col-
ors. Everyone had a delicious lunch of sandwiches, salads and an array of
desserts.

Music was provided by Vivian Lopes “The Entertainer.” Members
had a chance to sing along with several songs. Some got up and danced.

Installations of new officers for 2015-2016 were held.
President - Michael Fontana
Vice President -   Hank Pelz
Secretary - Debra Early
Treasurer - Monika Chappell

Our next meeting will be held the second Sunday in September.
Come out and join us. Watch the bulletin for times and dates.

A Special Thank You

To Barbara Hanuscin

From Nino Struzzi
Thank you, Barbara, for being by my side, whether I was down or up,

through the years. You have helped me and so many others.  You are a true
angel with your kindness and care.  Your help for me with Queens and
Kings deserves more than thank you. May the Lord shine on you every day.  

With Love, Nino Struzzi

Murder Mystery Dinner

“Bang Bang he shot me down…..” 

by Catherine Bekkedal
Your Dina Diva Extraordinaire!

Another night of murder, mystery and mayhem is in the
books! And the Youth Ministry program here at Christ the King
has you to thank!!!  Your excitement about this year’s event fueled
our passion and commitment to making this year’s Murder
Mystery event the best one yet!  Dancing the night away with you,
dealing in counterfeit goods (water guns of course!!), and living
the life of the 1920s was only possible through your commitment
and dedication to the youth of our parish.  

Thank you for your continued love and support! 

Murder Mystery Dinner

by John Klinkenberg

Our second annual Murder Mystery dinner was a huge success! Our team of actors and performers was committed to providing a great show. Our
cooks and servers were on top of their game and the food was amazing!  Our matinee show had 70 guests which proved to be an intelligent crowd.
No one figured out the one who shot Nick Nemits, but they had very educated guesses and possibilities. Our dinner crowd of 156 guests were an
active, lively and rambunctious group. Many guests sampled the “giggle water” in our speakeasy. That proved to benefit our youth because as our bar-
tenders poured generous portions, our guests donated very generously. 

We had a twist in our dinner show of a 50/50 raffle. Normally the winning ticket receives 50% of the money from the ticket sales, but at a youth
ministry 50/50 raffle the winner is a generous donor! Our thanks to Ken and Cindy Maroney who donated their winnings to our youth headed to
Jamaica. The show was wonderful and I could not be happier. Our cast and support team did a great job. Our youth served a wonderful meal and our
guests made the event memorable. On behalf of our core team and all involved in this show, I say thank you for the support and generous donations.
Mark your calendar for next year’s show on May 21, 2016! 
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by Nick Klepac, Deputy Grand Knight & Frank Becht, PGK

First Friday Mass - For the first time, Father Lam Nguyen said Mass on
Friday, June 5, at the Council Hall. There was a good turnout of over 40
members and family who enjoyed the meal prepared by Grand Knight
John Klinkenberg.

The new Family Spirituality Night, hosted by Robert Roldan (Day for
Men), will be held Friday, September 4, at the council hall at 6:30 p.m.
All Knights and their families, and want-to-be Knights and their families
are welcome.

Knights of Brotherly Care - On Saturday, June 13, following the 8:00
a.m. Mass at Christ the King, Brothers John Diehl and Frank Becht, PGK,
visited Gino Rocca, PGK, Grace Berkey and Marge Yarborough; Brothers
Theo Naessens and John Porter visited Pat Bianco, PGK; and George
Coseo, PGK; and wife Carol.

CTK Donuts - continues under the direction of John Lewis after the 7:00
and 9:00 a.m. Masses at Christ the King on the first Sunday of each
month.

Corporate Communion at Resurrection - The Knights held a corporate
communion July 12, followed by breakfast.

Tootsie Roll Drive - The Tootsie Roll Drive will be held at Publix, August
21-23 and at Christ the King/Resurrection, August 29-30. This will be
under the direction of Scott Lutheran for the benefit of Special Olympics.

K’Cee’s Installation Tea - The Knights of Columbus women’s auxiliary,
the K’Cees, will hold their officer installation tea Sunday, August 23, at
the council hall.  The new officers are:

PBJ’S for Soup Kitchen - On Friday, August 28, Nick Klepac, Deputy
Grand Knight, and his wife, Bernie, K’Cees President will host the
quarterly Peanut Butter and Jelly sandwich making for the St. Francis
Soup Kitchen.  With the help of many fellow Knights and their families,
over 600 sandwiches will be made.  The crew then will share a pizza
dinner afterwards.  On Saturday the sandwiches will be delivered to the
Soup Kitchen at Immaculate Conception Catholic Church.

Rosary Hike and Marriage Renewal - The Knights and their wives,
with the UNF Catholic Ospreys will host a Rosary hike and marriage
renewal event at the UNF trails beginning at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday,
August 29.  Come out and join us.

Knightly News

Resurrection Graduation Breakfast - On Friday, May 29, the Knights of Columbus, under

the direction of Grand Knight John Klinkenberg prepared and served a delicious breakfast to

the Resurrection School graduates after 8:00 a.m. Mass, celebrated by Father Steven Zehler.

Assisting John were Frank Becht, PGK; John Morrissey, PGK; Bill Misenheimer; Gerry

Kistka and Mike McQuade. There were approximately 100 in attendance including graduates,

family members, friends and staff members.

Road Cleanup - Road cleanup continues each month
under the direction of Mike Stirna on Lone Star Road
at 8:00 a.m., the second Saturday of each month.

Bunco Knight - The K’Cees will host
another Bunco Knight at the hall on
Saturday, August 22.  Guaranteed fun
for all and catered food.  

President - Bernie Klepac
Vice-President - Diana Morris

Treasurer - Maria Gregorio
Secretary - Staci Duncan
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Installation of Officers - Installation of new officers took
place at Resurrection Catholic Church on Saturday, June 27,
after the 5:00 p.m. Mass, followed by a delicious dinner in
the Parish Center.

The new officers installed for 2015-16 fraternal year are:

Grand Knight - Stephen Bell
Chaplain - Rev. James Boddie
Deputy Grand Knight - Nick (Henry) Klepac
Financial Secretary - Ralph Mosley
Chancellor - Mark Gregorio
Recorder - Richard Tackett
Treasurer - Netito Espejo
Advocate - George Dewey, Jr
Lecturer - Robert Roldan
Warden - James Rogers
Inside Guard - William Morris, Jr
Outside Guards - Charles Crissman and David McClellan
One Year Trustee - Russell Strauss
Two Year Trustee - Joseph Brozovich
Three Year Trustee - John Klinkenberg

Knightly News
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by Frank Becht, PGK

All Time Record - The Knights of Columbus set an all-time record for
charitable donation and hours of service in 2014:
Charitable Donations - $173,550,680.00  Donations grew more than $3.4
million since 2013.

Charitable and Benevolent Contributions
Knights of Columbus Supreme Council $29,574,400.00
Knights of Columbus Supreme Council Foundation $9,345,976.00
State Councils, Local Councils Assemblies & Circles $134,630,304.00
Total CONTRIBUTIONS $173,550,680.00

Large Donations included in above figures:
Special Olympics World Games $1,400,000.00
Christian Refugee Relief Fund $2,600,000.00
Our Lady of Martyrs Shrine $600,000.00

Service Hours - 71,560,000, over 1million hours since 2013. 
Number of Blood Donors 404,532
Number of visits to Sick 5,176,449
Estimated hours of Fraternal Service 8,341,932
Habitat for Humanity 167,595
Estimated Hours of Volunteer Service 71,560,617

The above figures are totals by various classifications for it would
take tremendous space to breakdown by state or country. What is very
clear is the tremendous charitable works of mercy and fraternal service
done by the Knights of Columbus in the United States and worldwide.

What greater reason is there to become a member of the Knights of
Columbus? It will make you a better Catholic!! 

Join now and join the ranks of the largest fraternal organization in the
World!!!!!

Knights of Columbus

Charity and Services

Military Scholarship Program

by Frank Becht, PGK

In 2011, the Knights of Columbus established a scholarship program
to help fund education of Catholic chaplains in the U.S. Armed Forces.
The program is under the auspices of the Archdiocese for the Military
Services, USA.

The purpose of this program is to help provide more priests for the
military. The current lack of priests to serve the Catholic servicemen and
women worldwide had become so severe that only a third of the needed
priests were available. Supreme Knight Carl Anderson developed a plan
to help educate young men for the priesthood by committing $200,000 per
year for a total of $1,000,000 over a period of 5 years.

Recent information received from Supreme Master Dennis Stoddard,
Past Grand Knight of Bishop W. Thomas Larkin Council 4727 and Past
State Deputy of Florida, confirms that in less than four years the Knights
of Columbus have received $1,063,499.49. As a result, they have
extended their goal to $1.2 million by the end of 2015. 

Three priests have been ordained to the military chaplaincy recently
and an additional five are expected by year end. More young men are
joining and entering the seminary. Twelve more young men are awaiting

acceptance by the American Military Services. Supreme Master Dennis
Stoddard sent me news releases on the following two:

U.S. Air Force Veteran Pilot Ordained a priest - Father Ryan
Boyle hopes to go back on active duty as a chaplain following a
weekend ordination in Florida by Most Reverend Robert N.
Lynch, Bishop of St. Petersburg, Florida. 
Prospective Catholic U.S. Navy Chaplain ordained a Priest –
Father Jonathan Norton, age 33, ordained a priest in Fort Wayne,
Indiana by His Excellency, the Most Reverend Keith Rhoades,
Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend, Indiana on June 6, 2015.

The Knights of Columbus are serving a great need to the Catholic
servicemen and servicewomen of our country. We need to acknowledge
the effort and hard work being done by many on behalf of the Catholic
Church.

This is a perfect example of the reason for Catholic men to become
Knights and to support the programs of the Knights worldwide. We need
to thank Knights like Supreme Master Dennis Stoddard who has spent his
retirement years in service of the Church and Community worldwide. 

Let’s do our part by contributing to this very special cause!!!!

We are still accepting donations of items & supplies on
Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 

The last day for donations is October 10.

October 21 - 9:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. and 
October 22 - 10:00 a.m. until finished.
October 23-24 - 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.  
October 25 - 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.

Admission: 2 non-perishable food items

Ten vendors plus a group of nurses will be there on October 24-25 from 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. providing
information, taking blood pressure and giving “Free CPR classes.”

Enjoy great food:

October 23 - Vietnamese Spring Rolls
October 24 - Knights of Columbus - Hamburger & Hot Dog lunch plates

October 25 - Filipino Lumpia

Bake Sale all three days and giveaways.

If you want to rent a table, volunteer, have items picked up or have any questions 
please text or call Charm at 377-1299.

Setup:

Sale:
Super Discount Day:
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Originally published in Christ the King Courier May 2013
by Dennis J. McLaughlin

Several months ago, Seurat, my Australian Shepherd died of injuries
from a hit and run accident. I was very fond of this creature, as a member
of my close family in Jacksonville; myself, Seurat and Padrig, a Pembroke
Corgi, also herder of cattle. Anyway, here is Seurat’s story.

It all began about 15 years ago. I was driving through the Nevada
desert mountains returning to Las Vegas from an inspection of a project in
Boise, ID. I was tired and slowed to a stop when I saw a cloud of dust ris-
ing over a ridge, pulled off and saw a herd of about 150 tightly held sheep,
tended by a cowboy, sitting on his horse, with his leg over the saddle,
smoking a cigarette. I asked him how he was able to control his herd so
well. His Peruvian accent did not provide an answer. He pointed toward
the herd and an Australian Shepherd, with eyes, white from kicking hoofs,
circling around the herd. A more beautiful variably colored coated dog I
had never seen. The herd had been in the mountains for three months and
was returning to the ranch. The dog was responsible for the herd, night
and day. I was impressed.

Seven years later, while visiting at a local pet shop on one of Pamela’s
frequent tours in Vegas, I was stunned to find, laying in one of the pet
stalls, an exact puppy re-creation of this awesome desert creature. It was
an Australian Shepherd Blue Merle as seen seven years before. It looked
up at me with the same intense look in his eyes, the same combination of
colors—-white chest, spotted, black on white coat, laced with beige. It
reminded me of the pointillist painting of impressionist painter, George
Seurat....but minus the white eyes. 

Ever since bringing him home, I have had a terrible sense of guilt for
curtailing this intelligent, athletic animal, and making him a pet, denying
him his natural birthright of performing deeds of bravery in the wilder-
ness, protecting the herd, challenging wolves, all the things he was bred
to do. Not to be denied Seurat, with awesome sound sensitivity, sensed the
“dragons” riding around on bikes on the street in front or the “devil”
power mowers on the other side of the fence in backyard. His bark
brought a challenge to the offenders. It was his job to watch at the win-

dow and I tried not to deny it to him. I have such deep respect for this.
When the mailman came every day at the same time, he was ready and I
would let him out into the fenced yard where he had better look. No
neighbors complained more than once, when they realized the absence of
crime in the neighborhood.

This nine-year old, Seurat died doing what he was bred to do, chasing
sheep, and was hit by a car, disappearing through a door, carelessly left
open. I will always feel responsible for my failure. His wounds were not
apparent until he became very subdued. I took him to the vet, who later
called the next morning, after surgery and said that Seurat’s liver was fail-
ing from the savage skin injury and could not be saved. I took his broth-
er/companion, Padrig, the Corgi, to see Seurat, laying on the vets table.
Seurat eyed him before he died. Awfully sad. 

I realize he was only a dog; but his noble identity as a creature of God,
after nine years of an every-day presence, sealed his place in my heart.

SEURAT’S STORY

by Charm I. Saults

I have always believed you are never too old
to learn something new. Knowledge is some-
thing that should be shared with others.
Managing the Religious Article Store, I have
learned a great deal about prayers we can say
besides the traditional ones; also about saints
and archangels who are not well-known. I
would like to share what I know about the
Archangel Uriel. 

There are seven archangels in order: St.
Michael protects us against wickedness. Gabriel
helps us to convey our feelings and thoughts in
a harmonious manner to others. Rafael helps us
to heal when we are hurt. He wraps his wings
around us to keep us safe, while we recover
from illness. Archangel Zadkiel is the angel you
pray to for help to offer forgiveness to others
when they have hurt us. Archangel Jofiel will
help us to find encouragement and motivation to

get things done and unclutter your life. Uriel is
the one I really like. He is really unique. Uriel
illuminates our minds giving us information,
ideas, epiphanies and insights. Uriel is wonder-
ful to call on whenever you are struggling with
a problem at work, while writing or while study-
ing or preparing for a test. He will whisper in
your ear the correct and appropriate answer,
which you will receive as words or thoughts
which are suddenly “downloaded” into your
mind. He even has a special prayer that is short
and works. “Dear Archangel Uriel. Please help
me focus my mind and receive all of the knowl-
edge, wisdom and understanding that I need.”
In pictures he is holding a light “The Light of
Knowledge.”

Unfortunately, we had a big problem at the
last of May. JEA said we were using 5,000 gal-
lons of water per day. The bill was $462.54. We
do not have a swimming pool; no dish washer
except two hands; no watering the lawn, we

leave that up to God. The technician walked
around and could not see anything leaking. He
said call JEA. So John called, and they said they
would send someone out to check everything on
June 11. When John got home from work, I
asked him to check the meter. It was going about
80 miles per hour. So I asked him to check our
A/C as it is a water/air unit. He discovered that
someone had turned the knobs and switched the
system to the city connection. That is a mystery.
John switched it back and took the knobs off.

But the interesting part of this story is that I
had prayed to Uriel to help me find the answer.
I believed he answered my prayers. 

When I was talking with Joshua my 18-year-
old grandson he said it made sense to pray to
angels and saints and ask for their help, because
God is busy with a billion prayers going to him
24/7. Plus, he added, you ask for help, not an
answer right away, just a way you can help your-
self.

Learning, Sharing Knowledge & Believing

I believe this story has a special meaning. It was
written by a young man who wishes to be anony-
mous and asked me to change the names in the
story.

Submitted by Charm I. Saults

Sam Smith would not be considered a role
model by most people. He is a middle-aged,
overweight man, working as a repairman with
less education than I have. He is also an amateur
race car driver, still chasing the dream of mak-
ing it to the highest level of the sport. His prior-
ities are all his own with the racetrack coming
before most things in life, including his home
and occasionally his job. His backyard resem-

bles a junkyard with a falling down outbuilding,
tires, auto parts, an old boat, cinderblocks,
numerous unfinished projects scattered every-
where.

I have been living next door to him for
approximately 20 years. As I was growing up
you would rarely ever see Mr. Smith without a
cigarette hanging out of his mouth and grease on
his hands. Although he has many negative qual-
ities, there is one part of his personality that has
taught me a lot. No matter what he is doing, he
always seems to find time to help others. I can’t
remember when he wasn’t willing to drop
everything he was doing at the time to help a
friend. No matter what it is, if you ask him for
help, he will do his best to be there for you. I

can’t recall an instance when Sam Smith was
too busy.

There’s not one big thing that stands out, but
the many everyday things that make all the dif-
ference in the world. It could be a day when I’m
having problems getting the lawn mower to start
and he notices; or problems with my car and he
would stop what he was doing to get me up and
running again. My parents have raised me to do
little things for people, like always saying
please, thank you and using “Ma’am” and “Sir.” 

Sam Smith has showed me that the impor-
tant things that people are going to remember
you for are your little kindnesses, when you
helped someone in difficulty. Sam Smith was a
truly unique role model.

The Little Things
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The blessing that Father Joseph bestowed on Christ the King
Parishioners:

“May God the Father always look upon you through the wounds of
His Son and grant you a childlike trust in His infinite Mercy. May God
the Son - Jesus Christ - show you the Face of the Father and place in your
heart an insatiable thirst for Him. May Jesus teach you to pray and reveal
to you the infinite love of His Sacred Eucharistic Heart for you. May God
the Holy Spirit make you pure, humble, and poor in spirit; may He fill
you with faith, hope, charity, and the joy of the Gospel; may He fill you
with His sevenfold gifts of piety, fear of the Lord, fortitude, counsel,
knowledge, understanding, and wisdom. May the Holy Spirit give you
the deepest devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary and her Rosary, and may
you always run to God with confidence and humility by holding and
clasping Mary’s Hand. May she who is truly the Mother of God, the
Perpetual Virgin, the Immaculate Conception, the Refuge of Sinners, the
Cause of our Joy, and our very own Mother hold you forever in her
Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart. Through the intercession of Our Lady
of La Leche, St. Joseph, St. Therese of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face,
St. Louis de Montfort, Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, St. Maximilian Marie
Kolbe, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, St. John Paul II, St. Augustine and
St. Monica, St. Cyril of Alexandria (whose feast day is June 27),
Archangels Raphael, Gabriel, and Michael, and all your patron angels
and saints, may the blessing of almighty God - the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit - come down upon you and remain with you forever.”
Amen.

Father Joseph Kuhlman Celebrates

First Mass at Christ the King

Originally published in Christ the King Courier August 2010
by Frank Becht

Joseph Patrick Kuhlman, the handsome young man recently introduced by Father Thanh, is better known as “JoJo.” He is at Christ the King for
his summer seminarian assignment after which he will be attending the North American College in Rome.

JoJo is a member of the Jacksonville community whose family resides in Ponte Vedra, Florida. His parents are Peter and Patricia Saelinger
Kuhlman, his father being a cardiologist and his mother a nurse. Both parents were born and raised in the Covington, Kentucky, area. His father first
came to Florida having earned athletic scholarships that enabled him to attend St. Leo College near
Ocala, Florida. He later attended the University of Louisville Medical School. He served his
residency at University Hospital, now Shands Hospital in Jacksonville, and currently has his
practice near St. Luke’s Hospital.  JoJo’s mother became a registered nurse following high school
and nursing school in Covington, Kentucky.

The Kuhlman family consists of seven children who are all unique in the paths that their lives
have taken: Peter Joseph, age 26, is engaged to be married; JoJo, age 24, is on his way to the
priesthood; Patrick David, age 22, is following his father in the medical profession at Florida State
University; John Paul, age 19, is a sophomore at Davidson College on a basketball scholarship;
Justin John, age 17, is a senior at Episcopal High School; Mary Josephine “Josie,” age 14 is being
homeschooled and is an avid tennis player; Patricia Maria, age 11, is a 6th grader at St Paul’s at the
Beach.

JoJo attended St. Paul’s School at Jacksonville Beach from kindergarten through the 8th grade.
For the first three years of high school he attended Nease High School but graduated from
Providence High School on Hodges Boulevard, Jacksonville. JoJo was quite an athlete in high
school where he played basketball all four years. He reached even greater heights at Rollins College
where he played in the NCAA Division II league for four years. He graduated in May 2008.

As a result of his good looks and his popularity in sports, he had no lacking of female friends;
in fact he had intended to marry a young lady and had applied and been accepted at the University
of Florida Medical School.

He had completed his orientation when he met Father Remek Blaszkowski. After a long moving
conversation with Father Remek regarding his goal in life, he decided not to proceed in the University of Florida. Instead he decided to discern about
this momentous decision for the next two years by attending Ave Maria University in Naples, Florida, where he spent two years studying philosophy.
JoJo indicates this was the most important and earthshaking decision of his life for he had to learn to let go of his own will so that he could seek God’s
will for his life in the call to the priesthood. 

JoJo is a deeply religious person, totally dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It is this dedication that has brought him to his vocation and will
carry him forward in his studies. JoJo’s Goodbye on page 11 speaks in his own words of this devotion and commitment to Mary. JoJo is an extremely
likeable person with a very caring attitude, which compels him to constantly seek his goal. Pray for his continued success so that we have JoJo the
Priest in 2015.

JoJo The Seminarian

Christ the King rejoices with
Father Joseph on his ordination

to the priesthood
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