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Catholic Schools Week 
Communities of Faith, Knowledge, and Service

We recently celebrated our 2016 Catholic Schools Week at Christ the

King  (January 31 – February 5).  It was a fun week filled with lots of events

every day of school.

Sunday, January 31  

Faith, Knowledge and Service: In our Parish

Our celebration began with Mass and an Open House. All CTK students

attended Mass in school uniforms and student council did the readings.

Three students, read testimonials about why they like attending Christ the

King

Monday, February 1 

Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our

Community

On Monday morning, we began with a Living

Rosary in the gym during morning prayers. Following

the rosary, Bishop Kenny’s NJROTC performed for

our students.  We also began our spaghetti sauce drive

for Catholic Charities and our annual collection of

jeans for St. Francis clothes closet. Student Council

kicked off the Penny and Silver War to collect money

for a charity of their choosing.  Monday afternoon our

Kinder A and Kinder B were invited to Morning Star

for an hour of magic; a magician came and entertained

them. Thank you, Morning Star, for this wonderful

opportunity.
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Father Boddie’s  Message
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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and

parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope

that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two

of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King

Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message

of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as

exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,

gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has

forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in

your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to

refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials

submitted for publication.

Renewal and Evangelization in Christ the King Parish

We have begun the year 2016 as a parish community witnessing and experiencing more
opportunities to grow in our Catholic faith through continuing studies and reflections, and to grow as
evangelists for that faith. The New Evangelization calls us to be engaged in actively living our
Catholic faith beyond our parish in the larger community in which we live. The second year of our
five-year plan for Christ the King also calls us to be active, not passive disciples in our parish
community. 

Christ the King has been going through a one-year formation process involving the New
Evangelization. The parish missionary disciples at Christ the King were commissioned by Bishop
Felipe Estevez on January 13, 2016 at Marywood Retreat Center. They will facilitate parish
involvement with the Disciple Maker Index Survey. This survey is the measure of the spiritual
growth and parish engagement of Christ the King as well as other participating parishes. The
information from the survey will be invaluable to me as pastor, and to the staff of the parish, the
school, the Child Care and the many volunteers as we seek ways to best support everyone in their
discipleship journey. Also, the survey asks you, the parishioners of Christ the King, to reflect upon
your own spiritual growth. The survey will provide feedback for leadership in their efforts to increase
parish and personal spiritual growth. 

We as a parish community are looking forward to the arrival of the Sisters of the Sacred Heart to
become part of our parish family. They will reside in the Christ the King convent. The Sisters of the
Sacred Heart are certified nurses who will be involved in the life of the parish at various levels. Their
presence within our parish community, as well as in other ministries in the Jacksonville area,
increases the love and mercy that Pope Francis calls us to live and to be.

As an extension of our New Evangelization and lives directed to mercy, Christ the King is also
establishing a Justice Ministry, which will work with forty other congregations across the city to
address community problems.

Finally, in addition to the foregoing activities, a Fraternus Chapter is being established at Christ the King for boys in sixth through twelfth grades.
The mission of Fraternus is to assist these young men in the virtues of becoming faithful men following Christ. Fraternus fosters brotherhood in virtue
and in the richness of the Catholic faith. In brotherhood men and boys of all ages can work together towards a life of virtue. The young men will
benefit from the influence of virtuous Catholic men.

St. Ignatius of Antioch, bishop and martyr, wrote in his letter to the Ephesians about active faith. He states, “A tree is known by its fruit. So those
who profess to belong to Christ will be known by what they do. For the work we are about is not a matter of words here and now, but depends on
the power of faith and on being found faithful to the end.”

We are baptized into the Body of Christ and through our baptism we are nourished by the Real Presence of the Lord Jesus in the Eucharist of the
Mass. We are called to pray, listen, reflect and put our faith into action each and every day of our lives.

Reverend James R. Boddie, Pastor 

Schedule for Eucharistic Congress

Friday, March 11, 2016
5:00 p.m.  Doors Open
6:00 p.m.  Welcome and Keynote Address by Archbishop Wilton Gregory
7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross presented by the men and women of Comunita Cenacolo
9:00 p.m.  Young Adult Track with Chris Stefanick and Leah Darrow

Saturday, March 12, 2016
7:00 a.m.   Doors Open
8:00 a.m.   Procession of ministries and parishes
9:00 a.m.   Keynote Address by His Eminence Óscar Rodríguez Maradiaga

10:00 a.m.  Mass
12:30 p.m.  Tracks Begin (must pre-register for children’s tracks K-6)

General Track with Father Mitch Pacwa, S.J., Sister Ann Shields, SGL, Father Richard Ho Lung, MOP and
Dale S. Recinella.
Spanish Speaking Track with His Eminence Ósar Rodríquez Maradiaga, Madre Mariá de Fátima Vieira Diniz,
Father Mitch Pacwa, S.J. 
Teen Track with Chris Stefanick, Leah Darrow and Phil Militante

4:00 p.m.  Tracks End / Make your way to the Closing Celebration presented by Missionaries of the Poor
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Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-

tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the

Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct

quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,

if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not

capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Editor’s 

Corner
Christ the King Parish 

celebrates in the Ordination to

the Diaconate of 

George Barletta. 

We pray the Lord will bless you

as you follow in His Way.

by Carol-Ann Black

Recently, it was
announced that Theresa
Little, director of the
Christ the King Child Care
Center, had been appointed
to become Early Learning
Coordinator for the
Diocese of St. Augustine.
Fortunately, she will
remain as director at Christ
the King, as well as direc-
tor at the new site on
County Road 210. That
center is sponsored by the
diocese, as no parish is in
that location yet. The name
of the center will be St.
Therese of the Child Jesus.
Theresa will also be travel-
ing throughout the diocese
helping early learning pro-
grams in our Catholic
schools. Theresa’s words
about this position, “I am
very excited about this opportunity and proud that Christ the King is the
model for the diocese.”

Hearty Congratulations, Theresa Little. Yours has been a fine program
and it is no surprise that the diocese will use it as a model.

A New Appointment,

A Great Honor

by Carol-Ann Black

Who, may I ask, designed the
calendar for this year? How did it
happen that Ash Wednesday has fall-
en just after the feast of the
Epiphany? I guess time flies when
you have deadlines. I want to express appreciation to all the contributors
to this issue who were able to get their articles pulled together in a time-
ly manner. Especially, I want to thank Adriana Giles, who was willing to
hustle her article about Catholic Schools Week to us in a matter of hours,
thus keeping current events truly current and in the right issue of the
Courier.

We heard from several new contributors. Among them is Gerry
Schmidt, who wrote about the mission of the Legion of Mary in the parish
and the neighborhood. Amazing evangelization it seems to me. Three Boy
Scouts wrote with great enthusiasm about their different canoe trips with
Christ the King Troop 5. 

Two articles were done about activities in the Vietnamese communi-
ty. Nhy-Y Nguyen wrote about the Sunday school children doing a holi-
day party for the members of Harbor House. Obviously a grand time was
had by all. Deacon Peter Can Dang spoke to the dilemma faced by
Vietnamese families in maintaining their historic, ethnic character and
language vs. integrating into the local community for economic and social
comfort. 

A special surprise came from Karen Sigl. She simply recounted a sim-
ple event during an auto trip. Prayer is a wonderful thing. Thank you,
Karen, for sharing this unassuming, but happy tale. I hope that there will
be more to come—-from you and from others you inspire. 

Now for the WANT ADS. Each Courier issue needs more articles to
continue as a vibrant and relevant publication. We need YOU. If you don’t
wish to write yourself but have a topic of curiosity—-send in your sug-
gestions and ideas to the same email address—-ckcourier@gmail.com.
We can probably find a writer for your topic. Also we need additional
photographers. We have run Bill Coppedge ragged. He is still willing to
occasionally help out, but two or three folks who have a camera and enjoy
using it, will do nicely.

Before I close, I just want to call attention to the books covered in A
Good Read, especially the one about St. John Paul the Great. Now I am
off to pick up my Rice Bowl for Lent that begins today. The money col-
lected by Catholic Relief Services goes to improve the living conditions
and spiritual lives of people all over the world. Don’t be afraid to stuff in
some folding money too. 

Women’s CRHP weekend is

April 30 - May 1

Men’s CRHP weekend is

May 14 - 15

Retreat hours are 

8:30 a.m. on Saturday – 4:00 p.m. on Sunday

For further information, contact Kelli Moneyhan
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by Gerry Schmidt,

The Legion of Mary was
founded September 7, 1921 in
Dublin, Ireland by Frank Duff,
Servant of God. (That means he’s
up for canonization.) Frank Duff
gave a talk in 1956 in Dayton,
Ohio, the gist of which was, we
Catholics need to be evangelizing
people to our faith. Among the
things he said: “Seek out and talk to
every soul.”

He gave three objectives to the
Legion: personal sanctification,
doing an apostolic work, and
spread of devotion to Mary.

1. All active Legionaries
say a rosary and a few other
prayers at meetings.
Between meetings we say a
daily catena, which is
essentially the Magnificat
and a few other prayers.
Catena is Latin for chain,
and saying this prayer daily
links all Legionaries around
the world.
2. The apostolic work that
Frank Duff had in mind was
door-to-door evange-
lization, as mentioned
above.
3. This speaks for itself. It’s
something we would do,
even if not in the Legion.

Someone may say, “I already
pray for the spread of Christ’s
kingdom. Why should I, an
ordinary Catholic, get involved in
going door-to-door?” The answer
is, because Christ commands it.
Remember that He charged His
apostles,

“Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all
nations…teaching them to
observe all that I have
commanded you…” Mt
28:19.
“That all may be one…” Jn
17: 21, 23.
“And other sheep I have
that are not of this fold.
Them also I must bring…
and there shall be one fold
and one shepherd.” Jn
10:16.
“…The harvest is plentiful
but the workers are few…”
Mt 9:37.

St. Benedict says, “Ora et
labora!” St. Paul says, “Work out
your salvation in fear and

trembling.” Philippians 2:12.
Western civilization has reached
the heights that it has by millions of
our Catholic predecessors doing
just that. You know, the religion
that people believe influences what
they do - or don’t do in life. For
example, there isn’t much incentive
to improve self or society, living by
“Once saved, always saved,” or a
belief that the body is just an
illusion; or that you’re just a soul,
or that life is just about avoiding
pain.

Nietzsche was right: if there is
no God, then do whatever you
please. Use people. Liquidate those
who get in your way. Steal from
them. Nazism and Communism
show the destructiveness that that
has led to. And remember that
Neitzsche wound up insane.

OK. You say you go door-to-
door evangelizing. Does one have
to be a scholar to go door-to-
door?

No. One does have to be a
sincerely-practicing Catholic, and
accept all of the church’s teachings.

How do you open a
conversation?

Everyone has his or her own
style, and I don’t stifle the Holy
Spirit by telling my partner what to
do. (We go in twos.) When
someone answers the door the
dialog usually goes something like
this:

“Hi. I’m Gerry and this is
_____. We’re from Christ the King
Catholic Church (We wear a badge
that says so.), and we’re here to tell
you that Jesus loves you, He died
for you, and He set up the Catholic
Church for you. What’s your
name?”

“John Smith”
“John, do you have a church?”
Here the responses vary from
“I’m very active in ___

Protestant church, ex-Catholic,
Mormon, Jehovah’s Witness, no
church, atheist, Buddhist, Muslim.”

What else happens in a visit
by the Legion?

We are forthright in saying that
we’d like them to consider joining
the Catholic Church. To that end
we ask them if we may leave them
a packet which includes a Sunday
bulletin, a letter of invitation in
English and Spanish from Father
Boddie, an apologetic broadside:
12 Questions People Ask about
Catholics, and a business-sized
card informing them about our
local Catholic radio station WQOP
1460 am, and EWTN TV. Father
Boddie’s invitation features his
picture, as an incentive to the many
black people we meet.

We point out that starting each
September there are RCIA classes
meeting on Wednesdays. From
about mid-October it’s too late to
join RCIA, so we tell them about
our Bible study on Thursdays at
10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. We find
that very often people seek a
church where there is real

fellowship, and we emphasize
fellowship can be found at the
Bible studies.

We ask them for their email
addresses and explain that this is so
that we may send them one of the
many YouTube videos made by
Marcus Grodi and his Journey
Home program. The choice
depends on their religion or lack
thereof.

Many people leave the church
because they were married outside
the church. For these we keep the
phone number of the Marriage
Tribunal with us.

If they’re not home we roll the
packet up and place it between the
doorknob and jamb.

One of us keeps a notebook
recording pertinent facts about the
call, such as if the callee seems
interested enough for a follow-up
call.

We encounter people who
speak Spanish and little English.
We could use people who are
bilingual.

Sometimes a house has a notice
that says, “No Soliciting.” Our
right to do what we do is spelled
out in Jacksonville’s Municipal
Code of Ordinances Section 250,
where it explains that we are not
soliciting. We carry that ordinance
with us. We’ve never had to use it.
What “No Soliciting” means to the
home owner is, “We don’t want any
religious people knocking on our
door.” We just don’t go there.

Sometimes the people on whom
we call have needs which trump
talking about religion. That’s why
we carry with us a referral guide to
various kinds of public assistance.

Do people slam the door in
your faces?

No. Some, upon hearing
“Catholic Church,” begin closing
the door very resolutely, but there
are no slams.

Describe the area where you
evangelize.

The northern border of our
parish is Merrill Rd. The eastern
one runs along Southside
Connector, Atlantic Blvd., and
meridian 81° 34’ 02. The western
one is Pottsburg Creek/St. Johns
River. We have knocked on all the
houses between Southside
Connector, Townsend Blvd.,
Merrill Rd. and Lone Star Rd. Just
recently we began the area between
Townsend Blvd., Rogero Rd.,
Merrill Rd. and Lone Star Rd. Our
goal is to canvass the entire parish.”

Would you recommend the
Legion’s visiting those who have
joined the church after time in
RCIA?

Yes. The church frequently
loses neophytes because once
they’re in the church, they’re
forgotten. We’d also like them to
consider evangelizing with us.
Converts have a lot of zeal.”

What happens at a typical
meeting?

The meeting is called a
Presidium, and we meet weekly.
We start, and end, on time.
Meetings take 1 ½ hours. I won’t
go into minutiae. We read maybe
two pages from our handbook, take
up a secret collection, listen to
work reports from the previous
week, read a page from the
Compendium of the Catechism,
announce upcoming business, and
assign next week’s work
assignments.

Does the Legion of Mary in
this diocese have a website?

Yes. It’s www.
.jacksonvillecomitium.com

What does Bishop Estévez
think of the Legion of Mary?

I spoke with him at Father Ed
Murphy’s installation as pastor of
Immaculate Conception. He
believes in what we do.

What did Bishop Galeone
think of the Legion?

He wanted a presidium in every
parish.

What is the minimum age
limit for membership?

One has to be 18 to be a
member. By the way, there is no
upper age limit. We have three
members in their eighties.

What about people who want
to be active legionaries, but don’t
have the stamina to go door to
door?

We have a phone ministry.
Using parish lists, we call,
introduce ourselves, and in the
course of a conversation ask them
if they are still members of Christ
the King. There are four possible
answers:

1. No. We’ve moved. We
now go to _____ Catholic
Church.
2. No. We have left the
Catholic religion. (We want
to get them back.)
3. No. I’m divorced and
into a second marriage that
the church does not
recognize. (We tell them
about the annulment
process and give them the
number of the Marriage
Tribunal.)
4. Yes. (In this case we try
to get them to become more
active in the parish, e.g. by
joining the Legion of
Mary.)

What about people who can’t
attend meetings, but want to help
somehow?

For them we have Auxiliary
Membership. They sign a pledge to
say a rosary daily, plus prayers in a
tri-fold known as the Tessera.

Finally, there is a meeting for
officers, known as a Comitium,
every month. Every presidium
takes a turn hosting one. Other
members are encouraged to attend.
At the end of each Comitium there
is a copious pot-luck buffet.

Legion of Mary



by Charm I Saults

I have been doing some research and I believe you will find this inter-
esting in this Year of Mercy.

We have a powerful and merciful God. At times we have all fallen
short of God’s glory, but he understands us. His mercy is incredible. That
is why we all should be aware of God’s love and mercy. At times we may
have problems with comprehending his mercy, but we need to be aware it
is always there.

God knows we are all sinners, but he sent his only Son to die on the
cross for our sins. That is why God’s mercy is so great. Let us not forget
in our day-to-day lives Jesus was willing to die for all those people who
are imperfect. 

Here are just a few scriptures which talk about God’s mercy:

2 Samuel 24:14 And David said to Gad, I am in a great strait: let us fall
now into the hand of the LORD; for his mercies are great: and let me
not fall into the hand of man.

Psalms 86:5 For you, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous
in mercy to all them that call on you.

Psalms 145:9 The LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over
all his works.

Luke 6:36 Be you therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.
Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love with

which he loved us,
Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but accord-

ing to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost;

Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which according to his abundant mercy has begotten us again to a
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

February2016 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 5

This Is The Year Of Mercy

Mercyby Charm I. Saults

Making a decision to help those less fortunate than you, someone in a desperate situation.

Especially showing forgiveness to someone who has offended you.

Receiving a blessing that is an act of divine favor.

Compassionate treatment of those in distress.

Your way of showing kindness and caring for others,
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My Lesson from the Poor Widow: A Reflection

on Faith and Mercy in the Holy Year of Mercy
by Martin L. Ibeh
Seminarian
Diocese of St. Augustine 

It was during my internship in Nigeria. The
country was going through a hard time: supplies
of gas were limited. Few commercial vehicles
were available and the cost of transportation was
exorbitantly high. I had to leave early for the
school so as to catch the city bus, which charged
a lesser fare. On this particular day, I left for the
school before 6:00 a.m. Getting to the bus stop,
I stood by the roadside awaiting the arrival of
the bus. I was silently praying my rosary. Soon I
caught sight of a woman on the sidewalk. She
was pulling a log of wood for her son to sit
on. For some reason, I walked towards
them and greeted, “Good morning.” With
a grin, she politely responded, “Good
morning, sir.” “How are you doing?”, I
asked. She responded in the local
language, “Thank God that we are alive to
see another day.” Without hesitation, she
began to relate her story. She was
widowed five years at that time. Her
brothers-in-law had dispossessed her of
her husband’s property. She had nothing
left to meet the needs of her five children,
including the seven-year-old boy with her,
who was blind.

She reached for her son and, turning
her son’s neck, the woman said to me,
“See his face. He lost the two eyes from
measles when he was a baby.” With eyes
bathed in tears, the woman said, “It makes
my heart bleed that each day, I bring my
son here, sitting all day long to beg for
alms.” She wiped her tears and continued,
“Yet, I trust that the Lord has not
abandoned us. He sees my many tears.”
She was still sobbing when the city bus
arrived. In a hurry, I thanked her for
sharing that with me, promising to meet
with her soon. I bade her good-bye and
hopped into the bus.

When I went on board the bus,
thoughts of the woman with her son could
not get off my mind. I shared with one of
my colleagues about my experience that
morning. Surprisingly, he knew the
woman. He told me that she worked as a
porter in a local bakery. The son always
sat by the roadside by himself begging.
The young man affirmed that the poor
widow had passed through serious abuse
and neglect from her brothers-in-law. She had to
struggle very hard to support her family. The son
who begged for alms on the street received a
considerable amount of alms, which helped in
taking care of the family’s daily meals.

Now it is true that some beggars disguise
themselves as sick, homeless or handicapped
with the intention to get the people’s attention
and sympathy. A friend once told me of certain
parents who, due to greed and sloth, turned their
children into street beggars. Begging for them
generates more money for the family than taking
up a job. With this in mind, when I first saw the
woman with her son from a distance, my first
impression was that she might be one of those
who feign illness or disability to get people to
give them alms. I thought about how some
exploit innocent children for the sake of money.
But this woman’s case was not as I had thought.
How prejudiced and judgmental I was! She did
not decide to turn her son into a beggar. It was
rather as a result of the unfortunate condition
that made begging an unavoidable option for
them. My heart was pierced with compassion as

I gazed at the young boy who could not see the
beauty of creation. Who wouldn’t have
sympathy for the poor lad who had to sit there
by himself asking for alms all day long come
rain or shine? It struck me even more deeply
when the woman told me her sad story.

As I reflect on my encounter with the poor
widow and her son, I think of Christ’s presence
in the lives of the poor. I recall Christ’s own
words in Matthew, “Amen I say to you, as long
as you did it to one of these my least brethren,
you did it to me” (Matt 25:40). I can see myself
among the audience to whom St. Caesarius of
Arles addresses his sermon when he asks,
“What kind of people are we? When God gives,

we wish to receive, but when he begs we refuse
to give. Remember, it was Christ who said: I
was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat.
When the poor are starving, Christ too hungers.
Do not neglect to improve the unhappy
conditions of the poor…Christ hungers now… it
is he who deigns to hunger and thirst in the
persons of the poor” (LH, vol. III, 547). 

Many of the saints have wonderful insights
into our relationship with serving the poor.
Mother Teresa of Calcutta also teaches me how
I can identify Jesus among the people, “We need
the eyes of deep faith to see Christ in the broken
body and dirty clothes under which the most
beautiful One among the sons of men hides. We
shall need the hands of Christ to touch those
bodies wounded by pain and suffering.” In
another place the blessed woman says that it
amounts to loss of faith when I do not
acknowledge that “the person lying in the dirt”
is my “brother or sister.” St. John Chrysostom’s
counsel concerning the poor, as well, flashes
into my mind, “But you say, the poor are
unclean and filthy. Wash him, and make him to

sit with you at table. If he has dirty garments,
give him clean ones. Christ comes to thee
through him, and do you stand trifling?” I
cannot help pondering the exciting words of
Gregory of Nyssa who enjoins me not to look
down on the poor, but to see them as precious
persons created in the image of the Lord. They
are “heirs of future blessings, bearing the keys
of the kingdom.” I think of the young devout
lady, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, who never
repelled any beggar. She devoted her life in
attending to the sick and the very poor. She also
helped some of the beggars who were capable to
become productive and self-reliant by working
as much as each individual could.  

In our own time, Pope Francis is right
when he says that we can learn much from
the poor. In their difficult struggles, the
poor keep the faith and “know the
suffering Christ” (EG, 198). Truly, I
learned my lesson from the widow.  It is
exciting to note that the woman’s trials
and challenges would not tempt her to
lose her faith in God’s presence and
merciful love. “Yet, I trust that the Lord
has not abandoned us. He hears all my
many tears,” she said. Here, the words of
Psalmist come to mind, “Though I am
afflicted and poor, the Lord keeps me in
mind. You are my help and deliverer”
(Psalm 40:17). Like the Psalmist, the
woman rests her hope in the Lord. She
accepts her poverty with patient
resignation to God’s will, trusting that the
Lord has not abandoned her and her
family. She was convinced that despite the
darkness of the moment, the Lord is at
work in her life and in her family. Indeed,
the compassionate Savior hears her many
tears! How my little faith had inclined me
to seek consolation somewhere else when
things did not go my way! Now I have
learned to wait on the Lord. When I
experience any adversities, I remember
that God has a plan for my life and is
working for my good.    

But it is not enough for me to have an
abstract kind of faith in God. Faith
without mercy is really a mess. We are in
the Year of Mercy, thanks be to God. I see
mercy as love’s healing balm touching the
core of our hurts. My Christian faith calls
me to exercise the acts of mercy to my
neighbors. The Catechism clearly
explains the works of mercy, mentioning

the spiritual works of mercy as including,
“Instructing, advising, consoling, comforting.”
The Catechism goes on to explain the corporal
works of mercy as consisting “especially in
feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless,
clothing the naked, visiting the sick and
imprisoned.” The Catechism identifies alms-
giving as one of the essential “witnesses to
fraternal charity; it is also a work of justice
pleasing to God” (CCC, 2447).

I realize that the poor widow wanted me to
listen to her story. Ah, I wish I was not in a hurry
at that moment! The Spirit constantly stirs up
my heart to be more attentive to the needs of my
neighbors: the suffering, the sick, the oppressed,
those feeling lonely, and those in the fringes of
the society. I am called to be close to them, to
serve and to share my resources with them
without taking advantage of them. As Christ
says, whatever I do to the lowly ones, I do to
Him. I may not be able to supply their material
needs but love and care do not run dry in the
hearts of the people of faith, in those who love
Christ. Some persons’ needs are not necessarily
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My Lesson from the Poor widow...
Continued from previous page

the material gifts that I may offer them, but rather my listening ear, my
care, my genuine smile, my accompaniment, my words of cheers and
encouragement. It is in this light that Mother Teresa of Calcutta insight-
fully remarks that poverty is not only about hunger, nakedness and
homelessness. She describes as the greatest form of poverty, “the pover-
ty of being unwanted, unloved and uncared for.” She calls us to begin
addressing this form of poverty right from our homes. Surely, it is not
too late for me. And so I ask that the Lord may make me a missionary
of His love and mercy. True, this holy mission of mercy must begin
right from my home, then to the whole world. 

I know that on some occasions in the past, certain preconceived ideas
had prevented me from giving myself in solidarity and care for certain
persons. And accordingly, when I first saw the woman with her son, I
thought of exploitation, laziness, greed for money, corruption. Christ does
not want me to stereotype anyone or relate with others in a judgmental
manner. Such attitude damages true love, basic trust and life-giving con-
cern for one another, which we should enjoy as children of God. When
someone begs for alms, instead of judging the genuineness of his or her
neediness (which is sometimes hard to determine), I should see in them
the face of Christ. The act of begging in itself is a state of neediness. I
should look at the person begging, even those who are deceivers and
impostors, with the eyes of love. They too need my love; they need my
prayer, so that they may be open to the grace to improve and behave with
honesty and integrity as God’s children. When I love others uncondition-
ally, then the Spirit will help me to offer the right help at the right time,
and this may be moral or spiritual or material assistance. Christ looks at
every person with the eyes of love and seeks to help the individual share
in His boundless merciful love, freedom, peace and joy.

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews reminds me to “keep doing
good works and sharing” what I have received from the Lord, “for these
are the kinds of sacrifice that please God” (Heb 13:16). My vocation as
Christian is one of communicating Christ’s love, touching lives in joyful,
generous, transforming service of charity. When I listen to my neighbor,

when I express a genuine sympathy for his or her plight, when I forgive
hurts, when I share with him or her the gifts the Lord has entrusted to me,
I live and offer the Gospel to the world. No other better way to live the
Gospel than to share what I have with my neighbor for the sake of Christ.
My love for the Lord should move me to give to the needy. In giving, I
am sharing in their suffering and, of course, in Christ’s suffering, for, as
St. Paul says, we are members of Christ. Christ is our Head in our mysti-
cal, mutual connection with Him (cf. Rom 12:5).

No one who encounters Christ remains the same. The growth in my
personal relationship with Jesus Christ has transformed my perception
and relationship with my neighbors. Each morning, Christ invites me to
open my heart so that He may breathe into me a fresh breath of His love.
The Spirit of Love sets me on fire with God’s love and mercy to relate
with others in a more healthy and holy way, free from prejudice, discrim-
ination, duplicity and selfish interest. I strive daily to be more and more
disposed to the Spirit who works in us in reaching out to others, to invite
them to a life-changing encounter with Christ. We know that Christ
showed great care for the poor and the suffering. I, too, am called to love
and care for them, to serve and to share with them the joy and consolation
of Christ’s presence in their lives. Every morning, I pray that the Lord
may show me how He wants me to serve Him in my neighbor. At the end
of the day, I spend some time to do examination of conscience, to see how
I have shown love or have failed to exercise mercy in the course of the
day. I pray always that the Lord may make my heart like His, so that I may
be more concerned and attentive to the needs of others rather than being
selfish and biased; to be more tender and caring rather than being hard-
hearted and neglectful; to be more compassionate and sensitive to the suf-
ferings of others rather than being indifferent; to be more humble and
respectful rather than being arrogant and scornful; to be more merciful
rather than being vindictive and spiteful. I beg the Lord to open my eyes
of faith to see Him in those around me, most especially in my suffering
brothers and sisters. For unless I begin to see Christ in my brothers and
sisters, I will lose sight of the Lord. 

by Annie Sabatino

The December meeting of the Queens and Kings was held on
December 6. Vicky Lopes (The Entertainer) sang and played music that
the members could sing along and also dance to. Patty and Michael
Fontana played Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus. Food was catered by Glen The
Caterer. Door prizes were given out, and 50/50 was held.  Everyone had
that Christmas feeling. 

The January meeting took place on January 10. A baby shower was
held for the Emergency Pregnancy Services. Members brought in many

useful items that mothers could use for their newborns. Someone brought
in a stroller. Wendi Klinkenberg came by to pick up all the items that were
brought in. She thanked the members for their generous donations.

Door prizes were awarded to those that could guess what nursery
rhyme had the line that was listed on a sheet of paper that was at each
table.

The next meeting will be in February. Check the bulletin for the date. 

Dues are five dollars per year. If you are 55 years plus come and join. 

Queens and Kings

Father Xavier leads members in prayers at

the November Thanksgiving meal

Wanda Magne with Fr. Xavior

Georgette Shalley and Gwen Ogdon

Santa Mike and Mrs. Clause Patti Fontana

President Mike presents Emergency Pregnancy Services, volun-

teer, Wendy with lots of gifts from the Q&K at their “Baby

Shower” in January
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by Raine Araya

The Mass Journal is a powerful
practice that can help each of us actively
seek the voice of God during Mass. It is
explained by Matthew Kelly in his book
Rediscover Catholicism as a way of
rediscovering the personal power Mass
has for each of us in becoming “the best
version of ourselves.” He says, “I believe
that God is constantly speaking to us,
through people and events, through the
Scriptures and the Church. But each
Sunday we have an intimate encounter
with God in the Mass. Perhaps here more
than anywhere else, God wants to speak to
you.” 

As members of the Education Committee began exploring how to
introduce the Mass Journal to our parish at Christ the King, we discovered
individuals already developing this habit.  One of those is Rosalba
Moreno, who shares her experience below:

Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I want to share with you my journey with my Mass Journal. I

have been learning so much about how God patiently and
mercifully loves us.

Life finds ways to place road blocks that made me doubt, to
ask why I am in this journey, or to simply feel I should quit. I
thought it was over for me – but God sent me a message through
Matthew Kelly’s books and audiobooks to have faith and keep
searching for Him; to know again that God is the reason because
He loves me so much He sent His only Son to die for me on the
cross.

Matthew makes reference on how we can take advantage of
the one true gift of life. He says we should attend Holy Mass with
a mind and heart of gratitude. He suggests to get a journal and to
write down one thing, a “message”, that I hear during Mass
that inspires me to take action for that week. He explains that then
you will start to see a pattern on how the Holy Spirit enlightens
your life with wisdom to love God and to thirst for His love.

My life has been transformed to believe and to praise Him.
When I go into Confession, I now understand how perfect God’s
ways are. I just wonder how beautiful and peaceful our lives
would be if we truly believe in God’s promises. I have learned
that I have to let go of my title “me” and know that my faith is all
about praying, giving, and honoring God above all things. 
Love, 
Rosalba A. Moreno

Mass journaling is a goal of the Education Committee for our parish
because imagine how dynamic our congregations would become if
everyone arrived actively seeking the voice of God in their lives… and
then started talking about their experiences with each other! So as you
enter the church, pick up a Mass Journaling card from the basket at the
Baptismal Font. Maybe you won’t write on it today, but just begin by
reading it and reflecting.  The best habits start with small steps and we
hope you join us on this journey.

“If you believed God was going to speak to you at Mass, I suspect you
would bring pen and paper. Get yourself a Mass Journal.” –Matthew
Kelly

From the Education

Committee:

Mass Journaling
St. John Paul the Great, His Five Loves, by Jason Evert

and The Abby, by James Martin, SJ

by Carol-Ann Black

Both of my good reads were Christmas gifts—-
one from my daughter. (I gave her the same gift.
Would you believe that we are both fans of James
Martin?) The other, from a very thoughtful friend.
The Abby I knew would be a great success, but I
wasn’t sure of St. John Paul the Great. There are
times when I get tired of the adulation constantly
showered upon him. We all know that he was an
amazing man and a fine pope. This book, however,
made me understand who John Paul, the man, was.
Who this person was. What drove him in his mission
as priest and pope. 

I was somewhat familiar with his early story—-born in Poland in
1920; lost his mother when he was only eleven; did well in school;
remained devoted to his church; attended university and began seminary
studies after the invasion by Germany, which made everyone’s life
impossibly difficult, to say nothing of that of a young seminarian. But I
never understood the true meaning of his devotion to his church, to his
God. He and his father attended daily Mass before school, and prayed
nightly together. After his father’s death, Karol moved in with another
family, who spoke of his devotion—-daily Mass and prayer in his room
where he lay prostrate. During the Nazi occupation he worked in a quarry,
which required him to walk four miles round-trip daily and his devotions
continued. He took night shift work for a friend whose wife was
delivering her baby. And still he continued. 

After clandestine seminary studies, he was ordained in 1946. He
pursued his vocation with young people, often leading them on retreat
days in the countryside, when he was most often called by the students
“uncle” rather than father or reverend. As the Germans left, the Russians
poured into Poland and communism didn’t like priests any more than the
Nazis. 

In 1958 Karol Wojtyla was consecrated bishop of Krakow, and seven
years later archbishop. Would it surprise you to know that the
Communists had rejected six or seven names until they demanded
Wojtyla, whom they thought would be more manageable and amenable to
their demands on the Church. Little did they know.  

So, besides the young people, what were the other four loves of Pope
John Paul the Great? Human love, the Blessed Sacrament, the Virgin
Mary, the Cross. We are familiar with the writings of John Paul about
married love, and his devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and Mary and
the Cross. But this wonderful book also acquaints us with John the Kind
and John the Generous and John the Merciful. 

He always ran late. Not out of temper or disorder, but because
someone caught him unawares and asked for advice or prayer and he
always obliged and never cut anyone short. He was a source of irritation
for the Vatican team employed to keep him well dressed as well as on
time. As fast as they would purchase new clothing he would give it away
to someone more deserving.  His mended underwear was a constant
irritant to them. The poor had nobody to mend for them. He did. And he
gave away the new. 

And finally, despite the fact that he suffered for the rest of his life
from the wounds inflicted, John the Merciful forgave the man who shot
him and who nearly ended his life. There is so much more to learn in this
book. I recommend it highly. It was a pleasure to read.

And now to The Abbey. This is James Martin’s
first novel. I hope there is another in the offing. The
primary cast of characters is Anne, the divorced
single mom, struggling with grief on the loss of her
only son; Mark, a young architect caught in the
economic turmoil of the past few years, now working
as a handyman at the Abbey; Father Paul, the abbot of
the Abbey of Saints Philip and James, who questions
the value of his secluded religious life. Father Paul’s
Abbey provides the setting for these characters to
meet and discover some of the answers they seek.
They discover the power of God to provide hope and

understanding and ultimately comfort in their lives. Father Martin weaves
his own (and Father Paul’s) spiritual wisdom throughout the story.  The
Abbey will be a great read for all ages. I especially recommend it to the
young people in the parish. So many of Anne’s and Mark’s questions and
disappointments and rants are so close to what one hears from our youth.
I have both books at home and they are available to anyone interested.

Just give me a call. 

Another Good Read

Don’t give up
something for

Lent ...
Take something on.
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by Nicholas Johnson, January 29, 2016

There are moments in your life that change you, and then there are
moments in your life that change everything about you. These moments
are shown best when you are telling someone about yourself. If I were say
to you, “Tell me about yourself,” what would you say first? A parent
would probably talk about their kids, a journalist his writing, and me, my
study abroad experience. 

I lived in Rome, Italy for four months and came back completely
changed. Every aspect of my existence has been redefined. Of course, the
core of who I am has not changed. For example, I still have my desire to
explore and solve new problems, my excitement when I make a new
friend and my unwavering love for life. Those have never changed and I
pray never will, but what has changed is how these core values manifest
themselves in my life. I see the world through a completely new set of
eyes. 

After living in Italy, and more importantly learning to live like an
Italian, I have unlocked myself from my previously only-American point
of view. Think about it, it makes perfect sense; how can you understand
or think from another person’s point of view if you have never experi-
enced it? Your mind can’t comprehend something it has never been
exposed to. More importantly, my mind was exposed to new ideas, not
necessarily the Italian mindset, but a non-American mindset, which has
led me to question everything about my upbringing and everything around
me.

In Italy I was beyond blessed to experience all that I did. I humbly say
that I was inside St. Peter’s Basilica and saw the Pope more times than I
can count and remember. These are things most people dream about doing
and seeing just once in their lives and I was blessed enough to have done
it multiple times before my 20th birthday. 

So what is all this experience and perception good for? How am I
going to implement the lessons I learned abroad into my daily life? These
are both great questions and ones I often meditate on. First let’s go back
to the beginning: I come from a very privileged yet humble upbringing. I

am a white, upper-class male who attended Catholic school for 12 years,
starting with Christ the King and continuing to Bishop Kenny. I lived
sheltered and loved by two parents who never led me to question where
my next meal was coming from. All in all, life was very easy growing up
and a perfect storm for me to be a brat and under appreciative of the bless-
ings I had been given. But I would end up a very humble, modest young
man. My parents didn’t raise me to be anything different.

I was confident going into Italy and what I received was the rudest
awaking of all. I didn’t know a word of Italian and had never been out of
the country before deciding to move to a foreign land for four months. I
was met by an administrator from my university in the airport where he
gave me the keys to my apartment, told the taxi driver my address, and
said orientation is in two days, see you then. Stunned adrenaline is what
powered me for the first few days. I was scared and living alone in down-
town Rome. Most people in the States probably imagine a study abroad
experience in Italy as the ultimate dream vacation, but there is a radically
different mindset and approach when you are going to live, not merely
travel. I wasn’t a tourist in Rome, rather a “Roman citizen.” I had to live,
cook, travel, be as the Romans are and that is where the most beautiful
part of my study abroad experience manifests itself, not in the amazement
of the monuments I saw, rather in the absolute struggle to adapt and live
in an alien environment. To tell you the truth, Rome sucked for the first
two and a half months. I hated that city and was being beat down by life
there. Everything changed once I put aside my American attitude and
pride and decided to give the Italian life a try. This is the day everything
changed and Rome became beautiful for me.

I learned that life is complicated, challenging, and sometimes painful,
but only in the complexity of life do we find clarity of life and all of life’s
beauty is revealed. This is my greatest take-away from life in Italy, not
Rome, not the Pope in Vatican City, but the ability to learn how to adapt
and survive in a new environment, and more importantly, enjoy the
process for all the beauty it is.

Nicholas is one of Charm Sault’s grandsons, and has written for
Courier previously. 

Being Comfortable with the Unknown 
My experience abroad

by Karen Sigl

As Catholics we believe that God answers all prayers, but in His own
time and in His own way.  Sometimes His way is not our way, but all
prayers are answered. There are times too, when God answers quickly and
profoundly as He did for us on this particular occasion.

My husband and I were traveling to Maryland to spend Christmas
with our son. We spent the night in Hillsville, VA, which is about the
halfway point of our journey. We checked the telephone book to locate a
church so that we could attend Sunday Mass. Luckily, we did find a
church and there was a 9:00 a.m. Mass on the schedule.

We got up early, had breakfast, packed up and checked out of our
motel room. We proceeded to church but were very disappointed to learn
that the 9:00 a.m. Mass was only once a month and this was not that
Sunday. The next Mass was scheduled for 11:00 a.m. We pondered what
to do. Should we wait or should we go on? We still had a long way to go
and to wait meant that we could be faced with night time travel on a
mountain road which we did not want to do.

We took our dilemma to God in prayer and prayed specifically, “Lord,
please help us to find a church along the way so we won’t miss Sunday

Mass and please, make it easy for us to find and make it easily accessi-
ble.”

We took to the road and drove for some time and then Ed felt the need
to take the exit into Roanoke, VA. He thought there would be a good
chance that we might find a church there. After a short distance I was
amazed to see twin spires come into view. Surely, this must be a Catholic
church, I thought, and indeed it was! Here was this beautiful Gothic
church, sitting on the highest knoll in Roanoke, right in front of us. There
was no way we could have missed it. We drove just a short distance on to
another street and then exited right into the parking lot of Saint Andrew’s
Catholic Church. It could not have been any easier to find or more easily
accessible than that. Wow, did God answer our prayer! He was not fin-
ished though. We still had a blessing to come.

As we were getting out of our car we observed a woman approaching
us from way across the parking lot. Noticing our Florida tag, she assumed
that we were most likely visitors. We were warmly greeted and given a
brief history of the church and then she invited us to attend Mass and go
for refreshments in the parish hall. I am sorry that I cannot recall her
name, but we will never forget her and the wonderful hospitality that she
extended to us. May God bless her.

An Answered Prayer
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by Paul Ghiotto

(Ed. Note: this article is the
fourth in a series about various
buildings – present and past – on
the church grounds)

During the fall months of 1955
Christ the King Catholic School
began its first year on the second
floor of Immaculate Conception

Catholic School in downtown
Jacksonville while the spanking
new Arlington campus was being
constructed.  “Charter”
parishioners attended Sunday Mass
in the new Swisher gymnasium on
the campus of what was then
known as Jacksonville Junior
College. 

In January 1956 four classes of
street urchins proudly marched into
the first building opened on the
new Christ the King Catholic
Church and School campus.  Today
this building bears the name of “St.
Joseph” but back in the beginning it
was simply the only building on the
grounds. It was a combination of a
school – Grades One through Four
of two classes each – on the top
story and the church on the bottom.
This setup would remain the same
until September 1957 when a new
“provisional” church building –
today’s school cafeteria and church
hall - was constructed.

In December 1956 the most
iconic of all CK buildings was built
– the infamous Clubhouse!  For
over 20 years the “Clubhouse” –
built mainly by parishioners – was
the “go to” social center of the
parish (see the church grounds map

and photo from 1964 for the
location).  The Clubhouse once
held the high ground where the
Kingdome (gym) has stood for
30 plus years.

Who exactly named this
one-story, nondescript building
with its outside phone booth
remains a deepening mystery.
But the name stuck.  Sadly, it went
to “building heaven” in late 1978
and was greatly mourned by
roaches and stray cats everywhere.  

In here the aforementioned
“urchins” ate their school lunches
(note: where we ate lunch before
that I can’t recall but I’m sure it
was messy). What a din was raised
in this place!  Not a single student
ate with his/her mouth closed!  The
poor teachers and building
attendants who had
to endure this noise
qualified for get
Purgatory points-
off reward cards.
Lunchtime and
Recess – the best
two periods ever
held at Christ the
King School!

Initially, the
Clubhouse was the
“mother ship” for all types of
afterschool activities – remember
there was still only one other
building (not counting the green
“summer” building in the woods
where the Scout hut is today) on
campus until 1959.  If there was a
meeting of any type it was usually
held here.

The Knights of Columbus held
its meetings for years in the
Clubhouse until escaping to new
leased digs on Merrill Road near its
intersection with Ft. Caroline Road.

The church’s all-male, fathers
and sons Holy Name Society,
which proudly attended the 8:30
a.m. first Sunday of the month
Mass with its banner held aloft,
adjourned afterwards to the

Clubhouse for an eggs and bacon
breakfast.  When an influx of
“northerners” elbowed its way into
the parish the Society ditched the
eggs and went to coffee and
doughnuts. Can you spot this
article’s author in this group’s
photo?  Hint: he has dark hair.

Teenage members of the
Catholic Youth Organization held
their Sunday night meetings at the
Clubhouse.  During my era more

than one male embarrassed himself
trying to do the “Twist” while the
roof was shaking from the volume
of the rock music being played.  Oh
to be an impressionable 9th grader
again, infatuated with all those
“older women” in 11th and 12th

grade. Hormones, testosterone, and
religion – what a combination!

The Clubhouse witnessed a ton
of wedding receptions, Ladies
Guild card parties, fashion shows,
annual bazaar arts and crafts,
ministry dinners and Friday night
BINGO.

BINGO, a Catholic tradition
that somehow got co-opted by the
Arlington Lions Club in later years,
was the economic engine of the
parish much like the childcare

center is today.  At one point in the
late 1950s the Southern Baptist-
controlled Duval County
Commission (before the
consolidation of county and city in
1968) by a 3-2 vote determined that
BINGO, the work of the Devil
himself, was not to be allowed.
The BINGO games temporarily
came to a crashing end UNTIL
some unknown but eagle-eyed
legal scholar noted that the county
mandate only said that “BINGO”
was illegal. Bam!  All of the sinful
BINGO game cards were taken to
the grade school where, probably
during religion class (don’t quote
me on this), we young scholars
affixed adhesive-backed strips
reading GUEST over the word
BINGO at the top of each card!
Problem solved and the Clubhouse
roared on.

Not long afterwards the strips
were removed and BINGO
returned when the Commission
voted to overturn the BINGO ban
when County Commissioner Bob
Harris, whose wife was Catholic,
changed his earlier vote.  True
story.

I’m not sure how many tears
were shed, if any, the day “they
drove the old Clubhouse down” for
at the time I was living in the
backwoods of Tallapoosa County,
Alabama.  It was a great day I’m
sure when social functions
transferred to the new
cafeteria/Shirley David social hall
in 1978 but for many of us life just
wasn’t the same.

Long live the memory of the
Clubhouse!

The Clubhouse - CTKC

Photo submitted to CK Church archives by Mrs.
Helen Redmond, whose late husband Frank is first in
line in this photo. Peter Conlin, Sr. is walking behind
Frank.  The first class consisted of Frank Redmond,
Sr., Peter Conlin, Sr., Joseph Marksteiner, Robert
Matthews, Shirley David, and Peggy Mills.

March 3, 1975
Pre-Mass processional for induction of first class of
Eucharistic Ministers in Christ the King parish.
Included in the procession are our two former Holy
Ghost priests, Fr. John (Jack) Sheppard (3rd in line)
and Fr. John Hampson (5th in line).  Father Michael
Williams is behind and to the left of Father Sheppard.
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by Sandra Sapinski
Music Director, St. Paul’s, Riverside

Not so long ago, November 2015, we at St.
Paul’s, Riverside, received the news that a “vis-
iting choir” would be giving a concert at our
parish in mid-December; and, in fact, they
would be attending our weekend Masses ahead
of time to “preview” their music. Well, this was
exciting! A choir was coming to St. Paul’s on the
second Sunday of Advent! To sing for us! And
there would be a concert on the following week-
end at both parishes—-St. Paul’s and at Christ
the King—-where we would be invited to clap,
sing along, and even dance in the aisles! Now
that would be something to behold….

Well, one thing is certain about these parish-
es: never a dull moment! The joy of the Spirit is
felt in every corner and space; but dancing in the
aisles? hmmmm?

Shortly after this announcement, brightly
colored signs and posters appeared on all of our
Church doors, and flyers were added to the
Sunday bulletins. There would be a “Caribbean
Christmas” Concert: Dec. 11 at St. Paul’s, and
Dec. 12 at Christ the King. 

Father Richard Ho Lung, whom we recog-
nized from his appearances on EWTN, and five
engaging, multi-talented cantors, dressed in fes-
tive attire, and each one a unique personality in
himself, soon visited our parishes. They per-
formed countless songs of praise and jubilation,
sharing with us their musical interpretations of
the coming of Christ into our lives at Christmas.

Perhaps the folks at Christ the King knew
what to expect, but we at St. Paul’s had no idea
of the JOY that would arrive. It began quietly
and without fanfare one simple Saturday,
December 5, the second week of Advent, when
Father Richard and Wynton Williams (whom I
will always refer to as a “minstrel for Jesus”),
attended our 4:00 p.m. Mass. 

I was blown away by the humility and the
conviction of Wynton’s song to our Lord enti-
tled, “I will serve you, my sweet Jesus…” As he
sat humbly and ever so quietly at the piano in
the hidden corner at the front of the Church, his
hands touched the keyboard, and his fingers
began to play quiet but measured notes, creating

a beautiful rhythm that would accompany the
amazing voice that soon made his presence
known! Never flashy, the soundwaves rose into
the air like clouds of incense floating out over
our heads. They reached to every corner, even to
the painted
icons and
symbols that
grace the
arched ceil-
ings of our
90-year-old
Church. It
was a sight to
behold, and a
sound that
spoke to our
s o u l s .
Whether it
was during
Communion,
or at the
Presentation
of the Gifts, folks were smiling and nodding –
don’t you wish they always looked like that?
And by the time the Recessional hymn was
sung, Wynton had us clapping to the beat of a
tune that was definitely not in our hymnals!

Father Richard gave us brief explanations of
both the accomplishments and the on-going
needs of the Missionaries of the Poor in their
unbelievable tasks all over the world. Although
his “dream” began on a small scale in Jamaica,
1981, it has steadily developed and blossomed
in ways that could only be attributed to the guid-
ance and strength of the Holy Spirit. While sit-
ting next to this meek, soft-spoken, and “slight-
ly elderly” man, dressed in a simple white robe
and sandals, I realized that he was one in a mil-
lion; and thoughts of Mother Teresa came to
mind. He was frail in stature – but strong in spir-
it.

At this time, the Missionaries—-the
Brothers, and now, the Sisters—-are accom-
plishing miraculous deeds as true servants of the
poor and the needy. They are often assisted by
the laity, some of whom have even visited from
Christ the King Parish on mission trips.
According to Father Richard, the invitation is
always open, and he welcomes us to come down
for an extended weekend to share in his mission
and to meet our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Father Richard and Wynton Williams stayed
with us at St. Paul’s for all of our Masses on that
second Sunday in December, and by the end of
the weekend, we could not wait for Dec. 11 to
come. Their soft-spoken demeanor soon blos-
somed into a most powerful witness to Christ.

Word got out to the neighborhood that the
Caribbean Christmas concert was coming to

town! When we arrived early at Church the first
evening, we met people we had never seen
before! The table at the front door was filling up
with the items Father Richard had asked us to
bring—-toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap—-what-

ever he could carry back to
his hospitals, and especially
to the children. As the
videos showed, there are
still too many disabled, ill,
and forgotten souls who are
left abandoned everywhere
– the poorest of the poor.
The loving care of these
loyal and humble
Missionaries gives them
hope and security, and in
many cases, life itself.

If you attended the
Saturday evening concert
here at Christ the King
Parish, you may still be
smiling as you recall all of

your wonderful clergy, who, with no “hesitation
at the invitation” so to speak…were jiving and
boogy-ing on down with Father Richard and his
Five Tenors – all to the tune of the “Our Father.”
And wouldn’t this be a wonderful addition to
our weekend Masses! It was a sight to behold,
and no doubt, there are a few amateur action
shots out there which will attest to that very cool
moment! The folks at St. Paul’s are asking about
a return performance, which may indeed happen
in the late summer at a neighboring parish, God
willing.

Even though their visit is many weeks in the
past now, the smiles, laughter, songs, drums, and
most of all, their beautiful testaments and stories
remain fixed in our hearts and memories. 

Caribbean Christmas at Christ the King and
Saint Paul’s was the gift of Jesus—-our true
“comfort and joy”—-and yes, there really was
dancing in the aisles!

Minstrels for Jesus - Our Wonderful Advent Surprise!
“Prepare ye the way!” “Make straight his paths!” “Get ready!”

Lenten Fish Fry will be held on most Fridays during Lent ending on

March 18. There will be NO Fish Fry on March 11 so that all can

attend the Eucharistic Congress.  Fish meal is $7.00; with shrimp

$10.00; Family Meal without shrimp $30.00.

Penance Service will be held on March 2, at 7:00 p.m. There will be a

full staff of priests stationed around the church to accommodate the

many penitents.

Good Friday Soup and Bread will happen on March 25 around noon

after the Stations of the Cross and before the Reading of the Passion

at 3:00 p.m.
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Confirmation Retreat

Confirmandi on Retreat
by Ashley Anderson

We woke up to a quiet morning. The sun was rising and the smell of scrambled eggs filled the air. We sat around the table for break-
fast and prepared for the event that was soon to come… then we heard it. The buses. Game time.

One by one, eighth graders filed off the buses, got their stuff and got psyched up for their Confirmation Retreat. We started off with
some games and then got right to it. They arrived on Saturday and had three talks, three small groups, confession, adoration and countless
minute-to-win-it competitions. It was an action-packed day, but a beautiful and memorable one.

There is nothing more inspiring than watching these kids adore Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. The love and the respect they have
for the Sacrament renders me speechless. I believe that this group of kids is not only strengthened by Christ but also unified by Him in a
unique way. Over the course of the weekend I had the honor of spending a lot of time with them and getting to know them. I can honest-
ly say that they are ready for Confirmation.

I pray that they remember what they learned over the retreat—- that they are chosen individually by Christ to pray daily and keep a
strong relationship with Christ through high school and throughout their lives; to go to reconciliation often; and to be Catholic and Proud.

I pray that they set this Church on fire for Christ, that they ignite their homes and their families. I pray daily that they set the world on
fire.

We are so lucky to have this wonderful group. The future of the Church is in good hands.
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Confirmation - a Journey and a Beginning

by Lucille Guzzone

Thirty-five parish children received the sacrament of Confirmation during the Vigil Mass, February 13.
Bishop Estevez conferred the sacrament.

The Confirmation Mass was actually the culmination of many months of preparation.
Each student immersed himself/herself in serious study following not only the textbook, but by choosing

a special saint and researching his/her life. Most of the students then chose the name of that saint as their con-
firmation name.

The Confirmandi had an opportunity to choose a sponsor whose most important requirement was to act
as a guide and example to them by being an active member of the Church.

The students participated in a weekend retreat led by the Youth Team.
It truly was a spiritual and memorable event making a deep and lasting impression on the class.
The Mass ended the classroom preparation, but it became a forward step in following through what was

learned and experienced in the previous weeks. It was a promise for the future toward the fulfillment of
receiving and using the Gifts of the Holy Spirit that were bestowed upon them on that special day.

Confirmation Retreat

Maximus Baldwin

Michaela Bowling

Ethan Bundoc

Sofia Coffey

Kathryn DeBellis

Alexis DeForge

Luke Desclefs

Patrick Flanagan

John Garner

Sean Gozar

Peter Harding

Anthony Harrison

Kyle Hicks

Joshua Hildreth

James Jaro

Hailey Klein

Clark Lindros

Marc Angeline Malgapo

Alejandro Mella

Caroline Moneyhan

Juan Moreno

Karolina Moreno

Gabriel Navarro

Jenna Ogin

Brooke Pavek

Tayler Pepper

Katherine Richmond

Lauren Shashy

Eric Smith

Lacey Taylor

Hannah Thornton

Charles Trepagnier

Jesu Rex Valencia

Aidan Webb

Kathleen Yarborough

Christ the King Catholic Church

2016 Confirmandi



by Adriana Giles

Catholic Outdoor Adventure Day

On December 12, 2015, our
American Heritage Girls (Troop
1125) from Christ the King went to
the Catholic Outdoor Adventure
Day at the St. Johns River Base at
Echockotee.  It was a day of fun,
faith and learning. The troop had
seven different activities that they
did throughout the camp and all of
these were faith based. They partic-
ipated in archery, marksmanship,
rock climbing and other activities.
The girls enjoyed an outdoor lunch
and, in the afternoon, more activi-
ties.  The day ended with Mass
offered by Father Edward Murphy.

Donations to St. Catherine

Laboure Manor 

The American Heritage Girls
Christmas project was donating to
the residents at St. Catherine
Laboure Manor in Jacksonville.
The girls made Christmas cards
during a lock-in on the grounds of
Christ the King Catholic School
and they also donated beauty items
to the residents.
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Fifty-Mile Canoe Trip

by Tyler Boudreaux

The most recent fifty-mile
canoe trip that Troop 5 took over
our winter break was my seventh
and final one as a youth in the
troop. I was glad to kick it off with
an amazing canoe trip. The river
was one that we had yet to do so
this gave us a lot of excitement for
something new. My partner and I
have been canoe partners the past
seven years. The whole trip was an
amazing experience for me. I very
much enjoy canoeing with our
troop, which is filled with many
talented youth. Getting to work
with these scouts is very rewarding
and I’m glad I can mentor them in
all they do. This includes teaching
them how to canoe correctly so
they don’t have any trouble during
the course of the five-day paddle. 

The best day of the trip was
also the most pointless part. We
took a wrong turn that would add
about eight more miles. There was
nothing but trees and branches
everywhere. The whole section of
the river was full of different obsta-
cles that would make you go under,
around, and even over logs and
trees. The reason this day meant so
much to me is that my canoe part-
ner and I were in the front of the
group, so we had to find a way

through these obstacles, and then
help get everyone else through
also. It felt good to show the
younger scouts good leadership
and what it truly means to be a
good leader. In all, it was a trip that
I will never forget, and I cannot
wait to do even more five-day,
fifty-mile canoe trips with Troop 5. 

Boy Scout Canoe Trip

by Hank Jinks

Boy Scouts Troop and Crew 5

There were 15 scouts and 6
adults who went on a 5-day 50-mile
canoe trip on the Ocklawaha River
near the Ocala National Forest in
December. The weather was almost
perfect for this type of trip. It was a
little cool in the mornings but this

helped keep the bugs down. There
was a wide variety of wildlife to
observe as well as lots of alligators
floating in the river. We did have
one canoe that flipped in the river.
All the food and gear for 5 days had
to be packed in the other canoes.

Key West Trip

by Max Baldwin

Troop 5 Senior Patrol Leader

Our Scout Troop went to the
Keys during Thanksgiving week-
end. We stayed at Camp Sawyer, a
Boy Scout camp located at mile
marker 34. On Thursday, we had a
Thanksgiving dinner as a group
and participated in activities like
fishing and volleyball. Saturday
was spent touring the city of Key
West and seeing the sand castle
contest. Our offshore scuba and
snorkeling trip was canceled due to
high winds and seas but we found
other places to snorkel and
SCUBA.

American Heritage Girls

BSA - Troop 5
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Tim Talks

It is a rare occurance that we have an opportunity to start fresh, but that is what the Lenten
season gives us a chance to do each year.  

As Catholics, as Lent gets closer, we inevitably get the same question: “What are you giv-
ing up for Lent?”

It is the age-old dilemma that we face, and in most instances, what we tend to gravitate
toward are the more superficial things like giving up sweets, or alcohol, or the vice of your
choosing.  Or, we try to be clever with our response saying that we’ve decided that this time
around, we’ve opted to give up giving anything up.  

Even if Ash Wednesday has passed you by and you have yet to make your decision about
what you will be giving up for Lent, it is never too late to kick off a new tradition.  Instead of
giving something up, try adding something new to your daily routine.  It does not have to be
some overwhelmingly time-consuming endeavor that you know you will never be able to
achieve—-even if it looks good on paper.  

I’m going to end hunger, fix the environment, bring peace to the world, cure diseases, and
other grandiose plans sound phenomenal, and there’s nothing wrong with aiming high, but

instead of taking the typical path, why not try something more simple like committing to spending one more hour a week with your family, or dedi-
cating fifteen minutes a day to prayer and reflection?  Heck, swing for the fences and decide you’re going to attend one extra Mass a week.  If you’re
feeling particularly adventurous, you are more than welcome to reach out to the parish and offer your services in some capacity as a way of giving
back. 

The point is, Lent does not necessarily have to be about giving something up from a materialistic viewpoint.  It can be about giving up your time
to help others, or to help your soul.  Nobody is keeping score here on earth, but it may actually help you pave the way to a better eternity if you find
that thing that really does spark a change in your life.

So, even if you have already given something up for Lent, perhaps you would consider piling on a bit and adding something to your list that ben-
efits you, your parish, your community, your family, and most importantly, your soul and your eternity.  Even if it is something so small as giving up
a few minutes to say a rosary, or read the daily Mass readings, or even to visit your parish for a Mass in the middle of the week.  These are the kinds
of things that can be of great service to you, and if you stick to them over the course of the season of Lent, it may become a habit that continues on
long after Lent is a distant memory.  

Think about it!  If you have been looking for that chance to start anew, there is no better time than Lent to reboot your soul and get things on the
right track.

Tim McClellan, President Pastoral Council

Best Lent Ever®

Don’t Give Up

Chocolate This Lent

What are you doing for Lent this year? What if I told you, “Don’t
give up chocolate. Instead, do something life-changing.”

Lent isn’t just about giving something up; it’s about transformation.
It’s about doing something bold to become a-better-version-of-yourself.

This Lent, join me and your fellow parishioners for Best Lent
Ever®, a free email program from Dynamic Catholic that is based on
Matthew Kelly’s new bestseller Rediscover Jesus – that’s the same
book you all received during the Christmas season this past year!

Each day you’ll get an inspirational email with a short video featur-
ing Matthew Kelly and a member of the Dynamic Catholic team.
Throughout Lent, they will guide you through each of the 40 chapters
in Rediscover Jesus and share simple ways to bring Jesus into your
everyday life.

The program is free! All you have to do is sign up at
DynamicCatholic.com/Lent.

Let’s do something life-changing this Lent. Let’s take a 40-day spir-
itual journey to encounter Jesus – and ourselves – in a new, deeply per-
sonal way.
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by Nick Klepac, DGK and Frank

Becht, PGK:

Brotherly Care - on Saturday,
December 20, after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass at Christ the King, Brothers
Joe Brozovich, Al Martin, and
John Molasso visited Gino Rocca,
Monsignor Danaher, and Debbie
House. 

Bunco Night - Bunco, Bunco, you
never know which way it will roll!
Another great Bunco night was
held at 6:30 p.m. Saturday,
January 16, with the next one
scheduled Saturday, March 12.
This event is open to all parish
members over 18. Come out and
join us for Bunco. Over 59 million
people play this game yearly.
Bunco is a social dice game
involving 100% luck and no skill,
although we have a few regular
players that would disagree!

PBJ’s for the Saint Francis Soup
Kitchen - on Friday, January 19,
Deputy Grand Knight Nick Klepac
and his wife, Bernie, K’Cees
president, hosted the quarterly
Peanut Butter and Jelly sandwich
making for our homeless
neighbors. With the help of many
Knights, families and friends, over
600 sandwiches were made.
Everyone enjoyed sharing pizza
afterwards. The next PBJ event
will be April 29.

Road Cleanup - the Knights,
under the direction of Mike Stirna,
conducted the monthly road
cleanup on Lone Star Road. We
meet monthly at the parking lot of
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church at

the corner of Lone Star Road and
Carlotta Rd. at 8 a.m. Our next
cleanup is Feb 13.

Jacksonville Jaguars Tailgate
party - the Knights met for our
last tailgate party of this season on
January 3 and watched the Jaguars
versus the Texans. Even though
we lost the game, we had a blast
watching our favorite sport!  The
potluck snacks and camaraderie
was great! Join next year when the
new season starts.

Walk for Life - the Knights and
other members from Christ the
King walk and pray each Monday
at 1:00 p.m. in front of the
abortion clinic on University
Boulevard, weather permitting.
Come join us and let our pro-life
voice be heard.

Corporate Communion - the
Knights and families attended their
quarterly corporate communion at
Christ the King on Sunday,
December 13, and at Resurrection
Sunday, January 17. Our next
corporate communion will be at
Christ the King Sunday, April 17,
in conjunction with a membership
drive. 

The Living Rosary/Family
Spirituality Night - the Knights
joined the CKCCW in attending
Mass, The Living Rosary and a
very awesome Pot Luck Dinner,
Friday, December 4. A very
moving and fun evening during
the Christmas season. Thank you
Susan and Bruce Pastorini for a
grand evening!

Family Spirituality Night - “Symbolon”- Friday, January 8, at 6:30
p.m. was our first session of Symbolon. We may be familiar with
different aspects of our Catholic faith… but how does it all fit together?
And what difference does it make for our lives? Symbolon: The Catholic
Faith Explained is a stunning new video series that systematically
presents the BIG picture of the Catholic Faith. Filmed on location in
Rome, the Holy Land, Calcutta, and in the Augustine Institute studios in
Denver, dozens of nationally-known teachers clearly present the beauty
and brilliance of Catholicism.

Come and enjoy the learning of our Faith and the Church for the
second presentation on Friday, March 4, at  6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus Hall, located on 6030 Arlington Expressway
(www.council4727.com). For more information contact Robert Roldan at
904-534-8581 or email adayformen@gmail.com

This is a Pot Luck event. Please bring a dish to share. Refreshment
drinks available.

Honor Roll Breakfast - on Tuesday, January 12, the Christ the King
Honor Roll students were honored with breakfast in the Christ the King
hall. The coordinator and head cook was John Klinkenberg, PGK.
Congratulations to our CTK students for making the honor roll and
thank you teachers for a job well done!

Feast of Christ the King - the
Knights provided breakfast after
both the 7:00 and 9:00 a.m. Masses,
Sunday, November 22, and brunch
after the 11:00 a.m. Mass. Great food
and great crowd. Bishop Estevez
joined us at the brunch.

Squires Annual Food Drive - the Squires conducted their annual food
drive and delivered over 750 pounds of food to the I. M. Sulzbacher
Center on January 16.  What a wonderful way for our young men to
support our community.  The Squires thank everyone for their generous
food donations!

Squires Say Goodbye to their
Circle Prior - the Squires hosted
a dinner farewell for Father Zehler
(Resurrection).  Father Zehler was
the Circle’s Prior, providing
guidance and spiritual leadership
to our young men.  Thank you
Father Zehler!

We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches
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We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

Religious Appreciation Night - the
Knights hosted a Religious Appreciation
dinner Friday, February 5, following a
6:30 p.m. Mass at Resurrection. All
active and retired priests, nuns, deacons
and seminarians from Resurrection and
Christ the King were invited. The won-
derful meal was provided by John
Klinkenberg and crew.  Great job, John!

Squires Basketball Free Throw - the Squires hosted the annual
Basketball Free Throw at CTK gym Saturday, January 30.  Thirteen
children, boys and girls, ages 9 - 14 participated.  Awards were present-
ed for participation in addition to 1st, 2nd, and 3rd prizes by age group.
Prizes included Jacksonville Giants signed t-shirts.

K’Cees Christmas Party - the K’Cees
held their annual Christmas Party at the K
of C Hall Saturday, December 19.  Santa
Claus was present to hand out gifts. 

The traditional raffle this year was to
provide a one month’s tuition for a needy
student at both the CTK and Resurrection
Catholic schools.

Charity Presentation Night - the
Knights hosted a Charity
Presentation dinner for our local
charities.  The following charities
were represented: Growing
Parenting Choices (EPS), Inn
Ministry, Women’s Help Center,
Rachael’s Vineyard, Morning Star
School, L’Arche Harbor House,
An Olive Branch, and Camp I Am
Special.  The charities discussed
their missions with attending
Knights and guests.  Following
the social hour, a pot-luck dinner
was enjoyed by all.  Grand Knight
Steve Bell presented checks from
the Knights to all charities present.

Presentation of check to

CTK Catholic School

Presentation of check to Resurrecton

Catholic School
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Vietnamese 2015 Christmas

Dinner/Entertainment Fundraising

by Deacon Peter Can Dang

One of the ministries of the Vietnamese community is to maintain its
culture and tradition. As our community is starting to integrate into the
American culture there are positive and negative consequences in doing
so. The positive side of it is to be united with the Christ the King
community as a whole to worship and work side by side to minister to
each other. The negative side is that the second, third and next generation
is losing their original identity-culture, tradition and language. This
identity needs to be nurtured and passed on. 

Many of us have been settled in the United States since 1975. In the
last forty years, many of us have integrated well into the American
society; adopting her culture and tradition, forming a family, belonging to
a community, integrating into the work force, becoming US citizens. Each
original family has at least second or third generation, and many of these
generations cannot speak their parents’ homeland language; in addition,
many traditions were not observed due to not being celebrated here in the
States. The community recognizes the importance of maintaining its
heritage and language; therefore, we have formed Vietnamese language
classes to teach the language not only to our younger generation, but also
to others who wish to learn. In addition, the Catholic faith is also
catechized to our children. These efforts require considerable human and
financial resources; therefore, a fundraising is needed to help fund these
programs.

A 2015 Christmas Dinner/Entertainment Fundraising was held on
December 20, 2015 at the Vietnamese Cultural Center. There were about
220 attendees and about 100 servers/hosts/entertainers. The results were
beyond our expectations in the following areas: 

The participation and contribution of talents, time and treasures

from the youngest to the oldest was excellent. This is the most

important area and giving hope for the future of our children and

generations to come. The community united in the common cause

and pulled all resources to work together in a harmony and in

supportive efforts.

We had the support of the community in buying tickets. Without

their participation, the objective would not have been achieved.

This speaks volumes that the community wants to maintain their

culture and language to the younger generations.

No less important are the financial and materials donations from

many businesses, philanthropies and anonymous donors.

The result is very encouraging and the Vietnamese community will
continue the effort to pass on her heritage to younger generations. The
Vietnamese culture will be part of the Christ the King community and in
the Body of Christ as we worship side by side in the parish.

Vietnamese Sunday School
by Nhu-Y Nguyen

The holidays bring out the giving spirit in all of us to help those who
are less fortunate. Whether by feeding the homeless, working in a city
rescue mission center, or making gift baskets for low income families, we
all have different ways to give back, no matter how small the act. This
past December, the Vietnamese Sunday School community from Christ
the King celebrated the birth of Jesus with the L’Arche Harbor House
Community.  

L’Arche is a community that “provide homes and workplaces where
people with and without intellectual disabilities live and work together as
peers, create inclusive communities of faith and friendship, and transform
society through relationships that cross social boundaries.” (L’Arche USA
Website). Inspired by the mission statement of creating inclusive
communities in faith and friendship, the youth of the Vietnamese
community and a few other adult volunteers decorated the Vietnamese
Cultural Center in preparation for welcoming the upcoming Christmas
holiday with members of the L’Arche Harbor House Community. The
children were very considerate of their guests and made sure that the party
would be comfortable and enjoyable for members from L’Arche as much
as possible. A refreshment table was set up so the festivity of Christmas
could be enjoyed among us.

The afternoon started out with the youth reading from The Book of
Luke announcing the Birth of Jesus. The children then came together with

the L’Arche community and sang carols to ring in the holiday. The
L’Arche members surprised their hosts by preparing a lovely song for
them, which they phenomenally delivered; the children thought it was
very sweet of them and enjoyed their gesture very much. The evening
concluded with the presentation of gift bags carefully assembled by the
Vietnamese children as a way to give back to the community. 

Both parties enjoyed themselves and were happy to make new friends.
To have been given a chance to expand their social circle and to show
compassion to those who might be a little different from themselves has
most certainly been a growing experience for the Vietnamese youth who
are preparing themselves for their upcoming Confirmation. The members
of L’Arche certainly enjoyed themselves as well and appreciated the
children’s effort and invitation to celebrate the Christmas holiday with
them. The celebration is a testament to the diverse relationships with
different communities that are here at the campus of Christ the King. As
one body in Christ, not only should we share with one another, but learn
to love one another more closely. 

To the children, this celebration was more than the presents given, but
a way to reach out and build relationships that goes beyond our own
circles. I was greatly touched by the degree of sincerity and joy that both
the youth and the members of L’Arche showed to each other that evening. 

Reference: L’Arche USA http://www.larcheusa.org/
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Religious Education Children

Celebrate Christmas

by Lucille Guzzone

The Songfest of Religious Education was celebrated on December 16,
the last Wednesday evening class before Christmas vacation. However, it
did not take place in the John XXIII Hall as in the past. The hall was
reserved by a Diocesan event, so their date could not be changed. So,
Father Lam offered the Vietnamese Center to us. 

That turned out to be a wonderful suggestion because the room was
so much more suited for this special event. The performers were much
closer to their audience which lent itself to an easy atmosphere for the
assembly’s participation in the singing and stories. In addition each grade
sang their own selected songs. 

Mr. Rodriguez served as a jovial Master of Ceremonies, and the first
and second graders acted out the First Nativity. Once again, it was a time
for the students to celebrate the festivities of the season in their own
parish surroundings and with their church family.

St. Kateri Tekakwitha
by Ellin Iselin

As we learned in the November issue of the
Christ the King Courier about St. Junipero Sera,
the colonization of the Americas by the
Europeans had an undeniable impact on the
Indians, or as they are known today, the Native
Americans. However, one Indian woman
embraced the religious influence and gave back
to the Catholic Church with all her heart and
soul. 

Kateri Tekakwitha was born in Auriesville,
New York in 1656. At the time, the Auriesville
area was known as the Iroquois Confederacy.
Kateri’s mother was a Christian Algonquin and
her father a Mohawk warrior. While Kateri’s
father likely endured multiple battles (the
Mohawks were known as the fiercest of the
Iroquois nations), he ultimately succumbed to
an enemy he could not see.

When she was about four years old Kateri’s
family contracted smallpox, a disease brought
by Europeans which spread rapidly through the
indigenous Americans eventually wiping out
much of the native population physically and
culturally. Thankfully Kateri survived, but
unfortunately she lost both parents and younger
brother. Although disfigured by her illness and
nearly blind, Kateri was not going to let her lot
in life defeat her. For instance, marriage propos-
als were offered to her by many Mohawk men,

yet Kateri had other plans. Kateri said this about
her Christian faith:

I am not my own;
I have given
myself to Jesus.
He must be my
only love. The
state of helpless
poverty that may
befall me if I do
not marry does
not frighten me.
All I need is a lit-

tle food and a few pieces of clothing.
With the work of my hands I shall
always earn what is necessary and what
is left over I’ll give to my relatives and
to the poor. If I should become sick and
unable to work, then I shall be like the
Lord on the cross. He will have mercy
on me and help me, I am sure. (Foley)

Thus Kateri chose the Lord God to be her
spouse. With spiritual guidance, Kateri’s pur-
pose became threefold: devotion, education and
nursing. 

According to Brother Leonard Foley in his
article for American Catholic, “She died the
afternoon before Holy Thursday. Witnesses said
that her emaciated face changed color and
became like that of a healthy child. The lines of

suffering, even the pockmarks, disappeared and
the touch of a smile came upon her lips.”

While European contact had an unquestion-
able impact on the indigenous people living on
the American continent and brought negative
consequences such as sickness, some Indians
adapted to their circumstances and were able to
thrive in the face of adversity. Frequently called
“Lily of the Mohawks,” Kateri Tekakwitha was
such a person. Kateri (the Mohawk pronuncia-
tion of Catherine and a name she selected at her
baptism) was heavily affected during the colo-
nial period, but she loved her Christian faith.
Her attitude was acknowledged and on January
3, 1943, Kateri was declared Venerable by Pope
Pius XII. Pope John Paul II beatified Blessed
Kateri Tekakwitha on June 22, 1980; she was
canonized by Pope Benedict XVI on October
21, 2012. The Feast Day of St. Kateri
Takakwitha is celebrated July 14.
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by Carol-Ann Black

I met up with Pinky Promise Foundation and its founder, Sybil Purvis,
at the January meeting of the Catholic Women’s Club. On approaching
the podium to explain herself and her foundation, she said, “I don’t see
myself as a speaker, but let me tell you, I can talk.” And talk she did. Not
for very long, but with humor and grace she explained that Pinky Promise
supports and comforts women who have had a diagnosis of cancer. Any
cancer, at whatever stage.

Sybil had been working with a local non-profit for nearly ten years
doing support work for cancer patients. When the non-profit’s status
changed, she was left with no outlet for her generosity and support
activities. What is a woman to do? Why, establish her own foundation of
course. Pinky Promise is the result. She currently maintains a boutique in
Callahan where she stocks all manner of items useful to women
undergoing cancer treatment—-wigs, hats, chemo beanies, sleep caps,
resource books and literature, camisoles for mastectomy patients. All the
items are new and free of charge. (She does require that the patient bring
in a written diagnosis of cancer from her doctor, but otherwise there are
no strings attached to the support offered.) There are no income
restrictions. 

Sybil bases her support on the notion that women feel better as they
deal with their treatment when they look better, more attractive.  They feel
less alone after meeting Sybil, that is for sure. 

Pinky Promise supports its activities through donations of dollars
and/or useful items. Their main fundraising event is their annual Bowling
for Boobs.  Catchy, right? Check out the website at pinkypromise-
foundation.org to get a fuller understanding of this wonderful foundation.

Finally, the question was raised, “How do you budget for all your
needs? How does that all work?” Her answer was simply, that she knows
how much she has in her bank account and is able to take advantage of
available sales and donations and it just works out. I am going to say that
Sybil’s work is an act of faith. There is a need and one way or another,
she will make it work. 

Meeting Sybil and Pinky Promise was just one of the blessings to be
enjoyed as a member of Catholic Women’s Club of Jacksonville. Next
month there will be another informative speaker. Last month we had a
wonderful holiday program that included one of the Missionaries of the
Poor singers. The month before we learned about the Martyrs of La
Florida Missions, from Dr. Mary Soha, who is involved in their
canonization efforts. 

Catholic Women’s Club is one of the best-kept secrets in the diocese.
In the August issue of The Courier, Frank Becht wrote an interesting and
informative account of its history—-nearly 100 years. Beyond interesting,
I would like women to understand what a bargain this group is. They meet
on the second Tuesday of the month at 11:00 a.m. Lunch is served around
noon, and the speaker follows that. So, what is so great??? They meet at
the Cummer Museum—-is there a more beautiful setting? Lunch is
fabulous every single time. You meet like-minded Catholic women of the
diocese who have gathered solely to enjoy each other’s company. And
finally, the meetings are brief. They do not go on and on-n-n-n. They
reliably finish at 1:00 p.m. and you can resume your regular schedule—-
children, work place, appointments. 

Ladies, consider visiting one of our meetings just for the fun of it.
Come with a friend. Just call President Betty Kuehl at 641-7970. That’s
right—-our Betty Kuehl from Christ the King.

Pinky Promise

Foundation

March

Diaper

Drive

During the month of March, CKCCW will be collecting diapers
for the Women’s Help Center. Bins will be in the gathering area

for you to deposit the diapers. All sizes are welcome but
especially requested are bigger sized diapers (4 and 5), as well as
shampoo, baby wash, and baby powder. Thank you in advance

for your generosity! 

To Register Online: ctkcatholic.com/ckaa
Contact information: 

President-Travis Baptist: ckaabaseball@yahoo.com
742 Arlington Road. N., Jacksonville, FL 32211

Christ the King
Athletic Association

Spring Baseball 2016

Spring registration now open
T-Ball (4-6 years old) $100
Rookie  (7-8 years old) $110
Minors (9-10 years old) $120
Majors (11-12 years old) $120

* Age as of April 30, 2016
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Tuesday, February 2 
Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Students

On Tuesday we had “Crazy Day” (crazy hair, crazy hat, crazy socks).
On this day we also had our Talent Show Day, giving our students an
opportunity to showcase their talents.

Wednesday, February 3 
Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Nation

On Wednesday students wore red, white, and blue to honor our nation.
We began our day with Mass followed by the raising of the flag and patri-
otic songs at our school flagpole. After lunch, students were able to make
vanilla ice cream sundaes with red and blue sprinkles. Grades K-5 made
Valentines for Veterans.

Thursday, February 4
Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Vocations

Grades Pre-K through 5 celebrated Vocations Day by coming to
school dressed in their future vocation attire (fireman, police officer,
teacher, doctor, etc.). Deacon Scott addressed ways to serve God in dif-
ferent vocations with the middle school.

Friday, February 5
Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Faculty, Staff, and Families

On Friday morning we honored our faculty and staff with sweet treats.
Friday afternoon we had a hoedown for our students who wore their west-
ern wear and kicked up their heels as we ended our celebration of
Catholic Schools Week.

Catholic Schools Week 
Communities of Faith, Knowledge, and Service

Continued from page one

Christ the King – Winter Festival
by Adriana Giles

On Saturday January 30 Christ the King Catholic School had their annual Winter Festival and it was a huge success.
Thank you to all board members of FSA for putting together this day of fun. Also thank you to all the volunteers.
Without you this event could not have been possible.

The festival started at 5:00 p.m. and it lasted until 9:00 p.m. Everyone enjoyed the booths that each grade in the
school put together. Snowflake spinning wheel, stand up bottle, balloon darts, snowman cups, ice hockey and more.
They also had an ice skating rink, train rides, Zorb balls, obstacle course, slide, face painting, sand glass making and
vendor boutique.

The food was delicious and was cooked by our volunteer dads. You all did a great job! It was a night of family and
entertainment, where many members of the CTK community enjoyed a cool night with their friends and love ones. We

can’t wait until our next festival. 
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Seeds of Faith
Our Christ the King seventh graders are working on their nonprofit

organization, Seeds of Faith, and are being supervised by our middle school
science teacher Mrs. Suzette Gagnon.  The children are raising vegetables
for residents of L’Arche Harbor House, a home for people with
developmental disabilities. This house is located near our school entrance.  

All seventh graders participate in the organization as farmers, but they
also hold different positions such as business executives, marketing and
accounting.  They had to apply for these positions by presenting a resume.  

Their mission is to grow crops to benefit others, run a successful
business and use their faith for a greater purpose.  Their garden beds are on
the school premises between the elementary and middle school buildings.
They cultivate lettuce, carrots, zucchini, squash, radishes, beets and cilantro. 

Our seventh graders answered questions to explain why this project is so
important to them.

Why is Seeds of Faith so important?

Seeds of Faith is important because it’s not just about us.  This project
isn’t just about giving food; it’s about spreading love and joy to the less
fortunate.  It is important because the people we donate to are not as active
as some people and their healthy habits need to be stable.  We grow
chemical-free crops for them to enjoy.
Research and Development, Erin Kress

Seeds of Faith is important to me because we are feeding people with
problems while learning how to run a business.
Research and Development, Hunter Daniels 

How does your job/work help Seeds of Faith?

My job helps Seeds of Faith by looking up ways to keep bugs and
animals away from the plants and by updating the website to hopefully get
donations.
Research and Development, Kyanna Nightingall

My job is being a farmer so I grow crops that will be given to the Harbor
House. 
Farmer, Hadden Barras

My job helps because I grow crops and raise money for the less
fortunate.
Marketing, Kylie Wnoroswski

What have you learned doing Seeds of Faith?

I have learned that working to provide for Harbor House makes you feel
really good on the inside and I also have learned that it’s not that easy to
have everyone agree on one thing in big groups.
CEO Marketing, Gillian Garner

I have learned leadership, determination, and to work through Seeds of
Faith.
Marketing Department, Emilie Chinault  

School News

The Corporal and Spiritual Works of

Mercy
by Adriana Giles

The Christ the King children are learning the corporal and the spiritual works of mercy
through service and instruction.

Corporal works of mercy: To feed the hungry, to give drink to the thirsty, to clothe the
naked, to harbor the harborless, to visit the sick, to ransom the captive, and to bury the dead. 

The spiritual works of mercy are: To instruct the ignorant, to counsel the doubtful, to
admonish sinners, to bear wrongs patiently, to forgive offences willingly, to comfort the
afflicted, and to pray for the living and the dead. 

For this reason every class put together a Christmas basket with needed food items.  We
had a total of 10 baskets and donated them to the St. Vincent de Paul Society. On the first
Wednesday of every month our students at Christ the King bring items of food to donate to
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

They also collected slippers during Christmas.  These slippers are taken by St. Nicholas,
“Santa,” to children that are spending time in the hospital during the holidays.  The slipper
project is a project that happens every year and our fourth grade teacher Mrs. Sandy Hill
organizes. 

For our Catholic school week the students also donated jeans to the St. Francis clothes
closet and spaghetti sauce to St. Vincent de Paul Society.  These projects are sponsored every
year by our third grade teacher Joanne Fowler. 

What legacy would you like to leave for
Seeds of Faith?

I would like to leave a good amount of money that will let the future
workers build upon it and do the job better.
CEO accounting, Luke Shannahan

The legacy I would like to leave for Seeds of Faith is being the first
group to win One Spark, do a good job, and get more donations to help
Seeds of Faith and The Harbor House.
Accounting, Elyssa Audije
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6th grade
1st place- Christopher Bradley

2nd place- Amy Moneyhan
3rd place- Angelo Cantu

Honorable Mention
Elizabeth McClellan

Matthew Hildreth
Gabriel Sanchez

7th grade
1st place- Cheyenne Warner
2nd place- Miriam Alrahil

3rd place- Kylie Wnorowski 

Honorable Mention
Emilie Chinault
Hunter Daniels
William Brulte

James Ventimiglia

8th grade
1st place- Lacey Taylor

2nd place- Gabriel Navarro
3rd place- Michaela Bowling

Honorable Mention
Aidan Webb

Katie Yarborough

The following students will
move on to the Regional

Science Fair

6th Grade
Christopher Bradley

Amy Moneyhan,
Angelo Cantu

Elizabeth McClellan
Matthew Hildreth
Gabriel Sanchez.

7th grade
Cheyenne Warner
Miriam Alrahil,

Kylie Wnorowski
Emilie Chinault,
Hunter Daniels

James Ventimiglia
Gillian Garner.

8th grade
Lacey Taylor

Gabriel Navarro
Michaela Bowling

Aidan Webb
Katie Yarborough
Katie Richmond

School News

Christ the King

Science Fair 2016
On January 14, all middle school Christ the King students presented

their science projects to the judges in the media center.  The students have
been working on these projects for months under the supervision of the
science teacher, Mrs. Suzette Gagnon. Christ the King Catholic School is
very lucky to have this awesome teacher showing our children the
scientific process and with this science fair our students can understand it
and experience it.

Science Fair Winners

The following students received the Excellence Awards 

Cheyenne Warner 
Kylie Wnorowski

Lacey Taylor

Bishop Kenny Honor Roll

Principal’s List         Grade

Isabel Devore-Suazo 10

Emily Duncan 12

Blessing Essien 9

Nicolina Graves 10

Regine Hilaire 9

Caroline McClellan 12

Carolyn Morgan 12

Victoria Reep 9

Emily Tackett 12

David Williams 12

Michael Winston Jr. 9

Katherine Wnuk 12

Harrison Abercrombie12

Shelby Asher 12

Paulo Barrera 12

Sydney Barrett 11

Taylor Bonnichsen 11

Jared Bowling 10

Angela Therese Chan 11

Caryn Chinault 11

Sarah Crocco 10

Marisa Garcia 10

MaCayla Harrell 11

Gabriella Holbrook 12

Marissa House 9

Matthew Johnson 11

Christopher Luyando 12

Christian Lynch 12

Kiana Mallinson 12

Kathleen McClellan 10

Gina Nguyen 11

Michael O’Connell 12

Arianna Nicole Palomo 9

Sarah Pietrusza 11

Shadia Salem 11

Jennifer Saliba 12

Jennifer Vega 12

Charna`e Washington 12

Janica Erin Zenarosa 11

Honor Roll List      Grade
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by Yolanda Cerqueira

For the past decade, we might say that Stu Pierce’s guardian angel has kept him from the doors of death multiple times. He has survived cancer
and two almost fatal accidents involving multiple surgeries and the loss of one of his limbs, but Stu has an interior grit steeped in deep faith that keeps
him going. Although he is disabled in some ways, Stu chooses to serve the Lord by being part of the St. Vincent de Paul Society and acting as greeter
at the 9:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday morning.  

The Lord had taken very good care of him and Stu was very grateful for His care. He wanted to do something in return for these miraculous
recoveries that God had granted him. After a long struggle of several years with an insurance company, Stu was awarded a fair sum of money. Stu
knew, “It was a gift from God.”

Stu felt an obligation to tithe and a very strong desire to do something for the church. He did not want to just write a check as he wanted to know
what this gift would be used for. After praying for several weeks on this matter he remembered a time when he was “room dad” and the library was
looking for a statue, but at that time the funds were not available. Stu feels strongly that his ultimate decision was based on that memory. 

By coincidence Stu saw the principal of our school, Stephanie Engelhardt, at Mass on the following Sunday. He asked to speak with her after Mass.
When Stephanie heard of Stu’s dream of purchasing a statue for the school, she was ecstatic!

Unbeknownst to Stu, Stephanie had been looking for a way to find the funds to finance a statue of our patron saint, Christ the King. The former
Superintendent of schools Pat Bronsard and Joanne Fowler, a third grade teacher, had been prodding the principal to act on this matter for quite some
time.  It seems that all the other Catholic schools in Duval County have a statue of their patron saint. This was an answer to prayers for both Stu and
Stephanie. 

Stu said that a meeting was arranged between the principal and Stu in which both of them could give their input. Stephanie knew where it should
be placed. It was where the old oak tree had been struck down by lightning. It would be outside the Christ the King School Office, and at the same
time be clearly seen by parishioners entering the church from the parking lot. The flagpole dedicated to Michael Goodbread would be close by.

They both agreed that they wanted a good size statue so it would be visible to all. Stephanie wanted a crown because it was Christ the King. Stu
wanted the statue to have a friendly face. It was very important that the hands be outstretched as a welcoming gesture to all the kids coming into school
just as Jesus would have done.

The Palmyra Marble Company was of great assistance to them. It so happened that the Atallah family are the owners of this business and their
daughter and son were former students of Stephanie here at our school. They were delighted to be of help and did a great deal of research to find just
the right company to make this statue.

It was interesting to learn that one cannot just order a statue as a lay person but the order must be placed through the church. As a result of the
research done by the Atallah family, plus going through multiple catalogs, a statue was found that encompassed all the specific details they had agreed
upon and an order was placed. It would come from China and would take about six months before it would be ready. The statue is very heavy and it
had to be specially prepared for its long journey from China to Jacksonville. 

But this is only half of the story as there was still money to be raised. Stu was able to put up half of the cost of the statue and he was very concerned
about whether they could raise the rest. Stephanie reassured him by saying, “Not to worry,” as she believed that the rest of the cost would be found.
The principal knew exactly who to go to for the funds. It was her Family School Association as they always work hand in hand with Stephanie to see
that her goal for the betterment of the school is reached. 

Everyone got together on this project and through a series of school fundraising events that the children could participate in, the goal was reached.
Now the only thing left would be the arrival of the statue and placing of it in the ground. 

This was the last big hurdle to overcome. This had to be done by professionals, and as always the Good Lord sent just the right people to do this
project. Mike Cascone, a parishioner, who is responsible for the remodeling of the first floor in the main building, was most happy to undertake this
work. The statue was so heavy it needed special reinforcement underneath the ground to keep the statue upright or it would topple. Mike and his crew
had to dig down somewhere between four and six feet so that a concrete cylinder with rebar could be implanted to hold the statue. This final phase of
the work was completed over the summer months.  

Finally, all was in readiness for the dedication. In late November, on the feast of Christ the King, Bishop Felipe Estevez; our pastor, Father James
Boddie; the principal, Stephanie Engelhardt; Stu Pierce; and Sharon Shashy (the President of our Family and School Association); along with the
school children and visitors assembled for this joyful occasion.

Stu Pierce was overjoyed when he finally saw the statue. His desire to do something special for our church was completely fulfilled. He thought
that the artist had sculpted it as if he had been present when they were going over the details. At the dedication even Bishop Estevez remarked that
the statue seemed to be smiling. Stu Pierce was a happy man. 

A Statue for Christ the King 




