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Catholic Schools Week 2017
Communities of Faith, Knowledge, and Service

We recently celebrated our 2017 Catholic Schools Week at Christ the King. It was a fun week filled with
lots of events. We thank Mrs. Joanne Fowler for organizing this week of faith, knowledge, service and fun. 

Sunday, January 29
Faith, Knowledge and Service: In our Parish

Our celebration began with Mass and an Open House.
All CTK students attended Mass in school uniform, and
student council did the readings. Three students read
testimonials about why they like attending Christ the King
Catholic School. Parents and parishioners were invited to tour
the school with an Open House.

Monday, January 30
Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Community

On Monday morning, we began with a Living Rosary in
the gym during morning prayers. Following the Rosary, Bishop
Kenny’s NJROTC performed for our students.  We also began
our spaghetti sauce drive for Catholic Charities and our annual
collection of jeans for St. Francis clothes closet. Student
Council kicked off the Penny and Silver War to collect money
for a charity of their choosing.  

Continues on page 6

Our Lady of Guadalupe .... page 10
Meet Our Sisters .... page 12
Christ the King Science Fair 2017 .... page 18

Confirmation 2017                              .... page  5
Fanning the Flame of Faith                  .... page  8
The Missing Man Table .... page  9



Page 2 Christ the King Courier February 2017

Father Boddie’s  Message

Christ the
King Courier

742 N. Arlington Road
Jacksonville, FL 32211
Phone: (904) 724-0080

Email: CKCourier@gmail.com
Publisher:

Father James R. Boddie, Jr.
Managing Editor:
Carol-Ann Black
Associate Editor:

Mary Ann Sullivan
Photographers:
Bill Coppedge

The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two
of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

Living a Stewardship Way of Life
by Reverend James R. Boddie, Jr., Pastor

What do we mean by Living a Stewardship Way of Life? In answer to this question, I think back
to my childhood when we were reminded regularly that everything that has been given to us, be it a
great talent, a remarkable intellect, a caring family, a favorite pet, is a gift from God and that we have
a responsibility to take care of all of these gifts and to be truly thankful for them. 

Nothing has changed since our childhood. The Stewardship Prayer that we pray together before
we celebrate the Eucharist reminds us today that as people of faith we are called to live a Stewardship
Way of Life. The Eucharist is the central part of our faith, by which the Lord Jesus Christ feeds us
and strengthens us to make a holy difference in the lives of our families, our parish, and the larger
community. We are grateful for the Eucharist and that gratitude helps us to grow in our love of God. 

This Attitude of Gratitude allows us to share the good news of the Lord with all we meet and to
accept the gifts that others offer to us with grace and with joy. I ask you to reflect on how you use
your special talents, your time and your treasure. Do they reflect Christ’s love through you?

With an Attitude of Gratitude I encourage you to be generous with your gifts of time, your talent,
and your treasure during the coming year at Christ the King. They will be accepted with great
gratitude. 

Lenten Fish Fry will start on Ash Wednesday, March 1.
Friday Lenten Fish Fry will be held March 10, 17, 30 and April 7. 
There will be NO Fish Fry on March 24 so that all can attend the
Eucharistic Congress.  Hours are from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Stations of the Cross at CTK will be each Friday
(except March 24 during Eucharistic Congress)

during Lent starting at 7:00 p.m. 

Penance Service will be held on March 15 at 7:00 p.m.
There will be a full staff of priests stationed around the

church to accommodate the many penitents.

Good Friday Soup and Bread will happen on April 14
after the Stations of the Cross, which starts at noon, and

before the Reading of the Passion at 3:00 p.m.
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Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

--------------

Editor’s 
Corner

By: Sister Jane Stoecker, SSJ
General Superior

We knew this was going to be a big one. We
prepared for a smooth transition for the Lourdes
Convent Sisters to come to the Motherhouse dur-
ing Hurricane Matthew.  The transition would be
smooth and with minimal stress. Suddenly we
heard a loud knock on the door. It was the Fire
Chief. “Hurricane Matthew is a threat to the city
of St. Augustine and a
mandatory evacuation

is in place, Sisters!”
God had very different plans for us. We

evacuated and boarded two yellow buses that
would transport us to two different shelters.
During our days at the shelters, we found our-
selves present not only to our own Sisters but
ministering to the poor, frail and homeless
people with whom we shared a room.
After a few days, we returned to the

Motherhouse and Lourdes Convent. We spent
time reflecting: What is the Lord saying to us in this experience? “How
can we repay the Lord for all he has done for us?” (Psalm 116) The
answer was simple:  serve your dear neighbors in need!

The Sisters got to work!
With the leadership of Patricia
Poticny, Lourdes Convent
Administrator, we made con-
nections with central distribu-
tion centers, found out the
immediate needs and headed to
Publix! The Sisters sorted and
packaged the first load that was
taken to the distribution center
for Davis Shores. Hygiene
packages were critical. More
shopping was needed. The
Sisters packed. The next day the

support staff delivered door to door in Lincolnville. The Salvation Army
mobile van spoke of the critical emergency on SR 13 by the river. That
afternoon we had hygiene bags ready to be picked up and delivered.
The Cathedral Basilica 7:00 a.m. Mass community began to assist the

Sisters in supplying items and cash for purchasing and preparing the
hygiene packages. Over 200 packages were prepared for Catholic
Charities to distribute. Funds were donated to United Way that would be
matched by DuPont Foundation and go directly to those devastated by the
hurricane.
The Sisters’ reflections and

sharings were focused on
thanksgiving to God for all that
had been done for us, especially
the call to spend days and nights
in the shelters.  “We were truly
one with the dear neighbor; a
gift from God.”  Psalm 116
became our prayer as we
remembered Hurricane
Matthew and the invitation to
our next step.
Glory and praise to God!

PS – If you would like to help with this ministry – that continues and will
continue in service to the poor and those still affected by the storm, please
email Jeanette Ghioto jeanetteghioto@ssjfl.org or call 904-824-9100

How Can We Repay The
Lord For All He Has Done

For Us?

Sisters assemble packets

Carol-Ann Black

I hope everyone enjoyed their
Valentine’s Day, perhaps feeling
warm fuzzies or friendly giggles as
you opened your Valentine cards. It
has been a quiet day here on my
plantation as I prepare you for this issue of Courier. Sounds like some
sort of catastrophe is coming. Not so. The February Courier always
includes news of Catholic Schools Week from CTK School and this year
is no different. Each day has a theme and everyone dresses up or down as
required. The science fair is held and high-placed entrants go on to fur-
ther local competitions. Always interesting to see how well our students
do in the scientific competition. The other staple of this issue is coverage
of the conferring of the sacrament of Confirmation. That was a special
adventure this year with several scheduling changes, but ultimately espe-
cially rewarding. Be sure to enjoy the stories and wonderful pictures.
I think my favorite article introduces the Sisters of the Sacred Heart

who now reside in our newly renovated and decorated convent. It is
hoped that many of you were able to enjoy the open house held on
February 19. Hard to believe that this building used to house the child
care center, but now is a comfortable residence that even includes a
peaceful little chapel. May I brag a bit on our Courier computer wizard,
Nick Klepac? He is also the woodworking wizard, who designed and built
the altar. A man of many talents.
I had hoped to do a “good read” column this month, but health issues

have gotten in the way. However, I still want to recommend the book
Pilgrimage, by Mark Shriver, also the author of A Good Man, about his
father Sargent Shriver, which I did write about some time ago. Pilgrimage
is the author’s effort to discover the real Pope Francis. He traveled and
researched extensively and the resulting book I found to be spiritually and
intellectually satisfying. It was obviously an important and rewarding
spiritual quest for the author. It was for me, and I hope, for those of you
who choose to read it.  
I hope that for the May issue of Courier we will have lots more arti-

cles and pictures from more of our ministries and perhaps from a new
author or two. 
Finally, a really special Save the Date - November 18 at 10:30 - for

the ordination to the permanent diaconate of Martin Ibeh, who writes so
faithfully for the Courier. All the parish will be welcome for this momen-
tous ceremony right here at Christ the King.
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by Paul Ghiotto 

WHAT IS EUCHARISTIC
ADORATION? 

Eucharistic Adoration is
performed both when the Eucharist
is exposed for viewing and when it
is not. In the Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, the Eucharist is
displayed in a monstrance, typically
placed on an altar, at times with a
light focused on it, or with candles
flanking it. The exposition usually
occurs in the context of a service
of Benediction or similar service of
devotions to the Blessed
Sacrament.

Official Catholic teachings
consider the exposition and
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
an important practice which
“stimulates the faithful to an
awareness of the marvelous
presence of Christ and is an
invitation to spiritual communion
with Him.” 

On January 10, 1969, Blessed
Pope Paul VI issued a Letter to the
Superior General, Father Roland
Huot, S.S.S., of the Congregation
of the Blessed Sacrament, lauding
the most excellent function of
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament outside of Mass. He
declared that all those who do so
make their Eucharistic Adoration
“in the name of the Church.”

While psalms, readings and
devotional music may be
performed during Eucharistic
adoration, in many Roman Catholic
churches this is rarely done and
silent contemplation and reflection
is the focus of adoration. Pope John
Paul II would spend many hours in
silent Eucharistic adoration and
stated that the practice provides
contact with the “very wellspring
of grace.”

PERPETUAL ADORATION

The idea of an hour before the
Blessed Sacrament harkens back to
the time when Christ, Peter and the
two sons of Zebedee were in the
Garden of Gethsemane the night
before He was crucified. Our Lord
said to his Apostles: “My soul is
sorrowful even unto death. Stay
you here and watch with Me (Matt.
26:38).” As Jesus spoke with His
Apostles, so He pleads with us to
stay and watch and pray with Him.
When Christ came back to the
three, after he had spent some time
away praying alone, he found them
sound asleep. After rousing them,
He asked Peter, “So, could you not
watch with me one hour? Watch
and pray that you may not enter
into temptation; the spirit indeed is
willing but the flesh is weak.”
(Matt. 26. 40-41)

Several years ago when Father
Thanh was pastor, representatives
from Assumption Catholic Church
– who had set up a perpetual
adoration program at their church –
explained the program to both

Father Thanh and myself. Perpetual
adoration is the exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament in a quiet place
in the church – usually a chapel –
on a 24-hour, seven-day-a-week
basis. At the time it was decided
that Christ the King was having a
difficult enough time to schedule
daily and nocturnal adoration (see
next article) and that the concept of
perpetual adoration, though highly
esteemed, would be hard to initiate,
much less maintain.

On the weekend of January 21
and 22, the Reverend Father
Lawrence Villone, a member of the
Missionaries of the Blessed
Sacrament, gave the homily at all
Masses at which he spoke fervently
to parishioners about establishing
“perpetual” adoration programs in
every Catholic church worldwide.
Father Villone, as a spokesman for
his society, travels widely
promoting perpetual adoration. His
homily was very well received to
the extent that almost 200 people
expressed an interest in such a
program at Christ the King by
signing “interest” forms. Our
pastor, Father Boddie, was very
pleased at the response to Father
Villone’s efforts and is in the
process of evaluating the
information expressed on the forms
to determine the next steps to be
taken.

DAILY ADORATION

Daily adoration - from 8:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Monday - Friday
- has been a fixture at Christ the
King in the chapel for many years
and was first initiated by Christ the
King’s then pastor, Monsignor
Mortimer Danaher. Recently this
program had to be changed to three
days a week due to a shortage of
people to cover the hours of
exposition. (Note: it is imperative
that each hour be covered by a
regular adorer in order to insure
that outsiders not enter the chapel
with wayward intentions).

Father Boddie plans to utilize
the interest of those who signed up
on January 21 - 22 to first fully staff
the daily adoration weekly hours
from Monday through Friday.
Depending on the interest shown,
further hours of adoration may be
added toward an ultimate goal of
perpetual adoration. While
parishioners who wish to
participate in a perpetual adoration
program are welcome to attend the
one at Assumption, Father Boddie’s
desire and ultimate goal is that
Christ the King has its own! This is
why he invited Father Villone to
come and speak at all Masses.

NOCTURNAL ADORATION 

In 1962, led by its first pastor
Father W. Thomas Larkin, Christ
the King established a chapter of
the Nocturnal Adoration Society, a
nationwide organization, which
sponsors the concept of its chapter

members giving one hour of
adoration on the First Friday
night / Saturday morning
combination of each month.
Members spend part of the time
reciting prayers contained in an
official Society handbook or other
pamphlets/booklets and in periods
of silent meditation. The local
chapter officially begins its
overnight adoration with the 10:00
p.m. - 11:00 p.m. hour and ending
with the 7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. hour
the following morning. Adoration,
however, actually begins after the
5:30 p.m. Mass on Friday afternoon
when the Blessed Sacrament is
exposed in the monstrance on the
chapel altar and individuals begin
hourly devotion. Benediction and
Holy Mass follow the last hour of
adoration on Saturday morning.
The only commitment required of
Society members is that they try
their best to come at their appointed
hour to pray with others before the
Blessed Sacrament.

The idea of a nocturnal
adoration hour is directly based on
the event in the Garden of
Gethsemane the night before Jesus’
passion and death. Thus, the
concept of an adoration hour was
born whether it’s daily, perpetual,
or nocturnal.

Chapter Bands rotate their
assigned hour each month. For
example, Band One has the 11:00
p.m. to midnight one month and the
next month its hour is “rotated” to
the midnight - 1:00 a.m. hour.
Members are free to attend any
hour during the night and early
morning should they be unable to
attend their band’s assigned hour. A
listing of Band numbers, leaders,
and hours assigned is posted on the
bulletin board outside the chapel.

Currently the Christ the King
Chapter includes members from
Christ the King, Assumption, Holy
Rosary, Resurrection, and Blessed
Trinity. The seven “rotating” bands
are led by the following
individuals:

Band One - Paul Ghiotto;
Band Two - Ron Lynch;
Band Three - Richard Sollee
(Assumption); 
Band Four - Al Martin; 
Band Five - Augustin
D’Orazio; 
Band Six - George Pruitt; 
Band Seven - John Lewis;
Band Eight - Anatole Maher
(Resurrection).
Two “non-rotating” bands

spend an hour of adoration
beginning at 6:00 a.m. and 7:00
a.m. on Saturday morning. Monica
Crisp leads the 6:00 a.m. Band and
Leo Milano heads the 7:00 a.m.
Band. Anatole Maher directs non-
rotating Band Eight which anchors
the 10:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. slot on
Friday night.

A special salute goes out to Al
Martin and Anatole Maher who
are the last of the original 1962
members when the local NAS
chapter was formed!

Due to attrition, most bands
only have two or three active,
participating members. If one is
interested in joining the Nocturnal
Adoration Society at Christ the
King he or she is asked to contact
any of the heads of the bands listed
above for more information. As
with all ministries, NEW
MEMBERS are very much needed!

CTK Ministry heads: please
consider adopting an hour each
month for adoration. You may
come during any hour between
10:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. the
following morning.

The Nocturnal Adoration
Society is a national association for
Catholic men and women,
established in accordance with
Church law on November 28, 1928.
The purpose of the Nocturnal
Adoration Society is to respond to
Our Lord’s invitation to spend one
hour with Him (Mark 14. 37-38), to
atone for sins committed, and to
draw down God’s blessings.

“O COME LET US ADORE
HIM”

Jesus waits for us in the Blessed
Sacrament. He waits for our little
Acts of faith, adoration, love,
thanksgiving, repentance,
reparation and charity that we can
offer Him as we contemplate - His
Divine Majesty - in the Blessed
Sacrament.

St. Alphonsus Liguori wrote:
“Of all devotions, that of adoring
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is
the greatest after the Sacraments,
the one dearest to God and the one
most helpful to us.” The Eucharist
is a priceless treasure. By not only
celebrating the Eucharist, but also
by praying before It outside of
Mass, we are enabled to make
contact with the very wellsprings of
Grace ...”

Pope John Paul II in one of his
homilies said, “It is pleasant to
spend time with Him, to lie close to
His breast like the Beloved
Disciple (cf. Jn. 13:25) and to feel
the infinite love present in His heart
... If, in our time Christians must be
distinguished by the “art of prayer,”
how can we not feel a renewed
need to spend time in spiritual
conversation, in silent adoration, in
heartfelt love before Christ present
in the Most Holy Sacrament?”

Remember. There’s always
room for one more! Won’t you
please consider joining in an
adoration hour?

(Ed. note: The wording of the opening
paragraphs – “What Is Eucharistic
Adoration?” – was taken from an
Internet posting by the Vicariate
Apostolic of Kuwait which supports
the concept of Eucharistic adoration
worldwide. The wording of the last
section – “O Come Let Us Adore Him”
– was taken from a Wikipedia Internet
posting entitled “Eucharistic
adoration.”)

Adoration of the Eucharist
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by Lucille Guzzone

For many years at Christ the King Church the Confirmation Mass has
been held on a Saturday afternoon. This year the time was changed to
the Sunday Mass, at 11:00. And so, in spite of the changes, the tradi-
tion of a glorious celebration remained the same. After many weeks of
classroom study, projects, and a week-end retreat, twenty-nine of our
young parishioners received the holy sacrament of Confirmation on
the morning of February 5. But wait—-the bishop who conferred the
sacrament and celebrated the Mass was Bishop Bernard Harrington,
retired from a diocese in Minnesota, but currently residing in Orlando.
When the revised plan had to change again, Bishop Harrington was
willing and able to come. The children and their families were thrilled
with his cheerful, spiritual interaction with the Confirmandi. Families
and sponsors, as well as members of the parish, filled the church to
witness this memorable, spiritual event.

Confirmation 2017

Elyssa Rose Audije
Rebecca Layne Baldwin
Hadden Alexander Barras
Stoney McArthur Barrett
Cori Rose Buckelew
Emilie Marie Chinault
Joe Frank Cuello
Hunter Reed Daniels
Steven Gutierrez Dionisio, Jr.
Zachary Michael Doering

Christian Gabriel Mendoza Flores
Gillian Rose Garner
Brayden Anthony Guzzone
Victoria Rain Michelle Hardin
James Joseph Hopely III
David Hoyt
Erin Marie Kress
Diana Catherine Lindros
Walker Bay Mathews
Trista Reese Navarro

Michael Angelo Orf
Jericho Rey Venzon Palomo
Jeffrey Mario Christopher Perera
Joanna Kylie Judith Perera
Luke Christopher Shannahan
Abigail Denise Stewart
Caitlyn Marie Stewart
James Francis Ventimiglia IV
Kylie Taylor Grace Wnorowski

Christ the King Catholic Church 2017 Confirmandi
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Tuesday, January 31
Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Students

On Tuesday we had “Crazy Day.” (Crazy hair, crazy hat, crazy
socks) We also had our Talent Show Day, giving our students an
opportunity to showcase their talents. The program was repeated
in the evening so parents and family members could see the
children perform. 

Wednesday, February 1
Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Nation

On Wednesday students wore red, white, and blue to honor our nation. 
We began our day with the raising of the flag and patriotic songs at our school flagpole.  Students decorated

flags showing their family’s heritage.  We have a visual in the office building showing our country’s melting
pot.  At lunch, students were able to make vanilla ice cream sundaes with red and blue sprinkles.  After lunch
we had our annual hoedown in the gym.  

Catholic Schools Week 2017

Thursday, February 2
Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Vocations

We began our day with a video sent by Congressman John Rutherford
addressing our students.  He shared with us how God has worked in his life.
Also during our Catholic School week all classes were assigned a day and
time to tour our newly renovated convent.  The students talked to the nuns,
and spent a few minutes in Adoration.  

Friday, February 3
Faith, Knowledge and Service: In Our Faculty, Staff, and Families

We began our day with Mass, FSA (Family School Association) honored
our faculty with sweet treats  and the children wrote cards to their parents
thanking them for sending them to a Catholic School.  In the afternoon, we
went to the gym where our girls’ volleyball team will play the teachers as
we ended our celebration of Catholic School week. 

Continued from page 1

by Lucille Guzzone

At the annual Songfest to celebrate the birth of our Lord, each class of the
Religious Education Program presented its own interpretation of this most holy
time.

First grade emphasized the arrival of the Magi. Second grade performed a
modern play about the arrival of aliens from a distant planet who discovered
Christianity while visiting Earth. Third grade shared the true meaning of Christmas
through poetry. Fourth, sixth and seventh grade sang “Jingle Bell Rock” together.
Fifth grade sang “Silent Night,” and eighth grade performed  a play depicting a
classroom with a “teacher” leading his “students” in a question and answer lesson
about the true meaning of Christmas.

Mr. Rodriguez led the entire assembly in a rousing rendition of “Feliz Navidad.”
Overall, there were a variety of presentations, but each one focused on the single

theme of the significant holiness of the season.

Religious Education Children Celebrate Christmas



by Ellin Iselin

As she was among his early fol-
lowers, the counterpart to Saint
Francis of Assisi (the Courier
August 2016) is Saint Clare of
Assisi. Devoted to a life of simplic-
ity and austerity, Chiara
Offreduccio was born July 16,
1194, in Assisi, Italy, to a noble
family. The name “Clare/Chiara”
can translate to “clear and bright,”
of which this saint is a shining
example. While her family desired
Clare to marry a gentleman of the
financial fortitude she was accus-
tomed to, Clare had other plans for
herself.

While a teenager, Clare was
influenced by the emotional mes-
sage of Francis of Assisi, who also
had rebelled against the material-
ism he saw in his upbringing. One
day Clare and her cousin Pacificci
snuck away from the protective
castle walls in the family garden.
Franciscan friars were waiting.
They escorted the young ladies into
the forest where they met Francis
himself. The initiation into a life of
simple solemnity began in those
woods. The girls’ hair was cut, and
they traded their fancy clothes for
plain tunics. Clare and Pacificci
were then taken to Benedictine
nuns who lived in a nearby
monastery.

Understandably, Clare’s and
Pacificci’s family was upset by
what they probably considered a
kidnapping. They showed up at the
monastery and attempted to con-
vince the girls to come home. Their
efforts were for naught because a
few days later, in a twist of fate,
Clare’s younger sister Agnes broke
out of the family compound as
well. Losing a third girl was too
much for Uncle Monaldo: With a
dozen knights by his side, he
attacked the monastery and took
Agnes back. The story goes that
Agnes cried to her sister for help,
and Clare turned to the ultimate
power-God. Clare’s prayers were

answered when suddenly young
Agnes became too heavy for the
horsemen to carry!

Siblings Clare, Agnes (and
cousin Pacificci) became sisters of
a higher calling, and their order
became known as the Poor Clares.
Since their founding, thousands of
women have followed into a life of
poverty and service which is con-
sidered a privilege. Clare of Assisi
died August 11, 1253 in her home-
town in Italy. She was canonized
September 26, 1255, in Rome by
Pope Alexander IV. She is the
patron saint of:

w clairvoyants, (Those who 
can see the future.)

w embroiderers,
w eye disease,
w gilders,
w goldsmiths,
w good weather,
w laundry,
w needle workers.

While the above list contains
examples which have existed since
the Middle Ages, curiously Saint
Clare is the patron saint of twenti-
eth century inventions as well such
as telephones, telegraphs and tele-
vision.

The root “tele” basically means
“distance,” which makes sense
given the clairvoyant category

above. Similarly, Saint Clare of
Assisi became the patron of televi-
sion because while she was ailing
and too weak to attend Mass, she
reportedly was able to view the
liturgy on the wall near her bed.

When we think of the illumina-
tion Saint Clare of Assisi brought to
the world, it is timely to remember
another Clare who was influential
to the Diocese of St. Augustine.
Sister Clare Crockett tragically
died in an earthquake in Ecuador
nearly a year ago. She is greatly
missed. Looking to the heavens,
one sees the starlight; Sister Clare
is certainly among them because
she is a star to those lives she
touched - especially the school-
children she taught.
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for Children, 2005. Print. 
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Saint Clare of Assisi

Epiphany Celebration
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by Martin Ibeh

Once in a while a group of our seminarians goes on
an evangelization trip. Last year, I joined the group to
visit one of the universities in the States. We walked
around the campus joyfully sharing the word of God
with the students. It was appalling to me to see the
alarming erosion of faith among some of the
students we met on the campus. The sadder part
was that a number of the students who were raised
Catholic expressed their strong disbelief in Christ.
One of them was a lady who had a lot of tattoos
and several body piercings. She said that she
preferred worshipping “cosmic powers” to the
God whose existence could not be empirically
explained. Even though her tongue ring made it a
little bit hard for her to say words clearly, we had a
nice and interesting dialogue that afternoon. I pray
that God’s grace may continue to hound her until
she is open to return to the merciful Lord. 

Shortly afterwards, we ran into one permanent
deacon who shared with us his bitterness about his son
who gave up the faith after he entered college. To make
matters worse, his son questioned God’s existence and began to
live a wayward life. “As a boy, Jaycee was a fervent altar server. He
used to be a sweet kid. Now he is out of control. I can’t explain what’s
gotten into him,” the deacon said with sadness. You can imagine the pain
of this loving and devout father seeing his son renounce his faith,
denounce Christ, and avow  himself an atheist. 

Some Christian parents grieve not because they lost their children but
because their children lost their faith. But wait a minute; is she/he still
alive who rejects God? Oh no, life without the God of life is devoid of true
life. It is an empty life, without meaning, without true peace and
happiness. It is like living in a lifeless world. The individual may be
bodily living, but in reality, she/he is spiritually dead. We all need the
divine Source of life in order to stay truly alive. 

We live in a time when so many youths rebel and reject God. We face
a generation that abandons true faith, accepting ungodly belief systems,
debased, and anti-life cultures. Concerning the decline of faith and the rise
of secularism among our youths, a friend once asked me, “Who is to
blame?” Do we blame the parents? Or do we blame God? or the youths?
or the society? You may guess correctly. I know of a man who blamed
himself for not being a good father. He felt overwhelmingly guilty that his
children gave up the faith living a reckless life because, as he bitterly
regretted, he failed in his duty as a father. 

Kinly (not his real name), a young man whom I met recently, said that
he was not interested in any organized religion because he did not see any
reason to continue sticking to that “stuff.” He expressed that he did not
find in those he encountered, who claimed to be Christians, the sincerity,
the integrity and genuine love that true faith calls for. “My parents went
to Church regularly and prayed the Rosary every day. They knew what the
Gospel says about love and forgiveness. Despite my mom’s pleading, my
dad didn’t forgive her transgression; he left and never cared about us.
How do you expect me to accept all that “stuff” in which he claimed to
believe?” he argued. Obviously, in Kinly’s case, one doesn’t need a
psychic or psychologist to tell one the reason for his rejection of the faith.
You can tell that he had a deep-seated emotional pain. His negative
reaction was due to the hurt within, the feeling of being unloved by his
father. He thought that he could cope by abandoning and rebelling against
his father’s faith. How he needed healing! 

In another instance, one lady openly shared with us, “I was raised in a
Catholic family. My pastor abused me when I was a kid. I don’t care about
those who claim to be pastors, but they are really impostors. I don’t want
to be involved in the place where there is so much hypocrisy.” It’s really
discouraging and hard to bear when someone you thought was your
“shepherd” turned into a wolf. Still, I met another woman who blamed her
two children who, as she said, closed up their hearts from grace. “I have
been a good mother. I baptized my children when they were babies and
had them receive communion early. I sent them to Catholic schools. I

catechized them. I prayed with them. Where did I do wrong?
Tell me.” She sobbed. My heart was moved for her. It

struck me even more deeply to learn that she prayed
and did penance daily for the conversion of her
daughter and her son who were actively involved
in drugs and prostitution. Some individuals have
blamed the government which refuses religion
and moral education to children in public
schools. They argue that many youths are no
longer interested in Christian religion because
they learn all kinds of bad stuff in school. The
leaders order public schools to remove any
Christian symbols that would remind the
children about God cautioning both the teachers
and the students never to talk about their faith in
class.

Whom do you blame? Well, we know that
the human race has played the “blame game”
right from the beginning. After the Fall in the
Garden of Eden, Adam blamed Eve, and Eve

pointed an accusing finger at the Serpent. Who did
the Serpent blame? Oh no, it is not in the nature of the

Ancient Serpent to defend himself against evil, for he is
evil himself; he is “Pride Incarnate.” He glories in opposing

God, in acting against truth, in defiling and tearing apart what is
meant to be whole and holy. His mission is to incite people of God to act
against truth, against purity, against right reason, against life. We tend to
blame others for our problem because we share to some degree in the vice
of pride. We fear that if we take responsibility for our failure and
weakness, we would lose our power, our prestige, our privilege. It is hard
for the fallen nature to act against the spirit of pride. It takes self-
abasement to say, “It is my fault.” It takes humility and true love to
approach one’s inferior, junior or subject to say, “Forgive me.” It takes
faith to accept the truth that no matter our shortcoming, our failure, or our
sin, if we sincerely seek God, He is always ready to forgive, to heal, and
to transform us. 

Blaming ourselves or others in an unconstructive way cannot change
the reality of the circumstances one may face. Never! Instead, it arouses
all sorts of unhealthy and unholy emotions; it can enkindle in one’s heart
the fire of fury; it can hurl at one’s heart the heat of hostility; it can shrink
one with the shackles of shame; it can fetter one with the fever of
frustration. Dwelling on negative blame can summon one to sink into the
sump of sorrow. It can deploy one with the “duty” of destruction. Don’t
expect it to solve your problems. True, the trial of children leaving the
faith in the family can be overwhelming. It can lead one either to spiritual
growth or spiritual gloom. It can help the parents grow in grace or cause
them to grope in endless emotional gloom. 

We know that children are a gift from the Lord. God entrusts parents
the task of instructing their children diligently to love and fear the Lord
(Deut 4:6-7; Prov 22:6). As a person of faith, when your child gives up the
faith, what you want to do first is to re-examine and re-assess your life to
see whether you have fallen short of your responsibilities. You have to ask
yourself personally: Did I carry out my duty well as a parent? Did I, by
words and deeds, give good examples to my children? Remember that if
you, as a parent, fail to train your child in the faith, you have surely given
a green light to the world to lure and entrap his or her heart away from
God. Children learn about faith when they watch their parents pray daily,
go to Church frequently, and live out what they believe. They understand
love when they see that their parents care for them and have their best
interest at heart. They learn about forgiveness when they observe their
parents let go of hurts and move forward. Children desire to live a decent
life when they see their parents and older siblings behave morally. They
grasp the virtue of generosity when they see their parents help and serve
others, especially those in need. Children learn to be open and accepting
of others when they notice that their parents do so; they learn truth and
respect when their parents do not tell lies, nor gossip, nor judge others
harshly; they imbibe an attitude of good will when they observe their
parents avoid envy, greed, and prideful life. 

Like a sponge, children absorb into their minds what they see their
parents do. Over time, they gradually live out these virtues, sometimes to
a greater degree than those who taught them. I remember a story of a
young man whose parent regularly sent him to purchase marijuana when
he was a boy. When he grew up, he turned out to become a notorious drug
trafficker, and ended up in jail. Very sad! If you as a parent realize that you
have failed in your duty, do not lose hope. As long as you are still
consciously alive, you are within the time of grace. The Lord comes to
you today to speak peace to your troubled heart, to right what you have
done wrong, if you let Him into your home, into your heart. Simply
acknowledge your sins and go to Confession. Then humbly ask 

Fanning the Flame of Faith in the Family

Like a sponge, 
children absorb into their minds
what they see their parents do.
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forgiveness from your children, wife/husband, or those you misled or
hurt in any way. Pray the Holy Spirit will reshape and remold you so that
you may become a changed child of God, a true Christian parent or
guardian whom you are called to be.

We know that some parents or guardians strive to raise their children
well, yet at a certain point in time, the children turn their backs and
choose evil in life. Think of these examples: God was a good Father to
Adam and Eve; but the first parents chose to rebel against their loving
Creator. Notice that despite the unfaithfulness of the first parents, the
Lord of love didn’t throw His hands up to cut off His relationship with
the human race. Instead, He moved forward to invite them into a whole
new life-giving intimacy with Him.  

The father of the “prodigal son” in Luke 15, from all indications, was
a caring and loving father; but the son chose to turn away from him and
plunge himself into a life of dissipation. Yet the merciful father didn’t
give up on his son. Rather, he yearned for his son’s return to freedom and
peace. Christ was the Good Shepherd; yet Judas chose to be a reprobate,
betraying his Master. Recall that at the end of His earthly ministry, the
Lord gave an account of his faithful shepherdship to His Heavenly
Father, “When I was with them I protected them in your name that you
gave me, and I guarded them, and none of them was lost except the son
of destruction…” (John 17:12) 

Keep in mind that it is not in your power to turn your children’s
hearts around. What we cannot change, we will always have the grace to
bear with patient resignation to the will of God, who alone can make
good come out of evil. The Holy Spirit is the Divine Heart Surgeon. He
can touch and transform hearts to desire and to do what is good, to love
and to serve the Lord. 

Your duty as a parent is not completed when your child leaves home.
You owe your child continuous spiritual support. St. Monica is a good
example of a true Christian parent. She never stopped praying; she did
not cease from doing penance for her recalcitrant son, Augustine, who
eventually became a saint; she never gave up loving, caring for, and
counseling him. At the appointed time, Augustine came to the realization
of who he was meant to be. He found that his mother truly loved him.
Grace opened his heart’s ear to hear the Spirit shouting his name to come
back home, into the heart of love and happiness. And so, after many
years of offering petitions and sacrifices for the conversion of her son,
St. Monica’s son was transformed by the divine fire; he received Christ.
How constant are you in praying for your children who have lost their
faith? If you don’t pray for them, you have neglected your duty as a par-
ent. If you give up on them, you have lost your faith vision. If you are
not respectful, kind and compassionate to them, you have failed in your
call to love. Pray to the Holy Spirit, and He will begin the process of
shaping your children’s hearts and setting them on fire with faith. 

We rest our hope in the unfailing grace. We may be unfaithful, but
God is ever faithful. We may be weak, but God is always powerful. His
Passion is stronger than our omission. The Lord is the good shepherd
who goes out in search of His strayed children. He can’t give up search-
ing and hounding them until they allow themselves to be found and
brought home. The Lord will never give up on them until they accept to
receive from Him life, peace, and happiness, which they ignorantly seek
in created things. May the Lord protect them from the storm of the world
until He carries them safe to His shore of grace.  

I pray with the families of those whose children have drifted from
Christ, that they may experience a fresh encounter with the Lord, to see
with the light of faith and receive the gift of true life.

Fanning the Flame of 
Faith in the Family

continued from previous page

The Missing Man Table 

by Jeanie Wilks

You may have noticed a sparsely set table in the gathering area with a
vacant chair; this is known as The Missing Man Table and is identical to
those that are set across the world in military institutions, on board ships,
and at most military events. 

On December 11, 2016, Lt. Blake Pauley of the U.S.S. New York and
his lovely wife, Lindsey, joined us at the 11:00 a.m. Mass.

Lt. Pauley performed the ceremony of the Missing Man Table which
is as follows:

The table that stands before you is a place of honor. In setting this table,
we acknowledge those missing from our celebration today. And we
remember them. (bell is rung)

The table is small, and set for one - Symbolizing the vulnerability of a
lone prisoner against his captors. Remember! (bell is rung)

The tablecloth is white - Symbolizing purity of intention in responding
to the nation’s call to arms. Remember! (bell is rung)

The Bible represents faith in a higher power and the pledge to our
country, founded as one nation under God. Remember! (bell is
rung)

The chair is empty, for they are not here. Remember! (bell is rung)
The wine glass is inverted - They cannot toast with us this night.

Remember! (bell is rung)
The slices of lemon - Reminding us of their bitter suffering.

Remember! (bell is rung)
The grains of salt - Representing the countless tears of the families.

Remember! (bell is rung)
The single red rose - Reminding us of loved ones who keep the faith

awaiting their return. Remember! (bell is rung)
The burning candle and yellow ribbon - Symbolizing everlasting hope

of a reunion with the missing. Remember! (bell is rung)
Remember! - All who have served alongside them; we who have

donned the same proud uniform, being sworn to the same faith and
allegiance - We will never forget their sacrifice. Remember! (bell is
rung)

Remember! - Until the day they return home, or find eternal peace, we
will remember. (bell is rung)

There were tears as many remembered those from Christ the King
who have served and who have family serving today. Many paid the ulti-
mate price for our freedom, many remembered those who did, and many
remember those who were missing.

The Missing Man table is a reminder to all of the sacrifices made to
ensure our freedoms and a way to remember those who do not return
home.

It will remain a permanent presence in our gathering area.   
In the immortal words of William Shakespeare: 

“From this day to the ending of the world,
But we in it shall be remember’d;
We few, we happy few, we band of brothers;
For he to-day that sheds his blood with me
Shall be my brother; be he ne’er so vile,
This day shall gentle his condition:”

For it is this band of brothers, these few, who are ready to protect and
serve; who allow us to enjoy our freedoms.

Alongside the table is a bulletin board on an easel for pictures of those
presently on active duty so that we may hold them and their loved ones
close in our hearts and prayers.  

If you have an active duty family member, please feel free to pin their
photo there with a label indicating their name, rank and branch of service.
Please, try to follow the pattern of picture size and label so that we may
accommodate our many active duty families.
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by Jeanie Wilks

The appearance of Aztec dancers swirling to ancient rhythms before an image of Our
Lady of Guadalupe was a new experience for most attending the 4:00 p.m. Vigil Mass on
December 10, 2016.  However, in Mexico and immigrant communities across the world,
the story of the appearances of Our Lady to Juan Diego has been retold in richly symbolic
celebrations for decades.

On December 9, 1531, Our Lady appeared to Juan Diego, an Aztec Indian who had
converted to Catholicism.  Our Lady asked Juan Diego to go to the bishop and tell him to
build a church where she had appeared and said, “I will show and offer all of my love,
my compassion, my help and my protection to my people.” Juan Diego did go to the
bishop, but the bishop asked for a sign to be assured that the message was truly from Our
Lady.

On December 12, now celebrated as the Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Our
Lady again appeared to Juan Diego. He shared with Mary the bishop’s response - a sign
to assure him that it was indeed Our Lady who had appeared. Our Lady then revealed
Castilian Roses to Juan Diego which bloomed despite the frozen and infertile ground. Our
Lady told him to gather them in his tilma and take them to the bishop.

The bishop was amazed by the roses, and then before their eyes the image of Our
Lady began to form on the cloth of Juan Diego’s tilma. The bishop fell to his knees and
had the church built as Our Lady requested. It is today in the Basilica of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Mexico City.

Juan Diego’s tilma is still intact after 486 years. The colors have not faded nor has the
cloth deteriorated. It remains on display in the Basilica.

Special thanks to Rosalba Moreno and family and Evelyn Mota, the Guadalupenos
from Blessed Trinity; Jeannie Rivera and Jorge Ruiz from San Jose Catholic church; and
La Nopalera restaurant in Baymeadows, for bringing a performance of this tradition to
Christ the King, with the assistance of our incredible staff and liturgists!

We, at Christ the King, are looking for those who may wish to help plan and prepare
2017’s celebration at Christ the King.  If you are interested in becoming a member of this
incredible team, please contact the rectory or place your information in the collection
basket with a note that this is your desire.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Celebration
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Following is the biography of each Sister

Sister Pushpa Maria Vallippalam S.H.

Sister Pushpa is a member of Sisters of Sacred Heart congregation in
Kerala, India. When she was in her late teens, Sister Pushpa was faced
with a choice to become engaged, but felt a call to enter religious life
instead. She has now been a sister for 57 years. She is the third child of
eight siblings, and one of her sisters is also a nun in the same congrega-
tion in India. 

She came to the USA in her early 20s under the overseas education
program run by the Sisters of Mercy to study at St. Xavier College in
Chicago, where she received her BS in nursing. She then went on to study
for two years in Detroit and received her diploma as a nurse anesthetist.
After finishing study in the USA, she returned to her community (Sisters
of Sacred Heart) in Kerala, India in 1967, where she worked as a nurse
anesthetist in a small local hospital. The hospital needed to be rebuilt and
expanded to meet the community’s needs. Therefore, in 1974, the Sisters
of St. Francis in Green Bay, WI sponsored and helped Sister Pushpa and
two other sisters return to the USA so they could work and provide the
funding needed for the hospital project. 

Sister Pushpa worked diligently to obtain her licensing in the US as a
nurse anesthetist, and then started work at St. Vincent Hospital in Green
Bay, which is a Catholic hospital run by the Hospital Sisters of St. Francis.
After 17 years at St. Vincent Hospital, Sister Pushpa then moved to
Pittsburgh, PA and continued as nurse anesthetist until her retirement from
full time work in 1996. She then went to Milwaukee to stay with Sister
Roselit and worked part time at a retirement center for the School Sisters
of St. Francis. She completely retired from her nursing career in 2015, but
continued doing various volunteer works.  Sister Pushpa is very excited to
be here in Jacksonville at Christ the King. 

Sister Roselit Madappallil S.H.

Sister Roselit is also a member of Sisters of Sacred Heart
Congregation in Kerala, India. She felt called to religious life at the young
age of 10. After seeing the example of the Sisters who were her teachers
in school, and hearing songs and stories about mission work, she devel-
oped a strong urge to someday be a missionary and serve the poor and dis-
advantaged. Sister Roselit has now been in religious life for 59 years. She
came from a good Catholic family and is the oldest of eight siblings. Two
of her siblings are nuns in Kerala, India (one in the Sacred Heart commu-
nity and another in Medical Mission Sisters of St. Joseph).

Sister Roselit came to the USA in the 1960s at age 22 under the over-
seas education program run by the Sisters of Mercy, and studied at St.
Xavier College in Chicago. The community in India was in great need of
a modern medical lab, so Sister Roselit was charged with the task of earn-
ing a medical technology degree so she could return to India and establish
a laboratory for the community. 

After four years she received her BA in medical technology, returned
to India, started the laboratory, and worked in the lab for ten years. When
a financial need arrived to support and to build a hospital for their com-
munity in India, she returned to the USA in 1977 to join Sister Pushpa and
worked as a Medical Technologist in a Catholic Hospital in Green Bay,
WI. After three years of working as a lab technician, Sister Roselit then
received permission from her religious superior to study nursing and com-
pleted her degree in 1984. She then worked as a nurse in Hazard, KY,
which is a very poor and rural area in the Appalachian Mountains. In 1985
she returned to Milwaukee and worked as a nurse for 21 years at the VA

Hospital, sending her salary back to India for the community’s needs.
Sister Roselit retired from full time work in 2008, but continued to work
part time in Milwaukee at a Catholic nursing home run by the Religious
Sisters of Salvadorian. She completely retired from her nursing career in
2015, but continued volunteering as she does now in Jacksonville. Sister
Roselit has been really amazed at the warm welcome she has received
here at Christ the King Church. 

Sister Pelagia Muthanatt S.H.

Sister Pelagia is a member of Sisters of Sacred Heart Congregation in
Kerala, India. She began thinking of entering religious life in her teenage
years, as she saw so many needs around her. This calling became stronger
after two close friends made the decision to enter religious life. Sister
Pelagia then told her family of her decision, made her first vows as a sis-
ter in 1958, and has been in the religious community for 59 years. She
came from a devoted Catholic family and is the second of eight children.
She has a brother who is a priest in the international community of S.V.D
Congregation, and two of her sisters are also nuns in the Ursuline
Congregation in India.

Sister Pelagia came to the USA in 1959 under the overseas education
program run by the Sisters of Mercy, and studied nursing at St Xavier
College in Chicago. After receiving her BS in nursing, she returned to
Kerala, India in 1964 and worked as a staff nurse and administrator in a
local hospital. In 1979, she returned to the USA with the intention of high-
er studies in nursing. She attended Marquette University in Milwaukee
and received her Master’s in nursing education. She then returned to India
and resumed working in nursing at the local hospital run by the Sisters of
Sacred Heart. Sister Pelagia was then elected to administrative roles with-
in the Sisters of Sacred Heart Congregation (as provincial superior and
major general superior). After 12 years in these administrative roles, she
then worked for 20 years helping students learn English in a new mission
area for the community in Andhra, India. 

Sister Pelagia came to Christ the King church this December to assist
Sisters Roselit and Pushpa for a few months, and will return to India in
May. She has been very impressed with how well-behaved the children
are, the effectiveness of the Catholic teachings, and the strength of the
children’s faith here at Christ the King. 

Sister Assumption Panoor S.H.
Sister Assumption is also a member of Sacred Heart congregation in

Kerala, India. She learned about different religious paths while she was in
school and had a deep desire to do mission work. Her parents did not want
her to become a missionary because they were concerned about her being
too far away. Sister Assumption believes strongly that we should honor
our parents and follow the path put before us even if it does not match our
own desires. So she stayed close to home, entered the Sacred Heart con-
gregation in 1958 and made her vows in 1960 to become a nun. Sister
Assumption comes from a devoted Catholic family, and is the second of
four children. Her elder brother is a Jesuit priest in Madras, India. 

In 1961 she was sent by the congregation to West Germany to study
nursing at Loretto Krankenhaus in Freiburg. After four years, she received
her diploma in nursing and then worked at Heidelberg in Germany. She
returned to Kerala, India, in 1967, and worked as a staff nurse at a local
hospital belonging to the Sacred Heart Congregation. She also served as
Mother Superior Administrator, Provincial Counselor and General
Counselor for the congregation. In 1999 she went to Italy and worked at
the Aged Home for the Priests in Albano Diocese for six years. In 2004
Sister Assumption stayed in Milwaukee for a short time before returning
to India, where she served the congregation in various capacities. 

While she is here in Jacksonville visiting Christ the King, she is help-
ing Sisters Roselit and Pushpa, and will return to India in May. Sister
Assumption is enjoying the beautiful Christ the King campus and all the
people here, especially the children who have been so welcoming. 

Meet Our Sisters

L - R: Sister Assumption, Sister Pelagia, Sister Roselit

Sister Pushpa
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Dreams of Jeanie
by Jeanie Wilks, President of the Pastoral Council

Music ... from the Greek Mousike tekhne, the “art of the muses”.....historically, the term music has included
poetry which contains the same rhythmical and intuitive nature which belongs to music.

Father Bruce shared with us, the first night of our parish mission, the great connectivity between music
and the Holy Spirit.

I, as a musicophile,  understand the difference in listening to a skilled musician play and one who
plays from the soul. It is apparent if one listens carefully.

The head of the Jesuit order, Father Adolfo Nicolás, uses music as an analogy with which to under-
stand the difference in living by the laws of religion and living in the spirit .....

“Religion is less a code of doctrines and teachings than a sensitivity to the “dimensions of transcen-
dence” that underlie the human experience, Likening the religious experience to a person who can
appreciate the intricacies and variations of classical music, Jesuit Father Adolfo Nicolás said “religion
is first of all very much more like this musical sense than a rational system of teachings and explana-
tions.”
“Religion involves, first of all, a sensitivity to, an openness to, the dimensions of transcendence, of

depth, of gratuity, of beauty that underlie our human experiences,” Nicolás said. “But of course, this is a
sensitivity that is threatened today by a purely economic or materialist mindset which deadens this sensi-

tivity to deeper dimension of reality.”
Father Nicolas continued describing how many people have lost attentiveness to music because of the many

other distractions of the modern technological age. Nicolás said, “Just as this musical sense is being eroded and
weakened by the noise, the pace, the self-images of the modern and postmodern world, so is religious sensitivity.”

“I suggest that mission today... must first of all work toward people helping discover or rediscover this musical sense, this religious sensibility,”
he said, “this awareness and appreciation of dimensions of reality that are deeper than instrumental reason or materialist conceptions of life allow us.”

It appears that this analogy is becoming a cry for humanity in so many venues beyond religion. Recently, I have read three books, all of which
reach out for this transcendence in various ways.

One is Mitch Albom’s (author of Tuesdays with Morrie ) The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto wherein music relates the life of a man and how
his music and life were intertwined, another was The Music Lesson, a spiritual search for growth through music by Grammy Award Winner Victor L.
Wooten and the third was Musicophilia by Oliver Sacks, which is a series of case studies and the profound impact of music on the brain. 

Music and spirituality are of the same roots, ones that transcend beyond what we can see and move to depths of awareness that one can only feel,
often to the point of the unutterable where no words exist to communicate the experience but one that music can translate. 

Memories of loved ones, experiences, positive and negative, and childhood, are often resurfaced and relived in the company of a melody. Music
reaches the Spirit within but cannot be heard midst cacophony and hurry. Neither can the Holy Spirit reach us in the same conditions.

Our world is cacophonous and our worth is often measured by production of items on a list; the difference between religious laws and spirituali-
ty. Checking off a list of “I did” is much easier in our society than doing or creating from the heart, which often is beyond explanation.

No wonder we find it difficult to reach out, to connect, to discover, to be awed, to see the human beings that stand next to us ......we are too busy
to stop, to listen, to create and to be ........the art of conversation and the ability to soar to the depth of our own being and thus, our spirituality is being
diminished.

2 Corinthians 3:3 
“You are demonstrating that you are the Messiah’s letter, produced by our service, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not

on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”
Let this be our journey and our prayer.............

Brief Summary of Why Sister Pushpa and
Sister Roselit moved to Jacksonville, FL.

from Milwaukee

Sisters Roselit and Pushpa have been in the USA for more than 40
years. While they have been here, they are fulfilling many different mis-
sions. Through their work as nurses, they provide much needed financial
support to their community in India. While this is an important part of
their mission, their priority is to bring Christ to others no matter where
they are. While they were in Wisconsin, for example, they brought Christ
into their work as nurses, they served their local parishes and they touched
the lives of everyone they met. 

As they are both almost 80 years old, they will need to return to India
soon but have prayed and discerned how they can ensure that this impor-
tant mission continues. Their community back in India expressed the
desire for the Sisters to form a small community that could continue the
work they began. Sisters Roselit and Pushpa have a long-time friend who
is a priest in Jacksonville, so they asked for his guidance about starting a
community in Jacksonville with younger sisters from their community in
India. The priest was very supportive, and they eventually received the
approval from the bishop. After Christ the King offered to provide hous-
ing, the plan began to take shape. 

Although it was difficult to leave Milwaukee after 30 years, Sisters
Roselit and Pushpa arrived last summer. They stayed with the Sisters of
St. Joseph in St. Augustine while the convent renovations were finalized.
They both owe a big thanks and heart-felt gratitude to the St. Joseph com-
munity for making the interim stay with them very positive and feeling of
oneness. Sisters Roselit and Pushpa moved in to their new home at Christ
the King on August 20, 2016. Thanks to Father James Boddie’s tremen-
dous support, the overwhelming generosity of the parishioners, and the
provision of this beautiful convent, the mission we began 40 years ago
can continue. 

Brief History of Sisters of Sacred Heart
Congregation

The Sisters are members of the Sisters of Sacred Heart Congregation.
The congregation was founded in Kerala, India on January 1, 1911 by the
Venerable Father Mathew Kadalikattil. His love toward the Sacred Heart
was so great and was filled with the compassionate love of the Sacred
Heart, which urged him to do something to relieve the pains of the suffer-
ing humanity. Submitting unconditionally to the will of GOD, Father
Mathew admitted four women to start the new community of the Sacred
Heart Sisters. The simplicity and poverty of their lifestyle and their lov-
ing care and concern towards the destitute, attracted many generous
young women to the new community and they came in considerable num-
ber from different places. The growth of the congregation continued
steadily until, on March 11, 1976, the congregation of the Sisters of
Sacred Heart was raised to the status of “Juris pontifices” by the Holy
See. 

The tiny mustard seeds planted by Reverend Father Mathew
Kadalikattil a hundred years ago has now grown and become a large tree
spreading its branches far and wide in five continents. The congregation
continued to grow and is now divided into 11 provinces with provincials
as superiors and one major general superior for the whole congregation.
There are close to 4,000 members in the congregation. Our Apostolate
covers pastoral work, health care, home mission, education, social serv-
ice, orphanages, school for the mentally and physically challenged, home
for the aged and disabled, press and publications etc.  

The main Charism of the Sacred Heart congregation is to spread the
compassionate love and mercy of Jesus to everyone they come in contact
with through their actions, prayers and being the presence of Jesus. The
motto of the community is: “Redemption through love and self-giving.” 

Meet Our Sisters
continued from previous page
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We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

by Nick Klepac DGK

K’Cees’ Bunco Night - Another
great Bunco night was held at 6:30
p.m. Saturday, January 14, with the
next one scheduled Saturday,
March 11. This event is open to all
parish members of both Christ the
King and Resurrection. Come out
and join us for Bunco.   You must
call and reserve a seat and dinner.
Please call Bernie at 904-608-5135.

PBJ’s for the Saint Francis Soup
Kitchen - on Friday, December 30,
Deputy Grand Knight Nick Klepac
and his wife, Bernie, K’Cees’ pres-
ident, hosted the quarterly Peanut
Butter and Jelly sandwich-making
for our homeless neighbors. With
the help of many Knights, families
and friends, over 600 sandwiches
were made. Everyone enjoyed
sharing pizza afterwards. The next
PBJ event will be April 28.

Road Cleanup - The Knights,
under the direction of Mike Stirna,
conducted the monthly road
cleanup on Lone Star Road (second
Saturday of each month). We meet
monthly at the parking lot of St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church at the
corner of Lone Star Road and
Carlotta Road at 8:00 a.m.

Walk for Life - The Knights, and
other members from Christ the
King, walk and pray each Monday
at 1:00 p.m. in front of the abortion
clinic on University Boulevard,
weather permitting. Come join us
and let our pro-life voice be heard.
Knights and other members from
Resurrection walk and pray each
week in the same location.  See the
Resurrection Parish bulletin for the
schedule.  

Hats off to our Right to Life
Chairman George Dewey and his
wife Pam!

Corporate Communion - The
Knights and families attended their
quarterly corporate communion at
Resurrection on Sunday, January
15 at the 8:30 a.m. Mass. A won-
derful opportunity for all Knights
of both CTK and Resurrection to
attend mass together with their
families.  If you aren’t a Knight,
please check out our web site
www.council4727.com and see
what we do.  Becoming a Knight is
a great opportunity to put your faith
into action.  Our next corporate
communion/Ladies Appreciation
Brunch will be Sunday, March 26.
You must RSVP for the Ladies
Appreciation Brunch to Ralph
Mosley at 904-744-9522.  The
brunch will be at the River City
Brewing Company - $22.95 per
person/seniors $21.95 per person.

CTK Honor Roll Breakfast - The Knights, with chief cook John Klinkenberg, honored our
CTK School Honor students and families by cooking a great breakfast for them, on Tuesday,
January 10.  Our students and parents attended. Great job to all of them for getting honors!

Christ the King Winterfest - The
Knights from Christ the King and
Resurrection, cooked over 250 hot-
dogs and hamburgers in support of
the school’s Winterfest held in the
Kingdome on Friday, December 9. 

K’Cees’ Christmas Party - The
K’Cees held their annual Christmas
party Saturday, December 10, at the
K of C Hall.  Glenn, the Caterer, pro-
vided a wonderful meal starting a
night filled with food, desserts, games
and prizes. 

The K’Cee President, Bernie Klepac
presented the proceeds from the
nights raffle to Resurrection Catholic
School Principle Pat Donohue
January 28, and Christ the King
School Principle Stephanie
Engelhardt January 30 for use in the
teacher’s general fund. 

Catholic Jeopardy - Brother Knight Robert Roldan hosted a
wonderful evening of Jeopardy with “Catholic” categories,
Friday, January 6.  Lots of fun, suspense and laughter as contest-
ants played for prizes. Attendees enjoyed a great potluck dinner.
The next “Catholic Jeopardy” will be held at the Knights hall,
Friday, April 7, at 6:30 p.m.
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Family Dinner and Movie
Knight - The Knights hosted a
potluck dinner and movie night at
the hall, Tuesday, January 24, at
6:30 p.m. The movie shown was
“God’s Not Dead 2.”  When high
school history teacher Grace
Wesley (Melissa Hart) is asked a
question about Jesus in class, her
reasoned response lands her in
deep trouble. The ensuing court
case could expel God from the
classroom and the public square
once and for all! A powerful call to
action movie.  Thanks to George
and Pam Dewey for coordinating
this event.

Resurrection Winterfest - Brother
Knight Ray Flott, fellow Knights
and Resurrection’s Men’s Group
(led by Terry Frank) cooked ham-
burgers and hotdogs in support of
the Resurrection Catholic Church
School Winterfest, Saturday,
January 28, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. 

Corporate Communion Mass
and Ladies Appreciation Brunch
at Christ the King - Corporate
Communion will be held Sunday,
March 26, 9:00 a.m. Mass.  The
Ladies Appreciation Brunch will
be held after Mass at 11:00 a.m. at
River City Brewing Company.
Cost of tickets is $22.95 per per-
son; seniors are $21.95.  Please
RSVP to Ralph Mosley at 904-744-
9522 if you wish to sit as a group.
River City will do separate checks
at the event.

We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

Religious Appreciation
Mass and Dinner - The
Knights and their fami-
lies, parishioners from
CTK and Resurrection
joined in celebration of
Mass and Dinner at
Christ the King in honor
of past and present
Priests and Religious
from both parishes,
Friday, February 3.   

Squires Adventure Landing Trip - Squires
enjoyed a day, January 29 at Adventure Landing
play golf, ride go-carts and playing lazer tag.

Squires Christmas Party - Squires and their families enjoy
some great food celebrating Christmas December 18.

Squires Host Basketball Free
Throw Tournament - The
Squires and their Knights of
Columbus counselors hosted a
council and Divisional Basketball
Free Throw contests, Saturday,
January 21, beginning at 9:00 a.m.
The tournament was open to all
boys and girls, ages 9 - 14.  

Knights of Columbus
Upcoming Major Events

March 11 - Bunko (6:30 p.m.) at K
of C Hall

March 26 - Corporate Communion
Mass at CTK (9 a.m.) and Ladies
Apprec.  Brunch at River City
Brewing Co. (10 a.m.)

April 7 - Catholic Jeopardy (6:30
a.m.) at K of C Hall

April 15 - Easter Egg Hunt at CTK
(12 a.m.)

April 28 - PBJ sandwich making
for St. Francis Soup Kitchen (6:00
p.m.) at K of C hall

All of these events are open to
Christ the King and Resurrection

Parishioners
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by Zack Dodge
CTK Edge Coordinator

We are all chosen. We all have a purpose here. We all have someone
who loves us to no end and we need to be committed to that love. This is
just a small example of what went on at the 2017 Confirmation Retreat.
The Youth Ministry team had 30 confirmandi come to Camp St. John for
a weekend retreat with amazing food, great sessions and testimonies of
how God moves in everyday life. We ventured further into why we are
here and getting to understand our purpose. We spoke about the depth of
God’s love for us. It was amazing to see the power of repentance during
Confession and the commitment the confirmation candidates had towards
participating and being active during the weekend. 

The confirmandi are
an amazing group of
students that are very
intelligent, humorous, and
loving and show desire to
grow in faith with the
Church. The Youth
Ministry enjoys the
opportunity to help the
students grow closer to
God. The Youth Ministry
would like to thank Father Boddie for his example of God’s love and his
commitment to Christ the King Parish and School. Thank you to all the
parishioners who are examples of God’s disciples and for all the support
you give to make God’s existence be recognized. 
Thank you to an amazing group of confirmandi who gave 100% of

themselves to this retreat. Thank you to the parents and teachers who
came out to camp and made phenomenal food and decorations. Thank you
to the Core Team who took time out of their weekend to lead the
confirmandi closer to God. A special thank you to the Praise and Worship
Band who lead us in worship throughout the weekend. 
We are keeping all of you in our prayers. May you be filled with joy

because of the blessings and graces God gives to you.

Confirmation Retreat

CTK Youth Retreat
Feeling Distant?!
Love Jesus?!

Need a Getaway?!
Like to Hang With Your Friends?!

Well, I have the place for you! Come join a bunch of
high school students on CTK Spring Retreat!

It is March 31, April 2 and 3.

It is an amazing experience to grow closer
in faith and fellowship! 
To sign up please check out

https://parish.ctkcatholic.com/forms you can sign up
online!

For any more information please contact Joey
Klinkenberg at 724-0080 ext. 324 or at

Joey.Klinkenberg@ctkcatholic.

w Middle school Ministry, Edge, meets every first and third Friday
from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Food is provided! All sixth, seventh
and eighth graders are welcome!  We hope to see all of you there.

w If you would like to donate a dinner for one of our Edge Nights,
please sign up at https://mealtrain.com/5925k7 

w CTK Youth Ministry went to Winter Jam 2017 and it was an
amazing concert with 15 bands and thousands of Christians
praising our Lord!

w April 22 will be our first Edge Retreat! It will be a one-day retreat
for all middle school students!

w June 19 - 23, “Just5Days,” will be a five-day local mission trip for
middle school students!

Please join our email group for more information about what is
happening in this ministry! 

Email Ctkonedge@gmail.com or call Zack Dodge at (904)423.7737



Submitted by Peter Harding 

The Boy Scouts in CTK were
celebrating, with their families, a
thanksgiving feast in Camp Heart
Hanks, Key Largo, this past
Thanksgiving. Of course there were
prayers, singing and storytelling
along with service of cleaning the
camp area. Scout master Brian
Smith shared this story before we
were about to drive back to
Jacksonville. This story touches my
heart because when I was in the
camp I was having fun. The text of
my sister in Canada that I received
saying my aunt passed away, melt-
ed me down, and all I did was cry.
There’s a part of this story that
helped me a little bit saying, “When
life gives you 100 reasons to cry,
show life that you have a 1000 rea-
sons to smile.”

A blind boy sat on the steps of a
building with a hat by his feet. He
held up a sign which said: “I am
blind, please help.” There were
only a few coins in his hat.

A man was walking by. He took
a few coins from his pocket and
dropped them into the hat. He then
took the sign, turned it around, and
wrote some words. He put the sign
back so that everyone who walked
by would see the new words.

Soon the hat began to fill up. A
lot more people were giving money
to the blind boy.

That afternoon the man who
had changed the sign came to see
how things were. The boy recog-
nized his footsteps and asked,
“Were you the one who changed
my sign this morning? What did
you write?”

The man said, “I only wrote the
truth. I said what you said but in a

different way.” “I wrote: “Today is
a beautiful day, but I cannot see it.”

Both signs told people that the
boy was blind. But the first sign
simply said the boy was blind. The
second sign told people that they
were so lucky that they were not
blind. Should we be surprised that
the second sign was more effec-
tive?

Moral of the Story: Be thankful
for what you have. Be creative. Be
innovative. Think differently and
positively. When life gives you 100
reasons to cry, show life that you
have 1000 reasons to smile. Face
your past without regret. Prepare
for the future without fear. Keep the
faith and drop the fear.

The most beautiful thing is to
see a person smiling. And even
more beautiful, is knowing that you
are the reason behind it!!! Just
think… God can live anywhere in

the universe, and He chose your
heart!
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A Wonderful Thanksgiving Story

Submitted by Charm Saults
taken from the internet

AMEN: The only part of a prayer that everyone knows.
BULLETIN: Your receipt for attending Mass. 
CHOIR: A group of people whose singing allows the rest of the congre-
gation to lip-sync.
HOLY WATER: A liquid whose chemical formula is H2OLY. 
HYMN: A song of praise usually sung in a key three octaves higher
than that of the congregation’s range. 
RECESSIONAL HYMN: The last song at Mass often sung a little
more quietly, since most of the people have already left.
INCENSE: Holy Smoke!
JESUITS: An order of priests known for their ability to find colleges
with good basketball teams.
JONAH: The original ‘Jaws’ story.
JUSTICE: When kids have kids of their own.
KYRIE ELEISON: The only Greek words that most Catholics can rec-
ognize besides gyros (heroes?) and baklava. (For you non-Catholics it
means Lord have mercy.) 
MAGI: The most famous trio to attend a baby shower.
MANGER: Where Mary gave birth to Jesus because Joseph wasn’t
covered by an HMO. (The Bible’s way of showing us that holiday travel
has always been rough.) 
PEW: A medieval torture device still found in Catholic churches.

PROCESSION: The ceremonial formation at the beginning of Mass
consisting of altar servers, the celebrant, and late parishioners looking
for seats.
RECESSIONAL: The ceremonial procession at the conclusion of Mass
led by parishioners trying to beat the crowd to the parking lot. 
RELICS: People who have been going to Mass for so long, they actual-
ly know when to sit, kneel, and stand.
TEN COMMANDMENTS: The most important Top Ten list not given
by David Letterman.
USHERS: The only people in the parish who don’t know the seating
capacity of a pew.

LITTLE KNOWN FACTS ABOUT THE CHURCHES IN LAS
VEGAS:

There are more churches in Las Vegas than casinos. During Sunday
services at the offertory, some worshipers contribute casino chips as
opposed to cash. Some are sharing their winnings - some are hoping to
win.

Since they get chips from so many different casinos, and they are
worth money, the Catholic churches are required to send all the chips into
the diocese for sorting. Once sorted into the respective casino chips, one
junior priest takes the chips and makes the rounds to the casinos turning
chips into cash. 

And he, of course, is known as the Chip Monk.

(with thanks to Cathal Cavanagh.)

Humorous Catholic Terms

Religious Article Store

Sign up for the drawing on April 22.
Chances are just 25 cents. 

You could win:
$35.00 Fruit Basket

$25.00 Gift card for Olive Garden
$25.00 Gift card for Wal-Mart
$10.00 Gift card for Starbucks
$10.00 Gift card for Panera

The Religious Article Store is in need of volunteers,
Please call Charm (377-1299) or stop by. 

COUNTRY STORE COMING UP

We need donations of the following items: decorations, items for the
bath, kitchen, appliances, linens, furniture, office supplies, children’s
clothes, tools, etc. They can be dropped off at the St. Mary’s Room

every Saturday from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 
Also needed are cleaning supplies, paper towels, scotch tape, and price

tags. 
PLEASE NO VHS TAPES. NO TVs or OFFICE EQUIPMENT

without the instruction books.

Sale dates for the Spring Sale are:
March 31—- 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 
April     1—- 8:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m.
April     2—- 8:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m.

Contact Charm with questions at 377-1299 or stop by the Religious
Article Store
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School News
Christ the King – Christmas boutique

by Adriana Giles
On Thursday, December

1, Christ the King Catholic
School had its annual
Christmas Boutique where
all the children in the
school were able to buy
Christmas presents for
their loved ones.  The
event was a success due to
the dedication of our FSA

and the many
parents who volunteered.  Thank
you, parents, for all your dona-
tions and more important for the
time our volunteers spent wrap-
ping the presents.  

Christ the King – Winter Festival
by Adriana Giles

On Friday, December 9, Christ the King Catholic School had its annu-
al Winter Festival.  Thank you to all board members of FSA for the fan-
tastic night of family entertainment. Also, thank you to all the volunteers.
Without you this Jingle Jam could not have been possible!!

The festival started at 6:00 p.m. and it lasted
until 9:00 p.m.  Everyone enjoyed the booths
that each grade in the school put together:
Snowflake spinning wheel, stand up bottle,
balloon darts, snowman cups, ice hockey, and
more.  They also had stations with arts and
crafts, sand glass making, a cookie stand and
a game truck.

It was a
wonderful night for all to

enjoy the company of family, friends and
many members of the CTK community.
We can’t wait until our next festival.

by Adriana Giles

On January 12, all middle school Christ the King students present-
ed their science projects to the judges in the Parish Hall.  The students
had been working on these projects for months under the supervision
of the science teacher, Mrs. Suzette Gagnon. Christ the King Catholic
School is very lucky to have this awesome teacher showing our chil-
dren the scientific method and with this science fair our students can
understand and experience it.

Science Fair Winners

Sixth grade
1st place - Chinoyne Nduka
2nd place - Zack Engelhardt
3rd place - Olivia Ross

Honorable Mention:
-Emannuella Essien
-Kara Fleming
-Keegan Fritz
-Lauren Nichols
-Carlton Payne
-Jeremy Reckers
-Torin Sapp
-Abigail Swain
-Camden Thornton

Seventh grade
1st place - Emmie Williams
2nd place - Matthew Hildreth
3rd place - Sebastian Ortiz

Honorable Mention:
-Christopher Bradley
-Elizabeth McClellan
-Anyssa Searcy

Eighth grade
1st place - Miriam Alrahil
2nd place - Gilli Garner
3rd place - Erin Kress

Honorable Mention:
-Layne Baldwin
-Hunter Daniel
-Stevie Dionisio
-Teressa Elhajj
-Christian Flores
-Kylie Wnorowski

The following students received the Excellence Awards: 
-Christopher Bradley
-Zack Engelhardt
-Matthew Hildreth
-Erin Kress 
-William Thompson

The following students will move on to the Regional Science
Fair:

Sixth Grade
Zack Engelhardt, Chinoyne Nduka, Olivia Ross and Abigail

Swain.

Seventh grade
Christopher Bradley, Matthew Hildreth, Elizabeth McClellan,

Sebastian Ortiz, Anyssa Searcy and Emmie Williams.

Eighth grade
Miriam Alrahil, Emilie Chinault, Hunter Daniels, Teressa Elhajj,

Gill Garner, Erin Kress, William Thompson and Kylie Wnorowski.

Christ the King Science Fair 2017
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Bishop John J. Snyder High School
First Honors
Luke Desclefs

Second Honors
Cecilia Bui

Caroline Moneyhan

Bishop Kenny High School
Principal’s Honors

Michaela Bowling
Sarah Crocco

Isabel Devore-Suazo
Marisa Garcia
Regine Hilaire
Kolbe Jones

Jean-Paul Korkmaz
Deana Mardini
Karolina Moreno
Bryanna Racke
Victoria Reep

Katherine Richmond
Aidan Webb

Michael Winston Jr.
Kathleen Yarborough

Honor Roll

Ehsan Atallah
Sydney Barrett
Meghan Benson
Jared Bowling

DaJiana Burroughs
Blessing Essien
Lana Farhat

Nicolina Graves
Brian Guzman
Marissa House
Matthew Johnson
Sophia Mardini
Gina Nguyen

Arianna Nicole Palomo
Shadia Salem
Sham Salem
Rylee Schroder
Nicholas Taylor
Makenna Vance
Hannah Williams
Madison Yates

Honor Roll Second Quarter 

Queens
and

Kings
by Annie Sabatino

At our Christmas meeting we were entertained by Edward Latimer
and his violin. Edward will be graduating in the spring from Jacksonville
University. He hopes to enroll in the Air Force to further his music edu-
cation. The Air Force has several bands. We wish him the best. All the
food was brought in by members and it was all delicious and festive for
the season. 

Our next meeting was held on January 8, same Sunday as the
Epiphany dinner. Our meeting was short due to the fact that the Red Cross
did not come in due to a mix-up on their schedule. But  all in all every-
one enjoyed the food from the Epiphany dinner.

February meeting was held on February 12; St. Valentine’s Day was
the theme. The following month we will have an Irish theme and bingo
on March 12.

Come join us. Anyone over 50 is welcomed.

by Carol-Ann Black

Christ the King Council of Catholic Women held its winter general
meeting on January 26 and it was quite wonderful. First of all, we had a
nice crowd in attendance. Our business agenda was not great, but having
a slate of officers for installation in May for the next Council year was a
wonderful achievement. AND we welcomed a whole new circle to our
group. Last year, Josephine Harding brought in a circle of Filipino
women.  This year, the new circle came through the CHRP program. Both
are very important blessings for CKCCW and Christ the King parish,
bringing greater participation in overall parish activity. Then cap it off
with the fact that everybody hung out just visiting and Claretta said it was
the best meeting we’ve had in years! Can’t beat that now, can you? 

The slate of officers to be voted in and installed in May is: President
- Cheryl Davis; Vice president - Monica Crisp; Secretary - Shelby Miller;
Treasurer - Betty Kuehl. 

Another important position was filled on Thursday evening - web
page person. Our new parish website and web page is an important part
of our public presence and I have been totally neglectful. I asked for
someone to consider the job and Deidre Hicks, of the new CKCCW cir-
cle, volunteered immediately. Thank you, Deidre. 

Betty Becht, CKCCW owes you mountains of thanks for sending
greetings of encouragement, recovery and prayer. Having been on the
receiving end of your card recently, I know how good it feels to know that
friends are thinking of you at a particularly difficult or joyful time. 

Bunco night will happen before this piece appears in the Courier, so
I will thank Kathy Nichols and Barbara Crane at this time for organizing
this fun evening for the parish. I know that we will all have a great time. 

Upcoming events for CKCCW:
March 1 - Ash Wednesday
March 6 - Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m.—SDH
March 16 - Deanery dinner at Holy Spirit, preceded by Mass
March 24/25 - Eucharistic congress
Month of April - Diaper drive for Women’s Help Center
April 3 - Board meeting, 9:30 a.m.— SDH
April 14 - Good Friday Soup and Bread, noonish, Parish Hall 
April 21, 22, 23 - Diocesan CCW Convention - Embassy Suites, 

Baymeadows

Christ the King
Council of Catholic Women

by Regina Joiner

Our troop has continued our concentration on safety.  We were lucky
to have two of JSO’s finest join us.  Officer Nuria Archbold taught us
about personal safety.  Officer Lisa Schmucker taught us about her role as
a JSO Air Unit Pilot.  They were both great role models for our girls.  

We wrapped up our Emergency Preparedness Badge requirements
with a visit from Poison Control.  We learned how to avoid accidental poi-
sonings and what to do in case of emergencies.

Our latest concentration has been on birds! Ms. Carolyn from the
Duval Audubon Society talked to us about the  birds we can find in this
area and what tools we can use to help us in our search. The girls had a
chance to make a bird feeder and they made and decorated a bird house.

We meet every other Monday on the CTK campus. Please email
fl1125ahg@gmail.com for further information.

American Heritage Girls (AHG)
Troop 1125 at Christ the King



Page 20 Christ the King Courier February 2017

WASHINGTON - On Friday, January 27, just days after the presidential
inauguration, Vice-President Mike Pence spoke to tens of thousands,
including members of the Knights of Columbus, who gathered to
participate in the 2017 March for Life.

The event has taken place every January since 1974, on or near the
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court decision that
legalized abortion throughout the nation.

The event kicked
off with a rally
sponsored by the March
for Life Education and
Defense Fund, which
was born out of the
grassroots movement
that gathered on the
first anniversary of Roe
v. Wade.

At the rally, Vice-
President Pence, the
highest ranking
government official to
attend the event during
its 44-year history, said,
“I am deeply humbled
to be the first vice-
president of the United
States ever to attend this
event.” On behalf of
President Trump, he
also thanked the
attendees for their stand
for life and their
compassion for the

women and children of America.
Citing the Mexico City Policy that restricts funding for abortion

services to foreign countries, Pence assured pro-lifers that the Trump
administration will continue to devote its time and energy to making
America a country for life, announcing that President Trump will name a
pro-life Supreme Court nominee next week.

“We’ve come to a historic moment in the cause for life,” he said.
“Compassion is overcoming convenience, and hope is defeating despair.
… In a word, life is winning in America because of all of you.” He added,
“Be assured that along with you, we will not grow wearied, we will not
rest, until we restore a culture of life in America for ourselves and for our
posterity.”

The rally began with the introduction of Jeanne Mancini, president of
the March for Life Education and Defense Fund, by Deputy Supreme
Knight Patrick Kelly, who referred to the march as “the largest annual
civil rights gathering in the world.” After greeting the crowds, Mancini
welcomed Kellyanne Conway, senior counselor to President Trump.

“I am a wife, a mother, a Catholic, counselor to the president of the
United States of America. And yes, I am pro-life,” Conway told the
crowd. “It is such an honor to stand with the vice-president of the United
States and with students from places near and far to defend the unborn.
This is a new day, a new dawn for life.”

“Why are we here? What does it mean to stand together?” she
continued. “It means to protect and promote the most precious gift in the
world, the gift of life.”

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson and Deputy Supreme Knight Patrick
Kelly talk with Vice-President Mike Pence prior to his address to the tens
of thousands attending the rally prior to the March for Life (Photo:
Matthew Barrick).

The number of attendees at the pro-life march has grown throughout
the years, with attendees coming not just from nearby states but from
across the country to participate. This year, the marching crowd grew
following the rally, reaching - according to EWTN reporters at the event
- approximately half a million attendees.

Their attendance supports the Marist polling commissioned by the
Knights of Columbus in 2016, which showed that the majority of
Americans see abortion as both ultimately harmful to women and morally
wrong.

Of those polled, 55 percent of Americans agreed that abortion
ultimately does a woman more harm than good — an opinion equally
shared by both the men and women polled. By contrast, only about 1 in
10 Americans believe there should be no restrictions on abortion.

“Year in and year out since we began polling on this issue, the
American people have understood that the law can protect mother and
child alike and have expressed a strong consensus in favor of abortion
restrictions,” said Supreme Knight Anderson. “It is time for a new
national conversation on abortion, one that begins with this consensus in
favor of restrictions - a consensus that American women and men have
already reached.”

This year, as in past years, the crowd at the March for Life consisted
of people of all faiths and political backgrounds. Countless pro-life
banners and flags were on display, including the thousands of Knights of
Columbus “Defend Life” and “Choose Life” signs distributed by the D.C.
State Council. Many participants attended with their families and young
children. Others, such as college and high school students, traveled
together on parish- or school-sponsored buses.

Armed with cell phones, many marchers shared their support of life
on social media using the hashtag #PowerofOne, which was the hopeful
theme of this year’s march. The theme emphasized the power that each
individual person can have in building a culture that protects life at each
and every stage. 

Following the rally, the nearly two-mile march began from the
National Mall and progressed past the U.S. Capitol before convening at
the Supreme Court building.

Standing together, marchers once more defended the weakest in
society. It is a cause that has endured both weather and time as people
continue to make a stand - or in this case, a march - for life.

(reprinted from www.kofc.org)

Knights of Columbus - March for Life
Washington, DC

College Knights were among the tens of
thousands attending the 2017 March for Life.

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson and Deputy Supreme Knight Patrick
Kelly talk with Vice-President Mike Pence prior to his address to the tens

of thousands attending the rally prior to the March for Life. 
(Photo: Matthew Barrick).

(L to R) Christina Roldán, Elizabeth Bendis, Aimee Roldán, Katerina
Benedict.  Daughters of Knights from Jacksonville, FL

(Photo by Mikaela Benedict)
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