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C O U R I E RC O U R I E R

by Cynthia Surles
Christ the King School had an amazing Career Day presentation

on Tuesday, October 16. A JSO helicopter landed in the afternoon,
in the middle of a roped-off parking lot. The female pilot and the
other two officers interacted with groups of students answering
questions and showing them the inside instruments. In the gym,
booths were set up around the perimeter and the classes were
moved in orderly fashion from one vendor to another, to hear the
information given. I was truly impressed.

Remaining information submitted by Suzette Gagnon
The presenters for Career Day were: 
Seaperch Program (through USN) 
Jennifer Wallinger (USN Dietitian) 
Detective Brooks and Detective Hopely from JSO for fingerprinting 
Clark Morgan (Marine Biologist specializing in sharks)
Karen Pickering, St. Vincents Lab 
JSO Helicopter and crew 
Jonathan Brown from JEA 
Joel and Alejandro from Medtronics 
Dragonfly (drone engineering) 
JSO Aviation maintenance 
Trauma One nurses with CPR 
Empire Electric 
David Settles from Southern Ionics Materials 

It was an amazing afternoon of learning about innovation and
STEM in the “real” world. We have not done a career fair in over
four years, and this is the first time we have had the JSO helicopter.
We also had a primary focus on STEM career fields. We did some
writing activities with the kids afterwards and there were a lot of
different “favorites.” Definitely the helicopter, but the students
liked different things based on their interests.

Christ the King School Career Day
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Father Lam’s Message
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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two
of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

by Father Lam Nguyen

My friends, I am amazed at how time flies. Three and one half years have passed since I first
came to Christ the King for my third assignment in my nine years of priestly vocation. As I glance
back at those years, I realize that God has answered the deepest desire of my heart, especially at
this time to be chaplain for the sick and the dying. I had planned either to go back to Viet Nam to
accompany my first brother, who is also a diocesan priest of Ho Chi Minh City, for charitable
works, or join an abbey for the rest of my life.

I wonder that God is calling me through our Bishop Felipe Estevez, for the missionary work
of caring for the sick and the dying. I think this is the best charitable work that fits an aged priest
like me. Truly, God saw deep in my heart and heard my wishes to spend the rest of my life fulfilling
the needs of His loving patients and satisfying my ultimate expectation. Most of all, by facing the
sick and dying, it will frequently remind me about preparing for my own ending life. 

Moreover, deep in my heart I am joyful in spirit, because I feel clearly God is calling and
leading me to His Wonderful Final Mission for me, so I can become like Him spreading His
almighty Father’s Great Love. This sounds beautiful, but it is not easy to fulfill the task. Therefore,
I really need you, dear CTK parishioners, for support by praying for me to sincerely accomplish
my mission in caring and uplifting our ill brothers and sisters in Memorial Hospital.

Also, I appreciate all your support and help during the past three years, working for Christ the
King parish, especially Father James Boddie, Deacon George Barletta, Mrs. Jackie Comstock, and
Mrs. Nikki Wallace. I hope they will continue to support, help, and pray for me. Of course,
anything you think I can do to help you or CTK’s parish, please e-mail me at
frjosephlam2008@gmail.com. I will miss every one of you. It’s funny but sad to say I hope to see
you in Memorial Hospital.

May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts always! God bless!

~Father Lam Nguyen  

All are invited!
Epiphany International Celebration January 6, 2019

Prepare and bring your favorite ethnic dish.
From American to German and Filipino to Vietnamese

Share your cuisine with your parish family.
Watch the bulletin for details.

Christmas & New Year’s Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve -  December 24  5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 
Christmas Day -  December 25  Midnight, 9:00 a.m. and

11:00 a.m.
New Year’s Day -  January 1  8:00 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and

6:30 p.m.

To the Parishioners of Christ the King Parish
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Letter to a Friend

Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

by Jim Medley 

Dear Friend, this time of the year everybody wants to know “What’s
Christmas all about?” Christmas is simply celebrating the birth of a baby,
who was named Jesus. I am sure Mary and Joseph were happy and excit-
ed about His birth. Then too, there were also angels and shepherds cele-
brating the birth. 

I like to think when I was born my mother and father, along with my
grandparents, aunts and uncles were happy and excited about my being
born. Of course, my birth didn’t mean anything to the world like the birth
of Jesus did. I remember when my baby brother, who is fifteen years
younger than I am, was born. I was curious and happy about him. I
remember helping feed him his bottle and sterilizing the bottles for the
next feeding. 

So if you think well of your country, you will celebrate the 4th of July
and Memorial Day. 

And if you think well of Jesus, you will celebrate His birthday and
Resurrection. 

Let us thank the Father for sending us His Son. 

Your friend, Jim 

Editor’s 
Corner

by Kerry Brophy

Students celebrate International Day of Peace by reading poems, dis-
playing artwork and praying for countries around the world. They gath-
ered in cross formation at our peace garden and sang “He’s Got the Whole
World in His Hands!”

Morning Star Celebrates
International Peace Day

As I mentioned in the last issue,
I’ve been proofreading for
the Courier for 18 years before I
became the editor. During that
time, I’ve seen a lot of changes in
both how we do the work and in
the number of people we have helping us. We have lost a lot of good peo-
ple over the years; some have died, some moved away, some now need a
ride to get to the rectory. We hope you will be one of our new friends; we
can promise fun, companionship, food and of course work, but not every
week. We usually take several weeks off between issues. If you miss a
week, we won’t reduce your pay. (I smile when I say that.)

From the old days of typing stories, cutting, waxing and then pasting
paper pieces on special boards to make pages, we have been modernized
by the easy use of computers. Here are some ways you can help:

If you can recognize a misspelled word or missing punctua-
tion, we would love to have you proofread with us. Every arti-
cle gets read by at least three different people so it’s not all “on
your shoulders.”

If you have two fingers to type with, we would love your help
as a typist correcting errors that the proofers find. They’ll
keep you busy, but you rarely have to type a complete article.

If you love to make things fit together on a page, help us work
on the final stage using QuarkXPress (a desktop publishing
software). You don’t have to already be proficient, we can
train and there is always someone to help and/or answer ques-
tions.

We are very grateful for the continuing photography service provided
by Bill Coppedge and his professional talent and equipment. But Bill
can’t be everywhere, all the time. You can help by taking photos of any
occasion in which the parish would be interested in. Then pick out your
best ones and send them in. If you can write a few words to tell us what
the occasion is, plus captions if needed for the photos, that would be even
better. Today’s smartphones usually have a 12-megapixel camera and
those photos can be easily e-mailed to us.

I also want to thank the faithful staff who have come consistently to
our Wednesday night meetings:

MaryAnn Sullivan, Bernie Klepac and Nick Klepac work on
QuarkXpress. MaryAnn has also done a tremendous amount of other
behind-the-scenes work since the paper started twenty years ago. I didn’t
realize how much until my husband and I took it on.

Annie Sabatino, Kitty Kowalski, Dot Crement and Dee Klima do all
the proofreading. Then we have all our writers, some consistently in every
issue, some occasional, too numerous to mention here, but you can see
their bylines in various issues. If we didn’t have all of these people, we
wouldn’t have a paper. So, thanks to all of the above and keep up the great
work!

REMEMBER, WE NEED YOU! No resumes necessary.

The new Our Lady of Guadalupe
Shrine, between the rectory and chruch
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by Father Martin L. Ibeh
Parochial Vicar
Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine

The image of the Tower of Babel in the Book of Genesis chapter 11
brings back memories of my recent pilgrimage to Mexico, where I visited
the Pyramid of the Sun and the Pyramid of the Moon. It still amazes me
to think of the enormous time, treasure and effort that the Aztecs of
Mexico put into the building of the massive pyramids at an era when
there was no advanced technological equipment. 
The Pyramids in Mexico give me a good picture of the form of the

Tower of Babel which is mentioned in Genesis 11:1-9. The Tower of
Babel is however a unique structure: to think of a tower that will reach
the heavens is beyond my imagination. How would it be possible? In any
case, the story begins by telling us that originally the whole world spoke
one language (some scholars think that the language was Hebrew since
the most ancient writings available were in Hebrew). Then Noah’s
descendants decided to build a city and a tower
that would extend to heaven so that they would
“make a name for” themselves (Gen 11: 3). The
name of the city which they wanted to build is
called Babel (Gen 11:9). The word “babel” comes
from the Hebrew word “babal” which means “to
confuse,” “to mix up.” The story reaches a high
point when God descends from heaven and
ultimately confuses their language. Instead of a
world united by a common language, their
rebellion gave birth to a world of division and
confusion of tongues; instead of a world of love
and peace, we inherited a world beset with
division, hatred and war. 
As the Scripture tells us, the people began to

build the tower with the motive of making “a
name” for themselves. They sought recognition
and power to live independently from the
supreme God. David Atkinson says, “Our human
sin is that we fail to recognize that God is God,
and we try, both individually and corporately, to
take God’s place.” Instead of love of God and
neighbor, their hearts were filled with lust and
greed. Louis Ginzberg remarks that the
“enterprise” of the people in Babel was true
rebellion against God, adding, “A brick
was…more precious in the sight of the builders than a human being. If a
man fell down, and met his death, none took notice of it, but if a brick
dropped, they wept, because it would take a year to replace it.” Many of
the world’s violent destruction of life and property are due to people’s
desire to make a name for themselves; their failure to obediently live in
God’s presence and authority. “You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to
heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on
the mount of assembly in the far north; I will ascend above the heights of
the clouds, I will make myself like the Most High.’ But you are brought
down to Sheol, to the depths of the Pit” (Isa 14:13-15). 

Right from the beginning, God gave Adam and Eve a choice to obey
his command and remain in his love; but they crossed the God-given
boundary; as a result, they met with gloom and misery (Gen 3). King Saul
failed to follow God’s command, and as a consequence of his ungodly
choice “the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from
the Lord tormented him” (1 Sam 16:14). Pharaoh refused to let the
Israelites go; and so, his kingdom was struck with plagues (Ex 7-12).
Absalom wanted to make a name for himself; his love of pomp drove his
heart to declare himself king and staged a revolt against his father
David’s throne (2 Sam 15ff). In his lust for power, to “make a name” for
himself, Hitler began to construct the tower of his “superior race” by
exterminating those he considered as the “inferior race.” It was estimated
that the infamous Hitler’s anti-Semitism of the 20th century, “the final
solution to the Jewish question,” claimed the lives of six million Jews.
Thinking about this gruesome murder of many innocent souls sends
chills down my spine. 
The power and right to make a name for oneself belong to God alone.

It is He who is our creator enthroned in heaven; it is
He who “brought out Moses by the right hand, by the
arm of his majesty: that divided the waters before
them, to make himself an everlasting name” (Isaiah
63:12). We are servants of God’s creation, and not
masters. God created us and gifted us with
intelligence to serve our needs; He doesn’t want us to
aspire to become “gods,” or to work to destroy our
fellow human beings. He intends that we use our gift
in a way that will better the conditions of human life.
But today people use their intellect to build the
Tower of Babel, worsening the plight of suffering
people. A number of nations pride themselves for
having created nuclear bombs, weapons of mass
destruction. They spend fortunes to build the towers
with their tops to the heavens, weapons that are
capable of wiping away the entire earth; but they
leave their people to languish in hunger and poverty. 
The story of the Tower of Babel is inviting us to

ponder the consequences of choosing a life
independent of God. God sets a boundary for us so
that we may be truly free and alive. But when one
crosses the limits which the Lord sets for us, one
wanders away from the path of life and becomes a
slave to evil and sin; when an individual or a society
refuses to surrender to God, to let God be God, they

make themselves a god; and in no time the person or society will slide
down the perilous quicksand of chaos, misery and death. The way of God
is the way of love and life. If we abandon this way, things will definitely
fall apart. “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves,
and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land” (2 Ch
7:14). If we are willing to let God reign in our hearts, we’ll together build
a “Tower of Love.” 

Building a Tower of Love

Presentation of the Mass
An Opportunity to Learn about our Faith for all Members of the Family

by Lucille Guzzone

Have you ever wondered why Holy Mass and the Eucharist are the focal points of our Catholic Faith? What makes this method of worship so vital
to our Church?
Beginning January 22, and continuing until February 12, there will be four weekly classes including Bishop Robert Barron’s video presentations,

questions, discussions and overall active participation in discovering, defining and analyzing this ancient Tradition. Classes will be held on each
Tuesday evening from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
Please contact Lucille Guzzone, lu4070@aol.com. for more information. 



by Deacon George Barletta 

Let say for instance, you picked
up your cell phone and there was a
text or a message from Jesus who
said “I will see you in the chapel for
time in Adoration.” What would
you do? You would not delete it or
ignore it now, would you? How do
you ignore such a wonderful mes-
sage and invitation!

When you finally decide to
actually go to the chapel and spend
time in Adoration, you have made a
valiant decision and exhibited
extraordinary effort. At first, it may
seem like just more time spent with
wandering thoughts, uneasiness as
if unsure what to do, frequent
checks to see what time it is or just
being there and not sure why. But
the more time you spend, the more
purpose of how you spend your
time will come out. You will find
yourself praying as well as listen-
ing. You will maybe read the Bible
or read and reflect on books of our
Catholic faith. Maybe your time of
silence becomes a time of medita-
tion and reflection. And one day
you realize you are in Adoration
doing as others, you adore. You
expand your personal, close and
intimate relationship to a deeper
level.

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
saw it essentially as an act of obedi-
ence:

“The only time our Lord asked
the Apostles for anything was the
night He went into agony. Not for
activity did he plead but for an
Hour of companionship.”

He is fully present - body,
blood, soul and divinity - in the
monstrance. This understanding
constitutes the very heart of the
Catholic Faith, the instinctive

dogma that sets us apart. Spending
time in Adoration will provide us
with a deeper prayer life. It will
provide us the added strength if our
faith is weak. No matter who you
are or where you picture yourself
on your faith journey or if you feel
challenged and ill-informed about
being Catholic, you can still obtain
great gains and benefits by simply
spending time in his presence for a
short time each and every week.
Jesus meets us where we are. If we
persist, he will deepen our under-
standing. The outward peace we
can experience in Adoration reach-
es much deeper as it leads to an
inner peace that affects all areas of
our lives. It doesn’t mean every-
thing in our life will be perfect and
without suffering, but Christ’s
peace means that we know we can
handle all because we are not alone.

It is important for us to set aside
all pride, obstacles and any precon-
ceived notions or ideas. You are in
the presence of Jesus, the one who
made the ultimate sacrifice for you
and this is a time for you to be hum-
ble and patient. 

There are countless blessings
that are received from Eucharistic
Adoration. There are some that will
be obvious and some that will be
subtle. There are some you will
know and some you do not know.
You may receive what you have
prayed and asked for and there will
be those things that you are given
without asking. In Adoration, “you
are given the opportunity to ask
and you shall receive, seek and you
will find, knock and the door will be
opened” but by being there you can
put it all in the hands of Jesus. The
personal spiritual blessings that
proceed from Eucharistic
Adoration are rich and abundant. If

you wish to deepen your prayer
life, what better place than to do it
with Jesus in Adoration.

If you are looking to become a
transformed and changed person or
if you wish to better yourself and
become stronger in your faith,
Adoration can help you. Whether
you are praying the Rosary, medi-
tating on Scripture, reading the
Bible or readings of the day or sim-
ply resting in the quiet of His pres-
ence, Adoration provides a sense of
enrichment and enhancement.
Jesus also is there to listen to you
and hear your petitions, but we
should not make it just about our-
selves. Keep the focus on Him and
offer the thanks and praise that is so
fitting to offer to our Savior. It
shows that you look beyond your
own concerns and see the needs of
others in your life and in the world
that we live in.

Jesus is always available to
those who come to him in faith. But
the Church teaches that the mani-
festation of Jesus in the Eucharist is
“unique” and “in the fullest sense,”
and therefore worthy of special
devotion (CCC, No. 1374).

Just as the disciples were trans-
formed by being in Jesus’ presence,
we too will be transformed when
we spend time with him in
Eucharistic Adoration. We will be a

different person than when we first
began.

I would ask that you look at
your busy schedule and make time
for Jesus as He has done so much
for us. We are truly blessed to have
Eucharistic Adoration in the chapel
five days per week - Monday
through Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30
p.m., and Thursday evening until
9:00 p.m. There are 2910 minutes
for you to come and spend time
with Jesus - can you not give some
of that time back to Him? You have
absolutely nothing to lose and so
many spiritual riches to gain.

You will find that such a simple
act, of spending even a small
amount of time in Adoration, can
make such a huge difference to the
rest of your life. You can carry that
moment of being in His presence
with you once you leave the chapel
and go out and encounter others. St.
Padre Pio said “A thousand years of
enjoying human glory is not worth
even an hour spent sweetly commu-
nicating with Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament.”

And as you walk into the chapel
let us all remember what Jesus said;
“Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened. Come to me
and I will refresh you.” Time spent
in front of the Blessed Sacrament in
Adoration is time well spent.
AMEN.
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Adoration

Sister Nancy Keane was the
first of the six children born to John
and Marcella Keane in
Jacksonville, Florida. She was edu-
cated by the Sisters of St. Joseph at
St. Joseph Academy, Jacksonville
and St. Joseph Academy, St.
Augustine.Then she went to St.
Joseph Novitiate in Jensen Beach
to begin her life as a Sister of St.
Joseph.

Over many years and in many
cities throughout the state she
taught second graders and kinder-
garteners.Her teaching days were
completed after she spent 15 years
with special needs children and

adults not in a classroom setting,
but interacting with them through-
out the day in various settings in
the school.

Currently, Sister Nancy is in
part time ministry at Christ the
King Parish in Jacksonville. Part of
that ministry involves visiting the
sick and home bound, bringing
them Holy Communion.

She is most grateful to God for
her family of origin that includes
her three brothers John, Tom
and Michael and their immediate
and extended families, her six
cousins from Indiana B r e n d a n ,
John, Carolyn, Maureen, Joseph
and Patrick and their immediate
and extended families.That grati-
tude extends to her religious fami-
ly, the Sisters of St. Joseph and for
all the opportunities and experi-
ences that she has had inserving the
people of God.

Reprint from Sisters of St. Joseph of St.
Augustine, Florida - “Joseph Jubilee
2018”

Sister Nancy Keane

Religious Education News

by Sandy Hill

Religious Education for
Children at Christ the King has
many things to offer for our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

Let’s begin with our youngest
children. Every Sunday Mass at
9:00 a.m. we have a special
Children’s Liturgy. At Mass,
before the Liturgy of the Word
begins, the priest calls all the chil-
dren from ages three through seven
up to the front altar. He gives them
a special blessing and the children
process to the back of the church
for their own explanation of the
gospel and a fun activity. They
return to their parents after the
Prayer of the Faithful. This gives
the children a better understanding
of the gospel while still allowing
them to attend Mass with their fam-
ilies. If you have preschool to sec-
ond grade children, please join us
for Children’s Liturgy.

Have you seen the Children’s
Bulletin inserted in your Christ the
King Sunday Bulletin? The
Children’s Bulletin reinforces the
Gospel Reading for each Sunday
Mass. It includes activities for chil-
dren ages 6 and up. Parents and
grandparents can sit down with
their children/grandchildren and
share the faith.

We continue to hold Religious
Education Classes for first grade

through eighth grade students,
every Wednesday evening from
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Children come to
learn about their faith and receive
the sacraments of Reconciliation,
First Holy Communion, and
Confirmation. Parents are the pri-
mary educators of their children,
but we would love to help educate
your child in our Catholic Faith.
Receiving a Sacrament is a very
special gift, therefore the diocese
requires that children attend two
sequential years of Religious
Education in order to receive a
Sacrament. Please contact us if you
would like more information.
Upcoming events include a
Christmas Program in December, a
Confirmation Retreat in January,
and Confirmation on February 10,
2019.

Lauren Hogue, our Director of
Youth Ministry, is organizing a
new faith group for seventh and
eighth graders -The Edge. The
group kicked off on November 28
with the Religious Education stu-
dents and the Christ the King
School students celebrating faith,
fun, friends, and food! Keep your
eye on the bulletin for upcoming
events. (Lauren also leads the High
School Youth Group…her contact
information is in the bulletin if
you’d like more information.)

Have a Very Merry Christmas
and a Blessed New Year!!  
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by Gerald Schmidt

Gerald Schmidt came to
Jacksonville on September 11,
2006, for the specific purpose of
starting a Legion of Mary and he is
the president of the Legion of
Mary’s Friday presidium, which
along with the Thursday group,
goes door-to-door evangelizing. He
is also a Eucharistic Minister, a
Reader and also leads the Rosary
about once a month. In addition, he
has written book 1 of a possible 5-
book series using his genealogical
data, The Strange Life of Walenty
Karnowski. * 
Gerald was born in 1937 in

Chicago. As a child, he was an avid
reader of How to Draw books. One
day at age 11 he wandered over to
the Grown-up Books section of the
public library and pulled down a
picture-book of gothic cathedrals.
He fell in love with their beauty.
His mother used to give him the
white paper in which the butcher
had wrapped meat. Finding a large
piece of plywood, he became “the
only kid on his block” who used to
sketch up gothic cathedral façades.
He began studying Architecture in
1955 and worked his way through
college, earning a Bachelor of
Architecture degree from the
University of Illinois in 1966. He is
proud to say that he never took a
penny of student loans. He received
an Illinois license in 1972.
Sometime after that he began
conducting genealogical research

on his ancestors. He speaks Polish,
German, and Spanish to some
extent. He has a gift for language. 
Gerald has undergone three

intensifications of faith in his life:
one at age fourteen, when, as a
child prodigy he became the object
of three years of abuse by his
classmates. He endured and
graduated. The second was at age
twenty-two, when it appeared he
was about to die. He told himself,
“If I’m gonna die, I’m gonna go out
in a blaze of glory,” and joined
volunteer groups that kept him
active every night of the week. The
third was in 1982, when a
concurrence of events, including
the loss of a job, left him “down
and out,” and God gave him a new
image of Himself as a very loving
Father. 
After this last intensification in

1982, he began to feel the call to do
something more directly to
promote Jesus’ kingdom on earth.
He began to explore religious life.
It saddened him to see the majority
of adult Catholics coasting through
life on a few simplistic ideas that
they picked up in early life. 
In 1992 he sold a condo in

Chicago and used the money from
the sale for education. He entered
Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Ohio in September,
1992. Once there he responded to a
call by Father Michael Scanlon
TOR and entered Holy Apostles
Seminary for older men in
Cromwell, CT. in fall, 1993. He

spent 3 ½ months doing door-to-
door evangelization in Ceres and
Modesto, CA in summer, 1994
while on assignment at St. Jude’s
parish, Ceres. He concluded that
religious life was not for him and
returned to Franciscan University
and earned a Master of Arts degree
in Theology and Christian Ministry
in 1996. Unable to find work with
his degree, and running out of
money, he found a job as an
architect in Pittsburgh, PA in 1997.
Here he was active in pro-life
activities, such as the Face the
Truth Tour, in which as many as 80
people held 4’ x 8’ signs for two
hours at a time, four times per day,
for five days, at least twice per
year, at major intersections. He also
distributed pro-life materials to
public high school students once
per week, as well as praying in
front of abortion mills. 
Since spring, 2007, he has

hosted a radio show on Catholic
station WQOP 1460 am called A
Leisurely Walk thru the Catechism,
which aims to make the catechism
simple enough for a high school
student to understand. The 44
programs can be heard at 11:00
a.m. on Saturdays. You can also
learn more about this apostolate, as
well as download the first nine
programs, at www.leisurelywalk-
thrucatechism.com. 
The Catechism in book form is

meant to be read, and transferring it
to a verbal format involves more
than simply reading it before a

microphone. Complex sentences
must be broken down into simple
ones. One cannot name an
antecedent then say, “he, she, or it”
in subsequent paragraphs. The
listener forgets the antecedent.
Likewise, one cannot say, “Ten
Reasons Why...” By #10, the
listener forgets what the heading
was. Gerry says, “The 1st reason
why... is, the 8th reason why... is,
the 10th reason wh... is...” He has a
dictionary and three thesauruses in
front of him, and when an abstract
word comes up, he takes the time to
translate it and if need be, elaborate
on the concept. He goes to the
Catechism’s glossary to explain
certain teachings. There is lots of
repetition. He draws on seventy-
three years of practicing the
Catholic faith to illustrate
otherwise abstract ideas with
down-home analogies and
examples. 
Our Catholic faith is our most

precious possession. It would be a
terrible thing if someone knocked
on your door and asked, “Have you
been saved?” and he succeeded in
seducing you from your Catholic
faith. To cling to it, we’re going to
have to know it. Gerry has made it
his mission in life to make the
Catechism super simple so that you
will know it.
If you have questions about the

Legion of Mary or the WQOP radio
program, you may contact Gerry at
904-403-5892 or e-mail
smidtg@bellsouth.net.

Catechism of the Catholic Church

by Shelby Miller

The Council took part in the
September 5 parish Rosary
Procession and Mass. Following
the Mass, we provided the
breakfast items for the reception
held in the parish hall. Many
Council hands helped to set-up,
serve, and clean up after the
reception. We can be identified as
the ladies in the blue scarves.

October 14 marked the annual
celebration of Council Sunday with
our members attending the 9:00
a.m. Mass and acting as readers,
gift bearers, and Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion. A
table was set up in the gathering
area with information about CCW.
Children Matter is an October

parish-wide campaign sponsored
by CKCCW. Parishioners donate
school supplies and clothes to

benefit three local area public
elementary schools – Woodland
Acres, Parkwood, and Lake Lucina.
The supplies are sorted and brought
to the schools in November. All
CTK donations were gratefully
welcomed by the school staffs.
Other events held by CKCCW

were our annual Living Rosary and
pot-luck supper on Dec. 7. The
Knights of Columbus joined us in
saying the rosary and hosting the

supper. Our raffle and bake sale
was held on Dec. 8 and 9. The
raffle prizes were Jaguar tickets,
club passes and a parking pass; a
Kate Spade purse gift basket; and
two girl’s bicycles with gift cards
for helmets. Lucky winners! 
If you want to join the CKCCW

or want to know about us, please
contact Shelby Miller, 904-745-
0530. Our Lady of Good Counsel,
pray for us.

CHRIST THE KING COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN
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by Elizabeth Came

If you’ve ever come to the 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass, odds are you’ve seen us: the motley,
joyful group at the front left of the church. Or maybe you’ve joined us for our annual Living
Nativity celebration, when we bring to life the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem through song and
story. We are people with and without disabilities, worshipping God and living together in a
little community called L’Arche Jacksonville.

And we’re right next door! We’d like to take this opportunity to extend an invitation to all
our friends at Christ the King Catholic Church: come get to know us, and perhaps discern a
calling to enter into relationship with us as a volunteer or assistant.

Many of you longtime parishioners know that our community began as “Harbor House” in
1985. That was when a group of determined individuals with developmental disabilities, led
by the Holy Spirit, came together with the support of friends who felt called to live with them,
and moved into the former orphanage property owned by the diocese of St. Augustine at 700

Arlington Rd. North. They were welcomed to the
neighborhood by the Christ the King Church
family (some of you helped to get the first house
ready!), and that friendship has remained. Many
of our community members continue to call
Christ the King their parish home.

Over the years, as more core members and
assistants joined them, and the family grew, the folks of Harbor House eventually decided to become a
part of an international federation of communities known as L’Arche. This is French for “the ark”— a
name celebrating the love God has for all His people and His everlasting covenant with them.

In L’Arche, our friends with developmental disabilities are known as core members, and have a home
for life with the community. Assistants come from diverse backgrounds because they are called to live
with the core members as friends in mutually transforming relationships. L’Arche Jacksonville is home
to twenty core members, eight live-in assistants, and a number of assistants who commute. We share life
in four family-style homes: Peace House, Nouwen House, Greatfull House and Sunflower House. The
Blanchart Community Center is where we
host events, and our leadership team has their
offices.

Here are a few things to know about us:

V We are an ecumenical, interfaith com-
munity, formed in the heart of the Catholic Church. It is impossible to live in com-
munity together without the mercy of God, and so we take time to pray, worship and
celebrate his providence. The Beatitudes are our guiding vision. We welcome
Catholics, Christians of different denominations, people of other faiths, and those with
no faith background who are open to formation in the spiritual life.
V We are family. We share simple moments: enjoying a meal together, relaxing and
listening to music, going for walks, out for coffee or bowling, as well as the special
celebrations: birthdays, anniversaries, holy days. Sometimes we argue about whose
turn it is to set the table or take out the trash. Sometimes, just like every family, we
drive each other crazy! But we take time to be with one another through the joys and
sorrows, ups and downs of life. 
V We seek to make known the gifts of people with disabilities, for welcome, celebration, and forgiveness.
V We seek to be a sign: that every human life is sacred and that we need one another on the journey.

Here are some ways you can get to know us better:

V Come for First Thursday: We invite the greater community to join us at our Blanchart Community Center on the first Thursday of every month
at 6:00 p.m. for an evening of prayer, song, celebration and of course, some good food. A special program led by L’Arche community members is fol-
lowed by dinner at the homes. You and your family are welcome.

V Come golf with us this spring: Our 29th annual Golf Classic fundraiser will be taking place March 25, 2019 at the Deerwood Country Club.
Enjoy a game on the green, silent auction and dinner buffet, all to benefit the L’Arche community. Sponsors are needed at all levels. 

V Visit the Rainbow Workshop: Just across the street from our homes and Community Center, at 7116 Owl Ridge Lane, is a studio where many
of our core members bring beautiful art works to life: from jewelry and mosaics, to paintings and ceramics. The Rainbow Workshop is open through-
out the week for shopping, hosts special sales throughout the year, and goes out to the Riverside Arts Market once a month.

V Volunteer: Whether it’s at the Rainbow Workshop, in the homes, or one-on-one with a core member through the PALS Program, we invite you
to form lasting friendships with our community. 

V Become a live-in Assistant: We are in need of companions on the journey. No special background is necessary (L’Arche provides training and
formation), though experience with special needs is appreciated. We do ask that you be willing to become a friend to people with disabilities, accom-
panying them in the activities of everyday life: dressing, bathing, assistance with medication, money management, meal preparation, etc. A desire to

build mutual relationships in a community setting, flexibility and a good sense of
humor are key. What is most important is an openness to enter into a great mystery; it
is Jesus himself who walks with us. 

To learn more about any of these opportunities, please call us at the L’Arche
Jacksonville main office: (904.721.5992)

You can also visit our website: www.larchejacksonville.org
And Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/LArcheJacksonville
Or just talk to us after Mass, we look forward to seeing you there!

Come Share Life With Us at L’Arche!
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Rosary Procession



December 2018 Christ the King Catholic Church Page 9

Rosary Procession
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“The wreck of the Maple Leaf is unsurpassed as a source for Civil War material culture” 
– Edwin C. Bearss, former Chief Historian of the National Park Service.

The Wreck of the Maple Leaf

by Jeanie Wilks

The Maple Leaf was built by a Canadian company in the Winter of
1850. She was a steamship of the type common to the Great Lakes, used
to transport passengers, livestock, and freight across Lake Ontario until
she was sold to Boston merchants Charles Spear and John Lang. 

In 1862, when the Maple Leaf was purchased, the need for transporta-
tion of goods and men was great as the American Civil War raged.
Without yet completing their purchase of her, Spear and Lang chartered
the Maple Leaf to the U.S. Army where she operated under the
Quartermaster Department until she struck a Confederate Naval mine on
April 1, 1864.

The Maple Leaf, in June of 1863, was transporting Confederate
P.O.W.’s from Ft. Monroe to Ft. Delaware when the 97 prisoners gained
control of the boat from their 12 Union guards. Thirty prisoners were too
ill to leave the ship but the remaining 67 demanded to be put ashore at
Cape Henry where Rebel sympathizers aided the escapees’ return to their
regiments.

On February 22, 1864, two days after the Battle of Olustee, Major
General Robert S. Foster’s Brigade was ordered to Florida in support of
General Seymour’s expedition. Company C of the 112th NY left Folly
Island and boarded the Maple Leaf. 

After what was an uneventful passage, they disembarked in
Jacksonville on March 30, 1864. However, before they could unload their
baggage and supplies, the Maple Leaf was ordered to Palatka with a cav-
alry detachment and 10 men from the 112th to guard their belongings. 

On their return journey, about 12 miles south of Jacksonville, at 4:00
a.m. on April 1, 1864, as the Maple Leaf maneuvered through the narrow
pass at Mandarin Point on the St. John’s River she struck a submerged
Confederate mine set as one of twelve in the St. John’s River only two
days earlier by Captain Pliny Bryan and his troops of the Confederate
Torpedo Bureau. The blast killed four men who were sleeping on the deck
and sent the Maple Leaf into the murky depths of the St. John’s River
where she lay undisturbed and almost forgotten.

In June 1984, St. Johns Archeological Expeditions, Inc., led by Keith
Holland, began their search for the Maple Leaf. They superimposed a

high altitude infrared photo of Mandarin Point from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture and an 1800s river chart, and were then able to estimate the
location of the Maple Leaf. 

Using trigonometry, they were able to determine math values for the
location in relation to contemporary landmarks. The last part of the search
was to drag a metal detector behind their boat as they traversed back and
forth across the estimated location with a sextant for navigation. It took
four days but they located the Maple Leaf. 

The artifacts discovered within the wreckage revealed a tale of daily
life and of the part individuals played within the epic of the American
Civil War. 

For further information and a look at some of the artifacts, please go
to http://thenmusa.org/maple-leaf/index.html. (The National Museum of
the U.S. Army).

Father Boddie is working with
Bethlehem Nativity Group

to create a personalized tour and 12-day
pilgrimage to the Holy Land next autumn.

We are privileged to have local guides as we travel in
the footsteps of Our Lord’s life. 

The cultural understanding and components will make
this pilgrimage a rich and prayer-filled journey. 
If you are interested, please contact the rectory
and leave a message so that we can create

a list for notifications.

by Jean Sell

Years ago in 2006, I
watched my neighbor making
prayer blankets for Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church. I
asked her if she would mind
if I started doing the same for
Christ the King. Father Thanh
was leery at first; however,
we blessed them at 8:00 a.m.
Mass on Mondays. As people
told him how the blankets
made them feel, we then
started blessing them on
Sundays.

Betty Wheeler joined full
blast and Pat Bianco received the first blanket.

Prayer blankets have been made at Christ the King since 2006.
Somewhere between 2000 and 3000 blankets have been given away.
They have been a blessing to individuals and families facing difficult
times in their lives, letting them know we care.  The blankets have been
given to men, women and children and we have been told many stories of
the comfort they have received.  

The blankets are made from fleece material with a pocket that has a
healing prayer, the story of the prayer blanket, and a rosary.  Once the
blankets are made, they are placed next to the altar and everyone at Mass
is asked to pray over them while Father blesses them.  If you would like
to help make the blankets or donate towards the material, please call Jean
Sell at 904-642-5079. Blankets can be also picked up in the rectory. 

Later I taught members of Holy Spirit Catholic Church on Ft.
Caroline Road how to make the blankets. They have continued this min-
istry and make so many that they buy the fleece material in bulk. I also
taught members at Resurrection Catholic Church on University Blvd. 

Prayer Blankets
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Dreams of Jeanie
by Jeanie Wilks, President of the Pastoral Council

The Multicultural Magnificence of Christ the King!

As we enter the Advent season, a time for reflection as we await the Savior’s birth,
I am awed by the unified diversity shared within our CTK community – a light for our
larger community that should be recognized and shared.
Our Vietnamese Community is a city-wide gathering place for shared traditions

which are often shared with our CTK community at large.
Our Filipino Community shares with us in December their tradition of Simbang

Gabi, the nine nights of Christmas (12/16-12/24). This celebration will be shared across
the city but Christ the King will host the third-night celebration this year.
Our Spanish-speaking communities shared the celebration of Our Lady of

Guadalupe with us on Saturday, December 8, beginning with the traditional Aztec
Dancers at 3:30 p.m. and continuing with a bilingual Mass and dinner.
For Father Martin’s ordination celebration, the Nigerian community shared their

music and culture with us.
This was the second year for Christ the King to host the Diocesan Multicultural Mass

where cultures around the world share in the Mass and a community dinner afterwards.
There are so many more examples of our shared Faith and culture graced by our cul-

tural diversity at Christ the King. We are proof that it doesn’t have to be as the media
says society is in today’s world.
We share a culture of one Church, one Faith within a multicultural magnificence!

Simbang Gabi – 12/16- 12/24 see ad below



Student goes trick-or-treating with
specially designed costume  

By The Saint Augustine Record
(Courtesy of The ST. AUGUSTINE RECORD, with permission)

By The Record
Posted Nov 2, 2018

One lucky Morning Star School student was outfitted with a very special
Halloween costume this year. Christian Borne, a seventh-grader at the school, loves
Harry Potter, so two North Florida organizations designed a wheelchair-
accommodating costume for him. RS&H, a Jacksonville engineering and
architectural firm, and the North Florida Chapter of the Commercial Interior Design
Association (IIDA) collaborated to make Christian conductor of the Hogwarts
Express. With the train, he was able to go trick-or-treating and to Halloween parties.
Morning Star School is the only special education Catholic school in the Diocese
of St. Augustine. Established in 1956, Morning Star School in Jacksonville, is a K-
12 school serving children with learning differences, attention deficit disorders,
autism spectrum disorders and mild intellectual disabilities. Perpetually at capacity,
Morning Star School is currently raising funds to expand the school and its services.
For information, go to morningstar-jax.org/building-campaign.
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Christ the King School News

Brain Brawl Team
by Adriana Giles

The competition took place at Bishop Kenny
High School on Saturday, November 3, 2018. They
competed against 12 other Diocesan schools. Our
team members were Fola Alayande, Elizabeth
Harden, Zach Joiner, Chinonye Nduka, Torin Sapp,
and Kyler Sullivan. Our middle school teacher Mr.
Gasper was the supervising teacher.
Congratulations for a great effort to our Brain Brawl
Team and teacher representing Christ the King this
year.

Math Team
by Adriana Giles

Congratulations to our Math Team! On Saturday, November
17, 2018 they competed as the only Catholic school against
Duval County middle schools. The Math Field Day
competition took place at University of North Florida (UNF)
and this was our second year in the competition. CTK would
like to thank Mrs. Baltz for leading the team, and also Mrs.
Alayande for her guidance during the competition. The team
members were Fola Alayande, Elizabeth Harden, Zach
Joiner, Rosemary Ouellette, Torin Sapp, Brandon Sullivan,
and Kyler Sullivan. The students placed third as a team in
calculator.

Gratitude
by Adriana Giles

The teachers and staff at CTK School would like to thank the
following parents for their generosity towards our school and their
students. Thank you!

-To Grandpa Chapman and third grader Silas Taylor for painting the
walkway leading to the school office.

-To the Shashy family for purchasing our Buddy Bench for the
playground. It has worked wonders! 

-To our Family School Association for the new blue canopy where
students stand during carpool. It looks great! -To all the parents that have
come to volunteer during our Green Apple Day and helped with the
soccer field. 

-To Mr. Cascone, Mr. Steve and the volunteer parents and students
that helped with the holes and sprinkler system for our future
soccer/softball field. 

-To the UNF students that built the chicken coup tucked against the
exterior wall of the Media Center. 

-To the Onas Corporation – Mr. Onasanya for the construction of the
blueberry beds by the playground. 

-To Mr. Fallis who spread the word of our Poker Tournament that
brought a crowd to raise money for our school.

Many wonderful volunteers helped the school in different ways -
rearranged our library in the Media Center, cleaned our marvelous
outdoor classroom, raised the first grade planter beds, sanded and
repainted current fifth grade planter beds. Other volunteers acted as
babysitters to take care of the children while the parents were working. 

Because of all the awesome volunteers our school is a better place.
Thank you!!!

Commemoration Bricks
by Adriana Giles

Would you like to contribute to our school? Would you like
to leave a lasting impression? You can! We have bricks for sale!
The bricks surrounding the flag pole at the front of the school
office can be purchased for $35, $60, or $100. Each size has a
different limitation of lines of type. This money is used for our
school endowment. Prices are as follows:

6 x 3 brick$35 Two lines 9 characters per line
6 x 6 brick$60 Three lines 9 characters per line
6 x 9 brick$100 Three lines 13 characters per line

For additional details call Mrs. Anderson at 724-2954, or
e-mail her at karen.anderson@ctkschooljax.com.

Christian Borne, a seventh-grader at Morning
Star School, received a surprise wheelchair-
accommodating costume for Halloween. As
conductor of the Hogwarts Express, Borne was
able to go trick-or-treating and to Halloween
parties. [CONTRIBUTED]



by Adriana Giles

This has been an awesome year for the Christ the King American
Heritage Girls. We have been working on different scouting badges. The
troop did the National Service Day at Morning Star School. The girls and
moms helped to clean the outside flower beds. They cleaned the CTK
Grotto and planted flowers and two trees. The girls did the annual collec-
tion of diapers and wipes for Emergency Pregnancy Services (EPS) with
the help and contribution of all the parishioners. 

We also had an amazing time camping in Hannah Park on the week-
end of November 2. Even though it was rainy and cloudy, the older girls
set up camp, cooked and took the camp down and they were amazing. The
younger girls were a great help, too. We went on hikes and had activities
to complete some of the badges like: caring for the environment, outdoor
skills, camping, nature & wildlife, hiking, and photography. The girls and
moms had an incredible time. We are looking forward to the All Florida
AHG 2019 Camp. 

The girls also raised money for Wreaths Across America. On Veterans
Day weekend they stood outside Publix and on the following weekend

they collected money at the CTK weekend Masses. The money collected
was used to purchase wreaths that were laid at veterans’ gravesites at the
National Cemetery in Jacksonville on December 15.

Our Mission is: “Building women of integrity through service to
God, family, community and country.”

American Heritage Girls is a scouting national character development
organization for young women ages 5-18 that embraces Christian values
and encourages family involvement.

Who can join? Any girl ages 5 to 18.
We participate in various activities and fundraisers including:

National Service Day, father/daughter event, cleaning the CTK Grotto
twice a year, rosary processions, raising money for Wreaths Across
America, Catholic outdoor adventure, camping, mother/daughter event,
Lenten service project, and of course, earning badges throughout the
school year. 

We meet every other Monday on the CTK campus. For more informa-
tion please email: fl1125ahg@gmail.com 
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American Heritage Girls Troop 1125

Thank you from the bottom of
our hearts!!!

American Heritage Girls Troop 1125 at CTK would like to thank
all the parishioners for their generous support and contributions to the dia-
per and baby wipe drive that benefited Emergency Pregnancy Services
(EPS). Because of you, we were able to provide about 7,000 diapers and
10,000 wipes. Your wonderful support will help many mothers and chil-
dren. Thank you for helping us teach our daughters the wonders of shar-
ing, selflessness, community, and service to others. 
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Christ the King School News
by Adriana Giles

Box Tops for Education is a fundraising program for schools started by General Mills. Maybe you don’t have
a lot of discretionary money to contribute to the school for their various needs. But you do have to buy food,
cleaning supplies, school/office items, and other supplies for your family. Many of the items you buy at the store
will have on the package a pink and white rectangular label with the words “Box Tops for Education” on it. Cut
or tear those off and send them to the school. I keep an empty jar in my cupboard and it’s easy to just drop them
in the jar until I have a bunch to deliver to the Christ the King school office. Be aware they do have expiration
dates. 
There may soon be a box in the lobby of the church where you can also drop them off, if it’s not convenient

to visit the school office. 
Rosario Escobar, the mother of a third grader, is the Box Tops volunteer coordinator. All contributions are

given to her and she packages them up and sends them off to General Mills. This then gives us credit toward
various items that the school can use. 
All parish members and their friends and family can help. You don’t need to have children in the school to

do a good deed! Our parish school can benefit from your support. Thank you!

Box Tops for CTK
Thanks to the
Knights of
Columbus

Christ the King Faculty and Staff
would like to thank The Knights
of Columbus for always provid-
ing breakfast for our Honor Roll
students every quarter.

by Cynthia Surles

In 1996, General Mills decided
to create a program to help support
education and benefit America’s
schools – and so, Box Tops for
Education™ was born. At first, it
only involved select Big G cereals,
such as Cheerios™, Total™ and
Lucky Charms™.
The program was a huge suc-

cess and expanded quickly across
the nation. By 1998, more than
30,000 schools were clipping Box
Tops and earning cash to buy the
things they needed: books, com-
puters, playground equipment and
more.
Over the next four years, the

Box Tops for Education™ program
doubled to include brands such as
Pillsbury™, Old El Paso™ and
Green Giant™. By 2004, over
82,000 schools across the nation
participated in Box Tops, earning
more than $100 million.
In 2006, for the first time, non-

food brands were included and you
could clip Box Tops from Ziploc®,
Hefty®, Kleenex® and Scott®
products, too. As the program
expanded, school earnings
increased. By 2010, schools across
the nation had earned over $320
million.
Today, America’s schools have

earned over $868 million, and you
can find Box Tops on hundreds of
products throughout the grocery
store and online.
The above information, and

that of the participating products
below came from the web site
https://www.boxtops4education.co
m. If you would like the list below
e-mailed to you, contact me at
csurles@bellsouth.net.

BAKING & BAKEWARE
Annie’s® Baking Mixes
Fiber One™ Mixes
Reynolds® Bakeware Pans

Reynolds Kitchens® Oven Bags
Reynolds Kitchens® Parchment Paper
Reynolds Kitchens® Slow Cooker
Liners

Reynolds® StayBrite® Baking Cups
CEREAL
Annie’s®
Apple Cinnamon Toast
Crunch™Cereal

Basic 4™ Cereal
Batman™ Chocolate Strawberry
Blueberry Chex™Cereal
Blueberry Toast Crunch™Cereal
Cascadian Farm™ Cereal
Cascadian Farm™ Farm Stand
Harvest Cherry, Almond and
Quinoa Granola

Cascadian Farm™ Farm Stand
Harvest Honey, Almond and Chia
Granola

Cascadian Farm™ Farm Stand
Harvest Vanilla, Coconut and
Pumpkin Seed Granola

Cheerios™ Cereal
Chex™ Cereal
Cinnamon Toast Crunch™ Cereal
Cinnamon Toast Crunch™ Blasted
Shreds™

Cocoa Puffs™ Cereal
Cookie Crisp™ Cereal
French Toast Crunch™
Golden Grahams™ Cereal
Kix™ Cereal
Lucky Charms™ Cereal
Lucky Charms™ Frosted Flakes
Nature Valley™ Baked Oat Bites
Nature Valley™ Chocolate Oat
Clusters

Nature Valley™ Granola
Nature Valley™ Honey Oat Clusters
Nature Valley™ Protein Crunchy
Granola

Oatmeal Crisp™ Cereal
Peanut Butter Chocolate Blasted
Shreds™

Raisin Nut Bran Cereal
Reese’s Puffs® Cereal
Strawberry Toast Crunch™ Cereal
Total™ Cereal
Trix™ Cereal
Wheaties™ Cereal
FOOD STORAGE
Ziploc® Freezer Bags
Ziploc® Storage Bags
Ziploc® Smart Snap Containers
Ziploc® Twist ‘n Loc® Containers
FROZEN
Annie’s® Frozen Snacks
Cinnamon Toast Crunch™ Bites
HOUSEHOLD CLEANING
Finish® Dishwashing Detergent

Lysol® Bathroom Cleaners
Lysol® Disinfecting Spray
Lysol® Disinfecting Wipes
MEALS & SIDES
Annie’s® Mac & Cheese
Annie’s® Microwaveable Mac &
Cheese Cups

Annie’s® Soups
Hamburger Helper™
PAPER PRODUCTS
Kleenex® Tissue Bundles
SCOTT® Bath Tissue
SCOTT® Paper Towels
PRODUCE
Green Giant™ Fresh Vegetables
Green Giant™ Fresh Herb
REFRIGERATED & DAIRY
Annie’s® Refrigerated Dough
Annie’s® Yogurt Tubes
Yoplait® Go-Gurt® Yogurt
Yoplait® Kids Yogurt
Yoplait® Light Fridge Pack (8-count
and 12-count)

Yoplait® Original Fridge Pack (8-
count and 12-count)

Yoplait® Trix® Multipack Yogurt
SCHOOL & OFFICE SUPPLIES
Boise® FIREWORX® Premium
Colored Paper

Boise® POLARIS® Premium Color
Copy Paper

Boise® POLARIS® Premium Inkjet
Paper

Boise® POLARIS® Premium Laser
Paper

Boise® POLARIS® Premium
Multipurpose Paper

Paper Mate® Clearpoint®
Mechanical Pencils

Paper Mate® Flair® Felt Tip Pens
Paper Mate® InkJoy® Ballpoint Pens
Paper Mate® InkJoy® Gel
Retractable and Stick Pens

Paper Mate® Liquid Paper®
Paper Mate® Mirado®
WoodcasePencils

Paper Mate® Handwriting
Paper Mate® PinkPearl® and White
Pearl® Erasers

Paper Mate® Profile® Ballpoint Pens
Paper Mate® SharpWriter®
Mechanical Pencils

Paper Mate® Write Bros.® Pens
Paper Mate® WriteBros.®
Mechanical Pencils

SNACKS
Annie’s® Cookies
Annie’s® Crackers
Annie’s® Fruit Snacks
Annie’s® Granola Bars
Annie’s® Organic Popcorn

Annie’s® Organic Puffs
Annie’s® Snack Mix
Betty Crocker™ Fruit Flavored
Snacks

Bugles™
Cascadian Farm™ Granola Bars
Cereal Treat Bars
Chex Mix™
Fiber One™ Bars and Brownies
Fiber One™ Cookies
Fiber One™ Fruit Snacks
Fiber One™ Streusel
Food Should Taste Good™ Chips
Gardetto’s™
LÄRABAR™
LÄRABAR™RENOLA Grain Free
Granola

Mott’s® Fruit Flavored Snacks
Nature Valley™ Bars
Nature Valley™ Backpacker Chewy
Oatmeal Bites

Nature Valley™ Baked Oat Bites
Nature Valley™ Biscuit Sandwiches
Nature Valley™ Clusters
Nature Valley™ Granola Cups
Nature Valley™ Layered Granola Nut
Bars

Nature Valley™ Protein Soft Baked
Granola Bites

Nature Valley™ Soft-Baked Filled
Squares

Nature Valley™ XL Sweet & Salty
Bars

TABLEWARE
Hefty® Deluxe™ Plates and Platters
Hefty® Everyday™ Bowls
Hefty® Everyday™ Plates
Hefty® Party Cups
Hefty® Style Plates
Hefty® Style™ Prints Cups
Kleenex® Dinner Napkins
WASTE BAGS
Hefty® Compostable Trash Bags
Hefty® Contractor Trash Bags
Hefty® Recycling Trash Bags
Hefty® Renew® Recycled Content
Bags

Hefty® Small & Medium Trash Bags
Hefty® Steel Sak
Hefty® Strong Large Trash Bags
Hefty® Strong Tall Kitchen Trash
Bags

Hefty® Ultra Strong Blackout Tall
Kitchen Bags with Arm &
Hammer™

Hefty® Ultra Strong™ Multipurpose
Trash Bags

Hefty® Ultra Strong Tall Kitchen
Bags with Arm & Hammer™

Box Tops for Education™
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The theme for the Queens and Kings meeting on October 14 was a “White Elephant
Silent Auction.” Members brought in a variety of items that were placed on tables for peo-
ple to bid on. Gwen Ogden won the White Elephant prize for bringing the item that had
the highest bid. It was an eight-person gold flatware set. The food was great and the
desserts were delicious and enjoyed by all.

The goal for our November meeting was to bring in men’s white socks for the
Sulzbacher Center. A lot of men have foot problems and this helps them.

The Thanksgiving meeting was held on November ll. Turkey
and ham were served with a lot of delicious side dishes. We are
all grateful and thankful for all we have. The entertainment was
provided by Bill Rice, a solo musician/singer/guitarist. Bill is a
physical therapist and is semi-retired now, and entertains at differ-
ent venues around the city.

People over the age of 55 are welcome to join the Kings and
Queens. We meet the second Sunday
of each month at 1:00 p.m. Dues are
$5 a year – a small price for great
entertainment and great company.

“MERRY CHRISTMAS” to all.

Queens and Kings

By Jeanie Wilks

If you have a moment, make a left-hand turn (west) to continue down
Arlington Road rather than going straight as Arlington appears to merge
with Rogero. In a few blocks you will see a large wooden structure on
your right. Today it is draped with a cloth proclaiming its historical land-
mark status. This is the last remaining film studio from Jacksonville’s
“Winter Hollywood” or “Winter Film Capital of the World” days. This
was Norman Studios.

After the Great Fire of 1901, Jacksonville was a phoenix rising from
the ashes. The headlines read “A Greater Jacksonville Is in Sight.” 

Architects, such as Henry John Klutho, left New York and other major
cities to journey to Jacksonville during the rebuilding efforts. These
visionaries wished to leave their mark upon the grey, blank canvas that
remained and they did. Jacksonville became one of the most modern cities
of the early 1900s and the film industry took notice. 

The film industry was in New York City at that time and winters often
made it difficult to complete their projects until Spring arrived. The rail-
roads established by Henry Flagler, the warm weather, the exotic land-
scape, and the modernity and diversity of architecture drew them South in
the Winter and Jacksonville soon became the “Winter Film Capital of the
World.”

Kaleem Studios came from New York City and opened the first studio
in Jacksonville in 1908 in the Talleyrand neighborhood. One of their first
projects here was the first adaptation of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 

Metro Studios, known today as MGM, was located where
Metropolitan Park stands today. In 1917, they produced the motion pic-
ture industry’s first Technicolor movie here in Jacksonville, The Gulf
Between.

By 1916, Jacksonville was home to more than 30 film studios and
Oliver Hardy (Laurel and Hardy), a ticket taker at a local theater, became
Jacksonville’s most famous film star of the era.

However, film stars in the early 1900s were not revered in the manner
of today’s society. Many citizens thought them vulgar and preferred that
they not associate with the citizenry of Jacksonville. In 1916, the citizens
of Jacksonville elected an anti-movie candidate, John Martin, to replace
the incumbent, J.E.T. Bowden and by the 1920s most studios were leav-
ing Jacksonville for a dusty little place in California known as Hollywood.

Now that you have this information, I will focus on our neighbor.
Norman Studios was originally Eagle Film studios. Richard Norman

bought Eagle Film in 1921.
Between 1921-1928 Richard Norman produced many films but he

also broke down stereotypes and cultural barriers by producing what were
called “race films” starring African–American casts in positive non-
stereotypical roles. One of these, The Flying Aces, was used to open the
2003 Jacksonville Film Festival.

Norman’s five-building studio complex is the only remaining studio
complex from the silent film industry era in Jacksonville.  Norman
Studios has a 501(c)(3) organization that is working to restore and to
revive the complex for tourism, research, and education. More informa-
tion is available on their website, Normanstudios.org.

Around the Neighborhood

Maestro Jeremy McKinnies
In January, Maestro Jeremy McKinnies will be forming an auditioned choir
at Christ the King. Rehearsals will be after school on Tuesdays (3:15 p.m.).
We are fortunate to be able to offer this opportunity to our students, and to
other young singers in the surrounding community. For more information,
contact CTK’s Director of Music, Edie Hubert edie@ctkcatholic.com.

Maestro Jeremy McKinnies, is known as a passionate musician and music educator. A Jacksonville native, Mr. McKinnies graduated from
Paxon School for Advanced Studies and received his Bachelor of Music in Theory and Composition from Jacksonville University.

For the past 4 years Jeremy has applied his teaching skills as a general education teacher for pre-k3 through 8th grades. With 400+ students
under his tutelage he successfully taught students of all ages. 

The San Juan del Rio chorale is a 5th - 8th grade choir that McKinnies founded in his second year at the school. These beginning chorus
students quickly garnered the reputation for singing advanced material at a superior level of excellence. 

Maestro McKinnies currently runs his own music lesson studio, teaching piano, voice and ukulele to over 20 students. 
He has been hired as Director for the newly formed Ritz Voices Children’s Chorus. He will also serve under Deb McDuffie as Associate

Director for the legendary Ritz Voices Choir. 
Additionally, Mr. McKinnies will serve as Director of the newly formed Northeast Florida Conservatory Singers, a choral program of the

Northeast Florida Conservatory.
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Christ the King School News
Halloween Costume Ball
and Trunk or Treat

by Adriana Giles

Christ the King celebrated their annual Halloween costume party and Trunk or Treat for
Kindergarten to fifth grade on Thursday, October 25. It was a great event. The children and
adults enjoyed the evening, wonderful music, and an awesome Trunk or Treat. A special thank
you goes to all the volunteers, parents, and teachers who helped us to put together this terrific
party for our children to enjoy. Many thanks go to those that decorated their cars for the Trunk
or Treat. You all did an amazing job. Thank you also to all that attended and showed your
support for our school. 

Congratulations to the winners of the Trunk or Treat! 

1st place: Wnoroski/Dyer with Trolls 
2nd Place: Decker with WRIP Radio Station 

CTK School Sewing Club
by Suzette Gagnon

Thanks to the generous support of the Knights of Columbus and K’Cees, our
sewing program is off to an exciting start. We have approximately 12 students
who attend weekly from 3-4:30. The students learn about using sewing
machines, basic sewing, following a pattern as well as cutting a pattern. In
addition to these great skills, the students are giving back to our community.
They are creating pillowcases and other useful items to help raise funds for the
Women’s Help Center and Ronald McDonald House. If you would be
interested in volunteering to help our students in any way, please contact Ms.
Gagnon at suzette.gagnon@ctkschooljax.com

All Saints Day
by Adriana Giles

Christ the King Catholic School celebrated their Holy Day of
obligation with their traditional Mass procession of the first and
second graders dressed as their favorite saints. All the children
did an extraordinary job and went in front of the congregation
and told us which saint they were representing. Kuddos goes to
Mrs. Lewis, our first grade teacher and Mrs. Stevens, our second
grade teacher for preparing our children and teaching the
Catholic traditions.
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CTK School - Bishop Visit
by Adriana Giles

On Tuesday, October 23, Bishop Estevez toured our school for the
first time. He watched the fifth graders come up with solutions to
clean pollution in our waterways, seventh graders painting a mural
about Strawberry Creek, and ninth graders using technology in the
Media Center to facilitate learning Spanish. The Bishop also joined
the first graders planting marigolds to feed their chickens, and the sec-
ond graders were discussing the need for forgiveness with Sister
Roselit. He also had lunch with some middle schoolers and answered
their questions. The bishop was very impressed. He left saying that
CTK works in groups, our programs are for all students, and
Catholicity is integrated into our STREAM program.

The Blessing of the Pets
by Adriana Giles

Christ the King Catholic School had their wonderful annual tradi-
tion, The Blessing of the Pets, on Thursday, October 4 in honor of St.
Francis of Assisi. Big thanks go to Deacon George Barletta for the
special ceremony he performed next to our elementary school build-
ing named after St. Francis. We also want to thank all the parents who
brought their pets for this special blessing. 

Christ the King School News

Universal Mission Project
2018 – 2019

by Suzette Gagnon

There are so many exciting things going on at Christ the King
School. In fact, the middle school recently started their Universal
Mission project on Oceans and Waterways. We are so blessed to have
many amazing resources available to us to learn about Florida’s vast
water resources. So how did we start our project?...we took a trip down
the St. John’s River. The Jacksonville University Marine Science
Institute has a research vessel that collects data about the health of the
St. John’s River as well as monitors buoys, fish and other wildlife in
the area. The students were able to seine and gather data. Several stu-
dents were thrilled to see wild dolphins on the trip! We also had many
other interesting activities such as a tour of the facilities that included
an overview of the LEED certified building and the aquaponics and
water research programs. The students also collected shoreline data.
Finally, we were able to have an extensive discussion with a marine
biologist who specializes in manatees!

Note: LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) is an
internationally recognized green building certification system, provid-
ing third-party verification that assesses building design and construc-
tion in terms of energy efficiency, water usage, air quality, and choice
of building materials as well as environmental factors.

National Junior Honor Society
(NJHS)

by Adriana Giles

The NJHS honors those students who have demonstrated excel-
lence in the areas of Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Character, and
Citizenship. These characteristics have been associated with member-
ship in the organization since its beginning in 1929. This year on
Thursday, October 25 Christ the King Catholic School had the honor of
inducting the following eighth graders to NJHS: 

All these students pledged to continue holding the high purposes of
the NJHS, to be true to these principles, to be loyal to Christ the King
Catholic School and to maintain and encourage the high standards of
this society. Congratulations go out to our newly inducted eighth
graders and to their families.

Diego Dionisio 
Andrew Ebraheim 
Emanuella Essien 
Kyler Sullivan 

Torin Sapp 
Chinonye Nduka 
Abigail Swain 
Camden Thornton 
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by Nick Klepac, GK

Road Cleanup - The Knights,
under the direction of Mike Stirna,
conducted the monthly road
cleanup on Lone Star Road (second
Saturday of each month). We meet
monthly at the parking lot of St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church at the
corner of Lone Star Road and
Carlotta Road at 8:00 a.m. Come
out and help us keep our
community clean.

Walk for Life - The Knights and
other members from Christ the
King walk and pray each Monday
at 8:30 a.m. in front of the abortion
clinic on University Boulevard,
weather permitting. Come join us
and let our pro-life voice be heard.

Knights of the Brotherly Care -
Knights meet at Christ the King on
the first Saturday to attend Mass.
They then distribute Holy
Eucharist and/or provide
fellowship to our fellow
Knights/spouses who are unable to
attend Mass or are homebound. If
you know of a brother
Knight/spouse in need please
contact Dennis Scobie at 904-535-
8205 or email at
md12848@yahoo.com. 

First Friday Masses - The Knights
host a First Friday Mass each
month at our hall on Arlington
Expressway. All are welcome to
join us. Mass starts at 6:30 p.m.
followed by a potluck dinner.
Please bring a favorite dish to
share.

We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

K’Cees’ Bunco Night - Another great Bunco night was held Saturday, November 17, at 6:30
p.m. with the next one scheduled for January 12, 2019. This event is open to everyone. Come
out and join us for Bunco. Over 59 million people play this game yearly. Bunco is a social
dice game involving 100% luck and no skill, although we have a few regular players that
would disagree! You must call and reserve a seat to play, and for dinner. Cost is $10 per
person. Please call Bernie at 904-608-5136. 

Major upcoming events open to all
parishioners: 

K’Cees’ Christmas Party – The K’Cees celebrated the birth of our
Lord together Saturday, December 15, 6:30 pm.  Christmas music,
dinner, 50/50 and a raffle: First Prize $100 cash on a Christmas tree,
Second Prize $50 cash on Christmas wreath, and Third Prize $25 on
Christmas decorations. Proceeds from the raffle went to a local
charity.  Dinner was catered by Glenn the Caterer. If you didn’t make
reservations, you missed a great evening.

Corporate Communion - The Knights and families attend their
corporate communion each quarter at Christ the King. It is a
wonderful opportunity for all Knights to attend Mass together with
their families. Our corporate communions are also our way of
giving to our fellow parishioners by including a free meal after
Mass. The next corporate communions is:

- Christ the King - January 19 at the 4:00 p.m. vigil Mass or
January 20 at the 5:00 p.m. Teen Mass (dinner served).  

PB&Js for St. Francis Soup Kitchen - March 29, 6:00 p.m. at the
council hall. All are welcome to help us make over 600 sandwiches for
our homeless brothers and sisters.
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We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

4th Annual Charity Presentation Dinner - The Knights invited
11 charity organizations from the Arlington/Greater Jacksonville
Area to attend a special dinner in their honor.  Tables were provid-
ed to each organization giving them the opportunity to show what
they do for the community.  The night began with a social hour, fol-
lowed by dinner, and presentation of checks to all charities present.
Charities present and receiving donations ($4,500 total) were as
follows:

Knights of Columbus (Council 4727) donated to:
- Emergency Pregnancy Services
- The Inn Ministry
- Legacy of Care 
- L’Arche Harbor House
- Morning Star School
- Camp I Am Special
- WQOP Radio 1460

K’Cees (Ladies Auxillary) donated to:
- Pinky Promise
- St. Francis Soup Kitchen
- Epiphany Friends

Columbian Squires (Knights Youth Group) donated to:
- Five STAR Veterans Center

Annual Memorial Mass - The Knights held a special
First Friday Mass, November 2, at the council hall in
memory of our deceased brother Knights and K’Cees.
The evening began with Father Boddie celebrating Mass,
a memorial service of families and friends lighting indi-
vidual candles for their departed loved ones (formed in a
large cross) and a dinner.
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Athletic Department
by Laura Meehan & Adriana Giles

Fall Sports have been rewarding for the
athletes at Christ the King Catholic School. This
was our second year participating in the Catholic
Schools Cross Country League. Our students, as
well as a few Morning Star students on the team,
did well earning ribbons for placing in the top 15
spots, and medals for placing in the top 5 in some
races. A HUGE thank-you goes out for all the
parent support we received, and to Coach Ian
Wallingery, Coach Karen Anderson and Coach
Mike Klima for their time and patience coaching
over 40 runners! It was also an exciting season for
both our Ravens boys’ and girls’ basketball teams!
The boys’ team went undefeated for the third year
in a row in regular season, becoming the league
champions. They went on to win the division 1
championship vs. St. Patrick. The lady Ravens
won the division 1 championship game against
Holy Spirit, the only team that defeated them
during regular season. Both championship games
were played at Bishop Kenny High School on
Monday, October 22. Diego Dionisio and Isabelle
Dionisio were named as tournament MVPs.
Congrats to all the players and coach Elmo for a
great season and well-deserved trophies!
The pep rally for Eighth Grade Night was on

Thursday, October 11. Christ the King hosted
Blessed Trinity; the fellowship was in the air. All
spectators from CTK wore their Spirit t-shirts.
Congratulations to all the eighth graders on the
basketball teams and our cheerleaders. A special
thank-you goes out to Ravens cheerleading
Coaches Mrs. Michelle Kargbo and Mrs. Chelsie
Pierce for helping the squad. Thank you to the
Ravens cheerleaders for their school spirit and
encouragement throughout the season!
Congratulations to all runners, players and
cheerleaders for a great season!
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