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In a world connected more than ever before, via 24-hour
local and international news broadcasts, internet access, e-

mails and tweets
and a large
Diocese with a
comprehens ive
website, Catholic
Radio and over 52
Parishes, it was
very surprising
when I first
became Director
of the Refugee
R e s e t t l e m e n t
Program in 2008
that a huge
percentage of
parishioners in the
Diocese of St.
Augustine were
unaware of the
r e s e t t l e m e n t
program. This was

despite it having been active for many years at Catholic
Charities Bureau Inc. in Jacksonville. 
Most people can easily apply the four principles of

Catholic Social Teaching: Human Dignity, The Common
Good, Solidarity and Subsidiarity to issues such as the
homeless, the hungry, the unborn and the disabled but many
have difficulty with their application on the issues of refugees
and immigrants. 
My colleague, Sarah Maley (Parishes Organized to

Welcome Refugees Coordinator), and I were blissfully naive
when we began to speak to parishioners about the refugee
program.  My first formal speaking event was with the Just
Faith Group here at Christ the King in 2009.  I was an invited
speaker for a chapter being studied. At that time, Father Thanh
(now Bishop Thanh), was the parish priest.  I was new and
equipped with a PowerPoint and materials to distribute but
unprepared for a few of the questions that I received like “why

is Catholic Charities bringing “these people” here and “are
they all Catholic…?” Although troubled, I did my best to
answer all questions respectfully at the time. Later I consulted
with Regional Director of Catholic Charities Laura Hickey. I
was advised to remind people in the future that… “we are all
God’s Children” rather than attempting to answer the
questions at length. 
Thus, set the tone for what became an all-out effort to

advocate for the refugee resettlement program, to speak to as
many parishes as possible when funding became available
from USCCB to coordinate these efforts in 2012. A plan was
formalized to develop refugee ministries, formulate and
facilitate lesson plans on refugees and recruit as many
volunteers as possible to assist the department with the
successful resettlement of refugees in the Diocese by seeking
mentors for each family.
Many wonderful people attended our talks and numerous

volunteers stepped forward. By 2015 we had developed a
refugee ministry at: San Jose, Assumption, Holy Family,
Sacred Heart, Immaculate Conception and began to
coordinate efforts with Christ the King in 2017. 
Over the years, we noticed the talent that emanated from

our resettled refugee community and sought to introduce their
unique cultures to the Diocese and local community. We
organized First Thanksgiving events for our newcomers,
offering volunteers and refugees a chance to break bread
together. Later we began the more difficult task of organizing
the first “Multicultural Event” in 2013, in which refugees
would cook dishes from their homelands and members of the 
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The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two
of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

As we return from our summer vacations we begin the planning process for our many parish
activities for the coming year.
We have been saddened, hurt, and upset at what has been happening in the Catholic Church in the

United States.
Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has called upon all of us to pray for the church and focus on Jesus,

who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. We, as people of faith, have work to do in the church.
We, as people of faith, will continue to grow strong in Jesus Christ and as a faith community we

will work harder for our families, young people, our seniors and our children.
Bishop Estevez had asked that all parishes add a special Mass on Friday, September 14, 2018. He

had also asked that we fast during the day, only taking a small amount of food that is necessary. The
special Mass at Christ the King was held at 6:30 p.m., September 14, in the main church.
On Saturday, September 15, 2018, Bishop Estevez had asked the parishes to gather the parish

community to pray the rosary for the Catholic Church, asking for prayers and intercessions of Our
Blessed Mother Mary.
Christ the King’s faith community gathered and prayed the rosary in the church at noon on

Saturday, September 15. I ask the parish community to continue to pray with your families for the
Catholic Church in the United States and around the world.
Let us reflect on these words by Anthony Esolen:

“Merciful Father, send to us the divine Physician, and give us good sense to know how badly
we need him and to trust that only he can heal us: through the same Christ Our Lord.” 

Rev. James R. Boddie, Jr.
Pastor

Dear Sisters and Brothers in
Christ,
It is with profound sadness and

shame that I write to you, the
people of God of the Diocese of St.
Augustine, regarding the crisis our
church now faces.
Many of you have written to

me, emailed and responded through
social media. I have read your
concerns, and I share your anger,
and dismay over the recent grand
jury report in Pennsylvania and the
allegations that have come to light
against Archbishop Theodore
McCarrick.
I want you to know that I hear

you. You have made it abundantly
clear that you don’t want more
apologies on behalf of the bishops -
rather you want to see corrective
actions taken against Church
leaders who have failed to protect
the people they serve. You wonder
whether your children are safe in
our parishes and schools? You
question if allegations are taken
seriously? And, like me, you resent
what all of this has done to the
Church that Jesus Christ
established and that you love so
much.

I know there is little I can say to
restore your trust in the leadership
of the Church, but I can assure you
of my firmest commitment to
provide safe environments for
everyone, especially our children
and vulnerable adults.
As a first step in that promise of

transparency, I want you to know
that since 1987 the Diocese of St.
Augustine has had in place an
independent Review Board that is
comprised of lay men and women
with expertise in the areas of civil
and canon law, criminal
investigation, psychology,
medicine, and victim advocacy.
When an allegation is made, we

have a victim assistance
coordinator who accompanies them
through the process of reporting
their abuse. All necessary reports
are made to law enforcement for
investigation, and the member of
the clergy in question is removed
from ministry pending the outcome
of an investigation. All sexual child
abuse cases are sent to the Review
Board to evaluate and provide me
with recommendations on
appropriate actions. This Board
holds me accountable for action.

The stories of those who have
suffered abuse are delicate and
personal. Their pain is
heartbreaking to me. Mostly, when
victims come forward after
suffering so long, they are not
necessarily seeking financial gain.
Most are selflessly seeking only to
be heard and to do what they can to
ensure others won’t be harmed
because they were silent - and in
telling their story, they can begin
the healing process. In response,
the diocese welcomes them and
seeks to accompany them with
pastoral care and offers financial
assistance for counseling and other
services. I pray that all survivors of
sexual abuse find healing, comfort,
and strength in God’s loving
presence.
In the next several months, the

U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops will be working to
improve the 2002 “Statement of
Episcopal Commitment” regarding
the safe environment program. In
particular, they will address how
bishops will be held accountable
for their actions and inactions, and
a process for prompt, independent,
and transparent review will be

addressed. I am fully committed to
this work and to ensuring that
bishops and priests are held not
only accountable for their actions
but also held accountable for
failing to report and hold their
brother bishops and priests
accountable.
Please know that in the days,

weeks and months ahead I will be
working closely with lay experts to
strengthen the policies and
procedures we have in place in our
diocese. I look forward to sharing
with you the outcome of this work.
You are important to this work.

I call upon you to hold me
accountable and to pray for me and
all the bishops as we pursue
resolutions and decisive actions.
I pray for all of you that you

will maintain your witness of faith
and hope even in these difficult
times. Your prayers are needed now
more than ever.

Sincerely yours,

Most Reverend Felipe J.
Estévez, S.T.D.
Bishop of St. Augustine
August 17, 2018

Letter from the Bishop
DIOCESE OF ST. AUGUSTINE

Office of the Bishop
Statement from Bishop Felipe J. Estévez in response

to the failure of Church leadership to protect the Lord’s flock 



by Cynthia Surles

The first issue of the Courier
was published in May 1998 with
Judy Kosiolek as editor and Father
Baker as publisher. A lot has hap-
pened in 20 years and we’ve tried to keep you informed through the
paper. A paper is only informative if you have a lot of contributors letting
you know what is happening in the parish and in our community of
Arlington. That community can also include people that our ministries
help. In this issue, Nick Kleypac wrote about the K’Cees collecting baby
things for the Inn Ministry that is a sanctuary for prenatal and postpartum
women.  Maybe we’ll have a complete article in a future issue about the
good service they do for the community as a whole. 

Even though I’ve been proofreading at the Courier a long time there
is so much more to learn as editor. A lot of ministries are like that. You
see what’s happens at the surface or just one small part of it. We all make
assumptions. Maybe you say I can’t participate in “ABC” ministry
because I can’t cook, type, talk to people, etc. But all ministries have mul-
tiple needs and you may be able to help with one of them. Make new
friends by joining a ministry.

In this issue we have several choir members explaining what they love
about using their talent to serve God. I would like to see other volunteers
from various ministries explain what they do and why they do it. If
you’ve never written an article for the paper, it’s time to step out of your
comfort zone and share some of your thoughts with your community.
When everyone does just a little no one has to do it all. If you need help
feel free to call me.

Christ the King Christmas
Penance
Service

Wednesday,
December 5
at 7:00 p.m.

What better way
to prepare

for the birth
of our Lord?
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Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

The Leadership Torch is Passed

On Tuesday, July 31, 2018, the Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola, SJ, the
Sisters of St. Joseph of St. Augustine, Florida, installed Sister Kathleen
Carr, SSJ as the 19th General Superior of the Sisters of St. Joseph of St.
Augustine, FL. Sister Kathleen and a team of four Leadership Councilors,
Sister Ann Kuhn, SSJ; Sister Suzan Foster, SSJ; Sister Stephanie Flynn,
SSJ; and Sister Carol Stovall, SSJ, will lead the sisters for the next four
years.

The traditional installation ceremony was held after the 4:30 p.m.
Mass in the Motherhouse of the Sisters located on St. George Street in the
historic district of St. Augustine. Father Tom Willis, Pastor of the
Cathedral Basilica, and former student of the sisters, celebrated the Mass
and offered blessings for the future of the new team of sisters.

“It’s always great to be with the Sisters of Saint Joseph. They
taught me, formed me, prayed for me and continue to do so. It’s
easy for an outsider to say it’s just ‘mutual admiration,’ but it’s so
much more than that. It’s support in living the Gospel and bring-
ing people to encounter Christ.”

“Blessings and best wishes to Sister Kathleen as she begins
her time as General Superior. It’s not shoes to fill, it’s bringing
your gifts for the good of the Congregation. God is with you
through the powerful gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Father Tom Willis, Pastor of the Cathedral Basilica, St. Augustine,
FL
Sisters, staff, clergy and friends were in attendance from throughout

the state. Special guests included: from the Diocese of St. Augustine,
Monsignor Keith Brennan, J.C.D., V.G., Vicar General and Sister Victora
Will, SND, Vicar for Religious. From the Archdiocese of Miami: Msgr.
Chanel Jeanty, Chancellor for Canonical Affairs and Vicar General and
the Pastor of St. James Catholic Church in Miami. 

A lovely dinner and reception capped off the evening.  
Plans are in progress for a welcoming reception that will be open to

the public in the near future.

Editor’s 
Corner

Sisters of St. Joseph’s

Sister Jane Stoecker, SSJ,
past General Superior passes leadership to

Sister Kathleen Carr, SSJ

New Leadership for the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
St. Augustine, FL is Installed

Sister Stephanie Flynn, SSJ, Sister Suzan Foster, SSJ,
Sister Kathleen Carr, SSJ, General Superior, 
Sister Carol Stovall, SSJ, Sister Ann Kuhn, SSJ

Monsignor Keith Brennan, Sister Kathleen Carr,
Msgr. Chanel Jeanty, Marmara Cadet (from St. James in Miami),

Sister Stephanie Flynn and Father Tom Willis.
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Beloved In Christ, 

It gives me great joy to express my gratitude to all of you for contributing in many ways to the
success of my journey to the priesthood. My priestly ordination and post ordination events were well
attended and truly grace-filled, thanks to your generosity.

Before He formed me in the womb, God knew that I would be part of your faith family. All through
my tough years in Africa, God was nurturing me like a tender seedling for the mission in the Diocese
of St. Augustine. The appointed time came in 2015 when the Divine Master Gardener gently pulled me
out from my former religious Order and transplanted me into the Diocese of St. Augustine, to join you
in building a community of faith, where hope is much alive, where love is the bedrock. 

God brought me to you because He knows you. He knows your magnanimous hearts. He knows how
warmly welcoming, how heartily hospitable, and how genuinely generous you are. The Lord knows that
you are his devout and affectionate servants who treat their neighbor not as a fiend but as a friend, not
as a stranger but as a brother/sister, a fellow pilgrim journeying together with you towards the eternal
Kingdom.   

I’m grateful to our dear pastor, Father James Boddie, for his kindness, affable personality, and his
dynamic leadership. I thank our parochial vicar, Father Lam, for his humble disposition, warm
friendship and generosity, which he extended to me throughout my time at the parish. We have evidently
lived together in the rectory with the fraternal spirit which Christ asks of His disciples. My heart
continued to sing the words of the Psalmist: “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell
in unity” (Psalm 133: 1).

I’m grateful to Deacon George who has so generously mentored me in liturgy. I appreciate the
editors of the Courier newspaper for editing and publishing my articles. They have encouraged me to
write and to persevere in my vocation. I thank the rectory staff, and each and every one of the parishioners of Christ The King, for the many ways
they have shown me great love and support in my journey to the priesthood. I wish this paper would be enough to mention your names individually.
However, know that I appreciate and hold you dear to my heart. It has been a blessing to serve you. You have truly shown me love of the deepest kind.
You have welcomed me with open arms and hearts and I found in your community a loving family, a happy home.  

Truly, it has been grace-filled years for me, a time of learning and growth experience. You have taught me to love without setting conditions for
loving. I have learned from you to give without expecting anything in return. You have taught me how to live, by way of your fervent faith, your spirit
of hospitality, your generous gifts, your many hearty hugs, smiles, words of cheer, and your sincere supplication and sacrifice for vocation in our
diocese. You didn’t accept me because of what I would do for you but because of what the Lord has done for you. You didn’t support me because you
wanted me to thank you; rather, you did so because it was a way for you to express your thanksgiving to God. You didn’t welcome me because I
deserved it, but because the Lord demands it of you, to welcome strangers. Christ in you is the secret of your splendor and service of charity.  

“And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of these little ones to drink because he is a disciple, amen, I say to you, he will surely not
lose his reward” (Mat 10:42). 

As I move on to my new assignment as parochial vicar at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine, I will always keep you close to my heart. I am
not bidding you a final farewell. You are sending me forth and I’ll always touch base with you on my progress. Returning “home” always brings joy
to my heart. Truly, “there is no place like home.”

Please accept my heart-felt appreciation, praying that God’s blessing of peace may always fill your lives and your families.

Father Martin Ibeh

A Heartfelt Appreciation to 
Christ The King Parishioners

Dawn at Last
by Father Martin Ibeh
About the Book 

Discovering that the Lord was calling him to the priestly ministry,
Clay* responds wholeheartedly to the Lord’s plan for his life. His
journey to priesthood is not an easy one; he encounters overwhelming
obstacles and tough trials. Even so, Clay presses forward in fervent zeal,
fixing his gaze on the Lord, understanding that the “cross” is inevitably
part of following Christ. He trusts that God is at work in his life at all
times, molding and shaping him into a vessel of love and grace. At last,
it is a story of the victory of faith! 

Clay’s life’s story is a striking testimony of God’s faithfulness and
unfailing grace towards those who trust in Him. This book will surely
inspire some people who face certain difficult times to realize that the
Lord has not finished with them. It will stir up in their hearts the desire
to invite Christ to walk with them; and when they do so, Christ will turn
their trying times into a story of triumph.

*Father Martin refers to himself as Clay to represent the image of a
lump of clay in the hand of the Potter.

Note: The book is available for purchase in the Rectory
Office for $20.00 (cash only).
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by Pat Setser

I had heard of Faith and
Sharing, but until last spring, I did
not know exactly what it was.
When I told the story to other
parishioners, they told me I should
write an article for the Christ the
King Courier. 

Through attending Faith and
Sharing with my daughter Stacy, I
learned that this camp was started
in Jacksonville in 1982. The origi-
nal Faith and Sharing was started in
Canada fifty years ago. This retreat
came about because some bishops
asked Jean Vanier to facilitate it. At
his insistence, a cross-section of the
people of God from many walks of
life came together for the first
retreat. Thus, the first Faith and
Sharing began. The purpose was to
offer a retreat to everyone accord-
ing to the spirituality of Jean
Vanier.

It was Sister Rita Baum, SSJ
who brought Faith and Sharing to
Jacksonville. She had an interest in
a retreat “for people with disabili-
ties.” After attending a retreat
called “Faith and Sharing” in
Detroit, she was inspired by the
inclusion of young, old, married,
single and people with disabilities,
all together on retreat at a beautiful
facility, a seminary. She really
doubted the diocese of St.
Augustine, where there was no
seminary or Catholic college, just a
camp with bunk beds and no air
conditioning, could ever have such
a retreat. Yet the Detroit Animator,
George Leach, SJ, assured her that
“poor and simple” is good. He also
connected her with Father George
Strohmeyer as a potential
Animator. An Animator is a person
who guides others through the faith
process by shared scripture, stories
and songs. 

The first Faith and Sharing
began in the summer of 1982 and
was blessed by Bishop John Snyder
participating full time as a
retreatant, and Father George
Strohmeyer as Animator. He was
accompanied by about ten mem-
bers from L’Arche Erie and a cross
section of people from the Diocese
of St. Augustine. Even in the sim-
ple camp environment (with

parishes coming in to provide
meals) a Katimavik (meeting place,
from the Inuktitut language) was
created for ongoing meditation.
This retreat began with the same
spirit of Faith and Sharing that
Sister Rita originally experienced
in Detroit. This retreat may never
have happened in Jacksonville if
she did not follow her inspiration.

For many years, local priests
and laypersons were invited to ani-
mate. Then Sister Maureen Kelley,
OP and Father Ron Camarda felt
called to continue this as a dedicat-
ed annual ministry. They have been
the main Animators for over 25
years. Sister Maureen is celebrating
her 60th year as a religious. They
bring a strong faith, energy and
musical gifts to this retreat. 

The facilities at Marywood
have grown to include a next-door
retreat center, separate chapel, air
conditioning in the cabins and a
new state of the art aquatic center.
The setting of the beautiful chapel
amidst the tall trees is a perfect
place to hold this retreat. The day
began with the rosary; Mass
occurred each day; the theme and
talks were prepared so breakaway
sessions for contemplation and
sharing could follow within the
group. Bishop Estevez attended
one afternoon and was the cele-
brant at Mass. Bishop John Snyder
(retired) came for Mass also. It is
my understanding that since the
inception of Faith and Sharing, the
current bishop has always attended
and been a part of this annual
retreat.

Faith and Sharing is still the
same as the first Faith and Sharing
in Canada. It is focused as a retreat
that nourishes all people through
the Word, Eucharist, silence and
small group sharing. This retreat in
May was inspiring. In small groups
of retreatants, young, old, married,
widowed, single and people with
disabilities, there was a deep shar-
ing of faith. Now I better under-
stand Faith and Sharing and hope
you do also.

For additional Faith and
Sharing information for Spring
2019, please contact Sister Rita
Baum, SSJ at rbaumssj@
yahoo.com.

Faith and Sharing
in Jacksonville

Copyright 2018 Catholic News Service
Reprinted with Permission
Little boy asks pope: ‘Is my dad in heaven?’

Question-and-answer sessions with youngsters are a standard part of
Pope Francis’ parish visits. And, at St. Paul of the Cross parish April 15,
there were the usual questions like, “How did you feel when you were
elected pope?”

But then it was Emanuele’s turn. The young boy smiled at the pope as
he approached the microphone. But then froze. “I can’t do it,” Emanuele
said. Msgr. Leonardo Sapienza, a papal aide, encouraged the boy, but he
kept saying, “I can’t.”

“Come, come to me, Emanuele,” the pope said. “Come and whisper it
in my ear.”

Msgr. Sapienza helped the boy up to the platform where the pope was
seated. Emanuele was sobbing by that point, and Pope Francis enveloped
him in a big embrace, patting his head and speaking softly to him.

With their heads touching, the
pope and the boy spoke privately to
each other before Emanuele returned
to his seat.

“If only we could all cry like
Emanuele when we have an ache in
our hearts like he has,” the pope told
the children. “He was crying for his
father and had the courage to do it in
front of us because in his heart there
is love for his father.”

Pope Francis said he had asked
Emanuele if he could share the boy’s
question and the boy agreed. “‘A lit-
tle while ago my father passed away.
He was a nonbeliever, but he had all
four of his children baptized. He was
a good man. Is dad in heaven?’”

“How beautiful to hear a son say
of his father, ‘He was good,’” the
pope told the children. “And what a
beautiful witness of a son who inher-
ited the strength of his father, who
had the courage to cry in front of all
of us. If that man was able to make
his children like that, then it’s true, he was a good man. He was a good
man.

“That man did not have the gift of faith, he wasn’t a believer, but he
had his children baptized. He had a good heart,” Pope Francis said.

“God is the one who says who goes to heaven,” the pope explained.
The next step in answering Emanuele’s question, he said, would be to

think about what God is like and, especially, what kind of heart God has.
“What do you think? A father’s heart. God has a dad’s heart. And with a
dad who was not a believer, but who baptized his children and gave them
that bravura, do you think God would be able to leave him far from him-
self?”

“Does God abandon his children?” the pope asked. “Does God aban-
don his children when they are good?”

The children shouted, “No.”
“There, Emanuele, that is the answer,” the pope told the boy. “God

surely was proud of your father, because it is easier as a believer to bap-
tize your children than to baptize them when you are not a believer.
Surely this pleased God very much.”

Pope Francis encouraged Emanuele to “talk to your dad; pray to your
dad.”

Earlier, a young girl named Carlotta also asked the pope a delicate
question: “When we are baptized, we become children of God. People
who aren’t baptized, are they not children of God?”

“What does your heart tell you?” the pope asked Carlotta. She said,
they are, too.

“Right, and I’ll explain,” the pope told her. “We are all children of
God. Everyone. Everyone.”

The nonbaptized, members of other religions, those who worship
idols, “even the mafiosi,” who terrorize the neighborhood around the
parish, are children of God, though “they prefer to behave like children of
the devil,” he said.

“God created everyone, loves everyone and put in everyone’s heart a
conscience so they would recognize what is good and distinguish it from
what is bad,” the pope said.

The difference, he said, is that “when you were baptized, the Holy
Spirit entered into that conscience and reinforced your belonging to God
and, in that sense, you became more of a daughter of God because you’re
a child of God like everyone, but with the strength of the Holy Spirit.”

Little Boy Asks Pope: 
“Is My Dad in Heaven?”

Pope Francis embraces Emanuele, a boy
whose father died, as he visits St. Paul of
the Cross Parish in Rome April 15. PAUL
HARING | CNS

Sister Nancy Keane
Celebrating Fifty Years
A Prayer on Your Jubilee

Remembering you with a special prayer that God will bless you with
every happiness.

May God bless your Jubilee with happiness
and peace,  and with His wondrous gifts of
joys that never cease.
And through the days and years to come, 
may He be at your side,
Your guardian and protector
Your never failing guide.
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Continued from page 1

community could taste the unique dishes, mingle and listen to their
stories in a safe environment. 

Father Parke, pastor of Assumption Parish, graciously allowed us to
use Jordan Hall for our first event. In 2014 Father suggested we include

a Multicultural Mass.
We were thrilled with his

suggestion and had been hoping to
host a Multicultural Mass in the
community as refugees from
Burma, Haiti, Nigeria, Cuba and
Iraq were already
celebrating mass
within the
Diocese. Sarah
had no difficulty
organizing the
first Mass as she
had prior training

from the Catholic Theological Union of Chicago in
diversity and unity. As the POWR Coordinator, she
conducted outreach to parishes and chaplaincies and
was making progress with both Christian and non-
Christian volunteers. 

This Multicultural liturgy not only opened up the
opportunity for us to identify additional parishioners
and chaplaincies but it also started ecumenical
movement and interreligious dialogue. 

We celebrated our first three years at Assumption
Parish with our goal being attendance, enlisting volunteers for the
program and education. In 2017, we moved the event to Christ the King
Parish and solicited the support of the Vietnamese, Spanish, Youth,

Haitian and
N i g e r i a n
C ommu n i t i e s ,
First Coast Return
Peace Corp
Volunteers and the
Choir Director, Edie Hubert. The 5th Annual Multicultural Mass was
beautifully orchestrated by Sarah Maley and volunteers and supported by
13 celebrants. A multilingual liturgy provided a powerful experience
transcending language barrier which was fully embraced by the parish. 

It is
our hope
that the
event will
c on t i n u e
to expand
“multicul-
t u r a l i sm
and the
openness
it nurtures
w h i c h
belong to
the very
identity of
the Church
and should
mark all of

her teachings and actions” (quote taken from the article “Catholics were
multicultural before multicultural was cool.” by Father Jeffrey F. Kirby,
senior CRUX contributor at https://cruxnow.com July 3, 2016. 

The Resettlement Program is fraught with financial despair caused by
an unprecedented decrease in refugee arrivals in FY ‘17 and ‘18. The
program’s staff has been slashed, including the position of the Director,
in an effort to be able to serve the few refugees that may arrive in 2019.
Federal and state grants are insufficient at this time to meet the needs of
the program. We are seeking political support for an increased number of
refugee entrants in FY ’19 that is in line with what is required by the
United States Resettlement Program as an International Partner. We seek
financial support for the refugee resettlement program at Catholic
Charities Bureau Inc. Jacksonville from anyone willing and able to
donate. We welcome additional volunteers to assist families with medical
appointments, core services and mentoring and still are in need of a
variety of household goods and furniture, furniture movers and your
prayers for the future and sustainability of the program. 

Contact information:
ccbjax.org,  SMaley@ccbjax.org , MKarolak@ccbjax.org

Origins of a Multicultural
Festival

Ministry of Hope 
Annual Christmas
Naming Service

by Staci Duncan

December 4, 2018, 7:00 p.m.

The Ministry of Hope and Father Boddie each year
invite ALL parishioners to remember loved ones who have died
during the past year.  If you have experienced the loss of a loved
one, please consider joining us at this special service honoring
and remembering those who have gone before us for the
holidays. You will receive a Christmas ornament in memory of
your special someone to take home after the service. There will
also be a small reception following the service in the Shirley
David Hall. For any questions, please call Staci Duncan 904-733-
7624.

October is the month of the Rosary.
Come join the whole community of

Christ the King for the
Holy Rosary Procession and Mass

to honor the Blessed Mother
Saturday, October 6, at 7:45 a.m.

at the Grotto.



by Deacon George Barletta

If we are to be followers of
Jesus Christ then we must carry the
cross of others. If we are to be
examples and witnesses as to what
Jesus Christ did for us by dying on
the cross, then we need to carry our
cross as well as the cross of others.
Jesus suffered, died, and was buried
and rose from the dead for us. Look
at all that Jesus did for us. 

Jesus carried his cross for us
and we are to do the same for oth-
ers. We are all to be those who
carry the cross. It’s not just about
our cross but is the cross of others.
Look at how Jesus carried his cross
on the way to Calvary. Jesus always
carries a cross for each and every
one of us who may be suffering, are
tormented or in need. Are we will-
ing to carry the cross of others,

those that are in need and those
who are suffering? What are we
willing to do for others? Are we
willing to do more for them or are
we only concerned about our-
selves? Are we willing to feel and
share in the pain and anguish of
someone we care for and love? Are
we willing to bear their heartache
and sorrow? What are we willing to
do? 

Jesus tells us we must be as he
was. We need to bear the cross. We
are to be those who make sacrifices
and willing to do whatever it takes
to take care of those in need: espe-
cially those in our own families,
those in our Church community
and those we encounter. We must
do all we can to protect and safe-
guard others. Are we willing to
offer the prayers, support, love,
sacrifice, protection and dedication
that it takes to carry the cross and
be close with those who truly need
us? Are we willing to do whatever
it takes? ”Whoever wishes to come
after me must deny himself, take up
his cross and follow me.” 

So if you were asked the ques-
tion “Who do you say I am?”- how
will you answer it? Will you
acknowledge that you are a follow-
er of Jesus Christ? Will you be will-
ing to stand up for your faith? Will
you stand up for life and for the
truth? We are the ones who will
keep the message alive. We are the
ones who will make a stand for our

Church and our faith. It is up to us
to know ourselves, know our
Church and our community and
most importantly to know Jesus
Christ. We need to follow him
closely and strive and develop a
more personal, intimate and close
relationship with him. We need to
do this each and every day and in
all that we do and with all the peo-
ple we encounter. It is important for
us to be as God wants us to be. For
in doing so, we will be able to face
that question. 

We are all well aware of the
dark times that we are experiencing
in our church. It is a time when
those who were trusted made a
decision and violated that trust. I
know that there is nothing that I can
say will ever be enough to explain
the actions or for that matter the
inactions of those in the church
holding positions of accountability
and responsibility.

As a member of the clergy as
well as being a parent, I cannot
describe the enormous amount of
pain and suffering in my heart. I
feel great distress because those
who were trusted took advantage of
someone who was so innocent and
placed their trust and care in them.
These victims who were created in
the image of God had been taken
advantage of.  

I am so sorry to hear about cler-
gy abuse and I hope that those vic-
tims find forgiveness in their hearts

for the abusers and those who could
have done more to address it. I, as
you and many others, have been
praying for all those victims, asking
for the Lord to look upon them and
be there for them with his healing
love. For some this is a time of
repentance and asking for forgive-
ness. It is a time for change, trans-
formation and purification. These
dark days were caused by those
doing evil acts and compounded by
those who could have addressed the
situation but did not. 

We will get through these trying
times and we will do so together as
the faithful. We will do so as it is
another cross for us to carry. We
will do so as a parish community
and because we are faithful. The
dark days will be overcome in time
by light. Evil will be replaced by
good and it will happen because the
love, mercy and compassion of
God are stronger than anything.
This is a time more than ever for us
to turn to God and not abandon
Him. Remember He took our sins
upon himself when He died on the
cross. He took up His cross and
now we are to take up another cross
and we will not do it alone. This is
a time for us to turn to our Savior,
to our Blessed Mother and to all the
saints.  As it is a time of prayer and
a time of healing and a time for
coming together as God’s people.

Amen
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If We Are to be Followers of Jesus Christ
Then We Must Carry the Cross of Others

by Cynthia Surles

If you didn’t attend a five
o’clock Youth Mass this summer,
you missed a treat. This summer’s
music was provided by Marlys,
Loic, and Cyriac Adjevi and they’re
a joy to listen to. Marlys played the
piano and Loic played the guitar and
all three sang in beautiful harmony.
Their regular parish is Resurrection but our choir director, Edie Hubert,

had invited Marlys and her siblings
to provide the music for the 5:00
p.m. Sunday Masses. September 2
was their last day for the summer
substitution.

Edie has known Marlys for sev-
eral years and played the piano for
her when Marlys was taking voice
lessons.  She is now a second-year
graduate student and frequently does
the music for the Saturday Masses.

Cyriac sometimes cantors at the
Sunday 11:00 a.m. Mass. He was
there on September 16.

It is so wonderful to see young
adults fully participating in the Mass
and sharing their God-given talents
not just with their home parish but
with us as well. A big thank you to
Marlys, Loic and Cyriac.

Singing Siblings Voice Recitals
This fall Christ the King Parish will be host to two voice
recitals presented by students from Jacksonville
University. Christ the King parish actually began at
Jacksonville University, and we are happy to continue our
association. Several of the singers have cantored or partic-
ipated in CTK choirs, so you may recognize some faces
and beautiful voices.

Saturday, October 27, 6:00 p.m.
Voice Studio of Professor Michelle Brock-Kemp
Prof. Brock-Kemp’s studio includes Angie Acedera, a
frequent cantor at CTK

Saturday, November 17, 6:00 p.m.
CharlyAnne Roper, soprano, student of Professor
Kimberly Beasley
And Loic Adjevi, baritone, student of Dr. Jay Ivey
with Edith Moore Hubert, piano

CharlyAnne and Loic have both cantored and have regularly provid-
ed music at CTK’s Sunday evening Youth Masses.
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Min
istry Appreciat

ion

Courier
Staff

Ministry
Appreciation Dinner
and Presentation on

June 23 to celebrate the
volunteers in our parish.

The luau theme was
enjoyed by all. Some
even learned to hula,

too.
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I sing in the choir because I want to support
my church and my Vietnamese community.

- Tracy Nguyen, Vietnamese Choir

Why I Like to Sing

I like to sing...Singing in the choir connects me
from the deepest [part] of my heart with the Creator
of the Universe, feeling how every single fiber of my
body shakes while the song comes out of me.  

J. Kenneth Negron, Adult Choir

It has been said that singing is praying twice; the music
ministry at CTK (Christ the King) gives us all the opportu-
nity to deepen our spiritual relationships with Jesus, as well
as to foster our relationships with fellow parishioners. With
our busy lives, it’s often far too easy to forget how important
it is to really stop and participate in the Mass. Serving as a
cantor as well as a member of the choir, I’ve found that I
take away so much more from the Mass experience than I
would if I were sitting in a pew. In addition, knowing that
others are looking for me when I’m not there makes it so
much easier to get myself to Church. I’ve never regretted
going, no matter how tired or stressed I am. The same can-
not be said for when I miss the celebration with my friends. 

– Becki Blenker, Adult Choir and Cantor

Singing in the choir is like twice the worship. There is
an added dimension or feeling of happiness when you are
singing as a service to the church, worshipping God. Such
a great feeling and happiness fulfillment.

– Randy Reyes, Filipino Choir

Here are some answers submitted by choir members in response to
the prompt, “Why do you like to sing or play in a choir?”

The reason I like music is because I wanted to do
it ever since I’ve been a little girl. Mrs. Hubert and
Mrs. Stilson are sooo nice, talented, and supportive!

– Juliana Weldon, Children’s Parish Choir and CTK
School

When I was a child, I had experiences in dif-
ferent churches other than Catholic.  I loved the
hymns, for me the singing was a big part of the
service.  I am not gifted with an outstanding
voice.  I just use what I have and hope I blend
with the other choir voices.  I am always lifted
when I sing in church.  I enjoy the friendship of
the other choir members and our choir leader. 
– Willie Blaquiere, Adult Choir

Singing in the Adult Choir at Christ the King is part of my total joy
experience.  One day, I promised myself life would work for me.  Now I
read the Bible all I want, pray all I want, and am in every organization I
want to be in.  No, arrival of total joy has not happened and probably won’t
until I see God.  Singing with nice, God-fearing people has been a pleas-
ure.  Caring is the strong word for the Adult Choir as they cared enough
for me to put on a benefit concert to help me raise money needed for my
second kidney transplant.  When I had the first transplant, I worked and
had no problem.  When it failed, working was not an option as I was on
dialysis for 10 years.  Thanks to the choir’s help and generous contribu-
tions from church members, the transplant is now five years old.  To the
church, I will always be eternally grateful.  Every Sunday we sing for God
and hope the congregation enjoys our praise.  My breath and voice are
weak so I also pray other church members find their voices worthy of
praising God and join us.  Thank you all for allowing me to contribute and
thank you for the great joy I receive from being with you.

- Charlene Montague, Adult Choir

I sing in the choir because I enjoy
praising God through my passion with
music.

- Hoa Huynh, Vietnamese Choir

Ever since I heard the handbells, I always wanted to
participate but was just too nervous and shy. I decided
what better way to get over my shyness in front of a crowd
not to mention Jesus! When I first joined I was so nervous
my knees knocked! Now I love playing and no longer have
knocking knees. I am also in the funeral and church
choirs. Although I am not a great singer, I have always
loved singing in Church. I am so truly blessed to be a part
of these music ministries! It is a wonderful feeling playing
and singing for our Lord and parishioners!

– Nikki Wallace, Adult Choir and Handbell Choir

I joined the choir because it gives me a purpose and a
sense of belonging. It motivates me to go to church more
and do better as an individual. I joined so I could con-
tribute and give back to our Catholic community even just
by singing. It’s a gift. Use it for the benefit of others. Our
choir made me feel at home, peaceful and accepted. Our
musical director is awesome and listens to our ideas and
helps us grow as individuals. I wouldn’t have it any other
way. I’m glad I joined. 

– Sophie Davey, Adult Choir



By Jeanie Wilks, President of the Pastoral Council

As we enter the new school year, resolutions resound:  I am going to
listen this year; I am going to schedule my time better; I will try harder; I
will........

YET, most of them have not done their summer reading and hoped
that I would teach the book before the prompt and essay arrived.  I didn’t,
but I did remind them. 

I often feel as if God and I have this same type of relationship. Don’t
you?

How many times have I promised to plan my schedule better so that I
have times for silence when I can listen with full attention, rather than
catch what few pieces of God’s conversation with me that I can cipher
through the cacophony of life?

Hmmmm, how well would I be graded on this one? ...
“I will try harder to reflect my Faith through everything that I do.”...
Do I? 
Do I live my Faith fully or do I try to blend in with the world around

me until I arrive at the church doors?
It has been said that the Devil’s greatest deceit is to convince people

that he doesn’t exist.
When we live unaware of our enemies, there is no need for battle in

order for us to be defeated.
When we believe that the enemy is incapable of infiltrating our

fortress, we become lax in our vigilance.
When the enemy appears, we find that he has won without a battle.
Are we vigilant?
Are we prepared?
Do we use our greatest weapon, prayer, all of the time, or only when

it is convenient?

Do we reflect in our
everyday mundane
actions, the Faith we
proclaim?

Is our War
Room ready?

Talk is
cheap; action
speaks loud-
er than
words.

We are
all called to
be minis-
ters. We are
also called to
be warriors.
Evangelization
comes through
relationship and
prayer. People observe
what we do. 

Can someone see that we
believe?

Can they see that we are prepared?
Can they see that we have conviction?
Can they see us pray? 
“Preach. Use words when necessary.” - St Francis of Assisi
This is how the good wage war and change nations. 
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Dreams of Jeanie

By Jeanie Wilks

Two visitors arrived at Christ the King the weekend of July 7-8, with exquisitely carved items from the Holy Land. George and Chaudy were trav-
eling the country to raise funds for St. Barbara’s Melkite Mission in Houston, Texas and were introduced with a letter from Bishop Estevez. St.
Barbara’s Melkite Mission in Houston serves a community of refugees from the Holy Land that have immigrated here due to persecution in their home
land. A special thanks to all who were able to help them through purchases large and small.

St. Barbara’s Melkite Mission

by Lucille Guzzone

With all the
fancy, new and con-
venient electronic
devices in our world
today, there is still
nothing to take the
place of a good old
fashioned page turn-
ing book. Yes, there
are Nook and Kindle
on our iPads, but
many reading devo-
tees still prefer to
hold on to a book for
their own pleasurable
e x p e r i e n c e .

Fortunately, stores like Barnes &
Noble and Books-A-Million are
still pretty viable for the book lover.
But, Christ the King parishioners
do not have to take a trip to a store
nor spend a penny to receive inter-
esting and relevant reading materi-
al. A good variety of books are right
here and available in our own lend-
ing library.

The library is located right next
to the gift shop and open every
weekend before and after every
Mass. All one needs is a signature
on a sign-out sheet. Although the
titles refer primarily to the teach-
ings of the Church, others are about
morality, spirituality and the gener-

al well-being of leading a good life.
The books are for all ages.

Although some of the material
comes from items which were
stored in the gift shop and from
other areas of the church, many
were donations from parishioners
who were willing to share.

If you would like to add to the
library, please drop off the books at
the rectory, include a note,
“Attention, Lucille,” so that church
labels may be placed in them
before being put on the shelves.
Hopefully, many people will take
advantage of the opportunity to
browse and to borrow, any time the
urge to pick up a good book occurs.

Lending Library
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by Jeanie Wilks

Harriet Beecher Stowe, as the
author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, was
allegedly referred to by Abraham
Lincoln as “the little woman who
wrote the book that made this great
war,” a statement that was never
confirmed in spite of widespread
usage on the Internet.

However, many do not realize that
this little woman made Duval County
in Northeastern Florida her winter
home. 

Harriet Beecher Stowe came to
Duval County, Florida, in 1866 to help
her son Frederick as he began his
cotton farm at Laurel Grove (present
day Orange Park) in Clay County,
Florida. As they rowed across the St.
John’s River to pick up their mail in
Mandarin, Harriet Beecher Stowe
began to fall in love with Northeastern

Florida and in 1867, she made
Mandarin her winter home. 

In 1873, Stowe wrote, “I came to
Florida the year after the war and held
property in Duval County ever since.
In all this time, I have not received
even an incivility from any native
Floridian.”  

Her winter home was on the St.
John’s River east of the present-day
Mandarin Community Center. Her
husband, Calvin, hosted and taught
Bible study groups at the house.
Harriet was active in the local
community helping organize the
Episcopal Church of Our Saviour and
with her daughters, organized plays
and performed in local theater.

Oranges from the Stowes’ grove in
Mandarin were shipped North and her
stories about Mandarin were published
in Northern periodicals. Later, these
articles were compiled into a book
“Palmetto Leaves” which was
published in 1872. 

Stowe’s articles about Mandarin
embraced the Southern charm that
captivated Harriet Beecher Stowe, and
are often credited with helping grow
the Florida tourist industry because of
her enchanting descriptions of the
Spanish moss draped along the vast
branches of ancient live oak trees, the
fragrance of the orange blossoms
which drifted on the breezes, and the
temperate winter weather. 

In 1884, when the Stowes made
their last journey from Mandarin back
to the North, due to her husband’s
deteriorating health, Harriet requested
that the Episcopal Church of Our
Saviour install a window to her
husband’s honor on the river side of
the church.  In 1916, such a window
was commissioned to Louis Comfort
Tiffany.

The window depicted the view
that the Stowes had from their front
porch, including live oak trees draped
with Spanish Moss and the St. John’s
River. Unfortunately, the window was
destroyed in 1964 when a tree fell
through it during Hurricane Dora. A
display portraying the window and
archived fragments can be viewed at
the Mandarin Museum.

It is said, also, that Harriet
Beecher Stowe worked to encourage
the Freedman’s Bureau to build a
school in Mandarin. 

During this same era,
1866, the Sisters of St.
Joseph had established
schools for African-
Americans in Mandarin,
instructing children by day,
and adults in the evenings. 

By 1889, the Sisters of
St. Joseph were able to
build a one-room school
house. This effort by the
community and the

petitioning of the government by the
freed men led the way to public
schools in Florida for all children. 

The original one-room school
house, originally located at the corner
of Old St Augustine Road and Loretto
Road, was moved several times, and
most recently was moved to Walter
Jones Historical Park on Mandarin
Road where it was dedicated as a
museum.

Harriet Beecher Stowe

by Melissa Settles

The Christ the King FSA has already been busy this school year and
has so much to share with you! For those who don’t already know, FSA
stands for the Family and School Association. Unlike other schools, there
are no dues or fees to join. Instead, each family member is automatically
an FSA member when their student is enrolled in CTK.

This year our Board has seen quite a few changes. First, we have a
new FSA President, Regina Joiner, who was last year’s Vice-President.
Her replacement, as Vice-President, is Chelsie Pierce. We also have
another new face to our Board, Cindy Lankenau, our new Treasurer. Next,
this writer and third year Secretary is Melissa Settles. Lastly, Colleen
Webb, is returning as our Volunteer Coordinator and Head Room Mom.

We have already started our very full calendar of events for this school
year! For instance, over the summer, we held multiple Used Uniform
Sales. Then, parents were greeted by FSA Board members at School
Orientation before classes started. We also hosted lunch during
Orientation, along with the Knights of Columbus! We would like to again
thank them for contributing the hamburgers and hot dogs, and for cooking
as well! Plus, we had our annual Boo-Hoo Breakfast on the first day of
school for all parents after they said “Goodbye” and sent their child(ren)
off to school. Then, we rounded out the month of August with our first
FSA school-wide event, Movie Night, where we screened The Incredibles
in the Kingdome! Families brought camp chairs, blankets, pillows, etc.,
and watched the movie together while enjoying a pizza dinner.

Our upcoming events calendar is just as jam packed! Our first FSA
Meeting will be on September 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the Media Center, where
we will discuss needs for volunteers, the budget, upcoming events, and
where your FSA dollars are going. In the fall, FSA is going to host Trunk
or Treat on October 25th. That event will be followed by the Middle
School Dance later that evening. We will have other festivities centered
around those events, but those details won’t be divulged until the meeting!
Then, on November 8, CTK will hold our first Poker Tournament
Fundraiser at Best Bet Regency. All CTK Parishioners are invited to both
events and encouraged to attend. In addition, on our calendar, we have

events that are longstanding traditions, like events in Catholic Schools
Week in January and the Father-Daughter Dance in February, as well as
new traditions, like our Silent Auction in the spring and the Mother-Son
Luau in May.

One of our goals that we are constantly trying to work on and improve
upon is a sense of community between the Church and School. We are
aware this is something the Church community strives for as well. FSA
events are one way we aim to do so. Our events are open to the entire
Christ the King Parish, not only to the school community. This year, along
with our usual event planning and fundraising goals, we strive to increase
awareness, participation, and ultimately attendance by Church members
at our events to increase that sense of community between church and
school. That means, stay tuned for more information about how you can
become involved with your parish school through the Family and School
Association!

Family and School Association (FSA)
Looking at the Year Ahead

From left to right, Chelsie Pierce, Cindy Lankenau, Regina Joiner, Melissa
Settles, and Colleen Webb.



by Carol-Ann Black

You all know that I have desert-
ed my Jacksonville clan and gone
north to be nearer to members of
my family clan. I know that I shall
be happy here, but I surely do miss
you all.

First, I want to give fair warn-
ing to anyone contemplating a sim-
ilar move.  It is not for the faint of
heart.  Without my daughters’ help
packing me out of Jax and then into
Cumming, I don’t know how things
would have worked out.  

Thank goodness that in general
we speak the same language.  Folks
are friendly and welcoming.  But
did you ever realize that folks here
in Georgia don’t say ATlanTa?
They say Alanna. And I don’t hear
many “y’alls.”  Wonder why.
Perhaps everybody else is from
someplace else too.  And those who
are indeed from someplace else are
all in a hurry to get back there
NOW on Route 20 or The 400
(SR400).  

I have managed to find my way
to places to deal with my driver’s
license and new license plates.  The
library isn’t far and is quite fabu-
lous.  Most importantly, I now real-
ize that my new parish is closer to
my home than I had originally
thought. Church of the Good
Shepherd in Cumming has been
welcoming and friendly—-with
considerably more families than I
had expected. Happily there is a
Council of Catholic Women, but
alas, no Courier. Just a bulletin.
Sigh.

I must admit that this evening
(8/28) my loyalty in the realm of
sports was severely tested.  The
Braves, my new home team, played
the Tampa Bay Rays, who were as
close as I could get to a home team
in Florida.  I was sad to see the
Rays break their eight-game win-
ning streak, but glad that Atlanta
came through in the end.  As for
football, no team will replace the
Jaguars and you would be surprised
at how many Jags tee shirts and
hats you see around.  By the way,
how are the Jumbo Shrimp and
how was the Christ the King night
at the ballpark?  

Tomorrow I will fly to
Pittsburgh for the CCW national
convention being held this Labor
Day weekend. I am tempted to rant
about the timing of the event, but
will restrain myself and simply
look forward to seeing diocesan
and Christ the King friends there.
Happiness is long-time friends
nearby, even just for a short while. 
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Foreign Correspondence
Move to the North

What Do You Know About the
New Courier Editor?

by Cynthia Surles

What would you like to know?
I was born in the very small his-
toric town of Placentia in
Newfoundland, Canada. Our town
was predominately Catholic and I
attended Sacred Heart Church, a
very short walk from my home. I
attended adjacent schools run by
the Presentation Sisters who
resided in the attached convent.
After marriage, I moved from the
snow of Placentia to the sun in
Homestead, Florida. Co-inciden-
tally, my church in Homestead was also called Sacred Heart Church.

When my company transferred me to Jacksonville in 1984,  I told the
realtor I wanted to be close to a Catholic Church. The first time I attend-
ed Christ the King I immediately felt welcomed and have been attending
ever since. Both my older children, Kim (Eddy) Hanapel and Chad Eddy,
attended Christ the King School. Later, my third child, Bradley Surles,
attended for a few years before being homeschooled. You’ll see him
standing beside me, usually at the 11:00 a.m. Mass.

My volunteer work over the years has been in Girl Guides, Girl
Scouts, and as Cub Scout mom. Bell South and the Telephone Pioneers
encouraged their employees and retirees to volunteer and I did a lot of sin-
gle event activities, many of which I’ve forgotten. Some of them were:
ushering at the Florida Theatre, picking up trash on the beach, releasing
balloons for the opening of the Landing.  I also volunteered at Regency
Library, shelving books, answering questions and helping people with the
card catalog. (Remember the card catalog, boys and girls of yesteryear?)
That may be extinct, but I am still a member of the Friends of the
Jacksonville Library. After I remarried in 1992, my husband, Todd, and I
used to pack, tote, and arrange boxes of books for the big library sales at
the Jacksonville Fairgrounds. Now all the books stay at the University
Park Library and the sales are conducted there. The next big sale is in
January, by the way.

As a single mom of two young children and responsible for a home,
yardwork, and vehicles when I came to Jacksonville, it wasn’t always
easy to find time to volunteer, especially since I ferried my children back
and forth to their dad and grandparents in Homestead on many a week-
end. My in-laws were still part of my family.

Judy Kosiolek, who was church secretary during Father (now Bishop)
Baker’s time as pastor, helped him found the Courier. She was the first
editor of the Courier, and at a Time and Talent Show discovered I could
proofread. She invited me to join the Courier staff. That was 18 years ago,
and I’ve never looked back. Judy eventually retired and Carol-Ann Black
took over but she has now retired also and “passed the torch.”

I’ve enjoyed every year I’ve spent working on the paper. I’ve taken
photos, written stories and of course, proofread. I appreciate the opportu-
nity to be the editor of the Courier and to continue with its mission and
am happy to now include my husband among the great staff of volunteers
that make the Courier a reality. When you send stories and/or photos to
ckcourier@gmail.com, he’ll be the one that opens them and starts the
process for the next issue. Keep those stories coming!

Another Gift from God

by Charm I. Saults

Each day we are greeted by daylight or sunshine
Slowly chasing away the darkness of night
Illuminating our bedrooms coaxing us to open our eyes
Peeking around the curtains or through the shades
Greeting us with another wonderful day
It is another gift from God
Waking the birds so they can sing to us
Making the flowers smile and the dew disappear
Brightening the world around us
Daylight and sunshine to warm our hearts
Shining on the beauty which surrounds us
It is another gift from God
Waiting just outside our doors daylight and sunshine
Will be there to greet us to start a new day with the 
Anticipation building within knowing a new adventure
Is just a step or two away 
We take a deep breath and out we go knowing
It is another gift from God

This space is blank because we didn’t receive your article.

Please write it for the next issue.

Article deadline is November 21.
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by Nick Klepac, GK

K’Cees’ Bunco Night - Another
great Bunco night was held
Saturday, July 14, at 6:30 p.m. with
the next one scheduled for
November 17. This event is open to
everyone. Come out and join us for
Bunco. Over 59 million people
play this game yearly. Bunco is a
social dice game involving 100%
luck and no skill, although we have
a few regular players that would
disagree! You must call and reserve
a seat to play, and for dinner. Cost
is $10 per person. Please call
Bernie at 904-608-5136. 

Road Cleanup - The Knights,
under the direction of Mike Stirna,
conducted the monthly road
cleanup on Lone Star Road (second
Saturday of each month). We meet
monthly at the parking lot of St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church at the
corner of Lone Star Road and
Carlotta Road at 8:00 a.m. Come
out and help us keep our communi-
ty clean.

Walk for Life - The Knights and
other members from Christ the
King walk and pray each Monday
at 8:30 a.m. in front of the abortion
clinic on University Boulevard,
weather permitting. Come join us
and let our pro-life voice be heard. 

Knights of the Brotherly Care -
Knights meet at Resurrection and
Christ the King (alternating
months) on the first Saturday to
attend Mass. They then distribute
Holy Eucharist and/or provide fel-
lowship to our fellow
Knights/spouses who are unable to
attend Mass or are homebound. If
you know of a brother
Knight/spouse in need please con-
tact Dennis Scobie at 904-535-
8205 or email at
md12848@yahoo.com. 

First Friday Masses - The Knights
host a First Friday Mass each
month at our hall on Arlington
Expressway. All are welcome to
join us. Mass starts at 6:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by a potluck dinner. Please
bring a favorite dish to share.

K of C Hosted Father Boddie’s 40th
Anniversary as a Priest Family Picnic -
Fun was had by all as we celebrated
Father Boddie’s priesthood milestone,
May 28. We barbequed chicken, hamburg-
ers and hot dogs, played games and
watched Father open gifts and cards.
Congratulations Father Boddie! 

Squires Spaghetti Dinner -
The Squires held their annu-
al charity spaghetti dinner at
the council hall, May 19.
Thank you to all sponsors
and diners for helping them
raise $580 for charity.
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We are Knights
Serving Christ the King and Resurrection Catholic Churches

K’Cees’ Baby Shower - The K’Cees held their first annual baby
shower June 3 for the Inn Ministry. The K’Cees collected and con-
tributed all sorts of baby gifts to help prenatal and postpartum
mothers in a crisis. Additionally, the K’Cees donated a car seat to
the Inn Ministry to allow them to take babies back and forth to
medical appointments. A special donation of a changing table was
provided by Staci/Mike Duncan and Nick/Bernie Klepac. For more
information about this wonderful ministry, please visit their web
site: www.innministry.org

K of C Annual Charity Golf
Tournament - The tournament was held
Sunday, June 10, 2:00 p.m. at Blue Sky
Golf Club. Awards and prizes were pre-
sented at Miller’s Ale House at
Regency. We raised $10,280 to help
support our Arlington area community
charities. A very big thanks to our spon-
sors and participants. 

Major upcoming events open to all parishioners: 

Corporate Communion - The Knights and families
attend their corporate communion each quarter at
Christ the King. It is a wonderful opportunity for all
Knights to attend Mass together with their families.
Our corporate communions are also our way of giv-
ing to our fellow parishioners by including a free
meal after Mass. The next corporate communions is
February 9 at the 4:00 p.m. vigil Mass (BBQ dinner
served).

K of C Hosts Jaguars Away Game Tailgate Parties
- The Knights host a tailgate party at our council hall
each away game, including the playoffs. We provide
hot dogs; you bring the snacks and side dishes.
BYOB (setups will be provided).  Go to the
www.council4727.com website schedule for dates
and times.

PB&Js for St. Francis Soup Kitchen - December
28, 6:00 p.m. at the council hall. All are welcome to
help us make over 600 sandwiches for our homeless
brothers and sisters.

FSA Orientation

Teacher’s Breakfast
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by Lucille Guzzone
No one actually knows the specific

date of the birth of our Lord. The
assigned date is an arbitrary one.
During the third century, theologians
chose the time based perhaps on the
reign of Herod the king, or maybe on a
natural occurrence, or a time when
sheep were in the fields. But we do
know that Christ was indeed born, and
that according to our ancient tradition,
we celebrate His coming into this
world on December 25. So, on that
date we honor the true meaning of
Christmas, the glorious time of our
Savior, and the deep spirituality and
peace of that moment.

However, on July 29, 2018, Sue and
Bruce Pastorini, decided to celebrate the
Holy Day by opening their home to friends,
allowing them the opportunity to enjoy the
spirit of Christmas in the middle of the
summer. Guests were asked to come in
holiday attire and to bring a gift for
exchange. So there was plenty of red and
green and jingle bell jewelry! The
festivities were accompanied by Christmas
Carols being played in the background.
Refreshments were served, and the gifts
were exchanged.

However, the gift portion of the party was rather humorous as it was
a Chinese Swap. So, if one chose a larger
number, he or she had the opportunity to
take away someone else’s gift. Needless
to say, friendships were “strained” as
certain more desirable gifts were
“ripped” out of people’s arms. Hiding the
gift was not allowed, although that was
attempted quite a few times! It was all in
fun, and, all in all, it was a joyous time.
Guests were grateful to Sue and Bruce for

giving
them
a n
extra
d a y
t o
enjoy the blessings of friendship and
togetherness which are truly a major
part of the Christmas celebration.

by Annie Sabatino
The June meeting of the Queens and Kings was a surprise “Brown Bag Lunch” theme. Each

member brought in a brown bag lunch and put it on the front table.
Everyone received a ticket as they came in and when their number was called they went up

to pick a bag lunch of their choice. Some of the lunch bags had fruit and a dessert in addition
to a sandwich, and were enjoyed by all.  Drinks were provided.

Barbara Hanuscin brought in brochures of local and national parks nearby for members to
enjoy visiting during the summer if they so chose.

Officers for next year are:
President...................Susan Roche
Vice President..........Georgette Shalley
Secretary...................Debbie Early
Acting Treasurer.......Barbara Hanuscin

The next meeting will be on Sunday, October 14 at 1:00 p.m.
All seniors (age 50 and over) are welcome.

Queens and Kings

Christmas in July

by Sandy Hill

In our busy world, it takes a family commitment to make
Religious Education a priority.  We would love to help families educate
their children in our Catholic Faith.  It’s not too late to bring your first
through eight grader to Christ the King Religious Education classes.
We meet every Wednesday evening from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  We’d love
to see you there.

Our staff this year includes:

Nati Rivera Grade 1
Shannon Griffin Grade 2
Millie Cabrera Grade 3
Mary White Grade 4
Sarah Witt Grade 5
Mario Rivera Grade 6
Father Boddie Grade 7
Raine Araya Grade 8
Sandy Hill Director of Religious Education

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me and do not prevent them;
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

Matthew, Chapter 19: 14

Religious Education News!!

by Bernie Klepac

Do you Shoparoo? Turn your shopping receipts into donations for
our school! If you have a smart phone, you can help our school. Using
the camera on your smart phone, take a picture of the receipt when you
buy something. That’s it, taking a photo of the receipt when you buy
almost ANYTHING, you can help support Christ the King Catholic
School! 

The first step to effortless giving to our school is to download the
Shoparoo app from Apple Store or Google Play Store to your smart
phone. Tap to install, and open it and it will ask for what school do you
want to support. Locate Christ the King Catholic School, Jacksonville,
Florida. You can start supporting our parish school, right away. You can
even select which classroom or student you would like to tribute your
submissions to be attached. The classrooms could compete for the most
points or tickets. In lieu of points, tickets are received and submitted
each month for a thousand dollar drawing. All the Shoparoo schools are
entered into the monthly drawing. In addition, once our school
accumulates 25,000 points, a check is issued to Christ the King Catholic
School. So when you buy something, no matter what, tap the Shoparoo
app, click camera, take a photo of your receipt and click done; This is
a free and easy way to contribute to the school year round with  little
effort on your part needed. So, the question is, will you Shoparoo?
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TThhee PPaassssiinngg PPaarraaddee

Father Boddie’s40th anniversary

Sunday with Scampi

Bishop Thanh visits CTK

CTK
at the Jumbo Shrimp

game
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By Adriana Giles

- Are you looking for a girl’s scouting group for your daughter? 
- Do you want your daughter to make more friends and gain
confidence?
- Do you want your daughter to expand her understanding of
her faith?

We have the group for you!

American Heritage Girls is a scouting national character
development organization for young women age 5-18 that embraces
Christian values and encourages family involvement. Here at Christ the
King we make it Christian Catholic.

Who can join? Any girl ages 5 to 18.  
The CTK AHG troop 1125 has the privilege of being comprised of

girls from Christ the King, Holy Spirit, Assumption, Resurrection,
Immaculate Conception and home schooling.  

Our Mission is: “Building women of integrity through service to
God, family, community and country.”

We participate in various activities and fundraisers including:
National Service Day, father/daughter event, cleaning the CTK Grotto
twice a year, Rosary precessions, Catholic outdoor adventure, camping,
mother/daughter event, Lenten service project, and of course earning
badges through the school year.  

Meet CTK AHG troop 1125

We meet every other Monday on the CTK campus. 
For more information please contact:
Rita Burge, Troop Treasure 
email: ritaerin26@mac.com 

American Heritage Girls (AHG)
Troop 1125

CKCCW Announcement
Christ the King Council of Catholic Women invites everyone

in our parish community to join us.
Oct. 6-21 Children Matter campaign. Donate school
supplies to Arlington area public elementary schools.
Boxes will be in the gathering area.

Oct. 6 Parish-wide rosary procession followed by a
reception.

More information will be in the CTK Bulletin.

Our Lady of Good
Counsel, Pray for Us
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by Adriana Giles

Welcome to a new
year at Christ the
King Catholic
School!!! 

The teachers of
CTK would like to
thank all the parish-
ioners for their gener-
ous support and con-
tributions to the wish-
ing well. If you still
want to contribute
something, please
stop by the CTK
school office. Thank
you!!

We have a spec-
tacular year ahead of
us, our STEM (sci-

ence, technology, engineering and math) Coordinator, Mrs. Gagnon, will
continue running the CTK Engineering Lab. We will have new projects
and engineering curriculums for the entire school. Also our middle school
will be working on their Universal Mission this year - running water. We
are all very excited! 

On July 11, Christ the King School Athletics Department with St.
Vincent’s Mobile Health Outreach Ministry held their second event. We
engaged the Arlington community, as well as our school and parish fam-
ilies, letting them know that no-cost school and sports physicals were
available as well as select immunizations. In addition to the medical serv-
ices, the school held a used uniform sale. Our parents always appreciate
a deal. As always, our event turned out to be very successful thanks to all
of the help from our volunteers. Our goal in the school Athletic
Department is to hold this event annually and continue to reach out to the
community around us.

CTK School – News

by Adriana Giles

We are excited to announce that some new teachers and staff have
joined the CTK family this new school year!

Mrs. Lauren Valot will be teaching third grade. She has been teaching
early education for some years. Lauren came to us from Virginia
Beach. Her husband is in the military and they have two girls that are
going to our CTK Child Care Center.

Mr. Jarrod Gasper will be teaching middle school Social Studies and
Religion. He majored in religion at St. Leon University and he worked
at St. Francis Catholic High School for two years. 

Mrs. Karen Cox will be our Media Center Specialist. She has a degree
in English. Karen was the Media center teacher at Holy Family
Catholic School in Jacksonville for 11 years. Karen also taught at
CTK two years ago, she was our reading specialist for first grade. Last
year she was teaching at GRASP Academy.

Mr. Ian Wallinger will be teaching Physical Education to the entire
school. He is new to Jacksonville and he is a military husband.  He
was previously teaching at the Mother of God School, a Catholic
school in Maryland.  His daughter is attending Bishop Kenny this
school year.

Mrs. Bobie Rountree will be our Reading Specialist for second grade.
She has a master degree in reading.

Mrs. Joann Fowler will be our Reading Specialist for first grade. She
taught at CTK for 38 years; she retired last year, but we are happy she
is coming back to help our kids with reading. 

Mrs. Amanda McCook will be our Guidance Counselor. She was a guid-
ance counselor in Baker County.  Amanda also owns a dance studio in
town. She has two daughters that are in Catholic schools.

Mrs. Liz Negron will be our CTK Office Administrative Assistant. She
will be helping our Business Manager and will be in charge of the
administrative part of RenWeb*.  Liz has two daughters that attend
Christ the King.  

Mrs. Laura Meehan will be our Athletic Director. She is an alumnus of
Christ the King Catholic School and Bishop Kenny. Laura has three
children, two are attending Christ the King and her oldest graduated
from CTK last school year. She has always been involved at school
and her two older children participate in various sports at CTK.

*RenWeb, a FACTS-owned company, helps 4,000 schools manage infor-
mation, automate administrative processes and improve communications
with parents through RenWeb’s integrated suite of school management
products and services.

New Faces
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by Al Martin

The Courier newspaper contained
an article written by Deacon David
MacNamara some years ago
about the Grotto which sought
to inform readers of its
origin, etc. Over the years
it concerned me that the
full story of the effort to
build the grotto had not
been told. This article is
an attempt to recognize
the efforts of those
parishioners, who saw the
grotto into reality, but didn’t

receive the much-deserved
recognition in the first article. 
Let me begin by stating that the

parish’s Holy Name Society (HNS)
in the early 1960s took on the responsibility of erecting the
Grotto. When Peter Conlin, Sr. was HNS president the statue
of Our Lady was purchased and placed on a block foundation.
Later, HNS member Bob Mathews had the 15-foot flagpole
erected along with two floodlights on top across the sidewalk
and in front of the statue. The lights were connected to a timer
and would come on at night illuminating the statue of Our
Lady.

When I became president of the HNS in the early 1960s,
I resolved to complete the work of the Grotto. Deacon Dave
MacNamara was the Society’s public relations man. He had
met a new parishioner named Tom O’Brien who had recently
moved to Jacksonville from Orlando. Dave gave me Tom’s
telephone number and Tom and I discussed plans for
completing the grotto. A few weeks later Tom finished a
design of what he thought the Grotto should look like.

Fred David, a parishioner who owned a concrete
company, supplied us with the chipped block we needed to
form the semicircle around the statue. Using the chipped
block, parishioners Max Shanks and his son, Michael,
stepped up and laid the walls.

Bob Harris was a Duval County commissioner (this was
before City-County consolidation in 1968) whose wife was a
member of Christ the King. Bob, a non-Catholic, was
“enlisted” by this wife to help the effort and, as if by magic,
several free truckloads of fill-dirt arrived on site! Guy Senesac, a
parishioner who owned a small demolition company, was kind enough to
bulldoze the fill-dirt around the statue.

Fred David stepped forward again and provided the concrete needed
for the surface in front of the statue. I learned to work concrete in bare feet
from Christ the King custodian Rufus Hardy. God had Rufus come by just
as the concrete truck was about to dump its load. Being the only one there
to that point I figured that all I’d have to do was use a two by four to
smooth the top of the concrete and then it would dry. Thank God for
Rufus’s expertise!

Tom O’Brien’s sales job took him all over Florida. During his travels
he spotted boulders of coquina rock in an Ocala horse-farm field. Because
the rocks were a danger to disabling their horses, the owner gave Tom
permission to remove as many as he wanted. Needing a truck, we
contacted parishioner Fred Wheeler who worked for a truck rental firm.
Fred, Tom, and I drove to Ocala and loaded the truck with the coquina.

When we got the rocks in front of the statue it was decided that the
rocks were too bulky and didn’t fit the décor Tom had envisioned. No
problem. The Sisters of St. Joseph, residents of the convent next door to
the Grotto, asked for some of the rocks for their garden. After the Sisters
vacated the convent the rocks disappeared. Tom said he learned they were
buried in back of the statue!

The large azaleas that are in the back of the Grotto came from a
residence in Riverside. We really used our muscles in digging them up,
loading them, and then re-planting them.

Lastly, I approached a parishioner, Buddy Costello, who was a
salesman for a stone and tile company, to see if he could get some lava
rock to provide a more suitable facing for the Grotto. It was at this time
my job relocated me to Orlando for a year. When I returned the facing was
done and a fountain trickled water from the feet of Our Lady.   

Later, on a Sunday morning after Mass, parishioners and Third
District U. S. Congressman Charles Bennett gathered at the completed
Grotto. Congressman Bennett was the guest speaker. After his remarks the
Grotto was formally dedicated to Our Lady and a marble plaque
recognizing Tom
O’Brien’s contributions
was placed.

During this time the
Capitol Building in
Washington, D.C., was
being renovated and free
stones from the old
structure were available
for donation. But once
again Tom O’Brien’s
design would not
accommodate the
congressman’s offer.
Deacon Dave politely
declined the offer. I’m
sure Tom O’Brien
agreed.

Most of the people
mentioned in this article
have gone on to their
heavenly reward.
However, while on this
earth, they, like many
other Christ the King
parishioners over the
past 62 years, performed mighty deeds. Remember them when you pass
by the Grotto or participate in an event on its grounds.

“And that, my friends, is the rest of the story! Good day!”

The Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes
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