
by Paul Ghiotto

Actually, it isn’t but you already knew that, right? Now that
I have your attention, allow me a minute or two so I can tell
you about Nocturnal Adoration which has been an active
ministry for over 56 years at Christ the King. It was initially
started by Christ the King’s founding pastor, Father Thomas
Larkin. For the past 42 years, the chapter has met for adoration
in the church’s Sacred Heart
Chapel.
The idea of an hour before the

Blessed Sacrament hearkens back
to the time when Christ, Peter and
the two sons of Zebedee were in the
Garden of Gethsemane the night
before He was crucified. When
Christ came back to the three, after
he had spent some time away
praying alone, he found them sound
asleep. After rousing them, He
asked Peter, “So, could you not
watch with me one hour? Watch
and pray that you may not enter
into temptation; the spirit indeed is
willing but the flesh is weak.”
(Matt. 26.40-41)
Since 1962, there have been

eight bands which rotated their
adoration hours from 10:00 p.m.
the first Friday of each month to
6:00 a.m. the next morning. In
2002, the hours were extended on
Saturday morning from 6:00 to
8:00 a.m. to coordinate the
traditional closing Benediction
service with the 8:15 Mass on Saturday morning. 
Due to a number of reasons our chapter’s numbers have

thinned. Some hours during the night have had only one
person in adoration. Thus, the chapter has decided to forego
the long-standing tradition of “monthly rotating” hours and
replace it with bands which will not rotate but stay in a fixed
hour.
As in the past, members who elect to not be part of an

organized band can choose the hour they desire between the

hours of 6:00 p.m. and midnight on Friday night to sit and pray
with the Lord. This is followed by a six-hour time slot between
midnight and 6:00 a.m. which will – beginning in September
- be covered by designated society members on a monthly
basis. The 6:00 to 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. periods on
Saturday morning are convenient for those people who can’t
make a nightly hour, or are confined to a certain time frame
due to family or work requirements. 

Nocturnal Adoration is kind of
like the Rotary Club – but without
the demerits! Come when you can!
God understands! Longtime band
members tend to become good
friends and share many events in
their lives beyond Nocturnal
Adoration.
Like so many of Christ the King

ministries, the strength of the
ministry lies in its members.
Nocturnal Adoration is probably
the simplest but easily the most
important ministry in which a
person can belong. If a person can
join only one ministry why not try
Nocturnal Adoration? Prayer and
meditation haven’t killed anyone
yet! 
Just as the recruiting poster for

the seminary always says, “There’s
always room for one more!” Won’t
you consider joining us next
month? 
The next nocturnal adoration

weekend is September 6-7. Please
consider joining the local chapter of

the Nocturnal Adoration Society. Without additional support
from Catholic members of our community the chapter may not
survive.
I look forward to answer any questions about Nocturnal

Adoration. I can be contacted at 727-5040 or at
paulghiotto@hotmail.com. 
Thank you!

Volume 22, Issue 2 August 2019

Inside this issue of Christ the King Courier:

The Sky Is Falling! The Sky Is Falling!

C O U R I E RC O U R I E R

Sixty-fifth Anniversary of CTK
Remembering Friends
Ministry Dinner

A Few Words ... (Carol-Ann Black)
Filipino Ministry
Vietnamese Happenings

page .....   13
page .....   14
page .....   20

page .....   6 - 7
page .....   8 - 9
page ..... 10 - 11 



Page 2 Christ the King Courier August 2019

Father Boddie’s  Message

Christ the
King Courier

742 N. Arlington Road
Jacksonville, FL 32211
Phone: (904) 724-0080

Email: CKCourier@gmail.com
Publisher:

Father James R. Boddie, Jr.

Managing Editor:
Cynthia Surles

Photographer
Bill Coppedge

The mission of  Christ the King Courier is to provide our Christ The King Family with information and news regarding our faith and
parish ministries. The goal is to share information, happenings, and stories that abound within the ministries of our parish in the hope
that people can use this information to bring them closer to God and our parish church family. Wisdom and enlightenment are two
of  God's many gifts, and through Christ the King Courier parishioners can share in the joy, love, and fellowship of Christ the King
Parish. Our desire is to serve our God, share his message of love and hope with all, and to encourage others to spread the message
of the Gospel of Christ.

As the official publication of our parish family, Christ the King Courier sees the reading from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians as
exemplifying the content and character of this publication.  

"As the chosen of God, then, the holy people whom He loves, you are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility,
gentleness and patience.  Bear with one another; forgive each other if one of you has a complaint against another.  The Lord has
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, put on love, the perfect bond. And may the peace of Christ reign in
your hearts, because it is for this that you were called together in one body." Colossians 3:12-15.

The Christ the King Courier is a quarterly newspaper published by Christ the King Catholic Church. Publisher reserves the right to
refuse articles, poetry, advertisements, etc. contrary to paper's policy and standards. Publisher reserves the right to edit all materials
submitted for publication.

This year Christ the King Parish will be celebrating its 65th anniversary as a parish. I’d like for us
as a parish to focus once again on the Christ the King Mission statement that gives us a point of
reference.

The mission statement of Christ the King Parish is at the top of every church bulletin and reads as
follows:

“The Mission of our Faith Community is to help each other experience Christ as the center of
our lives and thereby know we are destined for eternal life with God. As such, we journey together
as a welcoming Catholic Community centering on the Eucharist and Stewardship as a way of life.
We trust that the Spirit of Christ will empower us to achieve this Mission.”
The mission statement of the parish describes what we as a faith community can achieve in living

out our Catholic faith.
We reflect on the years past and we look at how Christ the King responded to the needs of the faith

community at that time. Christ the King School, Morning Star School and the Early Learning Center
have all grown and improved. The ministries of St. Vincent de Paul, Legion of Mary, CKCCW, the
Knights, and so many other ministries are standing strong but can use more help. As we now look at the
present, and plan for the future, the same question is asked of the faith community in 2019 and onward:
how are we helping each other “experience Christ as the center of our lives and thereby”
knowing “we are destined for eternal life with God?”

We need to look at ways to increase the lived experience of our Catholic faith; what are new ways
to invite families, parents, children, youth, young adults, single or married, mature adults and our senior
Catholic population.

We want to enhance our religious education process not just for our parish youth, but for parents,
teenagers, young adults and children in both our Catholic and public sectors.

“We journey together as a welcoming Catholic Community centering on the Eucharist and
Stewardship as a way of life.”

We will continue to improve on being that welcoming community. No one should be a stranger. We come from various cultural experiences and
those experiences enrich the faith community.

The focus and the center of Christ the King faith community is the Eucharist; when we gather to celebrate, and participate in the Mass, we celebrate
the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist.

Jesus feeds us, reconciles us, empowers us and sends us forth to do his work. That is what it means to live a stewardship way of life. How do we
use our Time, Talents and Treasures (gifts) to give praise and glory to God? How do we use our resources to take care of our Church, families and
ourselves?

“We trust that the Spirit of Christ will empower us to achieve this mission.”
We are people of prayer; we are a people who are called by the Lord to work for the Lord. We cannot do it by ourselves; the Spirit of Christ will

empower us to achieve this mission.
The work of Jesus Christ is never finished. He calls us to not be lazy or indifferent in our faith. He calls us to be “Missionary Disciples.” He calls

us to be actively involved Catholics, not passive or lukewarm Catholics.
As we will celebrate the 65th anniversary of Christ the King Parish, now is the time to respond to the call of the Lord Jesus Christ to continue to

build up the parish community. Not in a ministry already? Pick one that appeals to you, and join it NOW. Participating in a ministry will strengthen
your faith, make you feel better, set a good example for others, bring you new friends, and help others, while benefitting yourself also. This does not
have to be a permanent or every-week duty. While many of our parishioners are in several ministries, you may have family obligations that take a lot
of time. But if you have time for vacations, sports and other activities, surely you can give some of that time to helping your church community.
Everyone has skills and/or talents to share. Why not share yours?

CTK PARISH MISSION September 21-25
The Reverend Bruce Nieli, evangelist with the Paulist Fathers and Missionary of Mercy,

and appointed by Pope Francis, will be leading our Parish Mission. 

Father Bruce will be at all of the Masses September 21-22. 
The mission talk schedule will be as follows:

Monday, September 23: 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, September 24: 10:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday, September 25: 10:00 a.m., 6:30 p.m. and a Spanish mission talk at 7:30 p.m.

The CTK Mission is free and open to all. Our Stewardship Committee will host a meet
and greet reception after Monday evening’s talk. 

All other meetings at Christ the King will be canceled this week so that all may
participate in this spiritual enrichment experience. 



by Cynthia Surles

As you look through this latest
issue, you’ll notice you may not be
able to read all of it. Some of the words are in a different language. You
don’t have to worry about missing out though, because the English ver-
sion is right there beside it or below it. 

Christ the King is a parish with a lot of diversity. We want to embrace
and be proud of that diversity and continue to learn from it. I hope you
had a chance to go to the Multicultural Ministry Festival on July 14. The
Mass at 11:00 a.m. had singers from the various cultures, and the dinner
after the Mass exposed you to more. See the photos in this issue. Also in
this issue, you will see articles about both Vietnamese and Filipino hap-
penings.

Have you ever been to a foreign country and felt a little lost because
you didn’t speak the local language? The food and customs are different
too. Imagine what it’s like for immigrants to our country who are trying
to learn the language. English is a hard language to learn because there
are so many contradictions, lots of rules, and lots of exceptions to those
rules. Words spelled the same can have different pronunciations or mean-
ings. Is “bass” a fish or a musical instrument? Multi-syllable words can
change meaning by placing stress on a different syllable such as “pro-
duce” or “desert.” Did you realize that when you add “over” as a prefix
to “see” (oversee) and “look” (overlook) it gives the new words an oppo-
site meaning. And let’s not mention the confusion from words like
pineapple or hamburger, or the past tenses of irregular verbs.

Even the rules we grew up learning, “’I’ before ‘e,’ except after ‘c,’
or as sounded like ‘a’ as in neighbor and weigh” are not helpful with
words like science, beige or efficient. And hundreds of others! We were
so proud to use that mnemonic in school but there are a lot of exceptions
that must be learned as you go. That’s one of the reasons teachers drill
you on spelling words in school. Foreign language speakers don’t have
that advantage. 

So, if someone is struggling with the language, let them know you
understand and try to help. And SMILE! People feel better when you
smile at them.

On a different note, read Paul Ghiotto’s article on the 65th anniver-
sary of our parish. We have grown and we should be proud, as well as
thankful, to those who started it all.
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Courier Guidelines Notice

Readers, you may notice in this and other issues of the Courier cer-
tain inconsistencies in rules for capitalization  regarding God, the
Bible, gospel quotes. The reason for this is that, when we use direct
quotes from other sources, we cannot make any changes.  Therefore,
if  His, He, Him referring to Jesus, God, or the Holy Spirit are not
capitalized in the original, we do not “correct” them.

Editor’s 
Corner

by Nancy Smith

Chad Allen is no stranger
to vocational discernment.
Chad is a 38-year-old man
who first came to L’Arche in
2009 as a live-in assistant.
Many people around Christ
the King Parish know him
and see him at daily Mass in
the church. He has a gentle
but charismatic personality
and his long hair and beard
are hard to miss. Chad is
leaving L’Arche Jacksonville
to join a community of
Capuchin Franciscans in
Colorado. Chad was born and
raised in Ohio. His spiritual
journey has taken him to
California, Kentucky, and
Pennsylvania where he
attended the University of
Pittsburgh earning a degree in English Literature. Finally, he moved to
Florida where he was introduced to the L’Arche Jacksonville community,
formerly known as Harbor House.  

Chad is very open about his Catholic faith, spiritual walk with God,
and his search for service and love to others. Chad has taken the words
“vocation” and “discernment” to heart. From the time he was a young
man, he had struggled to find meaning in life, purpose in existence, and
what “to do” with his life. Through his Catholic faith and his service to
others in need, he has found his vocation…. To love others in marginal
environments, to bring Jesus to them… only to find out that it is THEY
who bring Jesus to him and who ARE Jesus to him. In his search for God,
he has found Jesus in the poor, the disabled, and the marginalized. 

While Chad has been greatly influenced by the life and writings of
L’Arche Founder, Jean Vanier, and his associate, Father Henri Nouwen,
Chad has also taken great inspiration from Pope John Paul II and his papal
encyclical, Dives in Misericordia. In it, he talks about the “Revelation and
Incarnation of Mercy” in relation to human dignity and the Paschal
Mystery. Pope John Paul II uses the term, “Bilateral Mercy.” That has
great meaning to Chad and his ministry to the core members of L’Arche
Jacksonville and, in reality, everyone he meets; when mercy, through love
and interaction, flows both ways between individuals. For Chad, his dis-
cernment and vocation are one and the same… to love and receive love
from Jesus who dwells in all persons. And in identifying and joining the
Capuchin Franciscans, he has found a religious community who lives
“Bilateral Mercy” every day in their work with the poor and marginal-

ized. His advice to others discern-
ing vocations is to, “Consult your
loves! They will always lead you to
where you’re supposed to be.”

L’Arche Jacksonville was
Chad’s home for nearly 10 years,
but he has answered God’s call to a
new home, a new community. We
will miss Chad. We will pray for
him and his new life. And we will
remind him to come back and visit
and share his stories of love and
mercy. God’s speed, Chad!

L’Arche Jacksonville
loses an assistant,

but the Church gains a vocation!

Seeking Ads for the Bulletin - The parish is so fortunate to be
able to supply the quarterly Courier newspaper totally free. What
makes this possible are the paid advertisements placed in the back
of Christ the King Church’s weekly church bulletin. If you have a
business, we encourage you to advertise in the bulletin. You’ll bene-
fit two ways: get more clients for your business, and help your
parish with free newspapers.

The company that handles the ads is Liturgical Publications and
you can contact them at 1-866-651-2111. Their number is always on
the bottom of the last page.

Oh Beloved Mother Mary, under the title of Our Lady of La Leche,
I ___(state your name) , consecrate myself to you today. I give you all
that I am and all that I have to use as you wish for the betterment of the
Kingdom of God. Take my life and breath, my strengths and weakness-
es, my desires and concerns, my family and possessions. Mold me and
form me according to your pleasure for the greater glory of God.

Dear Lady of La Leche, I ask you to love me and care for me as you
did for baby Jesus nursing at your breast. Give me a greater love for the
body and blood of your Son, our Lord and Savior, who was formed by
the Holy Spirit in your virginal womb. Ask him to forgive my sins, deep-
en my faith, and guide my actions so that my hopes and desires will be
one with his for his glory.

Our Lady of La Leche, through this consecration, help me to imitate
your reverence and holiness, your trust in God, your abandonment to
Divine will, your contemplative prayer life, your obedience to God’s
plan, your purity of heart, your love for all that is good, and your con-
cern for others.

Mother of my Lord and my mother, intervene in my life and take me
completely into your Immaculate Heart. Present me to the Sacred Heart
of your beloved Son. Mold me into a faithful disciple, fill me with wis-
dom and divine grace, and help me to build up the Kingdom of truth and
life, holiness and grace, justice, love and peace. Amen.

Consecration to Mary under the title 
of OUR LADY OF LA LECHE
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by Deacon Barletta

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is also known as the
Solemnity of Corpus Christi, which translates from Latin to “Body of Christ.” This feast
originated in France in the mid-thirteenth century and was extended to the whole Church
by Pope Urban IV in 1264. This feast is celebrated on the Sunday following Trinity
Sunday. 

Corpus Christi calls us to focus on two manifestations of the Body of Christ, the Holy
Eucharist and the Church. The primary purpose of this feast is to focus our attention on
the Eucharist. At every Mass our attention is called to the Eucharist and the Real Presence
of Christ in it. The secondary focus of this feast is upon the Body of Christ as it is present
in the Church. The Church is called the Body of Christ because of the close, personal and
intimate communion which Jesus shares with his disciples. He expresses this in the
gospels by using the metaphor of a body in which He is the head. This image helps keep
in focus both the unity and the diversity of the Church. 

The Feast of Corpus Christi is commonly used as an opportunity for a Eucharistic
procession, which allows the parish community to serve as a sign of common faith and
adoration. Our worship of Jesus in His Body and Blood
calls us to offer to God our Father a pledge of undivided
love and an offering of ourselves to the service of others.
This is a time when Catholics can show their love for
Christ in the Real Presence by honoring Him in a very
open and public way. It is also a wonderful way in which
we can show our love for our neighbors by bringing Our
Lord and Savior closer to them.

Corpus Christi

by Shelby Miller

The same year that Christ the King parish began, 1954, the women of the parish began an association called
the Guild. Emma Duncan, an early member, remembers that the Guild held many bazaars, auctions, bake sales,
sponsored Rosary processions, a thrift store and a gift shop, and furnished a small house for the four sisters who
came to teach at Christ the King School before the convent was built. One of the Guild’s fundraisers provided
money for the purchase of the St. Martin de Porres statue in our chapel. A humorous story Emma told me was
about ping pong balls. At one of the Guild’s bazaars they had a goldfish booth. Ping pong balls were to be thrown
into a bowl of goldfish in order to win one. But they were told that this might injure the goldfish. So, they had
the balls thrown into an empty bowl and then awarded a goldfish. The early stories of the Guild and other parish
groups tell how Christ the King community was built with deep faith and abiding trust in Our Lord and Blessed
Mother. 

In the late 1950s the Guild became an affiliate of the National Council of Catholic Women. During all these
years we have shared God’s gifts of time and talent with our parish, our community and with each other. The
Council continues with good works. In June, we provided a lunch for the campers at Camp I Am Special and the
refreshments for the reception held after the Corpus Christi procession. 

The Council looks forward to many fall activities including

t September – Children Matter campaign. This is a parish-wide collection of school supplies and specific clothing items to benefit three
Arlington public elementary schools. A box will be in the gathering area for parishioners’ donations.  The August parish bulletin will have more
information. 
t Saturday, October 5 the parish will honor Our Lady with a Rosary procession followed by a reception hosted by the Council. 
t Celebrating Council Sunday on October 13 at the 9:00 a.m. Mass. This will be a special time to commemorate our 65th anniversary. 
t December 6marks our Living Rosary devotion. Parishioners are invited to join us and the Knights of Columbus to celebrate First Friday Mass,
the Rosary and the potluck supper that follows.
t December 14-15 is our annual raffle and bake sale. Purchase holiday goodies and a chance to win several donated prizes. More information
will be in the parish bulletin.

All women in the parish are invited to JOIN US. We meet September – May in monthly circle gatherings. Each circle meets for lunch or dinner
at a local restaurant to enjoy a meal, share friendships, and hear about Council news. The Council also has an at-large membership for those who are
not able to attend circle meetings. Three times a year we get together for general meetings. For more information about the circles or for questions,
please contact Shelby Miller, CKCCW President at 904-745-0530, or view our page on the parish’s web site:  www.ctkcatholic.com. 

Council of Catholic Women Celebrates
65 years of service to Christ the King Parish
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by Darlene O’Neal

There’s a special Angel among us at Christ the King Church! She has
been a faithful parishioner since 1994. This angel traveled all the way
from Ireland before settling in the United States, and finally in
Jacksonville, Florida. She met her future husband on a blind date when
he was assigned to the USS Willis A. Lee, where he served in the United
States Navy. The ship was stationed in Boston, Massachusetts and it was
there they dated for a year and a half before they married.

That was the beginning of a wonderful journey. Her husband was
very dedicated to the Navy and re-enlisted for another tour of duty.
Wherever he was stationed, the angel and her children followed. They
moved from Massachusetts to Tennessee to Florida. They have been mar-
ried for 55 years and have six children; three were born in Tennessee and
three were born in Florida. One of their grandchildren, Sydney Williams,
attended Christ the King School and Bishop Kenny High School.

In the year 1995, Father Brian Carey (also Irish) blessed this angel
and her husband’s marriage. During the same year the angel heard about
the RCIA ministry and decided to check it out, to learn about changes
from Vatican II. She began attending the sessions and ended up sponsor-
ing a lady, Ethel Sholar, now deceased. The following year she was asked
by Lyle Stewart to join the RCIA team and thus began her long journey
with RCIA. Ironically, Father Carey was Director of RCIA for a period of
time and this angel continues to stay in contact with him where he is
retired, in Ireland. Over the span of 24 years this July, this special angel
has been dedicated and faithful to this ministry. She has done everything
from sponsoring numerous candidates to standing in as a godparent to
several children at their Baptism.

This RCIA angel has records that she kept over the years from when
she called all the candidates and catechumens to remind them of meetings

and other information. She has
always been a part of the RCIA team
when the team members were con-
sidered as important as the director.
It was always a team effort to not
only attend every session but to wel-
come everyone and make them feel
comfortable. This angel was always
one of the first to help decorate the
Shirley David Hall for Christmas
parties and when there were big cel-
ebrations after the Easter Vigil. This
angel is well known for her special
potato salad that she fixed to add to
the banquet table. Sometimes, it was
extremely late leaving for home after
cleaning up the hall, but the team
members (including this angel) did-
n’t mind. Everyone was filled with
the Holy Spirit!

Some years ago, this angel was commissioned to be an Extraordinary
Minister of Holy Communion and served the Eucharist for her first time
to the RCIA candidates at the Easter Vigil. She serves as a Eucharistic
Minister regularly at the 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass. She also serves as a
Visitation of the Sick Eucharistic Minister. Christ the King is blessed to
have this special angel as part of our church family. I am blessed to have
MARY ROUSE and her husband Bill, as my friends.

Mary announced to RCIA Director, Deacon George Barletta, this
was her final year. God bless you, Mary, and thank you, for all your
years of dedication to this important ministry.

God’s Special Angel

Maybe, God gave us two so we can share
one. Maybe. 

I am one of many members of Christ the
King Catholic Church’s Divine Mercy
Ministry. When we receive the information
regarding an individual needing intercessory
prayers immediately, I notify members to
pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for that indi-
vidual. 

I received a call from then Grand Knight
Nick Klepac of Columbus Council 4727, in
the fall of 2018 - Gerry Kistka was going
into surgery and to please initiate the Divine
Mercy prayer chain. Gerry recovered from
that surgery, but his remaining kidney wasn’t
strong enough and needed to start dialysis. I
prayed and thought about Gerry’s dilemma,
“Could I do anything to help a fellow Knight
of Columbus and Brother in Christ?” In the
spring of this year, I thought, “If no one else
will step up to help Gerry, I will!” (Because
of the privacy act regarding medical matters,
I didn’t know if anyone had stepped forward
to offer Gerry a kidney or not) 

I really didn’t know what any of my
friends or relatives would say about my decision to offer a kidney to
someone. (I received several blood transfusions 30+ years ago and I
donate platelets as often as I am capable.)

I only explained my desire to my husband and no one else. Not even
Gerry Kistka knew of my intention. I did not want to get Gerry’s hopes
up, lest I fail and not be able to donate my kidney to him. My husband of
almost 34 years was supportive in my decision to offer my kidney to a
fellow Knight. The end of March I called the Mayo Clinic’s Living
Donor information line and scheduled an appointment for after Easter.
The nurse, Nicole, was delighted to assist me in the donor screening
scheduling and informing me that I was a good candidate for Gerry as we
both are the same blood type. I wanted to get all the tests completed as
soon as possible. I scheduled the tests for three appointment packed days,
from 7:30 in the morning until almost five o’clock in the afternoon. I was
very excited to help. 

I didn’t get “cold feet,” on the first day of testing; on the contrary - I
felt a wave of dread rush over me as I was finishing my coffee, readying
to leave for that first appointment. I started to tear up, I so much wanted
to help this man, “But what if I don’t pass the tests? What if my kidney
isn’t good enough to help him live better/longer?” My loving husband
reassured me that in trying, I’d done more than most and all I can do is
try. Just like donating blood or platelets all can try, only some do. That
little talk gave me the confidence to smile and get on to my upcoming
appointments. 

At Mayo Clinic, the coordinator, Nicole,
was the first person I met as I started my jour-
ney to become a kidney donor. During my
initial interview I mentioned to Nicole my
fears, she also reassured me that attempting
to help was very admirable. I didn’t want
recognition, I just felt like I should help, if I
could. Nicole also informed me that all the
tests are completed at no cost to me. Gerry’s
insurance would cover the cost of all the test-
ing. Moreover, if I was approved to donate
one of my kidneys, I could change my mind
at any time, no questions asked. I wanted to
complete all the interviews and tests in the
shortest time required. Three days was the
magic number. By the Friday after Easter, I
was sitting with the surgeon, the final review-
er, who would approve or deny me as a donor
kidney for my friend. 

The senior surgeon of the Department of
Kidney-Pancreas Transplantation reviewed
all the tests, explaining and confirming I
understood results of approximately 22 hours
of blood, endurance and psychological test-
ing. He told me that I pass almost all of the

tests with banner flying colors. Because I am 5’0” and weigh 170
pounds, I am considered obese. “You know you are overweight, right?
Losing 5% to 7% of your body weight and increasing your exercise to
150 minutes per week will help you. You know what you need to do, lose
10% or more of your body weight and we can reevaluate your ability to
be a kidney donor for your friend. If you do not change your eating habits
and weight, you will have diabetes. Right now, you are pre-pre-diabetic.
And we, Mayo Clinic, won’t put your health in jeopardy in order for you
to give a kidney to someone when you may need both of yours in the
future.” I did not want to cry, but I know my eyes started to water. I knew
I was overweight, but I didn’t realize how being overweight could dan-
gerously affect my health. My primary care doctor didn’t tell me diabetes
becomes a definite possibility when an individual is overweight. 

I was heartbroken by the news, but look at this sad news as my wake-
up call from God. As I progressed through the tests of the prior days, I
was praised for undergoing those tests. However, I was also warned not
to be too disappointed if I was not able to give my kidney, as at least I am
trying. Those words comforted and strengthened me to resolve to lose
weight to give a kidney to a friend, but in order to do that I need to get
healthy. Nicole told Gerry that I had attempted to give him a kidney, but
I was disqualified. 

Gerry is still looking for someone to spare a kidney. Do you have a
spare kidney for Gerry?

Why did God give us two kidneys?

My name is Gerry Kistka and I am in need of a
kidney. I am 68 years old, married with two children
and 3 grandsons. I love playing softball, camping,
traveling, gardening and various other activities. My
kidneys have failed and I am on dialysis which has
reduced my activities. If you know of anyone that
might be interested in sharing the gift of a kidney,
please call/text me at (904) 673-7440. I am on the
transplant list at Mayo Clinic. Please go to www.may-
oclinic.org/livingdonor or call (904) 956-3249 for more
information about transplants. Thank you for your

interest.
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by Paul Ghiotto

Christ the King Parish (CTK)
has been blessed with wonderful
leadership starting with our
founding pastor, the Most
Reverend W. Thomas Larkin, D.D.
(54 - 67). We have had six more
pastors since that time: the
Reverend Monsignor John J.
Lenihan, M.S.W. (68-77), the
Reverend Monsignor Mortimer
Danaher (77-97) the Most
Reverend Robert J. Baker, S.T.D.
(97-99), the Reverend Father
Robert J. McDermott (99-01), the
Reverend Father Thanh Thai
Nguyen (2001-13), and our current
pastor, the Reverend James Boddie
(2013-  ). All seven priests of God
brought with them unique and
special gifts and through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, they
shared them with the people of
Christ the King Parish. 
Our church began in September

of 1954, when the future Bishop
Larkin was sent to organize a new
parish in the Arlington area. The
land, which we now call the Church
grounds, was virtually a jungle. He
celebrated our first Mass with a
congregation of 125 people on the
campus of Jacksonville Junior
College (University) in a converted
surplus WWII building. Later,
Mass was held in the new Swisher
Gymnasium. 
Present day church members

Emma Duncan, Darlene O’Neal,
and Mary Ann Middleton were
around at “the Beginning” and
hold, along with the author of this
piece, the highly-coveted title of
Christ the King Charter Members.
Darlene grew up in the San Marco
area and attended Assumption
Catholic Church when it was still
located on Nira Street and before it
moved to its present location in
1954. She was a May 1954 Bishop
Kenny graduate when CTK first
opened. Since her parents, Frank
and Erma, had moved to their
palatial estate on Johnston Avenue
in Arlington by 1954, Darlene and
her mother began attending church
on the junior college grounds.
Darlene remembers that the small
building got awfully crowded and
got quite warm as a result during
the summer! Moving to the gym
gave people a chance to air out by
sitting in the bleachers.
Mary Ann Middleton and her

husband, Jim, had been married all
of two years in 1954 and had, just a
year before, moved into a brand
new brick home in the Lake Lucina
subdivision nearby. They also were
making the dangerous trek through
the wilderness of Arlington to
attend Mass at Assumption. Mary
Ann recalls that during the winter
the small war surplus building –
heated by coal – was very cold. She
remembers moving to the brand
new gym where parishioners were
given the stern admonishment not
to walk on the gym’s playing
surface. So Mary Ann bought a rug

to place under the altar and
surrounding environs.
Mary Ann fondly recalls pastor

Thomas W. Larkin somehow
seeking and finding her next door
neighbor, Fran Woods, and asking
her to organize and head up a ladies
guild. Fran said “OK” and told
Mary Ann she was being placed in
Circle One!  
Emma Duncan, the sitting

Matriarch of Christ the King,
already had four children in 1954
when she and husband, Vernon,
became charter members but not
after attending a few Masses at
Assumption on Nira and Gary
Streets. Moving down from Illinois
in May 1954 when State Farm
Insurance transferred him to
Jacksonville, they became pillars in
the Glynlea community from the
get-go. Glynlea and neighbor
Holiday Hills have hosted a ton of
Catholic families since their
beginning.
Emma recalls how humble

Father Larkin was and also how the
parishioners would arrange to buy
him clothes at Levy-Wolf men’s
shop because he was so small and
hard to fit. Mary Ann Middleton
recalls the same thing and how his
shoes needed replacing real bad
because when he knelt with his
back to the Mass-goers people
could see the holes in them! But he
wouldn’t let you give him money
for such things. Someone
eventually got him a gift certificate
redeemable only for shoes!
Ground breaking for the first

combination church and school was
in June of 1955. Classes for Christ
the King School began at
Immaculate Conception (IC) of that
year because the building wasn’t
finished. But in January 1956
classes were transferred from IC to
the second floor of the church
building. 
The first floor had Sunday

Mass. Classrooms, which were
separated by ceiling-length drapes,
had their portable tables and chairs
rearranged to accommodate
worshippers.
The first floor was converted

from church to permanent
classroom use in September, 1958,
when a new church was erected.
This “new” church is now the
Parish Hall. 
The current St. Francis of Assisi

building began life as a one-story
school building. A second floor was
completed in January, 1959. Father
Larkin’s farsightedness required
the construction of the original one-
story building to be adequate for
addition of classrooms above. This
included adding six rooms onto the
second floor; renovating the first
floor, adding storage rooms and
bathrooms for each of the pre-K, 3,
4 and Kindergarten classes, and
extending a west wing on the first
floor.
The initial ballfield was carved

out of the wilderness in the spring
of 1960. An outdoor basketball

court was built at the same time.
The ballfield had home plate where
center field is today. Troop 5 BSA
relocated to CTK from Immaculate
Conception Church in the late
1950s.

In 1962, Father Larkin initiated
First Friday’s Nocturnal Adoration
program and also launched a
chapter of the Holy Name Society,
both of which were for men and
boys only.
After the former Father Larkin

(now Monsignor) left for
Clearwater in 1967, where he
eventually went on to be Bishop of
St. Petersburg, Christ the King
(then a parish of 3,000+ people)
was without a pastor for nearly six
months. The bishop appointed
Monsignor Lenihan as our new
pastor. At the time of his
appointment he was pastor of St.

Patrick’s on the North side, as well
as being the Director of Catholic
Charities, Inc. (which at the time
covered all the dioceses in Florida,
except Miami’s). 
Life at CTK was forever

changed when the Gallagher family
moved to JAX and CTK in 1969
from Lakewood, Ohio. Mr.
Gallagher was a lawyer
representing the St. Regis Paper
Company and did a lot of traveling.

One thing for sure was that
he wanted his family to be
in a strong Catholic
community. His daughter,
Monica, recalls that their
new neighborhood in
Alderman Park – near St.
Andrews Episcopal
Church, initially had a lot
of Baptists. Eventually, so
many Catholic families

moved in, that her section of the
street - on a curve - became known
as “Amen Corner.”
Daughter Monica, a BK

graduate met and
married George Crisp,
son of Hollice and Rita.
Monsignor Lenihan

concentrated on
encouraging generous
parishioners in paying
off the parish debt,
which was substantial,
and maintaining the
school enrollment. He
implemented the

liturgical changes mandated by the
Second Vatican Council. In 1975,
he selected three women and nine
men to be the first Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist at Christ

the King. In 1977, he
was transferred to
San Jose Catholic
Church.
M o n s i g n o r

Mortimer Danaher
was appointed our
third pastor on June
15, 1977. During his
20 years he set up a
total Stewardship
Program. He began a
daycare program,

and began to build and remodel
such places as the church, the
Gathering Area, St. Mary’s Room,
the Saint Vincent de Paul Pantry,
the Crucifix, the Kingdome, etc.
Under the very able leadership

of Theresa Little, the hard-working
staff of Christ the King Day Care
has consistently achieved coveted
5-Star rating status for its facility as
awarded by the Early Learning
Coalition of Duval County’s
Guiding Stars of Duval program. 
Father Robert Baker came to us

from the Cathedral Basilica after
Monsignor Danaher retired. During
his short time here he set up a room
in the rectory for St. Vincent de
Paul Society members to receive
those in need; began the Sister
Therese Horan Library and
MediaCenter; and began
renovation of the school and
addition of the second floor.

Sixty-fifth Anniversary of Christ the King Church



He also started the Christ the
King Courier and the Life Teen
program; and purchased the House
of Prayer for parishioners to use for
small retreats, days of reflection,
prayer groups, etc. Father Baker
was appointed bishop of
Charleston, SC, and later (current-
ly) bishop of Birmingham, AL,
after leaving CTK.

Bishop John J. Snyder appoint-
ed Father Robert J. McDermott to
be our fifth pastor when Father
Baker became bishop of the
Diocese of South Carolina. He con-
tinued with the major renovation
Father Bob had initiated. Because
of his enthusiasm for the renova-
tion program, many volunteers
responded to his call for help, and
classes began in the new facilities
on schedule. After leaving CTK,
Father McDermott became very
active in state prison ministry pro-
grams.

Father Thanh Thai Nguyen was
appointed on September 14, 2001,
by Bishop Victor B. Galeone. Phase
II of our school project was com-
pleted. Father Thanh focused his
time on hospitality, liturgy, and
Catholic Education and
Stewardship. Under his leadership,
the third version of the Crucifixion
Shrine was completed as was the
Vietnamese Cultural Center build-

ing which serves as a magnet
throughout Jacksonville for this
ethnic group of Catholics. 

In 2013, he was transferred to
St. Joseph Catholic Church as pas-
tor and in 2018, was ordained as
auxiliary bishop of the Diocese of
Orange County in California.

Father Boddie is on his second
tour of duty at Christ the King. A
Bishop Kenny graduate, he served
as an assistant pastor for a short
while after his ordination. Before
being assigned to CTK he was the
longtime pastor of St. Catherine of
Siena Catholic Church in Orange
Park. He holds the distinction of
being the only Jacksonville native
to become CTK pastor.

During his tenure he has gotten
the former nun’s convent on school
grounds restored once again to con-
vent status. Beginning in 2017,
nuns from the Order of the Sacred
Heart out of Milwaukee have taken
residence here. The nuns are active
in the community, child daycare,
and the school.

Christ the King School earned
national distinction in 2014 by
being recognized by the U.S.
Department of Education as a
National Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence for its students achiev-
ing standardized test scores in the
top ten percent of the nation in both

reading and math. In April 2017,
after a five-year journey, the School
became the first Catholic school in
Florida to receive certification in
S.T.R.E.A.M. - science, technolo-
gy, religion, engineering, art, and
math. Principal Stephanie
Engelhardt and her outstanding
team of teachers, administrators,
and STUDENTS worked hard to
achieve this distinction, therefore
casting a great light upon the
School and its curriculum.

Father Boddie has gotten CTK
involved in social justice programs
- through the ICare (Interfaith
Coalition for Action,
Reconciliation and Empowerment)
program - with other churches of
all denomination in the greater
Jacksonville community. He also,
like his predecessors, assumed the
herculean task of leading the charge
in maintaining the vast CTK cam-
pus infrastructure for both present
and future use. 

How many parishes in town can
claim that three of their former pas-
tors rose to the rank of bishop?! 

This brief history of our parish,
school and its leaders is not com-
plete without remembering the
numerous associate pastors, dea-
cons, religious, trained lay people
and parishioners who have helped
to make Christ the King more than

just a Catholic Church . . . more
than just buildings. Think of all the
thousands of dedicated parishioners
who have spent untold hours in the
over 25 ministries who have met
and organized over the years and
have done the necessary work to
build and maintain Christ the King
as a beacon for all in our communi-
ty. A BIG “Thank You” to all, past
and present, who have helped
church and school prosper.

Father Boddie is currently
assisted by assistant pastors Father
Manuel Puga and Father Bernie
Tan Dang, Deacon George Barletta,
Music Director Edith Hubert, and
church secretary, director Nikki
Wallace. Together with the greater
Christ the King community they
will continue to help meet the mis-
sion of its faith community:

“The mission of our faith com-
munity is to help each other experi-
ence Christ as the center of our
lives and thereby know we are des-
tined for eternal life with God. As
such, we journey together as a wel-
coming Catholic Community cen-
tering on the Eucharist and
Stewardship as a way of life. We
trust that the Spirit of Christ will
empower us to achieve this mis-
sion.”
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by Darlene O’Neal

Most parishioners at Christ the King Church knew Louie O’Neal as
the humble man that he was, but some may not know how much he
accomplished in such a short period of time.

Louie and I were married at Christ
the King Church in 1956 when he was
non-Catholic. We sent our four
children to Christ the King School
when he was non-Catholic. It was after
43 years of marriage that he made the
decision, on his own, to join the
Catholic Church. In 1999, he began the
RCIA program, with me as his sponsor
and thus began his spiritual journey.

Louie was confirmed at the Easter
Vigil with thirteen family members
and friends to witness this very special
night. It was one of the most joyful
times in our lives. The very next day he
was at the rectory to sign up for the
Beautification ministry. We had
already started volunteering at the I.M.
Sulzbacher Homeless Center after meeting Joyce and Bernie Kunka.
Louie would get up at 5:30 a.m. to pick up donated bakery goods from
Publix, and then leave home at 2:30 p.m. to go downtown to prepare the
evening meals. He also traveled across town to help cook breakfast for the
children at Holy Rosary School, along with Al and Wanda Martin.

Next, Al Martin introduced Louie to the Knights of Columbus, where
he jumped in with both feet. He enjoyed the camaraderie among the
Knights and soon was a regular cook in the kitchen and on the grill. He
helped with renovation of the Knights’ hall and served as Warden, Inside

and Outside Guard. He was selected Knight of the Year for 2009-2010.
Twice, we were honored as Family of the Year. When Emergency
Pregnancy Services clinic on Merrill Road needed renovation, Frank
Becht enlisted the Knights and friends to do the job. When the work was
finally completed, Louie was awarded with a plaque that hangs in the
foyer that reads “The Most Dedicated Volunteer.”

Louie became a Fourth Degree Knight where he was part of the Color
Honor Guard and also helped with Bingo on Sunday afternoons at the
beaches Knights of Columbus hall. Whenever there was something that
needed to get done, Louie was one of the first to volunteer. One project
that he really enjoyed was the annual visit to St. Augustine, where the
Knights cooked food on the grill for the retired Sisters of St. Joseph.
Everyone took covered dishes to share. Afterward, the Sisters were
presented with a check from the Bingo profits.

Once again, Al Martin sponsored Louie, this time for Cursillo. The
three-day weekend at Camp St. John was another spiritual journey for
Louie. While there, it was brought to light that Louie had formerly been a
member of the Mormon faith and the Catholic Church does not recognize
their baptism. So, Father Guy Noonan made sure that Louie was baptized
the next Sunday afternoon at Christ the King Catholic Church. He met
weekly with the men’s Cursillo group here at Christ the King as well as
the monthly Ultreya. Of course, he worked several weekends as part of
the Cursillo team and also with the Knights at Camp St. John. He also
helped to transport visiting priests to and from the airport and Marywood.

Back at Christ the King there was more work to be done. The church
needed to be painted – volunteers were needed. Two men came forward –
Bob Rhoden and Louie O’Neal. Mike Klima and Henry Nguyen were the
regular maintenance employees to round out the work team, with Bill
Damato joining in when possible. This painting project took several
weeks just on the church. When the paint job on the church was finished,
the same group of men moved on to the Shirley David and the larger

Parish Hall to paint those
buildings. It was estimated
these men saved the parish
approximately $20,000.00
in labor. They also put new
paint on the Kingdome
(gym) and the two-story
building (former daycare)
on Larkin Road.

When renovation of
the church began in 2007,
there were many
volunteers who signed up
to work and did great jobs.
However, there was a group of men who worked the entire project 6 days
a week for 14 weeks. They were dubbed THE FANTASTIC FIVE: Leo
Milano, Buzz Bekkedal, Gene Salzman, Mike Klima and Louie O’Neal.

Whether the project was building new picnic tables for Sheppard
Square, frying the fish for the Lenten Fish Fry dinners, counting money
on Monday mornings, scrubbing new bathroom floors in the second floor
of the school building, delivering Christmas presents from the Advent
trees, holding anti-abortion signs on Atlantic Blvd., to greeting and
ushering at Sunday Mass, Louie O’Neal was committed to doing
whatever and everything he could for his Church. He did have to take a
leave of absence when he broke his ankle and leg, but was back on his feet
in time to cook for the Lenten Fish Fry that year.

Louie was a member of the RCIA team for 15 years and one of his
proudest moments in this ministry was when he walked down the aisle at
the Easter Vigil as a sponsor for our grandson, Patrick O’Neal. Louie
loved the RCIA sessions especially the days of discernment when people
would share their individual stories. Every year, he helped with setup and
decorated the big wooden cross for the reception in the hall following the
Easter Vigil.

Louie O’Neal was an example to other people who might think it’s too
late to change their lives. He proved that it’s never too late to turn to God
and to do His will. Louie received ashes on Ash Wednesday by way of our
special angel, Mary Rouse. He received the Eucharist and Last Rites by
Father Boddie the Thursday before his death. He also received the
Eucharist on Sunday. Louie passed on to his final journey very early
Monday morning, March 25, 2019. He was at home, where he wanted to
be, with his family close by.

Louie loved his Church, his family and his fellowman. He was an avid
Gator fan and loved going to Hawaii. For his Vigil and Mass of Christian
Burial, he was dressed in his favorite Gator Hawaiian shirt complete with
a shell lei around his neck. Everyone in the family wore a Hawaiian lei,
which is a symbol of affection. His funeral Mass was concelebrated by
Father Boddie, Father Zehler, Father Amar, and Father O’Neal from
Marywood, and Deacon James Scott. Bishop Thanh sent his condolences
from California. The choir sang for Louie including one of the Fantastic
Five, Buzz Bekkedal. The “Ave Maria” played by Edward on the violin
was beautiful. The 4th Degree Honor Color Guard looked regal as they
escorted their brother Knight Louie.

Louie was a beloved husband of 62 years to his wife, Darlene. He was
a hard-working man who loved his children, Luann, Pat, Kevin and Scott.
He loved his daughters-in-law, Linda, Cheri and Beth. He loved his
grandchildren, Ryan, Amanda, Ashley, Haley, Patrick, Keri and Erin. His
three great grandchildren, Kevin Lucas, Molly and Piper held a special
place in his heart too.

“God saw you getting tired
And a cure was not to be

So He put His arms around you
And whispered “Come to Me”

Louie’s Final Journey

by Father Martin L. Ibeh,
Parochial Vicar,
Cathedral Basilica of St. Augustine 

The news of Sam Clements’ death came to me as a shock. I first met
Sam in 2015 when I arrived at Christ the King Parish as seminarian.
Sam received me with open arms and a warm heart. Sam’s simplicity of
heart, generosity of spirit and tireless dedication to serving the parish
has inspired me greatly. I remember him with great affection and
express my most sincere condolences to his beloved wife, Jan, and
family. May his gentle soul rest in peace!

Remembering Sam
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by Edie Hubert

In the Spring of 2015, when Christ the King was in the process of hiring a new director
of music, Tony Steve, CTK’s former Life Teen music director and friend of mine from JU,
asked if I would like to play for the Saturday evening Masses. Though I had been raised
Catholic and a Catholic Church musician for many years, at that time I had been the
pianist/organist at Fourth Church of Christ, Scientist for eight years and had forgotten many
of the cues that Catholic musicians need to know like the back of their hand.

Who came to my rescue? None other than our beloved Sam Clements. Sam was one of
the first cantors I worked with. I have such a clear image of his huge, welcoming smile, con-
fident and capable bearing, always well-dressed in his navy blazer and tie. I never worried
when Sam was my assigned cantor. (The same goes for you, Buzz Bekkedal!) We’d rehearse
the psalm and Gospel acclamation before Mass. Sam always knew his music and sang with

inspiring devotion. During Mass,
with the most subtle nod or hand
signal, Sam would cue me when to
begin, whether to do another verse
or not. After I was hired and my
first special services approached (Feast of Christ the King, Midnight Mass, Rosary pro-
cession, Triduum, Pentecost and Corpus Christi), Sam’s skills were even more indispen-
sable to me. He knew the history of the choir, the repertoire, the customary music for
each occasion, and the unusual musical particularities of each service. He had so much
knowledge and was the best coach.

Sam was devoted to the music ministry. He was always at rehearsals and Mass, and
cantored faithfully. I know his service through music predated me by many years, and I
was very grateful for his connection to the previous music directors. His archival knowl-
edge and consistent presence was a real cornerstone for me. I loved talking with Sam
about church history, the place of music pre- and post-Vatican II, the commitment it takes
to rehearse on a regular basis, the choir’s favorite songs, his work with St. Vincent de
Paul, among many other topics. 

It was a great honor to be asked to visit Sam and Jan to talk about music for his funeral service. Every musician and piece of music at Sam’s
Mass was selected by both of them together in their own living room. It was a testament to Sam that so many people filled the choir pews for his
service. 

I know many people knew Sam much longer than I did, but I feel blessed and grateful for the four short years I knew him, and the gift of faith,
devotion and commitment to music that he shared with and inspired in so many. 

Remembering Sam

Sam & Jan,
Edward Latimer, and Kenneth Negron-Pena at 
Edward’s senior recital, Jacksonville University. 

April 13, 2018

Sam with choir members and visiting instrumentalists
after 11:00 a.m. Mass, Sunday, October 28, 2018.

by Deacon George Barletta

You could not help but feel joy when you were in Sam’s presence - truly a holy man.
His eyes were filled with the Holy Spirit, his smile exhibited happiness and his compa-
ny made you feel loved. He was a wonderful Christ-like example for all of us to appre-
ciate, imitate and emulate. Let us thank God for putting Sam into our lives. I am truly
and forever thankful for the memories he has given, to not only me but to our parish
community. I will truly miss my friend Sam.

by Laurie Plotz

Sam was a wonderful friend and a blessing to all. I was honored to be able to
spend time with him during his last few months, praying the rosary, The Our Father
and reading to him. Mostly, trying to keep him from wiggling out of the bed.....He
was a beautiful example of a loving husband, father, grandfather and spiritual man.
WE all should aspire to be like Sam. I miss him and his smiling face but know he is
in a much better place.

Obituary for Samuel Edward Clements

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of sweet, smiling, Samuel Edward Clements on March 30, 2019. God honored his wish to
pass peacefully in the comfort of his own home, with his loving wife of 27 years, Jan, by his side. Sam served in the United States Navy during the
Korean War. He loved spending time with his family, reading, traveling, and had a passion for singing in the choir of Christ the King Catholic
Church, where he was a long-time devoted member. His activities included King’s and funeral choir, cantor, bulletin editor, St. Vincent de Paul,
Cursillo, CHRP, Faith Sharing, adoration, Eucharistic Minister to homebound, money counter, marriage encounter, Divine Mercy, men’s faith shar-
ing group, Stewardship and Welcoming committees and Respect Life. Sam was the recipient of the church’s 2015-2016 Volunteer Award.

Born October 20, 1932, the 8th of 10 children in Louisville, KY, where he returned yearly for the Clements’ family reunion, which remained
near and dear to his heart. Sam was predeceased by his son, David Clements, daughter, Eleanor Clements, and stepson, Chris Bonnichsen, three
brothers, and three sisters. Survivors include his devoted, loving wife of 27 years, Janet (Jan) Clements; his sister, Catherine Webb (Guy); brothers,
Paul Clements (Shirley) and Jim Clements (Ann); son, John Clements (Deanna, fiancé); stepson, Robert Bonnichsen; daughter-in-law Lee Beard;
grandchildren, Angela Budd (Shaun); Jennifer, Beasley (Ricky); Rick Aasen, Sammy, Danny (Tayla) and Andrew Weinstein, Taylor & Jacob
Bonnichsen; six great-grandchildren, Casen, Riley, Rowen, Graysen, Ella and Charleston, mother-in-law Helen Fraed, sisters–in-law Dr. Cindy
Fraed (Dr. Sharon Hull) and Pam Veth as well as many nieces, nephews and great friends.

A viewing and rosary was held at Christ the King Catholic Church on Sunday, April 7, 2019 from 7:00 - 9:00 p.m., with a funeral Mass of cel-
ebration on Monday, April 8, 2019, at 11:00 a.m. (742 Arlington Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32211). 

In lieu of flowers, Sam lovingly requested donations be made to Christ the King Capital Campaign Fund. 
Interment will take place at a later date in the National Cemetery.
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Volunteer Ministry Dinner
June 29, 2019
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Hispanic Volunteer of the Year: Rosabla Moreno 
(new award this year)

Food was prepared by Glenn the Caterer

Stewardship committee members: Kathy Nichols, Jean
Sell, Terry Yip, Barbara Crane, Yolanda Cerqueira,
Dorothy O’Stein, Paul Ghioto and Laurie Plotz

Everything else handled by Stewardship committee,
Nikki Wallace and Jackie Comstock.

Ministry of the Year: 
St. Vincent De Paul Society

Outstanding Lifetime Achievement: Yolanda Cerqueira
(surprised by her family)

Volunteers of the Year: Tim and Mary Wright

Music by Kalani Rose

Line Dancing by The Dance Shack

Representing the Founding Families
of Christ the King Catholic Church

MaryAnn Middltown, Father Boddie and Paul Ghioto 



Mark Your Calendar for a “FIESTA” not to be missed!
Morning Star School presents an evening in old Havana
featuring Cuban inspired tapas and cocktails, casino
games, cigars, dancing, and a live and silent auction.

Tickets are $75 per person and there are many sponsor
opportunities. 100% of funds raised help children with

learning differences and intellectual disabilities

Enjoy a memorable evening in support of a great cause!
For more information and to purchase tickets please visit

www.morningstar-jax.org/gala-auction
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by Charles Bemis, Seminarian
Diocese of St. Augustine 

Growing up at Annunciation
Catholic School, I developed a
curiosity for the Mass as well as the
vocation of priesthood. I remember
thinking, as an eight-year old, how
awesome it would be to become a
priest. After all, I had many great
examples of great priests during
my life. My passion for faith
deepened when my grandmother
took me to Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament regularly on
Monday nights. At ACS in second
and third grade, I was known as
that ‘Priest Kid’ by friends,
students, and teachers.
As time went on however, this

slowly changed. Not for bad
reasons; just simply due to the fact
that I got older and interests
changed. I was still involved in the
Church with altar serving, youth
ministry, and lectoring. It wasn’t
until my senior year of high school
that priestly discernment entered
my mind and heart. Four years ago,
I went to the same parish I was
baptized in, for the first time in
fifteen years. After the Mass, the
priest was shaking everyone’s hand
at the door and when I introduced
myself, he paused for a few
seconds. He then proceeded to ask
me, “Are you discerning a vocation
to the priesthood?” I was shocked
that he even asked anything at all.
He was mostly just saying “hi” to
everybody else. I gave him a
“maybe” kind of answer and didn’t
think anything of it for the rest of
the night.
All of a sudden, these urges and

tugs on my heart made me begin to
think about seminary and
priesthood. At first, I tried to
suppress and ignore it, like it
wasn’t there. However, if there is
one thing I have learned is that you
can’t run away from the will of
God. I had all these plans for
college and beyond, but “when
people plan, God laughs.” I ended
up consulting my pastor for advice
and finally became open to the
ideas of listening to the call. It got
to a point where I could no longer
suppress my thoughts and feelings
about priestly discernment, so
during Holy Week 2016 I decided
to enter seminary formation. “Lord,
if this is your will, let it be done.” I
felt like a huge weight was lifted
off my shoulders, as I finally
opened the door for the will of God
to enter into my life.

The process for entering
seminary is not incredibly hard but
involves many steps. The first step
for me was to inform my pastor of
my intention to enter seminary. A
few days later, the Vocation
Director of the diocese visits you
and begins to go through the
application process, as well as
answer whatever questions you
may have about seminary life.
Then, you submit an eight- to ten-
page autobiography of your life.

This obviously includes your
journey and the events in your life
that helped shape you into the
person you are today. Once that is
submitted, the diocese gives you a
certain date for a Vocation Board
Meeting. The Vocation Board
consists of the bishop, Vocation
Director, several priests, deacons,
and various lay men and women
who are dedicated to walking with
you through your ongoing
discernment of your vocation.
They’ll ask you many questions
pertaining to your life, where you
are in discernment, and just exactly
where your heart is at this moment.
Finally, once you are accepted, it is
just a matter of certain paperwork
and registering before you begin
the first semester of seminary.
As I mentioned earlier,

discernment is an ongoing process
that doesn’t end when you decide
to enter the seminary for a priestly
vocation, or date someone to
discern a vocation of marriage. It
doesn’t even end when you are
ordained a priest or married. It goes
on through the rest of your life.
Through these past three years, I
have learned more about myself
than I did in the previous eighteen.
Of course, I am in no way or shape
perfect, but at this moment I am
where I feel the Lord is calling me
to be. One of the most essential
things you can do is pray and ask
for the intercession of the saints.
They are holy men and women who
lived interesting and virtuous lives.
St. Joesemaria Escriva once said
that “A saint is a sinner who keeps
trying.” There’s one quote from St.
John Paul II that I absolutely love
that embodies the true definition of
God’s love and discernment.
“Remember that you are never

alone, Christ is with you on your
journey every day of your lives! He
has called you and chosen you to
live in the freedom of the children
of God. Turn to Him in prayer and
in love. Ask Him to grant you the
courage and strength to live in this
freedom always. Walk with Him
who is ‘the Way, the Truth and the
Life.” - Pope St. John Paul II

Vocation Story and the Process of
Entering into Seminary

by Nancy Smith 

On May 30, at Christ the King Parish Hall, the L’Arche Jacksonville
community hosted an evening to remember, and celebrated L’Arche
founder, Jean Vanier, who died on May 7, 2019. 
Vanier founded L’Arche in 1964 in response to the treatment that

people with intellectual and developmental disabilities faced in
institutions. L’Arche now includes more than 150 communities in 38
countries around the globe. Its more than 10,000 members welcome and
celebrate people with intellectual disabilities, fostering growth and
allowing everyone to share their talents and abilities. L’Arche
communities in the United States provide homes and workplaces where
people with and without intellectual disabilities live and work together as
peers; create inclusive communities of faith and friendship; and transform
society through relationships that span social boundaries.
In recent decades, after he retired from his role at L’Arche, Vanier

focused more on his personal work: sharing a message of unity, dignity,
and diversity. Jean entrusted the organization’s legacy to the people who
define what L’Arche is today, its members and communities. They
embody the organization’s founding values: honoring the sacredness and
unique worth of every individual. L’Arche’s diverse membership
continues the mission of building a more inclusive and humane society
across the globe. 
After its founding in 1964, L’Arche grew quickly across France and

the world and continues to welcome people with and without disabilities
from diverse religious and cultural contexts. 
In addition to his work with L’Arche, Vanier co-founded Faith and

Light and inspired the creation of many other organizations. He
influenced thousands of people around the world and published some 40
books, including on how people with intellectual disabilities make
essential contributions to building a more humane society. 

L’Arche Jacksonville Honors and
Celebrates Its Founder

Dottie Klein, the first community
leader for L’Arche Jacksonville
(formerly Harbor House)
presented a reflection on Jean
Vanier.

Jean Vanier greets Pope Francis
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Dreams of Jeanie
by Jeanie Wilks

One of the great truths is that human beings have not changed; we continue to have the good,
the bad, and the evil mixed into whatever grouping or categorization of humankind one wish-
es to attempt to place us into. This is why great literature remains relevant. This is why we
should know our history from primary sources. 

This summer, I have had the privilege of teaching American History and even in this
extremely condensed format, it has been remarkable to observe the epiphanies and con-
nections that students are making. 

Dates are imperative to chronology and to comprehending the cause and effect
nature of history but the connections of humanity, our vices and virtues, become appar-
ent when students begin to pull the layers of historical mythology apart and evaluate pri-
mary sources; listening to first-hand accounts instead of common misperceptions and
teaching. History is written by the victors unless it is told by those who lived it. 

When we reach the first layer, they often realize that what is viewed in a simple man-
ner today and is viewed as incomprehensible or abominable by today’s standards and with
today’s knowledge became much more complex when viewed through the lenses and
knowledge of the time to which the decision belonged. From here, they begin to make con-
nections between precedents set and promises made by leaders in the 1950s that have created
the foundations and complexities of decisions made by leaders today. 

As they make these connections, they begin to unfold and iron out the wrinkles which envelop
the humanity involved in history; the foibles of the weak, the risks of the strong, the greed and corrup-
tion of the evil and this enables them to decode the myths of the present. 

The reason to understand history is wrapped in the humanity of the history because history is not cyclical, it is the humans in each era that repeat
the same mistakes for a new generation. 

“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” - George Santayana - 1905 
“Those who fail to learn from history are condemned to repeat it” - Winston Churchill - 1948

by Jeanie Wilks

Our fourth annual outing to the Baseball Grounds of
Jacksonville on August 9, a special thank you is
required for Scampi’s Sunday morning appearances.
Scampi, Scott Kronberg, Andrea Williams, Ken
Babby (owner), and the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp
are committed community partners. Following
America’s long tradition of baseball and the Boys of
Summer, we “root, root, root for the home team!”

Scampi and the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp

by Carol-Ann Black

By the time you read this in the
Courier I will have been gone from
Jacksonville for a year. That’s not
so bad, but being gone from Christ
the King is definitely more difficult
to live with. I find my way about
fairly well without the GPS, but
getting acclimated in my new

parish, Church of the Good
Shepherd, is slower happening. It is
SO big. I shall press onward. 

I am horrified to admit that
Good Shepherd Council of
Catholic Women this week put out
its planning schedule for the next
season and made NO mention of
the NCCW convention being held
here in Atlanta in August. Another
misery - convention will coincide
with the best Friday night at the
clubhouse for my community -
shrimp and grits that are to die for. 

Part of the onward press is ven-
turing down roads previously
untraveled just to see where they
go. My great find this week is the
Mary Alice Park Beach. I use Mary
Alice Park Road for short cuts on a

regular basis, but never followed it
to the end. What a surprise! I found
a beautiful sandy beach and picnic
grounds and boat ramps - all of this
on Lake Lanier. This will be my
next stop with my granddaughters
on a sunny day. And we had better
plan it soon, as school begins again
in less than a month. 

Lake Lanier is an amazing body
of water that spreads its tentacles
throughout six or seven different
counties. It was created by the Corp
of Engineers in 1956, when they
built the Buford Dam on the
Chattahoochee River to create a
reservoir for the surrounding area.
In some ways it reminds me of the
St. Johns River the way its waters

spread to so many areas not at all
close to the main body of the lake. 

Another adventure in the past
two weeks was a visit to the
Chattahoochee Nature Center. Like
the St. Johns in Florida, the
Chattahoochee meanders through
Georgia and specifically through
the Atlanta area and forms a border
with Alabama. Georgia, Alabama
and Florida regularly battle over
which state may draw off how
much water for its particular need. 

That does it from me for this
issue of the Courier. I shall return
for the autumn edition. Wishing all
an exciting and interesting fall sea-
son in Christ the King parish and
the school.

A Few Words from the Foreign Correspondent
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by Netito Espejo

The Filipino Ministry of Christ the
King (FMCTK) is a group of dedicated
members of Filipino heritage or
affiliation, who are thankful to be a part of
the parish community and inspired to give
back to the parish their time, talent, and
treasure. Our mission is to promote a
tradition of service and sharing our proud
cultural heritage to the parish community
through charitable, religious, and social
activities and functions. Filipino families
have been an integral part of the Christ the
King community from the very beginning.
As parishioners, we have been very
involved in various parish ministries and
programs. In this article, I want to focus
on FMCTK and sampling of our recent
(and future) involvement for the
remainder of 2019. 

Let me start with the Corpus Christi
11:00 a.m. Mass and procession -
FMCTK “Himig Handog” [“Melody we
offer”] choir joined the regular choir
members and sang their heart out, adding

beauty to the celebration of the Mass. Nylor translated and read in
Tagalog the first three petitions of the Prayer of the Faithful. The ministry
also provided some Filipino food for the reception after the Mass. Our
members shared the traditional Filipino noodles - “Pansit” was delicious
and enjoyed by everyone.

On Sunday, July 14, 2019, 11:00 a.m. Mass, Christ the King again
hosted the Multicultural Ministry Sixth Annual Festival. Himig Handog
choir is singing again - this time the members are wearing their Filipino
costume and singing one Tagalog song. After Mass, some of our members
were at the gym helping. 

In October, we will be participating in the Holy Rosary procession
and Mass honoring the Blessed Mother. A rosary decade will be recited in
Tagalog by one of the members. We will also provide some Filipino
delicacies in the reception following the Mass. 

Finally, in December we will host another night of Simbang Gabi here
at Christ the King. With your help and continued support, we are
committed to continue to share and pass down our beautiful tradition,
which we treasure, to the younger generation. 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite everyone including our
“kababayans” to join us every third  Friday (every other month) at 6:30
p.m. in the Shirley David Hall for our meeting and potluck dinner. For
more information, my contact information is in the bulletin.

by Netito Espejo

Ang Ministeryo ng mga Filipino sa
Christ the King (FMCTK) ay isang
grupo ng mga dedikadong lahing
Filipino o may kaakibat, na
nagpapasalamat na maging bahagi ng
komunidad ng ating parokya at
nagbibigay inspirasyon na ibalik sa
parokya ang kanilang oras, talento, at
kayamanan. Ang aming misyon ay
itaguyod ang isang tradisyon ng
serbisyo at pagbabahagi ng aming
ipinagmamalaking kultura sa
pamamagitan ng kawagawa, relihiyon,
at tungkuling panlipunan. Ang mga
pamilyang Filipino ay naging
mahalagang bahagi ng sa parokya mula
sa simula pa lamang. Bilang mga
parokyano, nasali kami sa iba’t ibang
mga ministeryo at programa ng parokya.
Sa artikulong ito, nais kong itumuon sa
FMCTK at mga halimbawa ng aming
kamakailang (at mga hinaharap) na
paglahok sa natitirang bahagi ng 2019.

Sisimulan ko sa Misa at prosesyon
ng Corpus Christi, alas onse ng umaga -
ang koro ng FMCTK “Himig Handog” ay sumali sa mga palagiang mga
miyembro ng koro at umawit mula sa kanilang mga puso, pagdaragdag ng
kagandahan sa pagdiriwang ng Misa. Isinalin at binabasa ni Nylor sa sa
wikang Pilipino ang unang tatlong petisyon ng Panalanging Tapat.
Nagbigay din ang ministeryo ng ilang pagkain ng Pilipino para sa
selebrasyon pagkatapos ng Misa. Ibinahagi ng aming mga miyembro ang
mga tradisyonal na Filipino noodles - “Pansit.”

Sa darating na Linggo, Hulyo 14, 2019 sa Misa ng alas onse ng
umaga, sa ating Parokya ay muling gagananapin ang Misa sa ika-anim na
taon para ipagdiwang ng iba’t-ibang kultura. Pagkatapos ng Misa, ang
ilan sa aming mga miyembro ay tutulong sa selebrasyong magyayari.

Sa Oktubre, makikilahok kami sa prosesyon ng Banal na Rosaryo at
masidhing nagpapasalamat sa Mahal na Ina, kung saan pamumunuan ang
isan misteryo sa wikang Pilipino. Magbibigay din kami ng ilang mga
kakanin na Pilipino sa pagkatapos ng Misa.

At ang pangwakas, sa Disyembre ay naatasang muli na sa ating
parokya ganapin ang isa, sa siyam na gabi ng Simbang Gabi. Sa iyong
tulong at patuloy na suporta, kami ay nangangako na patuloy na
magbahagi at magpapasa ng magagandang tradisyon na tinuturing
naming kayamanan, sa mga nakababatang henerasyon.

Ipahintulot nyo’ng sa pagkakataong ito na imbitahin ang lahat, lalo na
ang ibang “mga kababayan” upang sumali sa pagpupulong at maliit na
salo-salo tuwing: ika- 6:30 ng hapon, ng ika-tatlong Biyernes, ng ika-
dalawang buwan (susunod ay sa darating na Augusto 16) sa Shirley David
Hall para sa aming. Para sa karagdagang impormasyon, ang aking
impormasyon ay makikita sa ating lingguhang anunsyo.

Ang Ministeryo ng
mga Filipino sa 
Christ the King

Filipino Ministry of
Christ the King

The Public Information Officer from the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office, Melissa Bujeda, has supplied our e-mail group with the following
information:

As of July 29, 2019, 240 guns have been stolen this year from 207 unlocked vehicles in Jacksonville. There have been 2666 auto burglaries this
year, 1734 of them were unlocked.

Crime prevention starts with you. Do the #9PM Routine. Remove firearms, keys, and valuables from vehicles. Lock your doors. Thank you for
helping us with this serious problem.

Editor’s comment:Why would you wait for 9:00 p.m.? My vehicles stay locked 24/7 except when someone from my family is getting in or out
of the vehicles, or we’re cleaning the car, or other activities where we are outside with the vehicle. If I put stuff in my vehicle to run errands and have
to go back in the house to get something I forgot, I lock the vehicle even if it’s only going to take the proverbial minute. Please lock your vehicle
always.

On another note to the ladies: When I leave the store with groceries, the first thing I do with my purse is put it in the part of the vehicle where I’m
loading the groceries. When they’re all loaded. I take the purse with me to the driver’s area and tuck it away. Never put your purse on the passenger
seat where it’s visible. When I worked in Miami many years ago, there was a certain traffic light area on U.S.1 where, when you stopped for the red
light, the thieves would swiftly smash your passenger window, grab the purse and be gone before you could even yell stop. We live in a time, and a
city, where there is too much crime – do your utmost to not be the next victim.

Safety with 9 p.m. Routine
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by Yolanda Cerqueira

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is a world-wide organization of men and women whose mission is to
serve God by helping the poor. This year the Society celebrates 186 years of service.

The Society was founded by Frederic Ozaman, a young French student who was greatly troubled by the mis-
erable conditions in which the poor were living in his country. He and his companions decided to do something
about these conditions and so the Society was born. Frederic placed the Society under the patronage of Saint
Vincent de Paul, who was known for his works of charity at an earlier time.

We carry on the same traditions here at Christ the King. We are a group of men and women who meet once
a week to pray, reflect on the gospel message and discuss the needs of our clients. All information is confiden-
tial. During any particular week Vincentians go to a client’s home to assist with food, rent or JEA bills. But the
most important act we do is to bring Jesus and His loving message to them. Additionally, we also have an “emer-
gency assistance” program which is located in the rectory. Most of the clients are homeless or live in a nearby
motel. We provide them with bag lunches, helpful information, counsel and prayer. 

Vincentians will be the first to acknowledge that the little help they give is returned ten-fold by the blessings they receive from their clients. 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society

by Deacon George Barletta

Today we are invited to live in
the awareness of our one God in
three persons. Many people may
look to this day as the time when
someone will explain the doctrine
of the Trinity. Those people are not
alone as there are many of us who
cannot fully understand it. In the
New Testament we do not hear of
any of the writers explaining the
Trinity. The word “Trinity” does
not even appear in the Bible. They
simply spoke of God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy

Spirit. They were even mentioned all together but always without expla-
nation. It is one of the greatest mysteries of faith. There are three divine
persons sharing the same divine nature in God. As we read in the
Catechism - “There is one God, who has three persons, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Each person is God and yet there is still one God.” 

The doctrine of the Trinity underlies all major Christian feasts. We
begin Mass and our prayers and it is within the sacraments -“In the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” We are baptized,
absolved of our sins and anointed in the name of the Blessed Trinity. We
see the number “3” not only in the three persons of the Holy Trinity but
elsewhere. The Holy Family - Jesus, Mary and Joseph; three wise men;
the prodigal son parable - the father and two sons; Jesus is tempted by
Satan three times; Jesus is denied by Peter three times; Jesus falls three
times on the way to Calvary; there are three crosses on Calvary; Jesus
rises after three days and Jesus is priest, prophet and king. 

All the stories and parables of Jesus have a beginning, middle and end
- three. You can see the number “3” has so much significance. Our knowl-
edge of the Most Holy Trinity is made possible by God because He has
chosen to reveal Himself to us as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God the
Father is God the Creator. Jesus as God the Son taught us that God loves
and cares for us. He is God who has unfounded and limitless love, mercy
and forgiveness for us. Who loves us so much that as Jesus, He became
one of us in His human form but of divine nature to suffer and die for us.
As God the Holy Spirit, we see and know God is with us and within us.

The doctrine of the Trinity shows us an inner relationship of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit in such a way that each is equally and fully
God and yet are not three gods but one God that cannot be fully under-
stood by the human mind. It is one essence but that essence is distin-
guished by three persons - Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is not easy to
understand but since we are people who have limits on our understanding
and even of language, how can we, as limited as we are, be expected to
fully grasp the limitless? Why should we be concerned with something
that we cannot fully explain? Why should we care about the Most Holy
Trinity and why do we celebrate a special Sunday for the Most Holy
Trinity? Remember that the Most Holy Trinity tells us not only of some-
thing important about God but it also tells us something important about
ourselves.  

Our God is a God of relationship. God does not exist in isolation or
alone. He is with all of us in community. God exists as a loving and
dynamic relationship in full and total communion as Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. We are made in the image and likeness of God. We are made not to
be alone but to live our life in loving relationship.

When life is not going as expected and we are upset or filled with
emotion and we are in conflict, it almost always has to do with something
in our relationships. We are called by our own very nature to be in a lov-
ing relationship with our family, friends, neighbors, co-workers and all in

community. Sometimes that is easier said than done. That is because we
are all different and it sometimes warrants us to work harder on those rela-
tionships. We are all different but we are all equal. Building and sustain-
ing relationships is hard work but the results are rewarding and over-
whelming. It may not be easy and we all know it is not easy but it is
worthwhile.

Each time we bless ourselves we are not only publicly professing our
faith and our belief in the Most Holy Trinity but we are also reminded of
our relationship with God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit. And while we look upward to check on that relationship far above,
we need to check on our relationship close to home. We need to look at
our relationship with one another. It is living in a loving relationship that
we are most like our God and that is when we are most at ease, most at
peace and more fully alive as we are children of God.

We need to respect not only others but ourselves. We need to be that
shining example. We are created in love to be in a community of loving
persons just as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are united in love. When
we are baptized, we belong to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. How won-
derful it is to be part of such a beautiful and loving family. The love, unity
and joy that we have in relationship among the Most Holy Trinity should
be always within our families - not only in our families at home but our
Christian family and all those around us. Our family truly becomes
Christian when we live in a relationship of love with God and with oth-
ers. When we are in relationship with God and with all others we become
like that of God. We are in relationship with God and others. Like God the
Father we are called to be creators as we build up our families, our Church
and our community. Like God the Son, we are called upon to reconcile, to
restore what was broken and to put the pieces of the puzzle back together
and like God the Holy Spirit, we are to uncover and teach the truth. We
need to be true and dedicated witnesses to Christ in thought, word and
deed. We have a great opportunity right now because there are so many
people who have drifted away, are not on the right path or are lost. They
are not aware of God’s love for them. They are not aware of God’s pres-
ence in their daily lives, activities and all that they do. There are too many
people who do not recognize what God can and will do for them. Instead
of trying to turn to God they are too busy turning away. We need to let
them know that God loves not only them but all of us. It is up to us to
bring God to our people and our people to God.

So when you are leaving here today and someone asks you to explain
the Most Holy Trinity you can say: The Most Holy Trinity is the relation-
ship of God the Father with God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. And
because I have been created in the image and likeness of God, I only exist
in relationship with others. I am who I am because God is who God is. 

So today, let us give ourselves the time and opportunity to be renewed
in our relationship with the Most Holy Trinity - the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. May we have a renewal in the graces we need and the
desire to enjoy God’s love for us, and for all. 

Let us remember all fathers on Father’s Day. Let us remember those
who are still with us and those who have passed. Let us remember all the
good they did for us, all they taught us and all they sacrificed for us. Let
us remember that just as our Heavenly Father looks out for us so did our
birth father. For those who are with us and those who have passed, let us
pray for them for who they are. They may not have been an influential
world leader or someone who saved the world or someone who was a
celebrity or famous. Maybe he was not rich or did not see his name plas-
tered all over the news or was in the limelight. Maybe he was not the most
attractive man and maybe he was the one who may have embarrassed you
in front of your friends just by how he looked or what he did. But let us
not ever forget and always remember him as he was and always will be
for he is one of the greatest men who ever lived because he is “our father.”

AMEN.

Most Holy Trinity
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by Nick Klepac, PGK

K’Cees’ Bunko Knight - Another great Bunko night was held Saturday,
July 13, at 6:30 p.m. with the next one scheduled for September 14, 2019.
This event is open to everyone. Come out and join us for Bunko. Over 59
million people play this game yearly. Bunko is a social dice game involv-
ing 100% luck and no skill, although we have a few regular players that
would disagree! You must call and reserve a seat to play, and for dinner.
Cost is $10 per person. Please RSVP/buy ticket on line at https://coun-
cil4727.com/kcees-rsvp-page or call Laura Morris at 904-874-7100. 

Road Cleanup - The Knights, under the direction of Mike Stirna, con-
ducted the monthly road cleanup on Lone Star Road (second Saturday of
each month). We meet monthly at the parking lot of St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church at the corner of Lone Star Road and Carlotta Road at
8:00 a.m. Come out and help us keep our community clean.

Knights of the Brotherly Care - Knights meet at Christ the King on the
first Saturday to attend Mass. They then distribute Holy Eucharist and/or
provide fellowship to our fellow Knights/spouses who are unable to
attend Mass or are homebound. If you know of a brother Knight/spouse
in need, please contact Dennis Scobie at 904-535-8205 or email at
md12848@yahoo.com. 

First Friday Masses - The Knights host a First Friday Mass each month
at our hall on Arlington Expressway. All are welcome to join us. Mass
starts at 6:30 p.m. followed by a potluck dinner. Please bring a favorite
dish to share. 

Annual Golf Tournament at Queen’s Harbor Yacht and Golf Club -
The Knights held their 37th annual charity golf tournament at Queen’s
Harbor followed by dinner and awards ceremony at Miller’s Ale House
Regency, Sunday, June 23, at 1:30 p.m. collecting over $5,500 in funds for
charity. Thank you to all that participated and sponsored this annual event.
Some of the local charities benefited by the golf tournament are: L’Arche
Harbor House, Legacy of Care, Emergency Pregnancy Services, and The
Inn Ministry.

We are Knights
Serving Christ the King Catholic Church

K of C Installation of Officers - The new fraternal year Knights of Columbus Council
4727 Installation of Officers was held June 8 at Christ the King. The evening began with
the 4:00 p.m. Mass, followed by the installation ceremony, dinner, and awards presenta-
tion. The newly elected officers for the 2019-2020 fraternal year are:
Grand Knight - Mark Gregorio
Chaplain - Father James Boddie
Deputy Grand Knight - Terry Frank
Financial Secretary - Ralph Mosley PGK
Recorder - Michael Derr
Treasurer - Netito Espejo
Advocate - Al Martin
Warden - Mike Duncan

Inside Guard - Tim Wright
Outside Guards - Scott Lutheran
One Year Trustee - Tom Guggisberg PGK
Two Year Trustee - Bruce Belet
Three Year Trustee - Nick Klepac PGK
District Deputy - David Sawyer
Insurance Agent - Terrence Mahoney
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We are Knights
Serving Christ the King Catholic Church

Major upcoming events: 

Campaign for People with Intellectual Disabilities
(Tootsie Roll Drive) - The Knights annual Tootsie Roll
Drive will be held at Publix (Merrill and Townsend)
September 21 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Publix
(University and Atlantic) September 22 from 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. The Knights will also hold the drive at CTK
Parish after all Masses September 28 and 29.

PB&J Sandwich Making for St. Francis Soup Kitchen -
August 30 at 6:00 p.m.

Corporate Communion at CTK - September 8 at 9:00
a.m. Mass followed by free breakfast for the parish.

Jaguar Football at the K of C Hall - The Knights will
hold Jaguars’ tailgating at the K of C Hall once the presea-
son begins with all away games shown on national TV
Sundays. Times and dates will be published in the bulletin.
Please BYOB and bring a dish to share for our famous
game day potlucks.

Look at the latest bulletin or our council website at
https://council4727.com for additional events and updates
to our schedule.

Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich Making - The Knights, families and members of
Christ the King created 600 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for the St. Francis Soup
Kitchen Friday, June 28.  Several participants then met at Pizza Hut on Merrill Road
for dinner.  The sandwiches were delivered to the soup kitchen Saturday morning at
8:30 a.m. to feed the homeless.

Walk for Life - The Knights and other members from
Christ the King walk and pray each Monday at 8:30 a.m.
in front of the abortion clinic on University Boulevard,
weather permitting. Come join us and let our pro-life
voice be heard. We also have openings to stand on
Powers Avenue.

Squires’ 2019-2020 Fraternal Year Installation

The Knights of Columbus Council 4727, young men’s
group, Circle 2121 held their installation of officers at the
Knights’ hall July 21.  New officers installed were:
Chief Squire - Jonathan Hymes
Deputy Chief Squire - James Fair
Notary - Tyler Crutchfield
Bursar - Jacob Hymes
Spiritual Chairman - Bruno Soto
Service Chairman - Zachary Crutchfield
Circle Chairman - Jonathan Hymes
Membership Chairman - Mason Moore
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by Bernie Klepac

What is a K’Cee? Who can be a
K’Cee? Do you know a K’Cee?
The name “K’Cee” is a play on the
initials of Knights of Columbus -
K. C. Get it? Any Catholic lady or
non-Catholic wife of a Knight of
the Knights of Columbus Council
4727, at least 18 years old, can
become a K’Cee, a member of the
Ladies Auxiliary. Since the

inception of the K’Cees in 1964,
many Christ the King and
Resurrection parishioners are, and
have been, K’Cees over the years.
I’ll bet you know at least one
member!

The K’Cees encourage faith,
fellowship and spirituality with
family and friends while coming
together to serve God and to do
charitable works. We seek to
promote interest in the Knights of
Columbus by supporting their
functions, projects and charities. 

You may ask what, and how, do
we do these things? We work
together with Council 4727 to raise
funds to help charities in our
Arlington area of Jacksonville.
Bunko and our Christmas Raffle
are just two ways we raise monies. 

For the last several years, the
K’Cees hosted Bunko Knights at

the Knights’ Hall at 6030 Arlington
Expy. Bunko is a dice game similar
to Yahtzee. Our Bunko Knights are
every other month, usually the
second Saturday of the month. We
start at 6:30 p.m. with a light supper
and game play starts at 7:00 p.m.
We break after three or so games
for desserts and finish up after one
or two more games. All this for
$10; its Bring Your Own Bottle (if
you’d like something besides water
and tea.) Fifty-fifty tickets are sold
throughout the evening and the
winning ticket is drawn at the very
end of the night. (50% of the
monies collected are given to the
winner of 50/50.)

We’ve hosted a baby shower for
the moms and babies of The Inn
Ministry. The K’Cee members
contributed clothing, toys, diapers
and wipes, an infant-to-toddler car

seat and 20 blankets made by our
members. 

We meet regularly at 7:00 p.m.
on the second Tuesday of the
month (the same time as the
Knights meet), September through
May.

- We invite you to join us -

You can complete our
membership signup form and pay
your dues on the website,
https://council4727.com/, all at the
same time! Or, print it out and bring
the completed form along with $15
for dues on September 10, when we
resume monthly meetings. We can
update your information for our
directory while having a grand time
sharing tales of our summer. 

K’CEES, C/O Knight’s Hall,
6030 Arlington Expy.,
Jacksonville, FL 32211  904-874-
7100

What is a K’Cee?

Reprinted with permission
from The Resident Community
News Group LLC ©2019

When Emergency Pregnancy
Services held its annual Beer for
Life fundraiser at San Marco’s
Southern Grounds coffee house
May 9, it was more a “friendraiser”
than fundraiser.

“We are doing this more to
increase awareness of our services
for people in the younger
generation,” said Sandra Duggan,
executive director of the Riverside-
based crisis pregnancy center.
“Wherever beer is, there are
millennials. We want to bring
awareness of our pregnancy
counseling and community
resources.”

Guests at the event were
encouraged to participate in the
nonprofit’s silent auction and to
enjoy beer, wine, and charcuterie, a
Southern Grounds specialty.
Having full run of the popular San
Marco restaurant, guests enjoyed
socializing not only in the

comfortable surroundings inside
but also outside on the patio where
they were serenaded by the band
Rockabillies.

Friendraiser brings
awareness to

pregnancy services

Staci and Mike Duncan with Mary Ann Middleton and Bernie and Nick Klepac

Charlie Arnold, Patricia Cronk and
Jill Arnold

Jamie Ramos, Lauren Kingry and 
Lauren Willey

New 2019 - 2020 K’Cees Officers
(L - R) Laura Morris, Diana Morris, Staci Duncan, Cathy Connell

by Adriana Giles

Our two fields required nine months of renovations. The renovations
were made possible by $100,000 in financial contributions and the
volunteered time of many. This helped our three project directors: Mr.
Mike Cascone, Mr. Chris Hildreth, and Mr. Todd Dunkley with all the
repairs our fields desperately needed.

The softball/soccer field was completely redone. Some trees had to be
removed and the field was leveled. A new irrigation system, sod, fencing,
screen covers, and a running track were all added. A banner with the
names of the volunteers that made our dream possible is hanging at the
front entrance of the field. Thank you to all those parents and children of
Christ the King who helped over many weekends.

Also, the retention pond on the right-hand side of the softball/soccer
field had to be completely cleaned out and repaired. The pond walls were
reinforced so it would not damage all the repairs and fixes done to our
renovated field. Volunteers worked long hours fixing the problem. 

The T-ball field next to the CTK gym was also renovated. The field
was leveled and a track was added. It now has new fencing from Morning
Star on Mickler Rd. all the way to Larkin Rd. ending at the wall of the
convent. The sprinkler system was also repaired.

The nuns also got a fenced-in garden where they can now grow fruits
and vegetables for their own consumption.

Thank you to all who generously helped us raised the $100,000 for
improvements and also for all the volunteers that donated their time.
Thank you for making our dream possible!

Softball/Soccer Field and T-ball
Field at Christ the King
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Queens
and
Kings

by Annie Sabitino

The May meeting of the Queens and Kings had a patriotic theme
with Memorial Day a couple weeks away. Hot dogs and all the fix-
ings were enjoyed by all. Birthdays and anniversaries were
announced, also members that are ill and in need of prayers. Officers
were announced for the coming year, and will be installed at the next
meeting. Fifty-fifty was played and door prizes were given out.

The June meeting was held on the ninth and had a tropical theme.
This is the last meeting until September. Edward Latimer played
songs on his violin while we were eating. The “Vintage Players”
entertained us with their “Bits and Pieces” skits that they perform so
well, and gave us all quite a few good laughs. The players are retired
senior citizens that love to entertain and have been to the Queens and
Kings once before.

New officers for next year were installed as follows:

President Susan Roche
Vice President Georgette Shalley
Secretary Kathryn Splinter
Treasurer Barbara Hanuscin

Hope you all have a good summer.  See you in September.
Anyone 55 and over is invited to join. Dues are $5 per year.
Guests are always welcome.

Christ the King Out Scores 85%
of the Nation on standardized

testing!

James Hanapel Graduation

by Stephanie Engelhardt and
Adriana Giles

This past March grades
2 through 8 at Christ the
King took the Terra Nova 3.
This is a nationally standard-
ized test commonly given to
students in grades K-12 that
measures achievement in
reading, language arts, math-
ematics, science, social stud-
ies, vocabulary, spelling,

important higher-order thinking skills as well as basic and applied
skills. The Terra Nova 3 test is published by CTB/McGraw-Hill and
has set the bar for the highest standards in research, item reliability,
item validity, and technical quality.

The U.S. Department of Education determines what scores from
all acceptable private testing companies equate to the top 15% of the
nation. At Christ the King, a test equivalent was not included for
second grade on the Terra Nova 3. The math and reading scores for
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth grade all fell within the score
ranges of the top 15% of the nation. Congratulations, students and
teachers. Our little school tested big!

by Cynthia Surles

James Hanapel, grandson of the Courier editor (Cynthia Surles), is
pictured with his parents, Kim (Eddy) and Dean Hanapel, after graduation
from Terry Parker High School. His mother, Kim, graduated from eighth
grade at Christ the King School, later graduated public school and has
worked at Boyd and Jenerette law firm for 25 years. His dad, Dean, is a
teacher at Terry Parker and was able to proudly present James with his
certificate on stage.
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First
Communion 

by Father Bernie

This year, our community has
seven children who have received
Confession and Holy Communion
for the first time in their lives. First
Confession took place on Sunday,
May 12, and the following Sunday,
May 19, the children received First
Communion. Congratulations to
our children and their families.
Sincere thanks to their parents and
teachers, especially to Ms. Nga
Loyd for teaching catechism and
helping to organize this ceremony.

XƯNG TỘI RƯỚC LỄ LẦN ĐẦU
Năm nay cộng đoàn chúng ta có them 7 em được Xưng Tội và Rước

Lễ Lần Đầu. Cám em được xưng tội hôm Chúa Nhật, ngày 12 tháng 5. Và
Chúa Nhật sau đó, ngày 19 tháng 5, các em lần đầu tiên trong đời được
rước Chúa vào lòng. Chúc mừng các em và gia đình. Chân thành cám ơn
các phụ huynh của các em, quí thầy cô, cách riêng cô Nga Loyd đã dạy
giáo lý và giúp tổ chức buổi lễ này. 

Để chuẩn bị các lớp học cho
các em vào đầu năm học 2019-
2020 sắp tới đây, khuôn viên phía
sau Trung Tâm Lạc Việt đã bắt
đầu được tiến hành:

Cuối Tháng 4 vừa qua, một số
anh em đã mướn máy về tự xay lá
và các cành cây khô. Tuy nhiên, vì
trở ngại với đống cây quá to cho
nên giữa tháng năm vừa qua cộng
đoàn đã quyết định nhờ nhà thầu
Shaw’s Tree Service đến giúp với
giá là $3,800.00. 

Chương trình kế tiếp là sẽ đổ
thêm khoảng 20 xe đất cho cao,
rồi đặt các cột bê-tông xuống
trước khi kéo 2 trailers về. Sau đó,
là sẽ tráng xi-măng và làm đẹp
khuôn viên.

CHUẨN BỊ LỚP
HỌC CHO CÁC EM

Preparing Class Area for
Children

by Father Bernie

We have started preparing a campus behind the Vietnamese Cultural
Center (Lac Viet Center) for children’s classes for the beginning of the
upcoming school year 2019-2020.

At the end of April, some brothers rented machines to grind the leaves
and dried branches. However, because of the obstacle of big fallen trees
due to a previous storm, the community decided in mid-May to ask the
contractor, Shaw’s Tree Service, to help with the price of $ 3,800.00. 

The next project is to add about 20 more truckloads of dirt to the
ground, then put down the concrete columns before pulling two trailers
in. After that, it will be coated with cement and landscaped.

BẾP NHÀ TA NẤU

Our Kitchen - Our Cooking
by Father Bernie

Every Sunday, “OUR KITCHEN – OUR COOKING” at Lạc Việt
Center is open to serve authentic Vietnamese Food to everyone in the
community. Anyone who has the time and energy to do tasks such as
cooking or cleaning is invited to join the team to serve. Please contact Ms.
Lien Huong at 904-629-6220. In addition, “OUR KITCHEN – OUR
COOKING” cordially invites everyone to come enjoy the food and
support the spirit of the cooking team. Quality guaranteed! If it’s not
delicious, don’t pay ... double.

Mỗi Chúa Nhật hằng tuần, Bếp Nhà Ta Nấu vẫn mở cửa để phục vụ
quí ông bà anh chị em. Quí anh chị nào có giờ và còn sức làm như nấu
nướng, dọn dẹp thì mời đến giúp chuẩn bị để phục vụ. Xin liên lạc với chị
Liên Hương. Ngoài ra, Bếp Nhà Ta Nấu thiết tha kính mời quí ông bà
anh chị em đến thưởng thức và ủng hộ tinh thần anh chị em phục vụ. Bảo
đảm chất lượng, không ngon không trả tiền… gấp đôi. 
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