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Lovely Lady dressed in blue --- 
Teach me how to pray! 
God was just your little boy, 
Tell me what to say! 
Did you lift Him up, sometimes, 
Gently on your knee? 
Did you sing to Him the way 
Mother does to me? 

Did you hold His hand at night? 
Did you ever try 
Telling stories of the world? 
O! And did He cry? 
Do you really think He cares 
If I tell Him things --- 
Little things that happen? And 

Do the Angels' wings 
Make a noise? And can He hear 
Me if I speak low? 
Does He understand me now? 
Tell me - for you know. 
Lovely Lady dressed in blue --- 
Teach me how to pray! God was just your little boy, 
And you know the way. 
 - Mary Dixon Thayer 
 
Editor’s Note: Mary Dixon Thayer was an American Roman 
Catholic poet and tennis player, born in 1896. The poem 
above was originally released in her book The Child On His 
Knees. It was published by Macmillan in 1926 and was full 
of her beautiful poems and prayers. Archbishop Fulton 
Sheen loved the poem and popularized it on his television 
show in the 1950s.  

Lovely Lady Dressed in Blue 

by Lucille Guzzone  
  
 A scholar once asked Jesus, "...and who is my neigh-
bor?” - Luke 10:29. Jesus answered with the parable of the 
good Samaritan. We are all familiar with the story of the 
beaten and dying man lying by the roadside. A priest and 
Levite, who were of his own country, were passing by but 
refused to help. However, a Samaritan, who was shunned by 
the victim's own people, stopped to offer him care. He 
poured oil on the man's wounds and bandaged them. He then 
took him to an inn where his kindness and concern contin-
ued.   
 This lesson is so important to us today in our own coun-
try. The news is filled with stories of American citizens 
abusing and hurting each other because of differences in 
religion or race, or even mere superficial characteristics. "He 
is different from me; therefore, I want nothing to do with 
him." Jesus's lesson is ignored and rebuffed. Today's human-
ity is no different from the time that the Lord walked upon 
the earth. His lesson to us should resound now even more.   
 We are a nation of much diversity. This is such a bless-
ing. Where else can we increase our knowledge of other cul-
tures, become familiar with foreign traditions, and learn new 
languages? There is no better place than in this country 

where there is such a 
possibility of under-
standing, and sharing 
of ideas. We should 
be aware of same-
ness rather than that 
of difference.  
 Our parish is a 
perfect example ex-
periencing and ap-
preciating diversity. 
We are fortunate to 
have a loving church 
family whose parish-
ioners truly care for 
each other both in the pews and in the world beyond the 
church doors.   
 Although we are unique in our appearances, styles, and 
shades of skin color, we celebrate our spiritual and human 
brotherhood as we are all children of God. Each one of us, 
through the loving Grace of our Creator, can be a Samaritan 
of the Twenty-first Century by never hesitating to reach out 
our hands and hearts to all those we meet along life's road.   

The Good Samaritan of the Twenty-First Century 
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by Jerry Blair 
 
 For the last year or so, I would guess the word 
"appointment" has been used more than any other on all 
the news stations. Trying to make one for the COVID-
19 pandemic test and then the vaccination has caused 
anxiety, frustration and even anger to a lot of people. 
 Fortunately, all appointments are not that difficult, 
especially ours. 

WE HAVE AN APPOINTMENT  
WE did not make this appointment. It has been 
made for us.  
We cannot change this appointment. 
We cannot cancel this appointment. 
We will not receive a confirming e-mail about 
this appointment. 
We do not yet know the hour or date of this 
appointment. 
We will be notified at the exact moment of our 
appointment. 
We will neither miss nor be late for this 
appointment. 
We need to be well prepared for this, the most 
important appointment of our life. 

 Our appointment is for a face-to-face meeting with 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 I am sure our greeting will be determined by the 
way we are now living our lives on earth. 
 We need to prepare, while we still have time, 
through prayer, listening to, and reading scripture and 
following those “ten simple rules.”  
 We need to have Christ first in our lives. 
 

B. I. B. L. E. 
Basic, Instructions, Before, Leaving Earth  

Our APPOINTMENT 

By Butch Ferrizi 
 
 Chris Hildreth, commissioner of 
the Christ the King Athletic Academy 
(CKAA), has re-energized its youth 
baseball program. With 85 players — 
boys and girls — this season is a 
modern day record. 
 Commissioner Hildreth stepped 
up three years ago and committed to 
rebuilding this great association 
which first began in 1960. Chris knew that following in the 
footsteps of people like Al Rucci, Frank Becht, Bob 
Deckert and others was not going to be an easy task but he 
and his board of directors and coaches have accomplished 
an amazing job. 
 Our two ballfields are in the best condition they have 
ever been since Mike McCall ran the program. Even Peter 
Bragan, former owner of the Jacksonville Suns, commented 
that our fields are the most professional he has seen for 
youth baseball in our area, thanks especially to the efforts 
led by Mike Cascone. 
 Chris and his gang are committed to growing CKAA in 
order to give our children an opportunity to learn, to grow, 
and to participate in a friendly environment where every 
child can enjoy the experience. Commissioner Chris and his 
board have set a goal to make our facilities second to none. 
With the help of a few special people and benefactors who 
have donated their time, talent, and treasure, CKAA has 
come a long way. 
 Our main goal is to build an indoor facility — partially 
open to the weather — which can be used for batting, 
pitching, and soccer training by the association’s players 
and the students of Christ the King School. 
 CKAA NEEDS YOUR HELP to accomplish this! If 
you are a past player, parent, coach or even a sibling of a 
player please consider “stepping up” and helping CKAA. If 
the reader knows of any funds or donations that can be 
made, especially by area businesses, please let Chris know. 
Commissioner Chris can be contacted via the CKAA.com 
website or by email at hildrethc@gmail.com. 
 Help us continue to make CKAA even better than 
before so we can enjoy another 60 years of helping the 
kids! 
 Thank you. 

Al Rucci 

Play Ball – 2021! 

Wisdom 
 
“Open your mind. Get up off the couch. Move.”  
 -  Anthony Bourdain 
 
 

“Don’t let yesterday take up too much of today.” 
 - Will Rogers 

 
 
“Please all, and you will please none.”    
 - Aesop 
 
 

“Some people are so poor, all they have is money.”  
- Jack Kerouac 

 
https://wisdomquotes.com/short-quotes/ 
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Out of the Desert 

by Ryan Gallagher 
 

 My name is Ryan and I recently 
returned from the Middle East 
following a multi-month rotational 
deployment with the Army. While in 
Arabia, I served as a Commissioned 
Officer, looking after some of 
America’s best soldiers as we 
honorably did our jobs. Challenging at 
times, I am relieved to be home, and 
grateful because in April, after 
seventeen years and a hiatus vis-à-

vis Uncle Sam, I finally completed RCIA with Deacon 
Barletta toward confirmation. Eager to receive this 
sacrament on Pentecost (in honor of Blessed Nunzio "Zio" 
Sulprizio) I am all the more content that this occurred 
through the CTK parish where I was once an elementary 
student. Nevertheless, this article is not about me, rather my 
confirmation sponsor – Mr. 
Henry “Nick” Klepac. 
 The Christ the King 
parish is truly graced to have 
Knights of Columbus 
Council 4727 at its service. 
Mr. Klepac was the 
council’s Grand Knight at 
the time I joined the 
brotherhood in the summer 
of 2018, following a long 
overdue reversion to the 
Church with a desire for an 

active role in its cause. Nick became a much-needed mentor 
who allowed me to rediscover what truth, sadly, many fall 
from, never to return.  
 As all the Knights continue to be, Nick was and remains 
generous with his time, talent, and treasure; the man loves 
God, his wife, and his country. There's nothing wrong with 
this. A retired U.S. Marine, Nick is the kind of gentleman 
one might imagine patriotically reclining on an Abrams tank 
- Old Glory swaying in the background. He's nursing a 
Yuengling with a theology book at his side and he engenders 
everything great about America and hot pumpkin pie. This is 
Nick Klepac, everyone. 
 The Klepac family is unapologetically Catholic. Nick 
and his wonderful wife, Bernie, are ardently Pro-Life, as are 
many here at CTK who staunchly remain so. They remain 
strong in a time when responsibility is increasingly scoffed 
at, and shirking accountability for one’s 
actions is tolerated. Pray the Church 
continues to have leaders like these, 
unafraid to take the solemn stance 
against the abominations of this age, to 
remind Christians of their inherent 
bravery and to keep the Faith. We are 
truly the light of the world. I have seen 
this. 
 Thank you to my K of C brothers, 
the K’Cees, Christ and His Church, past 
and present CTK clergy, my supportive 
family, DOSA, and each CTK 
parishioner who graciously gifts their 
own time, talent, and treasure toward 
mission success. To the Eucharist!  

Nick and Ryan, praying in front 

of Abortion Clinic  

Ryan and his father, 

Kelly 

by Maria L. Johnson 
 
 Morning Star School’s eighth grade confirmation 
candidates, who are parishioners at Christ the King Parish, 
had the opportunity to join with youths from across the 
Diocese to participate in MPact, a program which offers a 
day of service for middle schoolers. MPact allows students 
to participate in meaningful service, prayer, worship, and 
fellowship. Students were assigned two different work 

centers for the day. 
 First, they went to the 
Emergency Pregnancy 
Center. They raked and 
bagged leaves, weeded, and 
laid mulch in the planter 
areas. After breaking for a 
picnic lunch, they traveled to 
Somer’s Garden which is a 
community garden dedicated 

to a young girl who tragically 
lost her life. Students pulled 
weeds, planted herbs, vegetable 
plants, and laid compost and 
mulch. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to witness 
students’ willingness to give of 
their time and talents, and to 
work hard for others.  

MPact 
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STEM Student  

Interviews  
(continued from April) 

 

National Recognition  

for CTK STEM Coordinator  

Suzette Gagnon 
 
  

  
 Congratulations to Mrs. 
Suzette Gagnon who was 
awarded the Corteva 
Excellence in Agriculture 
Science Education Award for 
2021. Suzette is being 
recognized for exceptional 
work in agricultural education. 
  
 Our school program, due to 
her diligence, maintains 
extensive gardens, composting, 
and even chickens. Suzette, in 

addition to being featured in a video on the National Science 
Teaching Association website (nsta.org), also earned a 
$5,000 grant. Well done, Suzette! 

 
Well done! 

 
Sixth Grade: Julianna Burge 
 
Q: What is your favorite STEM project? Why? 
A: It is probably the shark project. It was really hard and 
 we didn’t finish it but it was fun to move around the 
 wires and get them all into place. 
 
Q: What is your favorite part about STEM class? Why? 
A: My favorite part about STEM class is probably it 
 being all hands on, it’s not like reading a book and 
 answering questions. You are actually doing projects 
 and working with other people. 
 
Q: What is your favorite tool to use in STEM? 
A: My favorite tool to use in STEM is the LEGO 
 Robotics Cube thing. 
 
Q: Do you do any after school clubs for STEM? If so, 
 what is your favorite thing about that club? 
A: I do Zookeeping, and my favorite thing about the club 
 is that all the animals have attitudes. Frodette tries to 
 break out of her cage every time we feed her. Fire, 
 he’s kind of fine. Newton likes to do her Spider-Man 
 stunt at lunch. The frog is a bit skittish, and most 
 people say chickens can’t fly but our chickens can fly. 
 
Q: What is one fun fact about yourself? 
A: I like to draw. 

 
Eighth Grade: Eliza Owens  
 
Q: What is your favorite STEM project? Why?  
A: My favorite project in STEM is the one where we put 
 certain things on our fingers to see our fingerprints in 
 different materials.   
 
Q: What is your favorite part about STEM class? Why? 
A: My favorite part about STEM class is designs when it 
 comes to the 3D printer.  
 
Q: What is your favorite tool to use in STEM? 
A: The 3D printer is probably my favorite tool.  
 
Q: Do you do any after school clubs for STEM? If so, 
 what is your favorite thing about that club? 
A: I do zookeeping. My favorite things about the club are 
 getting to feed animals, take care of them, and clean 
 their cages. It has always been fun to me.  
 
Q: What is one fun fact about yourself? 
A: I take care of animals at home. I have two birds and 
 one dog so I’m used to having not typical animals at 
 home. 
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Teacher Interviews - by Julie Meehan, Kaitlyn Webb and Chloe Vila 

Mrs. Lewis’ Interview  
 
Julie: How long have you been a 
teacher at CTK?  
Mrs. Lewis: This is my 14th 
year at Christ the King.  
 
Julie: Did you go to school here? 
If not, where?  
Mrs. Lewis: I did not go to 
Christ the King but my three 
children all graduated from Christ the King. I went to 
Assumption.  
 
Julie: What is the biggest change the school has made 
since you first started here?  
Mrs. Lewis: The biggest change the school has made 
since I first started is definitely becoming a STEM 
school with such a focus on science in our classrooms 
and on campus.  
 
Julie: What is your favorite part about being a teacher?  
Mrs. Lewis: My favorite part about being a teacher is 
being with the young children. I truly love teaching 
first grade. Students at this age are happy and excited 
about learning. They love God and each other. To 
encourage the students and watch them grow is such a 
blessing.  
 
Julie: Have you always wanted to work at a school? If 
not, what did you want to do?  
Mrs. Lewis: I have always wanted to be a teacher or 
work with children in some capacity.  

Mrs. Brown’s Interview  
 
Kaitlyn: How many years have you been at CTK?  
Mrs. Brown: 20  
 
Chloe: What is your favorite part about being a teacher?  
Mrs. Brown: Watching the kids from fourth to eighth grade.  
 
Kaitlyn: Did you go to school here? If not, where?  
Mrs. Brown: No, I did not go to school here. I went to school in Connecticut, but I started Catholic school 
in middle school. I went to a Catholic middle school then went to a Catholic high school very similar to 
Bishop Kenny. My kids went to St. Paul’s at the Beach and they graduated from Bishop Kenny.  
 
Chloe: What is the biggest change the school has made since you first started here?  
Mrs. Brown: I like the STEM focus that we have right now and I like the fact that we have so many resources for our kids as far as 
technology goes. It really helps adding variety to teaching. Sometimes we don’t have internet and it’s like oh, I gotta go back to the 
old school way I did 20 years ago when we didn’t have internet. We really are blessed that we have all this at our access and we can 
use it anytime. It really helps the learning process because not everyone learns the same. So, it’s great to have a lot of different tools 
to choose from and I think it makes it less tedious for you. Rather than just lecture, lecture, lecture, you can check things out and do 
different projects. That I really like, and I like it because it helps me grow. I am a teacher but I like to be a student too. So it’s 
teaching me a lot as well.  
 
Kaitlyn: Have you always wanted to be a teacher? If not, what did you want to be?  
Mrs. Brown: Yes, actually I wanted to be a PE teacher when I was growing up but my parents discouraged me from being a PE 
teacher. So I went to college and got a business degree. I worked in business for a while and I hated it and when I had an 
opportunity I started substitute teaching and when my kids were little I went back to school and got my master’s degree. I got to be 
what I wanted to be, when I began anyway. Not a PE teacher though.  


