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Monsignor James R. Boddie, Jr.  

 The Reverend James R. Boddie, Jr., was born to parents James 
R. Boddie, Sr. and Mattie B. Boddie on September 6, 1950 in 
Jacksonville, Florida. Reverend Boddie graduated from St. Pius V 
Catholic School and Bishop Kenny High School. 
 He was the first African American to attend the Catholic 
Seminary of St. John Vianney in Miami. There he received his 
Associate of Arts degree in 1972. He attended St. Vincent de Paul 
Major Seminary in Boynton Beach, Florida where he received the 
following degrees: Bachelor of Arts, Master of Divinity, and Master 
of Theology. 
 On May 28, 1978, Reverend Boddie became the first African 
American to be ordained a catholic priest in the history of the 
Diocese of St. Augustine and in the State of Florida. 
 Reverend Boddie was assigned to St. Paul’s Catholic Church in 
Jacksonville from 1978 to 1979. During this assignment, he was a 
teacher at Bishop Kenny. He also served as Master of Ceremonies 
for Bishop Paul F. Tanner. He was then assigned as associate pastor 
to Christ the King in Jacksonville from 1979 to 1980. He next was 
assigned as associate pastor at St. Catherine of Siena Catholic 
Church in Orange Park, Florida from 1980 to 1982. He was 
appointed pastor of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Green Cove 
Springs, Florida from 1982 to 1994. 

Continued 
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 In 1994, Reverend Boddie was appointed pastor of 
the church he grew up in, St. Pius V Catholic Church 
and School in Jacksonville, from 1994 to 2002. From 
2002 to 2014 Reverend Boddie was pastor at St. 
Catherine’s. From February 1, 2014 to the present he 
has been pastor of Christ the King in Jacksonville. 
 He has held the following positions in the Diocese 
of St. Augustine: member of the Human Sexuality 
Education Committee, chaplain of the Legion of 
Mary, member of the College of Consultors to the 
Bishop of the Diocese of St. Augustine, member of 
the Diocesan’s Stewardship Council, member of the 
Presbyteral Council (which serves as a body of 
advisors to the bishop), member of the Diocesan 
Clergy Personnel Committee, Director of the Office of 
Black Catholics, member of the Diocesan Liturgical 
Commission, member of the Diocesan Curia as the 
Defender of the Bond on the Diocesan Tribunal, 
member of the Board of Trustees for St. Vincent de 
Paul Regional Seminary, and a member of the 
Diocesan Vocations Board. 
 Reverend Boddie has been involved in numerous 
community organizations including: being a member 
of Who’s Who Among Black Americans, the first 
African American to be inducted into the Rotary Club 
of Green Cove Springs, a member of the Mary 
Singleton Foundation, a member of the Jacksonville 
Mayor’s Committee for Religious Leaders, a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Community Alliance 
Development Corporation, member of the Weed and 
Seed Program, a member of the Board of Directors of 
the InterChurch Coalition for Action, a member of the 
Action Reconciliation and Empowerment (ICARE) 
movement, a member of the Jacksonville Mayor’s 
Victim Assistance Council, serving as vice 
chairperson of the Professional Consultation 
Committee for Clinical Pastoral Education at the 
former University Medical Center, a member of the 
African American and Jacksonville Chamber of 
Commerce, a member of the Board of Directors for 
Orange Park’s American Cancer Society, and 
Chaplain Coordinator for the Clay County, Florida 
Jail. 
 Reverend Boddie holds the current Diocesan 
positions: Coordinator of Priests’ Personnel, Chaplain 
for the Boy and Girl Scouts, moderator for the Black 
Catholic Commission, member of Guardian of 
Catholic Schools Board of Trustees, and member of 
the Board of Directors for the Warren Powers 
Foundation. 

Monsignor James R. Boddie, Jr. 
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Confirmation 2021 

by Sandy Hill 
 
Congratulations!! Bishop Felipe Estévez celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation with 21 of Christ the King’s 
young men and women on June 3, 2021. They processed into the church wearing white robes with red accents. 
Their sponsors walked proudly beside each candidate. Bishop Estévez gave a nice homily focusing on the 
students and their goals for their future faith-filled life. The confirmation candidates and the congregation 
renewed their baptismal vows, then the bishop confirmed the candidates. Following the celebration Bishop 
Estévez stayed for a group picture and also posed for photos with each confirmandi with their family. Overall, it 
was a great celebration of the commitment of our young people to their Catholic faith. 

LouisaElena 

Daniel, Father Martin, and 

Bishop Estévez 

The Boys (of Summer) are back in town ! 

by Jeannie Wilks 
 

 Our Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp are 
back with a full stadium! Christ the 
King is planning our annual baseball 
outing once again this year and we look 
forward to seeing YOU there! 
 Despite the prices on the website, 
the Jacksonville Jumbo Shrimp are 
offering us the same price as two years 
ago, $26 per person. This includes an all
-you-can-eat buffet from 6:00 p.m. till 
7:30 p.m., a ticket for the game, and 

fireworks. 
 The buffet will include drinks, chicken, hamburgers, 
hotdogs, sides, and cookies - something for everyone. 
Reservations can be made in the parish office during 
regular business hours, starting now. 
 You will pick up your armbands and tickets at the 
stadium’s Will Call upon your arrival Friday evening, 
August 13, 2021. 
 If you have attended in the past, you know how much 

fun we have; even those who don’t normally watch 
baseball have enjoyed the excitement 
and friendship of our CTK family 
and an evening together.  
 We have had almost 100 in 
attendance and were one of the 
largest recognized groups at the 
ballpark. Let’s hit it out of the park 
again this year, and have over 100 
members join our outing. Let’s make 
some noise together, cheering our 
home team to another win! 
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Nate Tinner, Co-founder of Black Catholic Messenger 

 My name is Nate Tinner and I am 
proud to be a Black Catholic. 
 
 Last year, while studying in the 
Institute for Black Catholic Studies (at 
Xavier University of Louisiana), I 
became especially enamored with the 
story of one Daniel Rudd, the editor 
and publisher of one of the first Black 

newspapers in America. 
 Rudd too was a proud Black Catholic, born into 
slavery in Kentucky and brought up in the faith. He would 
transform that faith into action as an adult, taking hold of 
freedom and becoming a well-known journalist and a 
champion of Catholicism in a time when discrimination 
against its practitioners was commonplace. 
 Reading his story, I was inspired but also troubled. It 
had been, after all, over 130 years since his Black Catholic 
newspaper, American Catholic Tribune, was founded. 
Where was the fruit of that work? What had happened to 
Black Catholic media? 
 I didn’t find many answers, and so I and a number of 
other African-American Catholics banded together in 
October 2020, to form what is now known as Black 
Catholic Messenger, a news and media website dedicated 
to the perspectives, stories, and experiences of African 
Americans in the Catholic Church. 
 Fast forward seven months, and I read online that a 
certain Black priest—indeed, the first Black priest—in 
Florida had been named a monsignor by Pope Francis. 
This was, of course, your own Monsignor James Boddie Jr. 
 I hadn’t heard of him before, but that’s nothing new 
for me. I’m a recent convert (December 2019), so learning 
new names is an everyday occurrence at this point. 
 Regardless, though, an African-American monsignor is 

not something you see every day. I know of only a 
handful. As such, I knew that I had to come to Jacksonville 
to cover the Mass being held in Monsignor Boddie’s 
honor. 
 While in town, I visited Holy Rosary, one of the three 
Black parishes in the city (including Crucifixion and St 
Pius V, Monsignor Boddie’s home parish). Their pastor, 
Father Bernardine Eikhuemelo, was announced by the 
diocese as a Missionary of Mercy on the same day Father 
Boddie was named a monsignor. 
 At Holy Rosary, I learned of the recently formed 
Guardian Catholic School, the remodeling being done at St 
Pius V, and the history there of priests from the Josephites 
(who minister at Black Catholic parishes specifically, and 
departed St Pius V in 1993). 
 I especially appreciated that last bit, as I’m scheduled 
to enter seminary with the Josephites later this year. My 
vocation has been a long journey, dating back to my days 
as a Protestant and into my conversion process in 2019. It 
all came full circle in a way as I experienced the First 
Coast for the first time.  
 Jacksonville and St. Augustine are some of the most 
historic sites in the country, after all, and some of the 
earliest sites of Black Catholicism as well. And Monsignor 
Boddie, of course, was pastored by the Josephites in this 
heartland of Black Catholics as he discovered his own 
vocation. 
 Thus, it was quite the weekend for me. To see the 
historic monuments, Monsignor Boddie honored, Black 
Catholicism celebrated, and the region’s many vibrant 
parishes on display, was truly worth the trip. 
 It gives me energy to keep steady on my own journey, 
toward the priesthood and toward sharing the stories of 
Black Catholics—just like Daniel Rudd. 

by Jeannie Wilks 
  
 Perspective and point of view are so profoundly 
important in handling our day to day experiences. My 
parents used to tell me it was my choice, I could laugh or I 
could cry. 
 I never realized how important that choice was until 
much later in life. It is not to say that life is easy or laughable 
or that we will not have moments when only tears will 
suffice to express our pain and sorrow. It is rather a matter of 
hope and connectedness, for if we can smile, then there is 
still hope and when we smile, it is an invitation to others to 
connect with us. 
 I am preparing to teach a humanities and interreligious 

dialogues course this year. I have taught and studied these 
subjects over the course of my life and never really noticed a 
profound simplicity. The sum of humanities is buried within 
its very name: human - I - ties. 
 Historically, we humans have shared our cultures and 
adopted from each other through travel, exploration, losses 
and victories, and trade; it is intricately woven within foods, 
music, literature, dance, and philosophy.  
 The rich texture and varied tapestry of humanity is 
woven by the I which ties the threads of cultures and humans 
together (connectedness). Each human feels the same pains 
and joys, the same doubts, and the same hopes – and we 
share cultural elements that are often unrecognized because 
we never looked up to notice them. 

The Human Factor 


