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PARISH ADDRESS 
3847 NE Glisan 
Portland, OR 97232 
Office: 503-232-4305 
www.allsaintsportland.org 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday ~ Friday 8:00 am ~ 4:00 pm 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Pastor~ Fr. Paul Jeyamani   x340 ~        
frpaul@allsaintsportland.com 
 
Dir. of Religious Ed. ~ Pat Fellers  
x339 patf@allsaintsportland.com 
 
Coordinator of Ministries ~ Megan 
Palinsky x339        
meganp@allsaintsportland.com 
 
Parish Finance Dir. ~ Lara Vinh x338 
larav@allsaintsportland.com 
 
Parish Scty. ~ Barbara Custer x337 
barbarac@allsaintsportland.com 
 

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATIVE     
TEAM 

Principal ~ Jon Myers  
 jonm@allsaintsportland.com 
 
Vice Principal ~ Kim Fadden 
kimf@allsaintsportland.com 
 
Vice Principal ~ Carla Russ 
cruss@allsaintsportland.com 
 
Dir. Curriculum ~ Melissa Haglund 
melissah@allsaintsportland.com 
 
School Bus. Mgr. ~ Sangeeta Sharma 
sangeetas@allsaintsportland.com 

 
 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
601 NE Cesar E. Chavez Blvd. 
Portland, OR 97232 
Office: 503-236-6205 Fax: 503-236-0781 

 
SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

8:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday: Vigil Mass: 5:30 pm   Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:30 am (First Sunday of each 
month 4:30 pm with the Sri Lankan Community) 
Weekday Mass: Monday—Saturday ~ 7:30 am   (Wed. ~ 8:30 am)  
Holy Days: (See bulletin for schedules)     School Masses: (See school monthly 
calendar )    Reconciliation: Sat. 4:00 pm or by appointment 

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US 
Whether you are a long-time parishioner and need to update your information or newly 
arrived in the parish and not yet registered, please complete the information below and 
place in the offertory basket or mail to the parish office. 
 
Name:_______________________________________Phone: _____________________ 
 
Address: _____________________________________ City: _____________Zip: ______ 
 
Email: __________________________________ 
 
New Parishioner ____    New Phone # ____  Returning Catholic ____ New Address _____ 
 
Moving (please remove from parish directory)  _____  Please send Sunday Offertory envelopes ____ 



 
Nov. 28th—Thanksgiving Day 
Mass—9:00 AM 
 
Dec. 1st—Family Mass/Advent 
Fair—After the 10:30 Mass, Parish 
Hall 
 
Dec. 11th—Advent Penance Litur-
gy—7:00 PM, Church 

Coordinators of Youth Ministry— 
                  Pat Fellers and Megan Palinsky 
Coordinators of Lectors— 
                     Dina Marie Hale & Rob Hale 
Coordinators of EEM— 
                    Terry Lewis & Mary Shepard 
Coordinator of Altar Servers— 
                                          Chris Bushman 
Coordinator of Sacristans— 
                                                    Rob Hale 
Pastoral Council Chair— 
                                             Mark Doleski 
Financial Council Chair— 
                                            Mike Haglund 
Director of Music Ministry— 
                                         Paulette McCoy   

REFLECTION OF THE WEEK 

 

COORDINATORS OF MINISTRIES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We, the members of All Saints Parish, a Catholic community em-
powered by the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Good News of Jesus 
Christ by continuing our heritage of dedication to:   ~ Celebration 
of the Sacraments ~ Education ~ Service ~ Outreach ~ 

 Please consider our ADVERTISERS for your needs. 

PRAYER LIST 
Suzanne Berg 
Kathryn Blake 
Cathy Bradach 
Joan Cassidy 
Maureen Cassidy 
William Cassidy 
Alex Cole 
Jim Colt 
Maria Colt  
Cindy Cox 
Lisa Denzler 
Michael Dilorreto 
Bill Diss & Family 
Ted Dodd 
Richard Dolan 
Bill Dugan 
Geri Ethen 
Pat Fellers 

Steven Greenfield 
Jeanette Greenstreet-
Crawford 
Benita Hanggi 
Pat Harrington 
Nancy Ho 
Shirley Klug 
Rosa Kusterer 
Lauran Laco 
Frances Linville 
Carol Maiorino 
Michele Mariana 
Mary McCallister 
Harvey McGowan 
Sheila Mims 
Mary Ann Myers 
P.J. Norman 
Dan Pedelaborde 

Mary Ries 
B.W.Rinehart 
Joel Rivera 
Edgardo (Bong)  
Salarzon 
Roger Sellon 
Florence Sharp 
Joan Strassmaier 
Dennis Sullivan 
Betty Swientek 
Chloe Swientek 
Paula Volla 
Vivienne Wiese 
Elizabeth Yanzick 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Month of
As of September, 2019 YTD

Offertory 29,028 83,139

Easter 0 0

Christmas 0 55

25 13,380

$29,053 $96,574

As of Sept 30, 2018 YTD

Offertory 31,172 100,124

Easter 0

Christmas 0

200 39,535

$31,372 $139,659

Operating Financial Summary

As of Sept 30, 2019 YTD

Income 29,402 98,342

Expense 38,315 112,599

‐$8,913 ‐$14,257Net

Pa rish  Fin a n cia l  Corn er

This Fiscal Year

Christmas in 

August

Total

       Last Fiscal Year

Christmas in 

August
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 November 17th, 2019 - 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  
Where would you go if the world was ending? What would you do? The last decade 
has seen a rise in doomsday prepping, the marketing of survival techniques, and a sea 
of products designed for you to weather the apocalypse. “The days will come when 
there will not be left a stone upon another that will not be thrown down,” Jesus warns 
in today’s Gospel. On the one hand, he is referring to the literal downfall of the city of 
Jerusalem. Indeed, many of his prophecies here have come true over the last few mil-
lennium. Nations have indeed “rise[n] against nation[s],” kingdoms against king-
doms. Surf any world news website today alone, and you will see stories of “powerful 
earthquakes, famines, and plagues.” Jesus’ advice to his disciples, however, isn’t to 
build a bunker. It’s to persevere in faith … which won’t be easy. 
  
“They will seize and persecute you … you will be handed over … you will be hated 
because of my name.” This warning, too, has come to pass in the Church throughout 
history in state-sponsored persecutions and martyrdoms. Jesus is the Messiah, but his 
first coming was not a coming of earthly victory. Any disciple of his can expect a 
challenge. The coming of Christ didn’t disrupt our free will. Evil still exists and some-
times even appears to triumph. This does not mean God has abandoned His people! 
  
Jesus reminds the disciples — and us — of his constant presence. “I myself shall give 
you a wisdom in speaking.” In other Gospel passages, Jesus promises and sends the 
Holy Spirit upon his followers. The presence of God is real in our lives, no matter 
what trials come our way. It’s tempting to be distracted or dismayed by natural de-
struction and moral evil in the world. But the Church has weathered greater storms. 
The sacredness of the human person endures. We can have hope! This day and every 
day, we can persevere in hope and trust in God. 
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                                                                  LITURGICAL                     MINISTRY  

33rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 11/16/19—5:30 pm 11/17/19—8:00 am 11/17/19—10:30 am 

Lector 
Commentator 

Joe Hutchinson 
Grazia Hutchinson 

Mark Holman 
Hillary Dixon 

Family Mass 

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Ed Rentz, Sheila Rentz, 
Volunteer 

Marcia Klein, Mark Holman, 
Volunteer 

Karen Toyooka, Roma 
Bolek, Volunteer 

Altar Servers Ella Palinsky, Grace 
Palinsky 

Piolo Pulanco Lucita Ocana, Peter 
Wellnitz 

Cantor 
Accompanist 

Angela Reiswig 
Michael Prendergast 

Becky Orwoll 
Geri Ethen 

Ensemble 
Scott Soper 

Coffee & Donuts N/A Mark Family Ballweber Family 

Christ the King 11/23/19—5:30 pm 11/24/19—8:00 am 11/24/19—10:30 am 

Lector 
Commentator 

Elise Brown 
Rich Brown 

Hillary Dixon 
Gary McMahon 

Kamala Griffith 
Eric Score 

Eucharistic  
Ministers 

Megan Lanaghan, Linda 
Milinski, Mark Milinski 

Heather DiLoreto, John 
Cushing, Jeff Vinson 

Jack Talbott, Donald Rose, 
Volunteer 

Altar Servers 
 

Aileen Lanaghan, Max Ster-
ling 

Elsie, Samson and Greta 
Hjorth 

Peter Wellnitz 

Cantor 
Accompanist 

Matt Cassidy 
Michael Prendergast 

Gaedwyn Swails 
Geri Ethen 

Chamber Choir 
Daniel Plesha 

Coffee & Donuts N/A Hjorth Family Bestel Family 

Mass This Week Readings Intentions 

Tuesday—Nov. 19 
 

2 Mc 6:18-31/Ps 3/Lk 19:1-10  

Wednesday—Nov. 20 
 

2 Mc7:1, 20-31/Ps 17/Lk 19:11-28 8:30 AM  School Mass 

Thursday—Nov. 21 
The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

1 Mc 2:15-29/Ps 50/Lk 19:41-44  

Friday—Nov. 22 
St. Cecilia 

1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59/1 Chrn29/Lk 19:45-
48 

Fr. Paul’s Birthday 

Saturday—Nov. 23 
St. Clement I, St. Columban, Bl. Miguel 

Agustin Pro 

1 Mc 6:1-13/Ps 9/Lk 20:27-40  

Sunday—Nov. 24 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

2 Sm 5:1-3/Ps 122/Col 1:12-20/Lk 23:35-
43 

8:00 AM +Minnie Kopp 

Monday—Nov. 18 
 

1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63/Ps 
119/Lk 18:35-43 
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PARISH NEWS/OUT AND ABOUT 

 

Please remember to include the parish in your will or estate plans    Tax ID # 93-0391559 

Adoration of 
the Blessed  
Sacrament 
First Sun-

day of the 
Month 

Noon-3:00 
pm 

Many thanks to our 
Advertiser of the 

week! 

MOVING?  
Let us know 
in the  
Parish  
Office. 
 

Baptism Class   Our next Baptism class will be on December 15 after the 10:30 Mass. To register, 
please call the parish office or email Pat Fellers at patf@allsaintsportland,com. 
Youth Ministry (Grades 3-8)  
On Tuesday, November 5, we  discovered and claimed our "Gratitude Attitudes".  Our next meeting will 
take place on Tues., Nov. 26th.  Our theme will be ‘Preparing for Advent’ and we’ll also work on preparing 

for the Advent Fair. 
Sacramental Preparation  We gathered on October 23, to begin our faith journey as we prepare our children to 
receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist.  Our next meeting for parents will be on November 13 at 700 PM 
in the library.  Please bring your sign-up sheet for the Family Mass. 

The Gospel predicts 
end times; our chal-
lenge though is to live 
faithfully now. St. Vin-
cent often asked this simple 
question: “What would Jesus 
Christ do, if he were in my place 
now?  
Ask yourself “What would Je-
sus Christ do?’ and then put 
your gift in the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul poor box so 
that those who are suffering 
will be able to celebrate 
Thanksgiving.. 

Next scheduled  
FAMILY MASSES: 
Nov. 17th and Dec.1st. 
Sign-up to participate 
at the back of church. Every mem-
ber of All Saints is invited to serve 
in the Liturgical Ministry. Train-
ing and resources are provided.  

RCIA Have you found yourself 
desiring a meaningful spiritual life? 
Are you curious about the Catholic 
faith or have you considered joining 
the Catholic Church?  Our Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) process is just for 
you.  Adults young or old, from all 
faith traditions or no religious back-
ground at all, are welcome to partici-
pate in our process of instruction de-
signed especially for the needs and 
lifestyles of busy people.  RCIA will 
help you grow in understanding and 
knowledge of the Catholic faith and 
offer experiences to enrich your faith 
journey.  It is worth at least one 
phone call or email to find out 
more.  Classes are held in the parish 
library on Thursday evenings from 
7:00 to 8:00 PM.  You can contact 
the parish office, 503-232-4305 or 
Judi Duffy, judiduffy@msn.com, to 
get more information.             The 1st Annual  

Ski Swap and Ski Bus 
sign up event will be held 
on Sunday,  
November 17th 
from 4:00-7:00 
PM in the 
SCHOOL  
ANNEX. For more infor-
mation contact Shane Haw-
kins at  
shawkins@taimport.com. 
 Join All Saints Parish communi-

ty in A Prayer Service for Ending 
Gun Violence on Tuesday,  
November 19th in the All Saints 
Chapel from 7:00-7:45 PM. The 
chapel is on the far left 
back side of the dividing 
wall. All are welcome.  

Bob 
Hurd, 
na onal‐
ly re‐
nowned 
Oregon 
Catholic 
Press composer, will be 
introducing his new 
book, “Compassionate 
Christ, Compassionate 
People: Liturgical Foun‐
da ons of Chris an 
Spirituality”, as well as 
singing several of his 
popular hymns, at Sa‐
cred Heart Church on 
Friday, November 22nd, 
at 7:00 PM.  Bob is 
known for hymns such 
as Shelter Me O God, 
The Least of These, Ubi 
Caritas, Taste and See, 
Create in Me, and 
many others.  Sacred 
Heart Church is located 
at 3910 SE 11th Ave, 
Portland, OR 97202  
Admission is $5.00.  For 
more informa on, con‐
tact Marie Phillipi, 503‐
238‐6020, phil‐
lipix2@juno.com 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
        Thursday, Nov. 28 
     9:00 AM 
 
Bring non-perishable food items, toi-
letries and cleaning supplies to add to 
St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Food 
Boxes. You will be invited to bring 
your donations forward at the Offerto-
ry. THANK YOU! 

Catholic Charities Traveling 
Crib will be at the back of 
church thru Dec.2nd.  
Donations of new or gently 
used baby items are greatly needed. Dis-
posable diapers and baby wipes are espe-
cially needed. 

Stewardship: A Way of Life!  
Talent: 

Thank you to those who bring 
beauty into our church with flow-
ers and plants, especially, Jenny 

Reilly and the Flower Team 
and   

To our Sacristans whose ‘behind 
the scenes’ work is so necessary to 
each Mass: Joe Galati, Rob Hale, 
John Cushing, Gary McMahon 
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PARISH/SCHOOL NEWS/OUT AND ABOUT 

Pictured left: 
2nd Graders; 
Quinn Hanley, 
Maeve Palinsky, 
Evie Evans. 
‘Dream Team’ 

Making headway with the Pavilion Project 

Right: Members of the 4th 
Grade Volleyball team and 
Principal, Jon Myers 

How to Build a Culture of Life 
Read the full version at respectlifeprogram.org/
culture-of-life. 
Watching the news and reading the head-
lines, we may feel helpless seeing the 
heartbreaking lack of respect for human 
life.  How do we respond?  Changing the culture is a pro-
cess of conversion that begins in our own hearts.  When 
we encounter Christ, experience His love, and deepen our 
relationship with Him, we become more aware of our own 
immeasurable worth and that of others.  His unchanging 
love is the source of our God-given dignity, which, there-
fore, cannot be taken away.  When someone is facing 
great trials, we need to walk with them on their journey, 
intercede for them, and be open to sharing Christ's love 
however He directs.  We simply need to follow where He 
leads. 
This is a summary of a USCCB Respect Life Program article by the 
same name and is reprinted with permission.  2019, USCCB, Wash-
ington, D.C. All rights reserved. 

NEWLY BAPTIZED! 
 

Vega Carolina O’Neil  
Lauritzen 

November 10, 2019 
 

Congratulations! 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
Special Collection 
 
If you didn’t get to contribute to our  
Special Collection on November 2/3, please go to our 
parish website: www.allsaintsportland.com, Click on 
‘Contribute’ and choose St.Vincent de Paul. 
 
Food Drive Update - Thank you for your generosity 
families! Our November food drive resulted 
in 511 pounds of canned vegetables, fruit, peanut butter, 
and laundry detergent. That is an impressive amount! 
Please know your donations make a big difference. 
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OUT AND ABOUT 

Not willing to let go of your mar-
riage?  Many couples continue to 
struggle in a marriage, but are not 
willing to give up on each oth-
er.  There is hope. 
Retrouvaille is a program designed to 
help struggling marriages 
regain their health. It helps 
a husband and a wife re-
discover or re-awaken the 
love, trust and commitment that origi-
nally brought them together. The pro-
gram is highly successful in saving 
hurting marriages, even bringing rec-
onciliation to couples who have al-
ready separated or di-
vorced.  Retrouvaille is a peer ministry 
of volunteer couples that can help you 
learn the tools of healthy communica-
tion, build intimacy and heal, just as 
they have done in their own marriag-
es.  For more information about or to 
register for an upcoming Retrouvaille 
Weekend program, please call 1-503-
225-9191 or visit our web-
site:  HelpOurMarriage.com 

HOLY LEAGUE 
MEN’S  

CONFERENCE 
SAT., DEC. 7 ~ 6AM—5PM 

St. Stephen’s Parish 
1112 SE 41st Ave., Portland 97214 
Tickets online: www.hlcmcnw.net 
Con nental breakfast and lunch  

provided 

Mexico - Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY, to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe on this 6-day experience. 

April 2nd, 2020 – April 7th, 2020. 

Your included destinations while on this Jour-
ney: Shrine of Guadalupe · Mexico City ·San 

Juan Teotihuacan · Puebla 

Plus, Mass and Spiritual activities will be of-
fered throughout your journey. Land prices 

begin at $1733 per person, based on double 
occupancy. Deposits of only $400 per person 
will reserve your space. Space is VERY LIM-
ITED. For further info or to register, contact 

Brian or Eileen at 860-399-1785/ Ei-
leen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com. 

Give to the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development 

 
This November 16-17, dioceses across 
the United States will take up the collec-
tion for the Catholic Campaign for Hu-
man Development. When you participate 
in this collection, you help groups of low-
income people in your diocese and across 
the country in their efforts to provide 
access to affordable housing, health care, 
jobs, employee-owned businesses, and 
rights for immigrants. By supporting 
CCHS, you help your own neighbors, 
because 25% of the funds we collect 
remain in our diocese to fund local an-
tipoverty projects that are Catholic organ-
izations or have strong Catholic connec-
tions through local parish or vicariate 
involvement! 

Justice for Immigrants: We are 
one family under God 

The Catholic Bishops’ Justice for 
Immigrants campaign seeks: 

To educate the Catholic 
community about Church teaching on 
migration, 

To create political will for 
just and humane immigra-
tion reform, and 
To advocate for dignified 
and fair reforms in immigra-
tion and refugee law. 

Join Catholics from the Arch-
diocese to pray the rosary in 

solidarity with the campaign, immi-
grant families and to create Catholic 
awareness of our inhumane immigra-
tion policies. 
Saturday, November 23 at 11 am at 
St. Mary’s Cathedral 1716 NW 
Davis in Portland. 

32nd Annual Christmas Festival of Lights—Opening Night: Friday, Nov. 29—Celebrate the Joy of Christmas 
 
Presenting the sights, sounds and sensations of the season, The Grotto’s Christmas Festival of Lights is the largest Christ-
mas choral festival in the world. The festival features more than 160 indoor holiday concerts performed by many of the re-
gion’s finest school, church and civic choirs. 
 
Offering a family-oriented blend of traditional celebration and serene reflection, the festival theme reflects the special season 
of hope that Christmas offers to many thousands of families from around the Pacific Northwest. 
 
Five indoor concerts are scheduled each evening in The Grotto’s 500-seat chapel, known for its cathedral-quality acous-
tics. Family entertainment includes outdoor caroling, puppet shows and a live petting zoo. 
 
And don't forget the lights! Over a million lights line the pathways and sparkle in the trees. 
 
Holiday foods and beverages are also available, as is seasonal shopping in The Grotto Gift Shop. 
 
The Festival is open nightly (except Christmas Day) from 5-9:30 p.m. Nov. 29 - Dec. 30. 

Volunteers Needed 
 
The Festival would not be possible without our wonderful volunteers. There are volunteer opportunities inside and outside at 
the Festival. And this is a great place to volunteer with friends and family. 

 
For more information about volunteering, email volunteer@thegrotto.org.  

The Principle of the Universal Destination of 
Goods is one of the four defining principles of 
the Church’s social doctrine: “The command-
ment is to love God and love our neighbor; the 
two cannot be separated! Loving our neighbor 
as ourselves means being firmly committed to 
building a more just world, in which everyone 
has access to the goods of the earth….” Pope 
Francis    Remember the Campaign for  Human Develop-
ment 
 
Prayer: O God, you entrusted to us the fruits of all 
creation so that we might care for the earth and be 
nourished with its bounty. Jesus showed great con-
cern for those who had no food—even transforming 
five loaves and two fish into a banquet that served 
five thousand and many more. Make us giving like 
you, giving gladly and not taking, giving in abun-
dance, not taking, giving as Jesus gave himself up 
for us all, giving, never taking. Amen. 



WorldWide MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: 
“By your perseverance you will secure your lives." Perse-
vere in your marriage by using the tools learned on a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. To find YOUR WWME 
Weekend go to rediscoverthespark.org. For information about 
WWME contact Ron & Hilarie Tesch at 503-704-0836 or by 
email reservations@rediscoverthespark.org 

Wednesday, December 4, 2019    
ADVENT DAY RETREAT 
Our Lady of Peace Retreat in Beaverton 
Our retreat master is Fr. John Marshall and his 
theme will be “Accompanying the Holy Family.” 
Please join us! Registration is at 8:30 am and the retreat is from 9 
am – 2:30 pm. 
Suggested Donation is $40, includes lunch 
 
A SPECIAL GIFT IDEA FOR THE WOMEN ON 
YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST!  
The Franciscan Missionary Sisters at Our Lady of Peace Retreat in Beaver-
ton will be hosting OUR LADY'S LUNCHEON TEA AND SILENT AUC-
TION, Saturday, February 1. The Auction begins with bidding at 11 a.m., 
followed by the Luncheon from Noon to 2 p.m. $40 per person; tables for 6 
OR 8 are available for purchase. To reserve seating, please call 503-649-
7127 or sisters@olpretreat.org. This event is a fundraiser for the new Outside 
Mural and the Retreat Office Heating System. 3600 SW 170th Ave., Beaver-
ton, Oregon 

OUT AND ABOUT 
ARCHBISHOP’S 

 LECTURE SERIES 
 

Particles of Faith: How  
Science led me to Christ 

Monday, Dec. 9, 7—9 PM 
St. Anthony Church 

9905 SW McKenzie St. 
Tigard, OR 97223 

Light refreshments provided 
 

Stacy A. Trasancos earned a 
PhD in chemistry from Penn 
State and an MA in dogmatic 
theology from Holy Apostles 
College and Seminary. She 
teaches chemistry and physics 
for Kolbe Academy and theolo-
gy and science courses for Holy 
Apostles and Seton Hall Univer-
sity. She has been a frequent 
guest on Relevant Radio, Ave 
Maria Radio, EWTN, Catholic 
Answers Live, and Subject Mat-
ters on Salt and Light TV.  

Learn more & RSVP  
archdpdx.org 

Questions: mmars-
ton@archdpdx.org 

(503) 233-8324 

Sacred Heart—
St. Louis Parish 

485 7th St. 
Gervais, OR 

97026 
62nd SEMI-ANNUAL 

BBQ CHICKEN  
DINNER 

 
Sunday, November 24, 

2019 
11:00 AM to 2:30 PM 

Sacred Heart Parish Hall 
Adults $12 

Children 12 and under $7 
Dinners-to-Go Available till 

3 PM 
 

During the dinner hours visit the 
“Sweet Shop & Country Store” 
for holiday gifts, crafts, home-
made baked goods & candy, 
Christmas greens & wreaths 

 
Dinner proceeds benefit Parish 

& School activities 



 
 
Where would you go if the world was ending? What would you do? The last decade has seen a rise in doomsday 
prepping, the marketing of survival techniques, and a sea of products designed for you to weather the apocalypse. 
“The days will come when there will not be left a stone upon another that will not be thrown down,” Jesus warns 
in today’s Gospel. On the one hand, he is referring to the literal downfall of the city of Jerusalem. Indeed, many of 
his prophecies here have come true over the last few millennium. Nations have indeed “rise[n] against nation
[s],” kingdoms against kingdoms. Surf any world news website today alone, and you will see stories of “powerful 
earthquakes, famines, and plagues.” Jesus’ advice to his disciples, however, isn’t to build a bunker. It’s to perse-
vere in faith … which won’t be easy. 
 
“They will seize and persecute you … you will be handed over … you will be hated because of my name.” This 
warning, too, has come to pass in the Church throughout history in state-sponsored persecutions and martyrdoms. 
Jesus is the Messiah, but his first coming was not a coming of earthly victory. Any disciple of his can expect a 
challenge. The coming of Christ didn’t disrupt our free will. Evil still exists and sometimes even appears to tri-
umph. This does not mean God has abandoned His people! 
 
Jesus reminds the disciples — and us — of his constant presence. “I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking.” 
In other Gospel passages, Jesus promises and sends the Holy Spirit upon his followers. The presence of God is 
real in our lives, no matter what trials come our way. It’s tempting to be distracted or dismayed by natural destruc-
tion and moral evil in the world. But the Church has weathered greater storms. The sacredness of the human per-
son endures. We can have hope! This day and every day, we can persevere in hope and trust in God. 
 
©LPi 
 
Celebration of the Sacraments ~  
Education ~ Service ~ Outreach ~ 


