
M I S S I O N S T A T E M E N T  

Saint Bernard’s is a Roman Catholic parish providing vital services to the diverse North End community of St. Paul. As 

we extend the hand of welcome to all, our mission is to learn, love, and live the challenging Word of Jesus Christ, 

offering parishioners and neighbors direction and support at every phase of their faith journey. 

One block west of Rice Street on Geranium Avenue 

1160 WOODBRIDGE STREET • SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55117 

SAINT BERNARD 
CHURCH OF  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

NOVEMBER 29, 2015 

Parish Staff 

Parochial Administrator 
Reverend Ivan Sant 

Associate Priest 
Reverend Joseph Kureh 

 
Parish Administrator    Karen Cronin 
Administrative Assistant    Carol Mike  
Business Assistant    Cindy Paslawski 
Faith Formation Director       J. David Neira 
Refugee Liaison            Hsawreh Sharpoehtay  
Refugee Liaison Assistant    Julia Marksue 
Music Director                      Sid Smaka 
 
 

Parish Office 

Phone: (651) 488-6733 
Fax:     (651) 489-9203 

Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

 
 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday at 4:00 pm 
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

Weekday 
Monday-Saturday - Mass at 8:30 am 

 
*Rosary one half hour before daily Mass. 
*Morning Prayer fifteen minutes before Mass. 

 

Confessions 

Mondays after the 8:30 am Mass 
Saturdays 3:30 and after the 4:00 pm Mass 
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Mass Intentions  
 
Saturday     • Nov 28 
4:00 pm    † Dolores Weiler 
 
Sunday      • Nov 29 
8:00 am    † Rita Ulrich   
10:30 am    St. Bernard’s Parish 

 

Monday     • Nov 30 

8:30 am   Randy Nelson 
 

Tuesday     •  Dec 1 

8:30 am     † Arthur J. Komarek, Sr. 
 

Wednesday   • Dec 2 
8:30 am     † Doleres Mollner  
 

Thursday      • Dec 3 
8:30 am     †  Richard Keller 
 
Friday         • Dec 4 
8:30 am     † Amber Soltau  
 

Saturday     • Dec 5 
8:30 am    † Richard Keller 
4:00 pm    † John Hilgert 
 
Sunday      • Dec 6 
8:00 am    † Loretta Smith 
10:30 am  St. Bernard’s Parish 

STEWARDSHIP  

Readings for the Week of November 29, 2015 

Sun:      Jer 33:14-16/Ps25:4-5,8-10,14/1Thes3:12-4:2/Lk 21:25-28,34-36 

Mon:     Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8-11/Mt 4:18-22 

Tues:     Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17/Lk 10:21-24 

Wed:     Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-6/Mt 15:29-37 

Thurs:   I s 26:1-6/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Fri:        Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Mt 9:27-31 

Sat:       Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-6/Mt 9:35--10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sun:     Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 
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FROM FR. IVAN’S DESK 
 
Weekly Collection    
    Actual       Budget 
Weekly-Sunday 11-22: 
Envelope Income $3,927          $4,750 
Plate        401              435 
Gas/Lights       163    159 
Campus Repair         89                69 
Year to Date: 
Envelope  Income         $89,792        $99,750 
Plate                               8,380           9,135 
Gas/Lights                       3,082           3,336 
Campus Repair                 1,607           1,451 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
I hope that you had a good 
Thanksgiving Day. We proceed 
ahead today and enter into a new 
liturgical year and season. This 
liturgical year we will be looking at 
year C now which will be more focusing on the 
Gospel of Luke. Also today, we will start the new 
season of Advent. This is a season of hope that in the 
first part of Advent we look forward to the second 
coming of Jesus Christ and we will sing, ‘Come Lord 
Jesus,” and the second part we turn our gaze to the 
Crib of Bethlehem where our Savior is born for us.  
 
Pope Francis describes this time of Advent also as a 
time of hope, “The time of Advent that we begin 
again today returns us to the horizon of hope, a hope 
that does not disappoint because it is founded on the 
Word of God. A hope that does not disappoint, 
simply because the Lord never disappoints! He is 
faithful!” 
 
Also this Sunday we will bless the Advent Wreath. 
The wreath which consists of four candles which are 
lit one by one during the four Sundays of Advent. The 
significance of the lighting of the candles is the 
expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first 
coming into the world and the anticipation of his 
second coming to judge the living and the dead.  
 
Let us look forward with hope to this new liturgical 
season and let the Lord speak to us in the Word of 
God proclaimed in the Church.  
 
I wish you a Good Sunday. 
 
Fr. Ivan Sant 
 
FrIvanSant@churchofstbernard-stp.org  
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This is a short week in the office due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  But this weekend begins the 
season of Advent…a time of preparation.  We have 4 
weeks to prepare our hearts for the arrival of the 
Christ child.  The scripture readings during Advent 
are so beautiful and draw us to reflect on this great gift 
of Emmanuel.  Take time to reflect on those readings.   
 
I help with faith formation with 1st – 3rd grade children 
here at St. Bernard’s and we have been discussing the 
end of the liturgical year and this time of preparation.  
We share about this time of waiting.  It is always a 
profound moment when we share Isaiah’s prophecy, 
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light.”  We share with the children that the prophecy 
was given 700 years before Christ was born.  Then we 
discuss what it means to wait! 
 
On the practical side, we are preparing to get the 
rectory space ready for Fr. Ivan and Fr. Joseph.  7 
people signed up to help clean on December 5 from 9 
am – 1 pm.  We could use another 4 – 6 people.  It 
would be a great gift to have the space ready by 
Christmas!  So far, we have 1 person who has 
volunteered to come and paint on December 12 from 9 
am – 3 pm..    Please consider signing up for either or 
both of these efforts.  The sign up sheets are in the 
vestibule of the church.  As the saying goes, “Many 
hands make for light work.” 
 
We have been working on updating our parish census 
information.  It is a long process.  The first step is to go 
through the cards in our ‘active’ file and determine if 
the families are still active.  One follow up step will be 
to contact inactive families, that may still be in the 
neighborhood, to invite them to be more active in the 
parish community.  Please pray for a growth in our 
parish community. 
 
Please also continue to pray for our confirmandi and 
RCIA participants and all of our children in the faith 
formation program.  A prayer or two for our catechists 
and missionary interns  would be wonderful.   It is a 
great gift to share the Good News with others! 
 
Karen Cronin 

PARISH NOTES  ==FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE== 

 
Collection for Retired Religious-Dec. 5/6 
                   NEXT WEEKEND 
Elder, sisters, brothers and religious order priests 
dedicated their lives to service and prayer.  Many 
worked for years for small stipends.  As a result, 
their religious communities now lack adequate 

retirement savings.  You can help!  Please give next 
weekend during the second collection at each Mass.  
Many of us can be grateful this Thanksgiving Day, for 
the amazing education we received from the 
Benedictine sisters and priests, right here at  
St. Bernard’s. 
 
Attention Baker’s! 

The Festivities Committee 
will be hosting the annual 
Christmas Bake Sale 
December 12th and 13th in the 
back of church following all 
weekend Masses.  Please 

consider donating to the bake sale as you plan your 
Christmas baking.  It has been a while since our last 
bake sale and are looking forward to the many sweet 
goods and creativity of the talented bakers of our 
parish!  Donations will be accepted before each 
weekend Mass on the 12th and 13th. 
 
Karenni Carolers 
The Karenni Christmas Carolers will 
present a Christmas concert of Carols 
for your enjoyment, on Saturday, Dec. 
12, in church, between the the 4:00 pm 
and 5:30 pm Masses.   A real Christmas 
treat! 
 
Schedule of Communal Penitential Services 
The Advent Communal Penitential Services at  
St. Bernard’s and neighboring churches are scheduled 
as follows:  
Maternity of Mary  Saturday, Dec. 12, 10:30 pm 
Holy Childhood  Saturday, Dec. 19, 9:30 am 
St. Bernard’s   Sunday, Dec. 20, 3:00 pm  
 
It’s the Season 
Getting the flu just isn’t any fun.  So here is an 
opportunity to help you stay healthy.  On Sunday,  
Dec. 6 from 12:00-2:00 pm in the Parish Center, the flu 
shots will be administered, FREE of charge.   
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Sacraments 

Call the Parish Office to make arrangements 
(651) 488-6733 

 
 
Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is to be celebrated when a person is suffering 
from a prolonged illness or when a person’s condition becomes 
serious. 
 
 
Communion for the Sick & Homebound 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  
 
 
Baptism of Infants 
It is recommended that parents who wish to present their child for 
Baptism make arrangements several months before the due date, as 
the Church asks that children be baptized within a few weeks after 
birth. Parents should contact the Parish Office to meet with a priest.  
 
 
Baptism of Older Children & RCIA 
To become a full member of the Roman Catholic Church, contact 
the Parish Office. 
 
 
Marriage Preparation 
Couples anticipating Christian Marriage need to contact the  
Parish Office at least six months prior to the wedding date they 
desire.  After a pre-nuptial interview with a priest, a specific 
date will be set. Marriage preparation classes are required. 
 

Ministries 
 

Prayer Line………..Shirley (651) 488-6330  
                             or Judy (651) 224-2966 

 
Liturgy 
Parishioners are encouraged to offer to be 
readers and altar servers at Mass.  
 
 
Music Office ................................... Sid Smaka (651) 488-6733 
 
 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation………...… David Neira (651) 488-6733 
 
In order to accommodate some changes that we have noticed 
during this year, faith formation class times will be adjusted to 
ensure that each non-atrium class has one full hour. Additionally, 
each atrium class will now have a full hour and a half. Below are 
the times for each grade: 
 
•        4-year olds through Kindergarten (Atrium 1) will meet from           
         10:15 to 11:45 am. 
•        1st through 3rd students (Atrium II) 12:15 pm-1:45 pm. 
•        4th through 8th grades will be from 12:15-1:15 pm.   
•        Confirmation classes and RCIA will continue with their          
         own respective schedules. 
This change will take effect on Sunday, November 8th and will 
remain until the completion of the school year. 
 

Saint of the Week 

John Calabria was born in Verona on 

October 8th, 1873 by Luigi Foschi and 

Angela Calabria, the youngest of seven 

brothers. 

Since the family was poor,  when his 

father died John had to interrupt his studies  in the 

fourth grade and find work as an apprentice.  Later 

on,  Don Pietro Scapini, Rector of St. Lawrence 

Seminary,  helped him to prepare for the entrance 

exam to attend the high school of the seminary. 

John resumed his studies after his military service, and 

in 1897 he enrolled at the Faculty of Theology 

Seminary, with the intention of becoming a priest. A 

singular episode  marked the beginning of his activity 

on behalf of orphans and abandoned: one night in 

November he found an abandoned baby and welcomed 

him into his house, sharing the facilities. 

As a newly ordained priest (August 11, 1901),  John was 

appointed curate of St. Stephen and confessor of the 

Seminary. In 1907 he was appointed Rector of San 

Benedetto del Monte, where he also undertook the 

care and concern for the soldiers. 

On November 26, 1907, he founded the "Congregation 

of the Poor Servants of Divine Providence", approved 

by the Bishop of Verona on February 11, 1932, and the 

Pope, April 25, 1949. 

Since then the congregation continued to spread 

abroad.  In 1934 four brothers were sent to India to 

take care of the Paria, a  member of a low caste in 

southern India. 

John Calabria died December 4, 1954, at 81 years of 
age. He was beatified on April 17, 1988 and canonized 
on April 18, 1999. 

St. Giovanni Calabria 
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Morning Prayer during Advent is a wonderful time 
to prepare for the coming of Christ!  Come join us at 
5:45am starting November 30th in the grade school 
basement. 
 
 
A Scam 
A parishioner has alerted us to a telephone scam and 
wished for us to pass it on.  If someone should call and 
say that they are from the IRS and that you owe 
money, HANG UP!  The IRS never contacts 
individuals by telephone.  Only respond to the IRS if 
you get a letter. 
 
 

Around the Archdiocese 
Statewide day of Fasting and Prayer  
In preparation for the Jubilee Year of Mercy, please 
plan to participate in the “Statewide Day of Fasting 
and Prayer in Reparation for a Culture of Violence and 
Disrespect for Human Life” on December 4. Details 
and prayers can be found at www.archspm.org/Mercy. 
 
 

Retreat for Men Interested in the Priesthood 
Men interested in priesthood, between ages 18 and 40, 
are invited to a retreat December 18-20, 2015  from 6:30 
p.m. on Friday until noon on Sunday at Christ the 
King Retreat Center in Buffalo. Your weekend stay 
will be in a private room with communal and private 
prayer, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass and presentations 
by Bishop Andrew Cozzens, to help discern your 
vocation. 
 
Contact the Vocation Office at 651-962-6890 or 
stpaulpriest@10000vocations.org. There is a $75 fee 
requested to offset the cost of room and board, 
however no one will be turned away for financial 
reasons.   
 
 

Christmas at the Monastery - St. Paul's Monastery 
December 12, 2015 4:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Celebrate Christmas with the Benedictine Sisters of 
St. Paul’s Monastery while raising essential funds for 
them and their Ministries. To make your holiday 
shopping easier, the Sisters and event volunteers put 
together an exceptional collection of gifts to choose 
from including: Silent Auction, Wine Wall, Mystery 
Gifts, and Benedictine-themed stocking stuffers.  
Or pick up one of the Sister’s handmade ornaments, 
cards and more.   
 
 

 
St. Bernard’s      2015 

 
Mary Rinehart (Chair)  rinehart1103@q.com     651-771-1185 
Melinda Perfect (Vice Chair) melindadobon@yahoo.com 
Barb Graff 651-646-5196 
Tom Kneissel 651-276-3045 
Amy Doucette amy.doucette2011@gmail.com 
Kathy Huonder kathyh2580@yahoo.com 
Neil Blageo nblageo@msn.com 

Q What significance does the Advent season have for our      

        Christian faith journey? 

A   Advent is a season of joyful anticipation and expectation.   

        But for what specifically?  Certainly not for the birth of     
        the Christ Child-that occurred more than two thousand   
        years ago.  This season links us with all those who lived in  
        the era of longing for the coming of the Messiah.  But he  
        has come and lived among us. Then what are we joyfully                   
        anticipating and expecting?  
 
        Some are joyfully anticipating the many gifts that they      
        will buy and share with others, along with the many gifts  
        they will receive in return.  Others enter into the over- 
        blown commercialism-decorating, partying, writing cards,      
        and all the endless customs that go with the season. 

 
        What if the anticipation and expectation were to focus  

        on how we can continue to make present the living Christ  
        in each and every moment of our daily lives?  Yes, Jesus    
        came among us two thousand years ago.  But how do we  
        continue to make that presence real in our world?  Jesus  
        himself set the agenda for us.  We are to proclaim the  
        good news to the poor, liberty to the captives, sight to the  
        blind, provide food for the hungry, shelter for the   
        homeless, freedom for those who are oppressed and  
        abused.  What would the Advent season look like if this,  
        rather than materialism, was the main focus of our joyful  
        anticipation and expectation?  Try it and see what results.   
        It may surprise all of us. 
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