
M I S S I O N S T A T E M E N T  

Saint Bernard’s is a Roman Catholic parish providing vital services to the diverse North End community of St. Paul. As 

we extend the hand of welcome to all, our mission is to learn, love, and live the challenging Word of Jesus Christ, 

offering parishioners and neighbors direction and support at every phase of their faith journey. 

One block west of Rice Street on Geranium Avenue 

1160 WOODBRIDGE STREET • SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55117 

SAINT BERNARD 
CHURCH OF  

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 6, 2015 

Parish Staff 

Parochial Administrator 
Reverend Ivan Sant 

Associate Priest 
Reverend Joseph Kureh 

 
Parish Administrator    Karen Cronin 
Administrative Assistant    Carol Mike  
Business Assistant    Cindy Paslawski 
Faith Formation Director       J. David Neira 
Refugee Liaison            Hsawreh Sharpoehtay  
Refugee Liaison Assistant    Julia Marksue 
Music Director                      Sid Smaka 
 
 

Parish Office 

Phone: (651) 488-6733 
Fax:     (651) 489-9203 

Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

 
 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday at 4:00 pm 
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

Weekday 
Monday-Saturday - Mass at 8:30 am 

 
*Rosary one half hour before daily Mass. 
*Morning Prayer fifteen minutes before Mass. 

 

Confessions 

Mondays after the 8:30 am Mass 
Saturdays 3:30 and after the 4:00 pm Mass 
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Mass Intentions  
Saturday     • Dec 5 
4:00 pm    † John Hilgert 

 
Sunday      • Dec 6 
8:00 am    † Loretta Smith 
10:30 am  St. Bernard’s Parish 
 
Monday     • Dec 7 
8:30 am   † Betty Jechorek 
6:00 pm   For our Nation, the USA 
Vigil for Feast of Immaculate Conception  
    (Holy Day of Obligation) 
 
Tuesday     •  Dec 8 
8:30 am     St. Bernard’s Parish 
Feast of Immaculate Conception  
 
Wednesday   • Dec 9 
8:30 am     † Brian Hoffman  
 
Thursday      • Dec 10 
8:30 am     †  Carol Solar 
 
Friday         • Dec 11 
8:30 am     † Pamela Eftikides  
 
Saturday     • Dec 12 
8:30 am    † George & Ethel Gardner 
4:00 pm    † Carrie Hafner 
 
Sunday      • Dec 13 
8:00 am    † Carol Solar 
10:30 am  St. Bernard’s Parish 

STEWARDSHIP  

Readings for the Week of December 6, 2015 

Sunday:    Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-6/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 

Monday:   Is 35:1-10/ Ps 85:9-14/Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10/Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1, 9-13/Mt 11:11-15 

Friday:      Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13:18-19/             

Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-6/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18 

FROM FR. IVAN’S DESK 
 
Weekly Collection    
    Actual       Budget 
Weekly-Sunday 11-29: 
Envelope Income $3,941          $4,750 
Plate        407              435 
Gas/Lights       162    159 
Campus Repair       107                69 
Year to Date: 
Envelope  Income         $93,733        $104,500 
Plate                               8,787           9,570 
Gas/Lights                       3,244           3,495 
Campus Repair                 1,714           1,520 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
   We are in the Second Sunday of Advent 
and the gospel gives an introduction of John 
the Baptist, an important personage during 
this time of Advent. The gospel reading 
starts by giving us different names and tells 
us first who the civil leaders were.  Tiberius 
Caesar, the Roman Emperor, Pontius Pilate, 
governor of Judea, Herod the tetrarch of Galilee (the west side of 
the lake of Galilee), and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis (the east side of the lake of Galilee) and Lysanias 
tetrarch of Abilene (area of what is today Damascus, Syria). 
Second the religious leaders, the high priests Annas and 
Caiaphas.  
   Pope Benedict said in the Angelus message of the Second 
Sunday of Advent of 2009, “the abundance of references to all 
the political and religious authorities of Palestine in A.D. 27-28– 
the Evangelist evidently wanted to warn those who read or hear 
about it that the Gospel is not a legend but the account of a true 
story, that Jesus of Nazareth is a historical figure who fits in the 
precise context . . . after this historical introduction, the subject 
becomes the “Word of God”, presented as a power that comes 
from Heaven and settles upon John the Baptist.”  
   I am pointing out what the gospel speaks of the historical 
introduction to say the Word of God enters into history, the 
prophets announced the coming of the Messiah, to prepare a 
way for the Lord and we gather in the liturgical assembly as a 
consequence of these events that happened 2000 years ago. So 
that the Word of God is alive even in our lives today, that is 
Jesus Christ the Word made flesh from the Virgin Mary. 
   On Tuesday the Church honors the Virgin Mary with the title of 
the Immaculate Conception. This title became a dogma in 1854 
by Pope Pius the IX. However this title to the Virgin Mary was 
used before the promulgation of the dogma. In fact in 1847 the 
Immaculate Conception was named as the Patroness of the 
United States by the same pope. This happened in the 1st Synod 
of Baltimore in the presence of twenty US Bishops.  
   The apparitions of the Virgin Mary of Lourdes are linked with 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. The Virgin Mary 
told Bernadette, that “I am the Immaculate Conception”. These 
apparitions happened in year 1858.  
   So to say, the Sensus Fidei  (sense of faith)  is very important 
in the life of the church. That is why it is very important what I 
said before, that the Word of God has a consequence in history 
and is alive in our lives. For this I will not tire to say that every 
time we gather for the Eucharistic celebration every Sunday, the 
Lord is present and changes our lives. Our presence at the 
Eucharist is very important if we want the Lord to be part of our 
lives. 
 
God Bless you and have a good Sunday! 
 
Fr. Ivan Sant 
FrIvanSant@churchofstbernard-stp.org  
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A brief bit of winter has arrived!  It may all melt before the 
weekend is over though if the weather prediction holds.   
Our snow plow got a workout this past week. 
 
This week has been a time of preparation at the rectory.  A 
parishioner and I did some work to clear excess dust out of 
the upstairs bedrooms so that the cleaning crew could just 
come in and wash woodwork, windows and floors.  The 
floor sanding crew had removed huge piles of dust from 
their work but there was still a good sized layer of dust on 
the walls, trim and built in bookcases.  All is ready for the 
cleaning now.  A good number of parishioners have signed 
up for the cleaning.  Thank you for your help! 
 
The dining room will be sheet rocked and prepared for 
painting this week or early next week.   Floor sanding is 
happening now on the first floor as well.  Once the dining 
room is completed and the sheet rock dust has settled, we 
will get another crew of cleaners and get the first floor 
completed.  The kitchen floor, cabinets and appliances will 
then be installed.  Furnishings will be purchased as needed 
and then Fr. Ivan and Fr. Joseph can move in.  We are still 
aiming for Christmas.  With your help, this is still a 
possibility. 
 
 
December 12 is painting day.  Only a few people have 
signed up to help.  If you can only come in the morning  
(9-noon) or in the afternoon (noon – 3), please sign up.  We 
can share a little lunch at the end of one shift and beginning 
of another.  The sign up sheet is still in the back of church. 
 
If anyone would like to make a monetary contribution 
towards new furnishings or for materials for window 
treatments (we have a parishioner who will make them), 
please send them to the parish office or in the Sunday 
collection basket.  Be sure to clearly mark the donation so 
we apply it properly.  Janet Hanson, our previous parish 
administrator, is leading the furnishing effort.  We have 
some furnishings but will need more.  We will need to 
purchase mattresses, lamps, night stands, dressers.  Again, 
thank you for your support! 
 
As we prepare the rectory, we also prepare our hearts to 
receive Jesus at Christmas.  This week we hear John the 
Baptist cry out, “Make straight a highway for our God.”  
Take time to reflect on this Sunday’s gospel reading as we 
prepare for the joyful celebration of Christmas. 
 
Karen Cronin 
 
 

 

PARISH NOTES  ==FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE== 

 
 
Attention Bakers! 
The Festivities Committee 
will be hosting the annual 
Christmas Bake Sale 
December 12 and 13 in the 
back of church following all 
weekend Masses.  Please consider donating to the bake 
sale as you plan your Christmas baking.  It has been a 
while since our last bake sale and are looking forward 
to the many sweet goods and creativity of the talented 
bakers of our parish!  Donations will be accepted before 
each weekend Mass on the 12th and 13th. 
 
Karenni Carolers 
The Karenni Christmas Carolers will 
present a Christmas concert of Carols for 
your enjoyment, on Saturday, Dec. 12, in 
church, between the 4:00 pm and 5:30 pm 
Masses.   A real Christmas treat! 
 
Decorating the Church for Christmas 
On Saturday, Dec 19, beginning at 9:00 am there will be 
volunteers preparing and decorating the Church for the 
coming of Jesus on Christmas.  All are invited to help 
with beautifying God’s house.  Just show up. 
 
Christmas Pageant 
The students from the Faith Formation classes will  be 
presenting the Christmas Pageant on Sunday, Dec 20 
before the 10:30 am Mass.  Bring your family to see the 
story of the birth of the Christ Child as portrayed by 
our children.  This is a story that never gets old and 
always grows to a deeper understanding.   
 
Don’t forget to bring your children/grandchildren to 
visit the manger in church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Collection Envelopes 
Soon you will be receiving in the mail your St. Bernard 
donation envelopes for 2016.  You will receive new 
envelopes every 2 months.  Use your OWN envelopes 
please.  You will no longer receive boxes of envelopes.  
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Sacraments 

Call the Parish Office to make arrangements 
(651) 488-6733 

 
 
Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is to be celebrated when a person is suffering 
from a prolonged illness or when a person’s condition becomes 
serious. 
 
 
Communion for the Sick & Homebound 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  
 
 
Baptism of Infants 
It is recommended that parents who wish to present their child for 
Baptism make arrangements several months before the due date, as 
the Church asks that children be baptized within a few weeks after 
birth. Parents should contact the Parish Office to meet with a priest.  
 
 
Baptism of Older Children & RCIA 
To become a full member of the Roman Catholic Church, contact 
the Parish Office. 
 
 
Marriage Preparation 
Couples anticipating Christian Marriage need to contact the  
Parish Office at least six months prior to the wedding date they 
desire.  After a pre-nuptial interview with a priest, a specific 
date will be set. Marriage preparation classes are required. 
 

Ministries 
 

Prayer Line………..Shirley (651) 488-6330  
                             or Judy (651) 224-2966 

 
Liturgy 
Parishioners are encouraged to offer to be 
readers and altar servers at Mass.  
 
 
Music Office ................................... Sid Smaka (651) 488-6733 
 
 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation………...… David Neira (651) 488-6733 
 
In order to accommodate some changes that we have noticed 
during this year, faith formation class times will be adjusted to 
ensure that each non-atrium class has one full hour. Additionally, 
each atrium class will now have a full hour and a half. Below are 
the times for each grade: 
 
•        4-year olds through Kindergarten (Atrium 1) will meet from           
         10:15 to 11:45 am. 
•        1st through 3rd students (Atrium II) 12:15 pm-1:45 pm. 
•        4th through 8th grades will be from 12:15-1:15 pm.   
•        Confirmation classes and RCIA will continue with their          
         own respective schedules. 
This change will take effect on Sunday, November 8th and will 
remain until the completion of the school year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

A Holy Day of Obligation 

 

Mass Schedule 

        Monday, Dec 7:   6:00 pm     

              Tuesday, Dec 8:   8:30 am 

 

Special Liturgical Services 

 
Schedule of Communal Penitential Services 

 
The Advent Communal Penitential Services at  
St. Bernard’s and neighboring churches are  
scheduled as follows:  
 
Maternity of Mary     Saturday, Dec. 12, 10:30 am 
Holy Childhood  Saturday, Dec. 19, 9:30 am 
St. Bernard’s   Sunday, Dec. 20, 3:00 pm  

Thursday, Dec 24 8:30 am 
   4:00 pm
   10:00 pm 
 
Friday, Dec 25  10:30 am
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Morning Prayer during Advent is a wonderful time 
to prepare for the coming of Christ!  Come join us at 
5:45 am starting November 30th in the grade school 
basement. 
 
World Youth Day-Presented by St. Bernard’s 
Church, A Night with the Timberwolves 
 
WOLVES VS. SUNS 
Sunday, January 17, 2016 at 2:30 pm 
Blue Seats = $35 
 
Come and join us and watch Andrew Wiggins and the 
Minnesota Timberwolves take on the Phoenix Suns!  
Everyone will get to stay post game for an opportunity 
to play on the Timberwolves court! 
 
To order tickets online (recommended) visit  
www.timberwolves.com/groupoffers 
Passcode: StBernards 
 
With ordering questions email Hayley Di Naso at  
haley.dinaso@timberwolves.com   or call the parish 
office at  651-488-6733 for assistance. 
 
Jubilee Year of Mercy 
Pope Francis has declared an extraordinary Jubilee –  
a Holy Year of Mercy – beginning December 8. The 
opening of Holy Doors will take place on Sunday, 
December 13 prior to Mass at the Cathedral of Saint 
Paul (10 a.m.) and Basilica of Saint Mary (9:30 a.m.). 
The faithful who walk through a Holy Door during the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy may receive the Jubilee 
Indulgence (under the traditional norms). Find 
additional ways to pray, learn and act in response to 
our Holy Father’s call to this Jubilee Year of Mercy at 
www.archspm.org/Mercy. 
 

Prayer Service for Life   
Please join us at the Cathedral of Saint Paul at 10:30 
AM on Friday, January 22, 2016 for the Annual Prayer 
Service for Life, followed by MCCL’s March for Life at 
the State Capitol. This prayer service commemorates 
the millions of lives lost to abortion and the many 
women and men wounded by abortion’s aftermath. All 
are invited and welcome. For more information, please 
contact the Office for Marriage, Family & Life at  
651-291-4488 or visit www.archspm.org.  
 

2016 WINE: Catholic Women’s Conference  
WINE: Women in the New Evangelization, in 
partnership with the archdiocesan Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis, invites women of all 
ages to the 2016 WINE: Catholic Women’s 
Conference, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 6 at 
Mary, Mother of the Church, Burnsville. Our theme, 
Mercy: Encountering Boundless Love, is inspired by 
Pope Francis’ invitation to enter into an extraordinary 
jubilee, a holy Year of Mercy. The day includes 
inspirational talks, music, lunch, prayer, confessions, 
shopping, chocolate, and more. It is the perfect way to 
prepare for Lent. Registration: $55 before Jan. 6, $65 
afterward. For more information and to register, visit 
www.archspm.org/WINE  
 

 
Are you considering a Vocation as a Permanent 
Deacon? Permanent Diaconate Inquiry Series  
“The Living Icon of Christ the Servant in the Ministry 
of the Word, of Sacrament, of Charity.”   
The Saint Paul Seminary, April 5, 12, 19 from 6:30 pm – 
9:00 pm and April 30, 2016 from 8:00 am – 3:00 pm   
In this four-part series, discerners will learn about the 
Vocation of the Permanent Diaconate:  
What is the Permanent Diaconate?  Who can become 
a deacon?  What does a deacon do?  What roles do the 
wife and family have?  How does one discern and 
respond to the Lord’s call to Holy Orders?  What is the 
application, discernment, and formation process?   
For men between 30 and 59 years old, married or 
single. If married, wives are encouraged to attend.  
 
Have Questions?   
 
Contact Deacon Russ Kocemba at kocemba@msn.com 
or (952) 933-3660. Registration is required: Contact 
Shellee Leif at sjleif@stthomas.edu or (651) 962-6891.   
 
 
 

 
St. Bernard’s      2015 

 
Mary Rinehart (Chair)  rinehart1103@q.com     651-771-1185 
Melinda Perfect (Vice Chair) melindadobon@yahoo.com 
Barb Graff 651-646-5196 
Tom Kneissel 651-276-3045 
Amy Doucette amy.doucette2011@gmail.com 
Kathy Huonder kathyh2580@yahoo.com 
Neil Blageo nblageo@msn.com 

Parish & Community Events 

http://www.archspm.org/Mercy
http://www.archspm.org
http://www.archspm.org/WINE
mailto:kocemba@msn.com
mailto:sjleif@stthomas.edu

