
M I S S I O N S T A T E M E N T  

Saint Bernard’s is a Roman Catholic parish providing vital services to the diverse North End community of St. Paul. As 

we extend the hand of welcome to all, our mission is to learn, love, and live the challenging Word of Jesus Christ, 

offering parishioners and neighbors direction and support at every phase of their faith journey. 

One block west of Rice Street on Geranium Avenue 

1160 WOODBRIDGE STREET • SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55117 

SAINT BERNARD 
CHURCH OF  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 20, 2015 

Parish Staff 

Parochial Administrator 
Reverend Ivan Sant 

Associate Priest 
Reverend Joseph Kureh 

 
Parish Administrator    Karen Cronin 
Administrative Assistant    Carol Mike  
Business Assistant    Cindy Paslawski 
Faith Formation Director       J. David Neira 
Refugee Liaison            Hsawreh Sharpoehtay  
Refugee Liaison Assistant    Julia Marksue 
Music Director                      Sid Smaka 
 
 

Parish Office 

Phone: (651) 488-6733 
Fax:     (651) 489-9203 

Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 

 
 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday at 4:00 pm 
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

Weekday 
Monday-Saturday - Mass at 8:30 am 

 
*Rosary one half hour before daily Mass. 
*Morning Prayer fifteen minutes before Mass. 

 

Confessions 

Mondays after the 8:30 am Mass 
Saturdays 3:30 and after the 4:00 pm Mass 
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Mass Intentions  
Saturday     • Dec 19 

4:00 pm    The LaClair Family 
 
Sunday      • Dec 20 
8:00 am    † Tony Steffel 
10:30 am  St. Bernard’s Parish 
 
Monday     • Dec 21 
8:30 am   † Betty Jechorek 
 
Tuesday     •  Dec 22 
8:30 am    † Jack Hussman 
 
Wednesday   • Dec 23 
8:30 am     † Arthur J. Komarek, Sr.  
 
Thursday      • Dec 24 
8:30 am     †  Julia Boeckman 
4:00 pm     †  Philip & Teresa Kohn 
10:00 pm   St. Bernard’s Parish 
 
Friday         • Dec 25 
10:30 am   †  Caroline & Michael Kline 
 
Saturday     • Dec 26 
8:30 am    † Randy Nelson 
4:00 pm    † Tim Sager 
 
Sunday      • Dec 27 
8:00 am    † Lorenzo Hernandaz 
10:30 am  St. Bernard’s Parish 

STEWARDSHIP  

Readings for the Week of December 20, 2015 

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45 

Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk 1:39-45 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-8/Lk 1:46-56 

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5, 8-10, 14/Lk 1:57-66 

Thursday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29/ 

Lk 1:67-79 

Friday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/ 

Mt 1:1-25 Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-3, 11-13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 

Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 

Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps 98:1-6/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 

Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3-4, 6, 8, 16-17/Mt 10:17-22 

 

FROM FR. IVAN’S DESK 
Weekly Collection    
    Actual       Budget 
Weekly-Sunday 12-13: 
Envelope Income $4,273          $4,750 
Plate        385              435 
Gas/Lights       140    159 
Campus Repair         74                69 
Year to Date: 
Envelope  Income       $103,580      $114,000 
Plate                               9,605         10,440 
Gas/Lights                       3,594           3,813 
Campus Repair                 1,894           1,658 
  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
One of the greatest gifts that the Lord 
left His Church is the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. In it we can unburden 
ourselves of the things we are least 
proud of, knowing all the while that 
whatever is said in the confessional will 
remain in the confessional. Our own sin 
is the greatest source of suffering in our lives, even more 
than the poor economy, the menace of terrorism, poor 
health or family problems. I am always impressed by the 
words of our Lord in the Gospel, “It is not what enters 
man that contaminates man, but what comes out of 
him!” (Mt 15:11). It is sin, living within us, that causes us 
pain, more than the external situation. Touched by God’s 
grace, through the Sacrament of Confession we throw all 
our cares at the feet of Christ in order to receive His 
forgiveness. The Sacrament gives us the strength to begin 
again walking towards Christ through the sanctifying 
grace we receive, as those most awesome words are 
uttered in our hearing … “go in peace, your sins are 
forgiven. It is possible, I heard a noted mystic once say, for 
a person of little virtue to become holy, through frequent 
recourse to the Sacrament of Penance.  
 
I am writing to you about this sacrament as a preparation 
so we can celebrate with true joy this coming Christmas, 
and also we are still in the threshold of the Year of Mercy. 
This will be a year where the Church will go “out of her 
way” to ensure that the Mercy of God, our only hope to 
happiness, flows to the heart of every person reborn in 
Christ through baptism.  
 
Meanwhile, on this Sunday, January  20th, a 
Celebration of Penance will be held at the Church at 
3:00PM. A short Liturgy of the Word will precede the 
individual confessions. Plan also on making a thorough 
Examination of Conscience, to help make the confession 
more to the point and not unnecessarily long. Of course, 
confessions are also heard every Saturday of the year at 
5pm in the Church, also I am available from 3-4pm on 
Saturday before mass, every Monday after the morning 
mass and during the week at the rectory (preferably with 
an appointment). 
 
 More information on the year of mercy are: 
 The Seven Corporal Works of Mercy are fairly well 
known: Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe 
the naked, shelter the homeless, care for the sick, visit the 
imprisoned and bury the dead. But there are also seven 
Spiritual Works of Mercy, which fewer people are 
familiar with.    
 
    Continued on Page 3 
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Another great crew came to paint last Saturday!  We 
had 14 members in our painting crew.  They started at 
9 a.m. and most left at 3 – 3:30 p.m.  They got most of 
the painting done on the second floor of the rectory.  
We will be able to start moving furniture into the 
needed rooms.  Many of the painters said they would 
come back to help when the first floor is ready for 
painting.  What a great group of volunteers!  The 
group included Judy Cloutier, Howard and John 
Cronin,  Steve Ekeberg, Helena Lin, Jack McNamara, 
Mike McNamara, Joe Meinhover, Kip Panek, Jim and 
Paul Rice, Mary Rinehart, Barb Sattler, and Tom 
Thompson.  A number of these volunteers grew up in 
the area and it was interesting to hear them sharing 
memories of the neighborhood as they worked. 
 
The floor sanding volunteers completed the sanding of 
the living quarters on the first floor over the weekend 
as well.  We will be doing the clean up this week. Ron 
Gates and Jenaro Vera will get the wood floors sealed 
this week as well.  Then painting can be done on the 
first floor.  We will be arranging for the kitchen floor 
and cabinets to be installed soon. 
 
We have received donations towards rectory 
furnishings.  We will continue to take donations until 
the work is completed and the rectory is furnished.  
We also received a generous donation to cover the cost 
of the sheet rocking in the dining room. 
 
Thank you, thank you , thank you!   The generosity of 
the parishioners at St. Bernard’s has been very 
inspiring and we are extremely grateful!  May God 
truly bless you for your generosity. 
 
This is the last Sunday of Advent.  We will hear the 
story of the Visitation today.  After Mary gave her ‘yes’ 
to God, she hastened to Elizabeth’s home to help her 
as she was nearing the end of her pregnancy.  What a 
beautiful meeting between the cousins and the 
children in their wombs.    Let us prepare for the 
meeting of the Savior on His birthday.  It is something 
to celebrate! 
 
Merry Christmas to all of you! 
 
Karen Cronin 
 

==FROM THE PARISH ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE== From Fr. Ivan’s Desk Continued from Page 2 
 
They are: convert sinners, instruct the ignorant, advise the 
doubtful, comfort the sorrowful, bear wrongs patiently, 
forgive injuries and pray for the living and the dead.  
 
The Spiritual Works of Mercy could be more of a 
challenge to most of us, especially those that require 
correcting and instructing. It is always easier to just let 
things go by, and never lose face with others. Meanwhile, 
we are reaping the fruits of the politically-correct culture … 
young people growing up without a spine and adults who 
literally “melt” as soon as they face a contradiction. We 
should never admonish or correct out of anger, but correct, 
admonish and advise we should! It is, in fact, a lack of 
charity to see a brother take a wrong turn in life and remain 
silent. By the same token, we also need to learn to accept a 
correction. As the psalmist says, “A virtuous man may 
strike me in reproof, for my own good” (Psalm 141:5).  
 
The rectory: I want to thank everyone who is giving us a 
hand with the work in the rectory. As Karen is informing 
you regularly in the bulletin, we had two Saturdays in a 
row asking volunteers, first for cleaning and second for 
painting.  Those two Saturdays have made it possible to 
have almost  finished the work on the second floor, ready 
for the furniture to go in. Meanwhile we have to continue 
the work on the first floor. Again with cleaning, sealing the 
floors and painting. Also I am very grateful to some 
benefactors who donated money for this cause. We 
received up to now $2400 from different individuals. With 
that money we can pay for the sheetrock work done in the 
dining room and start to cover some other expenses for the 
other materials we used. We are still open to receiving  
more donations for the rectory. I writing all this with a 
grateful heart. 
 
Have a good Sunday and for those who would be going 
away for Christmas have a safe trip and a very merry 
Christmas. 
 
Fr. Ivan Sant 
FrIvanSant@churchofstbernard-stp.org 
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Sacraments 

Call the Parish Office to make arrangements 
(651) 488-6733 

 
 
Anointing of the Sick 
This Sacrament is to be celebrated when a person is suffering 
from a prolonged illness or when a person’s condition becomes 
serious. 
 
 
Communion for the Sick & Homebound 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  
 
 
Baptism of Infants 
It is recommended that parents who wish to present their child for 
Baptism make arrangements several months before the due date, as 
the Church asks that children be baptized within a few weeks after 
birth. Parents should contact the Parish Office to meet with a priest.  
 
 
Baptism of Older Children & RCIA 
To become a full member of the Roman Catholic Church, contact 
the Parish Office. 
 
 
Marriage Preparation 
Couples anticipating Christian Marriage need to contact the  
Parish Office at least six months prior to the wedding date they 
desire.  After a pre-nuptial interview with a priest, a specific 
date will be set. Marriage preparation classes are required. 
 

Ministries 
 

Prayer Line………..Shirley (651) 488-6330  
                             or Judy (651) 224-2966 

 
Liturgy 
Parishioners are encouraged to offer to be 
readers and altar servers at Mass.  
 
 
Music Office ................................... Sid Smaka (651) 488-6733 
 
 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation………...… David Neira (651) 488-6733 
 
 
Children’s Christmas Pageant  
The children and youth of St. Bernard’s faith formation program 
will be performing a Christmas pageant from 10:00-10:30am  
TODAY, Sunday, December 20th  inside the church. We extend a 
warm invitation to all our parishioners and guests to join us. On 
this day there will be no faith formation class for 4th through 
8th grades.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Office Hours 
  
 Thursday, Dec 24 8:30 am-12:00 pm 
 Friday, Dec 25  CLOSED 
 Thursday, Dec 31 8:30 am-12:00 pm 
 Friday, Jan. 1, 2016 CLOSED 

 

Special Liturgical Services 

 
St. Bernard’s Communal Penitential Service 

 
              TODAY, Sunday, Dec. 20, 3:00 pm  

Christmas Eve 
Thursday, Dec 24 8:30 am 
   4:00 pm 
   10:00 pm 
 

Christmas Day 
(A Holy Day of Obligation) 

Friday, Dec 25  10:30 am 
 

New Year’s Eve  
Thursday, Dec 31 8:30 am 
   4:00 pm 
 
New Year’s Day- Mary Mother of God 
 (A Holy Day of Obligation) 
Friday, Jan 1, 2016 10:30 am 
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Morning Prayer during Advent is a wonderful time 
to prepare for the coming of Christ!  Come join us at 
5:45 am weekdays in the grade school basement. 
 
 
World Youth Day-Presented by St. Bernard’s 
Church, A Night with the Timberwolves 
 
WOLVES VS. SUNS 
Sunday, January 17, 2016 at 2:30 pm 
Blue Seats = $35 
 
Come and join us and watch Andrew Wiggins and the 
Minnesota Timberwolves take on the Phoenix Suns!  
Everyone will get to stay post game for an opportunity 
to play on the Timberwolves court! 
 
To order tickets online (recommended) visit  
www.timberwolves.com/groupoffers 
Passcode: StBernards 
 
With ordering questions email Hayley Di Naso at  
haley.dinaso@timberwolves.com   or call the parish 
office at  651-488-6733 for assistance. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study 
There will not be Bible Study on Jan 3.  Bible Study will 
resume again on Jan 17. 
 
 
Christian Prayer Books 
Every morning before daily Mass, morning prayer from 
the Liturgy of the Hours is prayed in the 
church.  There are some Christian Prayer books in 
church for use by those present for praying morning 
prayer.  These are usually left on the tables behind the 
first set of pews.  These prayer books need to remain 
in the church.  If you have mistakenly taken one home, 
please return it to the church so that everyone present 
has one.  Thanks so much! 
 
 

 
St. Bernard’s      2015 

 
Mary Rinehart (Chair)  rinehart1103@q.com     651-771-1185 
Melinda Perfect (Vice Chair) melindadobon@yahoo.com 
Barb Graff 651-646-5196 
Tom Kneissel 651-276-3045 
Amy Doucette amy.doucette2011@gmail.com 
Kathy Huonder kathyh2580@yahoo.com 
Neil Blageo nblageo@msn.com 
 

Parish & Community Events 

 

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

TO  
ALL! 

 
 

Fr. Ivan, Fr. Joseph  
St. Bernard’s Staff 


