
M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T  
Saint Bernard’s is a Roman Catholic parish providing vital services to the diverse North End community of St. Paul. 

As we extend the hand of welcome to all, our mission is to learn, love, and live the challenging Word of Jesus 
Christ, offering parishioners and neighbors direction and support at every phase of their faith journey. 

SAINT BERNARD 

CHURCH OF  

 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday 8:30 am & 4:00 pm 
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

Weekday 
Monday-Saturday - Mass at 8:30 am 

 

Confessions 

Mondays after the 8:30 am Mass 
Saturdays 3:30 and after the 4:00 pm Mass

Parish Staff 

Pastor 
Reverend Ivan Sant 

Associate Priest 
Reverend Joseph Kureh 

 
Parish Administrator    Karen Cronin 
Secretary     Gloria Nava   
RCIA and Missionary 
   Internship Program     Alonna Mertz  
Refugee Liaison            Hsawreh Sharpoehtay  
Refugee Liaison Assistant    Julia Marksue 
Music Director                  Mary Beth Redmond 
Assistant Music Director        Grace Thompson 

Parish Office 

Phone: (651) 488-6733 
Fax:     (651) 489-9203 
Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org 

Facebook Page: Parish Life at   
St. Bernard's Catholic Church, St. Paul,  MN 

1160 WOODBRIDGE STREET • SAINT PAUL, MN 55117 

One block west of Rice Street on Geranium Avenue 

4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
JANUARY 29TH, 2017 
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26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
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A WORD FROM FR. IVAN 
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

This is an explanation of the Gospel of this Sunday from Pope Francis. 

 

The Gospel this Sunday is the Parable of the Talents. The passage from St Matthew (25:14-30) 

tells of a man who, before setting off on a journey, calls his servants and entrusts his assets to 

them in talents, extremely valuable ancient coins. That master entrusts five talents to the first 

servant, two to the second, and one to the third. During the master’s absence, the three servants must earn a profit from 

this patrimony. The first and second servants each double the initial value of the capital. The third, however, for fear of 

losing it all, buries the talent he received in a hole. Upon the master’s return, the first two receive praise and rewards, 

while the third, who returned only the coin he had received, is reproached and punished. 

The meaning of this is clear. The man in the parable represents Jesus, we are the servants, and the talents are the 

inheritance that the Lord entrusts to us. What is the inheritance? His Word, the Eucharist, faith in the Heavenly Father, 

his forgiveness..., in other words, so many things, his most precious treasures. This is the inheritance that He entrusts to 

us, not only to safeguard, but to make fruitful! While in common usage the term “talent” indicates a pronounced 

individual quality, for example talent in music, in sport, and so on, in the parable, talent represent the riches of the Lord, 

which He entrusts to us so that we make them bear fruit. The hole dug into the soil by the “wicked and slothful 

servant” (v. 26) points to the fear of risk which blocks creativity and the fruitfulness of love, because the fear of the risks 

of love stop us. Jesus does not ask us to store his grace in a safe! Jesus does not ask us for this, but He wants us to use it to 

benefit others. All the goods that we have received are to give to others, and thus they increase, as if He were to tell us: 

“Here is my mercy, my tenderness, my forgiveness: take them and make ample use of them”. And what have we done 

with them? Whom have we “infected” with our faith? How many people have we encouraged with our hope? How much 

love have we shared with our neighbour? These are questions that will do us good to ask ourselves. Any environment, 

even the furthest and most impractical, can become a place where our talents can bear fruit. There are no situations or 

places precluded from the Christian presence and witness. The witness which Jesus asks of us is not closed, but is open, it 

is in our hands. 

This parable urges us not to conceal our faith and our belonging to Christ, not to bury the Word of the Gospel, but to let 

it circulate in our life, in our relationships, in concrete situations, as a strength which galvanizes, which purifies, which 

renews. Similarly, the forgiveness, which the Lord grants us particularly in the Sacrament of Reconciliation: let us not 

keep it closed within ourselves, but let us allow it to emit its power, which brings down the walls that our egoism has 

raised, which enables us to take the first step in strained relationships, to resume the dialogue where there is no longer 

communication.... And so forth. Allow these talents, these gifts, these presents that the Lord has given us, to be, to grow, 

to bear fruit for others, with our witness. 

I think it would be a fine gesture for each of you to pick up the Gospel at home today, the Gospel of St Matthew, 

Chapter 25, verses 14 to 30, Matthew 25:14-30, and read this, and meditate a bit: “The talents, the treasures, all that God 

has given me, all things spiritual, all goodness, the Word of God, how do I make this grow in others? Or do I merely 

store it in a safe?”. 

Moreover, the Lord does not give the same things to everyone in the same way: He knows us personally and entrusts us 

with what is right for us; but in everyone, in all, there is something equal: the same, immense trust. God trusts us, God 

has hope in us! And this is the same for everyone. Let us not disappoint Him! Let us not be misled by fear, but let us 

reciprocate trust with trust! The Virgin Mary embodied this attitude in the fullest and most beautiful way. She received 

and welcomed the most sublime gift, Jesus himself, and in turn she offered Him to mankind with a generous heart. Let 

us ask Her to help us to be “good and faithful servants” in order to participate “in the joy of our Lord”. 

 

God bless! Wishing you a blessed Sunday.                  

 Fr. Ivan Sant                                                                                         FrIvanSant@churchofstbernard-stp.org 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2014/documents/papa-francesco_angelus_20141116.html#
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2014/documents/papa-francesco_angelus_20141116.html#
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2014/documents/papa-francesco_angelus_20141116.html#
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2014/documents/papa-francesco_angelus_20141116.html#


Sacraments 

Call the Parish Office to make arrangements 
(651) 488-6733 

 
Anointing of the Sick 
This

 
Communion for the Sick & Homebound 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  
 
Baptism of Infants 

 
Baptism of Older Children & RCIA 
To become a full member of the Roman Catholic Church, 
contact  Alonna Mertz or Fr. Ivan at the Parish Office. 
 
Marriage Preparation 
Couples anticipating Christian Marriage need to contact the  
Parish Office at least six months prior to the wedding date 
they desire.  After a pre-nuptial interview with a priest, a 
specific date will be set. Marriage preparation classes are 
required. 

                 Ministries 

 
Prayer Line………..Shirley (651) 488-6330  
                             or Judy (651) 224-2966 
 
Liturgy 
Parishioners are encouraged to offer to be readers and 
altar servers at Mass.  
 

Faith Formation 

Faith Formation………...… Fr. Ivan (651) 488-6733 

 Mass Readings for the 33rd week of Ordinary Time: 

 

Sunday :    Rev 31:10-13,19-20,30-31/1Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30      
Monday:     1Mc 1:10-15,41-43,54-57/62-63/Lk 18:35–43  

Tuesday:           2Mc 6:18-31/Lk 19:1– 10  

Wednesday:  2Mc 7:1,20–31/LK 19:11-28              
Thursday:      1Mc 2:15-29/Lk 19:41-44  
Friday:            1Mc 4:36-37,52-59/Lk 19:45-48  
Saturday:       1Mc 6:1-13,10:6-9/Lk 20:27-40 
Sunday:         Ez  34:11-12,15-17/1 Cor 15:20-26,28/Mt 25:31-46  
 

Please pray for the sick and homebound: 

 

Yvonne Spence           Rosie Lynch 

Lloyd Anderson          Helen Reinhardt                    

          Devra Shepherd          Lorraine Eheim  

                       Lucille Biron      Bob Rauen                   

         George Kramlinger     Dale Mercado  

Thanks for your Donations! 

Mass Intentions  
 

Saturday      November 18    

8:30am        †  Norman Jones 

4:00pm            Anna Ellie 

 

Sunday    November 19   33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am       †  Bill Gangl 

10:30 am         Parish 

1:30pm            (Spanish Mass) 

 

Monday       November 20 

8:30 am       †  Audrey McKelvey   
       
Tuesday       November 21 

 8:30 am      †  Don Krieger     
 

 

Wednesday  November 22 

8:30 am           Maria Reinhardt  
 

Thursday     November 23    Thanks Giving Day 

8:30 am        † Dorothy & Al Buchal    

    

Friday          November 24 

8:30 am           Yvonne Fitzgerald 

 

Saturday      November 25    

8:30am         †  Kathy Thelen 

4:00pm         †  Tom Loida 

 

Sunday        November 26     Christ The King 

8:00 am           Parish 

10:30 am     †  Dave Anderson 

1:30pm           (Spanish Mass) 
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Parish News & Events 

Finance Council Meeting 
 
 

Monday November 20 at 6:30pm  
At the Parish Office 

 
 
 

Friendship Today  
Sunday, November 19. 

Come join your fellow parishioners for 
coffee and donuts in the parish center 
after the 8 and 10:30 Masses. 

                        Advent Holy Hour  
 
    In preparation for Christmas, we will be having a 
Holy Hour of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
on every Thursday, starting on December 7 at 6pm. 
All are welcome.   
            Parish Outreach News 

 
We have started a partnership with  

Ramsey County Human Services.  Two financial 

assistance workers came again to the parish office 

this past Monday from 9 am—noon to help the Ka-

renni community with county and MNSure paper-

work.  These workers were able to assist 28 fami-

lies.  Our staff provided the interpretation needed.   

This service will be provided weekly on Mondays 

from 9 am—noon in the parish office. 

Looking for Church Cleaning Help 
 

Please come on  
Saturday, December 9 to help clean 
the church as the Advent and Christ-
mas seasons are around the corner.   
Start your day with morning Mass 
and then stay and help with the 
cleaning.  Many hands make for light 
work!  Hope to see you there! 
 

North End-South Como Block Nurse Program 
www.nescbnp.org 
727 Front Ave #118  St. Paul, MN 55103,  651-487-5135 

 

Do you know a senior who could use some help to live 

a happy, safe and healthy life right in their own home, 

preventing nursing home admission?  We help to 

make that happen every day!  We are ready and able to 

help anyone age 65 and older have a great quality 

of life right in the home and neighborhood they 

love.  Our dedicated volunteers provide transportation, 

snow shoveling and friendly visiting.  We coordinate 

and/or provide fun social opportunities to decrease 

loneliness. We coordinate many services including 

Meals on Wheels.  In-home nurses set up medications 

and provide foot care.  Home health aides assist with 

bathing, laundry and meal preparation.  We teach sen-

iors simple exercises to do at home to maintain 

strength, flexibility and balance to reduce their risk of 

falling.  Our motto, and we’re proud to make it hap-

pen, is:  Neighbor helping neighbor.  

Feast  Our Lady of Guadalupe  

 
December 12  at 6pm Rosary, followed by a play of 

the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe and music 

Mariachi style.  

 

Mass at 7pm and refreshments and 

music after mass at the Parish Cen-

ter.  

Organized by  St. Bernard’s  

Hispanic Ministry. 

All are welcome! 

Christmas Carol CD 

 
In two weeks we will have Christmas Carol CD rec-

orded by our Youth of the Neo-Catechumenal 

Way available for sale after the masses. It is a con-

tribution for their upcoming pilgrimage we are or-

ganizing.  
 

http://www.nescbnp.org
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From Fr. Ivan and  
all St. Bernard’s Staff 

 
Mass at 8:30am 


