
 

  

 St. Bernard Roman Catholic Church  
We are called to proclaim and celebrate the Good News. Evangelizing and support-

ing for the faith journey of every age at every stage is our commitment. 

1160 Woodbridge Street, St. Paul. MN 55117 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 18, 2022 

Fr. Arokiadoss Raji : Pastor 

651-558-9301;  frraji@churchofstbernard-stp.org   

Fr. Joseph Kureh: Parochial Vicar: 651-558-9305 

STAFF:        

Ryan Thornton…….Parish Administrator,  

Patrice Finstad…. Music Director,  

Patrice.finstad@gmail.com (612-859-9339) 

Cantor: Anna Gottwalt 651-802-6948 bananagottwalt@gmail.com 

Spanish Music Director: Emanuel Romero 651-321-1372 emmanuelromero200910@gmail.com 

Jareli Ramirez…… Secretary   . …...Accountant 

Finance Council Chairman: Tim Struntz        Trustees: Mike Perfect &  Rhonda Pfiffner 
Parish Council Chairman: Steve Ekeberg 
 

         Phone                      Fax 
Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org                                          651-488-6733                651-489-9203 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Mon—Sat 8:30 AM  
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday 4PM, and 7PM (Neo-catechumenal way – In Grade School) 

Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM  & 12:30 PM Spanish  
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: FRIDAY 6:15 PM—6:45 PM during Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament & Sat 3:15—3:45 PM, or by appointment.   

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Please call the office to arrange for a meeting with a priest 6 

months prior to your wedding date. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTSIM: Please call the office to arrange for a meeting with a priest 2months prior 
to the Sacrament. Baptism is celebrated every 4th Saturday of the month @ 12 Noon. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: : Please call the office to arrange for an anointing.   

For new parishioners, registration forms are available at our website & in parish office.   

mailto:frraji@churchofstbernard-stp.org
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SATURDAY  VIGIL MASS 
4:00 pm  + Fr. Peter Wang 
7:00 pm  + Fr. Peter Wang 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, December 18 
8:00 am   Elaine Kluge 
10:30 am   + Peter Rice 
12:30 pm (Spanish) + Antonio Arellano 

 
MONDAY, December 19 
8:30 am    + John Mercado &  Bernard        

   Struntz 
TUESDAY, December 20 
8:30 am   + Dale Grove 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 21 
St. Peter Canisius 
8:30 am   +  Suzanne Einan 
 

THURSDAY, December 22 
8:30 am   +  Lydia Mangan 
 

FRIDAY, December 23 
8:30 am            Herb Kitto 
 

SATURDAY, December 24 
No Morning Mass 
 
CHRISTMAS SUNDAY- MASSES 
4:00 pm (Mass during the Evening) 
 +  Phil & Teresa Kohn 
Midnight Mass +  Ed Zech Sr.  
 
No 8:00am mass 
10:30 am  +  Mary Kay Woessner 
12:30 pm (Spanish) + Blanca Arellano 

 
MASS INTENTION BOOK IS OPEN FOR 2023.  

 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 To help us prepare for Christmas, here is 
an excerpt from an Advent homily by our 
parish’s patron saint, St. Bernard of Clairvaux:  
 “Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, 
and his name shall be called Emmanuel, which is 

interpreted, ‘God with us’”. O Adam! Flee not away, for God 
is with us! Fear not, O man, nor be afraid to hear His name; it 
is “God with us”. With us in the likeness of our nature; with 
us for our service and for our profit. For us He is come as one 
of us, passible like unto us.  
It is said, “He will eat butter and honey”; as if to say, He shall 
be a little one, fed with infant’s food. “That he may know 
how to reject evil and choose good”. As in the case of the 
forbidden tree, the tree of transgression, so now we hear of 
an option between good and evil. But the choice of the 
second Adam is better than that of the first. Choosing the 
good, He refused the evil; not as He Who loved cursing, and it 
came upon Him; and He would not have blessing, and it was 
far from Him. In the prophecy that He would eat butter and 
honey you may notice the choice of this little one.   
Our bee feeds among lilies, and dwells in the flowery country 

of the angels. This bee flew to the city of Nazareth, which is, 

interpreted, a flower. He came to the sweet-smelling flower 

of perpetual virginity; He settled upon it, He clove to it. But 

bees, besides their sweet honey, have likewise their sharp 

sting. The Prophet that sang of the mercy and judgment of 

the Lord, knew that this bee had a sting as well as honey. 

Nevertheless, when He descended to us He brought honey 

only – that is, mercy, not judgment – so that to the disciples 

who wished to call down fire from heaven on the cities that 

would not receive Him, He answered: “The Son of Man is not 

come to judge the world, but to save it” (Jn 12:47). Our bee 

had no sting in His mortal life; amid the extremity of insult He 

showed mercy, not judgment. Christ, then, may be 

symbolized both as a bee and as the flower springing from 

the rod. And, as we know, the rod is the Virgin Mother of 

God.  

This flower, the Son of the Virgin, is “white and ruddy, 

chosen out of thousands” (Sg 5:10). It is the flower on which 

the angels desire to look, the flower whose perfume shall 

revive the dead, the flower, as He Himself declares, of the 

field, not of the garden. This flower grew and flourished in 

the field independent of human culture; unsown by the hand 

of man, untilled by the spade, or fattened by moisture. So did 

the womb of Mary blossom. As a rich pasture it brought forth 

the flower of eternal beauty, whose freshness shall never 

fade nor see corruption, whose glory is to everlasting.  

O sublime virgin rod, that raise your holy head aloft, even to 

Him Who sits on the throne, even to the Lord of Majesty! And 

this is not surprising, for you have planted your roots deeply 

in the soil of humility. O truly celestial plant, than which none 

more precious, none more holy! O true tree of life, alone 

deemed worthy to bear the fruit of salvation! (see next page) 
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Please call the parish office if you would like to add a name to 
our prayer list. 

Prayer Line:  Shirley Collett (651)488-6330;  
Judy Cloutier at (651)224-2966 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

            Last Week        Budget      
Sunday Envelopes   $3,492  4,654 
 Plate     $948     962 
Building Repair Fund Donations Received:        $149,683 

 
WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!! 

E-Giving or auto-pay from your bank, helps our parish  
a lot.  Please consider giving in this way!  

 

SICK OR “HOMEBOUND” 
 If you are sick or “homebound” (or know 
someone who is), and would like to have 

Communion, please contact the  parish office. 

 REMEMBER ST. BERNARD’S IN YOUR WILL 
Do you have a will?   

A wonderful way to help our parish and to 
save taxes is to remember St. Bernard’s in 
your will.  There is still plenty of work to be 

done in  our church and also in the other 
buildings. 

DID YOU NOTICE THE NEW BOILER STACK? 

  Both boiler chimney stack is placed on 
the both boilers and now the work on the old 
boiler stack need to be removed. Please keep 
this project in your prayers . Help us in anyway 
you can because God blesses the generous 
hearts and provides one hundredfold  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
If you or someone you know is ill or struggling with a 
difficulty, please consider contacting the parish office 
to request a prayer shawl or lap blanket. All items are 
prayed over as they are made by our volunteers and 
then are blessed by a priest before we deliver 
them.  You can arrange to pick up an item when you 
call, or if needed, someone from our group can deliver 
it to you.  There is no cost to receive an item, and re-
cipients do not need to be members of our parish.  

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve: 4 PM Mass  

11PM Carols prelude before Midnight Mass 
12AM Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day: 
(no 8am mass)  

10:30 AM Mass & 12:30 PM Spanish Mass 
 

New Year’s Eve: 4 PM 
New year’s Day: 8 AM & 10:30 AM   

12:30 PM Spanish 

St. Bernard Advent Homily (continued) 
You are caught, O wicked serpent, caught in your own 

cunning; your falsity is laid bare. Two evils you had imput-

ed to your Creator: you had defamed Him by envy and by 

lying, but in both imputations you are convicted a liar. He 

to whom you had promised that he should not die did die 

“and the truth of the Lord remains for ever” (Ps 116:2). 

And now answer, if you can, what tree God could forbid 

man, seeing He denied him not this chosen rod, this sub-

lime fruit? For “he that spared not his own Son, how has 

he not with him given us all things” (Rm 8:32)?  

It is now surely clear how the Virgin is the royal way by 

which the Savior has drawn near to us, coming forth from 

her womb as a Bridegroom from His bridal chamber. 

Holding on, therefore, to this way, let us endeavor to as-

cend to Him by her, through Whom He descended to us; 

let us seek His grace through her by whom He came to 

succor our need.  

O blessed finder of grace! Mother of life! Mother of salva-

tion! May we through you have access to your Son, that 

through you we may be received by Him Who through 

you was given to us. May your integrity and purity excuse 

before Him the stain of our corruption. May your humili-

ty, so pleasing to God, obtain from Him the pardon of our 

vanity. May thy abundant charity cover the multitude of 

our iniquity, and thy glorious fruitfulness supply our indi-

gence of merits. Our Lady, our Mediatrix, our Advocate, 

reconcile us to your Son, commend us to thy Son, pre-

sent us to your Son. By the grace you have found, by the 

prerogative you did merit, by the mercy you did bring 

forth, obtain, O blessed one, that He Who vouchsafed to 

become partaker of our infirmity and misery, may, 

through your intercession, make us partakers of His 

blessedness and glory, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

Who is God blessed above all for evermore. Amen.   


