
 

  

 St. Bernard Roman Catholic Church  
We are called to proclaim and celebrate the Good News. Evangelizing and support-

ing for the faith journey of every age at every stage is our commitment. 

1160 Woodbridge Street, St. Paul. MN 55117 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 24, 2023 

Fr. Arokiadoss Raji : Pastor 

651-558-9301;  frraji@churchofstbernard-stp.org   

Fr. Joseph Kureh: Parochial Vicar: 651-236-7730 

STAFF:        

Ryan Heim…….Parish Administrator,  

Patrice Finstad…. Music Director,  

612-859-9339 

Cantor: Anna Gottwalt 651-802-6948  

Spanish Music Director: Emanuel Romero 651-231-1372 

emmanuelromero200910@gmail.com 

Jareli Ramirez…… Secretary    Lighthouse (LSS). …...Accountant 

Finance Council Chairman: Tim Struntz        Trustees: Mike Perfect &  Rhonda Pfiffner 
Parish Council Chairman: Joe Blageo 
 

         Phone                      Fax 
Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org                                          651-488-6733                651-489-9203 
 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES: Mon—Sat 8:30 AM  
 

WEEKEND MASSES 
Saturday 4PM, and 7PM (Neo-catechumenal way – In Grade School) 

Sunday 8:00 AM, 10:30 AM  & 12:30 PM Spanish  
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: FRIDAY 6:15 PM—6:45 PM during Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament & Sat 3:15—3:45 PM, or by appointment.   

 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Please call the office to arrange for a meeting with a priest 6 

months prior to your wedding date. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Please call the office to arrange for a meeting with a priest 2months prior 
to the Sacrament. Baptism is celebrated every 4th Sunday of the month @ 12 Noon. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: : Please call the office to arrange for an anointing.   
For new parishioners, registration forms are available at our website & in parish office.   

mailto:frraji@churchofstbernard-stp.org
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SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00 pm +   Edward Zech., Sr. 
   
4th week of Advent, December 24 
10:30 am  +  Helen & Paul Platzer 
12:30 pm (Spanish) + For all Parishioners 
 
MONDAY, December 25 
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 
10:30 am   +  Kay Lundberg 
12:30 pm (Spanish) For all parishioners 
   
TUESDAY, December 26 
St. Stephen, The First Martyr 
8:30 am  +  Mary Seidel 
   
WEDNESDAY, December 27 
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 
8:30 am  +  Wayne Dains 
  

THURSDAY, December 28 
The Holy Innocents 
8:30 am     Anais Friedman  
   
FRIDAY, December 29 
5th Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the 

     Lord 
8:30 am        +  Rev. Fr. Jeffrey Huard 
 
SATURDAY, December 30 
8:30 am          +  Rev. Fr. Jeffrey Huard 
 
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 
4:00 pm +   Dearly Departed 
   
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph,  

    December 31 
8:30 am +  Rev. Fr. Jeffrey Huard 
10:30 am  +  Deceased of the Parish 
12:30 pm (Spanish) + For all Parishioners; 
 
Christmas Eve: 4 PM Children & Family Mass

 11:00 PM Christmas Carols 
 Midnight Trilingual Mass 
 
December 25—Christmas Day; 10:30 AM  
 +  Kay Lundberg 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: 
 The Church gives us a wonderful 
gospel for this last Sunday of Advent, 
which is also Christmas Eve.  It is the 
gospel of the Annunciation when it is 
announced by the Archangel Gabriel to 

Mary that she will be the Mother of God.  Mary was 
greatly troubled by this announcement and rightly 
so. This is the biggest plan of God for all time and 
this young girl is the main character. 
 Mary has the freedom to say yes or no; it is 
not a done deal.  But she pauses and asks a 
question since she has not had relations with a man.  
The Archangel Gabriel explains to her that the Holy 
Spirit will overshadow her and will be the father of 
her child.  This is so unbelievable that he has to 
follow it up with even more unbelievable news: that 
her cousin Elizabeth who is old and barren is six 
months pregnant for nothing is impossible for God.  
Some Christian writers have suggested that when 
Mary paused so did all of heaven with her.  God’s 
plan rested on her free choice; so it does also with 
you and me. 
 Mary’s yes was bound to bring many 
difficulties.  She would be pregnant but the child 
was not Joseph’s and this could have led to her 
death or other serious consequences.  Mary’s 
response is very profound and simple.  She says, 
“Let it be done to me according to your word.”  
Mary says, yes! 
 We have been saying that we are not angels 
but at times we can act like them.  One thing we can 
do is to bring a message from God to those around 
us, wherever we go and whatever we do.  It is up to 
them if they want to receive this message, just like 
Mary did with Gabriel.  People need to hear a word 
of consolation and joy; they also need to be 
reminded to “fear not.” And they need to hear a 
word of hope and that there is someone who is 
helping them. 
 God sent his Word, his Son, into the world 
not to condemn it but to save it and to save us from 
our manias, our stress and tension, our sorrows and 
bad choices.  The first Christmas God sent the angel 
Gabriel to bring a message to Mary.  This Christmas 
he sends you and me to do the same.  Who is it in 
your life that needs a message of hope, an invitation 
that he has a plan for all of us, and maybe to join us 
for a Christmas Mass?   Fr. Doss 
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Please call the parish office if you would like to add a name to 
our prayer list. 

Prayer Line:  Shirley Collett (651)488-6330;  
Judy Cloutier at (651)224-2966 

BAPTISMS 
“In all truth I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 
God without being born through water and the Spirit; 

what is born of flesh is flesh, and what is born  
of the spirit is spirit.” 

 
Next Baptism Class, Thursday January 25th @ 

6:30pm 
Baptism, Sun 28th at 10:30 AM & 12:30 PM Mas 

Meetings will be held in the parish office. 

 

SICK OR “HOMEBOUND” 
 If you are sick or “homebound” (or know 
someone who is), and would like to have 

Communion, please contact the  parish office. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

            Last Week        Budget      
Sunday Envelopes   N/A  4,654 
 Plate     N/A     962 
Church Audio & Lighting  N/A 
Worship & Liturgy             N/A 
 Building Repair Fund  Balance:        $49,000 

 
WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!! 

E-Giving or auto-pay from your bank, helps our parish  
a lot.  Please consider giving in this way!  

 REMEMBER ST. BERNARD’S IN YOUR WILL 
Do you have a will?  A wonderful way to help 
our parish and to save taxes is to remember 
St. Bernard’s in your will.  There is still plenty 
of work to be done in  our church and also in 

the other buildings. 

CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION 2023 
 As you consider your year-end charita-
ble contributions, we hope that Saint Bernard 
will be at the top of your list.  Your contribu-
tions directly support the various ministries 
and liturgical life at our parish.  
 A reminder that all 2023 contribu-
tions must be postmarked by December 31, 
2023, received in the collection on December 
31st or received at the parish office prior to 
December 29, 2023. Any donations post-
marked or received January 1, 2024, or there-
after will be considered 2024 donations. 
Thank you for your continued generosity to 
our parish community. 

SAVE THE DATE  
COME TO HELP US & HAVE FUN 

Please come to help us to decorate on Saturday, De-
cember 23rd from 9 AM in order to prepare for the 

great feast of our Lord Jesus Christ’s Birth 
(Christmas) .  

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday, December 24th, Christmas Eve:  

4 PM Children & Family Mass 
11 PM Carols prelude with Midnight Mass 

 

Monday, December 25th, Christmas Day: 
10:30 AM in English & 12:30 PM in Spanish  

 

Sunday, December 31st, New Year’s Eve:  
5 PM in English 

Monday, January 1st, 2024—New year’s Day:  
10:30 AM in English & 12:30 PM in Spanish  

This Christmas, Take More Than You Can  
Possibly Give 

 Christmas is a time to become childlike and encounter 
the Most Holy Eucharist anew. With the Christmas shopping 
season in full swing again, people can feel compelled to buy 
gifts for various friends and family members, frantically spend-
ing much of December looking for the “right gift” for each per-
son. 
 As a result, and along with the preparation for and par-
ticipating in various holiday parties, many will greet the arrival 
of December 25 as a relief, and promptly kick the Christmas tree 
to the curb the following morning—and even though the real 
Christmas Season will have just begun. 
 Consequently, we need to slow down and take time for 
ourselves, and charitably encourage others to do the same.  We 
need to become childlike and renew our wonder—or experi-
ence it the first time—for the one who became a Child, so that 
we “may have life, and have it abundantly,”  and so that we can 
help give that life to others. On that very first Christmas, Jesus 
clues us in on the special way he’ll provide that life through the 
place he’s born: Bethlehem, which means “house of bread.” 
 Jesus goes on to proclaim that he’s “the bread of life,” 
astonishingly adding that “he who eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”  
Jesus provides this living bread at every Mass in the Holy Eucha-
rist, in which the faithful profoundly remember Christ’s death 
and resurrection and how he comes to set us free. 


