
St. Mary's is a Stewardship Parish, comprised of the faith�filled communi�es of St. Mary's Church and St. James Chapel. Together, we are 

devoted to the spreading of the Gospel message of Jesus Christ through deeds, prayer and the �

sacrificial giving of our Time, our Talent and our Treasure.�

Saint Mary's Parish Bulletin 
 

�

Pastor� Rev. Paul Desmarais �

Pastor Emeritus� Rev. John F. Heaney

Pastoral Associate� Sally Lambert 401�213�6276�

Parish Manager� Rose Slusarczyk �

Parish Accountant� Brenda DeMerchant

Office Secretary� Dolly Theroux�

�

�

�

St. Mary's Parish & Rectory� (401) 364�7214 �

Society of St. Vincent de Paul� (401) 364�9413�

 

St. Mary's Parish Website & email Address

dolly@stmjparish.org

 

�

�

� Please call rectory in advance.�

�

Marriage� Please call Fr. Paul at least one year in 

� advance.�

�

Priesthood� Please call the Office of Voca.ons�

� (401) 831�8011�

�
�

St. Mary’s �

4:00pm�

Sunday �

Holy Day of Obliga1on� 7:00pm�

Confessions � Saturdays�  3:15pm to 3:45pm�

�

�

5:30pm�

Monday � Friday� 8:30am�

Holy Day of Obliga1on� 8:30am�

�

Summer Weekend Schedule �

(Effec�ve Memorial Day thru Labor Day)�

�

5:30 pm�

8:00am, 9:15 am�
�

Rosary:�

Monday thru Friday� 8:00am�

Confessions:�

Saturdays� 4:45pm to 5:15pm�
�

Adora
on: Mary, Mother of Mercy Eucharis
c Chapel�

Monday ,Tuesday , Wednesday                         9:00 am�4:00pm�

First Friday                                                     9:00�5:00 pm�

Healing Mass second Sunday of the month �

Sept�June� 2:00 pm�

At. St. Pius Church, Westerly�

�

� �

 

St. James Chapel�2079 Matunuck School House Rd�

Charlestown, RI 02813�

�

St. Mary’s Church  �  437 Carolina Back Rd Carolina, RI 02813�

Mailing address for St. Mary’s Church & St. James Chapel is PO Box 475�

 Carolina, RI 02812�



�

�

�

Saturday, January 28, 2023�

4:00 pm�St. Mary’s�Mary E. King�

�

Sunday, January 29, 2023�

St. Mary’s & St. James Chapel�None�

�

MASS INTENTIONS NEXT WEEKEND�

�

Saturday, February 4, 2023�

St. Mary’s & St. James Chapel�None�

�

Sunday, February 5, 2023�

St. Mary’s & St. James Chapel�None�

�

Tuesday, February 7, 2023�

8:30 am�St. James�Eleanor & Charles Reppucci�

�

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�JANUARY 29, 2023  �

�

GOSPEL MEDITATION � ENCOURAGE DEEP-

ER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

 

January 29, 2023 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

In my parents’ bedroom there were on the wall 

two photos of my mom and dad from their early 

adulthoods. The photo of my mother entranced me 

when I was a boy. I loved looking at it, even 

though I saw her in daily life. Something about 

that picture captured her perfectly. It was an image 

of the joy, wisdom, beauty, and strength that en-

veloped me from the start of my life. It was an icon 

of the woman who fed, taught, and encouraged 

me. I felt a deep pride that I came from such beau-

ty.  

 

The beatitudes of Jesus are a kind of self-portrait. 

But it is a strange picture. At first, the blessings of 

being poor, mourning, and hungering and thirst-

ing for righteousness may seem bizarre or, worse, 

a religious delusion. Who wants to look like 

that?  But if we look again, we begin to see the 

characteristics of Jesus’ form. He becomes poor 

and fills it with his riches for us, he weeps and 

mourns for us, and fills it with his joy, he hungers 

and thirsts for us to be righteous, and so satisfies 

us. And so on. It’s the way he appears on the 

cross.  

 

Perhaps we should put on our bedroom room 

walls the words of the beatitudes next to a crucifix 

of the Lord Jesus. Then we can do what the beati-

tudes are designed for, to gaze at the joy, wisdom, 

beauty, and strength of the one who is our origin, 

and who is with us every day. And little by little, 

we’ll start to look like him. 

 

— Father John Muir 
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WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES � 

ENGAGE PARISHIONERS IN DAILY MASS 

AND PRAYER�

�

Readings for the week of January 29, 2023�

Sunday:� Zep 2:3; 3:12�13/Ps 146:6�7, 8�9, 9�10 

(Matthew 5:3)/1 Cor 1:26�31/Mt 5:1�12a   �

Monday:� Heb 11:32�40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24/

Mk 5:1�20 �

Tuesday:� Heb 12:1�4/Ps 22:26b�27, 28 and 30, 

31�32/Mk 5:21�43�

Wednesday:� Heb 12:4�7, 11�15/Ps 103:1�2, 13�14, 

17�18a/Mk 6:1�6 �

Thursday:� Mal 3:1�4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Heb 2:14�

18/Lk 2:22�40 or 2:22�32 �

Friday:� � Heb 13:1�8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b�9abc/Mk 

6:14�29�

Saturday:� Heb 13:15�17, 20�21/Ps 23:1�3a, 3b�4, 

5, 6/Mk 6:30�34�

Next Sunday:� Is 58:7�10/Ps 112:4�5, 6�7, 8�9 (4a)/1 

Cor 2:1�5/Mt 5:13�16�

�

Observances for the week of January 29, 2023�

Sunday:� 4
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time, Celebrate 

Catholic Schools Week�

Monday:� �

Tuesday:� St. John Bosco, Priest �

Wednesday:� �

Thursday:� The Presentation of the Lord, World 

Day for Consecrated Life�

Friday:� � St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr; St. 

Ansgar, Bishop �

Saturday:� �

Sunday:� 5
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�
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St Vincent de Paul Conference of �

St Mary’s and St James�

January 29, 2023�

�

A few days before Christmas, our St Vincent 

de Paul conference received a precious gift � 

helping a homeless family be reunited and 

move into an apartment.  �

�

Quite often we partner with different agencies 

that serve the community. The Warm Center of 

Westerly, which provides shelter and meals to 

the homeless, called our conference requesting 

help to settle a family into Charlestown. The 

Warm Center found the apartment and asked if 

we could make it into a home. Our conference 

received donations of beds, linens, kitchen 

table and chairs and recliner. Conference 

members purchased dishes, silverware, pots 

and pans and kitchen utensils. On move in day, 

we brought all the donations to the apartment, 

made beds, set up the kitchen, small Christmas 

trees and some wrapped gifts for the children. 

Our conference felt as if we had received the 

gift, seeing this family so happy to have a 

home. �

�

If you need help, a visit or would like to join, 

please call 401�364�9413.�

�
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�

St. Paul  explains in the second reading today that it is 

God who gives us the gifts to do his will.  Jesus Christ 

is God’s wisdom for the world.  God sees in us what we 

don’t see.  God sees in us in a way that nobody else can 

see.  We are all special in God’s eyes and he uses eve-

ryone of us to do his will and plan.  St. Paul  never 

dreamed he would serve Jesus Christ and yet became 

one of our Lord’s most powerful messengers.  We all 

have a call in God’s plan, we all have a role in his di-

vine plan.  Do not ever get discouraged because you 

feel you have no gits or talents.  God sees you in a way 

others do not.  �

�

We are God’s messengers because Jesus Christ is  in 

our lives.  Don’t underestimate what God can use you 

for.  Many of our saints thought God would never use 

them for  his work and yet they were chosen because 

God saw in them  what others did not see.  Don’t sell 

yourself short, God wants to use you everyday to help 

build his kingdom here on earth�
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�

The position of Parish Administrator is 

open.�

Anyone interested in applying for the po-

sition please call the rectory �

at 401�364�7214 and ask for Fr. Paul�

�

�

�

�
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HEALING MASS � ST. PIUS X WESTERLY�

The Second Sunday of each month beginning September 11 

(except July & August) there will be a Healing Mass at St. Pius 

X Church, 45 Elm Street, Westerly RI 02891 at 2:00pm.  If 

you or someone you know is in need of prayer and healing � 

spiritual, emotional, physical please join us. For more infor-

mation please call the Rectory at 401�596�2535 ext. 2. �

Celebrant: Fr. Michael Najim�

�

Altar Servers Needed�

St. Mary’s and St. James are in need of altar 

servers for Saturday and Sunday masses. To be 

an altar server means that you are invited to en-

ter into God’s Sanctuary, the holiest place in the 

church.  This is the area around the altar and 

tabernacle where Jesus Himself resides. It is only 

those who are called to serve and invited by Fa-

ther or the Deacon that are allowed in this area of 

the church. If you have made your first commun-

ion, than you are being asked to consider accept-

ing this opportunity to serve God in this special 

way.�

Deacon John will be available to help prepare 

and train anyone who is interested.  Please either 

email him at jwdowd@cox.net or see him after 

mass for further information.�

�

FUNERAL ASSISTANCE�

We are looking for assistance with funerals dur-

ing week (and an occasional Saturday). Duties 

include setting up, serving the Mass, reading 

when needed, and clean�up afterward. No experi-

ence necessary; we will train! Please contact the 

Deacon John if you feel called to assist in this im-

portant ministry at�

jwdowd@cox.net or see him after mass for fur-

ther information.�

�
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St. James Addiction Recovery Ministry 

(ARM)�

�

ARM offers hope and support to anyone 

whose life�

has been impacted by the disease of 

addiction.�

Definition of Addiction�

1: a compulsive, chronic, physiological or�

psychological need for a habit forming 

substance,�

behavior, or activity having harmful 

physical,�

psychological, or social effects.�

i.e.: Alcohol, gambling, smoking, drugs, 

internet,�

�etc.�

PLEASE JOIN US!�

�

***HEALING MASS FOR 

ADDICTIONS***�

Every First Sunday of the Month, Oct 

thru June,�

At Saint James Chapel at 1 pm�

Celebrant Father Paul Desmarais�

Individual Healing,� Prayer,�

Fellowship, & Refreshments�

�

�

�

�

�

St. James��St Mary's Cenacle�

� � �“We continue To hold our�cenacle�once a 

week in the parish hall On Mondays at 9:15 

AM. �  The format is similar to LECTIO 

DIVINA whereas we would discuss the bi-

ble� reading, meditate, pray the rosary, etc. 

The people that have attended have found it 

spiritually rewarding.��

Anyone interested is invited to � join in on 

any Monday�you don't need to make a 

weekly commitment�come whenever you 

have free time.. For more info call or text 

Martha Bruno�401�529�8668 or Cheryl 

Nickles at�203�233�8477�

�

�

�

First Friday Devotions�

�

The First Friday of each month we set 

aside time to�Pray to the Sacred Heart of Je-

sus.�

At St James Chapel, starting at 9am and 

ending at 5pm, Jesus is with us on the altar!�

Come and spend time in Reparation & Love 

to HIS Sacred Heart�A �

If you would like to be added onto the per-

manent Adoration schedule for First Fri-

days, please contact Cheryl at this email ad-

dress or cell # 914.525.4156.���



BUDGET REQUIRED�$6,597.00�

BUDGET RECEIVED ON:�

January 23, �$4595.00�

�

�

SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND IS FOR 

THE CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA.  SHARE 

YOUR FAITH.  SUPPORT THE COLLECTION FOR 

THE CHURH IN LATIN AMERICA.  �

YOUR SUPPORT IS APPRECIATED.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Please let me know if we have a few parents 

that would help support a movie night or dance 

during these winter nights for our PEP kids. 

Kids could bring a friend to any event we host. 

We need co�chairs for each event.  Please 

contact Sally Lambert if you are interested in 

helping.�

Thank you to all who donated to our toy and 

toiletry drives.  They were a great success in 

helping local families!�

We will be hosting Girl Scout Cookie sales in 

February! �

�

�

�

�
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     RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY�

�

          2023 March for Life Theme �

    “Next Steps: Marching in a Post�Roe   �

        America,”��

  �

Heavenly Father, the beauty and dignity of human life 

was the crowning of your creation. You further 

ennobled that life when your Son became one with us 

in his incarnation. Help us to realize the sacredness of 

human life and to respect it from the moment of 

conception until the last moment at death. Give us 

courage to speak with truth and love and with 

conviction in defense of life. Help us to extend the 

gentle hand of mercy and forgiveness to those who do 

not reverence your gift of life. To all, grant pardon for 

the times we have failed to be grateful for your 

precious gift of life or to respect it in others. We ask 

this in Jesus' Name.�

Amen.�

.BEING PRO�LIFE is:�

� � � ��believing that a baby's life is a gift that should be 

cherished.�

� � � �believing that a mother is a precious human life 

with value and dignity.�

� � � �believing that all human life belongs only to the 

Creator who gave us life.�

� � � �believing that all life is God's to give and take .��

�

Respect Life rose for the week of January 29th is for John 

Strasser.�

�

The unborn baby is created “in the image of God for greater 

things, to love and be loved.” Mother Teresa.�

�

�

�

National Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 

Unborn Babies is on Monday  January 23
rd

. There will 

be a Holy Hour for Life held at 9am�10am.  Father 

Paul will lead the hour of rosary and prayers with 

exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  All are 

welcome.   �

�

For Respect Life news and events in the area and 

diocese, please check out the ministry’s Facebook 

page at St. Mary’s Respect Life Ministry, the Respect 

life table at the back of the churches and ministry 

email address is Respectlife@stmj.org. sign up for 

emails�
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HONEST, RELIABLE,
AND INSURED

Parishioner - Jeannine
401-364-0141 • 401-644-8188

Thank you to 
all our Loyal 

Parishioners at 
St. Mary’s 

& St. James

Steven McGill
smc4067580@aol.com
401-364-3075 Bus.
401-529-0468 Cell

2239 Matunuck Schoolhouse Road
Charlestown, RI 02813

www.waterfrontpropertiesri.com

Where quality, price and dedication come together

 Specializing in:
 Vinyl siding • Replacement Windows
 Doors • Decks
 Licensed and Insured • Free estimates

RI.REG#30026 | Mike Kelsey, Parishioner | 401-829-2345
www.kelseysexteriors.com • kexteriors@gmail.com

Pinecrest
Golf Club

25 Pinehurst Dr. • Richmond
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

• PRO SHOP 
• GRILL & BAR
• CLUBHOUSE
 401-364-8600
 www.PinecrestRI.com

Charlestown
Mini-Super Inc.
4071 Old Post Rd • PO Box 640

Charlestown, RI 02813

 Charles W. Beck
 Timothy J. Beck

 364-6600
minisuperofcharlestown.com

Roofing & General 
Construction Services

Wakefield
401-649-9457

www.sbroofing1.com

5221A Old Post Road, Charlestown

(401) 326-9505
office.boss@yahoo.com

Air Conditioning, Heating System, Problem Solvers, Repair

AARON ROUSSEAU 
SALES/PROJECT MANAGER

Proudly Serving Rhode Island 
for over 30 years
401.439.3533

REG# 703
Office 401.364.3517

Charlestown

PRAY FOR 
THE SOULS IN 

PURGATORY AND 
THEY WILL PRAY 
FOR YOU MANY 

TIMES OVER 
FROM HEAVEN

CONTACT ME
Bill Ames 

bames@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6424

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
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 Charlestown

 Famous Pizza
 Voted “BEST PIZZA
 in SOUTH COUNTY”
 RI Monthly

3986 Old Post Rd., Rt 1A
Charlestown, RI

Located between the
Pharmacy and Post Office

We deliver every day after 4:00 p.m.

401-364-9530
or 401-364-0020

 THE HUNGRY 
 HAVEN
 Serving Breakfast & Lunch
 Daily / 6:30 A.M. - 2 P.M.
 Serving Dinner:
 Friday & Saturday 
 2 P.M. - 8 P.M.
 Closed Tuesday

Catering Also Available
5000 South County Trail / Charlestown, RI

401.364.3609
hungryhaven@outlook.com

BUYING 
OR 

SELLING?

BUCKLER-JOHNSTON 
FUNERAL HOME

121 Main St., Westerly, RI 401-596-2465
John G. Weeden • Michele J. Wegner

Licensed Funeral Directors & Embalmers
Servicing All Faiths, Preplanning & 

Cremation Services Available
S.R. AVERY FUNERAL HOME

Bank St., Hope Valley, RI 401-539-2271


