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March 22, 2020 
Sunday Readings:   

1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a   Psalm 23   Eph 5:8-14    Jn 9:1-41  

   
  

 5684 Groveport Road, Groveport, OH  43125                 Website:—https://groveportstmary.org 

SAINT 
MARY 

CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

STAFF 
 

Fr. John M. Reade 
Priest 
614-497-1324 
FrJohn@groveportstmary.org 

Donna Lesko 
Parish Secretary 
614-497-1324 
Dlesko@groveportstmary.org 

Andrea Maier 
Director of Religious  
   Education 
614-497-1437 
Amaier@groveportstmary.org 

Pushkar Baum 
Parish Bookkeeper 
614-497-1324 

Lisa Leonard 
Organist/Choir Director 
614-497-1324 
lisaleonard22@aol.com 

Urgent Pastoral Care  
Fr. John Reade 
740-503-2827 

Office Hours  
Monday—Closed 
Tues thru Fri—9:30-3:30 
Sat-Sun — Closed 

Website— https://groveportstmary.org     
Facebook— https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961 

March 22 2020 

https://groveportstmary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961
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CANCELLATION UP-
DATES: In an effort to 
curtail the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus, the fol-
lowing events are can-

celled: 

Fruits of the Gospel of 
Life: Evangelium Vitae 
25 Years Later -
 Previously scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 25, 
2020, at St. Matthew 
Church, Gahanna.  We 
encourage people to make 
use of the U.S. Catholic 
Bishops’ online resources 
about the 25th anniver-
sary of Evangelium Vitae 
at 

  https://www.respectlife.org/
gospel-of-life. 

 

                         Worship                              March 22, 2020  

  Masses       
  Saturday March 21      Fourth Sunday of Lent   
  ***   Souls of the Espinar Family   

  Sunday March 22       Fourth Sunday of Lent   
  ***   Parish Family    

  Private Mass   Stan Carter by Doug & Michelle Allen   

  Monday March 23     
    No Mass & No Novena     

  Tuesday March 24    
  Private Mass   Rosella, Frederick and Fred Herb   

  Wednesday March 25   Solemnity of the Annunciation   
  Private Mass   Souls in Purgatory     

  Thursday March 26    
  Private Mass   Stan Carter     

  Friday March 27    
  Private Mass   Stan Carter     

  Saturday March 28      Fifth Sunday of Lent   
  ***   Evelyn Espinar     

  Sunday March 29       Fifth Sunday of Lent   
  ***   Parish Family   

  Private Mass      Elizabth SanFillipo   

          

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.respectlife.org%2Fgospel-of-life&data=02%7C01%7C%7Caab28a7cd84242493dc908d7caa0f6b8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637200664987271868&sdata=G4d%2Fb4DJaLM9VTrKQA4yunWatRmKEcjyz
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.respectlife.org%2Fgospel-of-life&data=02%7C01%7C%7Caab28a7cd84242493dc908d7caa0f6b8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637200664987271868&sdata=G4d%2Fb4DJaLM9VTrKQA4yunWatRmKEcjyz
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                   Spiritual Communion                                                        March 22,  2020 
 

Even though going to Mass is not an option right now, we can keep our faith a priority in our lives. 

One way is to make an act of  “spiritual commun-

ion.” It is a beautiful way to express to God our 

desire to be united with Him when we are unable 

to complete that union with the reception of Holy 

Communion.                                                                            

Countless saints used this type of prayer in their 

lives. Making an act of  spiritual communion was 

an essential part of life and drew them closer to 

God on a daily basis. Padre Pio desired to always 

be united  Jesus Christ in everything he did. St. 

Josemaria Escriva said “What a source of grace 

there is in spiritual communion! Practice it fre-

quently and you’ll have greater presence of God 

and closer union with him in all of your actions.”  The ultimate goal of our lives should be commun-

ion with God. Here is a traditional prayer of spiritual communion  that many saints have prayed over 

the years. 

 

Masses  continue at Saint.Mary’s Altar 

 

Public Masses are suspended.  But rest assured that I offer private Masses at our Altar throughout the week 
and on Sunday.  Praying the Mass for you and honoring the Saints and Intentions for each day.  

Want Holy Water?  

We have procured small holy water bottles to distribute to those who desire.  They’ll be filled and 
available soon in the church entryway.  

Entryway and Website are “Info Centers”  
 

Bulletins, letter copies and many devotional aids are available in the Church entryway.  Check them     
out … keep informed … and tell others.  

A short article on spiritual communion is at:  
    https://www.ncregister.com/blog/armstrong/if-you-cant-receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-communion  

 Resources for prayer and readings can be found at the diocesan website:   
    https://columbuscatholic.org/liturgical-and-prayer-resources                 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncregister.com%2Fblog%2Farmstrong%2Fif-you-cant-receive-communion-make-a-spiritual-communion&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cd63dc747b9bf4f6fcf6108d7cb5aca60%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C
https://columbuscatholic.org/liturgical-and-prayer-resources
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Fourth Sunday of Lent - March 22, 2020 Discuss this week’s Gospel using the questions below: 
 

John 9:1- 47 In today’s Gospel, Jesus heals the physical blindness for which the man was not responsible. Then Jesus challenged 

some religious leaders to face their spiritual blindness for which THEY were responsible. 

 

~Are there some important things I am too busy to see? 

~Are there people in my life that I don’t “see”? 

REFLECTING on the GOSPEL as a Family 

  Draw a cross and put it in a place where 

you can see it. Make the Sign of the Cross 

and think of Jesus and every day. 

Website: https://groveportstmary.org    Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961 

https://groveportstmary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961
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          Saint Mary News 

Things Change Fast!! 

I had prepared to tighten up our precautionary procedures for St. Mary worship and gathering and I 
posted a letter on our website at 2pm Monday.  At 4:30 pm we received new directions from our 
Bishop after the Ohio bishops’ meeting with the Governor and state health officials.  In short: NO 
Public Masses at least through Easter Sunday and no gatherings either.  We all join our Bishop in 
sadness and sorrow that such dramatic sacrifices are needed in our diocese and many Catholic 
Churches in Ohio and elsewhere. 

New Guidance 

Please be sure to see my pastoral letter... the one dated March 17, Feast of Saint Patrick of Ire-
land ... regarding the COVID-19 impact on our Catholic routines at Saint Mary.  Go to our web-
site: groveportstmary.org.  Paper copies also are available in the church entryway. 

Without the Holy Eucharist for a period there’s an opportunity for us to become more familiar with 
the ‘Catholic Treasury of Prayer.’  The Bulletin devotes special attention to additional means of 
Catholic devotion, especially when Sunday Mass is not possible.  Examples are: Rosary Stations of 
the Cross, Divine Mercy Chaplet, etc.  Extra Rosaries are on a table in the entryway together with 
other devotional materials. 

Read the Scriptures designated for Sunday worship.  They’re available on various Catholic websites 
and printed in booklets such as Give us this Day and The Word among us that you’ll find in the church 
entryway. 

Media Resources 

Also, several TV, radio or Internet resources are available: 

Bishop Brennan will celebrate daily Mass from the Cathedral.  This will be broadcast on St. Ga-
briel Radio at 12:05 p.m.  

St. Gabriel Radio (AM 820) (www.stgabrielradio.com on the web) also broadcasts Mass from St. 
Joseph’s Cathedral at 10:30AM Sunday morning.   

EWTN broadcasts the daily Mass live at 8am Eastern.  Watch live on TV or by streaming 
online ewtn.com/tv/watch-live. 

Listen to Mass live on SIRIUS/XM radio or listen online at ewtn.com/radio/listen-live. 

Word on Fire presents a daily Mass recorded on YouTube in Bishop Roberts Barron’s chapel: 
www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass. 

Christ Never Abandons His Church 

We are unexpectedly deprived of our usual worship opportunities.  We hunger for the Sacrament 
of our Lord’s Body and Blood and no television, radio or computer screen can give us Holy Com-
munion.  In the spirit of Lenten austerity let’s learn to appreciate the Sacrament all the more by it’s 
absence; let us unite ourselves with our Catholic brothers and sisters who because of a lack of 
priests may rarely receive the Body of Christ.  This is a time to grow more deeply in love with our 
Lord. 

March 22, 2020 


