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 5684 Groveport Road, Groveport, OH  43125                 Website:—https://groveportstmary.org 

SAINT 
MARY 

CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

 Website— https://groveportstmary.org     
Facebook— https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961                  

Sunday Readings:          
Acts 1:1-11      Psalm 47     Ephesians 1:17-23    Matthew 23:16-20 

 
STAFF 

Fr. John M. Reade 
Priest 
614-497-1324 
FrJohn@groveportstmary.org 

Donna Lesko 
Parish Secretary 
614-497-1324 
Dlesko@groveportstmary.org 

Andrea Maier 
Director of Religious  
   Education 
614-497-1437 
Amaier@groveportstmary.org 

Pushkar Baum 
Parish Bookkeeper 
Acct@groveportstmary.org 
614-497-1324 

Lisa Leonard 
Organist/Choir Director 
614-497-1324 
lisaleonard22@aol.com 

Urgent Pastoral Care  
Fr. John Reade 
740-503-2827 

Office Hours  
Monday—Closed 
Tues thru Fri—Closed 
Sat-Sun — Closed 

May 17, 2020 
6th Sunday of Easter 

https://groveportstmary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961
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  Worship  
Eastertide Worship   

  
Masses     

Public Masses and Gatherings    Saturday May 16      Easter weekday   
Suspended until Pentecost May 30/31  Private Mass   David Hetterscheidt by Family   

Exception: Memorial Day Mass    Sunday May 17     Sixth Sunday of Easter   

May 25 Noon - Masks & 6 ft spacing  Private Mass   Parish    

           

 "Participate" via Spiritual Communion &    Monday May 18       Saint John I, Pope and Martyr   
Bshp Barron Daily Mass - WordonFire.com  Private Mass   Military serving near COVID +   

www.stgabrielradio.com & 820AM    Tuesday May 19      Easter weekday   
EWTN: www.EWTN.com & TV Chnl 385  Private Mass   In Memory of Huff & Scherenberg Families   

Rosary & Chaplet, Etc. - YouTube.com    Wednesday May 20      Saint Bernadine of Siena, Priest   
   Private Mass   Jerry Jenkins by Family   

Pray Daily for    Thursday May 21      Easter weekday   
* COVID-19 Victims & their families  Private Mass   Ben Dorion (Father of Mark Dorion) +   

* Healthcare workers & COVID scientists    Friday May 22      Easter weekday   
* Students without usual social contacts  Private Mass   Carrie Billiter by Parents   

* Civic leaders who direct public practice    Saturday May 23     The Ascension of the Lord   

  Private Mass   David Hetterscheidt by Judy   

 Be Healthy    Sunday May 24      The Ascension of the Lord   

Be Holy  Private Mass 
  Parish  

  

         Be Home             

Prayer of Love during the Pandemic 

May we who are merely inconvenienced, remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors, remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home,  

remember those who must go out to earn money for food and rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when schools are closed, 

remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips, remember those that have no place to go. 

May we whose investments are down in the tumult of the economic market, 

remember those who have little or no savings. 

May we who must shelter at home, remember those who have no home. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 

may we find ways to be the loving embrace of God for one another. 

We offer our prayers in union with Jesus Christ our Lord,   Amen. 
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Announcements 

 

Special Procedures When Masses Resume 
Considerable efforts are being made to develop proper precautions for the resumption of 

public worship on Pentecost. (See announcement below for a Memorial Day Mass.)  Directions 
from our Bishop will be issued soon.  In developing specific procedures that apply to our parish 
I’ve conferred with Jim Hercules (ushering), Marita Surry (servers), Lisa Leonard (music), Betha-
ny Grupenhof (lectors and Eucharistic ministers) and others.  After the Bishop sends his Letter to the Faithful, I will 
publish the corresponding St. Mary procedures by “Blanket Letters” via email AND by posting on the Parish 
webpage:  

http://www.groveportstmary.org.  In the meantime… 
 

As an overview of the peculiar world of “Catholic Mass with COVID Precautions”, here are some 
key points for congregations: Personal health check before coming to church; Apply hand sanitizer 
upon entry; Wear mask at all times (except when actually consuming the Host); No physical greet-
ings before, during or after Mass; Seating in every other pew with 6 foot spacing (families residing 

together may sit together); Rear enclosed bench pew will not be used; Only one family of those who reside togeth-
er may use the Marian Chapel (“Cry room”); Single Communion line in the center aisle with 6 foot spacing; No 
congregational singing; Controlled departure after Mass to assure 6 foot spacing and no gathering near doors;  No 
clustering to socialize before or after Mass.  Materials left behind after Mass will be discarded.  Bulletins will only 
be available after Mass. 

Things also will be different for the liturgical functions.  No servers during Mass.  From the Ambo only one 
lector for both readings.  Cantor will sing the Psalm from the organ area.  From the Altar the Priest will proclaim 
the Gospel, preach, lead the Creed and Prayers of the People.  Communion in One Kind with two stations.  No 
carrying the Eucharist for in-home Communions. 

Worshipers should provide their masks ... a supply will be available in the entryway.  Hand sanitizer is availa-
ble in the entryway.  After every Mass there will be a thorough antiseptic cleansing of the church surfaces that are 
likely touching places. 

Special Mass on Memorial Day – Noon Monday May 25   
     Using the procedures above, Saint Mary Parish will emerge from our seclusion on Monday, 
May 25 at Noon for a Public Memorial Day Mass.  This Mass is primarily to honor all who have 
given their lives in defense of our Country.  I intend to include in this “cloud of witnesses” the 
COVID-19 warriors who have died  

Opportunities for Confession 
     Special arrangements for Confessions are in effect at some parishes in the Diocese.  Confession sites and times 
differ.  At Saint Mary, Groveport Confession times are on Mondays: 10am to Noon and 
5 to 7pm.  An advance appointment is necessary (call/text Fr. John: 740-503-
2827). Careful pandemic precautions apply. 

PSR, First Communion and “May” Mary Crowning 
     With the suspension of worship during May and the conclusion of PSR programs for 
this year, we missed the usual opportunity for First Communion and Mary May Crown-
ing.  We plan these for the morning of June 20, on the Memorial of The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  Families are invited and will sit with proper spacing in different areas of the church pews. 

http://www.groveportstmary.org.
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John  14:15-21                                                                                                                                                                        

During the Last Supper, Jesus reminds his apostles of the most important things. Recalling the intensity of our call to love, Jesus 

promises that he will ask the Father to send the Holy Spirit to help them (and us), for he knew that it would not always be easy.                                                                                                                             

Jesus asked us to love. What other “commands” flow from that?                                                        

Where and when do you feel the Spirit with you?                                                                                         

What do you think the Spirit wants you to do this week? 

  May 17, 2020     6th Sunday of Easter  

REFLECTING on the GOSPEL as a Family 

Website: https://groveportstmary.org    Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961 

https://groveportstmary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Marys-Groveport-Ohio/172732466107961
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Loving Care in the Midst of COVID-19 

It can be hard in this time of adversity to think positively.  Much (not all!) around us is disease and devasta-
tion.  Where can we find cause for Holy Hope?  Where?  How? 

Throughout history Christians have expressed our Faith in times of major health crises ... famine, plague, epi-
demic, pandemic ... by moving into the battle, often as others in society were running away.  When unwanted 
babies were thrown onto the trash, Christians rescued and adopted.   When devastating disease destroyed the Ro-
man civilization in North Africa, the general public fled; but many Christians stayed and cared for the ill.  Across 
history there are many examples. 

Such charity gave vitality within the Christian community and also was noticed 
by the surrounding society ... often with respect, sometimes with ridicule.  Chris-
tian Charity ... especially toward the helpless ... caused Christians to “invent” hos-
pitals, hospices and public relief.  No one should claim that the only true charity is 
Christian charity.  Yet, throughout history the Church’s Faith, Hope and Love are 
qualities that became the standards in society for loving care in devastating times. 

COVID-19 ... What Happens Next? 

Most of the time when there’s an outbreak of disease ... perhaps at school, in the work place or at home ... 
we take reasonable precautions and care of ourselves for a while to “get well.”  Life has taught us that almost all 
ailments pass and if we’re careful, they typically have little or no lasting effects.  We can look beyond the ailment 
with expectations that life will return to normal. 

But what about after the COVID-19 pandemic?  What does “after” even mean and what does “return to nor-
mal” look like.  Many of us have heard the phrase “new normal,’ but what does that mean? Actually, we don’t 
know in specific terms for our future routines and responsibilities. 

Each of us asks these questions in individual ways.  I have wondered what my priestly vocation will look 
like ... what will it mean to be an “active retired priest” of our Diocese in the weeks and months following 
COVID?  Before the pandemic hit in March I had ideas; now I don’t know.  Many of us may have such disjointing 
experiences. 

At this juncture I commend to you two Scriptures that I’ve found reassuring.  Each 
draws us away from the disarray of these times toward the constants of our Faith: 

Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make your requests known to 
God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Phi-
lippians 4:6-7 

And the second Scripture can save us from falling victim to the uncertainties that are prevalent now and may cause 
us to wonder if our ideas of Catholic Faith and service still apply. 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.  Hebrews 13:8 

How does the COVID Shut Down Impact my Catholic Life? 

I urge you to go to YouTube https://youtu.b/QqRIm6QSuQY and watch an excel-
lent 11-minute talk by Bishop Robert Barron.  He points to three important aspects of 

the Catholic understanding of “Church” and how each impacts us in this time of “sheltering-in.”  Please find en-
couragement from his talk especially as we near the time to reopen for public worship.  I also challenge us to see 
some potential contrary effects that could dampen reactivation.  ‘Do weeks without being in church for public 
Mass make me question whether the Eucharist really is central to Catholic Faith?’  ‘Has my reliance on private de-
votions, that are so important, encouraged a “Me and Jesus” more than corporate expression of Catholic faith?’  I 
welcome your comments.  I look forward to our Pentecost Mass! 

https://youtu.b/QqRIm6QSuQY

